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I. FOREWORD 


(1) ^ Early in its investigation, as soon as it was realized that a plot 
by elements of organized crime in the United States to assassinate 
President John F, Kennedy warranted serious consideration, the 
committee decided to assemble the most reliable information available 
on the subject. The focus was to be primarily on the history of or- 
ganized crime the impact of the Kennedy adminisl ration’s cam- 
paign against it in the United States; possible links of Lee Harvey 
Oswald and Jack Ruby with underworld figures ; and the development 
of new evidence or leads. From this information, the committee hoped 
to discover if the national syndicate of organized crime, or any of its 
leaders or members, had the motive, means and opportunity to assassi- 
nate the President, and if there was any evidence of their participation 
in the events in Dallas on November 22, 1963. 

(2) At the early stages of its work, the committee reviewed the 
major groups and major allegations related to the assassination to 
identify the most likely participants if a conspiracy was involved. A 
major reason for suspecting conspiracy was Oswald’s murder by Jack 
Ruby. Organized crime — specifically the national syndicate known 
as La Cosa Nostra or the Mafia — was a logical choice for study. A 
number of leads to organized crime existed, mostly through Ruby : 

— Ruby had moved from Chicago to Dallas in 1946, at a time when 
the Mafia was said to be moving into that city. It has been alleged 
that Ruby was a front man. 

— Ruby was friendly with various alleged underworld figures, such 
as Lewis McWillie, a known associate of Santos Trafficante, who 
was a leading Mafia figure in Tampa, Fla. 

— Ruby had made several unexplained phone calls to underworld 
figures in the months preceding the assassination. 

(3) The Warren Commission concluded that Ruby had shot Oswald 
for personal reasons, had not known Oswald previously, had made 
his calls to underworld figures because of labor problems with an 
entertainment union, had only visited McWillie once in Cuba — and 
that for pleasure — and was friendly with organized crime figures as a 
result of his gregariousness and the nature of his nightclub business. 
In summary, “the evidence [the Commission believed did] not estab- 
lish a significant link between Ruby and organized crime.” ^ 

(4) Both the Warren Commission and the FBI, its principal in- 
vestigative force, have been criticized for their failure to pursue the 

^ Arabic numerals in parentheses at the beginning of paragraphs indicate the 
paragraph number for purposes of citation and referencing; italic numerals in 
parentheses in the middle or at the end of sentences Indicate references which 
can be found at the end of each report or flection. 

* The concept of organized crime can mean many things. See generally 
G. Blakey, R. Goldstock and C. Rogovin, Racket Bureaun: Investigation and 
Prosecution of Organized Crime, Appendix A, “Uses of the Phrase ‘Organized 
Crime’,” pp. 107-117 (NILE, 1978). 

® Warren Commission Report, p. 801. 


(HI) 
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organized crime leads more thoroughly. Suspicions about possible 
organized crime involvement in the assassination were also rein- 
forced by new leads that emerged in recent years and by new allega- 
tions. They included : 

— In 1975, the Senate committee revealed that the CIA had re- 
cruited the Mafia to assassinate Castro ; 

— Organized crime was said to have turned its back on the CIA 
and agreed to assist Castro in assassinating the President in re- 
venge for the Bay of Pigs ; 

— Very little evidence was available on the activities of two key 
organized crime leaders who remained open questions — Santos 
TralRcante of Florida and Carlos Marcello of New Orleans; and 

— Possible links between Lee Harvey Oswald, the alleged assassin, 
and David Ferrie, an operative of Carlos Marcello, a leading 
Mafia figure in New Orleans, La., had been alleged. 

(5) It was in this context, therefore, that the committee decided 
to address several issues involving organized crime. They included 
not just possible ties of organized crime to Oswald and Ruby, but 
involvement of the Mafia with other anti-Kennedy forces, as well as 
its potential for independent action. The key issues were : 

— Did the national syndicate of organized crime as a group, or 
individuals within it, have the motive to assassinate President 
Kennedy? Specifically, was the Mafia being seriously hurt by the 
Kennedys’ campaign against it ? 

— ^Was there any evidence, or could any be developed, of involvement 
in the assassination by the national syndicate of organized crime 
as a group or by individuals within it? Specifically, was there 
any evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby were asso- 
ciated with organized crime figures in any way? Were there ties 
between the Mafia and any other potential assassins, group or 
individual ? 

— Did the method of assassination itself suggest organized crime 
involvement ? 

— Were there reasons why organized crime would not have under- 
taken to assassinate the President ? 

— Could more information be developed on Carlos Marcello and 
Santos Trafficante ? 

(6) The committee assumed from the outset that organized crime 
may well have had the means and opportunity to assassinate President 
Keimedy. The success of its criminal operations, the difficulty of 
achieving convictions, the tradition of violence — much of it undetected 
and unsolved — and the existence of a highly disciplined, effective 
unit of organized crime in major cities in the United States led the 
committee to this conclusion. Thus, its investigation focused primar- 
ily on the questions of motive and evidence of possible involvement. 

(7) The committee determined that, in pursuing its investigation 
of organized crime involvement, the following materials, as they re- 
lated to organized crime as a whole and to specific key individuals, 
would have to be reviewed : 

— law enforcement agency files at Federal, State and local levels; 

— books, periodicals, committee reports, and other written materials ; 
and 

— reports on electronic surveillance of organized crime figures. 
In addition, the committee planned to interview, depose or otherwise 
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obtain testimony from key members of the Mafia and their associates, 
a^ well as from staff of the Warren Commission and the FBI, the 
CIA and other agencies involved in the original investigation. Par- 
ticular attention would be paid to ties between Ruby and organized 
crime and Oswald and organized crime. 

(8) To assist with its investigation, the committee decided to retain 
a leading expert on organized crime. Ralph Salerno’s involvement with 
the investigation of organized crime dates back to 1946, when he 
joined the New York City Police Department. For most of his 20 
years with the department, he worked on organized crime cases. When 
he retired in 1966, he was supervisor of detectives in the Central In- 
vestigation Bureau, the organized crime investigative unit of the 
department. Since his retirement, Salerno has served as consultant to 
many groups, including the Organized Crime Task Force of the 
President’s Commission on Law Enforcement and the Administration 
of Justice, the President’s Commission on Violence, and the National 
Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals. In 
1974r-75, he served as chief rackets investigator for the New York 
(Queens) County, New York District Attorney’s office. He has also 
been active in training la\v enforcement officers at all levels of govern- 
ment throughout the United States and in Canada. Salerno is the 
author of numerous books and articles on organized crime, and he has 
provided expert testimony before numerous legislative bodies. 

(9) This volume contains a number of staff summaries of informa- 
tion obtained in the course of the committee’s organized crime in- 
vestigation that were prepared for internal use. As such, it must be 
emphasized, they are not polished drafts. Because the committee be- 
lieved that the question of possibl(^ organized crime involvement was 
important, it was decided that these raw working files should be 
published. 

(10) This volume consists of the following materials: 

— An edited version of the consultant’s report; 

— A review and summary of information available on Carlos Mar- 
cello, with a particular focus on his attitude toward the Kennedy 
administration; 

— A review of Oswald’s early life in New Orleans and possible 
contact with persons associated in some way with organ iz^ crime 
in that city ; and 

— An analysis of various links of Jack Ruby to organized crime. 
Additional material on organized crime as it relates to other areas the 
committee investigated can be found in the following reports : 

— “The Evolution and Implications of the CIA-Sponsored Assassi- 
nation Conspiracies Against Fidel Castro,” Appendix to the Hear- 
ings before the Select Committee on Assassinations, Volume X; 

— “The Warren Commission,” Appendix to the Hearings before the 
Select Committee on Assassinations, Volume XL 
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Issues Addressed 

(11) The committee charged its consultant on organized crime 
with the following tasks : 

— To review the history of organized crime in the United States, 
detailing its nature and organization, analyzing it for indications 
as to whether its national syndicate as a group or any of its mem- 
bers had the motive to assassinate President Kennedy. Salerno 
was also to determine if there had been any precedent for a crime 
of this nature and if the method of carrying out the assassination 
had any parallels, 

— To review the impact of the Department of Justice war on or- 
ganized crime under the Kennedy administration to determine if it 
could have provided a motive for assassinating the President. 

— To identify reasons why the national syndicate of organized crime, 
as a group or as individuals, might not have wanted to carry out 
this type of act. 

Materials Reviewed 

(12) The primary source of information relating both to the impact 
of the Justice Department’s efforts and to the nature and structure of 
organized crime and its operations was the reports based on informants 
and electronic surveillance of La Cosa Nostra in the files of the FBI. 
While reports of this character were principally available from the 
FBI, they were also obtained from certain State and local law enforce- 
ment agencies, most notably the New York City Police Department. 
The committee’s investi^tion marked the first time that these ma- 
terials had been reviewed in connection with the Kennedy assassination. 
The consultant also had access to all interviews, depositions and testi- 
mony obtained by the committee. In summary, the consultant, with the 
assistance of the committee, reviewed: 

— More than 36 volumes of the FBI’s La Cosa Nostra (Mafia) file 
(#92-6054), covering the period January 1, 1963, to June 30, 
1964, some 11 months prior to and 8 months following the assassi- 
nation; 

— Crime Condition Reports* of the FBI relating to Chicago, Dallas, 
New Orleans, Tampa, and Miami, for the same time period; 

— FBI files on a number of individual members of organized crimi- 
nal organizations whose names arose in the course of other com- 
mittee work; 

— More than 300 volumes of electronic surveillance logs and sum- 
naaries, part of the criminal intelligence program in effect at that 
time, again for the same time period ; 

— Electronic surveillance summaries and intelligence bulletins of 
the New York City Police Department, for the same period; and 

— Depositions of FBI personnel, local police and other persons with 
potentially useful knowledge. 

(13) The sensitive nature of the materials reviewed by the consultant 


* Crime Condition Reports are assembled by FBI field offices ; they proylde an 
oyeryiew of pertinent conditions In those jurisdictions. Tbe material is not limited 
to criminal matters in which the Bureau has a direct enforcement mandate. 
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presented a senes of problems for the committee. Most of them 
had been obtained in a fashion that was arguably inconsistent with 
the fourth amendment.* The consultant’s review was, therefore, 
isolated from the rest of the committee’s investigation to avoid any 
taint to the evidence the committee obtained independently. In addi- 
tion, the consultant had access to raw intelligence files that contained 
unevaluated informants’ reports and electronic surveillance overhears 
from which informant identities were excised. The committee was 
acutely conscious that not everything that an informant reports or 
that is overheard on a bug is reliable. The materials reviewed by the 
consultant, moreover, contained a most disquieting record of murder, 
extortion, robbery, theft, bribery and corruption. They also contained 
allegations of gross personal immorality involving a variety of public 
figures. Nothing in the committee’s mandate justified the publication 
of these data in the form in which they were reviewed by the con- 
sultant or in which they were made available to the committee for its 
analysis. This consultant’s report, therefore, is unique among those 
received by the committee, and in contrast to the others, it will not, 
as such, be published as it was originally submitted. Instead, it is here 
excerpted and summarized, so that its essential information can be 
understood as it bears on the assassination of President Kennedy. 

Summary and Excerpts of Findings and Conclusions by the 

Consultant 

I. HISTORY OF organized CRIME IN THE UNITED STATES 

(14) Since the late 19th century, groups of organized criminals in 
which most members are of Italian background, in which positions 
and structures are described with Italian words, and where the lan- 
^age of use is Italian, have been among the most active and powerful 
in this country. While these groups have been called by various 
names — the Black Hand, the Mafia, the Organization, the mob, or- 
ganized crime — collectively they are now most properly called La 
Cosa Nostra.** 

(15) Their origins can be traced back to southern Italy, where in 
certain areas, particularly Sicily, Calabria, and Naples, secret crimi- 
nal societies had emerged centuries ago. In Sicily, such groups were 
known as the Mafia ; in Calabria, the Honored Society ; and in Naples, 
the Camora. While distinct from each other, the groups were similar 
in makeup, rules, and tactics. 

(16) Members of these groups were among the many immigrants to 
the United States, and they continued their associations in their new 
homeland. Initially, they victimized their countrymen, and they were 
largely ignored by law enforcement agencies and the public. Occasion- 


♦The history of the Department of Justice’s position on the lawfulness of the 
use of electronic surveillance is summarized in “Hearing Before the National 
Commission for the Review of Federal and State Laws Relating to Wiretapping 
and Electronic Surve«nianeeJ’ vo-1. 1, pp. 1637-1646 (1976). 

♦♦Recently, people of Italian background have expressed concern that they are 
unfairly assumed to be part of these grouxjs. Because the groups emphasize 
their Italian background to such an extent, it is Impossible to discuss them without 
using the term “Italian.” This ^ould not be construed to mean that all persons 
of Italian origin are Involved with organized crime. 
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ally, there were references to a criminal society called the Black Hand 
or the Mafia. This latter term was, at that time, incorrect except with 
respect to those criminals from Sicily. There was little unity among 
the groups ; most immigrants first thought of themselves as Sicilians, 
Neapolitans, Piedmontese, or other subnationalities, reflective of 
Italy’s short history as a unified nation. 

(17) In general, these groups concentrated on extortion, bootlegging, 
protection rackets, and a category of crimes called by some victimless — 
gambling, prostitution, narcotics, and loansharking.* ThevSe latter 
are crimes for which there is a large public demand and allegedly no 
victim, since participation is “voluntary.” Traditionally, law enforce- 
ment agencies have overlooked many of these activities since there was 
little public support for prosecution. In time, particularly after the 
1930’s, other offenses were added to organized crime’s list of activi- 
ties — white-collar crimes, labor racketeering, hijacking, political cor- 
ruption, and the takeover of legitimate businesses. Many members also 
went into professions, principally law and business. 

( 18) The structure of the groups was much as it had been in Italy — 
close-knit, highly disciplined, with a sophisticated hierarchical struc- 
ture that protected those at the top. Members had to be approved and 
initiated. Loyalty was reinforced by the promise of retribution, usually 
brutal, for any transgressions against the “family,” as the group was 
called. Members were sworn to secrecy in all matters. 

(19) With respect to criminal activities themselves, each group 
usually had a number of legal fronts behind which illegal activities 
were carried out. Crimes were always executed by lower level members 
or “contractors,” thus protecting the man at the top. In return for these 
services and strict silence, if caught, the family guaranteed legal serv- 
ices and support for the criminaFs family. 

(20) Further to insure its success, these organized crime groups en- 
gaged in systematic attempts to corrupt and bribe law enforcement 
officers, members of the judicial system, and political leaders. Most 
typically, this took the form of bribes, favors, campaign contributions, 
and help in getting out the vote. Where the machinery of a political 
party could be controlled, organized crime ran its own candidates at 
all levels — local to Federal. 

(21) Violence was common. In organized criminal activity, violence 
and the fear of violence have always been critical and have been used 
in several ways : 

— To maintain internal discipline and loyalty to the leadership; 

— To limit the gathering of evidence by law enforcement officers by 
intimidating informers, witnesses, and victims ; 

— ^To influence the outcome of criminal justice matters by intimidat- 
ing the police, prosecutors, court officers, jurors, et cetera ; 

—To guarantee the success of illegal operations such as gambling 
(debtors must pay) , loansliarking (“Your body is the collateral”), 
extortion, labor racketeering, et cetera. 

Because violence was kept, for the most part, within organized crime’s 
sphere of interest, traditionally law enforcement officers largely 
ignored it. 


Lending money at excessively high rates of interest and for very short terms. 
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A, Prohibition: The big boost 

(22) It was not until Prohibition that the Italian organized crime 
groups really came into the public’s eye. The Prohibition era was 
readymade for organizations like the Italian criminal societies and 
provided them with a big boost. Bootlegging became an enormous 
industry. It was a fascinating complex, involving domestic manufac- 
ture (running the gamut from home stills and bathtub gin to sophisti- 
cated full-size clandestine breweries) ; a complicated, illicit distribution 
system; and large-scale rumrunning — champagne and brandies from 
France, Scotch from the British Isles, whisky from Canada, and native 
brews from the Caribbean. Such an industry required large numbers 
of people willing to break the law, a stable and specialized labor force, 
a tightly disciplined organization, and strong leadership. It was logical 
for established groups of organized criminals to step in to meet the 
need, and foremost among these were the Italian criminal societies. 
They expanded to the extent that they entered into associations with 
people of other ethnic backgrounds, but the core unit was still Italian. 
One famous criminal combination that developed in Chicago in that 
period included A1 Capone, Jackie Guzik, and Murray Humphreys — 
an Italian, a Jew, and a Welshman. In New York, Owney Madden, 
Meyer Lansky, Ben Siegel, Frank Costello, and Charles Luciano — 
Irish, Jewish, and Italian gangsters — teamed up. The Italian groups, 
however, came to dominate the bootleg industry, amassing tremendous 
wealth and gaining invaluable experience in business that was put to 
good use after Prohibition ended. 

B, St. V alentine^s Day Massacre 

(23) In fact, competition was intense, constant, and brutal among the 
groups that emerged at this time. Gang wars, killings and kidnapings 
of rivals were common ; force was the first and last means to an end. If 
alcohol was the liquid which brought forth a torrent of dollars, 
violence often decided into whose hands those dollars would flow, 

(24) The scope of the violence may be illustrated by the infamous 
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre of February 14, 1929, in which seven 
persons were shot in a Chicago garage. Throughout the country, the 
public was outraged, even though the event had occurred in only one 
city. This outcry was followed by demands for action that threatened 
criminal profits everywhere, 

(25) Almost immediately, a series of high-level criminal meetings 
took place. Organized crime figures came from all over. The self- 
destructiveness of the fighting had been recognized, as had the assist- 
ance it was providing to law enforcement. These meetings constituted 
the first clear effort to organize the Italian criminal groups in the 
United States and establish rules for peaceful coexistence. The formal 
structure of organized crime in the United States as it exists today is 
said to date from these meetings. At the time, however, very little was 
known outside of organized crime about what was decided and what 
the structure would be. 

(26) The record of cooperation among the various criminal groups 
following these meetings is well-documented. As has been found in Fed- 
eral narcotics prosecutions, defendants hail from various parts of the 
country and even abroad. Indeed, relative peace has persisted even in 
“open cities”* such as Miami, Las Vegas and Havana, where orga- 

*An “open city” is a city in which any group can operate without having to 
obtain the permission of another group. 
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nized crime figme? from many parts of tV : United States and of varied 
backgrounds have l>een able to reap their profits side-by-side. The ac* 
tiyities of organized crime are those that demand close cooperation, 
discipline and stable conditions ; the greatest sign of successful cooper- 
ation is the wealth amassed and the difficulty of achieving successful 
prosecutions. 

(27) Cooperation was not achieved without some opposition, specifi- 
oally from some of the older Italian criminal leaders, deeply rooted in 
Old World beliefs and attitudes. A1 Capone's long-running war in 
Chicago with the Sicilian Aiello and Gemma brothers was largely the 
result of their antipathy to his Neapolitan origin. The Castellamarese 
War was based, in part, on Sicilian feuds, which had begun long before 
in the old country. There is even an American version of the myth of 
the Sicilian Vespers.* The “Old Moustaches,” the name for Old World 
Italian criminal leaders then heading organizations in the United 
States, were said to have been murdered almost simultaneously in 
many parts of the country over a 48-hour period. The dates are usu- 
ally given as September 10-12, 1931, the number murdered between 
40 and 60, 

C. A most successful enterjrrise 

(28) Up to the 1960’s the Italian groups of organized crime were in 
an enviable position. They had an organization that few believed 
existed and about which little was known. Its leaders — and hence the 
organization itself — were protected by low-level members who actu- 
ally performed the criminal acts, many of which Federal and other 
agencies considered to be beyond their purview or legislative mandate. 
At best, organized crime was assigned a low priority at State and local 
levels of enforcement, and even this was easily nullified by corruption 
and politics. At the Federal level, even where there was concern, effec- 
tive action was hampered by inadequate enabling legislation. 

(29) Further, organized crime concentrated on victimless crimes, 
which involved activities which the public demanded. There was 
little incentive for law enforcement officers to uphold the laws. Many 
citipns ar^ed that scarce resources should not be wasted on investi- 
gations and prosecutions of such crimes, ignoring the wider implica- 
tions of these activities. 

(30) The only major national investigation to be conducted during 
the period from the end of prohibition until the late 1950’s was that of 
the Senate Select Committee to Investigate Organized Crime in In- 
terstate Commerce, chaired by Senator Estes Kefauver. The commit- 
tee held hearings in major cities across the country. It built up a sub- 
stantial body of knowledge that indicated that there was a national 
and highly su^ssf ul syndicate known as the Mafia, involved in a wide 
range of criminal activities throughout the United States and abroad. 
Violence was key to its success, as was corruption, and it was com- 
pletely ruthless. As a result of the committ^’s findings. Congress 
passed some gambling legislation, similar investigations were precipi- 
tated at the State and local levels, and in 1954, the Federal Government 


♦The Sicilian Vespers is the name ^ven to an uprising against Charles I and 
the French occupation army in Sicily in 1282. The signal for the uprising is said 
to have been the church bells signaling the evening prayers called Vespers. 
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took further action by setting up the Organized Crime and Racket- 
eering Section in the Department of Justice. Its main function was to 
coordinate the effort against organized crime, but it found little coop- 
eration from other agencies. 

Z>. AfoLachin^ N,Y. 

(31) It was in 1957 that organized crime once again came into na- 
tional attention. On November 14, a significant meeting took place out- 
side the village of Apalachin, N.Y. The aftermath was perhaps not 
what the participants had anticipated, for not only was the cloak of 
secrecy partially pulled aside, but the event ultimately led to the great- 
est campaign to date against organized crime. 

(32) On that day, Sgt. Edgar Crosswell of the New York State 
Police noted that a large number of people were converging on the 
estate of Joseph Barbera, Sr., many from far away. Crosswell had 
long been interested in Barbera, at the time the distributor for a major 
soda bottling company. Barbera had come from northern Pennsyl- 
vania, where he had a long police record that included two arrests for 
homicide (he was not convicted of either) . 

(33) Because the meeting was on private property, no direct police 
action could be taken. Crosswell himself watched the entrance from 
nearby. A tradesman from the village, while making a delivery, 
noticed Crosswell and alerted those at the gathering. 

(34) Many of Barbera's guests elected to depart. Some did so by 
and were detained, once on public roads, for the purpose of identifi- 
cation. Others who fled onto adjoining posted acreage were picked up 
for possible trespass. Most of those who remained on Barbera’s estate 
could not be identified. 

(35) In all, 63 people were detained and identified. Ixxml hotel rec- 
ords, auto rental contracts and one report of a motor vehicle accident 
provided investigators with the names of still others. The evidence 
showed that they had come from New England, New York, New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Florida, Missouri, Texas, Colorado, Ohio, Illinois, 
and northern and southern California. (See fig. 1.)* They included 
many of the leading organized crime figures, such as Santos Traffi- 
cante, Vito Genovese, Carmine Galante, John Ormento and Sam Gian- 
cana. Most were “known to the police” in their home jurisdictions, i.e., 
they had criminal records and were suspected of complicity in orga- 
nized criminal groups. Many had legitimate professions as well. One 
attendee was a practicing attorney in the State of California, another 
was a prominent businessman in Buffalo, N.Y., and a member of the 
city council. With the exception of one of Barbera’s employees, all 
those identified were of Italian origin. 

(36) The evidence supported a conclusion that the gathering was to 
have been a national meeting of Italian criminals and their associates. 
This conclusion was corroborated and expanded by later intelligence 
gathered from electronic surveillance and informants that also pro- 
vided some idea of the purpose and agenda of the meetii^ and gave 
an indication of the scope of organized crime’s activities. The agenda 
contained a variety of items. First, and the most pressing item, was to 


♦Figure 1 was introduced into the record as JFK F-547a in public hearings. 
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Apalachin Meeting, November 14, 1957 



deal with several incidents of violence in New York City over the 
previous 6 months. These had resulted in changes in leadership. More 
important, however, they represented a breakdown in internal disci- 
pline. There were three key incidents. On May 2, 1957, a bullet had 
erased the head of Frank Costello, the leader of one of six Italian 
criminal organizations in New York City. While unsuccessful, the 
assassination attempt did bring about his early retirement.* Then, in 
July 1957, Frank Scalise, second-in-command of another New York 
City family, was assassinated at a fruit and vegetable stand he fre- 
quent^. Next to be killed was Albert Anastasia, leader of the group 
to which Scalise had belonged. Anastasia was assassinated in October 
1957 in a barbershop chair at a hotel in midtown Manhattan. 

(37) Second was the need to prune the membership rolls and estab- 
lish the need for greater care in the selection of new members. This 
need was the result of a complaint that Anastasia had been negligent 
and avaricious in selecting new candidates for his criminal group. He 
had been accused of “selling” memberships to the highest bidders, one 
of the reasons for his assassination. 

(38) Third, in 1956, the U.S. Congress had enacted the Narcotics 
Control Act, effective July 1, 1957. In part, it was designed to facili- 
tate the arrest and conviction of high-level heroin importers. Many 


♦Vincent Gigante was indicted and tried for this shooting, but when an eye- 
witness faltered in what had been a positive identification, the prosecution 
collapsed, and he was found not guilty. 
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criminals expected the statute to be a problem, and they wanted to 
discuss their future involvement in narcotics.^ 

(39) In fact, in the years that followed the Italian criminal orga- 
nizations were to yield their dominant positions in narcotics traffick- 
ing. The older leadership of La Cosa Nostra in particular withdrew 
from this type of activity, though younger men continued it. 

(40) Fourth were labor union matters. Many of those attending were 
involved in legitimate businesses. The most common in the northeast, 
especially in New York and Pennsylvania, was garment manufactur- 
ing. Their profits were being threatened by a nonunion enclave of 
manufacturing shops that had sprung up in the anthracite coal mining 
region of northeastern Pennsylvania, when mining declined. The wage 
paid the nonunion shop employees was sufficiently low to cover the 
costs of transportation of goods from and to the New York market 
and still allow considerable profit. 

(41) As the Pennsylvania business grew, organized crime moved to 
revive the defunct coal mining union locals. The purpose was also to 
prevent organization by the International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union (ILGWU). The “company unions” negotiated “sweetheart”* 
contracts hardly to the benefit of employees. 

(42) At the time of the Apalachin meeting, however, there was com- 
petition. An ILGWU organizer named Min Luiwe had been vigorously 
attempting to sign up the workers. Her brother, who had oecn an 
organizer in New York City, had been murdered at the direction of 
Albert Anastasia. 

(43) It is quite likely that the threat of the ILGWU to the Penn- 
sylvania operations would have been a topic discussion by those whose 
businesses would be adversely affected. This likelihood was supported 
by a conversation of John Masiello ^ in 1963 : 

— Toney Vanella * has been in the garment area for 40 years. 

He used to be Joe Riccobono*s partner. Joe Riccobono had 
the garment area when Vincent Mangano was the Family 
leader. [Carlo Gambino was the leader in 1963.] 

— Joe Amarusso (Joe Strawberries) and Joe Riccobono were 
with [Louis] Lepke. 

— About 10 years ago, Abe Chait (because, he had Tommy 
Lucchese behind him) made a deal with David Dubinsky. 

We [the Mob] will produce [for or^nizing] all the non- 
union shops, but we want so many {nonunion] shops for 
ourselves. 


‘ This concern proved prophetic. Of those attending the meeting, Vito Genovese 
was later sentenced to 15 years In federal prison for violating the statute; 
Carmine Galente similarly received a 15-year sentence; John Ormento received 
40 years. 

* A “sweetheart” contract is one that is made, in fact, to favor the employer 
while it purports to favor the employee. 

® John Masiello was convicted in the early 1970’s of bribing a tJ.S. Post Office 
employee in order to receive a mail trucking contract. Masiello's testimony later 
helped convict Congressman Frank Brasco (New York City) of accepting bribes. 

*Tony Vanella is a member of the Gambino family, Joe Riccobono was a con- 
sigliere of the same family. Abe Chait operated Champion Trucking in the gar- 
ment area. Tommy Lucchese was head of a New York family. Louis Lepke was 
the leader of Murder, Inc. Labor extortionist Joe Amarusso was a partner of 
Lepke's. David Dubinsky was the president of the ILGWU. 


44-105 0 - 79-2 
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Dubinsky said, “Fine.” 

— Thirty-three guys would be allowed to have nonunion 
shops. 

E. The Federal response 

(44) Because a number of attendees at the Apalachin meeting were 
directly or indirectlj^ involved in union affairs, some were called before 
the Senate. Select Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or 
Management Fields, chaired by Senator John L. McClellan. These 
hearings became known as the McClellan committee hearings. Senator 
John F. Kennedy was a member of this committee ; his brother, Robert 

F. Kennedy, was its chief coxmsel. 

(45) Within days after the Apalachin meeting, the FBI decided to 
set up its top hoodlum program. Selected FBI field offices around the 
country were required to assign personnel to obtain information and 
intelligence on major racketeers, beginning with those who had at- 
tended the meeting, but by no means limited to them. While the data 
thus obtained would be used where possible for prosecutions, the pro- 
gram was primarily an intelligence operation to learn about the nature 
of organized crime. 

(46) One of the most aggressive offices was in Chicago, where elec- 
tronic surveillance was instituted as part of the program as early as 
1959, long before organized crime became a high priority within the 
FBI or the Department of Justice. 

(47) The FBI’s Director J. Edgar Hoover, was behind the program, 
as evidenced by the following excerpt from a memorandum, dated 
October 14, 1959 ; 

From the Director to SAC New Orleans. Your attention is 
directed to New Orleans Number SAC Letter 50-H. 

A number of offices have been successful in utilizing unusual 
investigative techniques [*] especially in covering places 
where hoodlums usually meet. This type of coverage develops 
excellent information. Coverage of this type may only be ob- 
tained after painstaking investigation has keen conducted to 
identify locations at which hoodlums meet. The possibility of 
utilizing unusual investigative techniques should continue to 
be borne in mind and the Bureau consulted if they are to be 
considered. 

(48) In the same year, the Director ordered that information in 
several areas — “Political Tie-ups with Crime,’' “Police Efficiency,” and 
“Political Control and Domination of Police Agencies’' — be included 
in summary reports. 

(49) The Research Unit of the Bureau was commissioned in 1958 to 
prepare two monogi-aphs, one on the Mafia within the United States, 
the other on the Mafia in Sicily. 

(50) The Organized Crime and Racketeering Section of tlie U.S. 
Department of Justice, set up in 1954, had an extremely limited capa- 
bility in 1958. Consequently, after Apalachin, an Attorney General’s 
Special Group on Organized Crime was set up. Indictments were ob- 


♦“Unusual investigative techniques” was a euphemism for electronic surveil- 
lance by bugging. 
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tainod against Apalachiii conferees, but after the trials and reversal of 
20 convictions, the group was disbanded, and responsibility shifted 
back to OCR. 

(51) irnder provisions of the Xarcotics Control Act of 1956, the 
Federal Bureau of Xarcotics had been assembling evidence of major 
conspiracies. A number of successful prosecutions ensued over the 
next 4 years, primarily in the Southern District of New York, with 
some cases involving 20 or more defendants. These cases reinforced 
the resolve of many major organized crime figures to withdraw from 
the narcotics field, others to increase their vigilance and security. 

F, State and local eflorts 

(52) Little action was taken at the State and local level, with one 
principal exception. In 1958, a bipartisan State Commission of In- 
vestigation was created in New York State to investigate the Apalachin 
meeting. Using grants of immunity to some attendees, the Conunission 
sought answers to many questions. Several witnesses who refused to 
answer were found guilty of civil contempt and were put in prison 
for as long as 16 months before purging themselves. These penalties 
were the only ones meted out. 

II, LA COSA nostra: FBI FILE 9 2-6054 

(53) By 1960, the FBI had accumulated substantial knowled^ge 
about Italian organized criminal groups. For example, it obtained the 
first evidence that these groups were nationally directed as one or- 
ganization. This information came from electronic surveillance of 
Sam Giancana, head of the Chicago family. Giancana was heard to 
say that the Apalachin meeting had been a gathering of something 
called “The Commission.” He indicated that he himself was a member, 
and he named others, identifiable as crime leaders from New York, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and New England, who had also been at 
Apalachin. The FBI file noted : 

CH-T-1* advised in September 1959 of the existence of a 
small group of persons representing criminal groups in vari- 
ous sections of the United States and referred to as “The 
Commission.” 

Other early information gathered as part of the top hoodlum program 
was: 

N.Y.-T-12 advdsed in December 1959, of a rite of membership 
in said criminal organization. 

Nevertheless, the FBI did not make organized crime a top priority 
until the Kennedy administration arrived in Washington, 

A. La Cosa Nostra and the Kennedy administration 

(54) President Kennedy’s direct involvement in the effort to combat 
organized crime dated back, as noted earlier, to his participation in 
the McClellan Committee labor racketeering investigation. With the 
advent of his administration, organized crime investigations were 


*“T” numhers are assigned to confidential sources ; CH-T-1, then, is a princi- 
pal source for the Chicago Field Division of the FBI. 
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assigned a high priority: Kennedy had named his brother as Attorney 
General, and Robert Kennedy was equally interested in breaking up 
organized crime. His concern, too, dated back to the McClellan 
Committee. 

(55) Asa first step, Robert Kennedy dramatically expanded the num- 
ber of attorneys in the Organized Crime and Racketeering Section of 
the Criminal Division of the Justice Department and made clear to 
the FBI that organized crime was to be a high priority. The category 
within which these investigations were carried at Justice was shown 
in FBI files to be A.R., or antiracketeering. He also put together a list 
of 40 organized crime figures who were to be targeted for investiga- 
tion. This was soon followed by a second list of 40. The Attorney Gen- 
eral quickly requested new legislation to improve the Department’s 
ability to attack organized crime. 

B, Intelligence operatioTis 

(56) A major focus of the new effort at J ustice was intelligence-gath- 
ering. The top hoodlum program was expanded and became the crimi- 
nal intelligence program. Records indicated the creation of file No. 
92-6054 at FBI headquarters, evidence of the increased attention being 
paid the Mafia. Originally called “The Criminal Commission et ah,” it 
was renamed “La Causa Nostra.” Special agents were directed to ob- 
tain intelligence concerning the existence of a national criminal orga- 
nization. The FBI soon began to employ widely the intelligence-gath- 
ering techniques that had long been used in domestic security and 
counterintelligence operations, to wit, physical surveillance, electronic 
surveillance and confidential informants. 

(57) The FBI also began to develop a strategy that would corre- 
spond to the nature of the criminal organization it was facing. An 
agent was assigned at all times to each targeted crime figure, a one- 
on-one coverage that was a luxury beyond the resources of local police 
depaitments, even those concerned about organized crime. Special 
agents were to work under a coordinator who would supervise activi- 
ties directed at criminals known to be associated with each other. As a 
national agency, the FBI was also able to coordinate intelligence 
gathered throughout the United States and incorporate it into a com- 
plete national picture, 

(58) The earliest and perhaps greatest yields of criminal intelligence 
came from the Chicago and New York field offices. They had been the 
most aggressive in implementing the top hoodlum program. The New 
York Division had assigned considerable resources to various investi- 
gations related to the Gallo-Profaci firang war, which had broken out 
in January 1961 in New York City. This internal dispute represented 
the first serious breach of discipline in 30 years. The ensuing violence 
attracted considerable national attention. 

(59) On June 21, 1961, Director J. Edgar Hoover sent SAC letter 
71-34* to the field offices to provide them with up-to-date information 
on the “Criminal Commission et al,” including new terminology that 
had been learned. For example, “nvugat,” short for the Italian word 
“avvocato” (attorney), was being used to designate one position in the 


•SAC letters are sent by the Director of the FBI to advise supervising agents- 
In-charge of field ofiSces on matters of Import or to give instructions. 



13 


commission. In addition, the letter outlined what came to be known as 
the top echelon informant program, with these directions : 

To successfully complete our intelligence picture of the con- 
trolling forces which make organized crime operative, it is 
now urgently necessary to develop particularly qualified live 
sources within the upper echelon of the organized hoodlum 
element who will be capable of furnishing the quality infor- 
mation required. 

To date the best data has come from highly confidential 
sources in Chicago and New York and recently Newark, 

(60) The SAC letter directed the field offices in Chicago, Detroit, 
Kansas City, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, New Yo^, Newark, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and San Francisco to set up squads of spe- 
cial agents whose exclusive assignment was to be the development of 
informants. Each office was to submit five possible targets (New York 
was to submit 10). On November 3, 1961, additional information re- 
garding the “subject organization” was distributed to field divisions by 
means of the Criminal Intelligence Digest. 

(61) By January 1962, when the escalated program was about 1 year 
old, the Director reported in that month’s criminal intelligence bul- 
letin that successful penetration into “the innermost sanctums of the 
criminal deity” was being made, an action which he described as “cre- 
ating an uneasy stir among professional vice lords.” 

(62) As noted above, the FBI’s limited legal authority to address 
organized crime matters was expanded by what became known popu- 
larly as the travel bills, legislation that Attorney General Robert F. 
Kennedy had introduce into Congress. They made interstate trans- 
portation in aid of racketeering (ITAR) a Federal crime. The laws 
gave the Bureau authority to act in gambling, extortion, and other 
crimes, so long as they could show some interstate aspect. All the mate- 
rial in file 92-6054 (La Cosa Nostra) that had been labeled AR (anti- 
racketeering) were now relabeled ITAR. 

G, A successful operation 

(63) The FBI’s intelligence operation against organized crime must 
be characterized as a success. In a comparatively short time, “live” 
sources were being noted in field office reports, some identified as “mem- 
bers” of the criminal organization under investigation. Important 
crime figures in leadership positions had also become unwitting in- 
formants — as their conversations about the associations and activities 
of their peers were monitored by electronic surveillance “bugs” in many 
parts of the United States.* This information was supplemented by 

♦The value of electronic surveillance as an intelligence-gathering instrument 
is shown clearly in an August 21, 1964, memorandum from Courtney Evans, 
Associate Director, Special Investigative Division, to A1 Belmont, Associate Di- 
rector, General Investigative Division : 

Milwaukee, Madison, Springfield, Rockford. Kansas City and St. Louis are 
“strictly answerable to the leadership of the Chicago Family in any major policy 
decisions or significant problems.’^ 

Balistrieri [of Milwaukee] did a favor for Joe Bonanno and this angers Sam 
Giancana when he learns of it, because of Bonanno’s disfavor with the 
Commission. 

We are probably in the unique position of better understanding Giancana's re- 
action than was Balistrieri. 

The term Boss, Consiglieri, Caporegima Borgata, L.C.N., Mafia and Commis- 
sion are hoard in the Chicago area. 

(Continued) 
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the results of more traditional investigations. Tlic FBI established 
liaison with reliable local law enforcement officials, witli whom ioint 
operations, exchanges of intelligence, and other cooperative efforts 
were effected. 

(64) The character of what the strengthened program learned may 
be easily illustrated. The FBI learned, for example, of a plan by Chi- 
cago hoodlums to kill Frank Esposito, a Chicago labor leader, during 
the winter season in the Miami Beach area in 1962. The information 
was given to the local sheriff and action taken to prevent the homicide. 
This intelligence had been obtained by bugging the Miami residence 
of Jackie Cerone, a principal in the Chicago organization. 

(65) The surveillances also provided information on past killings — 
i.e., how Chicago killers employed “plants,” how they concealed shot- 
guns and other murder paraphernalia in special compartments built 
into their automobiles, and how some homicide victims were 
“sealed” (bricked up) in the walls of seldom used buildings. They 
also learned the gruesome details of a 3-day torture-murder of William 
“Action” Jackson, a loanshark working for them who was suspected 
of being an informant.* 

(66) The FBI learned that, as a favor to friends in “the East” who 
had made the request, California members of the criminal organization 
had a “contract” to kill an Italian immigrant who had entered the U.S. 
illegally. The Bureau arrested the intended victim and sent him to 
prison for his immigration violations, thus saving his life. 

(67) The FBI also became aware that the CIA was contacting under- 
world figures in connection with its plans to assassinate Premier Fidel 
Castro and made these known to the Attorney General in 1962. 

(68) On May 29, 1962, the FBI produced a chart entitled “Chicago 
Criminal Organization.” It listed more than 125 persons, their 
geographical area of operation in and around Chicago, and their 
activities, legal and illegal. It also noted their “political contacts,” 
that included members of the Board of Aldermen, of the Illinois State 
Legislature, and of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

(69) In the June 22, 1962, Criminal Intelligence Digest, the FBI 
ascribed to organized crime leader Meyer Lansky the statement that 
“organized crime is bigger than United States Steel.” 

(70) The information on Chicago was quite comprehensive and was 
the subject of an internal FBI document of the Special Investigative 
Division, dated December 7, 1962 : 


(Continued) 

Our recent expansion in development of intelligence on the existence and 
activity of T^a Cosa Nostra in Wisconsin tends to confirm that there is no ade- 
quate substitute for (ELSURS) for the development of accurate information on 
this underworld phenomenon, [emphasis added] 

♦The coroner’s report on Jackson’s death was revealing of the cruelty of orga- 
nized crime. 

William “Action” Jackson — Coroner’s Report : 

Impaled on meat hook, doused with water. Cattle prod (electrical) used in 
rectum and pubic area. 

Shot. 

Limbs cut (apparently with an ice pick) . 

Beaten about most of the body (apparently with baseball bats). 

Severe body bums, inflicted with a blowtorch. 

Incineration of the penis. 
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— Our confidential techniques and sources in Chicago are de- 
scribing the almost complete influence and control of poli- 
ticians, police, and even courts in the Chicago area by the 
underworld. 

— Giancana and his hoodlum associates stay clear of Federal 
violations in our jurisdiction. Our agents are contacting 
and interviewing these hoodlums and their associates, play- 
ing one against the other with the objectives of causing 
mistakes on which we can capitalize. 

— We are disseminating information of local violations 
where we can find a trustworthy local official. We are again 
sending to the Attorney General a memorandum high- 
lighting this corruption and enclose a detailed report 
which can be utilized in Grand Jury hearings to begin 
in December. 

— During grand jury hearings we will endeavor to develop 
(1) Federal violations, (2) local violations, and failing 
these will explore whether Chicago judges will permit Fed- 
eral grand jury to make public statement on widespread 
corruption in Chicago, thus driving home to the people of 
Chicago critical situation in that city. 

D, Joseph M.Valachi 

(71) In 1962, Joseph M. Valachi was a prisoner in the Federal 
correctional institution in Atlanta, Ga., serving concurrent terms of 
15 to 20 years for narcotics violations. He had become convinced 
that Vito Genovese, the leader of the criminal group to which Valachi 
belonged, had “arranged” for his murder for being an informant. 
Valachi was positive this could easily be effected within the prison. 
At his request, he was placed in solitary confinement but, when he 
could not substantiate his fears, was returned to the general prison 
population. On June 22, 1962, using a piece of pipe from a prison 
construction site, Valachi beat another prisoner to death, believing 
him to be Joseph DiPalermo, another New Yorker, who had been 
delegated by Genovese to be the executioner. The deceased turned out 
to be Joseph Saupp, who bore a likeness to DiPalermo. 

(72) While awaiting trial for this murder, Valachi communicated 
to the U.S. attorney in the Southern District of New York that he 
would be willing to “talk.” In return, the Government accepted a plea 
of guilty to murder in the second degree. 

(73) Valachi not only began to divulge his extensive knowledge of 
the organization to which he belonged, but also indicated he might 
be willing to give public testimony. 

E, FBI report on the Commission 

(74) Toward the end of 1962, Director Hoover asked that all in- 
formation on the Italian criminal organization in the United States 
be summarized in a report, to be compiled by the New York field 
office. Responsibility was given to a New York special agent who 
had been “handling” Joseph Valachi since September. All field offices 
were to submit their information to New York. 

(75) The report was issued January 4, 1963, still under the title of 
“The Criminal Commission Etal.” It described the positions, hierarchy 
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and lines of authority within La Cosa Nostra family (fig. 2).* With 
respect to structure and positions, the report listed ; 

Families: The individual criminal organizations in various 
areas are known as “the family.” It would appear that one 
family is the standard in most areas with the exception of the 
greater metropolitan area around New York City where five 


♦Figure 2 was introduced into the record as JFK F-548 in pubUc hearings. 
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separate families coexist. The Italian word used to describe 
each family is “borgata.” 

Sottocapo: This is the Italian word for underboss. In effect, 
the second in command of the unit, the family. 

Conaigliere: Counselor. A lateral position in the chain of 
command, he is usually an elder statesman advisor, available 
for consultation to any member of the family. De facto he is 
a close friend of the boss, and his advice usually serves the best 
interests of the boss, rather than reflecting objectivity. 

Capodecina: Literally, the head of 10. He is a group leader, 
and this title comes from the fact that the original groups 
were supposed to be limited to cells of 10. 

Caporegime: Head of a group. This is the term which came 
into being when the subunits of a family were no longer 
limited to 10. 

Decina: A group of 10. When this was no longer a definite 
limit, the word for the group was changed to regime. Angli- 
cized versions used are crew, group, et cetera. 

Soldati: Soldiers. This can also be given as members and in 
some parts of the country as button man, or ‘‘made” man. 
Two members known to each other will identify a third as 
“amico nostri” (a friend of ours), with “amici nostri” used 
as the plural. 

(76) Those members with the rank of caporegime or higher made up 
the administration of a family. Day-to-day family operations in a 
family were governed by the leadership (administration). The vari- 
ous families throughout the United States were bound to each other 
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to form the national syndicate. The syndicate as a whole was gov- 
erned by “the commission,’^ made up of the leaders of the larger 
families. (See fig. 3.)^ It was believed to vary from 9 to 12 people 
In 1963, they were listed as : 

Vito Genovese, New York (represented by his underboss Gerardo 
Catena, inasmuch as Genovese was in Federal prison at the 
time). 

Thomas Lucchese, New York. 

Carlo Gambino, New York. 

Joseph Bonanno, New York. 

Sam Giancana, Chicago. 

Joseph Zerilli, Detroit. 

Stefano Magaddino, Buffalo. 

Angelo Bruno, Philadelphia. 

(77) A ninth position had been occupied by Joseph Profaci of New 
York, but was vacant at the time because of his death.^ Generally, the 
commission had within its purview : 

— Promulgation of policy matters which affected all families.^ 

— The resolution of disputes between families. 

— Approval of the successor nominated by the administration of a 
family when the boss of the family died, resigned, or retired. He 
would not be confirmed in that position until the advice and con- 
sent of the commission had been obtained. 


(78) The summary report indicated to all field offices that the Bureau 
was interested in any intelligence relating to “structure, eligibility, 
initiation rite, oath, and so forth” of the organization. It advised that 
there was no information that any membership record was kept or any 
insignia used. 

(79) This report was a clear indication of the significant inroads 
that had been made in understanding La Cosa Nostra. Nevertheless, 
the quantity and quality of material submitted by field offices for the 
summary had varied. Director Hoover was not entirely pleased; for 
example, by the submission from the New Orleans office, which listed 
only Carlos Marcello as an organization member. He directed the SAC 
in New Orleans to make a “special effort,” suggesting how : 


The most successful means of obtaining this data experi- 
enced in other offices has been the development of well placed 
highly confidential sources^ and top echelon informants. 




On the other hand, Hoover seemed pleased with the report 

February 19, 1963. 


^ Figure 3 was introduced into the record as JFK F-547B in public hearings. 
® Raymond Patriarca of Providence, Rhode Island, had been named by Sam 
Giancana as a Commission member In 1959. He appears again in reports in 1965. 
Nevertheless, he is not listed in the January 1963 FBI summary. 

® Smaller families, such as Milwaukee, Madison, Los Angeles, Kansas City, 
Dallas, etc., are represented on the Commission through a larger family — Mil- 
waukee and Madison through Chicago, and California families through a New 
York Boss. 

* This can only be read as instructions to install electronic surveillances. 
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To : SAC New York. 

From : Director, FBI. 

Subject: La Cosa Nostra. 

A review reveals progress in establishing La Cosa Nostra 
as a de facto organization and developing leadership, mem- 
bership, rules, and activities. 

Your recent reports show a good grasp of the subject matter 
and clear understanding of nature, strength, and extent of the 
criminal organization. 

You may wish to submit your recommendations regarding 
appropriate commendatory recognition for the agent or 
agents handling and developing this case to date. 

(81) In Januaiy 1963, the Director sent a directive to the Special 
Agent-in- Charge of the New York Division to change the title of the 
investigation (and thus file 92-6054) : 

January 16, 1963. 

The Criminal Commission Etal. Anti-Racketeering Con- 
spiracy : 

Change name of case file from above to La Causa [sic] 
Nostra, Anti-Racketeering Conspiracy. Use field office divi- 
sion in title inasmuch as some auxiliary offices have not, as yet, 
actually developed the complete structure of the “Family” 
operating in this area. 

F. La Cosa Nostra 

(82) Some people have suggested that the name La Cosa Nostra was 
fabricated by the FBI in order to avoid embarrassment to Director 
Hoover, who had failed to issue a public warning about “The Mafia.” 
In fact, the FBI had gradually learned of this name through its in- 
telligence gathering, as can be seen throughout file 92-6054 and in 
other documents. For example, an April 23, 1963, memorandum from 
the Director to the SAC, New York, said : 

It is noted that information developed by San Francisco, 
Newark, and New York indicates a continued usage of the 
term Cosa Nostra as opposed to Causa Nostra in reference by 
members to the organization of Italian criminal element. 

In view of this New York office will add term Cosa Nostra 
to the current caption in report to be submitted July 1, 1963. 

Consequently, the special agent of the New York office, responsible 
for assembling the semiannual summary, captioned his July 1, 1963, 
report “La Cosa Nostra,” but included all the variables that the FBI 
had come across : 

Title: Changes of La Cosa Nostra, Cosa Nostra, La Causa 
Nostra, a Causa Nostra, causa nostra, Onorata Societa. 

(83) Clearly, there had been some confusion as to the correct form 
of the name : 

August 12, 1963. 

Memorandum to Al Belmont from Courtney Evans : 

Information on La Cosa Nostra first received from a live 
informant in September 1961, in New York as La Causa 
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Nostra, meaning Our Cause. Within months there was cor- 
roboration from other sources, including members, who also 
gave La Causa Nostra. 

There appeared to be some disagreement as to transla- 
tion. Finally, Bureau translators opted for Our Thing. The 
sources who had used Causa, did not speak Italian well.^ 

Subsequent to this time, “La Cosa Nostra” was used almost exclusively. 

G, The KeuTiedy 'program 

(84) The scope and success of this campaign by the Kennedy admin- 
istration can be easily seen in the following statistics and charts on 
staffing, investigations, and prosecution : 

Between 1960 (prior to the Kennedy administration) and 1963, 
there was: 

— A 250 percent increase in the number of attorneys — from 17 
to 60; 

— More than a 900 percent increase in days in the field — from 
660 to 6,172; 

— A 1,250 percent increase in davs in grand jury — from 100 to 
1,353; 

— A 1,700 percent increase in daj's in court — from 61 to 1,081. 
From 1961 to 1963, there was: 

■ — A 500 percent increase in defendants indicted — from 121 to 615 ; 
— A 400 percent increase in defendants convicted — from 73 to 
288.2 

[See fig. 4 and fig 5.] ^ 

H, The impact of tht Kennedy campaign 

(85) These statistics trace the broad outlines of the Kennedy Depart- 
ment of Justice effort against organized crime. The impact, as revealed 
through electronic surveillance reports and other sources, was disrup- 
tive to Cosa Nostra’s operations and structure. No longer was there 
the absence of knowledge about the nature, structure, and operations 
that had been one of organized crime’s main reasons for success. Fur- 
ther, the effort was having a detrimental effect on key moneymaking 
activities such as gambling; it had cut deeply into the organization’s 
ability to wield political influence; and finally, it had contributed sub- 
stantially to the dissension that was threatening the cohesion so essen- 
tial to organized crime. While some dissension was inevitable, many 
observers believe that the unrelenting pressure of law enforcement 
agencies, particularly Federal, showed La Cosa Nostra that it was 
vulnerable and forced the leadership to devote substantial resources 
and energies to protecting themselves, thus ignoring other responsi- 
bilities and difficulties. 

(86) The following sections contain summaries and excerpts from 
FBI and other documents that illustrate the effect that the war on 
organized crime was having. 


^ This is a frequent problem. The consultant spent a great deal of time in 
various debriefings of Joseph Valachi, who was born in New York City. His 
Italian was very poor, spoken in the coarse which he had learned by ear as he 
grew up. His pronunciation and grammar were very poor. 

® Source : T .S. Department of Justice. 

^ Figures 4 and 5 were introduced into the record as JFK F-551 and JFK 
F-552 in public hearing. 
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Organized Crime indictments and Convictions 



f^GUBE 4. 


Organized Crime Program 

ATTORNEYS DAYS IN COURT 




SOURCE: U S. Department of Justice. 



Figure 5. 
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yi) On political injluenct 

(87) Tiie FBI'S intelligence program revealed clearly that La Cosa 
Nostra had a deep-rooted and extensive record of political activism 
and that its political power was important to its operations, partic- 
ularly as concerned protection from the law. Much of the frustration 
of La Cosa Nostra figures resulted from the disruption of their long- 
established connections with the political establishment. The follow- 
ing material illustrates both the extent of political involvement and 
the difficulty occasioned by the new efforts. 

(88) On August 24 or 31, 1960, Congressman Roland Libonati, of 
the 7th Illinois District, then serving on the House Judiciary Commit- 
tee, visted the U.S. Penitentiary, Terre Haute, Ind., with approval of 
the U.S, Bureau of Prisons. [He wrote of his inspection tour in the 
Congressional Record of Sept. 20, I960.] While there Libonati had 
asked to see Paul DeLucia and Frank Meehan, both mob leaders from 
Chicago and both in prison for income tax violations. DeLucia and 
Libonati gave “a disgusting display of affection with hugging and 
kissing.” 

Murray Humphreys, a Chicago mob figure visited Congressman 
Libonati in Washington, D.C, on May 23-24, 1960, and again on 
February 17, 1961. He obtained a contribution for a camp for the 
underprivileged, sponsored by Libonati, from International Vice 
President John T. ‘‘Sandy” O’Brien of the Teamsters for favors in 
Congress concerning an investigation of Teamsters Union monitors. 

(89) In late< 1962, Anthony Champagne, an attorney who has repre- 
sented Sam Giancana talked with John D’Arco, city alderman, and 
Pat Marcy, ward committeeman, both of whom were Giancana’s po- 
litical tools. Their conversation follows : 

Champagne. But those guys nominate the commissioner. 

D’Arco. Let me tell you, Tony. McGetridge, Morgan, 
Murphy, and that jig. There’s five of them, and we got the 
three.^ 

Marci. We got the three, Mann, he’s a helluva guy. Mann, 
he’s the colored man. 

Champagne. You can bet that Bob Kennedy will push for 
Morris ^ for the spot. That’s gonna happen. How’s the mayor 
gonna stop it ? 

Marci. Because he can tell Bob [Kennedy] that Morris 
[obscene] in the election. 

Marci. I heard that Wilson ^ is going to go. 

D’Arco. Then Ward ^ goes. Then we got the police depart- 
ment back again, because there ain’t a policeman we can’t 
handle. 

Champagne. You got to eliminate vour Advisory Board. 

Marci. As long as you get somebody from the ranks and get 
“Morris out of there, Tony, [obscene] the advisory board. 


^ The three being referred to on the Police Advisory Board are : William McOet- 
ridge, who was close to and met with Murray Humphreys, Chicago gangster; 
Morgan Murphy ; and Theophilus Mann. 

* Joseph Morris, deputy superintendent of the Chicago police. 

^ Orlando Wilson, the superintendent of the Chicago police. 

* Daniel Ward, The Cook County prosecutor. 
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(90) One of those involved in the conversation said that the chair- 
man of the board, Franklin Kreml, was Sam Giancana’s man. The 
conversation also made clear that D’Arco had displeased Anthony 
Accardo, leader emeritus of the Chicago organization, who had sug- 
gested to Sam Giancana, his successor, that D’Arco was a liability and 
should be replaced. Giancana concurred and set up a dinner meeting to 
effect this change. He met with D’Arco on November 29, 1962, in a 
private dining area in the Czech Lodge, a restaurant in North River- 
side^ 111. 

(91) Three special agents of the FBI had been planning to disrupt 
the meeting. They went to the restaurant, brushed past a guard, and 
heartily and volubly greeted D’Arco, speaking favorably of him, indi- 
cating they had learned he was in political trouble, and offering their 
sympathy. Giancana became infuriated. If D’Arco had any chance of 
remaining in political power, it was totally destroyed. The guard was 
later overheard speaking of these agents : 

If only there was somebody could sit down with them. What 
do they get out of this ? Like a bunch of Boy Scouts, Hump 
[Murray Humphreys] says he can’t do nothing. 

And sweet talkers? You’d think here are three of the 
nicest guys in Chicago. But dirty? They would burn their 
mothers if she crossed the street on a red light, what with 
their honor! I think they would [obscene]. I never seen Moe 
[Sam Giancana] so mad ! He hates Hill, anyway. 

The following day, November 30, 1962, Anthony Accardo and Paul 
DeLucia met with Sam Giancana to encourage him to follow through 
on a plan to get rid of D’Arco. Accardo suggested that D’Arco enter a 
hospital so that “reasons of health” could be used as an excuse for his 
withdrawal from the political scene. Accardo also mentioned that he 
suspected a live informant had been telling the FBI about Giancana’s 
political plans. 

(92) In early December, D'Arco announced to the press that he 
would not run for reelection due to “serious illness.” Giancana’s choice 
to take D’Arco’s place as city alderman was Anthony DeTolve, related 
to him by marriage and then serving on the Illinois legislature. On 
February 6, 1963, comments by DeTolve were overheard : 

That place [the State legislature] is disgusting! I want to 
get out of there so bad ! Wait until I make my swan song down 
there. What a speech I’ll make ! “Thank God, I’m getting out 
of this insane asylum ! Oh ! you guys pass laws like I never 
seen before. God help the people.” 

They got crime commission bills, they got every [ob- 
scene] thing down there. They’re probably even going to 
introduce wiretapping down there. That’s for sure! That’s 
coming, forget it ! Nobody wants to stand up down there. 
[Obscenities] who call themselves lawyers. They couldn’t try 
a case, they don't even know the rules of evidence. And this 
Association of Commerce, what a bunch of bull [obscene] 
they are. And this Porky Pig we got for a mayor ! 

I’ll show everybody a thing or two when I get to be aider- 
man around here. I’ll show this city an organization ! 
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(93) The next day — February 7, 1963 — a decision was made to re- 
place DeTolve as Giancana’s choice with Michael Fiorito. This de- 
cision involved a minor difficulty, since DeTolve had already been 
officially designated as his party’s choice, and it was too late to change 
that selection on the offical ballot. Giancana decided to run Fiorito 
as an independent write-in candidate. 

(94r) A second problem was that Fiorito did not reside within the 
confines of the first ward, as required by law, and in fact did not even 
live within Chicago, but had a home in the suburb of Winnetka. These 
factors were overcome by his registering as a write-in candidate and 
using the Hotel Conrad Hilton in Chicago as place of residence. 

(95) Giancana was strongly committed to this matter and essential- 
ly served personally as campaign manager. The criminal organization 
turned out its vote. Fiorito defied what would be political tradition 
in most places and won by a large majority. On February 28, 1963, 
Sam Giancana, pleased with the outcome of a i*ecent election, was heard 
to say: “That will teach that little [obscene] Kennedy, who runs 
Chicago !” 

(96) Giancana's pleasure, however, was short-lived. The media were 
extremely critical of the circumstances surrounding the election. Sev- 
eral investigations were initiated as to various matters, especially 
Fiorito’s residence, the Conrad Hilton Hotel registration records, who 
filled them out, et cetera. 

(97) In May 1963, Fiorito resigned. Giancana, who had reveled in 
being the “Grey Eminence” in the selection of the First Ward’s aider- 
man, was left looking foolish, especially since the position remained 
vacant and the district unrepresented in the city council until the 
next regular election the following year. 

(98) On October 23, 1962. Pat Marcy, a Giancana political under- 
ling and secretary of the first ward, spoke with John D’Arco and 
Congressman Roland Libonati (who was also to be displaced by 
Giancana). Libonati briefed the other two on the ]X>ssibility of war 
in Cuba, China, and India. He stated that he did not even know the 
name of the j^erson seeking to run against him because any opposition 
in his district was laughable : 

Last time, you guys built me up to 98,000 votes, and the other 
guy to 23,000. Who ran against me last time ? 

Congressman Libonati also discussed Robert F. Kennedy : 

I killed six of his bills. That wiretapping bill, the intimidat- 
ing informers bill 

Libonati said that John Kennedy was a “sweetheart” but that Robert 
F. Kennedy was “cruel.” He described how he opposed a Robert Ken- 
nedy bill and then got a call from Mayor Richard Daley. Libonati says 
he told John Kennedy to vStop Robert Kennedy from callin" Daley on 
such matters. Libonati then took credit for a statement of Bobby’s on 
television that his brother wanted him to stay out of politics b^ause 
he was the Attorney General. 

(99) In July 1963, there had been much comment by the media about 
the appearance in the court each day in the civil suit against the FBI 
of Giancana’s son-in-law, Anthony Tisci. An administrative aide to 
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Congressman Libonati, Tisci was asked by the pi^ whether he had 
taken leave from his duties, what exactly he did in his job, and how 
much time he actually put in. 

(100) In November 1963, State Senator Pete Granata was promised 
$25,000 to kill a bail bond reform bill. Giancana told Pat Marcy to 
collect the $25,000 from the bail bondsmen and give Granata $5,000 
for the “guys down there” in Springfield, 111. 

(2) On Gambling 

(101) Traditionally, it has been supposed that gambling was a prin- 
cipal source of income for organized crime. A central focus of anti- 
organized crime efforts in the 1960’s was gambling, both lawful and 
unlawful. As part of its intelligence-gathering, the FBI, therefore, 
focused on “skimming,” that is, cheating operations in Las Vegas. Since 
early January 1963, the FBI had been using electronic surveillance 
there, through which it learned that most of the “skim” money was 
being conveyed to the Miami area, some then going to the northeast 
for forther distribution. 

(102) Las Vegas skimming was a lucrative operation. Three items 
that appeared early in 1963 in the La Cosa Nostra file provide some 
details : 

(103) Ed Levinson and Ed Torres had discussed in early 1%3 a plan 
to issue dividends to owners of record instead of only “skimming.” 
Thus, hidden owners could get profits, and this would reduce the 
amount that had to be “stolen” (skimmed) each month. The skim 
could then be reduced to $60,000 per month* instead of $100,000. No 
final decision was made. 

(104) The report also noted that Ed Levinson and Ed Torres were 
l^hind on delivering the skim to Florida. Levinson was to send 
$100,000 to “Miami.” 

(105) Also discussed was the sale price of the Horseshoe Club — $5 
million. This price was described as “seems right, because the skim is 
$700,000 per year.” 

(106) The report also stated that a courier had made two recent 
trips. On one he carried $300,000 to a Swiss bank, on the other, 
$100,000 to the Bahamas. 

(107) On JanuaiT 21, 1963, $123,500 was skimmed from Las Vegas 
casino operations “the same amount of money as last month.” Meyer 
Lansky, a Florida mob figure, was to get the money. His share would 
be $71,000 ; $42,500 was to go to Gerardo Catena, a mob leader in New 
Jersey. Lansky “distributes” in Florida and Catena “in the north” **. 

( 108 ) Catena, Richie Boiardo, Angelo “Gyp” DeCarlo, Vincent Alo, 
and Sam Giancana, all mob leaders, were said to own pieces of the 
Horseshoe, Fremont, and Sands in Las Vegas. 

(109) In January 1962, Sam Giancana had a discussion with Gus 
Alex and Edward D. Vogel, two Chicago associates. The conversation 
indicated that the Chicago syndicate, insofar as its illegal gambling 
activities were concerned, ha^ for all practical purposes come to an 


♦This figure is apparently per casino. 

**Lan.sky\s and Catena’s shares total $10,000 less than the $123,500 mentioned. 
Part of the skim was distributed to supervisory casino employees for their silence 
and cooperation. This may account for the difference. 


44-105 0 - 79-3 
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end, primarily because of the intense pressure placed upon the organi- 
zation by the “G,” meaning the Federal Government. 

(110) This fact, coupled with the fact that the State and local police 
had been forced to move against the syndicate, had brought the Gian- 
cana group to the realization that for the time being “everyone is on his 
own,” meaning no longer would anyone receive support from the or- 
ganization, nor could anyone expect influence to be brought to bear on 
his behalf. 

/. La Cosa Nostra arid intelligence gathei'kig 

(111) La Cosa Nostra had always been protected, in part, by the in- 
ability of law enforcement agencies to obtain information about its 
structure, membership, and methods of operation. Since the late 1950's, 
however, the Federal and many State and local governments had made 
intelligence gathering on La Cosa Nostra a high priority. Clearly, the 
organization was experiencing the steady unveiling of every aspect of 
its existence, as revealed in the following summaries and excerpts : 

(112) In June 1963, Stefano Magaddino, Buffalo, N.Y., mob leader, 
was heard to say : 

They know everybody’s name. They know who’s boss. They 
know who is on the commission. They know Amico Nostro 
(the password. Our Friend). They said to me, “What was 
your Caporegime doing here ? What did he come to tell you ?” 
They knew that 11-12-13 were massaged [beaten up]. 

To Carlo Gumbino they said, “This is your underboss ; this 
is your Caporegime ; this is your Consiglieri.” 

( 113) Magaddino was also heard to recount that the pressure on Car- 
ijiine Lombardozzi, a mob figure in New York City, had driven him 
to drink. Then he got charged with a parole violation for gettinff 
drunk in public. 

(114) In June 1963, two Brooklyn hoodlums were analyzing police 
intelligence work ; they cursed the police. 

They know a lot . . . they know everything. They put 
everything together, lots of things. Where we take it for 
granted it don’t mean nothing. 

These people [the police] have been gathering and gath- 
ering. They go here ! They go there ! See, before it was a dif- 
ferent story. If you had the locals, they knew the information, 
but they kept it for themselves. Today, they are all working 
together. We got a big problem. 

These people are united. Everything they collect, they con- 
centrate. And now everything goes into one office. Biefore, 
every squad kept the information for themselves. You take 
this cop on the corner, you’ve been paying him for 20 years, 
maybe. They get the information. Someone comes in from 
New York and asks if he knows so and so. “Oh, he’s a book- 
maker.” And you’ve been paying him for 20 years ! ! ! That’s 
the condition you got today. 

(115) In June 1963, Stefano Magaddino was heard talking to 
Anthony deStef ano, an underling from Syracuse : 
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You see, the Cosa Nostra. The other day they made me 
become frightened. They know our business better than us. 
They know the heads of the families, the Capodecdna, the 
FBI does. 

Therefore, that’s why, the other day, I say, Be careful 
before you open your mouth. 

Because sometime somebody could be a spy [law officer] 
and you might think he is an amico nostro [a friend of ours 
and a member] . 

(116) The reason for the concern of La Cosa Nostra is made clear 
by an internal FBI memorandum from Inspector R. W. Smith to 
William C. Sullivan, assistant director, Domestic Intelligence Divi- 
sion, dated May 17, 1963. It shows the extent of the knowledge the 
FBI had amass^ over the previous few years : 

It is interesting to note that conclusions of the Mafia mono- 
graph on the U.S. section II[*] are supported by information 
from recent Bureau investigation. In fact, it is possible to 
substitute the newer terms relating to “La Causa Nostra” for 
the Mafia terms as illustrated in the following monograph 
conclusions : 

1. The Mafia (La Causa Nostra) represents one of the most 
ruthless, pernicious and enduring forms of criminality ever 
to exist in the United States. 

2. The viciousness and effectiveness of the Mafia (La Causa 
Nostra) stem from its conspiratorial groups of Sicilian- 
Italian hoodlums, its adherence to a code of secrecy and sil- 
ence, and its use of intimidation, violence, vengeance and 
murder. 

3. The fact that Mafia (La Causa Nostra) adherents are 
primarily Sicilians or Italians by birth or descent does not 
mean that all, a majority, or even a substantial number of 
Sicilians or Italians are criminal or Mafiosi (amici nostri 
members) . 

4. Mafiosi (amici nostri members) do not participate in 
such strictly predatory crimes as robberies, burglaries, lar- 
cenies, but concentrate on such immensely profitable and less 
hazardous bigtime criminal ventures as gambling, illicit nar- 
cotics traffic, labor and industrial racketeering, and boot- 
legging. 

5. Mafiosi (amici nostri members) are continually searching 
for new and lucrative fields of criminal and legitimate en- 
deavor to increase their wealth, power, and influence. 

6. Many victims of, or witnesses to, criminal acts committed 
by Mafiosi (amici nostri members) are reluctant, through 
their dread of familiar Mafia (La Causa Nostra) methods, 
to make complaints or statements to law enforcement officers 
or to testify in court. 

7. By means of bribery, Mafiosi (amici nostri members) 
have attempted — successfully — on occasion, to corrupt officials 


♦Following the Apalaehin meeting, the Director had ordered the preparation 
of two Mafia monographs, one on the Mafia-U.S.A., the other on Mafia^Sicily. 
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of local, State, and Federal Governments, including repre- 
^ntatives of law enforcement agencies, to advance their crim- 
inal ends. 

8. The legal and illegal activities of Mafiosi (amici nostri 
members) are so intertwined that distinguishing between the 
two is frequently difficult, especially as to their sources of 
income. 

9. Mafia (La Causa Nostra) leaders carefully remove them- 
selves from actual association with lower criminal elements 
and avoid participation in ordinary criminal activity. This 
practice, in addition to their great wealth, power, and influ- 
ence, gives them an amazing immunity from arrest and 
prosecution, 

10. In order to combat the menace presented by the Mafia 
(La Causa Nostra), it is necessary to understand the under- 
lying criminal code of the Mafia (La Causa Nostra), its 
“modus operandi,” the implications and ramifications of its 
operations, and its relationship to organized crime. 

11. Since it is impossible to pro^d against the Mafia (La 
Causa Nostra) as a legal entity, investigations by local, State, 
and Federal law enforcement agencies must be intensified and 
must be pursued vigorously and relentlessly to secure the suc- 
cessful prosecution of individual Mafiosi (amici nostri mem- 
bers) for any and all violations of law. 

More complete picture 

Kecently obtained information also amplifies previous 
information in Bureau files and adds to the knowledge of the 
terminology of Mafia or “La Causa Nostra.” For instance, 
the newer term “Commission” received from sources in the 
last few years, describes a ruling body which oversees and 
coordinates operations and adjudicates disputes. It is noted 
that, in the Mafia monographs, mention w’as made that impor- 
tant figures in the Mafia met from time to time to settle 
disputes and consider activities for their profits. Also, more 
recent information describes the initiation ceremonies and a 
code of behavior in detail, all of which are based upon the 
primary code of secrecy and silence (omerta) discussed in the 
monographs. 

(117) The results of the intelligence gathering program of the 
1960’s may, therefore, be summarized as follows : 

1. There was a national, conspiratorial, criminal organization 
within the United States which members referred to as La Cosa 
Nostra, 

2. The organization was made up of groups known to the mem- 
bers as “families.” 

3. The “families” were headed by a leader who was referred to 
as a boss (capo). 

4. The “families” had an executive officer under the leader who 
was referred to as the underboss (sottocapo). 

5. The families had a position known as counselor (consigliere) ; 
the counselor was considered to be an advisor and was available 
to all members of the family. 
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6. The family had subunits known originally as decina (when 
the members of the subunit were limited to 10) and later called a 
regime. 

7. The subunits were headed by a person with the title of capo- 
regime. This position was often referred to as “captain.” 

8. The individual members of the family were lefened to as 
“members,” “soldiers” or “made men.” 

9. The families were being governed in matters of import and 
policy, and in matters arising between families, by a national com- 
mission, the number of whose members could vary and which was 
made up of the leaders of the major families. 

10. The families whose leaders did not serve on the commission 
were represented by a commission member. 

11. A term used for a family leader or commission member was 
representante. 

12. A term used for family was burgata. 

13. Other terms for the organization or its individual families, 
often used by outsiders, were the Mafia, the organization, the outfit, 
the clique, the boys, the office, the arm. 

14. An initiation ceremony or rite was always used at the time of 
entry of a new member, but was not the same in every area of the 
country. 

15. Members could be placed on probation, suspended, expelled 
or demoted. 

16. Members could transfer from one family to another. 

17. The organization did not use membership re^rds or insignia. 

18. Organization members resided and operated in Canada. 

19. The organization’s business activities were international in 
nature, going beyond North America. 

20. Adjudication sessions were variously referred to as “a table,” 
“a sitdown” or “a chair.” 

21. Members of the criminal organization had various professions, 
including law, medicine and the church. 

22. There were rules which were known to members, though not 
written anywhere. 

23. Members had been taxed for a family defense fund which was 
handled by the boss. 

24. Relatives and friends were used as couriers. 

25. Relatives and friends were used as mail drops. 

26. Relatives and friends were used as message centers. 

27. Members used elaborate systems of prearranged times and 
telephone numbers to communicate with each other to avoid elec- 
tronic surveillance. 

28. Members had hidden business interests and used others to veil 
their investments, thus avoiding taxes. 

29. Members engaged in political activity to an inordinate degree 

by : 

a) Making direct political contributions, 

b) Engaging in fundraising and obtaining contributions from 

others for political purposes. 

c) Supporting controlled or friendly candidates. 

d) Helping to control appointive positions in government. 
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e) Holding elective and appointive positions at all levels of 
government. 

f ) Helping relatives achieve elected and/or appointed positions 
at all levels of government. 

g) Trying to influence the outcome of government decisions. 

h) Lobbying in favor of legislation they considered in their 
best interests. 

i) Lobbying against legislation they considered not in their best 
interests, 

3 ) Dispensing political patronage. 

k) Campaigning against candidates considered inimical to their 
best interests. 

30. Money was laundered in foreign depositories. 

31. Members assassinated family leaders in order to replace them. 

32. The families undertook public relations efforts, that is, to 
protect Italians from defamation, 

33. The families used and abused the services of attorneys. 

34. In the entertainment field, members : 

a) Made friends with entertainers for prestige. 

b) Coinvested with entertainers to make money. 

c) Controlled placement of entertainers to make money. 

d) Engaged in the production of entertainment to make money. 

e) Developed, “owned,” and promoted entertainers to make 
money. 

35. The families made illegal deals with high and lower level labor 
leaders. 

36. The families got “finder’s fees” for arranging union loans. 

37. Members got percentages for obtaining Government loans. 

38. Members owned and had connection with banks. 

39. Members engaged heavily in nepotism within the organization. 

40. The families took care of members who went to prison with- 
out involving others. This included caring for the family of the 
convict, providing a stipend or sizable gift on release, and guar- 
anteeing an income-prcKiucing capability thereafter. This was a 
form of unemployment insurance. 

41. Members created problems that would drive victims to them 
for protection. 

42. The families had an intelligence-gathering capability. 

43. The families had a counterintelligence capability. 

44. The families studied the extent of law enforcement knowledge 
concerning themselves and their activities. 

45. Informants and witnesses were intimidated or killed. 

46. Members faked illness (and once, a kidnapping) in order to 
avoid legal process. 

47. Libel suits and other legal actions were used as a defense tactic 
and strate^. 

48. Members shook down gambling operations. 

49. Members engaged in other forms of extortion. 

60. Bribery was u^ as a tactic. 

61. Other forms of corruption were used. 

62. Blackmail was used. 

53. Members tried to influence media stories. 
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54. Members used electronic expertise defensively. 

66. Members used electronic expertise offensively against others 
(wiretapping and bugging) . 

66. Members used the polygraph. 

67. Members avoided family positions that might compromise 
their usefulness outside the organization. 

a) John Montana gave up the family leadership in Buffalo to 
run for political office. 

b) Joe Caminiti, Milwaukee underboss, would not run the 
family if leader Frank Balistrieri went to jail so as not to jeop- 
ardize his position with the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters. 

J 1963: Feeling the pressure 

(118) As the year 1963 progressed, there were many signs that the 
constant pressure was taking its toll. 

(119) In April 1963, the father of Carmine Lombardozzi, a capo 
in the New York City La Cosa Nostra family of Carlo Gambino, 
died. Law enforcement officers covered the wake and funeral for 
intelligence purposes. As the funeral cortege entered the church, 
several young men among the mourners assaulted an FBI special 
agent with fists and feet, took his service revolver, and then fled. 
Other law enforcement officers recovered the weapon shortly there- 
after. 

(120) This occurrence was singular, and its importance was far- 
reaching. An unwritten rule within organized crime was that vio- 
lence against law enforcement officers or other public officials was 
to be avoided. 

(121) The event was noted at high levels of both the FBI and 
organized crime. An April 30, 1963 internal FBI memorandum from 
Courtney Evans, Associate Director, Special Investigation Division, 
to A1 Belmont, Associate Director, General Investigations Division, 
discussed the assault. Evans believed the incident indicated that 
members of La Cosa Nostra were seeking permission to retaliate 
against law enforcement officers, but that such permission had not yet 
been granted. 

(122) Certain FBI personnel apparently decided that they could 
not allow an agent to be assaulted without a strong response. One 
tactic was to put pressure on the Gambino family, of which Lom- 
bardozzi was a member. Gambino himself and all the other leaders 
in the family were interviewed. The FBI revealed to them the depth 
of its knowledge about their criminal organization to shake everyone 

(123) In a comparatively short period of time after these actions 
by the FBI and in remarkably similar language, members of the 
Lombardino hierarchy in Brooklyn, a La Cosa Nostra leader in 
Philadelphia, and a family leader in western New York State were all 
discussing the events. This showed the speed and effectiveness of the 
communications network among the La Cosa Nostra families, despite 
the significant distances between them, but more importantly, the 
seriousness of what had transpired. 
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(124) The following discussion occurred in May 1963 concerning 
FBI actions in response to the attack on the agent : 

Mike.^ He was told specifically . . , 

Pete. 2 To come and see me ? 

Mike. You’re a captain. No, they [the FBI] don’t want to 
come to you to embarrass you and your daughter.^ 

Pete. Who did they tell that to f 

Mike. They told that to Freddy. 

Pete, Yean. 

Mike, They don’t want to embarrass you. Three of them 
called. To him. They said, “We don’t want to go to Petey 
Pumps, we don’t want to embarrass him with his daughter. 

Pete. They already did, 

M ike . They already went to you . . . er . . . this 
week . . . this is the bullshit. 

Pete. Yeah. 

Mike. They don’t want to give you no ... in other words, 
they are telling you they don’t want to embarrass you. In other 
words, they won’t go to the convent. Well, I would say, right 
now they are giving you the zing. You want us to go to the 
convent? You want us to embarrass you? Well then, see that 
the right thing is done. 

Pete. Yeah. 

Mike. Actually, what it boils down to, they’re looking to use 
a stick. “But now we’ll go on midnight raids. We’ll do this, 
we’ll do that, we’ll do the other thing. You’re a captain. You 
belong to Carl’s family.” 

Pete. Well, previous to that he hands me Carlo’s picture. 
“You know him?” I said, “Sure, I know him.” “How long 
you know him ?” “I know him 20, 30 years.” 

Mike. They didn’t expect you so say nothing. 

Pete. “Can you tell us anything about him ? The only thing 
I could tell you about him is that he is a businessman, been in 
business all his life. Brought up four kids. They had a good 
education. They’re all in ousiness. They all went to college 
and married a profession. I said, what else could you ask for? 

He’s got a nice family,” 

See what they do . . . they want to get a message through. 

I mean get a message through someplace. There’s no question 
about it, 

Mike. They want to put the heat on you, me. 

Pete. Yeah. 

Mike. Because here’s the proof of it. They’ve gone to every 
captain. 

Pete. And they call them “captains.” One guy said, “fore- 
man.” And the other guy said, “Capo Regina.’’ I mean they’re 
going right to each head. To the head of everybody they’re 
going to. But for them to say this, when he told me this, I 
said, “Jimmy, I think he already saw them.” 


^ Mike is Michael Scandifia, an acting capo in the Carlo Gambino family. 
“ Pete is Peter “Pumps” Ferrara, a capo in the Carlo Gambino family. 

“ Ferrara had a daughter who was a Catholic nun. 
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Pete. Yeah. 

Mike. “I think he already saw them,” I said. Now to put 
the heat on him to go to his daughter, I said, this don’t make 
^nse to me. I said, “Where the [obscenity] does this come 
into the picture?” Now they don’t want to embarrass you. 

Pete. What are they going to embarrass me for? WTiat 
can they do ? Go up there ? 

Mike. Well, God forbid ! They can’t . . . they can’t throw 
her out. 

Pete. No. 

Mike. They couldn’t throw Albert’s brother out.^ How are 
they going to throw her out ? 

Pete. Nah. They can’t throw her out. 

Mike. Embarrassment, that your daughter is a nun. I mean, 
Jesus Christ! It’s supposed to be an honor. 

Pete. They can’t do nothing. They won’t do nothing. 

Mike. Dirty [obscenity]. Now that they bring out every- 
thing, Pete, the Cosa Nostra is a wide open thing. 

Pete. Yeah. 

Mike. It’s an open book. 

Pete. It’s an open book. 

Mike. Pete, you know as well as I do, familiarity with any- 
thing whatsoever breeds contempt. We’ve had nothing but fa- 
miliarity with our Cosa Nostra . . . if it bring up sides, what 
the hell are we supposed to do ! I only know one thing, Pete* 

The Cosa Nostra is the Cosa Nostra. You just do what the 
[obscenity] bosses tell you ! 

(125) In May 20, 1963, Angelo Bruno, Joseph Magliocco,* Sal Pro- 
f aci,^ Peter Maggio and Salvatore Maggio * were meeting. Magli- 
occo was having difficulty obtaining the commission's approval for him 
to be Profaci’s successor. He was attempting to gain Bruno’s vote on 
the commission. 

(126) During the meeting, Bruno described the FBI tactics used on 
Carlo Gambino. He noted that the agents had named all Gambino’s 
capos, named Joe Biondo as underboss, Joseph Riccobono as the family 
counselor, and said, “These are your amici nostri, you are the repre- 
sentante, you are the Boss.” The agent was reported to have then 
asked. 

Did you change the laws in your family, that you could 
hit FBI men, punch and kick them? Well, this is the test, 
that if you change the laws and now you are going to hit FBI 
men, every time we pick up one of your people we are going 
to break their heads for them. 


^ “Albert’s brother” refers to a Roman Catholic priest, who was the brother of 
Albert Anastasia, a mob leader. 

* Joseph Magliocco (underboss to the late Joseph Profaci, as well as his brother- 
in-law). 

“ Sal Profaci, son of the late Joseph Profaci and Magliocco’e nephew. 

* Peter and Salvatore Maggio, &uno lieutenants, who are also related to 
him by marriage. 
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(127) Bruno then related that they had in fact picked up one guy : 

They almost killed him, the FBI. They don’t do that, you 
know. But they picked up one of his fellows and they crippled 
him. 

They said, “This is an example. Now, the next time anybody 
lays a hand on an FBI man, that’s just a warning. There is 
nothing else we got to tell you.” 

(128) Sam Giancana in Chicago was also feeling the pressure. Gian- 
cana’s concern could be readily understood. For some time he had been 
the subject of intense coverage by the FBI. By the spring of 1963, 
it had become “bumper-to-bumper,” almost 24 hours per day — while 
driving, on the golf course, in restaurants, wherever he was. He had 
also suffered a number of political defeats, and there had been the pub- 
licity over his son-in-law, Anthony Tisci, who worked for Congress- 
man Liborati being at the civil hearing on his requested injunction 
from the Federal courts to curtail FBI physical surveillance. As a 
consequence, Giancana was staying away from his home base in 
Chicago to a significant degree, and it was creating problems. 

(129) During the first week of July, FBI agents interviewed Charles 
“Chuck” English, a close Giancana associate, at his request. It took 
place at the Armory Lounge (Giancana was present in another part of 
the lounge during the interview). Toward the end English, who was 
somewhat intoxicated, tried to get Giancana to speak to the agents, 
but he refused. As the agents were preparing to depart in their car, 
English came out with a message from Giancana : 

‘Tf Bobby Kennedy wants to talk to me. I’ll be glad to talk to him 
and he knows who to go through.”* On July 9, Director Hoover ad- 
vised Attorney Greneral Kennedy of this occurrence and that: 

We have now learned that Chicago hoodlum leaders are 
extremely upset over the fact that English submitted to the 
interview and his mention of the Sinatra relationship. 

Later in July 1963, on two weekends, Sam Giancana and Phyllis 
McGuire, the singer, were together at the Cal-Neva Lodge on Lake 
Tahoe, Nev. One of these weekends Frank Sinatra, who owned 50 per- 
cent of the lodge (as well as having an interest in the Sands in Las 
Vegas) was with them. On August 2, 1963, Giancana and McGuire 
were also guests at Frank Sinatra’s Palm Springs, Calif., home, having 
flown there on Sinatra’s plane. These and other similar facts appeared 
in the Chicago newspapers and other media and resulted in action by 
the Nevada Gaming Commission, which had listed Giancana as a per- 
son not to be allowed in any premises licensed for gambling. Sinatra 
refused to deny his close relationship with Giancana and decided to 
sell his interests rather than run the risk of a suspended license. 

Later that month, the FBI learned of rumbling in the higher eche- 
lons of organized crime in Chicago over Giancana’s absenteeism and 
bad publicity. Tony Accardo, Fifi Buccieri, Joe Gagliano, and Willie 
Messina supported the idea of Accardo protege Jackie Cerone’s taking 
over the mob’s activities, at least during Giancana’s extended absences. 

♦English had indicated previously that Frank Sinatra, the singer and enter- 
tainer, would be the person to arrange such a meeting. 



35 


(130) In October 1963, Pat Marcy, a political front man for Sam 
Giancana, and another man were overheard talking. The other man 
stated that he had never seen conditions so bad as they were in Chicago 
at the time. The other individual then stated that Paul Ricca (former 
leader of the Chicago criminal organization) advised him that the 
organization must be patient and wait for the pressure to lift. 

( 131 ) Sam Giancana and his organized crime peers were facing other 
problems as well, which many experts attributed to unremitting Gov- 
ernment pressure. Internal dissension was a major concern. It had 
several principal sources. 

(132) First, Joseph Bonanno, a family leader who alternated his 
time between New York City where his family was located, and Tuc- 
son, Ariz., where he resided with his nuclear family, became overly 
ambitious. He s^gested that Frank DeSimone, leader of the southern 
California family, be deposed and supplanted with Bonanno’s son, 
Salvatore. This suggestion was strongly opposed by other commission 
members, particularly Stefano Magaddino of Buffalo. 

(133) Second, the Gallo-Profaci gang war was raging in New York, 
and had been since 1961. It was described in an FBI Intelligence 
Bulletin as “the most notorious feud in gangland since the Castella- 
marese War” (circa 1930-31). Though an intrafamily affair, it was 
threatening to involve other New York families, and the media’s cover- 
age could not have pleased organized crime anywhere.* 


*The events in the war up to 1962 were recapitulated in a report : 

Monday, Feb. 27, 1961. Headed by Nicholas Forlano, Carmine Persico, Jr. 
and the Gallo brothers, the insurgents kidnap five i>ersons: Family underboss 
Joseph Magliocco, four capos of the Profaci family. 

They are held until February 28. Long distance negotiations are conducted 
with Joseph Profaci, the family leader, who is in Florida. Between 90 and 126 
members of the family’s 150 side with the insurgents. 

The GaUo brothers were in contact with Anthony Strollo (alias Tony Bender) 
the day before the kidnappings and they claim that they had his endorsement for 
this coup. [Strollo was a capo in the Vito Genovese family. Genovese had only 
recently been sent to prison for a 15-year term for narcotics violations. This move 
was apparently interpreted as an overly ambitious one on the part of Strollo, 
and in September 1962 he and his Cadillac “disappear,” neither to be seen again.] 

In early May, shots are taken at Joey Gallo. The dispute is referred to the 
Commission. 

In August, John Scimone “defects” to the GaUo side, but he is really a Profaci 
“plant” in the enemy midst. 

Nicholas Forlano and Carmine Persico, Jr., ameliorate their differences with 
Profaci and return to his discipline and control. They are made the principal 
mercenaries who are to eradicate the rebellious Gallo brothers. Joe Jelly (a Gallo 
associate) is taken out on a fishing trip, is shot, arms and legs cut off the torso, 
all placed in a barrel and tossed into Sheepshead Bay. His clothing, stuffed with 
dead fish, is thrown from an auto in front of a restaurant the Gallos frequent 
as a message. 

Aug. 20, 1961. At the Sahara Lounge, a Brooklyn supper club, an attempt is 
made on the life of Larry Gallo, by strangulation. The escaping felons departing 
the scene shoot and wound a police officer. 

Sept. 21, 1961. Anniello Dellacroce, a capo in the Carlo Gambino L.C.N. 
family, is dining in the Luna Restaurant in Manhattan and is severely beaten by 
the Gallo group. 

The FBI learns that although he was not present at the Sahara, Dominick 
“Mimi” Scialo supervised the attempt on Larry Gallo’s life. 

October 1961. There is an attempt to murder family leader Joseph Profaci at 
a New Jersey hunting lodge. The manager of the premises is able to convince the 
Gallos that “The old man is not present,” and thus saves his life. 


(Continued) 
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(134) The death of Joseph Profaci in March 1962 in the middle of 
the war had offered the possibility that new leadership might bring 
the conflict to an end. Giuseppe Magliocco, Profaci’s underboss and 
brother-in-law, wanted to take over the family. The commission, how- 
ever, was reluctant to approve his succession because the rebel Gallo 
group would not accept his leadership, and the war would have con- 
tinued. 

(135) Bonanno and Magliocco then decided to eliminate some of 
their opposition by assassinating Carlo Gambino and Thomas 
Lucchese, two other New York family leaders and commission mem- 
bers. The assassin to whom Magliocco gave “the contract,” however, 
revealed the plan to Gambino, who lodged a complaint with the 
commission. 

(136) In the summer of 1963, the commission tried to negotiate a 
truce. There was a meeting in Atlantic City, attended by Stefano 
Magaddino, Carlo Gambino, Thomas Lucchese, Joseph Magliocco, 
Joseph Bonanno, and Angelo Bruno (all save Magliocco were com- 
mission members). Magaddino called Joseph Magliocco, a self-ap- 
pointed commission member, who owed the commission $43,000 (ex- 
penses involved in investigating charges against him). He further 
told Magliocco that he was not approved as a boss of a family, and 
he was to stop acting as one, immediately. The commission also tried 
to deal with the Bonanno/Los Angeles issue. Magaddino did not think 
highly of Frank DeSimone, the boss of the Los Angeles family, but 
disapproved of Joe Bonanno’s plan to send his son Bill (Salvatore) 
and 40 men in Los Angeles to take over as representante (or boss). 
Magaddino, speaking to two of his underlings and wanting to impress 
them with the authority of a boss, said, “Not even the Holy Ghost could 
come into my territory without authorization.” 


(Continued) 

Nov. 11, 1961. Salvatore Mangiameli of the Gallo gang and Michael Riz- 
zitelli (an expatriate New Yorker who has returned from California to aid the 
Gallos) kill John Guariglia (of the Profaci group) and the owner of a lounge 
where Guariglia was found. 

November 1961. Six of the Gallo gang adherents desert and defect to the 
opposition. 

Bee. 2, 1961. An attempt is made to kill Larry Gallo with a shotgun. The 
assassin was driving a sports car disguised as a woman [sic]. 

Jan. 12, 1962. The Gallos beat up two of Carmine Perslco’s men, found in a 
nightclub. 

Jan. 29, 1962. Mike and Philip Albergo are shot and wounded while attempt- 
ing to repair an ice-picked flat tire. This is because of their business association 
with the Gallos. 

A temporary truce is declared. 

Mar. 5, 1962. Several shots miss Joseph Profaci, Jr. 

Mar. 11, 1962. Two soldiers in the Carlo Gambino L.C.N. family are beaten 
in a nightclub. 

Nicholas Forlano, Carmine Persico, and two other Profaci capos want the old 
man to step down. Joseph Profaci expires from natural causes. His brother-in- 
law and family underboss, Joseph Magliocco, takes over. He wants $100 per 
month from every gambling operation for a fund to escalate the war against the 
Gallos. 

July 1962. More Gallo defectors seek the protection of the Carlo Gambino 
family, 

October 1962, Anthony DiCola and Marco Morelli, two Gallo adherents, “dis- 
appear.*' ' 
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(137) Initially, the attempt to resolve the disputes was apparently 
unsuccessful, the violence continued : 

— June 6, 1963. Ermile Colantuono, a local businessman, was killed 
for giving financial aid to the Gallo gang. Nicholas Bianco, of this 
group, went to Raymond Patriarca in Providence, Rhode Island 
(where Bianco originated) to complain of this action. Patriarca 
agreed to talk to Thomas Lucchese, another New York La Cosa 
Nostra leader, about it. 

— June 12, 1963. Shots missed Frank Illiano, a Gallo family member. 
Vincent DiTucci of the opposing side was killed. Jerry Basciano 
was arrested for the murder but released because of msufficient 
evidence. 

— June 18, 1963. Alfred Mondella was killed. Nicholas Getch of the 
Gallo gang killed Joseph Cardiello. Later the same day the oppo- 
sition struck back and killed Louis Mariani. 

— September 3, 1963. The situation changed when Joseph Magliocco 
stepped down from the leadership position and retired. He an- 
nounced to his assembled capos that these were the orders of the 
commission. There was a cease-fire, and the commission took 
charge of the family. 

— In early 1964, Joseph Colombo was appointed by the commis- 
sion as leader, and the war came to an end. The casualty list 
included 9 dead, 3 missing, presumed dead, 11 wounded or beaten, 
and 9 fired at, but missed. 

(138) The importance of these rifts was reflected a year later in a 
September 22, 1964, conversation between Mike Genovese (brother 
of boss Vito Genovese) and Tommy Eboli, a capo in the Genovese fam- 
ily. They were discussing Joe Bonanno’s reluctance to report to the 
commission to explain his misdeeds. 

Eboli. If one member can dispute a commission order you 
can say goodbye to Cosa Nostra, because the commission is 
the backbone of Costa Nostra. 

It will be like the Irish mobs who flght among themselves 
and they [the Italians] will be having gang wars like they 
had years ago. 

(139) A third major concern in 1963 was the decision of the Justice 
Department to have Joseph Valachi appear before a congressional 
committee to testify publicly about his membership in La Cosa Nostra 
and about organized crime generally. 

(140) While few people knew in advance of his willingness to coop- 
erate, even in law enforcement circles, organized crime had learned 
about it. It was discussed widely throughout the La Cosa Nostra, and 
a number of members followed the hearings on television. The follow- 
ing are examples of organized crime’s reactions : 

(141) James Lanza, leader of the La Cosa Nostra family in San 
Francisco, on August 12, 1963, was overheard talking with an associ- 
ate, Vito Bruno : 

Lanza. Yeah ; this guy Joe Valachi is the guy who is telling 
about it [La Cosa Nostra], 

V. B. Cosa Nostra. Cosa Nostra. 

Lanza. This guy is in jail, Vito Genovese is in jail, too. 
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This guy gave information to the fedeials. He attacked a man 
with a rock and killed him, and the prison officials didn’t 
know why he killed him. Anyway, this guy thought the Mafia, 
the Cosa Nostra had sent the guy in to kill him. 

This thing has come out now in the papers, but he has been 
telling about it for the past year. 

V. B. They know everything. 

Lanza. Yeah. 

(142) On September 17, 1963, Stefano Magaddino was heard to say, 
after a lengthy discussion about Joseph Valachi, “We passed laws that 
this guy has got to die.” 

(143) On September 27, 1963, John Sebastian LaRocca’s decision 
to remain in the Pittsburgh area during the months of October and 
November 1963 was said to depend on the testimony of Joseph Va- 
lachi. If his testimony should “hit closer to home,” LaRocca would 
take a short vacation at his Bel Aire, Fla., residence. LaRocca was 
extremely annoyed at Valachi’s testimony and would not allow it to 
be discussed in his presence. He claimed, “Valachi hasn’t done a decent 
thing since he was born, and never did a good thing in his life.” La- 
Rocca, in fact, departed for Florida on October 10, 1963. 

(144) On September 28, 1963, Stefano Magaddino, Peter Magad- 
dino, and Sam Rangatore discussed newspaper coverage of Joseph 
Valachi’s testimony. Magaddino was concerned that some time in the 
past he had told Valachi about a murder that he, Magaddino, had 
committed. The participants in the conversation characterized Va- 
lachi’s testmony as “fairy tales.” Magaddino said that Vito Genovese 
should have killed Valachi. 

(145) On October 10, 1963, Giancana and English talked about 
Valachi’s testimony. They said they believed that Valachi would not 
be able to hurt the Chicago organization, but that he was doing great 
harm to the New York members. English feared the Government 
would capitalize on the situation in the future to obtain other in- 
formants by showing that they had gone along with Valachi and had 
not held him accountable for his crimes. 

(146) On October 16, 1963, Giancana issued instructions to all po- 
litical associates to discontinue their practice of attending weddings 
and funerals of hoodlum families. 

(147) On October 24, 1963, in Miami, Fla., Madeline Costello, wife 
of Charles, a mob figure, was speaking to an unidentified male: 

I won’t talk in this house, that’s the way things are, all 
right. I want to talk. I’ll take a walk outside. You know 
there’s got to be something in this house. 

(148) She continued saying that the house was vacant so much there 
was ample time and opportunity for installation of a “mike.” She 
had expressed similar thoughts in the past. She then commented on 
the situation: 

I’ll tell you the things they are doing to that man [Angelo 
Bruno] are awful, just terrible * * *. 

Unknown Male. They are crucifying him ! ^ 

Madeline. And for what? It’s all a political thing, you 
know. 
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(149) Madeline went on to indicate that Valachi had never laid eyes 
on Bruno. They all laughed at how ridiculous the Senate hearings 
were. They imitated the senators and laughed at Valachi’s descrip- 
tion of a “fcss of death.” 

Unknown Male. The hearing is all political, instigated by 
Robert Kennedy. They’re murdering the Italian name. 

(150) On October 25, 1963, Joe Zerilli, the Detroit leader, orders all 
Italian syndicate numbers operations closed. This order came as a 
result of the Valachi testimony and an IRS raid in Toledo, Ohio.* 

(151) The FBI’s La Cosa Nostra file also reflected that the New 
York La Cosa Nostra was developing a strategy to discredit the 
Valachi testimony by suggesting he was insane and citing the mental 
history of his family members. They planned to find out if his wife 
had any papers which might substantiate their claim. 

(152) At the conclusion of the Senate Committee’s work, Director 
Hoover provided the FBI’s perspective of the Valachi hearings. In a 
March 2, 1964, telephone conversation with Senator John L. McClel- 
lan, Hoover said that the Valachi hearings “shook them all up.” The 
Senator suggested that the Director write him a letter to that effect. 
Hoover said he would consider it. 

(153) On March 6, 1964, Hoover sent a letter to Senator McClellan. 
It stated, in part : 

In pursuing this purpose, your committee has placed on the 
record information concerning conditions most citizens did 
not realize existed. There is no doubt that attention across the 
Nation was focused on Joseph Valachi’s testimony regarding 
La Cosa Nostra, as well as on the testimonjr of other wit- 
nesses who appeared at these hearings. Public opinion was 
moved against the forces of evil. 

K, Attitude toward the Kennedy s: Before and after 

(154) During the early 1960’s, many complaints, some threatening, 
were voiced generally by La Cosa Nostra members against the law 
enforcement officers who were hounding them. Some individual FBI 
agents were specifically reviled. Interestingly, however, there was 
little, if any, malice specifically directed toward Director Hoover. 
The real anger was seemingly reserved for the Kennedys, particularly 
Robert. The following information illustrates where La Cosa Nostra 
members lay the blame for their problems and what they anticipated 
from the future. 

(155) On February 9, 1962, Angelo Bruno and Willie Weisburg 
discussed the Kennedys. Weisburg, a business associate of Bruno’s, 
was complaining about the FBI and the Kennedys; 

Weisburg. See what Kennedy done. With Kennedy, a guy 
should take a knife, like one of them other guys, and stab 
and kill the [obscenity], where he is now. Somebody should 
kill the [obscenity]. I mean it. This is true. Honest to God. 


♦The Valachi hearings included the testimony of Police Commissioner George 
Edwards of Detroit, who at the time had been designated to become a Federal 
judge ; he now serves on the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 
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It*s about time to go. But I tell you something, I hope I get 
a week’s notice. I’ll kill. Right in the f obscenity] in the White 
House. Somebody’s got to get rid of this [obscenity]. 

Bruno, however responded to Weisburg with the following story 

Look, Willie, do you see there was a king, do you under- 
stand. And he found out that everybody was saying that 
he was a bad king. This is an old Italian story. So, there 
was an old wise woman about 140 years old. So, he figured. 

Let me go talk to the old wise woman. She knows every- 
thing. So he went to the old wise woman. So he says to her. 

I came here because I want your opinion. He says, do you 
think I’m a bad king. She says, no, I think you are a good 
king. He says, well how come everybody says I’m a bad king ? 

She says because they are stupid. They don’t know. He says, 
well how come, why do you say I’m 8 good king. Well, she 
said, I knew your great grandfather. He was a bad king. 

I knew your grandfather. He was worse. I knew your father. 

He was worse than them. You, you are worse than all of 
them, but your son, if you die, your son is going to be worse 
than you. So it’s better to be with you. (All laugh) So 
Brownell [former Attorney General] was bad. He was no 
[obscenity] good. He was this and that. 

Weisburg. Do you know what this man is going to do? 

He ain’t going to leave nobody alone. 

Bruno. I know he ain’t. But you see, everybody in there 
was bad. The other guy was good because the other guy was 
worse. Do you understand ? Brownell came. He was no good. 

He was worse than the guy before, 

Weisburg. Not like this one. 

Bruno, Not like this one. This one is worse. Right? If 
something happens to this guy. [Laughs.] 

Weisburg. Let me tell you something. The FBI always 
hated the IRS. Always. The IRS never checked with the 
Treasury nuen. They went separate ways. They wouldn’t give 
each other information. They wanted the credit themselves. 

He made it with local authorities. He made it ringaround 
the rosy, pal. 

Bruno. Oh, yeah. This guy is an accountant, see. So, now, 
he had to do something worse. So what ? He started to think, 
what can I do more than the other guy. The other guy made 
the antiracketeering law, gambling laws, he did this and 
he did that. What can I do. He says, I know what I can do. 
Anybody that has a record that is police property, when he 
gets pinched, no bail. [Bruno then compares the Italian 
process of not allowing bail and incarcerating individuals 
until proven innocent.] 

Weisburg. It’s still America, though. 

Bruno. So, it’s still America. They are trying to pass a 
Federal law that you can’t take the fifth [amendment]. 
When they grant you immunity you can’t take the fifth. 

Weisburg. They are not going to pass that law. 

Bruno. But they might. 
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(156) On February 17, 1962, Bruno had a conversation with Mario 
and Peter Maggio, in-laws and associates of Bruno. One of the 
Maggio’s said : 

Maggio. * * * Kennedy is going to leave, they are going 
to make him a special assistant (to the President) out of 
him. They want him out of the way, he is too much, he is 
starting to hurt too many people, like unions. He is not only 
hurting the racket guys, but others, antitrust ... I think 
that he is going to leave. But the only reason he won’t leave, 
which 1 heard before, you see he wants Edgar Hoover out 
of that, 

(157) On May 2, 1962, two New York La Cosa Nostra members, 
Sal Profaci and Michelino Clemente, and a third unidentified indivi- 
dual named Bob, were talking. Clemente commented: 

Clemente. Bob Kennedy won’t stop today until he puts 
us all in jail all over the country. Until the commission meets 
and puts its foot down, things will be at a standstill. When 
we meet, we all got to shake hands, and sit down and talk, 
and, if there is any trouble with a particular regime, it’s got 
to be kept secret, and only the heads are to know about it, 
otherwise some broad finds out, and finally the newspapers. 

(158) Later in the conversation, Clemente stated that things were 
not like they were years ago, when the commission would meet once 
a month and there were no cops around to spy on them. Today, ho 
said, in order to have a meeting, ^ou have to tell each one individually 
about the meeting, without letting them know who else would tJe 
present or what the meeting was going to be about, so that there would 
be no chance of any information leaking out. 

(159) In January 1963 in Chicago, Chuck English bemoaned the 
fact that the Federal Government was closing in on the organization 
and apparently nothing could be done about it. He made various 
inflammatory remarks about the Kennedy administration, 

( 160 ) In J anuary 1963, Raymond Patriarca, the mob leader of Boston 
who operated out of Providence, R.I., had a long conversation with 
Gennaro Anguilo and Peter Limone, two associates, about Robert 
Kennedy, In summary, Patriarca stated that things were not too good 
as long as Attorney General Kennedy was in Washington, D.C. He 
related an argument he had had with Robert Kennedy when called 
before a congressional committee 3 or 4 years earlier. 

(161) On May^3, 1963, Stefano Magaddino was heard to say: 

We are in a l)ad situation in Cosa Nostra, When Profaci 
died, the Borgata [family] broke up. 

They know everything under the Sun. They know who’s 
back of it, they know .^ici, they Imow Capodecina, they 
know there is a commission. We got to watch right now, this 
thing, where it goes and stay as quiet as possible. 

Magaddino then expressed a bitter hatred for Atty. Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. 

(162) In October 1963, Sam Giancan a, Ch arles English, Tony Ac- 
cardo, and Butch Blasi had a long conversation in Chicago. They 
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discussed |lobert Kennedy’s not being available for a Columbus Day 
parade, but coming to Chicago on October 13 for a B’nai B'rith affair. 
The “Jews” downtown were, they said, beaming. They also discussed 
the Bobby Baker scandal. Baker had just resigned his job, and they 
had not done anything to him. They surmised that he must have come 
out with a ton of money. 

(163) Next they talked about Chicago Police Superintendent O. W. 
Wilson’s chart on the La Cosa Nostra, presented before the Mc- 
Clellan committee at the Valachi hearings. “On top he had an Italian 
organization.” Chuck English spoke of the possibility of the Teamsters 
Union going back into the AFL — it would hurt Kennedy if they were 
to take Hoff a back. 

(164) They discussed golf. An unidentified person asked if Bobby 
Kennedy played golf ; they knew John Kennedy did. Another person 
suggested putting a bomb in his golf bag, and they all laughed. 

(165) On October 31, 1963, Stefano Magaddino and Peter Mag- 
addino had a discussion about President Kennedy. Peter stated that 
“He should drop dead.” He then added that “they should kill the 
whole family, the mother and father too!” “When he talks he talks 
like a mad dog. He says, ‘My brother the Attorney General.’ Why, he 
never won a case. He never tried a case.” 

(166) The brutal murder of the President in November 1963 did 
not cause any changes in feelings. 

(167) In New York City, when Morris Schlitten, a major numbers 
gambling operator, learned of the President’s death, he said “Good ! ! 
Too bad they didn’t kill his brother Bobby, too !” 

(168) On November 22, 1963, Sam (Giancana and Chuck English 
met. Part of the discussion was of the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy. Giancana commented that Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy would not 
have the power he previously had, and that he would now be answer- 
able to a person not his brother. 

(169^ On November 25, 1963, Giancana, English, and Butch Blasi, all 
memoers of the Chicago criminal organization, were talking. English 
said : “I am not a hypocrite. I didn’t like him before he died, and I 
stiU feel the same way. If he wanted to put me in jail then [obscenity] 
him ! !” At another point, English commented of Oswald, “This 24- 
year-old kid was an anarchist. He was a Marxist Communist.” Gian- 
cana rwlied, “He was a marksman who knew how to shoot I” 

(170) On November 24, 1963, Stefano Magaddino, Peter Magaddino, 
Antonio Magaddino, and Sam Rangatore speculate about Jack Ruby 
and Lee Harvey Oswald. Stefano Magaddino said : 

Its a shame we’ve been embarrassed before the whole 
world by allowing the President to be killed in our own ter- 
ritory. You can be sure that the police spies will be watching 
carefully to see what we think and say about this, 

(171) On November 26, 1963, Stefano Magaddino, Peter Magaddino, 
and Sam Rangatore again speculated about Jack Ruby and Lee 
Oswald. Fred Randaccio entered and congratulated Rangatore on 
the death of the President. There was laughing, and then Stefano 
Magaddino cautioned the group. He said that the public would be 
watching for their reaction and that they must not joke. All agreed. 
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(172) Magaddino then went on to say that President Kennedy was 
one of the Nation’s greatest presidents and blamed the assassination 
on his brother, Robert Kennedy. Robert Kennedy pressed too many 
issues behind the scenes. Neither the President nor Hoover nor the 
FBI wished to bring up “discussions,” which were brought out by 
the Valachi hearings. The Attorney General had to “accomplish some- 
thing” and so had pressed too many issues. 

(173) On December 3, 1963, Chuck English, Sam Giancana, and Butch 
Blasi, all members of the Chicago criminal organization, were to- 
gether. English said : 

I tell you something, in another 2 months from now, the 
FBI will be like it was 5 years ago. They won’t be around no 
more. They say the FBI will get it [the investigation of the 
President’s death]. They’re gonna start running down Fair 
Play for Cuba, Fair Play for Matsu. They call that more 
detrimental to the country than us guys. 

These local problems at home, let the local police take care 
of it. 

(174) On February 2, 1964, Angelo Bruno, Charles Costello, Ben 
Golub, Harry Zimand, and Tony (LNU) were present. In a discus- 
sion of the Kennedy assassination, someone commented, “It is too bad 
his brother Bobby was not in that car too,” 

(175) On March 13, 1964, Stefano Magaddino and Peter Magaddino 
were talking to John Camilleri and Joseph Bongiomo, two members 
of the La Cosa Nostra organization in Buffalo. When Attorney Gen- 
eral Robert Kennedy was mentioned, Peter Magaddino said, “We’ll 
fight him as long as he lives, he is always crucifying people.” 

(176) On August 13, 1964, Russell Bufalino, a Pennsylvania mob 
leader, was complaining that someone was unable to do him a favor, 
and commented : 

The Kennedys are responsible for all my troubles. They 
killed the good one [John Kennedy]. They should have killed 
the other little guy [Robert Kennedy]. 

L, Analysis of the evidence 

(177) The conversation of major La Cosa Nostra figures establish 
a number of important points. As a group and as individuals, they felt 
pressure from the Federal Government, Their attention was focused 
on Robert Kennedy, but there is no evidence or even a hint that this 
pressure and focus matured into a concrete plan to relieve the pressure 
generated by Robert Kennedy by destroying Ms political oase by 
killing the President. 

(178) Nevertheless, caution is in order. While extensive, the intelli- 
gence program of the FBI and other police agencies was not compre- 
hensive. Major groups and individuals were hardly touched or covered 
at all. For example, little is known about either Santos Trafficante in 
Florida or Carlos Marcello in Louisiana. 

III. ORGANIZED CRIME MURDERS: ANY PRECEDENTS? 

(179) Another major issue in this analysis was whether there have 
been any parallel homicides in the history of organized crime that 
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might cast light on the Presidential assassination and the manner in 
which it was carried out. 

(180) A great deal is in fact known about the type of victims and the 
methods by which organized crime has traditionally committed 
murder. The information has been obtained from highly knowledge- 
able sources, usually the killers themselves. For example, 

— Abe Keles and others in Murder, Incorporated confessed to their 
own participation in murder and then testified against others in 
New York City and Los Angeles. 

— Joseph Valachi included the details of a number of murders in 
New York City in his testimony before the McClellan committee, 
— Joseph Luparelli confessed the details of his participation in the 
murder of Joe Gallo in New York City. 

— Joseph Barboza testified against Kaymond Patriarca and others 
in New England in a context where murder was a central question. 
— Raymond Ferritto of Erie, Pa., participated in several homicides 
in Cleveland in which he implicated James Frattiano, James 
Licavoli and others. 

— Much was also learned from sources such as Frank Bompensiero 
of San Diego, Calif., an FBI top echelon informant for 12 years, 
who was himself a homicide victim. 

A. Attitude toward murder 

(181) The use of violence generally, and murder more particularly, 
is restricted by the leadership in organized crime. Murder is regarded 
as a method of last resort. 

(182) In the 1960’s, Peter Ferrara, an organized crime figure 
said, “If it wasn’t for us, there could have been 20 Chicagos.” * As 
organized crime became more disciplined at the close of the Prohibi- 
tion Era, violence of the gang- war type went into a marked decline. 

(183) Even though overt and frequent violence declined, the threat 
remained. Criminals learned to use this threat of violence, especially 
execution, to achieve their goals. They realize that where fear is great 
enough, actual violence becomes unnecessary. 

B. The victims 

(184) The evidence shows that organized crime has judiciously 
avoiding using force against law enforcement officers, other govern- 
ment officials, reporters and certain other groups of people. In 1963, 
when Vito Genovese was asked to authorize violence against Federal 
narcotics agents accused of “framing” some of his men, he vetoed the 
suggestion. Exceptions usually turn out to be persons who have 
doublecrossed the criminal organization. 

(185) There is no precedent in the United States for violence di- 
rected at a high-level public official. In fact, it is said that Arthur 
“Dutch Schultz” Flegenheimer’s plan to kill Thomas Dewey, then 
district attorney of New York County, was the major factor in 
Schultz’s murder in the 1930’s. 

C. Characteristics of organized crime murders 

(186) The following are the characteristics of a typical organized 
crime murder. 

*This is an apparent reference to the St. Valentine’s Day massacre. 
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(1) The authorizer, 

(187) Use of violence requires authorization and approval. This is 
particularly true when the intended victim has been a member of the 
criminal organization, an employee or a business associate. 

(188) Approval usually must be given by a person of rank, power 
and authority. He is the authorizer. Because authorization of a crime 
involves the same degree of guilt as commission of the crime, the au- 
thorizer will try to hide his role so that there will be no direct evidence 
of complicity. Usually, the person conveys approval through one 
trusted and close confidante, who becomes the expediter. 

(2) The ex'pediter, 

(189) This person has responsibility for seeing the crime is accom- 
plished. He is given wide latitude as to how it is carried out. For 
example, he can do it himself, he can recruit others, or he can join 
with others. 

(190) Although the expediter has the option of committing the 
crime (thus reducing the conspiracy to two persons, himself and the 
authorizer), this is the least likely possibility. He, too, is aware that 
layers of insulation provide protection. Most likely he will give “the 
contract” to others, although he cannot divest himself of responsibility 
for success or failure. He may subcontract the matter to a subexpediter 
or recruit a “hit team.” In either event, he will restrict himself to 
trusted persons. 

(3) Hitmen 

(191) Where possible, hit men are recruited who have a record of 
successful commission of crimes. In the argot of organized crime, 
a successful “hit” is one way of “earning your bones,” that is, being 
accepted as a member in the criminal organization or, if already one, 
earning a position of trust. Persons doing their first “hit” will usually 
be part of a team with more experienced mentors. 

(192) Frequently, at least two executioners will be involved on the 
“hit” to insure success. They may act simultaneously, in the case of 
shootings, or one may back the other up. 

(193) “Importing” out-of-town killers is the exception rather than 
the rule. 

(4) Murder weapon 

(194) Most frequently, the murder is committed by gunshot, using 
handguns. There are variations, which depend on individual taste, 
local custom or special circumstances. Killers in Chicago have tradi- 
tionally favored the shotgun, while killers in Youngstown, Ohio, in the 
past and in Cleveland in the mid-1970’s used dynamite and other 
explosives. Rifles have been used where it was difficult to get close to 
the victim, the case during gang wars. Knives, ice picks, and strangula- 
tion by garroting have also been employed. 

( 5 ) W heelmen and the hit car 

(195) Usually a car is used to reach and leave the location of the 
murder. There is a definite advantage to having a driver, known as 
a wheelman, who is local and not “imported,” 
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(6) The crash car 

(196) Frequently, to insure the safety of the shooters, a second car, 
referred to as a crash car, will be used. Most likely it will not be a 
stolen vehicle (where as the actual “hit car” might be). The operator 
should (if possible) be someone without a criminal record and not 
easily identified with the rest of the “hit team.” The crash car may 
carry a second person to serve as an observer. 

(197) The role of the crash car is to cut off pursuit by a police 
vehicle or civic-minded citizen while the “hit car” makes its getaway. 
As its name implies, it may crash into the pursuit vehicle, with the 
driver liable for nothing more than a summons for failure to yield 
right-of-way. 

(7) The pager 

(198) Sometimes the “hit team” does not know the victim and would 
not recognize him. In this event, a “fingerman” — someone who does 
know the victim — will point him out. This person may be a friend oi 
associate of the victim and often is used to lure him to an appointed 
place. 

( 8 ) Limited conspiracy 

(199) I^ile it is thus possible for eight or more people to be in- 
volved in a typical gangland slaying, quite frequently they do not 
know each other at the time, and it is probable that only one would 
be in a position to give direct evidence against the issuer of the 
“contract.” 

( 9 ) Method vernation 

(200) Sometimes variations of this methodology are used that have 
special meaning. For example, leaving the victim's corpse behind in an 
ordinary shooting is a form of according “all the honors of war to 
an enemy.” The family of the deceased may then have a proper funer- 
al and is able to arrange the dead man’s affairs. When there is no body, 
a proper ceremony cannot be held and the man’s estate cannot be 
probated until legal death is declared by an appropriate authority. 
This type of murder is usually reserved for someone who “double- 
crossed” the person authorizing the killing.* 

(10) Disposal of the body 

(201) Bodies that are to disappear are usually dumped at sea, com- 
pacted in an automobile, or buried at out of the way locations such as 
the New Jersey chicken farm where the FBI once recovered identifi- 
able corpses. 

D, Three exceptions 

(202) While this methodology is representative of traditional pat- 
tern of organized crime violence and murder, departures from that 
pattern have been recorded : 

* In the 1976 murder of John Rosselli, the body was supposed to “disappear.” 
It had been cut up (probably because rigor mortis had set in between the time of 
death and the time of disposal), stuffed into an oil drum, and dropped into the 
sea. It later floated up in Biscayne Bay. This effort to hide the body, together 
with the fact that his car was left at the Miami International Airport, gave rise 
to the hypothesis that his assassin (s) were trying to make it appear he had 
voluntarily departed to avoid deportation. 
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— ^The acid blinding of news reporter Victor Kiesel in New York 
City in 1956. 

— The shooting of Joseph Colombo in New York City in 1971. 

— ^The murder of Sol Landie, a Federal witness against La Cosa 
Nostra members, in Kansas City, Missouri, 

(1) Victor Riesel 

(203) Victor Eiesel, a nationally syndicated labor columnist, had 
been writing unfavorably about six or seven New York City locals of 
the United Auto Workers, American Federation of Labor. The 
jurisdiction of these locals was vague, but it was aimed at un- 
skilled employees of automobile agencies and car washes in New 
York City. 

(204) These locals and their hoodlum officers were shortly to be- 
come the infamous “paper locals” that obtained charters from the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. (The term “paper locals” 
was coined during the investigation of the McClellan committee to 
indicate that a sizable portion of the membership did not exist. The 
Senate investigation showed that the principal function of these lo- 
cals was to provide officers who would vote for James Eiddle Hoffa 
as international president in 1957.) 

(205) The regional director of UAW-AFL was John Dio^ardia. 
At the time, he was a member of the Thomas Lucchese family of La 
Cosa Nostra, and a person of influence in New York City’s garment 
industry. His brother, Thomas, owned a material suppl]^ house; his 
uncle, James Plumeri, was a labor fixer and involved in gambling 
activities in the garment area; and Joseph Berger, a close associate, 
was president of the vital trucking local of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union. 

(206) Eiesel considered Dioguardia’s role as a “labor leader” to be 
suspect and accused him of not being representative of the American 
labor movement.* It was strongly believed that the six or seven lo- 
cals under Dioguardia’s leadership were principally involved in ob- 
taining money through labor racketeering. 

(207) Since April 2, 1956, Eiesel had been filling in for radio 
broadcaster Barry Gray on a program aired from Hutton’s Eestau- 
rant between midnight and 2 a.m. After the April 5 program, Eiesel, 
in the company of Bettie Nevins, a radio and television assistant, and 
Abe Savage, a friend, had gone to Lindy’s Eestaurant, at the time 
a popular late night hangout for media people, entertainers, and 
others. About 3 a.m., the three left Lindy’s. Savage walked north on 
Broadway, while Eiesel and Nevins proceeded to her car. A youn^ 
man approached Eiesel, attracted his attention and threw sulfuric 
acid in his face. He then escaped on foot. 

(208) This vicious assault immediately became a cause celebre. The 
District Attorney of New York County had additional members of 
the New York City Police Department assigned to his office so that 
he could handle the investigation directly. The Attorney General of 
the United States ordered the FBI to conduct an investigation which 
was given high priority. Federal jurisdiction was based on obstruc- 


•In 1958, Dioguardla had been convicted of labor extortion and Income tax 
evasion for not having declared the proceeds of the extortion as earned income. 
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tion of justice, since Riesel was possibly to be asked to appear before 
a Federal grand jury investigating labor racketeering. 

(209) The case was solved in a comparatively short time. In a mat- 
ter of days, police and FBI agents had rounded up and interviewed 
some of the principals. This fact was unusual. Even more unusual 
were riie participants and the statements they made to the FBI, 
especially their admissions of complicity. 

( 210 ) The cast of characters included : 

— Abraham Telvi, a young man in his early 20’s. Recruited to “beat 
up a guy who is bothering some fellow’s wife,” he was at the time 
a petty thief. Within days after the occurrence, Telvi had ad- 
mitted his role to at least four friends and acquaintances. 

— Joseph Carlino, alias Joe Pilo, age 43, unemployed. He recruited 
Telvi, whom he knew from “around the neighborhood,” and 
introduced him to Dominick Bando, who had approached Car- 
lino with the “contract” for Riesel, saying it was worth $500. 

— Dominick Bando, age 47. He admitted obtaining the services 
of Telvi through Joseph Carlino and said he did so as a favor 
to Gondolfo ‘%hiekie” Miranti, a small-time local bookmaker 
who resided in the area and operated out of a neighborhood candy 
store, Bando claimed he received no money. 

— Gondolfo “Shiekie” Miranti, age 37, a small-time bookmaker. He 
admitted that he had been approached by Charles Tuso, whom 
he knew “from the neighborhood,” with a contract for $1,000. 
Miranti knew it was to be an acid job, but maintained he did not 
know who Victor Riesel was at the time. Tuso had a messenger 
deliver the jar of acid after Miranti reported that he had obtained 
a recruit. Miranti claimed that he met with Tuso, John Dio- 
guardia, and Thomas Dioguardia at a local social club, where they 
made a first payment of $500. 

— Charles Tuso was employed in the garment area and lived in the 
same neighborfiood as the others. It is on the lower east side of 
Manhattan where the former Jewish ghetto abutted Little Italy. 
The Dioguardia family had once lived in this area, although 
John had moved to Point Lookout, Long Island, and Thomas to 
Scarsdale, Westchester County, both affluent suburbs. 

(211) The events were reconstructed as follows: Tuso offered Mi- 
ranti a “contract” for $1,000 to throw acid in Riesel’s face. Miranti 
claimed he was given a down payment of $500 in the presence of 
Tuso and the Dioguardia brothers. Miranti mentioned the contract 
to Bando in terms of a $500 contract to “beat up a guy.” There was no 
evidence that Bando received or expected to receive any money. Bando 
then recruited Telvi through Joseph Carlino, 

(212) Investigators had obtained statements from two witnesses who 
were able to place Miranti in Hutton’s Restaurant on two occasions 
before the attack. One witness identified Abe Telvi from a photograph 
as having been with Miranti on the premises the night of the attack. 
Apparently he was “fingering” (identifying) Riesel for Miranti. 

(213) After the attack, while running away, Telvi was stopped by 
two police officers. Telvi said he was being chased by two Puerto Ricans 
with a knife who had tried to rob him. The police officers went in 
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search of the nonexistent robbers, and Telvi took a cab downtown to 
‘•the neighborhood,” where he reported to Miranti. 

(214) Telvi himself had been burned on the right side of his face 
and neck by some of the acid. It was decided that he should not get 
medical care. He went to a girlfriend’s house where he stayed for one 
and a half weeks, during which time he received a payment of $500. He 
gave $180 to Joseph Carlino for “getting me the job.” A few days later, 
Miranti gave him an additional $100 for the clothes damaged by 
the acid. 

(215) Telvi said to his girlfriend and others that he had been told 
big people were behind the crime and that there were “millions of 
dollars” to back him up. He said to one acquaintance that he expected 
to be “put on a payroll for $200 per week for the rest of my life.” 

(216) As the investigation built up, Miranti gave Telvi an additional 
$500, and Carlino arranged for Telvi and his girlfriend to go to 
Youngstown, Ohio, to stay with a friend Carlino had made in Federal 
prison. Leo Telvi, Abe’s brother, drove him, his girlfriend and Car- 
lino to Ohio and returned with Carlino in early Jime. 

(217) Telvi’s stay in Youngstown was short, and the $500 did not 
last very long. (Youngstown had wide open, illegal casino gambling 
at that time.) He returned to New York City, broke up with his girl- 
friend, beating her badly in an argument, and indicated that he 
needed more money. Miranti paid another $500 and arranged for 
someone to drive him to Florida. Telvi had indicated to an associate 
that he suspected the driver to be an executioner. Telvi left the vehicle 
somewhere in New Jersey and returned home. 

(218) On July 28, 1956, Telvi was murdered, the body abandoned 
close to New York City police headquarters. 

(219) On August 17, Federal charges of obstruction of justice were 
brought against Gondolfo Miranti and Joseph Carlino. On August 28, 
Federal charges of obstruction of justice were also brought against 
John Dioguardia, Thomas Dioguardia, Charles Tuso, Charles Carlino 
and Dominick Bando. On December 6, Miranti and Bando were sen- 
tenced to 5 years in jail; Miranti was also fined $10,000. Both were 
sent to Atlanta. 

(220) On December 21, in New York Coimty Court, the State 
brought two counts of maiming and one of conspiracy against Gon- 
dolfo Miranti, Dominick Bando and Joseph Carlino. 

(221 ) On January 21, 1957, Miranti pled guilty to the State charges. 
He was sentenced to ^ years on each of the two counts of 
maiming (sentences to run concurrently) , and one year for conspiracy, 
to run consecutively. 

(222) On January 25, Bando interrupted the selection of jurors 
to plead guilty to two counts of assault, second degree. He got two 
2y2 to 5 year sentences, to run concurrently. 

(223) In the opinion of Federal officers involved in the case, the 
conviction of the others (including one Theodore Eij, a close 
Dioguardia associate believed to have been involved) on the F^jeral 
charges would require some testimony from Miranti. When Miranti 
and Bando were brought before a Federal grand jury and directed 
to answer questions, they both refused. They were found guilty of 
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contempt and sentenced to 5 years — to run concurrently with the 5 
they were then serving. The Federal case against the others was 
eventually dismissed on November 3, 1965. 

(224) In several wa^^s, this crime was an exceptional departure from 
the traditional standards governing organized crime’s use of violence : 

— It was an act of violence against representatives of the media, 
something that had not occurred since the murder of Jake Lingle, 
a Chicago newsman, in the 1930’s. It was not to happen again 
until the bombing death of Don Bolles in Arizona in the mid- 
1970’s. 

— The contract was let to a person who was not a member of the 
criminal organization issuing it. The use of Telvi, an outsider 
of limited capability (he was believed to be a drug abuser), was 
deemed to have been a gross tactical error. Telvi ’s demise was 
presumed to have been handled by the middlemen who had re- 
cruited him in order to avoid the wrath of Dioguardia over their 
poor selection. 

— None of the other participants were known to have been a mem- 
ber of Dioguardia’s criminal organization. 

— There is no evidence indicating that this act was considered or 
concurred in by higher ranking persons in organized crime than 
Dioguardia. 

(2) Joseph Colombo 

(225) On June 28, 1971, Joseph Colombo, leader of one of the New 
York La Cosa Nostra families, was addressing thousands of people 
at the second annual outdoor rally of the Italian- American Civil 
Rights League at Columbus Circle, New York City. Just over 1 year 
earlier, in response to the arrest of one of his sons by the FBI, 
Colombo had formed the league and picketed the FBI building in 
New York City. Media coverage had been extensive. He held the first 
outdoor rally shortly after that event, ostensibly as an attempt to 
obtain civil rights for Italian- Americans. On that occasion, Colombo 
had been joined on the speaker’s platform by four Members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives. During the following year, the league 
had begun to charter chapters in other cities. A fundraising benefit 
headed by Frank Sinatra had helped to raise $500,000. Colombo ap- 
peared on network television programs to discuss his goals for the 
new organization and had negotiated with the producer of the film, 
“The Godfather,” to remove the words “Mafia” and “La Cosa Nostra” 
from the script. 

(226) Prior to the second annual rally, the press in New York City 
had reported that Joseph Gallo, a dissident member of Colombo’s 
family, was opposed to the movement. 

(227) On June 28, a young Black man, Jerome Johnson, carrying 
cameras and with some press identification, approached the speaker’s 
stand and shot Colombo three times in the head. Colombo underwent 
emergency surgery, but remained in a coma and died 7 years later, 
in the spring of 1978. 

(228) Jerome Johnson was immediately thrown to the CTOund by 
nearby police and wardens of the League. As the mass of ladies fell 
to the ground, there was further gunfire. When the various people 
became untangled, it was discovered that Jerome Johnson had b^n 
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shot to death. The two weapons involved in the two shootings were 
found lying on the ground. 

(229) The investigation of both shootings was directed by Chief of 
Detectives Albert A, Seedman of the New York City Police Depart- 
ment, who concluded that Jerome Johnson had, in some way, been 
recruited for the assassination by Joseph Gallo. Several supporters of 
Colombo indicated they held the same belief, and about 1 year later 
Gallo himself was assassinated by Colombo loyalists. 

(230) The murder of Jerome Johnson is still unsolved. The murder 
of Joseph Gallo is considered “solved,” in that one participant, Joseph 
Luparelli, confessed his role and named others. He confirmed that the 
“contract” on Gallo was ordered because of his alleged involvement in 
the shooting of Colombo. Nevertheless, there was insufficient corroba- 
tive evidence for prosecution of the Gallo homicide. 

(231) Johnson has been described as a nondescript “loner” who at 
various times in his criminal career was involved with narcotics, por- 
nography, and prostitution. Gallo, while in prison, had become very 
friendly with Black criminals and maintained these friendships after 
his release. The strong indication is that Ghillo would have b^n able 
to recruit Johnson through other Blacks serving as intermediaries. 

(3) Sol Landie 

(232) In the early 1970’s, the Kansas City office of the FBI was con- 
ducting an investigation into the bookmaking o^rations of the La 
Cosa Nostra family in Kansas City, then run oy Frank Tousa under 
the direction of Nick Civella, the family leader. Authorization had 
been received for a title III surveillance of a telephone located in the 
Colonial Park Social Club at 1048 East Fifth Street, Kansas City, for 
a 10-day period from January 8 through January 17, 1970. Conversa- 
tions were picked up between two betting partners, Sol Landie and 
Alvin Hurst. Both were area businessmen. Landie was engaged in 
the salvage business in Kansas City, Kans. ; Alvin Hurst was a well- 
known jeweler in Kansas City, Mo. Both had reputations of being big 
bettors, and Hurst was suspected of being a jewelry fence. 

(233) On August 10, 1970, and August ll, 1970, respectively Hurst 
and Landie were both subpenaed to appear before a Federal grand 
jury investigating gambling operations in Kansas City. Both invoked 
the fifth amendment. On August 12, 1970, they were granted immu- 
nity, and they testified about their gambling and about bookmaker 
Tousa. That they had testified was given press and television coverage. 

(234) On October 2, 1970, a four-count indictment for interstate 
gambling and conspiracy was returned against Nicholas Civella, 
Frank Tousa, Anthony Civella (a nephew of Nick’s), and Martin 
Chess, a Las Vegas layoff bookmaker. 

(236) The Kansas City Metropolitan Police Squad reported that 
in the early hours of the morning of November 22, 1970, four Black 
males entered the residence of Sol Landie at 7914 Washington Street, 
Kansas City, Mo. They came in through an open, back ^rage door 
and then broke into the house. Landie and his wife were threatened 
with death if they did not reveal the location of their valuables. The 
house was ransacked by the burglars in the search. At some point, Mrs, 
Landie was raped by two of the intruders. Sol Landie was shot to 
death through a pillow placed over his head. 
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(236) Information from informants led to the arrests, on November 
24 and 25, of Earl Howard, age 25, Edward Williams, age 23, Marquise 
Williams, age 19, and Gary Johnson, age 16. Property identified as the 
Landies’ was found in their possession. In addition, Gary Johnson’s 
fingerprints were found in the Landies’ house. 

(237) On November 25, Johnson and the two Williams brothers 
admitted their guilt, indicating that the murder had been arranged 
by others. In a statement signed in the presence of others, Edward 
Williams said that Thomas Jefferson Lee, a Black male, and John 
Francoviglia had contracted for the murder, with Francoviglia prom- 
ising a payment of $2,000*. In mid-November, 1970, Lee had contacted 
Edward Williams and taken him to the Refine Oil Company at 1001 
Hardesty, Kansas City, Kans., where he “fingered” Sol Landie. Lee 
and Francoviglia had indicated that Landie had to be killed because 
he was a witness in a Federal gambling case. 

(238) Williams’ statement noted that Francoviglia had retained the 
four young men in the past to do several bombings. The modus oper- 
andi was for the young men to bomb some business establishment so 
that Francoviglia could afterwards approach the owners for a sum of 
money to prevent “the trouble” from happening again. 

(239) Williams said that he indicated he was reluctant to commit 
the murder but was called several times on the phone by Francoviglia 
who pressured him. He was made to feel that his own life would be 
in danger if he did not comply. 

(24fi) On November 21, 1970, the four men went to Landie’s place 
of business to kill him, but did not do so. Francoviglia then sug- 
gested that Landie’s residence would be an appropriate spot and gave 
them the address and the information that the back garage door was 
usually open. 

(241) On November 23, 1970, the day following the murder, Wil- 
liams went to see Francoviglia to collect the $2,000. Francoviglia told 
hm that Lee had the money. Williams proceeded to see Lee, who gave 
him $1,000, to be shared by the four. 

(242) Lee and Francoviglia were arrested November 26, 1970. A 
Jackson County grand jury returned first degree murder indictments 
against them on November 30, 1970. Included in the indictment were 
the two Williams brothers and Earl Howard. 

(243) On November 27, 1970, in Kansas City, prosecutor Joseph 
Teasdale was quoted in the Kansas City Times as saving that the 
murder was arranged by the La Cosa Nostra family or Kansas City. 
Nick Civella was quoted as denying the charge. 

(244) Ultimately, the two Williams brothers pled guilty and testi- 
fied for the State. They received life sentences. Later they changed 
their testimony about Howard, who was then tried separately and 
acquitted. Gary Johnson was treated within the juvenile court system. 

(245) Thomas Jefferson Lee and John Francoviglia were both con- 
victed and are now serving life sentences in the Missouri State Prison. 


♦The local police had known for some time that Lee and Francoviglia were 
associates. Francoviglia was also known to work in the illegal operations of 
Carl Civella, brother of Nick Civella. 
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(4) Summary 

(246) The three cases have similarities : 

— Each was solved in that the identity of the assassins became 
known. 

— In all three, the criminals suffered consequences. In two, the 
assassin was assassinated. In the Landie case, they were convicted 
and imprisoned. 

— In each case, it appears that the person who wanted the killing 
accomplished recruited the mercenaries through a middleman- 
broker. This is known in two of the cases and is the most reason- 
able conclusion in the Colombo shooting. 

— In each case, the person known or suspected of inspiring the 
violence was a member of, or connected with, La Cosa Nostra. 

— In all cases, the persons hired were not “professional” killers, 
but low-level felons outside of organized crime. 

— In all cases, the killers can be considered dupes who were used in 
a conspiracy of which they were probably unaware. 

— In all cases, the methodology used in the crime insulated and hid 
the organized crime connection, rather than giving a “message” 
that organized criminals were behind the action. 

(247) The characteristics of these cases give some support to the 
theories that have been advanced concerning the assassination of 
President Kennedy. This is particularly true of the need to hide the 
identity of conspirators and to place the blame on a “dupe.” 

IV. CONCLUSION : LIKELIHOOD OF INVOLVEMENT BY LA COSA NOSTRA 

(248) In 1963, organized crime obviously had a strong motive for 
bringing about some change at the national level. While the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy does not resemble traditional organized 
crime violence, the existence of exceptions to the traditional pattern 
of organized crime violence precludes foreclosing the possibility of its 
involvement. 

(249) Assuming that organized crime might have been involved, 
two issues that needed to be addressed were : 

— Was there any evidence that La Cosa Nostra, through its govern- 
ing body, the national commission, had any involvement in the 
death of the President ? 

— Did one or more of its members have any involvement in the death 
of the President? 

(250) The intelligence gathered in the 1960’s by the FBI and other 
law enforcement agencies concerning the national commission of La 
Cosa Nostra was sufficient to provide a complete picture of the concern 
of its members and to show whether it would have undertaken such 
a crime. That evidence is as follows. 

A, Th^ national coimriissioTi 

(251) The members of the commission were having their problems 
at the time of the assassination : 

(1) Carlo Gamhino 

(252) In 1963, Gambino had been the leader of a La Cosa Nostra 
family for just over 5 years, having attained this position after the 
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assassination of Albert Anastasia. He was not comfortable in the 
position. Acceptance of his leadership was not unanimous, and he 
had had to have Anastasia loyalists eliminated, for example, Armand 
‘^Tommy” Eava (murdered in Florida) and Johnny “Roberts” Robi- 
lotto (killed in Brooklyn). 

(253) Further, the Anastasia homicide was still under active in- 
vestigation. The suspects were the Gallo Brothers of Brooklyn and 
their associates. At the time, they were outside the realm of La Cosa 
Nostra discipline, having started the insurrection noted earlier, the 
so-called Gallo-Profaci war. How the actions of these undisciplined 
people might affect his own status was something to which Gambino 
had to give due consideration. 

(254) In addition, Gambino’s family was under intense pressure 
from the FBI as a result of the attack on FBI agents at Lombardozzi’s 
funeral. Gambino and others had become gravely concerned about 
the penetration of their organization and its secrets. Some believed the 
organization was riddled with informants who had to be discovered 
and eradicated. One “member,” Alfred Sanantonio, was, for example, 
discovered to be an informant and was murdered in July. 

(255) Finally, Gambino had been informed by Joseph Colombo that 
Giuseppe Magliocco and Joseph Bonanno were engaged in a cabal to 
assassinate him and his close associate, Thomas Lucchese, in an at- 
tempt to expand their own power. Gambino and Lucchese were close : 
they had children who were married to one another. With Vito 
Genovese in prison, if this plan had been successful, Bonanno and 
Magliocco might have been able to dominate that family, as well as 
those two whose leaders were to be assassinated, thus controlling the 
New York bloc of five families. Gambino vigorously protested the 
plan to the national commission. 

(2) Thomas Lucchese 

(256) Lucchese had the same problem as Gambino — he was a target 
for murder. He, too, was disturbed about the break in the solidarity 
of the five families in New York. In the past, the five together dom- 
inated the La Cosa Nostra throughout the United States because they 
were the strongest bloc, and often the majority of the commission. 

(3) Vito Genovese 

(257) During 1963, Genovese was serving the third year of a 15-year 
Federal sentence for narcotics violations. He was, for this and other 
reasons, an insecure La Cosa Nostra leader. He had, however, experi- 
enced others moving ahead of him before, on other occasions when he 
had had to be “away.” In 1937, while in charge of the family whose 
leader Lucky Luciano had been sent to prison, Genovese himself had 
to flee to Italy to avoid prosecution for murder. By the time he re- 
turned in 1945 (following World War II), he found that Frank 
Costello, formerly an underling, was ensconced as leader. 

(258) Genovese had tried to avenge himself in 1957 by having Cos- 
tello murdered. Though Costello was only wounded slightly, he did 
retire early, and Genovese assumed command. 

(259) Genovese soon faced new difficulties. In October 1957, he had 
requested a commission meeting to gain endorsement of his takeover. 
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Chairman Stefano Magaddino of Buffalo selected the estate of Joseph 
Barbera at Apalachin, N.Y. The site was discovered by the New York 
State Police, a serious blow to La Cosa Nostra. 

(260) As family leader, Genovese became a principal target of law 
enforcement activity. After 2 years, he was indicted for a narcotics 
conspiracy, convict^, and sent to prison. In order not to be victim- 
ized again with respect to the family’s leadership, he created a troika 
to run the family in his absence — Gerardo Catena, the family under- 
boss ; Michele Miranda, the consigliere ; and Tommy Eboli, a trusted 
capo for whom Genovese created the hitherto unknown designation of 
“acting boss.” 

(261) Even these precautions were insufficient. While in prison, 
Genovese became suspicious of the activities of another close lieuten- 
ant, Anthony Strollo (Tony Bender). Strollo was known to have en- 
couraged the Gallo brothers in their rebellion, and Genovese suspected 
he would attempt to take over their family. In the autumn of 1962, 
Strollo “disappeared,” complete with Cadillac; neither was ever seen 
again. 

(262) In the autumn of 1963, Genovese’s stock as a crime boss 
dropped to an all-time low. Valachi was telling all he knew about 
Genovese, the La Cosa Nostra and other organized crime matters, not 
only to the FBI, but in front of network television cameras in con- 
gressional hearings. Genovese had sponsored Valachi’s transfer into 
his family and the two had been close; Genovese had been Valachi’s 
•best man at his wedding. Further, Genovese had ordered Valachi mur- 
dered in the Atlanta prison for being an informant, but he had been 
unable to have the execution performed. 

( 4 ) Giuseppe Prof ad and Giuseppe Magliocco 

(263) Profaci was a long-time member of the commission. His fail- 
ure to adjust to the times and offer greater incentives and rewards to 
the young men doing most of his dirty work had led to the outbreak 
of the Gallo-Profaci gang war. Profaci had not only been unable to 
avoid the war, but to bring it to an end. The matter was troublesome 
for the other families, who were concerned over the national media 
coverage. The commission had ordered the other families not to get 
involved, lest the intrafamily dispute escalate further, 

(264) In late 1962, Profaci died of natural causes. At that time, his 
underboss and brother-in-law, Giuseppe Magliocco, had turned to an 
old friend, Joseph Bonanno, for help in gaining recognition as Pro- 
faci ’s successor (Bonanno’s son was married to Profaci ’s daughter, 
who was also Magliocco’s niece). Bonanno evidently convinced Mag- 
liocco that the best way to get commission support would be to 
eliminate family leaders Carlo Gambino and Thomas Lucchese and 
replace them with others more friendly to his and Bonanno’s ambi- 
tions. Magliocco gave the “contract” to one of his capos, Joseph 
Colombo. Colombo squealed to the intended victims, who complained 
to the commission. (Colombo was rewarded, following the displace- 
ment of Magliocco, by being given leadership of the family.) 

(265) Stefano Magaddino, as chairman of the commission, investi- 
gated the complaint, and Magliocco confessed the plot. Magaddino 
then told him he was not a boss, never having been confirmed by the 
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commission, and that because of the plot, he was to be cast out of the 
family. In addition, he was “fined” $43,000 to cover the “expense” of 
trying to settle the dispute. Magliocco, happy for his life, paid the 
sum in four installments. He died in 1963 of natural causes. 

(5) Joseph Bonanno 

(266) Bonanno had more seniority as a La Cosa Nostra boss than 
any member of the commission save Joseph Zerilli in Detroit. He 
could easily have considered the others as upstarts. He lived in Tucson, 
where he had moved immediately after World War II. There he kept 
a low profile, and by 1953, when the U.S. Government brought depor- 
tation proceedings against him, Bonanno was able to get personal 
testimony or affidavits on his behalf from many prominent persons in 
Arizona, including a bishop of the Roman Catholic Church, a Member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives (who later ran for Governor of 
the State) , and a member of the State supreme court. 

(267) Bonanno was an ambitious man. In addition to control of a 
New York La Cosa Nostra family, he had a regime from his family 
operating in Montreal and Quebec, Canada. He had extensive business 
enterprises, including large holdings in cheese companies in Canada 
and Wisconsin. He was very much aware of the tremendous wealth 
emerging in California and the failure of the Los Angeles Cosa Nostra 
family to exploit it. Thus, he plotted to take over the jurisdiction. His 
plan was to depose Frank DeSimone, the southern California leader, 
and replace him with Salvatore (Bill) Bonanno, his son, and 40 hand- 
picked men who could provide better leadership. As a member of the 
commission, Bonanno already had oversight jurisdiction over the two 
northern California families — in San Francisco and San Jose. 

(268) Bonanno’s goal was to become the principal La Cosa Nostra 
leader in the United States. By eliminating Gambino and Lucchese, 
and with Magliocco’s support, he could dominate the New York fam- 
ilies. With his sons in power in southern California and the support 
of the northern California families, with whom he had good rapport, 
he believed his goal could be reached. 

(269) His plans were ruined by the treachery of Joseph Colombo 
and antagonism of Stefano Magaddino. By late 1963, Bonanno was in 
serious trouble, exacerbated by his refusal to appear before the com- 
mission as ordered. This led Giancana to suggest, “Don’t send him 
another menage, kill him!” By December 1963, Bonanno had to an- 
nounce to his capos that he would be leaving for quite some time. He 
turned the leadership of the family over to his brother-in-law and 
his son. 

(6) Sam GiaTwana 

(270) Giancana’s position as a leader was also getting shaky. During 
1963, he was reacting, sometimes emotionally, to the intense FBI 
coverage to which he was subject. In midyear, he went to Federal 
court (an unprecedented act) to seek an injunction against the close 
surveillance, but lost on appeal. Anthony Tisci, his son-in-law, was 
in daily attendance during the trial, trying to help Giancana. This 
raised questions about a possible conflict of interest, since Tisci was at 
the time on the payroll of Roland Libonati, a congressional repre- 
sentative from Chicago to the House, and the media played up the 
story. 
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(271) Shortly thereafter, Giancana made national headlines again 
when he and Phyllis McGuire, a frequent companion, were guests at 
the Cal-Neva Lodge at Lake Tahoe, which was partially owned by 
Frank Sinatra, and then at the entertainer's Palm Springs, Calif., 
home. The Nevada Gaming Commission demanded that Sinatra break 
off this friendship. Sinatra responded that he would sell his interests 
in Cal-Neva and the Sands Hotel in Las Vegas. This national atten- 
tion and Giancana’s prolonged absences from Chicago led his col- 
leagues to suggest that someone else lead the family, at least during his 
time away. 

(272) Giancana was also greatly concerned that he would be brought 
before the McClellan committee. 

(7) Angelo Bruno 

(273) In 1963, Bruno, the La Cosa Nostra leader in Philadelphia, 
was preparing to follow his predecessor, Joseph Ida, to Italy. Ida had 
gone there to live following the discovery of the Apalachin meeting. 

(274) The gains being made by law enforcement agencies, the public 
disclosures of La Cosa Nostra and the growing pressure had led 
Bruno to consider this option. He actually made a trip to Italy to ex- 
plore the prospect. He recommended this course of action for a close 
associate, Gerardo Catena (one of the Genovese troika), who agreed 
that it might be a wise course to follow. 

(275) A close friend described Bruno as “being cnicified” by the 
Federal Government as he awaited an indictment for internal revenue 
violations. 

(8) Joseph Zerilli 

(276) The other senior member of the commission — he, along with 
Bonanno, had been on since its inception — Zerilli had several prob- 
lems to contend with. He was the mob’s comptroller of the Central 
States Pension and Welfare Fund of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, Organized crime’s path to this wealth was tied to the 
career of James Hoff a, whose rise from a Detroit local to a position of 
eminence could not have been possible without support from Zerilli. 
The fund and much else was in some jeopardy with Hoffa facing two 
Federal trials. 

(277) Additionally, things were not as pleasant in Detroit in 1963 
as the^ had been in the past. The head of the police department was 
George Edwards, a different kind of administrator. Edwards testified 
during the Valachi hearings that he had taken a member of the U.S. 
Supreme Court on a tour of the Detroit numbers banks, pointing out 
the security systems which made its penetration by policemen so diffi- 
cult. He believed that the judges who controlled the issuance of search 
warrants and other legal processes needed a better understanding of 
the situation. 

(278) Further, raids by Edwards’ police department had forced 
Zerilli to close down entirely the numbers operations under his con- 
trol in the Detroit area and in northern Ohio. They were to remain 
closed until a reorganization took place that included even greater 
security precautions. The one ray of hope was that Edwards had been 
nominated to the Federal bench. Confirmation would remove him from 
the scene. 
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(9) Raymond Patriarca 

(279) Patriarca found it necessary to become involved in the at- 
tempts to settle the Gallo-Profaci war. Nick Bianco, a member of the 
Gallo group, had requested his intercession. Bianco came from Provi- 
dence, R.I., and had made ^^hits’’ for Raymond. To assist the process, 
the commission authorized Raymond to ‘‘make” Bianco a “member.” 

(280) A second problem was the amount of publicity coming out of 
Boston, which was within Patriarca’s sphere of influence. A gang war 
^yas raging between two predominantly Irish groups. The total homi- 
cides eventually reached over 50. Patriarca became angry enough 
to say, “If they don’t stop that shooting up there, I am going to de- 
clare martial law ! ” He, too, had his hands full. 

B, Other major leaders and problems 

(281) Other La Cosa Nostra leaders were also experiencing difficul- 
ties. In 1961, Carlos Marcello, the New Orleans leader, had been de- 
ported by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. He had re- 
turned and was acquitted on Federal charges in a Washington, D.C., 
trial in late 1962, but in November 1963 he was on trial again, this time 
in New Orleans. 

(282) Nick Civella of Kansas City had been convicted of income tax 
evasion. Frank Balistrieri of Milwaukee was faced with dissension 
within his family. 

(283) Santos Trafficante’s gambling operations in Florida were in 
trouble; Frank DeSimone in Los Angeles was unhappy about Joe 
Bonanno’s plan to depose him. 

(284) The FBI’s electronic surveillance had been discovered in Las 
Vegas; FBI installations were interrupted in California and Florida. 

(285) Defensive “sweeps” were being conducted in many places be- 
cause of suspicions that the La Cosa Nostra had been “wired for 
sound.” Thpe was also Joseph Valachi’s testimony, which Robert Ken- 
nedy described as the “greatest intelligence breakthrough in the his- 
tory of organized crime in the United States. La Cosa Nostra was 
aware of other “live informants.” Further, there is evidence that the 
more discerning among the leaders feared that the congressional hear- 
ings would help build support for certain legislation the Attorney 
General had recommended that was anathema to organized crime: 
authorized electronic surveillance and immunity statutes, 

C, Summary 

(286) In Noveml^er 1963, the national commission and a number of 
major leaders were clearly threatened by dissension, enmity and 
treachery and the strongest effort as yet mounted against organized 
crime. 

(287) La Cosa Nostra had a strong motive for taking drastic action. 
Yet it is extremely unlikely that it would have considered such a major 
and dangerous act as assassinating the President, or, if it had, it would 
not have come to light. Thus there is a strange dichotomy. It also ap- 
pears that most of the leaders were too preoccupied with personal prob- 
lems to undertake such a venture on their own. Nor does the infortna- 
tion developed by law enforcement agencies reveal any indication that 
any were planning or involved in such an endeavor. 
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An open question 

(288) The question is still open, however, with respect to two indi- 
viduals. Unfortunately, there is a substantial disparity in the quantity 
and quality of the FBI and other law enforcement intelligence efforts 
for Carlos Marcello of New Orleans and Santos Trafficante of Florida. 
Neither was subject to a direct electronic surveillance by the FBI in 
the time period of this study* (January 1963 through June 1964). 

(289) That criminal intelligence regarding La Cosa Nostra was not 
being uniformly supplied by each field office is a recurrent theme in 
the FBI La Cosa Nostra file. In the material submitted for the semi- 
annual summary prepared at the beginning of 1963, the New Orleans 
office, for example, had listed only one member of La Cosa Nostra, 
Carlos Marcello. 

(290) On February 15, 1963, the Director indicated disappointment 
in a memorandulm which called for a “special effort” by the New Or- 
leans office. In the latter pait of 1963, Director Hoover ordered the 
compilation of reports on La Cosa Nostra from the m^or offices; 
these were to reach the Bureau and the New York City office (where 
the semiannual summary was prepared) by December 15, 1963. The 
memorandum reads in part : 

Some cities have blind spots about La Cosa Nostra. 

It is well to note that we have experienced situations in 
which certain offices took the position that La Cosa Nostra 
did not exist in their respective territories, only to learn at a 
later date that this organization, with its typical family 
structure, is in fact in existence in the area and has been for 
many years. 

( 291 ) Later, when the case agent assigned the investigation of Carlos 
Marcello was changed, the number of sources noted in his file expanded 
rapidly. This escalation can be explained at least by more aggressive 
action by the investigator. 

(292) That the results of efforts against Carlos Marcello and Santos 
Trafficante were less than those experienced against other targets was 
confirmed to the committee by a former official of the FBI. The official, 
who was second in command of day-to-day intelligence operations 
related to organized crime, stated, in an interview with the committee, 
with reference to Santos Trafficante in 1963 : 

I do feel that we were never really able to penetrate on him 
very clearly. Certainly nothing like we were able to do in 
Chicago and New York. 

With reference to Carlos Marcello, he said : 

I certainly agree with anyone who says we never were really 
able to get very far with Marcello. That was our biggest gap. 

You just couldn’t penetrate his kingdom, with the control in 
that State that he has. With Marcello, you’ve got the one big 
exception in our work back then. There was just no way of 
penetrating that area. He was too smart. 


♦Material reviewed indicates two unsuccessful attempts to install equipment 
in the case of Carlos Marcello. 
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(293) Dallas was another area in which the FBI was far less active 
against La Cosa Nostra. Although Joseph Francis Civello, a “counselor 
to the Italian community at large” according to the FBI, attended the 
Apalachin meeting in 1957, the Crime Condition Keport filed by the 
Dallas field office for the period ending February 26, 1962, stated, 
“There is no evidence of illegal activity by Joseph Francis Civello.” 
Tliis same report concluded that “Texas is not a place where the Mafia 
has the kind of control it has elsewhere.” Dallas also did not have in 
operation any electronic surveillance in 1963. 

(294) Organized crime intelligence relative to Carlos Marcello and 
Santos Trafficante as well as the Dallas area was, therefore, insufficient 
to indicate whether they, or others in Dallas, may have been involved 
in a conspiracy to assassinate John F. Kennedy. 

(295) It is evident the Kennedy administration launched the strongest 
Federal effort ever against organized crime. Leaders and members of 
La Cosa Nostra were clearly concerned by it and blamed the President 
to some extent, but most definitely his brother, Atty. Gen. Kobert F. 
Kennedy. It was also clear that organized crime would have benefitted 
from the assassination of John F. Kennedy and the changes it would 
bring in Government policy and officials. Nevertheless, it is extremely 
unlikely that the national commission of La Cosa Nostra was involved 
in any plan to kill the President. It was facing strong internal dis- 
sension and other problems and does not appear to have been in a 
position to undeiiake such a major act. 

(296) A review of the history of La Cosa Nostra in the United States 
reveals, moreover, no precedent for the assassination of a President. 
In fact, he is among several categories of people against whom orga- 
nized crime traditionally has not committed acts of violence. Nor does 
the method of the assassination conform to the traditional pattern 
of organized crime murders — it involved people who were not members 
of La Cosa Nostra, one of whom was unstable, it does not seem to have 
had any authorization from any leader, it was conducted without the 
usual precautions that protect the assassin from being apprehended, 
and the murder weapon was atypical. Nevertheless, there have been 
exceptions to the traditional pattern and the Kennedy assassination 
has parallels to these exceptions. Thus involvement by individual 
members organized crime cannot be precluded. 

Submitted by: 


Kalph Salerno, Consultant 
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(297) Following the completion of its investigation of organized 
crime, the committee concluded in its report that Carlos Marcello, 
Santos Trafficante, and James R. Hoff a each had the motive, means, 
and opportunity to plan and execute a conspiracy to assassinate Presi- 
dent Kennedy. On the basis of the available evidence, the committee 
concluded that it was unlikely that any one of them was involved in 
such a conspiracy. Nevertheless, the possibility that one or more of 
them was involved could not be precluded. 

(298) While the committee’s investigation established evidence of 
association between Jack Ruby, the murderer of the President’s assas- 
sin, and acquaintances or associates of Marcello, Tiafficante, and Hoff a, 
similar evidence was difficult to establish in the case of Lee Harvey 
Oswald. Despite this, some such associations — ^both direct and in- 
direct — were in fact indicated in varying d^rees between Oswald and 
various figures having at least some affiliation or association with the 
organized crime network of Marcello, the long-time leader of the Mafia 
in New Orleans and surrounding regions. 

(299) Marcello was, as noted in the consultant’s report, one of the 
major leaders of the national crime syndicate. Certainly, he was one of 
the most successful at evading the intelligence-gathering efforts of law 
enforcement agencies and at avoiding conviction, at least in recent 
years. He became a prime target of the Kennedy administration, which 
was determined to conclude the very protracted deportation proceed- 
ings that had been initiated against him in 1953. The seriou^ess of 
Robert Kennedy’s intent was evidenced by the successful, albeit brief, 
deportation of Marcello in 1961. The Federal Government also stepped 
up other investigative efforts, principally in the area of tax evasion and 
intelligence gathering. 

THE POSITION OF MARCELLO WITHIN THE NATIONAL CRIME SYNDICATE 

( 300 ) Carlos Marcello, now 68, has been identified by F ederal author- 
ities as the leading Mafia fi^re in New Orleans, La., for almost 30 
years. (7) His criminal syndicate has long provided a classic illustra- 
tion of the destructive impact that organized crime has on American 
society. 


( 61 ) 



62 


(301) The exact place of Marcello’s birth on February 6, 1910, has 
long been in doubt, and at one point was a central question in a lengthy 
deportation proceeding, Nevertheless, it is generallly believed that 
Marcello was born in ddinis. North Africa, witli the name Calogero 
Minacore,(i;^) 

(302) Marcello's first contact with the law came on November 29, 
1929, when he was arrested at the age of 19 by New Orleans police as 
an accessory before and after the robbery of a local bank.(^) The 
charges were subsequently dismissed. Less than 6 months later, on 
May 13, 1930, he was convicted of assault and robbery and was sen- 
tenced to the State penitentiary for 9 to 14 years. He served less than 
0 .( 4 ) It was during his prosecution on these charges that Marcello 
first came to the attention of the public and press. Testimony disclosed 
that he had personally planned the crime — a grocery store robbery — 
using an interesting method of operation. (J) In testimony before the 
McClellan Senate committee in 1959, Aaron M. Kohn, the managing 
director of the Metropolitan Crime Commission of New Orleans and 
a former FBI agent testified that Marcello had shielded his own com- 
plicity in the crime by inducing two juveniles to carry out the rob- 
bery.^) Kohn testified that Marcello and a confederate had supplied 
the juveniles wdth a gun and instructions on their ^^getaway,”(7) 
The plan had gone awry when the two were later apprehended and 
pressured by authorities to identify the “higher-ups.” (5) Kohn also 
noted that Marcello “was referred to as a Fagin” in press accounts at 
the time, in an apparent reference to the Dickens character who re- 
cruited juveniles to carry out his crimes. (9) 

(303) In 1935, after receiving a pardon by the Governor of Louisiana, 
Marcello’s early underworld career continued, with charges being filed 
against him for a second assault and robbery, violation of Federal In- 
ternal Revenue laws, assault with intent to kill a New Orleans police 
officer, and yet another assault and robbery. (76^) Marcello was not 
prosecuted on the various charges. In 1938, as part of what Federal 
agents described as “the biggest marihuana ring in New Orleans his- 
tory,” Marcello was arrested and charged with the sale of more than 
23 pounds of illegal substance, (ii) Despite receiving another lengthy 
prison sentence and a $76,830 fine, Marcello served less than 10 months 
and arranged to settle his fine for $400. (i^) Other charges were 
brought against Marcello over the next several years, stemming from 
such alleged offenses as narcotics sale, a high-speed automobile chase, 
and assaulting an investigative reporter ; these were never prosecuted, 
and the records have since disappeared. (7r^) 

(304) During the 1940’s, Marcello became associated with New York 
Mafia leader I rank Costello in the operation of a slot machine net- 
work, (74) Costello was then regarded by some authorities as one of the 
most influential leaders of organized crime in the United States and 
was commonly referred to in the newspapers as the Mafia’s “boss of all 
bosses” or “prime minister of the underworld.” Marcello’s association 
with Costello in various Louisiana gambling activities had come about 
following a reported agi’eement between Costello and Senator Huey 
Long that allowed for the introduction of slot machines into New 
Orleans. (75) 

(305) Marcello was also involved in Louisiana gambling through his 
family-owned Jefferson Music Company, which came to dominate the 
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slot machine, pinball and juke box trade in the New Orleans area.(i^) 
By the late 1940’s, in an alliance with Joseph Poretto, Marcello had 
taken control of the largest racing wire service in New Orleans, the 
Southern News Service and Publishing Co,, which served I^ouisiana’s 
prosperous gambling network. (-/ 7) Marcello and other associates also 
gained control of the two best known gambling casinos in the New Or- 
leans area, the Beverly Club and New Southport Club; the Beverly 
Club brought Marcello into partnership with the syndicate financier, 
Meyer Lansky. {18) 

(306) By the late 1950’s, the Nola Printing Co., of New Orleans, a 
gambling wire service controlled by the Marcello interests, was serving 
bookmakers and relay centers throughout the State of Louisiana, as 
well as areas as diverse as Chicago, Houston, Miami, Hot Springs, 
Indianapolis and Detroit and cities in Alabama and Mississippi, (i^) 

(307) In a statement prepared for the House Judiciary Committee 
in 1970, Kohn outlined tlie continuing expansion of Marcello’s hold- 
ings during the 1940’s and 1950’s : 

Marcello and liis growing organization developed their 
capital or bankroll through extensive gambling, including 
casinos, slot machines, pinball, handbooks, layoff, football 
pools, dice, card games, roulette and bingo; also narcotics, 
prostitution, extortion, clip joint operations, B-drinking, mar- 
keting stolen goods, robberies, burglaries, and thefts. Their 
criminal enterprise required, and had, corrupt (^llusion of 
public officials at every critical level including police, sheriffs, 
justices of the peace, prosecutors, mayors, governors, judges, 
councilmen, licensing authorities, State legislators, and at 
least one Member of Congress. (^) 

(308) When Marcello appeared as a witness before the Kefauver 
committee on January 25, 1951, he invoked the fifth amendment and 
refused to respond to questioning on his organized crime activities. {21) 
Subsequently convicted of contempt of Congress for refusing to re- 
spond to the directions of the chair, Marcello was later successful in 
having his conviction overturned. In its final report, the Kefauver 
committee concluded that Marcello’s domination of organized crime 
in Louisiana had come about in large part due to the “personal enrich- 
ment of sheriffs, marslials, and other law enforcement officials” who 
received payoffs for “their failure to enforce gambling laws and other 
statutes relating to vice.”(^^) The Kefauver report further noted 
that “In every Tine of inquiry, the committee found that the trail of 
Carlos Marcello.” (^^) 

(309) The Kefauver report also raised the question of why Marcello, 
who “has never become a citizen,” “had not b^n deported.” (^^) 

(310) In early 1953, partly as a result of the national attention he 
received from the Kefauver committee investigation, Marcello finally 
became the subject of deportation proceedings; these proceedings con- 
tinued for over 25 years and were still being conducted in 1979.(^5) 
Federal officials have noted that Marcello has expended more legal 
resources in his two and a half decade fight against deportation than 
in any other such case in American history. 
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(311) In the years immediately following the Kefauver investigation, 
Marcello apparently decided to try to escape his public image as 
Louisiana’s '^rackets boss.” As the New Orleans Crime Commission 
noted, he took several steps to that end : 

Not until Carlos Marcello became a subject of deporta- 
tion . . . did he start publicly conducting himself in a man- 
ner intended to substantiate his claim that he was a legitimate 
businessman. But this was contrived public relations having 
little relationship to fact. He continued to direct his under- 
world government and to press further expansion. He became 
involved in a series of motel transactions involving millions 
of dollars, and land negotiations of even greater worth. But 
for the most part, he kept his name off the record, using 
members of his family and trusted lieutenants for that 
purpose. 

(312) Marcello did not attend the national Mafia “conference” at 
Apalachin, N.Y., of November 14, 1957. Instead, he sent his brother 
Joseph, the family’s underboss, as his personal representative. When 
the State police discovered the gathering, Joe Marcello was one of 
those identified as having attended, along with Vito Genovese, Santos 
Trafficante, Carlo Gambino, Joe Bonanno, Sam Giancana, Russell 
Bufalino, and Gerardo Catena. Joe Marcello, however, was able to 
evade arresting officers and escaped from the scene along with Sam 
Giancana and Carmine Galen te.(^) 

(313) Carlos Marcello was called to testify before the McClellan 
committee on March 24, 1959, during the committee’s extended investi- 
gation of labor racketeering and organized crime. Serving as chief 
counsel to the committee was Robert F. Kennedy ; his brother. Senator 
John F. Kennedy, was a member of the committee. In response to 
committee questioning, Marcello again invoked the fifth amendment in 
refusing to answer any questions relating to his background, activi- 
ties, and associates. (^5) 

(314) At the conclusion of Marcello’s appearance before the com- 
mittee, Senator Sam Ervin of North Carolina requested of the Chair 
permission to ask the New Orleans underworld leader one final ques- 
Bon : “I would like to know how you managed to stay in the United 
States for 5 years, 9 months, and 24 days after you were found ordered 
deported as an undesirable person.” (^^) Marcello’s response to the 
question — “I wouldn’t know” — provoked Ervin to state that “the 
American people’s patience ought to run out on this” and that “those 
who have no claim to any right to remain in America, who come here 
and prey like leeches upon law-abiding people * * * ought to be re- 
moved from this country.’' (J(9) Senator Karl Mundt joined in Ervin’s 
denunciation, urging prompt action by the Attorney General, and 
Senator Carl Curtis further remarked to Marcello that “I think you 
ought to pack up your bags and voluntarily depart.” (Ji) 

(315) By the early 1960’s Carlos Marcello was widely recognized as 
one of the 10 most powerful Mafia leaders in the United States ; he was 
a La Cosa Nostra boss whose businesslike approach, political influence, 
and power were particularly respected within the national underworld. 
His 30-year record of advancement in the organized crime hierarchy, 
together with his influence in Louisiana and neighboring States, 
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secured a position of special respect for him among his syndicate peers. 

(316) It was this same record of underworld achievement, as will be 
discussed later, that also led to Carlos Marcello's becoming a special 
target of investigation by the Department of Justice while John F. 
Kennedy was President and Kobert F. Kennedy, Attorney General. 

(317) In February 1964, the Saturday Evening Post reported addi- 
tional information about the growth of Marcello’s criminal enterprises, 
disclosing figures prepared by the New Orleans Crime Cx>mmission. Of 
particular note was the prominent role which the New Orleans Mafia 
had come to assume under Marcello’s direction by 1963 ; 

One of the things that distinguishes this branch is its talent 
at high finance. So adept has it become at handling large sums 
of money — both for itself and for the national organization — 
that it is sometimes called the Wall Street of Cosa Nostra. Its 
annual income runs to $1,114,000,000, making it by far the 
State’s largest industry, according to * * * the metropolitan 
crime commission * * * The sum is all the more remarkable 
in that it compares with the estimated $2 billion racketeer take 
in Chicago and environs, and area with more than five times 
the population of metropolitan New Orleans. (J^) 

(318) The crime commission had estimated that the Marcello con- 
trolled syndicate generated at least $500 million annually from illegal 
gambling; $400 million from diverse ‘‘legitimate interests” in the 
fields of transportation, finance, housing, and service industries; $100 
million from illegal activities in over 1,600 syndi^te-connected bars 
and taverns ; $8 million from professional burglaries and holdups ; $6 
million from prostitution; and another $100 million in the form of 
underpayment of taxes. {33) 

(319) The size of the Marcello organization’s annual income is sig- 
nificant in the context of the reported national income of organized 
crime. Former Attorney General Kamsey Clark has noted that the 
most conservative estimates indicate that “the profits for organized 
crime [are] comparable to those of the 10 largest industrial corpora- 
tions combined * * * General Motors, Standard Oil, Ford, General 
Electric, Chrysler, IBM, Mobile Oil, Texaco, Gulf, and U.S. Steel 
together. * * *”(JJ) 

(320) In testimony before the House Select Committee on Crime 
several years ago, Marcello provided a significantly different account 
of his income, stating that he earned “a salary of about $1,600 a month” 
as a tomato salesman, traveling to various fruit stands and markets in 
the New Orleans area. He also testified that he made a living through 
various land investments. (J5) 

(321) While Marcello’s influence and stature as a Mafia leader was 
well-known to both his underworld colleagues and Federal and State 
authorities by the early 1960’s, another significant aspect of Ms 
careers — his relationship with the Mafia’s national governing commis- 
sion — was not confirmed until several years later. WMle it was known 
that the New Orleans Mafia had been the first branch of the Mafia in 
America (the Sicilian La Cosa Nostra had entered the United States 
through the port of New Orleans during the 1880’s) whether it had 
extraordinary special privileges within the national syndicate had long 
been mystery. During the late 1960’s, the FBI learned new and sub- 
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stantive information regarding its unique position. Sensitive Bureau 
reports on La Cosa Nostra set forth the details obtained from a highly 
reliable source. Among them were the following : 

* * * he learned that the first “family” of what has now 
become known as La Cosa Nostra (LCN) came from Sicily 
and settled in New Orleans * * * the source noted that inas- 
much as this “family” was the predecessor of all subsequent 
“families,” it has been afforded the highest respect and esteem, 
and because of its exalted position, the New Orleans “family” 
could make decisions on its own without going to the “Com- 
mission.” (.?6) 

* * * the source learned that the New Orleans “family” 
could have, on its own, “opened the books,” [admitting new 
members into the organization] but because of the tact and 
diplomacy of Carlos Marcello, he sought “Commission” ap- 
proval in making new “soldiers,” which the “Commission” 
naturally granted * * *.(«^) 

(322) Aaron Kohn believed that Marcello’s underworld syndicate 
had “a more than autonomous combination of circumstances because 
of the remoteness of New Orleans” (57) and thus enjoyed an imusually 
independent relationship with the ruling commission of the Mafia. (55) 
Patrick Collins, an FBI agent who investigated the Marcello organi- 
zation during the late 1960’s, expressed a similar view regarding 
Marcello’s relationship with the underworld commission. He told the 
committee that the New Orleans Mafia family “was unique among all 
the mobs” (55) in that it “didn’t have to consult the commission in the 
same way as the other families did; there was a unique independence 
of sorts.” (45) Collins said further that “the commission wouldn’t 
q^uestion Marcello about making new members. He was not subject to 
tne necessity of clearing such things with the commission, like the other 
families were.”(4i) In addition Marcello “is probably the single most 
respected boss among all of the others” in La Cosa Nostra and “has 
been for years.” (4^) 

(323) In late 1966, Marcello’s status in organized crime was under- 
scored when he was arrested in New York along with Carlo Gambino, 
then the Mafia’s reported “boss of all bosses” at a summit meeting of 
La Cosa Nostra leaders. (45) On September 22, 1966, New York police 
arrested those two, Santos Trafficante, Joe Colombo, Thomas Eboli, 
Mike Miranda and several others at the La Stella restaurant on Long 
Island ; this mob gathering was quickly dubbed by the newspapers 
“the Little Apalachin” conference. ( 44 ) While authorities came to be- 
lieve that the La Stella “luncheon” was actually a pro forma gathering 
following a more serious meeting (probably of the night before), the 
assemblage has never been fully explained. (45) In his testimony before 
the committee, Marcello stated there had been no substance to the 
gathering: “We just walked in. When we walked in we got arrested. 
We didn’t have time to eat or talk.” (45) None of those arrested were 
convicted of a crime. The seating arrangement was as follows : 



67 



Seating Arran^n^^ 


Tommy Eboli 


Anthony Carillo 
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(324) Eight days after the La Stella arrests, upon his return to New 
Orleans International Airport, Marcello committed the only Federal 
offense for which he has been tried and convicted in recent times. On 
September 30, 1966, as he made his way through the crowd of newsmen 
and spectators who had gathered to watch his return, Marcello had a 
verbal exchange with a man in the crowd who he believed was imped- 
ing his way.(-^7) Shouting ‘'I’m the boss here !”, Marcello took a wild 
swing with his hst at the man. (^6') The man turned out to be FBI 
Special Agent Patrick Collins. (^) Arrested by FBI agents on the 
following day and charged with assault, Marcello was eventually tried 
in Laredo, Tex. The trial resulted in a hung jury (the New Orleans 
Crime Commission subsequently conclude that “There were substantial 
reasons to suspect jury tampering had occurred.”) . (J6^) 

(325) Under the vigorous direction of the New Orleans strike force, 
Marcello was retried and subsequently convicted in Houston, Tex., on 
August 9, 1968.(57) Originally sentenced to 2 years in Federal prison, 
Marcello served less than 6 months, he was released on March 12, 1971. 
As the New Orleans Crime Commission noted at the time, the large 
number of prestigious individuals who sought to intercede on his 
behalf, urging clemency, further underscored the depth of his influence 
in Louisiana. (5^) 

(326) During the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, Marcello and his 
organized crime activities were the subject of renewed public attention. 
He was referred to by the chief of police in Youngstown, Ohio, as Hhe 
archetype of the devious pattern of the Mafiosi.” (55) On September 
1, 1967, Life magazine also identified Marcello as one of the “handful” 
of men who controlled organized crime throughout the Nation.(5-^) 
In a special investigative report, the magazine reported that Marcello 
was personally directing a national La Cosa Nostra scheme to secure 
the release of Teamster leader James R. Hoff a from Federal prison 
through attempts to bribe the former chief prosecution witness against 
him to recant his testimony. (55) Life said that various key Mafia 
leaders in the east had given the alleged free-Hoffa assignment to 
Marcello, along with personal pledges of between $1 to $2 million to 
effect the plan. (55) (The effort was to fail.) In its following issue. 
Life went on to portray Marcello as “King Thug of Louisiana,” re- 
porting that he was one of the State’s wealthiest men and “the lord 
of one of the richest and most corrupt criminal fiefdoms in the 
land.”(57) 

(327) In August 1969, Look magazine reported on Marcello’s polit- 
ical and criminal influence in the Gulf States region. (55) 

(328) On March 1, 1970, UPI stated that there were indications that 
ilarcello might be preparing to leave the United States, rather than 
submit to the forthcoming imprisonment growing out of his convic- 
tion for assaulting the FBI agent. (55) According to the story, Mar- 
cello’s attorney, G. Wray Gill, had denied the rumor, stating, “This is 
where Marcello wants to be and nobody can put Marcello out of the 
country unless they })ut a shotgun to his head.” (55) On March 2, amid 
television reports in New Orleans that Marcello would in fact flee the 
country, tlie New Oilcans States-Item reported that there was no firm 
evidence to support the rumors. (57) In fact,31arcello never did leave 
the country. 
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(329) In its April 10, 1970 issue, Life published a followup to 
its investigation of Marcello of 3 years earlier, concluding that “Mar- 
cello, now 60, not only continues to dominate [Louisiana] but grows 
vastly richer each year at public expense.” The magazine detailed 
various alleged relationships between Marcello and key State officials 
and reported on two recent organized crime murders attributed to the 
Marcello organization. {63) The following month, in May 1970, labor 
columnist Victor Riesel reported that Federal organized crime in- 
vestigators had concluded that Carlos Marcello had become one of 
the two most powerful Mafia leaders in the Nation, second only to 
Carlo Gambino, the actual “boss of all bosses.” Riesel stated that 
Federal officials had come to view Marcello as the single most influ- 
ential organized crime figure in the Nation outside of New York. (^5) 

(330) In the fall of 1970, the TFaZZ Street Journal and Los Angeles 
Times published further accounts of Marcello’s more recent activities, 
with the Times reporting that his criminal organization had expanded 
to unprecedented dimensions. (^^) 

(331) Appearing before the House Select Committee on Crime in 
June of 1972, Marcello repeated his claims that he was not involved 
with organized crime. He testified that he did not know what a racketeer 
was ; {67) did not have any business interests outside of Louisiana ; {68) 
had never contributed any funds to political figures in an effort to 
gain influence; (^<9) and had not been significantly acquainted with 
any national organized crime leaders with the exception of Santos 
Tralficante (7^?) and the late Frank Costello. {71 ) 

(332) In response to a question by a member of the crime committee 
as to how he could “accoimt for the fact [that] you have been re- 
peatedly identified as a significant figure in organized crime, by ap- 
parently responsible people,” Marcello responded that he had been 
the subject of “false statements” ever since the Kefauver committee 
investigation of 1951.(72) Marcello testified that although numerous 
Federal and State investigators had caused him to be the subject 
of negative publicity, “I am not in no racket. I am not in no organized 
crime.” (7«?) 

MARCELLO I A KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION TARGET 
Deportation efforts 

(333) Carlos Marcello and his syndicate became a primary target 
of investigation by the Department of Justice during the Kennedy 
administration. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy viewed him as 
one of the most powerful and threatening Mafia leaders in the Nation 
and ordered that the Justice Department focus on him, along with 
other figures such as Teamsters president Hoffa and Chicago Mafia 
leader Sam Giancana. {74) 

(334) In Marcello’s case, the intent of the Kennedy administration 
was made known even before Inauguration Day, January 20, 1961. 
On December 28, 1960, the New Orleans States-Item reported that 
Attorney General-designate Kennedy was planning specific actions 
against Marcello. (7J) An FBI report from that period noted: 

On January 12, 1961, a [source] advised that Carlos Mar- 
cello is extremely apprehensive and upset and has since the 
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New Orleans States-Item newspa^^er on December 28, 1960 
published a news story reporting that . . . Robert F. Kennedy 
stated he would expedite the deportation proceedings pending 
against Marcello after Kennedy takes office in January 

1961.(7^) 

(335) The Bureau's La Cosa Nostra tile for 1961 noted that Marcello 
tiew to Washington, D.C., shorlly after the inauguration of President 
Kennedy and was in touch with a number of political and business 
associates. (77) While there, he placed a telephone call to the office 
of at least one Congressman. (76^) 

(336) Bureau records further indicate that Marcello initiated vari- 
ous ell’oils to forestall or prevent the anticipated pronipt deportation 
action. An FBI report noted that Marcello may have tried a circuitous 
approach. (7^) Through a source, the Bureau learned of another Mafia 
leader’s account of how Marcello had reportedly proceeded. ( <5^ ) 
Philadelpliia underworld leader Angelo Bruno discussed a specific 
attempt by Marcello to forestall an action by the immigration au- 
thorities. (6T) According to the Philadelphia underworld leader 
Marcello had enlisted his close Mafia associate, Santos Traffi- 
cante of Florida, in the reported plan. (<S^) Trafficante in turn con- 
tacted Frank Sinatra to have the singer use his friendship with the 
Kennedy family on Marcello’s behalf. (<SJ) This effort met with failure 
and may even have resulted in intensified Federal efforts against 
Marcello, (5^) 

(337) In resix>nse to Attorney General Kennedy’s strong interest 
in Marcello, the New Orleans FBI office prepared a report on him 
and his Mafia associates for FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover on 
February 13, 1961. (c§5) A report prepared under the direction of special 
Agent Regis Kennedy, the New Orleans office stated that ‘‘Continued 
investigation of Carlos Marcello since December 1957, has failed to 
develop vulnerable area wherein Marcello may be in violation of stat- 
utes within the FBI’s jurisdiction.” ((§(>) This assessment by the New 
Orleans office illustrated why Justice Department and other law en- 
forcement officials viewed as less than satisfactoiy its performance 
prior to the inid-1960’s in investigating organized crime. 

(338) While the committee carefully examined numerous areas of 
information pertaining to the proficiency of the FBI in investigating 
organized crime during the 1950’s and early 1960’s and found various 
areas in which Bureau performance was significantly deficient, the 
city of New Orleans was a special case. The indications are that the 
Bureau’s limited work on the Marcello case may have been attribut- 
able to a disturbing attitude on the part of the senior agent who 
supervised the case, Regis Kennedy. He had been in charge of the 
Bureau’s work on Marcello and the New Orleans Mafia for years and 
also directed much of the FBI investigation in that city of President 
Kennedy’s assassination. In an interview with the committee several 
months before his death in 1978, Kennedy had stated that he believed 
Marcello was not engaged in any organized crime activities or other 
illegal actions during the period from 1959 until at least 1963. (<57) 
He also stated that he did not believe Marcello was a significant orga- 
nized crime figure and did not believe that he was currently involved 
in criminal enterprises. (<5<5) 
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(339) Kennedy further informed the committee that he believed 
Marcello would “stay away” from any improper activity and in reality 
did earn his living as a tomato salesman and real estate investor. 

In response to the question of why Marcello had been consistently iden- 
tified as one of the Nation’s most powerful Mafia leaders by Federal 
authorities for over 20 years, Kennedy stated that the New Orleans 
FBI office did not know why Marcello was so identified. (^) He fur- 
ther stated that the New Orleans office had simply responded to peri- 
odic directives from Washington instructing it to monitor Marcello, 
but had not selected him from investigative attention on its own. {91 ) 

(340) In November 1978, the managing director of the New Orleans 
Crime Commission, Aaron Kohn, testified that agent Kennedy’s sur- 
prising views about Carlos Marcello were well-known to him during 
that period. (P^) While Kennedy had served the Bureau with distinc- 
tion in other areas, his attitude toward investigating the organized 
crime syndicate in New Orleans was one of negativism and ridi- 
cule; (^i) it was also accompanied by a belief that Carlos Marcello was 
not in any way a significant criminal figure. (P^) 

(341) In an interview with the committee on November 15, 1978, 
Kennedy’s successor as the FBI organized crime case agent in New 
Orleans, Patrick Collins, stated that Kennedy “had taken the Deep 
South approach to organized crime ; it’s up North but it sure isn’t down 
here.” (55) Further, Kennedy and other agents “didn’t see Marcello for 
what he is. It is incredible to think, but they didn’t understand that this 
was a Mafia family down in New Orleans.” (55) While stating that he 
had a high regard for Kennedy’s other work, Collins said he believed 
Kennedy’s attitude was one of “boredom” over having to file periodic 
reports on Marcello and organized crime. (57) 

( 342 ) While the New Orleans FBI office’s assessment of Marcello and 
his activities did not si^ificantly contribute to the Federal efforts 
against him, other agencies were pressing the drive in a more substan- 
tive way. On March 3, 1961, General Joseph Swing of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service advised the FBI that : 

. . . the Attorney General had been emphasizing . . . the 
importance of taking prompt action to deport notorious 
hoodlums. In this connection, the Marcello case is of particu- 
lar interest. A final order of deportation has been entered 
against Marcello but this fact is being held in strictest 
confidence, {98) 

(343) On the afternoon of April 4, 1961, 8 years after he was ordered 
deported, Carlos Marcello was finally ejected from the United States. 
As he walked into the INS office in New Orleans for his regular ap- 
pointment to report as an alien, he was arrested and handcuffed by 
INS officials. (55) He was then rushed to the New Orleans airport and 
flown to Guatemala. ( 100) Marcello’s attorneys denounced the deporta- 
tion later that day, terming it “cruel and uncivilized,” and noted that 
their client had not been allowed to telephone his attorney or see his 
wife. (75i) 

(344) On the following day, April 5, 1961, Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy stated that “Marcello’s deportation was in strict accord- 
ance with the law.” (75^) Justice Department officials noted that while 
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Marcello had not been allowed to call an attorney, one of his attorneys 
was present with him at the time, and that INS officials had unsuccess- 
fully tried to bring Mrs. Marcello to the airport to meet him.(i6>^) 
The officials noted that special security precautions had been taken to 
insure against Marcello's escape prior to actual deportation 
because he had disappeared several times in the past when deportation 
proceedings were reaching critical junctures. (As will be seen, 

such precautions were unable to prevent Marcello's return to the 
country 2 months later.) 

(345) In testimony before the committee on January 11, 1978, Mar- 
cello stated that he had not been surprised that Attorney General 
Kennedy had decided to press his deportation. { 106 ) He noted, that “he 
[Kennedy] said * * * he would see that I be deported just as soon as 
he got in office. Well, he got in office January 20 * * * and April 
the 4th he deported me.” { 107 ) 

(346) As he had in the past on several occasions, Marcello referred to 
his 1961 deportation as an illegal “kidnaping.'’ (7^<f?) In his appear- 
ance before the committee, he testified that “two marshals put the hand- 
cuffs on me and they told me that I was being kidnaped and being 
brought to Guatemala, which they did, and in 30 minutes time I was in 
the plane.” (i^P) He further testified that “they dumped me off in 
Guatemala, and I asked them, let me use the phone to call my wife, let 
me get my clothes, something they wouldn’t hear about. They just 
snatched me and that is it, actually kidnaped me.” { 110 ) 

(347) On April 10, 1961, 6 days after he was deported, the Internal 
Revenue Service filed a $835,396 tax lien against Marcello and his 
wife, (iii) On April 23, news reports disclosed that Marcello was being 
held in custody by Guatemalan authorities in connection with what 
were reported to be false citizenship papers he had presented on arrival 
there April %,{ 112 ) On May 4, Guatemalan President Miguel Fuentes 
ordered that Marcello be expelled ; he was driven to and released at the 
El Salvador border late that night. { 113 ) 

(348) On May 19, 1961, a Federal court in Washington ruled that 
Marcello’s deportation was fully valid and denied a motion by his 
attorneys that it be declared illegal, (iij) With that ruling, Marcello’s 
reentry to the country was prohibited. { 115 ) 

( 349) Less than 2 weeks later, Marcello secretly gained entry into the 
United States. On June 2, 1961, confirming widespread rumors that 
their client had somehow slipped back in, Marcello’s attorneys an- 
nounced he had returned and was in hiding. (77^) Federal investi- 
gators have never been able to establish in detail his means of entry. 

(350) On June 5, 1961, after Attorney General Kennedy dispatched 
20 Federal agents to Shreveport, La., to conduct a search for Marcello, 
the Louisiana crime leader voluntarily surrendered in New Orleans 
and was ordered held in an alien detention center at McAllen, 
Tex. (777) On June 8, a Federal grand jury indicted him for illegal 
reentry ;(77<5) on July 11, the INS ruled he was an undesirable alien 
and once again ordered him deported. { 119 ) 

(351) On June 16, 1961, the FBI received a report that a U.S. Sen- 
ator from Louisiana might have sought to intervene on Marcello’s 
behalf. (7^^^) This Senator had reportedly received “financial aid from 
Marcello” in the past and was sponsoring a Louisiana official for a key 
INS position from which assistance might be rendered. (7^7) . 

(352) In July 1961, the Justice Department’s organized crime section 
with the assistance of codebreaking specialists of the FBI, made an 
effort to decode what was believed to be a secret communication involv- 
ing Marcello and an associate. (7^^!^) While senior aides to Attorney 
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General Kennedy sought to decipher the reported Marcello message, 
the FBI Laboratory concluded that : 

Because of the brevity of the text, no determination as to 
the meaning of the possible code * * * could be made. It is 
possible, however, that the names in the text * * * represent 
double meaning, wherein certain words are given arbitrary 
meanings by the correspondents. {123) 

(353) WTiile the various court actions and appeals on Marcello’s 
deportation and illegal reentry were continuing in the fall of 1961, he 
was again called before the McClellan committee to testify about orga- 
nized crime gambling activities in Louisiana. (7^^) In response to com- 
mittee questions Marcello invoked the fifth amendment, refusing to 
provide any information other than his name and alleged place of 
birth. (7^5) 

(354) On October 30, 1961, Attorney General Kennedy announced 
the indictment of Marcello by a Federal grand jury in New Orleans on 
charges of conspiracy in falsifying a Guatemalan birth certificate and 
committing perjury. (7^^) Marcello’s brother, Joseph was also charged 
in the alleged falsification of the birth certificate. (7i?7) 

(355) On December 20, 1961, with Marcello free on a $10,000 bond, 
the five-member Board of Immigration Appeals upheld the deporta- 
tion order against Marcello, denying another appeal by Marcello at- 
torneys that it be declared invalid. {128) 

(356) In October 1962, a Bureau of Narcotics report described Mar- 
cello as “one of the Nation’s leading racketeers” and noted that he 
was “currently under intensive investigation by the Internal Revenue 
Service Intelligence Division for tax fraud.” (7^5) The report also 
noted that Marcello was then instituting a further legal step to fore- 
stall deportation. (7c?6?) Marcello’s attorneys had filed a legal writ in 
an effort to set aside his Federal conviction on narcotics charges from 
24 years earlier. (7«?7) This conviction was one of the key factors in 
the ongoing deportation proceedings against him. {132) 

(357) On October 31, 1962, a Federal court ruled against Marcello’s 
attempt to have the 1938 drug conviction nullified. (7<^<^) The court 
said that his claim that he had not had counsel present when he pled 
guilty to the narcotics charge on October 29, 1938, was false, (754) as 
was his claim that he had not known of his riglits and could not afford 
an attorney. {136) 

Increased Federal Pressure 

(358) On February 15, 1963, in apparent response to Attorney Gen- 
eral Kennedy’s request for continuing action against Marcello, FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover directed the New Orleans FBI office to in- 
tensify its coverage of Marcello and his organization. {J36) He ordered 
that a “special effort” be made to upgrade the level of the investigation 
of Marcello, and suggested increased use of informants as well as the 
possible initiation of electronic surveillance. (757) 

(359) During the course of its investigation of specific organized 
crime leaders and their activities, the committee had devoted special 
attention to the degree to which such figures were subject to elec- 
tronic surveillance by Federal or State agencies during the period 
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of the early 1960’s. The committee believed that there was a possi- 
bility that electronic surveillance might have recorded some discus- 
sion of the Kennedy assassination. In evaluating various assessments 
by organized crime specialists during the early 1960’s, the committee 
had noted that the likelihood of identifying the commission of crimi- 
nal acts by organized crime figures during that period varied with 
the scope of electronic surveillance of those figures. { 138 ) 

(360) After carefully examining the various electronic surveillance 
programs in effect during the early 19G0’s, the committee found 
that Carlos Marcello had never been subject to such coverage during 
that period. FBI files indicate that while there had not been prior in- 
terest in using such investigative techniques in Marcello's case, the 
Bureau did attempt to institute electronic surveillance during the pe- 
riod of 1963 and i964. Two unsuccessful attempts were made to 
effect such surveillance, failures attributable in all likelihood to 
the security system employ eel by Marcello at the various locations from 
which he operated, (i^i) 

(361) A1 Staffeld, the former FBI official who coordinated Bureau 
activities in the organized crime field in this period, gave the com- 
mittee his view — that the FBI “had virtually nothing in electronic 
surveillance on Marcello and his guys. We just couldn’t effectuate it. 
With Marcello, you’ve got the one big exception in our work back then. 
There was just no way of penetrating that area. He was too smart.’* 

The inability to effect surveillance of Marcello apparently con- 
tinued, as FBI files indicate that as late as 1967 Bureau officials were 
prepared to testify that Marcello had never been the subject of elec- 
tronic surveillance, (i^^) 

(362) Attorney General Kennedy’s personal interest in the continu- 
ing Justice Department investigation of Marcello was further evi- 
denced in April 1963, He had received a letter which he in turn ordered 
the chief of the Criminal Division, Jack Miller, to forward to Hoover 
for his personal attention, (i^) The letter was from a citizen claim- 
ing to have knowledge of a sevei'e beating inflicted upon a friend by 
lieutenants of Marcello, (i^) The Attorney General requested imme- 
diate Bureau attention to the matter. 

(363) On May 27, 1963, the U.S. Supreme Court, in response to an 
appeal filed by Marcello’s attorneys, (i.^^) declined to review the Mar- 
cello deportation action and upheld the earlier decision of the U.S, 
Circuit Court of Appeals. (iJ7) 

(364) On November 4, 1963, Marcello went on trial in New Orleans 
on Federal charges of conspiracy in connection with his alleged falsi- 
fication of a Guatemalan birth certificate. (7^5) Eighteen days later, 
on November 22, 1963, he was acquitted. The news of President Ken- 
nedy’s murder in Dallas reached the New Orleans courtroom shortly 
before the verdict was announced. (7^). 

(365) On July 22, 1964, the Supreme Court rejected another appeal 
by Marcello to have his 1938 narcotics conviction set aside, upholding 
the rulings of various lower courts. (7 J(?) 

(366) On October 6, 1964, Marcello and an associate were indicted in 
Federal court on charges of having bribed a member of the jury that 
had acquitted Marcello on November 22, 1963.(757) The indictment 
alleged that Marcello and his lieutenants had made two secret pay- 



merits to a juror with “the inteht to influence his action, vote, opinion 
and decision” in the case. (75^) The indictment further charged that in 
November 1963, Marcello had endeavored “to influence, obstruct, and 
impede” the prosecution “by requesting the murder of * * * a prin- 
cipal witness” for the Government, Carl Noll. (75,^) 

(367) Marcello surrendered at the Federal courthouse and was sub- 
sequently freed on a $100,000 bond on October 8, after the U.S. attor- 
ney not^ that a search by 10 FBI agents had been unsuccessful in 
locating him the day before. (7^^) The charge of having requested the 
murder of the chief prosecution witness in the 1963 case was later 
dropped, following the reported imwillingness of that person to testify 
to the incident. Marcello was acquitted by a jury of the other 
charts. (755) 

(368) Efforts to deport Marcello were still underway in 1979. In 
late 1975, Marcello’s attorneys had filed an appeal for suspension of 
his deportation order, based on “good moral character” during the 
previous 10 years. (756*) Another Marcello appeal was pending in the 
U.S. district court in New Orleans in 1978. (757) 

(369) While INS officials point out the peculiar nature of the cur- 
rent deportation process in the United States, which sets no practical 
limits on the number and frequency of appeals and other legal steps a 
person may initiate to forestall deportation, another factor has been 
central to Marcello’s continued presence in the United States. Immigra- 
tion officials note that before the final step of deportation can be taken, 
some other country must agree to issue travel documents authorizing 
the person to settle in that nation. (755) As of 1979, no country was 
willing to do so. {159) 


ALLEGED ASSASSINATIOX THREAT BY MARCEIAX) 

(370) As part of its investigation, the committee examined a pub- 
lished account of what was alleged to have been a threat made by 
Carlos Marcello in late 1962 against the life of President Kennedy 
and his brother, Robert, the Attorney General. The information was 
first set forth publicly in a book on organized crime published in 
1969, “The Grim Reapers,” by Ed Reid. (756^) Reid, a former editor 
of the Las Vegas Sun, was a writer on organized crime and the co- 
author, with Ovid Demaris, of “The Green Felt Jungle,” published 
in 1963. 

(371) In a lengthy chapter on the New Orleans Mafia and Carlos 
Marcello, Reid wrote of an alleged private meeting between Marcello 
and two or more men sometime in September 1962.(757) His account 
was based on interviews he had conducted with a man who alleged 
he had attended the meeting. (76*^) 

(372) According to Reid's informant, the Marcello meeting was 
held in a farmhouse at Churchill Farms, the 3,000-acre swampland 
plantation owned by Marcello outside of New Orleans. (755) Reid 
wrote that Marcello and three other men had gone to the farmhouse 
in a car driven by Marcello himself. (75J) Marcello and the other 
men gathered inside the farmhouse, had drinks and engaged in casual 
conversation that included the general subjects of business and 
sex. (755) After further drinks “brought more familiarity and re- 
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laxation, the dialog turned to serious matters, including the pressure 
law enforcement agencies were bringing to bear on the Mafia brother- 
hood" as a result of the Kennedy administration, (i^^) 

(373) Keid’s book contained the following account of the discussion : 

It was then that Carlos’ voice lost its softness, and his words 
were bitten off and spit out when mention was made of U.S. 
Attorney General Kobert Kennedy, who was still on the 
trail of Marcello. 

“Livarsi na petra di la scarpa!” Carlos shrilled the Mafia 
cry of revenge: “Take the stone out of my shoe!” 

“Don't worry about that little Bobby son of a bitch,” he 
shouted. “He’s going to be taken care of !” 

Ever since Robert Kennedy had arranged for his deporta- 
tion to Guatemala, Carlos had wanted revenge. But as the 
subsequent conversation, which was reported to two top Gov- 
ernment investigators by one of the participants and later 
to this author, showed, he knew that to rid himself of Robert 
Kennedy he would first have to remove the President. Any 
killer of the Attorney General would be hunted down by 
his brother; the death of the President would seal the fate of 
his Attorney General. {167) 

**♦♦♦** 

No one at the meeting had any doubt about Marcello’s in- 
tentions when he abruptly arose from the table. Marcello 
did not joke about such things. In any case, the matter had 
gone beyond mere “business” ; it had b^ome an affair of hon- 
or, a Sicilian vendetta. Moreover, the conversation at Church- 
ill Farms also made clear that Marcello had begun to plan 
a move. He had, for example, already thought of using a 
“nuf to do the job. 

Roughly 1 year later President Kennedy was shot in 
Dallas — 2 months after Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
had announced to the McClellan committee that he was going 
to expand his war on organized crime. And it is perhaps sig- 
nificant that privately Robert Kennedy had singl^ out James 
Hoff a, Sam Giancana, and Carlos Marcello as being among 
his chief targets. {168) 

(374) In an interview with the committee, Reid said that his in- 
formant stated that Marcello seemed to be “very serious” as he spoke 
of planning to assassinate President Kennedy, (i^^) He further told 
the committee that while his informant had had great doubts at the 
time as to whether Marcello could or would have the President 
asvsassinated. immediately after the assassination occurred, he came 
to believe that Marcello was in fact the perpetiutor. (776^) 

(375) Reid informed the committee that he believed his informant, 
a man with underworld associations, was credible and trustworthy 
{171) and had in fact provided “unusually reliable” information 
about organized crime on past occasions, including during the writing 
of “Tlie Green Felt Jungle.” (77i^) Based on past association and 
contacts with the informant, Reid was “strongly inclined to believe 
his account of the Marcello meeting,” (77J) although he was “not 
sure what it all means in the final analysis.” {174) 
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FBI investigation of the allegations 

(376) In early May 1967, over a year and a half before the book was 
published, senior officials of the FBI learned of the account of the 
alleged meeting. (775) According to an FBI memorandum of May 15, 
1967, from Assistant Director Alex Rosen to Assistant Director Cartha 
DeLoach, the Bureau’s Los Angeles office had been contacted on May 6 
by Reid. (775) The memorandum stated that Reid, “who has written 
several books concerning the hoodlum element,” had contacted the Los 
Angeles office and had “indicated he had information concerning John 
Roselli.”(777) The memorandum further stated that when Reid was 
interviewed, he showed his manuscript to the Bureau’s Los Angeles 
agents. (775) The memorandum gave the following account of Reid’s 
information : 

Reid refers to Carlos Marcello and indicated there was a 
meeting on September 11, 1963 at Churchill Farms, outside 
New Orleans, La., attended by several people including Mar- 
cello and Reid’s informant. Marcello was alleged to have 
said that in order to get Bobby Kennedy they would have to 
get the President, and they could not kill Bobby because the 
President would use the Army and the Marines to get them. 

The result of killing the President would cause Bobby to lose 
his power as Attorney General because of the New 
President. (775) 

(377) While the Bureau memorandum indicates that the agents 
who read that section of Reid’s manuscript believed it placed the meet- 
ing in September 1963, the actual account published by Reid in 1969 
stated that the meeting had occurred in September 1962.(755) In 
his committee interview, Reid said that he had “always stated that the 
meeting was in September 1962” (757) because his informant had 
“clearly recalled” the time of the meeting and had been “traveling in 
Louisiana” that month. (75^) 

(378) The Bureau memorandum went on to state that Reid had 
informed the Los Angeles agents that “a person who attended this 
alleged meeting was interviewed by agents of our Los Angeles office 
and furnished them the information, ”(755) Further, Reid believed 
that “several days” after the informant had attended the meeting with 
Marcello, he “was interviewed concerning the Billie Sol Estes case, at 
which time he allegedly related to our agents what he heard at 
Churchill Farms.” (75.^) 

(379) The memorandum goes on to note that a review of FBI files 
on Reid’s infonuaiit, whose name was Edward Becker, showed he had 
in fact been interviewed by Bureau agents on November 26, 1962, in 
connection with the Billie Sol Estes investigation. (755) Wliile “[i]n 
this interview, Marcello was mentioned * * * in connection with a busi- 
ness proposition * * * no mention was made of” Attorney General 
Kennedy or President Kennedy, or any threat against them. (755) 

(380) The memorandum said that the agents who read the part of 
Reid’s manuscript on the meeting told the author that Becker had not 
informed the Bureau of the alleged Marcello discussion of assassina- 
tion. (757) In fact, “It is noted Edward Nicholas Becker is a private 
investigator in Los Angeles who in the past has had a reputation of 
being unreliable and known to misrepresent facts.” (755) 
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(381) The memorandiiin concluded by stating that Reid'S offer to 
provide the Bureau with information about Mahia figure John Roselli 
had been declined : 

111 connection with John Roselli, Reid wanted to trade in- 
formation concerning him, which offer was refused. He men- 
tioned he was concerned with Roselli ’s association with attor- 
ney Edward Morgan of Washington, D.C. As you recall, Mor- 
gan was previously interviewed at the request of the White 
House concerning alleged information in his possession re- 
garding the assassination. Also, Roselli was the connecting 
link between CIA and Robert Maheu who was hired by the 
CIA to approach Sam Giancana to have Castro assassinated. 
{189) 

(382) The memorandum went to Assistant Directors Rosen and 
Deloach, and to the most senior officials in the Bureau, including 
Assistant Director William Sullivan and several of his deputies, and 
Assistant Director flames Gales of the Inspection Division, all of 
whom had direct responsibility for the FBI’s investigation of Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s murder. (7^6^) No instructions of any kind to follow 
up on the information regarding Marcello, the alleged assassination 
discussion, and the informant, were issued subsequently. (i^i) 

(383) The only directive regarding the matter was a handwritten 
notation made on the memorandum l)y DeLoach :(iP^) ‘‘We should 
discretly identify the publisher" of the Reid ho6k,{193) 

(384) Two days later, in an FBI memorandum of May 17, 1967, the 
Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Los Angeles office reported 
some additional information to Hoover. (i^J) In the memorandum, 
the JjOS Angeles office set forth some alleged information it had learned 
regarding Becker, who, the memo noted, claimed to have heard “state- 
ments supposedly made by Carlos Marcello on Sepitember 11, 1963, 
concerning the pending assassination of President Kennedy.” (iP5) 
The FBI memo stated that 1 day after the Bureau first learned of the 
Reid information, its Los Angeles office received information regard- 
ing Edward Becker which was allegedly damaging to his reputa- 
tion. (7^^) According to the information, Sidney Korshak had been 
discussing Becker and : 

* * * Korshak inquired as to who Ed Becker was and 
advised that Becker was trying to shake down some of 
Koi*shak’s friends for money by claiming he is the collabo- 
rator with Reid and that for money he could keep the names 
of these people out of the book. (7^7) 

(385) The memorandum also stated that Sidney Korshak had fur- 
ther stated that “Becker was a no-good shakedown artist,” (7P^) infor- 
mation which in turn became known to the Bureau. (199) 

(386) The memorandum did not mention the bac^round of the 
person who was supplying the negative information and allegations 
about Becker — Sidney Korshak. He was a Los Angeles labor lawycJr, 


*^'Where Becker is referred to as an ‘‘informant,*’ it should be noted that 
this applies to his relationship to Reid and not to a Federal law enforcement 
agency. 
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who has been alleged to have underworld associations in Chicago, 
California, Las Vegas, and New York {200) The Bureau’s own files 
identified him as a continuing subject of numerous organized crime 
investigations, an associate of reputed Chicago Mafia executioners Gus 
Alex and Murray “The Camel” Humphreys, ) and a business asso- 
ciate of James R. Hoffa and Paul Dorfman.(£^^) In an extensive 
four-part investigative series in 1976, the New York Times noted that 
a 1968 Justice Department report had described Korshak as perhapjs 
“the most significant link in the relationship between the crime syndi- 
cate, politics, labor, and management.” The Times further re- 
ported that at a meeting in April 1976, senior officials of the Justice 
Department’s Organized Crime Division had “reached a consensus 
that Mr. Korshak was one of the five most powerful members of the 
underworld.” {20Jf) 

(387) On June 5, 1967, in another memorandum to Director Hoover, 
the Ix)s Angeles FBI office reported that the person who had pro- 
vided the derogatory information on Becker had contacted Reid on 
May 26 in an effort to “discredit” Becker’s information about Mar- 
cello. (^5) This person had provided Reid with the information about 
Becker which had derived from Korshak. (2!^) The memorandum 
went on to state that “The purpose [of this person] was to discredit 
Becker to Reid in order that the Carlos Marcello incident would be 
deleted from the book by Reid. {207) 

(388) On May 31, 1967, according to the same memorandum, a spe- 
cial agent of the Los Angeles office was involved in a visit to Reid’s 
home(^OS) in a further effort to persuade him of Becker’s alleged 
untrustworthiness. {209) During this visit : 

It was again pointed out to Reid that Becker had been 
interviewed by Bureau agents in November 1962 concerning 
the Billie Sol Estes case, but had not mentioned the reputed 
conversation or statements allegedly made by Marcello on 
September 11, 1963 (almost a year later) , at Churchill Farms, 

New Orleans. {210) 

(389) The Bureau’s possible confusion over the time periods in- 
volved in the matter was further evidenced in the memorandum, 
which said that “in November 1962” Becker had “not mentioned the 
reputed * * * statements allegedly made by Marcello on Septem- 
ber 11, 1963.” (^7i) Again, both Reid and Becker have maintained 
consistently that they made clear that the meeting was in September 
1962, rather than September 1963,(^7^) and that the specific reference 
in the Reid book stated “September 1962.” (^7 J) Additionally, the 
Bureau’s own files on Becker (while not containing any references to 
assassination) clearly indicated that Becker had been interviewed by 
agents in November 1962, following a trip through Louisiana that 
September, {21Ji) 

Committee investigation of the allegation 

(390) The committee carefully examined the FBI’s files relating to 
Becker and the Bureau’s contact with him in late 1962. The first Bu- 
reau reference to Becker appeared in a report of November 20, 1962, 
regarding a private investigator working on the Billie Sol Estes case, 
the famous multimillion-doUar fraud investigation of the early 
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1960’s. (^7i5) The report noted that Becker, then 42, was associated 
with an investigator being employed by one of the oil service com- 
panies that had allegedly been swindled by Estes, Becker was 

said to have had first met with the investigator in Brownswood, Tex., 
on September 18, 1962, and that they had traveled to Shreveport, La., 
on business on September 21. (^i7) Becker was associated with an oil 
geologist in Shreveport, Carl Roppolo,(^75) who was alleged to be a 
Close acquaintance of Carlos Marcello. {219) 

The report noted that one person liad told the Bureau that “Rop- 
polo had said that his mother is Carlos Marcello’s sister, and that 
Roppollo is the favorite nephew.” As is discussed later, Becker 
informed the committee that Roppolo, a close friend of his, was the 
man who allegedly set up the September 1962 meeting with Marcello 
and attended the meeting along with Becker for the purpose of seek- 
ing Marcello’s support for a proposed business venture of theirs. (^^7) 

(391) Becker was referred to in a second FBI report of November 

21, 1962, which dealt with an alleged counterfeiting ring and a Dallas 
lawyer who reportedly had knowledge of it.(^^^) This report noted 
that Becker was being used as an “informant” by a private investiga- 
tor in the investigation and was assisting to the extent that he 
began receiving expense money. The Los Angeles FBI office 

noted that the investigator working with Becker had “admitted that 
he could be supporting a con game for living expenses on the part of 
Becker * * * but that he doubted it,” as he had only provided Becker 
with limited expenses. (^^5) 

(392) The November 21, 1962, Bureau report noted further that 
Becker had once been associated with Max Field, a criminal associate 
of Mafia leader Joseph Sica of Los Angeles. (^^^) According to the 
report “It appears that Becker * * * has been feeding all rumors he 
has heard plus whatever stories he can fit into the picture.” (^^7) 

(393) On November 26, 1962, Becker was interviewed by the FBI 
in connection with its investigation of the Billie Sol Estes case on 
which Becker was then also working as a private investigator. (^^5) 
Becker told the Bureau of his recent trips to Dallas, Tex., and Louisi- 
ana, and informed them of the information he had heard about counter- 
feiting in Dallas. (^^<9) At that point, Becker also briefly discussed 
Carlos Marcello : 


He [Becker] advised that on two occasions he has accom- 
panied Roppolo to New Orleans, where they met with one 
Carlos Marcello, who is a longtime friend of Roppolo. He 
advised that Roppolo was to obtain the financing for their 
promotional business from Marcello. He advised that he knew 
nothing further about Marcello. (^Jt?) 

(394) Becker was briefly mentioned in another Bureau report, of 
November 27, 1962, which again stated that he alleg:edly made up 
“stories” and invented rumors to derive “possible gain” from such 
false information. (^Ji) 

(395) Three days later, on November 30, 1962, another Bureau 
repoit on the Billie Sol Estes case made reference to Becker’s trip to 
Dallas in September and his work on the case.(^J^) The report noted 
that Becker was apparently associated with various show business 
personalities in Las Vegas. (^JJ) Further, a man who had been 
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acquainted with Becker had referred to him as a “small-time con 
man.”(^«^^) 

(396) In an April 11, 1963, FBI report, Becker and his friend Hop- 
polo were referred to once again. (^J.5) The report had been written 
by agent Regis Kennedy of the New Orleans office in response to a 
directive issued shortly after Becker informed the Bureau that Rop- 
polo had accompanied him to two business meetings with Marcello. 

(226) The New Orleans office had been instructed to determine if 
Roppolo was in fact acquainted with Marcello, as advised by Becker. 

(227) The April 11, 1963, report concluded that Roppolo did in all 
likelihood know the New Orleans Mafia leader. A source had in- 
formed the New Orleans office that the JMarcello and Roppolo “fami- 
lies were quite close at one time as they came from the 'old country’ 
at approximately the same time and lived as neighbors in New 
Orleans.” 

(397) This report further stated that the same source doubted 
whether Roppolo himself could secure financial backing from Mar- 
cello for a business venture, due to Roppolo’s alleged reputation as 
someone “rather shiftless.” (^^(9) Roppolo was regarded as “a prob- 
lem,” a person who “is always trying to promote something.” (^^7) 

(398) While the committee was unable to develop more specific 
information regarding the relationship between Becker’s associate, 
Roppolo, and Marcello, the committee did receive information indicat- 
ing a closer relationship than was indicated in the April 1963 FBI 
report. The New Orleans Crime Commission, in various analyses and 
charts of the Marcello organization, had for years been identifying 
Lillian Roppolo as an associate of Carlos Marcello. (2J^2) Aaron Kohn, 
noted the reported relationship between the two families and stated 
that Lillian Roppolo “was considered to be something of a courier for 
Marcello.” (^4<^) A Crime Commission file on the Roppolos indicates 
that she had an even closer personal relationship with Marcello, in 
addition to the alleged courier and business activities. (^4^) During 
his appearance before the committee on Januaiy 11, 1978, Marcello 
himself brought up his apparent familiarity with the Roppolos when 
he was questioned about his knowledge of a person having a similar 
sounding surname. (^^) 

Becker^ s statement to the committee 

(399) During its examination of Reid’s published account of the 
alleged Marcello discussion about assassinating President Kennedy, 
the committee received a more detailed account from Becker of the 
allegations and information he originally provided Reid. Becker, 57 
in 1979, told the committee that his account of the meeting and dis- 
cussion with Marcello in 1962 “is truthful. It was then and it is 
now. I was there.” (^^) He maintained that “the FBI — ^their agents 
in Los Angeles — have tried to discredit me. They’ve done every- 
thing except investigate the information I gave Reid. They appar- 
ently have always said it was not the truth, but they’ve never in- 
vestigated it to arrive at that judgment.” (2Iff) Becker indicated 
a willingness to support his truthfulness in other ways.(^.^^) 

(400) Becker stated that he was bom in California and raised in 
New Haven, Conn.(^4^) His early years of employment had included 
publicity work for several San Francisco nightclubs and, subsequently, 
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writing a column for two California newspapers.(3J6^) During later 
years he had done further work in the entertainment field, managing 
a singer, as well as writing and producing programs for television in 
Los Angeles during the early 1950’s. ( 251 ) 

(401) Becker said he becaine a public relations man for the Riviera 
Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas in 1955, working closely with Gus 
Greenbauni,(^5^) the Riviera manager and well-known gambling fig- 
ure who was the victim of a much publicized underworld killing in 
1 ^ 51 .( 253 ) Becker stated that he “was then traveling in some pretty 
fast circles. I was certainly not the cleanest person around.’’ 

He further maintained that while he “was always out to make a buck,” 
he was never engaged in any significant criminal activity. ( 255 ) Becker 
noted that he had twice become the subject of criminal investigations, 
( 266 ) the first resulting in his conviction on misdemeanor charges for 
having stolen “around $200” from a nightclub photographer with 
whom he was acquainted. ( 257 ) He was in his twenties at the time and 
served 60 days in jail. ( 258 ) 

(402) Becker stated that in 1959 he had also become involved with 
two men who were “running a con deal involving laundermats and 
stolen credit cards” (^5^) and that one of the two men was an associate 
of Los Angeles Mafia leader Joseph Sica. (^6'^) He was the subject of 
an SEC desist order in conjunction with the 1959 investigation, (^^i) 

(403) Becker told the committee that he had worked as a private 
investigator during the yeai*s since, coordinating undercover investiga- 
tive work for corporate clients, (^6^) as well as working on various 
organized crime cases. (^^J) During the early 1960’s, he was doing 
investigative work for Julian Blodgett, a private investigator and 
former FBI agent. (^^J) 

(404) Becker told the committee that he and Roppolo had met with 
Marcello in late 1962 to seek his financial backing for an oil additive 
product they were planning to market. (^6*5) Due to Roppolo’s close 
relationship with Marcello, the meeting was arranged without diffi- 
culty. (^^6?) 

(405) Becker stated that he and Roppolo met with Marcello on three 
or four occasions in connection with the proposed business deal and 
that Marcello made his comments about President Kennedy during 
the first or second meeting. (lW) The meetings transpired between 
sometime in September 1962 and roughly January 1963. (^^5) Only 
the three of them had been present during two or three of the meet- 
ings, but a Marcello aide named “Livcrde,” a barber, had also been 
present once.(^^^) 

(406) Becker stated that Marcello had made his remarks about the 
Kennedy brothers after Becker said something to the effect that “Bob- 
by Kennedy is really giving you a rough time.”(^7^?) He could not 
recall the exact words Marcello used in threatening President Ken- 
nedy, but believed the account in Reid’s book “is basically correct.” 
( 271 ) Marcello was very angry and had “clearly stated that he was 
going to arrange to have President Kennedy murdered in some 
way.” ( 272 ) Marcello’s statement had been made in a serious tone and 
sounded as if he had discussed it previously to some extent. (^7J) 
Becker commented that Marcello had made some kind of reference to 
President Kennedy’s being a dog and Attorney General Robert Ken- 
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nedy the dog’s tail, (^7^) and had said “the dog will keep biting you if 
you only cut off its tail,” but that if the dog’s head were cut off, the dog 
would die. (^75) 

(407) Becker stated that Marcello also made some kind of reference 
to the way in which he allegedly wanted to arrange the President’s 
murder. (^7^) Marcello “clearly indicated” that his own lieutenants 
must not be identified as the assassins, (^77) and that there would thus 
be a necessity to have them use or manipulate someone else to carry 
out the actual crime. {278) 

(408) Becker said that Marcello’s alleged remarks about assassinat- 
ing the President lasted only a few minutes during the course of the 
meeting, which went 1 to 2 hours. (^7P) Marcello had spoken in Si- 
cilian phrases during parts of the meeting and had grown angry at 
one point in the discussion of their proposed business deal. (^^6^) 

(409) Becker said that although he and Roppollo met with Marcello 
on two or three occasions following this meeting, they never again 
discussed President Kennedy, (^^i) (Becker added that the oil addi- 
tive business business deal never came to fruition. {282 ) ) 

(410) Becker told the committee that while he believed Marcello 
had been serious when he spoke of wanting to have the President as- 
sassinated, he did not believe the Mafia leader was capable of carry- 
ing it out or had the opportunity to do ^,{283) He emphasized that 
while he was disturbed by Marcello’s remarks at the time, he had 
grown accustomed to hearing criminal figures make threats against 
adversaries. (^5-^) 

(411) Becker stated that the only error in Reid’s published account 
of the meeting related to the statement that Becker had informed two 
Government investigators of \t.{285) Becker said that he never told 
any Government investigator of Marcello’s remarks about President 
Kennedy ;(^^) he “would have been afraid” to repeat Marcello’s 
remarks to anyone during that period, out of concern that Marcello or 
his associates might learn he had done so.(^<?7) Becker suggested that 
Reid may have incorrectly inferred that he told the FBI of the alleged 
Marcello threat when he was interviewed by agents regarding the 
Billie Sol Estes case in November 1962. {288) Becker also stated that he 
was never interviewed by the FBI about the alleged Marcello meeting 
in the years since Reid first reported it, a fact borne out by the commit- 
tee’s examination of Bureau files on Becker, 

(412) Becker further stated that the only person other than Reid 
whom he might have informed of Marcello’s remarks was his close 
associate Julian Blodgett, who employed him during that period as 
an investigator. {289) 

(413) Blodgett, a former FBI agent and chief investigator for the 
district attorney of Los Angeles County, informed the committee that 
he can “vaguely remember something” about Becker’s having met 
with Marcello. (^^) Blodgett stated that he “can verify” that Becker 
traveled to New Orleans in September 1962, but could not recall any 
specific account of Becker’s meeting with Marcello. (^P7) Blodgett 
told the committee he regarded Becker as an honest ^rson who was 
one of “the most knowledgeable detail men” in the private investiga- 
tion business. {292) While noting that Becker “has b^n a controversial 
guy,” Blodgett stated that he personally would believe Becker’s account 
of the alleged Marcello meeting. {293) 
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(414) Becker further told the committee that following President 
Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas, he quickly came to believe that 
Carlos Marcello had in fact probably been behind it.(^P^) He reached 
this opinion because of factors such as Lee Oswald having been from 
New Orleans, as well as Jack Ruby’s alleged underworld associations. 
{295) Becker stated that “it was generally thought in mob circles that 
Ruby was a tool of some mob group.” Becker further stated that 
he had leamed after the assassination that “Oswald’s imcle, who used 
to run some bar, had been a part of the gambling network overseen by 
Marcello. He worked for the mob in New Orleans.” (^P7) 

(415) During his appearance before the committee on January 11, 
1978, Marcello was questioned about Reid’s account of the meeting at 
which he allegedly spoke of assassinating President Kennedy. (^^<5 ) 
Marcello firmly denied that the meeting and discussion ever took place 
and stated that he was familiar with the Reid book: “The way the 
paper puts it and the books put it in there, it makes it like you had 
some kind of secret meetings, because I have heard the book about 
what you are telling me.” {299) 

(416 ) Marcello testified that while he had heard that Robert Kennedy 
was a strong advocate of intensifying the investigation of organized 
crime figures, and had been so even before becoming Attorney Gen- 
eral, “I didn’t pay no attention to it at that t\m&,^\300) Asked when 
he did begin to pay attention to Robert Kennedy’s intentions, Marcello 
testified, “When he got to be Attorney General.” (J6^i) While recalling 
that Attomey General Kennedy “said he was going to get organized 
crime and all that kind of stuff,” (JC^^) Marcello stated that “the only 
time I really knoweu about it” was when he was arrested and deported 
from the Country.” (J6>^) Asked if he placed any particular blame on 
the Attomey General for his deportation, Marcello testified, “No, I 
don’t, he just done what he thought was right, I guess.”(J0^) 

(417) Marcello further testifi^ that he could not recall having 
any discussion at his Churchill Farms estate about the Kennedy 
administration’s intensification of Federal efforts against organized 
crime. {305) Marcello stated that Churchill Farms was not a place 
where he would conduct a meeting; that the estate was only used 
for hunting and was the location of various duck blinds. {306) 
Marcello further testified that he did not have to discuss his 
deportation with associates because “Everybody in the United States 
knowed I was kidnaped. I didn’t have to discuss it ... I told the 
whole world that it was unfair. Anybody who talked to me said it 
was unfair.” {307) 

(418) When asked if he had ever made any threat against Attor- 
ney General Kennedy or had spoken of taking any physical action 
against him, Marcello stated, “No sir; I never said anything like 
that.” {308) When asked if he had ever spoken of taking such action 
against President Kennedy or had threatened him in any way, Mar- 
cSlo stated, “Positively not, never said anything like that.” {309) 

AXAI.YSIS OF THE EVIDENCE 

(419) The account of the alleged Marcello discussion set forth by 
Becker and Reid presented a number of serious issues, some of which 
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had highly disturbing implications regarding the performance of 
the FBI in investigating the possibility of Mafia complicity. The 
evidence indicates that the FBI’s handling of the allegations and 
information about Marcello was characterized by a less than vigor- 
ous effort to investigate its reliability, as well as a strong desire to 
“discredit” the information without having actually to investigate 
it. {310) 

(420) Upon learning in 1967 of the Becker account of the alleged 
Marcello remarks about assassinating President Kennedy, the Bureau 
did not make any effort to interview Becker about the information, 
nor did it institute any actions to seek elaboration, clarification, or 
corroboration of the information. Instead, the allegation was merely 
circulated to the Bureau’s most senior officials, including Director 
J. Edgar Hoover, (.577) while the Bureau’s own files on Becker con- 
tained several pieces of information that should have been the sub- 
ject of careful review. The Bureau’s files from November 1962 noted 
that Becker had in fact traveled through Louisiana during that 
period and had also traveled to Dallas. {312) The Bureau’s own 
November 26, 1962, interview report on Becker noted that he had 
informed the Bureau of two business meetings with Marcello that 
he had attended with Carl Eoppolo in recent weeks. {313) A sub- 
sequent report, dated April 11, 1963, concluded that Eoppolo may 
well have known Marcello and that the Eoppolo and Marcello fami- 
lies had long been associated. {3H) 

(421) In 1967, in noting that Becker had not told the Bureau of 
the alleged Marcello threat during his 1962 interview with agents, 
the Bureau seemed to reach the conclusion that the significance of 
the. alleged Becker information was greatly undermined as a result. 
Likewise, the Bureau’s apparent view that Becker’s background of 
criminal associations undermined the possibility that he had in fact 
met with Marcello — rather than strengthened that possibility — was 
indicative of the Bureau’s deficient approach to the matter. In its 
handling of the allegations about Marcello, the Bureau did not carry 
out any substantive examination and evaluation of the source who 
had set forth the information; only the standard examination of 
various criminal informants and underworld sources was made to 
determine the specific nature of their motivations, credibility and 
activities. 

(422) Similarly, there was no evidence that the FBI made any effort 
to investigate the allegations from the other direction — from the spe- 
cific travels and activities of Marcello during the period or periods in 
question. Patrick Collins, the agent covering Marcello’s activities at 
the time, informed the committee that he “was never asked to investi- 
gate it in any way.” (^75) While he later read of the alleged Marcello 
threat in the press, he “never saw any directive on it” or heard of any 
Bureau interest in the matter. (57^) He stated that he would in all 
liklihood have been aware of any such Bureau directives or interest had 
there been any. {317) 

(423) The evidence shows another aspect of the Bureau’s perform- 
ance. FBI files clearly indicate a high level awareness that the Bureau 
was involved in trying to “discredit” (the term used in a Bureau 
memorandum) the source of the information, Edward Becker. (57^) 
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As noted earlier, the files show that a Los Angeles FBI agent partici- 
pated in the effort, and without having ever investigated the Marcello 
allegations. Further, the June 5, 1967, FBI memorandum on the 
matter (whicli went to Director Hoover himself, as well as to his 
closest aides) clearly indicated that the ‘‘purpose” of the visit to Reid 
was “to discredit Becker to Reid in order that the Carlos Marcello 
incident would be deleted from the book by Reid.” {S20) 

(424) The FBI files also contain repeated references to the Bureau s 
use of allegations about Becker received from Sidney Korshak, an 
alleged associate of various organized crime leaders. ) The files 
indicate a high level awareness at Bureau headquarters that the Los 
Angeles FBI office was using the information received from Korshak 
in an effort to persuade Reid not to publish the Marcello allega- 
tions. (^^^) There was, however, no reference in the files to Korshak’s 
own possible background and activities, nor to his possible motives in 
supplying the information at that time. {323) 

(425) The evidence shows that the FBI’s failure to investigate the 
allegation that Marcello had discussed assassinating President Ken- 
nedy constituted a violation of the Director’s promise to investigate 
all circumstances surrounding the President’s murder even after the 
official Warren Commission investigation had ended in 1964. In his 
appearance before the Commission on May 6, 1964, FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover had personally affirmed that promise, stating: 

I can assure you so far as the FBI is concerned the case 
will be continued in an open classification for all time. That 
is, any information coming to us or any report coming to us 
from any source will be thoroughly investigated, so that we 
will be able to either prove or disprove the allegation, (t?^.^) 

(426) The FBI’s failure to take seriously the alleged Marcello threat 
was all the more disturbing g^ven the time at which the Bureau learned 
of and discarded the allegation — less than 2 months after the leader- 
ship of the Bureau had been faulted by President Johnson himself for 
not pursuing another allegation by an underworld informant that 
Mafia figures and Cuban agents might secretly have been involved 
in President Kennedy’s assassination. (J^5) In that instance, as de- 
tailed by the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence in 1976, FBI 
Director Hoover and his top deputies had learned of the information 
from Los Angeles Mafia figure John Roselli’s lawyer, Edward P. Mor- 
gan, (^^^) only to decide on February 15, 1967, that “no investigation 
will be conducted regarding the allegations.” (5^7) 

(427) On March 17, 1967, upon learning of the Roselli allegation 
and of the Bureau’s failure to investigate it, Persident Johnson per- 
sonally intervened and ordered the Bureau to interview Morgan, 
pursue the information and report its findings to him. {328) 

Submitted by: 

G. Robert Blakey, 

Chief Counsel arid Staff Director, 
Gary T. Cornwell, 
Deputy Chief Covmd, 
Michael Ewing, 

Researcher. 
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RESIDENCE IN THE FRENCH QUARTER: 126 EXCHANGE ALLEY 

(428) During his early childhood and adolescence in New Orleans, 
Lee Oswald lived with his divorced mother at a number of different 
locations, usually in small rented houses or apartments in a moderate- 
to-lower-income section of the city.(f) While the record of residences 
is not complete, one address was 126 Exchange Alley. (^) During her 
testimony before the Warren Commission, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald 
indicated that she and her son lived there when Oswald was about 
15 to 16 years old, roughly the years 1955-56. (t?) They were “living 
at 126 Exchange Place, which is the Vieux Carre section of the French 
Quarter of New Orleans.” {i) During her testimony, Mrs. Oswald noted 
that “the papers said we lived over a saloon at that particular ad- 
dress * * * that is just the French part of town. It looks like the devil. 
Of course I didn’t have a fabulous apartment. But very wealthy peo- 
ple and very fine citizens live in that part of town, * * *” (5) While Mrs. 
Oswald correctly noted that “wealtny” citizens resided in some sec- 
tions of the French Quarter, Exchange Alley was well known as the 
location of other elements ; it was an area notorious for illicit activities. 
As the managing director of the Metropolitan Crime Commission of 
New Orleans, Aaron Kohn recalled, “Exchange Alley, specifically 
that little block that Oswald lived on, was literally the hub of some 
of the most notorious underworld joints in the city.”(^) He noted fur- 
ther that Exchange Alley was the location of various gambling 
operations affiliated with the Marcello organization. (7) Noting the 
o|)enness with which such activities were conducted there, (<S) Kohn 
said, “you couldn’t walk down the block without literally being ex- 
posed to two or three separate forms of illicit activities and under- 
world operations.” (5) 

(429) As early as November 26, 1963, the crime commission had noted 
Lee Oswald’s exposure at Exchange Alley, when it published a 

* Oswald's later life, particularly his activities in 1963, is covered in detail 
in other staff reports and in the commentary. 

( 93 ) 
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booklet that included a reference to the New Orleans background of 
the man accused of assassinating President Kennedy 4 days earlier : 

Lee Harvey Oswald during 1954 and 1955 attended Beau- 
regard Junior High School in New Orleans, where other stu- 
dents frequently were in conflict with police. He then resided 
with his mother in a dingy apartment at 126 Exchange Alley, 
a narrow street extending one block from the main business 
thoroughfare of Canal Street, to the Iberville Street bound- 
ary at the F rench Quarter. 

Their substandard living quarters were above a pool hall, 
where Oswald is reported to have taken his one close school- 
mate, a hangout for gamblers. The bleak street which he 
called home was occupied also by sordidly operated bars, 
including some in which aggressive homosexuals and prosti- 
tutes were frequenters and others the scene of operations for 
illegal bookies, (i^) 

(430) IVliile Oswald's earlier years included a record of truancy that 
finally resulted in court proceedings against him and his mother, (ii) 
there was less information available about the period in which he 
lived in Exchange Alley. In her testimony before the Warren Com- 
mission, Lee Oswald's cousin, Marilyn Murret, a New Orleans native, 
stated that ‘‘certainly on Exchange Alley he had a lot of opportunity 
to deviate from the right path,” although she believed he generally 
kept to himself. {12) Oswald’s aunt, Mrs. Charles Murret, told the War- 
ren Commission that while Lee and his mother lived in “a pretty rough 
section * * * with all those poolrooms and everything down below” 
their second floor apartment, she did not think “that Lee ever went into 
tliose places, because he never was a boy that got into any trouble.” (i5) 
Mrs. Murret further stated that, “The average teenager who was going 
to school at Beauregard would have probably been in there shooting 
pool and things like that, but he didn’t do that.”(ij) She further re- 
called that “they did have a very bad bunch of boys going to Beaure- 
gard” and that Lee “got in several scrapes” with boys who “were 
always having fights.” (iJ) Aaron Kohn noted that Beauregard High 
School did have a bad reputation ; it was regarded by some as “the 
alma mater, so to speak, of kids who frequently graduated to various 
criminal and underworld careers.” While relatively little was 
known of Lee Oswald’s activities in and out of school during that 
period, and while he was not involved in any known illegal acts, a 
Beauregard classmate of his, Edward Voebel, recalled that Oswald 
once considered such actions at the time. (i7) Voebel, believed to have 
been Oswald’s closest friend during that period, told the Warren 
Commission that Oswald had once planned to steal a gun by burglar^- 
ing a neighborhood gunshop. (i5) Voebel testified that he finally dis- 
suaded Oswald from committing the burglary by pointing out the 
electronic alarm system in the store, (7P) In recalling her sister Mar- 
guerite Oswald’s various difficulties in raising Lee during that period 
in New Orleans, Mrs. Charles Murret stated, “She’s a woman with a 
lot of character and good morals, and I’m sure that what she was 
doing for her boys, she thought was the best at the time. Now, whether 
it was or not is something else, I guess.” (20) 
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C HARLE S “dUTZ” MURRET AND THE NEW ORLEANS UNDERWORLD 

(431) During the various periods in which Lee Harvey Oswald 
lived in New Orleans, he kept in close touch with his aunt and uncle, 
Lillian and Charles “Dutz” Murret, long-time residents of the city. {21) 
Lillian Murret was the older sister of Lee Oswald’s mother, Mar- 
guerite. At the age of about 3, Lee Oswald lived with the 
Murrets for a period of 1 to 2 years while his mother worked as a 
saleswoman at various places in the New Orleans area. Having 
developed a close relationship with his Aunt Lillian in particular, 
Oswald stayed at the Murret home during other periods of his child- 
hood and adolescence while his mother was either traveling or un- 
able to house him elsewhere. (^5) During the period in which he and 
his mother lived at Exchange Alley, the teenaged Oswald regularly 
visited his aunt, and uncle eating dinner with them on Friday eve- 
nings and spending his Saturdays there. {26) His uncle Charles Mur- 
ret was a father figure of sorts. The Murrets served as the closest thing 
to a real family that Oswald had been exposed to up to that point in 
his life. In subsequent years, while serving in the Marine Corps in 
Biloxi, Miss., Oswald visited his aunt and uncle at their New Orleans 
home. (^7) He also wrote to them during the period in which he lived 
in the Soviet Union. (^) Following his return to the United States 
and his move back to New Orleans, Oswald again stayed with the 
Murrets while looking for a job and an apartment. {29) After Oswald’s 
wife, Marina, joined him there, his uncle Charles loaned them money 
and helped move them into an apartment. (<?(?) In subsequent months 
in 1963, Lee and Marina regularly visited the Murrets, having dinner 
at their home and spending time with them on weekends. {31) In July 
1963, Charles Murret drove Oswald and his wife and other members 
of the Murret family to Mobile, Ala., for an overnight visit to see Gene 
Murret, Charles and Lillian’s son.(J^) Following Lee’s arrest in 
August 1963 for a fistfight growing out of his attempt to hand out 
“Fair Play For Cuba” literature in New Orleans, Oswald was released 
from jail when a friend of Charles Murret’s intervened on his 
behalf. (JJ) 

(432) While the Warren Commission and the FBI were not fully 
aware of it in 1963, Oswald’s uncle, Charles Murret (commonly known 
as “Dutz”) had for some time been involved in the New Orleans gam- 
bling circles. The committee established that he was associated with 
organized crime figures there, having worked for years in an under- 
world gambling syndicate affiliated with the Carlos Marcello crime 
family. Although the committee first received information relating 
to Charles Murret’s underworld involvement from a former prosecu- 
tion witness against Teamster leader James E. Hoffa, as well as from 
a southwestern businessman and his wife acouainted with Margiierite 
Oswald, the committee was not able to confirm the specifics until late 
1978. ^e only indication of such background, however vague, that the 
committee had been able to find amid the documentation on Oswald 
and his family from 1963 and 1964 was contained in an FBI interview 
with John Pic, Oswald’s half-brother from an earlier marriage of his 
mother,^ Marguerite. (J^) In the Bureau report of that interview, it 
was stated that, “Pic advised that his mother ♦ * * was quite close 
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to her sister, Mrs, Charles Murret * * * He said that from some- 
thing said to him when he was quite young, it is his impression Charles 
Murret was a gambler and bookmaker.” (<yt5) No other reference to 
Murret’s activities and bacKgrouiid were located among the Warren 
Commission and FBI documents relating to the assassination inves- 
tigation. Nor was there any indication ttiat Pic’s brief information 
about Murret attracted any interest at the time, 

(433) Similarly, when Marguerite Oswald noted that she had spoken 
briefly of her brother-in-law’s gambling activities in an interview for a 
book m 1965, it attracted little attention. In an interview with the 
committee on October 30, 1978, Mrs, Oswald declined to respond to 
various questions, but did state that "'Dutz” Murret had been a book- 
maker "‘lor many, many, years” and that she had spoken of his back- 
ground in an interview with author Jean Stafford years earlier. (^7) 
In her biography of Mrs. Oswald, A Mother in History^ Stafford had 
quoted Mrs. Oswald as saying that she was displeased over her sister 
Lillian Murret’s Warren Commission testimony. Mrs. Murret had 
stated that her son. Gene, saved more money as a youth than Mar- 
guerite’s son, Lee did,(^^) and then noted that ‘‘Her [Mrs. Murret’s] 
boy had a father who was in the bookmaking business and had a very 
large income — they own their own home.”(J^) During his testimony 
before the Warren Commission on April 7, 1964, Charles Murret was 
not asked about his employment and personnel background, 
although he indicated that he had worked in the prize-fight business 
as well as on the New Orleans docks. (^7 ) In their own testimony before 
the Commission, Murret’s wife Lillian and daughter Marilyn stated 
that he had worked on the wharf, although they seemed unclear as to 
what exactly he did. Mrs. Murret testified that “He’s a clerk for, well, he 
works for different companies * * * he works at different wharves, in 
other words.” (^) When Marilyn Murret was asked what her father’s 
occupation was, she answered, “Well, steamship clerk — I don’t know 
whether it comes under the jurisdiction of, whether it is under the 
Mississippi Shipping, or how they operate, actually * * * I just don’t 
know how that works.” ( JJ) 

(434) In November 1978, corroborating other testimony and docu- 
mentation developed by the committee, various ipembers of Charles 
Murret’s family confirmed his past involvement in New Orleans gam- 
bling activities. Mrs. Murret testified that her husband had been “in 
the gambling business” with a man named Sam Saia for a number of 
years, (JJ) While stating she was not clear on the specific details of 
their relationship, she testified that her husband “Dutz” had “been in 
business for [Sam Saia] or with him. I don’t know.”(J5) Charles Mur- 
ret’s son, Gene, a State official in Louisiana in 1979, testified that 
his father’s principal occupation had been in the gambling trade, 
describing him as “a self-employed bookie.” (4^) He further stated 
that his late father (Charles Murret died October 12, 1964) “certainly 
has had associations with Sam Saia.”(J7) Marilyn Murret testified 
that she did not “know when he knew Saia,” but stated that she did 
recall her father’s association with “the Saias.”(J5) In an interview 
with the Committee in October 1978, Lee Oswald’s mother Marguerite 
stated, “I knew Saia. I knew him and Mr. Murret worked with him. 
They knew each other for years.” (.4^) 
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(435) Sam Saia, who died in October 1965, was identified by various 
Federal and State authorities as an organized crime leader in New 
Orleans for over 15 vears.(5t?) Aaron Kohn testified that Saia “had 
the reputation of being very close to Carlos Marcello” (57) and had 
been “the biggest and most powerful operator of illegal handbooks and 
other forms of illegal gambling in the city of New Orleans,” (5^) An 
FBI report of November 3, 1965, summarized Saia’s underworld career, 
noted that he had “made his money by dope peddling in the early 
years” and had gone on to become “one of the largest bookmakers” in 
New Orleans. (55) The report noted that Saia was reported to be “the 
financial backer of numerous [underworld] clubs throughout the New 
Orleans area,” (54) employing “numerous runners or agents who ac- 
cepted bets for him.” (55) An FBI report of May 28, 1962, noted that 
the IRS had identified Saia as one of the most powerful gambling fig- 
ures in the Louisiana area. (55) In 1955, the New Orleans Crime Com- 
mission had prepared a lengthy report on Saia’s close friendship with 
a top-ranking official of the New Orleans police department, noting 
that “Saia has been the principal member of a large gambling organi- 
zation,” (57) The report detailed Saia’s arrest “on at least 22 separate 
charges” and the continuing investigation of him by various authori- 
ties. (55) The crime commission later noted that Saia’s position in the 
New Orleans underworld had been strengthened by his close ties to 
various influential political figures, as indicated when he and the mayor 
of New Orleans and the city’s former chief of police all served as pall- 
bearers at the funeral of a key Saia organized crime associate who had 
been involved in gambling and prostitution. { 59 ) 

(436) Lee Harvey Oswald’s aunt, Mrs. Lillian Murret, testified that 
her husband Charles had worked for Saia at a gambling house called 
the Lomalinda, as well as at other locations. (55) She noted that 
“Gambling at that time was wide open here.” (57) Gene Murret re- 
called that the Lomalinda “was a club on Royal and Iberville,” a 
location in the French Quarter of the city. (5^) Mrs. Murret further 
testified that she was not sure what years her husband had worked 
with Saia, but believed their association had been during “the thirties 
or forties” (55) and “maybe” during the 1950’s and 1960’s.(54) 
Mrs. Murret further stated that her husband had not been working 
for Saia at the time of Murret ’s death in late 1964 ; rather her husband 
had been “working on the riverfront” for some time prior to his 
death. (55) 

(437) While the committee’s examination of FBI documents from 
the investigation of President Kennedy’s assassination did not reveal 
any reference to it, the FBI had received a report years earlier that 
described Charles “Dutz” Murret’s involvement in the New Orleans 
underworld. (55) The committee found no indication that the Bureau 
report was transmitted to the Warren Commission or that it was made 
known to the Bureau agents handling the investigation of Lee Oswald’s 
family. The report, dated May 6, 1944, and titled “Re Crime Survey,” 
had been prepared by the New Orleans FBI office’s special agent in 
charge (SAC). (57) It had been written in response to a letter from 
Bureau headquarters of March 9, 1944, “requesting a survey of vice 
and corruption” in the “major cities of [the] New Orleans Field 
Division.” (55) In the report, the New Orleans office had responded by 
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providing a brief summary of a number of underworld establishments 
and operations, listing the names of the operators and their loca- 
tions. Under the heading “D. & A. Clubs” was the following brief 
information on Charles Murret: “These clubs, which are handbooks 
only, are operated by Dutz Murret at 128 Chartres Street and 837 
Iberville Street.” (7^) The reference to handbooks in the two Murret 
clubs was of course a reference to illegal bookmaking activities. (77) 
The club referred to on Iberville Street was in close proximity to the 
Lomalinda, the other gambling establishment where Murret worked 
with Saia.(72) 

(438) Charles Murret had also been involved in promoting several 
prizefighters in New Orleans, after having briefly been a boxer him- 
self when he was younger. (7*?) In his brief testimoiw before the War- 
ren Commission in 1964, Murret had noted that “Dutz” was a nick- 
name “that my uncle gave me years ago and it caught on, with me 
being in the fight game and all, and it just stuck with me.” (7^) 
Mrs. Lillian Murret told the committee that “Dutz” had been “a pro- 
moter of fights” years earlier. (75) Files and records on the prize- 
fight business in Louisiana maintained by the New Orleans Crime 
Commission, as well as the newspaper obituary on Murret in 1964, 
noted that he had served as the manager of a boxer named Tony 
Sciambra years earlier. (75) Murret had managed Sciambra in pro- 
fessional fights in the New Orleans area. (77) The committee estab- 
lished that “Dutz” Murret’s boxer, Tony Sciambra, was an associate 
of Saia’s family who went on to become a lieutenant of Saia him- 
self. (75) A report on Saia prepared by the New Orleans Crime Com- 
mission in August 1955 listed Sciambra as one of Saia’s principal 
deputies, (75) noting that Sciambra had been the subject of “numer- 
ous arrets” and had been convicted of illegal handbook gambling 
along with Anthony and Salvadore Saia. {80) 

(439) ^ In his committee testimony, Charles Murret’s son Gene stated 
that his father had worked with various other people in the gambling 
business in addition to Saia. (57) His father had had a partner named 
Lariy Kue at one time and had worked “with one or two other people 
as time went along.” (5^) He testified further that his father’s 
gambling 

operation was solely and exclusively to support his family 
and that is about what it made, and his associations were 
with individuals in that kind of an operation who pretty 
much did the same, except Sam Saia was a little better off 
in terms of his individual wealth. {83) 

(440) Aaron Kohn had commented on Saia’s reputation of being 
“very close to Carlos Marcello.” (5^) Saia’s gambling activities were 
very closely connected to the Marcello interests. (55) The betting oper- 
ations run by Saia and his associates such as “Dutz” Murret were 
actually operated through the gambling wire service controlled by 
Marcello. (55) Such gambling operators made re^lar payments to 
Marcello for use of the wire service, thus transmitting a share of their 
profits to him. (57) 

(441) The committee was not able to determine whether Charles 
“Dutz” Murret was pei'sonally acquainted with Carlos Marcello, al- 
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though their mutual associations in the underworld of New Orleans 
are evident. Another former gambling associate of Murret’s testified 
that Murret was probably acquainted in some way with two other key 
organized crime lieutenants of Marcello. (88) 

(442) While the committee established that Charles Murret’s nephew, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, was aware of his uncle’s underworld garnbling 
activity and discussed it with his wife Marina in 1963,(55) the extent 
of Oswald’s knowledge of his uncle’s associations was not completely 
clear. In her authorized biography of Marina Oswald in 1977, compiled 
through lengthy taped interviews with Oswald’s widow, Priscilla 
McMillan wrote that Marina had been told of “Dutz” Murret’s activi- 
ties by Lee sometime during the spring of 1963 : 

* * * Lee had confided to Marina that he suspected the 
Murrets lived beyond what his uncle’s earnings would sup- 
port * * * Charles Ferdinand, or “Dutz,” Murret, as he had 
been known since his prizefight days, was a steamship clerk, 
and Lee thought that Ms uncle might be engaged in some other 
activity on the side, like bookmaking. There is no evidence that 
this was so. * * * He thought they did not want to do anything 
that might bring attention to them. (90) 

In a committee interview on December 4, 1978, Marina Oswald 
Porter stated, “I don’t remember why Lee thought those things” about 
his uncle. (91 ) She went on to state, “I know he was suspicious about 
his uncle and his work and what not, and was interested in it all. But 
I don’t know much about it.” (5^) Further, ‘‘I didn’t know what 
gambling really was then in this country, or what those mob people 
were. I still don’t know what it is all about.” (55) She also said, “All I 
remember about that is what I told Priscilla [McMillan]. Whatever 
is in the book is what I knew.” (5^) 

(443) In an interview with the committee on October 30, 1978, 
Mar^erite Oswald declined to discuss her family and its activities at 
any length. (55) She stated that the committee was ‘‘trying to make 
sometMng about Marcello.” (55) She said only that “just because Mr. 
Murret worked for those people, and may have known Marcello, that 
doesn’t mean an^hing about L^.”(57) She would not state whether 
she knew if Mar^llo and Murret were in fact acquainted. (55) 
In another brief interview with the committee on November 30, 
1978, Mrs. Oswald again spoke of her brothex-in-law, although de- 
clining to answer sp^ific questions about him. (55) While saying that 
she had no specific information regarding such a relationship, (755) 
Mrs. Oswald stated, “He [Murret] may have come across Marcello in 
Ms business. He probably did come across Mm at some point.” (757) 

MARGUERITE OSWALD AND CLEM SEHRT 

(444) During her years in New Orleans, Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
mother, Mar^erite, developed a friendship with Clem Sehrt, a lawyer 
in that city. (752) In her testimony before the Warren Commission, 
Mrs. Oswald stated that she had known Sehrt and his family “since 
early childhood,” (755) but had not seen the lawyer for years until 
she sought him out for legal advice about her son Lee’s desire to join 
the Marines in late 1956. (75-^) Lee had been pressuring her strongly 
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to allow him to “falsify his birth certificate” so that he could enlist in 
the Marine Corps before he reached the minimum age.(i^5) They 
were then living at Exchange Alley, with Oswald attending Beaure- 
gard High School. (7^?^) Mrs. Oswald told the Warren Commission 
that, “I have a very good friend, Mr. Clem Sehrt, who is an attorney 
in New Orleans * * *.I called him and told him I had a personal prob- 
lem.” (i6^7) Mrs. Oswald further recalled that Sehrt had at first de- 
clined to offer her any legal advice on Lee’s desire to alter his birth 
certificate, stating, “Marguerite, I cannot advise you. It would be un- 
ethical. But a lot of boys join the service” before they reach the re- 
quired age.(I7?<S) 

(445) Sehrt, according to the New Orleans Crime Commission, was 
an associate, lawyer, and financial adviser to a Louisiana banker asso- 
ciated with Carlos Marcello and his various holdings. { 109 ) Sehrt’s law 
partner had also served as an attorney for Marcello. Sehrtj him- 
self a former State banking official, had come to prominence in the 
State through his close relationship with Louis J. Eousell, a New Or- 
leans banking executive. Aaron Kohn stated that Sehrt and Rousell 
“were long involved in a number of highly questionable undertakings, 
both business and political.” (ii/) Kohn added that Sehrt was long 
known as Rousell’s key intermediary in various professional dealings 
and activities and was closely identified with him in the public’s 
eye.(ii^) 

(446) The New Orleans Crime Commission noted that Rousell had 
admitted to an old and close relationship with Marcello. He personally 
emphasized that friendship when he testified during a Security and 
Exchange Commission investigation of stolen securities in Miami dur- 
ing the early 1970’s. (i/5) The crime commission further noted that 
Rousell’s bank had attempted to intercede on Marcello’s behalf in 1966 
by joining with other parties in an effort to seek clemency following 
the Mafia leader’s conviction for assaulting a New Orleans FBI 
agent. (li^) 

(447) During the 1950’s, when Sehrt rose to prominence through his 
close association with Rousell, Rousell had come to be involved in a 
political scandal in which, it was reported, two Louisiana Supreme 
Court Justices were receiving regular sums of income from an unre- 
ported corporate payroll of Louis Rousell. ( 77 J) One judge was subse- 
quently charged with not having filed the required income tax re- 
turns. (77^) The investigation further disclosed that Rousell and his 
associates had reportedly supplied the Chief Justice of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court with a new Cadillac each year, during an earlier 
period. (777) In recent years, according to the crime commission, Rou- 
sell and his banking associates had been under continuing investigation 
for alleged improper banking prc^ediires, extortion, and illegal 
loans. (77^9) An insurance business directed by Rousell had also been 
under investigation in Alabama. (77P) Further, the crime commission 
received reports in 1978 that Louis Rousell had recently been telling 
associates he was working through a powerful political figure to have 
the Special Agent in Charge of the New Orleans FBI office transferred 
to another assignment. (7,^7^) While Sehrt’s close personal and business 
relationship with Louis Rousell lasted for many years prior to Sehrt’s 
death, Kohn recalled that the relationship was perhaps closest during 
the 1950’s.(7^7) 
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(448) During her testimony before the Warren Commission, Mar- 
guerite Oswald described Sehrt as “a family friend” and stated that 
she finally took Lee to see him to discuss his plan of falsifying his birth 
certificate, (i^^) While it is not entirely clear from her testimony, 
Mrs. Oswald apparently succeeded in getting Sehrt to assist her in 
securir^ for Lee a false birth certificate. Subsequently, she indi- 
cated, ^hrt apparently agreed with her that the falsified birth certifi- 
cate “would not stand up” and that she should allow Lee to enter the 
Marines, but would at least mollify or humor him in his misguided 
intentions, (i^^) Mrs. Oswald testified that, “I went to [Sehrt] and 
paid $5 and said that I lost Lee^s birth certificate, and kind of motioned 
to [him.] I knew it would not stand up.”(i^5) Mrs. Oswald further 
stated that the Marines apparently discovered the erroneous birth 
certificate when Lee tried to enlist and that Lee returned home.(l^^) 
(He did successfully enlist following his next birthday.) { 121 ) 

(449) On Deceml^r 7, 1978, the New Orleans Crime Commission in- 
formed the committee of some information it had recently learned 
from a former associate of Sehrt’s, a source it regarded as highly re- 
liable. (7^5) This associate had stated that Sehrt told him prior to his 
death that some party had contacted him soon after the assassination 
to request that he go to Dallas to represent the accused assassin, Lee 
Harvey Oswald. (7^^) Sehrt did not tell his associate who requested 
this legal representation, nor did Sehrt agree to represent Os- 
wald. (7-5(9) Sehrt’s associate could not recall any further informa- 
tion. (75i) 

Oswald’s employment with tujagtje’s 

(450) In their testimony before the Warren Commission in 1964. Mrs. 
Marguerite Oswald and her sister, Mrs. Charles Murret, recallea that 
Lee Oswald had worked for a business in New Orleans called Tujague’s, 
or Tujague and Co., when he was about 16. (75^) Oswald and his mother 
were then living at 126 Exchange Alley. (755) Mrs. Murret testified 
that her nephew Lee “had worked as a runner when he was here for a 
while for Tujague’s,” (75^) At a later point in her testimony, she ex- 
plained that “he had a job as a nmner, going from building to build- 
ing, delivering messages and things like that,” (755) Still later in her 
testimony, when ask^ if she knew anything further regarding Lee’s 
work for Tujague’s, Mrs. Murret stated, “No. I didn’t know anything 
other than he was working there, and he was a runner, and that sort 
of thing, for them.” (755) Marguerite Oswald recalled that “His first 
job was Tujague and Son, who was steamship people, and he was a 
messenger.” (757) She further recalled that Lee had opened his first 
checking account while working for Tujague’s. (755) 

( 451 ) The committee looked into Oswald’s employment by Tujague’s. 
While both his mother and aunt had briefly not^ that Oswald had 
worked for a business called Tujague’s, the Commission had not cleared 
up the apparent confusion as to the exact name of the company, (755) 
and there were at least two businesses operated by an individual or 
family named Tujague in New Orleans. One, Tujague’s Eestaurant, 
on the edge of the French Quarter, was located within a few blocks 
of the Oswald residence at Exchange Alley. (7^(9) Kohn stated that 
the restaurant had been one of the better ones in the area during the 
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1950s, but also had a reputation as a gathering place for underworld 
figures, (i^i) Kohn noted that Tujague’s was frequented by various 
well-known gambling figures, as well as officials of the State Athletic 
Commission, With this information in mind, as well as the knowl- 
edge that various gambling operations have traditionally used young 
boys as ‘‘runners,” the committee sought to determine whether Oswald 
had worked at Tuj ague’s Kestaurant as a “runner” and, if not, whether 
it was connected in any way to the Tuj ague’s that did. The evidence 
indicates he did not work there. 

(452) In an interview on Jfoveinber 16, 1978, Frank DiBenedetto 

of Gerard F. Tuj ague’s, Inc. Forwarding Co. stated that his company 
had employed Lee Oswald during that period, (i^5) DiBenedetto, who 
took over the business following Gerard Tuj ague’s death, stated that 
he had been Oswald’s supervisor and that Oswald had been employed 
as a messenger, (i^) He stated further that Oswald’s work consisted 
largely of delivering company papers and messages to various steam- 
ship lines on the docks (i^5) and that Tujague’s messengers had never 
been used for any gambling purposes to his knowledge, According 

to DiBenedetto, Oswald had worked with him at Tujague’s for a year 
to a year and a half. An FBI teletyjpe located by the committee, how- 
ever, quoted Gerard Tuj ague as saying that his payroll records indi- 
cated Oswald's employment had lasted only 2 months, In his 

interview with the committee, DiBenedetto stated that Gerard Tujague 
had once told him that his family was in no way related to the Tuja- 
gue's who owned the restaurant by that name. {UfS) 

MAROTTERITE OSWALD AND RAOUL 8EKE 

(453) At the time of her first marriage to Edward Pic of New 
Orleans, Marguerite Oswald (then Marguerite Claverie) was working 
as a secretary for a lawyer in that city, Raoul Sere. Marguerite’s sister, 
Mrs. Charles Murret, told the Warren Commission of her sister’s 
employment by Sere and noted that Marguerite had left her job after 
her marriage. (74^) Mrs. Murret further testified that after Margue- 
rite’s first marriage failed, Sere rehired h.^v{150) and helped her pay 
some debts she had acquired for furniture and other items. (757) 

(454) Politically active as an attorney. Sere went on to become an 
assistant district attorney for the city of New Orleans. (75^) Aaron 
Kohn recalled that “Sere played a key role in running the D.A.’s 
office during the period in which that office was later proven to be 
highly corrupt.” (755) “The D.A.’s office was then under the corrupt 
influence of the gambling syndicate — Carlos Marcello and various 
others — to a very significant degree.” (75.^) Kohn further stated 
that “Raoul Sere was an important part of the New Orleans parish 
political establishment during its worst period” (755) at a time in 
which “the enforcement of the law decidedly took a backseat to racke- 
teer payoffs throughout the city government.” (755) Kohn noted that 
Sere was widely alleged to have been associated with a small political 
circle known as “the Combine” (757) a handful of New Orleans figures 
who reportedly obstructed a number of criminal cases, including an 
important probe of police corruption. (755) 
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(455) While the files of the New Orleans Crime Commission contain 
references to Sere’s activities as assistant district attorney, including 
allegations that bribery payoffs were channeled through him by crimi- 
nal interests in the city,(i^P) Sere was never the subject of any 
criminal investigation. (1^0) 

(456) While Marguerite Oswald “worked for Kaoul Sere for quite 
a while,” according to her sister, the exact duration of that employ- 
ment is unknown, (i^i) In an interview with the committee on No- 
vember 30, 1978, Mrs. Oswald declined to discuss her past activities at 
any length, refusing to respond to various questions. {162) Mrs. Oswald 
did state, however, that she had worked for Sere a number of years, 
recalling “we were friends for many years. I was also very friendly 
with his wife.”(i^^) Mrs. Oswald further stated that Kaoul Sere had 
taken her out to dinner sometime in about 1960.(7^4) Mrs. Oswald 
stated that she had had dinner with Sere for the purpose of discussing 
various legal aspects of her son Lee’s recent defection to the Soviet 
Union and her efforts to secure his return to the United States. (7^5) 

OSWAIJ>, DAVID rERRIE AND THE CIVIL AIR PATROL 

(457) While he lived in New Orleans, Oswald became a member of 
the Civil Air Patrol there. (7^^) He had joined the student aviation 
organization at the age of 15 and attended CAP meetings for an un- 
known period of time, generally believed to have been relatively 
brief. (7^7) In her testimony before the Warren Commission, Mar- 
guerite Oswald stated that her son Lee “joined the Civil Air Patrol” 
at “age 15^/^ or so” and attended CAP meetings with a high school 
classmate, Edward Voebel.(7^S) The Warren Commission Report 
touched only briefly on Oswald’s CAP involvement, noting in ap- 
pendix XIII that, “He was briefly a member of the Civil Air Patrol, 
and considered joining an organization of high school students in- 
terested in astronomy.” (7^5) 

(458) Oswald’s involvement with the CAP in New Orleans became 
the subject of intense controversy, speculation and investigation 
within several days of President Kennedy’s assassination and has 
continued to attract attention since then. The central question has b^n 
whether Oswald may have met and known David W. Ferrie during 
that period. Ferrie was a private investigator and pilot in New Orleans 
who has been widely regarded as one of the more “mysterious” persons 
to figure in the investigation of President Kennedy’s death. Ferrie was 
briefly the subject of investigation by the FBI, New Orleans District 
Attorney’s Office, and Secret Service during the week following the 
President’s murder. (770) Later Ferrie also became subject of the 
controversial investigation by New Orleans District Attorney Jim 
Garrison during 1967-69 that led to an abortive prosecution. This in 
turn led to serious charges against Garrison for the questionable and 
careless nature of his investigation. (777) The brief FBI and Secret 
Service investigations of Ferrie had not focused to any significant 
degree on Ferrie’s background and working associations, while the 
subsequent Garrison investigation focused exclusively on Ferrie’s per- 
sonal associations with Cuban exiles and purported links to the CIA. 
They left largely untouched important aspects of Ferrie’s background, 
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in particular his activities and associations during 1963, at which 
time he was employed by Carlos Marcello’s attorney, G. Wray Gill. 
Ferrie’s investigative work for Marcello had brought him into close 
personal association with the organized crime leader. (77^) 

(459) The allegation that Oswald had been associated with Ferrie — 
and that Ferrie may somehow have been involved with Oswald in the 
President’s murder— was first set forth by a colleague of Ferrie’s in 
New Orleans. (77^) Jack S. Martin, a sometime private investigator 
and friend of Ferrie’s, notified various investigators during the days 
immediately following the assassination that he suspected Ferrie 
may have aided Oswald in the crime. (77J) Martin had known Ferrie 
for over 2 years and had visited him occasionally at the office of Carlos 
Marcello’s attorney, where Ferrie worked as an investigator. (775) 
On November 24, 1963, Martin contacted New Orleans District At- 
torney Herman Kohlman to advise that he suspected Ferrie may have 
known Oswald for some time and that Ferrie, years earlier, may have 
been Oswald’s instructor in the Civil Air Patrol. (775) 

(460) On November 25, Martin was interviewed by FBI Agent Kegis 
Kennedy in New Orleans and provided further information. (777) He 
stated that he had informed several people in the news media of his 
information about Ferrie and Oswald (775) and that he thought he 
had once seen a photograph of Oswald and other CAP members when 
he once visited Ferrie’s home.(77P) Martin stated that he had heard 
on television that Oswald had in fact belonged to the New Orleans 
CAP and thus began to think that Ferrie had probably known 
him. (755) According to the FBI reports of his interview, Martin 
went on to voice other suspicions about Ferrie : 

Martin stated that he observed in Ferrie’s home a number 
of foreign made firearms and it is his opinion that Ferrie 
could have taught Oswald how to purchase a foreign made 
firearm or possibly have purchased the gun that was shown on 
television. He advised that he saw similar type weapons at 
Ferrie’s home when he visited there 2 years ago. (757) 

Martin further informed the FBI that he believed Ferrie was an 
“amateur hypnotist” who may have been capable of hypnotizing Os- 
wald. T 182 ) Further, Ferrie bad once toM him about a young friend 
who had witnessed an alleged “crime against nature” that Ferrie had 
committed, a young man who had left New Orleans “and subsequently 
joined the TT.S. Marine Corps.” (755) Martin stated that when he 
heard on television that Oswald had been a Marine, he began to sus- 
pect that he was the young man Ferrie had referred to.(75J) Martin 
cautioned, however, that this might have only be^n a coincidence. (755) 
Martin further told the FBI of Ferrie’s past history of homosexual 
arrests, (755) stating that “Ferrie is a completely disreputable person, 
a notorious sex deviate with a brilliant mind.”(757) Further, Martin 
“suspected him of being capable of committing any type of 
crime.” ( 755) Martin had concluded by stating : 

* * * that he felt that Ferrie’s possible association with Lee 
Oswald should be the subject of close examination as he per- 
sonally believed that he could be implicated in the killing of 
President John F. Kennedy. (755) 



105 


(461) The introduction of David Ferrie as a “suspect” or target 
of investigation in the Kennedy assassination case was to result in the 
development of a number of areas of information, allegations and 
evidence. The FBI undertook a brief investigation into the question of 
whether Lee Oswald had known Ferrie in the Civil Air Patrol, inter- 
viewing several former CAP members, but did not make any final 
determination. In an interview with FBI agents in New Orleans on 
November 25, 1963, Ferrie denied he had ever had contact with Os- 
wald in the CAP. (7^6?) He said he had served as a commandant of 
the CAP from 1953 to 1955 and that his unit had met at New Orleans 
Lakefront Airport. While his CAP cadets were instructed in 
the use of rifles, he had not participated in that training. {192) Ac- 
cording to the FBI report of his interview, Ferrie “stated that he does 
not know Lee Harvey Oswald and to the best of his knowledge Os- 
wald was never a member of the CAP Squadron in New Orleans dur- 
ing the period he was with the group.” The FBI report con- 
tinued : 

Ferrie said that to the best of his knowledge he does not 
know any individual named Lee Harvey Oswald nor has he 
ever known the individual represented by photograph pre- 
sented to him as that of Lee Harvey Oswald in the CAP, in 
any business connection or in any social capacity * * ♦ 

* * * Ferrie upon viewing the photograph stated that the 
profile view of the photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald has a 
very vague f amiliaritv to him but the full face and full length 
photographs of Oswald are not familiar to him. {191^) 

Ferrie went on to state that he was in fact acquainted with Martin, 
who first made the allegations about Ferrie and Oswald. (155) He had 
known Martin as a private investigator for over 2 years, and that 
Martin had “attempted to insert himself” into Ferrie’s “personal af- 
fairs.” (755) Ferrie further stated that Martin had once been diag- 
nosed as a “paranoid” in the psychiatric ward of a local hospital. {197) 
He had thrown Martin out of the office of Marcello’s attorney earlier 
that year, and Martin resented him for that act. {198) The FBI report 
stated : 

[Ferrie] stated that Martin began visiting him at the of- 
fice of Attorney G. Wray Gill and that Mr. Gill did not want 
Martin hanging around his office. Ferrie claimed that in June 
of 1963 he put Martin out of Mr. Gill’s office in an undiplo- 
matic manner and that since that time Martin has bedeviled 
him in every manner possible. {199) 

(462) The FBI and Secret Service investigation into the possibility 
that Oswald and Ferrie had been associated in the Civil Air Patrol 
came to an end a few days after the allegations wore first reported. A 
Secret Service report concluded that “information furnished by Jack 
^ Martin to the effect that David William Ferrie associated with Lee 
Harvey Oswald at New Orleans and trained Oswald in the use of a 
rifle” was “without foundation.” (^W) It stated further that “Jack S. 
Martin, who has the appearance of being an alcoholic, has the repu- 
tation of furnishing incorrect information to law enforcement officers. 
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attorneys, etc.”(^^i) It also said that on November 26, 1963, the 
FBI had informed the Service that Martin had ^‘admitted to FBI 
agents” that his alleged information about Ferrie and Oswald was 
“a figment of his imagination and that he had made up the story 
after reading the newspapers and watching television.” Actu- 

ally, the FBI had overstated the content of its interview with Martin 
on November 26, wdien they reported it to the Secret Service. 

As noted earlier, Martin himself had cautioned the FBI that he had 
no evidence to support his suspicions and noted that his information 
was just that: suspicions that he thought merited investigation. 

(463) The Secret Service report also stated that Martin, during an 
interview with Secret Service agents, had acknowledged he did not 
have any specific details to back up his suspicions. Martin had 
admitted to being a heavy drinker and stated that he may have exag- 
gerated his information and “told his story as though it was based on 
facts.” (^6^^) The Secret Service report concluded by stating, “In view 
of the above, this phase of the investigation involving William David 
Ferrie will be considered closed.” (^6^) 

(464) On November 28, 1963, in a teletype to the Director and the 
Dallas office, the New Orleans FBI office reported that the investigation 
of Martin’s allegations was being concluded and noted that “all alle- 
gations against Ferrie stem from Jack S. Martin who was previously 
confined to the psychiatric ward of Charity Hospital, New Orleans, for 
a character disorder. Martin is well known to New Orleans office and 
is considered thoroughly unreliable.” (^^?5) The November 28, 1963, 
FBI teletype also set forth additional information obtained during a 
second interview with Ferrie from earlier that day, (^6^5) In it, Ferrie 
had again denied that he had ever had any contact with Oswald. {^ 10 ) 
The I'BI report of the interview noted, however : 

David William Ferrie reinterviewed today and advised at 
time of Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba he was very much em- 
barrassed and concerned over lack of air cover provided and 
severely criticized President Kennedy both in public and 
private. Ferrie stated he has never made any statement that 
President Kennedy should be killed with any intention to do 
so and has never at any time outlined any plan or made any 
statement as to how this could be done or who should do it. 
Ferrie said he is very outspoken and may have used an off- 
hand or colloquial expression, “He ought to be shot,” in ex- 
pressing his feelings concerning Cuban situation * * * 
Ferrie said he has also been critical of any President riding in 
open car and has stated anyone could hide in the bushes and 
shoot a President. { 211 ) 

(465) Two weeks later, Ferrie furnished an additional statement to 
FBI agent Kegis Kennedy of the New Orleans office, (^i^) He dis- 
closed that he had conducted CAP sessions at New Orleans Moisant 
Airport in addition to Lakefront Airport, as he had stated earlier: 
{ 213 ) 

In 1955, or thereabouts, I assisted, for a time, the Moisant 
Squadron of Civil Air Patrol, at Moisant Airport, New Or- 
leans, La., though I cannot establish through personal records 
or recollection the exact dates of this connection, I have no 
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records, or recollection, to my knowledge, to show that Lee 
Harvey Oswald was, or was not, a member of this particular 
unit of the Civil Air Patrol. To my best knowledge and belief 
I do not know Lee Harvey Oswald, and have no personal 
recollection of ever having met him. If I did ever meet him 
it was very casual and to my best recollection have definitely 
not seen him in recent years, 

(466) The committee undertook an extensive examination of Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s involvement in the Civil Air Patrol and sought to 
determine whether Oswald did in fact have any contact with Ferrie 
during that period. The committee believed that the possibility that 
Oswald and Ferrie may have been in contact during that period pre- 
sented significant questions that needed to be resolved. A number of 
areas of information regarding possible associations between Oswald 
and Ferrie in 1963 had been developed by the committee, information 
that the committee believed to be of important evidentiary value. For 
example, the committee developed new information about Ferrie’s 
various activities on behalf of Carlos Marcello in 1963, and his personal 
contact with the Mafia leader during the fall of that year. (^15) 

(467) During the brief investigation in 1963 conducted by the FBI, 
Secret Service, and New Orleans district attorney’s office of allega- 
tions that Oswald might have 'been associated with Ferrie, another 
witness had provided information similar to that of Martin, (^i^) 
Edward Voebel was a former classmate of Oswald’s (^77) who had 
attended the CAP meetings with Oswald. (^7<S) Voebel, whom the 
Warren Commission had established was Oswald’s closest friend 
during his teenage years in New Orleans, (^7P) had attended Beaure- 
gard High School with Oswald and h^ actually been the friend 
who first accompanied Oswald to the CAP meetings. (^^6^) The War- 
ren Commission itself used Voebel’s Commission testimony as a pri- 
mary source of information on Oswald’s adolescent years. (^^7) 

(468) Speaking of Voebel, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald told the Warren 
Commission, “This young man and Lee were very friendly * * * he 
and Lee joined the Civil Air Patrol together * * *. And he often came 
to the house.” (^^^) Oswald’s cousin, Marilyn Murret, further told the 
Commission that Voebel was “the only one” of Oswald’s classmates 
whom he was close to and that Voebel “got him to join the Civil Air 
Patrol, in which he was very interested.” { 223 ) 

(469) On November 25, 1963, at the same time that Martin’s allega- 
tions about Ferrie and Oswald were being investigated, Voebel was 
interviewed by the FBI. (^^4) He stated that he had b^me a close 
friend of Oswald during the period 195^55, and that they used to 
play pool together after school at a poolroom next to Oswald’s home 
in Exchange Alley. (^^5) Oswald seemed to be a typical teenage boy 
during the period of their friendship. Voebel said that reports that 
Oswald was already “studying Communism” were a “lot of baloney” 
{ 226 ) — Oswald commonly read “paperback trash.” (^^7) 

During this first interview with FBI agents, Voebel spoke of his 
involvement in the CAP with Oswald : 

Voebel stated that he and Oswald were members of the 
Civil Air Patrol in New Orleans with Capt. Dave Ferrie 
during the time they were in school. { 228 ) 
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Voebel at this time seemed to indicate clearly that there had prob- 
ably been contact between Ferrie and Oswald in the CAP. He became 
uncertain about such contact during the course of a second interview 
with FBI agents later that same day, November 25, 1963. Then 
he stated that he had persuaded Oswald to attend the meetings of his 
CAP unit at Moisant Airport in \^bb,{230) Oswald had “attended 
two or three drills and possibly four drills at the most.” {231) Voebel 
further stated that it was difficult to recall how often Oswald was at 
the CAP meetings because “Oswald had a knack for being there and 
not being noticed.” (^5^) The CAP unit met once or twice a week 
and included 20 to 25 members, some of whom were girls. (^55) Ac- 
cording to the FBI report of this second interview : 

Voebel stated that he could not recall if Capt. Dave Ferrie 
was commander of the unit at the time Oswald attended meet- 
ings or whether Oswald attended meetings prior to Captain 
Ferrie taking command. 

(470) Voebel stated that Ferrie was commander of his CAP unit 
during part of 1955, but that he could not recall precisely when or 
if it was during the same period that Oswald attended the meetings. 
\235) Voebel recalled that Captain Ferrie was “very intelligent,” re- 
port^ly held several degrees, and was then a pilot for Ea^em Air- 
lines. (^5^) He said that Oswald quit attending the Moisant Airport 
CAP meetings sometime after being enrolled as a member because an- 
other CAP unit (at New Orleans I^kefront Airport) would be closer 
to home. (^57) Voebel further told the FBI that Ferrie had once taken 
his CAP unit on an overnight “bivouac” in which Ferrie had in- 
structed the cadets to bring along rifles for shooting practice. (^*?S) 
Voebel did not believe Oswald had participated in this outing. The 
FBI report noted that Voebel received “a crank-type telephone call” 
during the course of the interview, and had mentioned that he “had 
also been frightened” by a person who came to his home earlier claim- 
ing to be a news reporter. This man disturbed him and had “acted very 
suspicious.” 

(471) An FBI teletype from the New Orleans office to Director J. 
Edgar Hoover on November 26, 1963, summarized that “Voebel was 
unable to recall if Oswald attended meetings under command of Ferrie 
or with previous commander.” (^<?P) 

(472) On November 27, 1963, 5 days after President Kennedy’s 
murder, Voebel was also interviewed by New Orleans Police Depart- 
ment officers. (^-^^9) In a report of this interview, prepared for Maj. 
P. J. Trosclair, Jr., of the department, it was noted that Voebel be- 
lieved Oswald had attended the Moisant CAP meetings for “only * * * 
about 1 month.” (^-^7) During the course of this police interview, how- 
ever, Voebel also stated that while he could not be sure, he thought that 
Oswald may once have attended a party given by Ferrie during their 
involvement with the CAP.(^^^) According to the report: 

Voebel stated that he believed Oswald attended a party 
(not sure) at the home of David Ferrie (captain) right after 
the members of the CAP received their stripes. (^4<^) 

Voebel did not elaborate on this event. (^^^) Two days later, on 
November 29, 1963, in an internal FBI memorandum from Assistant 
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Director Alex Rosen to Associate Director Alan Belmont, Voebel’s 
account of his CAP involvement was again summarized : 

Edward Voebel, on interview, said he had been a member of 
the CAP, New Orleans, for approximately 1 year, 1955-56. 
David William Ferrie took over as commander of the CAP 
unit during this time. Voebel took Oswald to one of the meet- 
ings and stated Oswald attended several meetings, possibly 
four meetings at the most. 

(473) On April 7, 1964, the testimony of Edward Voebel was taken 
by Warren Commission senior counsel Albert Jenner in New Orleans. 

While the Warren Commission had not actively investigated 
the possibility of an association between Oswald and Ferrie, Ferrie’s 
name came up briefly when Voebel was questioned about Oswald’s 
activities with the CAP. {21^7) Voebel recalled that he had first become 
a friend of Oswald’s when he witnessed him being beaten up one day 
after high school. (^^5) Two brothers who had earlier gotten into a 
fistfight with Oswald had sent a friend of theirs to beat him up. (^4^) 
Voebel noted that their school “seemed to draw a lot of bad characters” 
and that “it was almost impossible to go to school without brushing 
against somebody or getting involved in a fight.” In his testi- 
mony, Voebel stated that Oswald had attended “two or three meetings” 
of the CAP and “bought a uniform and everything, and * * * seemed 
to be very interested at the outset.” (^57) 

(456) Toward the end of his testimony, Voebel was asked if he could 
recall who had headed their CAP unit at that time ; 

Mr. Jenner. Who was the majordomo of the CAP unit that 
you attended? 

Mr. Voebel. I think it was Captain Ferrie. I think he was 
there when Lee attended one of these meetings, but I’m not 
sure of that. Now that I think of it, I don’t think Ca^ain 
Ferrie was there at that time, but he might have been. That 
isn’t too clear to me. {252) 

(474) The committee sought to locate Edward Voebel to take his 
testimony, but learned from his father, Sidney Voebel of New Orleans, 
that his son had died in 1971.(^55) Sidney Voebel could not recall 
what his ^n had told him regarding his past contacts with Oswald 
and Ferrie. (^5^) While stating that he doesn’t “have any proof,” 
Voebel said he believed that the circumstances surrounding his son’s 
death were “mysterious.” (^J5) He had “died suddenly from a blood 
clot” at the age of 31 when he suffered an attack of pneumonia. (^5^) 

(475) The committee found that the incomplete and disorderly state 
of the registration and membership records of the New Orleans Civil 
Air Patrol did not permit a clear determination of Oswald and Ferrie’s 
r^pective periods of involvement with the organization. In an inter- 
view with the FBI on November 25, 1963, Alvin Meister, a commander 
of the New Orleans CAP, stated that the CAP cadet files were kept for 
only 1 year after a cadet terminated his service. (^57) In an FBI inter- 
view that same day, a former executive officer of the CAP noted 
another difficulty in trying to reconstruct the membership records from 
the period of time in which Oswald had been involved. (^55) Harold 
Toole, then of the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff’s Office, informed the 
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FBI that “most of the records of the squadron were stolen in late 
1960.” (^55) 

(476) In an FBI interview on November 27, 1963, another CAP 
executive was able to supply partial information regarding Oswald’s 
involvement. Joseph Ehrlicker told FBI agents that while he 
was unable to find a CAP application by Oswald, he was able to locate 
a record indicating that “Oswald was enrolled as a CAP cadet on 
July 27, 1955, at which time he was given Serial No. 084965.” 
Oswald was then enrolled in the cadet squadron at Moisant Airport. 
The records did not indicate when Oswald left the CAP \m\t,{262) 
Also with regard to David Ferrie : 

Ehrlicker was able to determine that Ferrie’s first period 
as Squadron Commander was terminated December 31, 1954. 

He was working at Moisant Airport at this time. It was later 
found out that Ferrie subsequent to this date was working 
with the squadron at Moisant without official connection with 
the CAP. As of late 1955 he was no longer with the squad- 
ron. 

(477) As can be seen from the fragmented CAP membership docu- 
mentation provided by Ehrlicker, Ferrie was involved with the Moi- 
sant CAP unit (in an apparently unofficial capacity) for an uncertain 
period of time tetween December 31, 1954, and “late 1955.” (^^^) The 
same CAP documentation indicated that Oswald had been involved in 
the same CAP unit in the summer of 1955, having officially enrolled on 
July 27, 1955. (^^5) Thus, while the CAP documentation available in 
1963 did not permit a conclusive determination, the records themselves 
lent substantial credence to the possibility that Oswald and Ferrie had 
been involved in the same CAP unit during the same period of time. 

(478) While Ferrie stated during his November 25, 1963, FBI inter- 
view, that he had been a commander of the Lakefront Airport CAP 
unit(^^) it was not until December 10, 1963, when he provided an- 
other statement to the Bureau, that he said he had also worked with 
the Moisant Airport CAP. (^^7) 

(479) During the course of its investigation of Oswald’s involvement 
with the CAP and his possible contact with Ferrie, the committee in- 
terviewed O’Sullivan, a former high school classmate and friend of 
Oswald who had also been involved with Oswald and Voebel in the 
CAP. (^^^) Fred O’Sullivan had originally suggested to Oswald and 
Voebel that they might enjoy attending CAP meetings and asked them 
to participate in his squadron. (^<^^) O’Sullivan’s past involvement 
with Oswald in the CAP unit first came to the attention of the FBI 
on November 25, 1963, when New Orleans Assistant District Attorney 
Herman Kohlman informed FBI Agent Regis Kennedy that “An un- 
known poli^ officer had told the Intelligence Division of the New 
Orleans Police Department that he was in the Civil Air Patrol with Lee 
Harvey Oswald and that Ferrie knew Oswald.” (^76>) Later that day, 
the FBI was able to identify Fred O’Sullivan of the New Orleans 
Police Department Vice Squad as the classmate. (OT) In an interview 
with Bureau agents that day, O’Sullivan stated that he had persuaded 
his classmates, Lee Oswald and Ed Voebel, to attend his CAP squad- 
ron meetings at the New Orleans Lakefront Airport. (27^) Oswald 
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and V^bel had come “to one or two meetings, but did not join.” (27^) 
O’Sullivan stated that Oswald thought the Lakefront CAP location 
was too far away and decided to attend the Moisant Airport CAP 
squadron instead, (^7^) O’Sullivan told the FBI that Ferrie “was 
Squadron Commander” at the “approximate time” that Oswald caine 
to the Lakefront CAP meetings. (^75) He added, however, that he 
“could not say for certain that Oswald ever met Ferrie” at the time. 
{27Sy He further stated that Ferrie himself also su]^scquently began 
working with the other CAP unit at Moisant Airport. (^77) 

(480) In a second FBI interview, on November 26, 1963, O’Sulli- 
van further advised that Ferrie might have had contact with Oswald 
at the Moisant Airport CAP. (27^) According to the FBI report of 
this interview, “Ferrie * * * transferred and assumed command of the 
CAP at Moisant Airport at about the same time O’Sullivan thought 
Oswald might have joined.” (275) O’Sullivan further informed the 
Bureau that he had only recently learned of Ferrie’s homosexual 
background. (2^5) He also noted that Ferrie “had acquired a reputa- 
tion for being able to hypnotize people,” and that he had once hypno* 
tized a man following one of the CAP meetings. {281 ) 

(^81) In an interview with the committee on October 17, 1978, 
O’Sullivan repeated the account of his contacts with Oswald and 
Ferrie that he had provided the FBI in 1963.(252) Now a security di- 
rector for Hilton Hotels, he stated that he could not say with certainty 
that he ever saw Oswald and Ferrie together, although he believed 
they probably did in fact attend the CAP meetings during the same 
period. (255) In an interview on December 15, 1978, O’Sullivan again 
told the committee that while “Ferrie ran the unit then, and Oswald 
came a couple, or a few times,” he could not recall any more specific 
information about the matter. (25^) 

(482) In another interview with the committee on December 9, 
1978, another former CAP member recalled Oswald’s participa- 
tion in the New Orleans unit. Collin Hamer, now an official 
of the New Orleans Public Library, stated that he had attended 
“about ten or twelve meetings” of the CAP unit durine which 
Oswald was also present. (255) Hamer laiew both Oswald and Voebel 
and said that Oswald had begun attending the CAP meetings some- 
time around the summer of 1955.(255) He stated that the 10 or 12 
meetings that Oswald attended were held at the Eastern Airlines 
hangar at Moisant Airport. (257) He further stated that Oswald had 
attended the meeting for roughly 2 months, (255) during which the 
unit usually met twice a week, on Friday nights and Sunday after- 
noons. Hamer commented that he had never been interviewed by the 
FBI following the assassination of President Kennedy. (255) Ac- 
cording to Hamer, David Ferrie had been present during the CAP 
meetings that Oswald attended: “Ferrie was at all the meet- 
ings during the time Lee and I were involved in CAP. He didn’t 
always do the teaching, but he was always there.” (255) Hamer told 
the committee that Oswald “was a real quiet kid” and that Ferrie 
“treated Oswald just like the rest of us. He was just the teacher so to 
speak.” (257) Hamer further stated, “I don’t know anything about 
whether or not Ferrie and Oswald had any contact outside of the CAP. 
All I know is that Oswald was in our imit for about 2 months, and 
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Ferrie ran it during that time.”(^^^) Hamer further recalled that 
Ferrie was “a tough commander” who became irritated if the cadets 
“goofed around at alV^ (^9S) Hamer also recalled calling Oswald’s 
home on one occasion to make sure that Oswald was going to attend 
a CAP meeting. (294) Hamer did not know why Oswald left the CAP 
unit. (^^5) Hamer also told the committee that he was aware that some 
CAP cadets had “hung around” at Ferrie’s house and engaged in out- 
side activities with him. (296) He did not know if Oswald ever had such 
contact with Ferrie, (297) Finally, Hammer said that he, himself, had 
become an adjutant of the CAP unit several years later and “weeded 
out d lot of the old files then,” but did not recall handling any files on 
Oswald. (^5^) 

(483) The committee also interviewed a former commander of the 
Moisant Airport CAP squadron, Mrs. Gladys J)Mrr,{299) Mrs. Durr 
had been interviewed by the FBI on November 25, 1963.(50^) In that 
interview, she advised that she had assumed command of the CAP unit 
in October or December 1955, which would have been several 
months after the CAP records indicated Oswald \^it.{S02) Mrs. Durr 
stated that she did not recall knowing Lee Oswald, but that David 
Ferrie had been “expelled” from the CAP squadron “at about the time” 
she joined \t.{303) While Mrs. Durr became commander of the squad- 
ron subsequent to the time when Oswald was a member, her recollec- 
tion that Ferrie was still active in the unit until late 1955 would 
indicate that he probably was in fact with the unit during the period 
that Lee Oswald was in it. The available records indicate that Oswald 
was enrolled as a cadet on July 27, Vdbb^{304) and his CAP col- 
leagues generally recalled him being active in the unit for a couple of 
months. Thus, with Ferrie’s lengthy involvement in the CAP ending 
(temporarily) in late 1955, according to Commander Durr, the likeli- 
hood of Ferrie’s service with the CAP unit during Oswald’s member- 
ship in the summer of 1955 seems logical. 

(484) In her committee interview, Mrs. Durr stated that while she 
did not know Oswald, she could recall other cadets remembering that 
he attended the meetings. (Jt?5) She further recalled that Ferrie had 
originally conducted CAP classes at New Orleans Lakefront Airport, 
but had then begun teaching at Moisant Airport where she was com- 
mander. (J^?^) She said Ferrie was a magnetic and intelligent man 
who had a strong following among the cadets. (J6^7) He also had a 
reputation for having bad moral character, and on one occasion some 
CAP cadets had become drunk at his home and engaged in various 
activities in the nude.(J6?5) Mrs. Durr stated that such incidents were 
what led to Ferrie hMeing expelled from that particular CAP unit. {309) 

(485) The committee interviewed another former commander of the 
New Orleans CAP, John Irion, active with the group from 1955 to 
1959, (Jf{?) Irion, a management and public relations consultant, 
worked closely with Ferrie during their years with the CAP.(Jii) 
The two were personal friends for over 10 years, and Irion once testi- 
fied on Ferrie’s behalf during a legal proceeding against him.(JiS) 
Irion, Ferrie, and the mayor of New Orleans were once photographed 
together, a CAP photograph later published by the New Orleans 
Times Picayune, (if J) Irion recalled that Ferrie was a “dynamic” 
leader known for his intelligence. (Jf^) He recalled being introduced 
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by Ferrie to Carlos Marcello’s attorney, G. Wray Gill, on more than 
one occasion. Irion told the committee that he recalled Lee 

Oswald going through “basic training” with the CAP during the 
period in which he and Ferrie were with the New Orleans squadron, 
but he could not recall any specific personal contact between Oswald 
and Ferrie. {816^ He believed that contact was highly probable during 
that period. {Sll) Irion stated that he did not recall Oswald continuing 
with the CAP for a significant length of time following his participa- 
tion in the unit’s “basic training.” Irion said he was never ques- 
tioned by the FBI during the investigation of President Kennedy’s 
death. (819) 

(486) The committee was able to locate and interview Anthony 
Atzenhoffer, who had served as the platoon sergeant for the Moisant 
Airport CAP squadron in late 1954 and 1955. Atzenhoffer re- 
called helping coordinate the small CAP unit at Moisant and noted 
that his duties had included calling the roll at meetings and handling 
registration matters, He told the committee that Ferrie was an 
instructor at the Moisant CAP meetings during this period. Fer- 
rie had taken him on his first airplane flight and kept his small private 
plane in a hangar at the Moisant Airport, Atzenhoffer recalled 
attending a party with Ferrie and other CAP cadets during that 
period; the party may have been at Ferrie’s house. (,5^^) He also re- 
called that Ferrie once tried to recruit his CAP cadets in the squadron 
to participate in some kind of medical experiment. Additionally, 
Atzenhoffer told the committee that Oswald was active in the CAP 
unit during the period. (-5^^) He recalled Oswald’s membership in the 
squadron and described him as being a quiet young man. (827) He 
could not, however, remember any specific details regarding Oswald’s 
participation in the unit or specific contact between Oswald and Fer- 
rie, although he believed both were involved in the CAP unit at the 
same t\me.{828) Atzenhoffer stated: “I can’t recall seeing the two of 
them together. I don’t have that detailed of a memory. But I’m sure 
they were there together at the same time.”(.?^/?) Atzenhoffer said that 
he could not recall any more specific information and added : “I can’t 
say that I know anything about Ferrie and Oswald being together any- 
where else, except at the CAP meetings.” 

(487) The committee also interviewed George Boesch, another for- 
mer CAP member in New Orleans who worked with Ferrie during 
that period. Boesch, now a member of the New Orleans Fire De- 
partment, had worked with Ferrie in the New Orleans Lakefront Air- 
port squadron of the CAP. {882) He once accompanied Ferrie to a 
national competition match of the CAP and had traveled with him 
elsewhere. (.^<f <5) He, too, recalled Ferrie as highly intelligent and of 
good moral character, a man devoted to teaching flying to young 
men.{88Ji.) Boesch told the committee that he accompanied Ferrie when 
Ferrie left the Lakefront squadron and b^an teaching the CAP 
squadron at Moisant Airport. (^-?J) He and Ferrie helped reorganize 
the Moisant CAP program, which by then also included female 
cadets. (^«?^) Boesch also remembered Lee Oswald attending the CAP 
meetings at Moisant during the period when he and Ferrie were 
there. {887) He could recall Oswald being there for 2 to 3 months while 
Ferrie was the instructor. {888) Boesch stated that there were usually 
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not more than 15 cadets at these CAP meetings and that Oswald was 
relatively quiet. Boesch did not recall anything in particular 

about the relationship between Oswald and Feme, anything unusual; 
he did not know of any other contact between them,(^4£?) Boesoh 
stated that he was not familiar with Ferrie’s personal life and was 
unaware of his activities outside the CAP. 

(488) The committee also interviewed Jerry Paradis, the former 
recruit instructor of the New Orleans Lakefront CAP unit.(J4^) In 
confirming that Oswald had attended the Lakefront squadron meet- 
ings (in addition to the Moisant CAP meetings), Paradis corrobo- 
rated the accounts of other Oswald colleagues in the CAP. {S43) Para- 
dis, now a corporate attorney, told the committee that Oswald at- 
tended the Lakefront CAP meetings for several weeks or several 
months. (J-^-^) During the period that he had served as recruit in- 
structor, Paradis could recall that Oswald came to “at least 10 or 15 
meetings,” attending the CAP sessions “quite a few times.” (5^5) 
Oswald was a quiet person and rarely discussed anything with him 
other than CAP business and instructions. (5^) 

(489) Interestingly, when Ferrie was interviewed by FBI agents 
on November 25, 1963, in the aftermath of President Kennedy’s 
murder, he recommended Paradis as a CAP member who would be 
able to verify whether Oswald had ever been involved in the CAP 
unit headed by Ferrie. (J^T') Ferrie told the FBI agents that he had 
never known Oswald and that other witnesses could confirm that 
Oswald had never attended CAP meetings during the period that 
Ferrie was active with the group. ( According to the report of his 
FBI interview, Ferrie stated that “auring the period he was com- 
mander of the squadron, Jerry C. Paradis was t^ recrmt instructor 
and took all the squadron recruits through their training.” {SIfi) 
Ferrie supplied the Bureau with the home and business addresses of 
Paradis, so as to aid the agents in interviewing him. (550) 

(490) In his interview with the committee on December 15, 1978, 
Paradis stated that he had never been contacted or interviewed by 
the FBI about his past involvement in the CAP with Oswald and 
Ferrie. (55i) He also stated that no other investigators had ever 
interviewed him. {S52) Paradis told the committee that Oswald had 
attended numerous CAP meetings at which Ferrie had been the in- 
structor. (555) Ferrie “was always there” during the period in which 
Oswald attended the Lakefront squadron. Paradis repeated that he 
believed there were “at least 10 or 15 meetings” during which Oswald 
and Ferrie were present. (55.^) He told the committee, “Oswald and 
Ferrie were in the imit together. I know they were there because 
I was there.” (555) Further, “I specifically remember Oswald. I can 
remember him clearly, and Ferrie was heading the unit then. I’m 
not saying that they may have been there together, I’m saying it is 
a certainty.” (555) Paradis noted that he and Ferrie were good mends 
and he had always respected Ferrie, even though Ferrie was some- 
what “unusual.” (557) Paradis stated that he had no knowledge of 
any relationship between Oswald and Ferrie outside of the CAP 
meetings and did not recall anything unusual about their contact at 
the meetings. (555) He recalled that Ferrie was a “fairly stern, but 
generally likable” instructor. (555) Paradis also stated that Ferrie and 
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others from the Lakefront CAP unit sometimes participated in the 
Moisant CAP squadron meetings and that Ferrie later left the Lake- 
front unit to instruct at Moisant full-time. ( 360 ) Paradis re- 
called that he had been surprised that he was not interviewed 
by the FBI following the President’s assassination, stating, “I 
sure could have told them when Oswald and Ferrie were in the CAP. 
I could have given them what they wanted.” ( 861 ) Paradis further told 
the committee that he did not believe the personal contact between 
Ferrie and Oswald “mean[t] anything really,” and that he never be- 
lieved that Ferrie “was a bad guy or anything like that.” (5^^) 

KABOUERITB OSWALD AND SAM TERMING 

(491) In examining the back^ound of Oswald and members of his 
family, the committee received an account of Marguerite Oswald’s 
relationship with another New Orleans figure who may have been con- 
nected to Carlos Marcello. The committee first learned of the informa- 
tion in late January 1977, but did not confirm the main elements until 
late 1978. In January, the committee had been informed that a busi- 
nessman in the southwestern part of the country reportedly had some 
information pertaining to a friendship between Marguerite Oswald 
and Sam Termine, a Louisiana crime figure who had served as a “body- 
guard” and chauffeur for Carlos Marcello. ( 863 ) The businessman and 
his wife had attended a social gathering during a recent year at which 
Mrs. Oswald and Termine had openly discussed their long-time friend- 
ship, New Orleans background, and mutual friends. 

(492) In August 1978, the committee learned additional details from 
an interview with the businessman and his wife, who stated that they 
did not wish their names to be used and that they believed their story 
could be confirmed through other sources. (J^5) They informed the 
committee that they had been personal friends of Mrs. Oswald’s for 
some time and that she had stayed at their home in the past. ( 366 ) They 
had introduced her to various friends of theirs in an effort to “let her 
know that people cared about her, regardless of what happened in 
1963.” (J^7) It was during this same period, sometime in 1969 or 1970, 
according to their account, that the businessman had become ac- 
quainted with Sam Termine in Waco, Tex., where the businessman 
occasionally traveled on business. (J^<?) He stated that Termine (some- 
times spelled Termini or Turmani) and he had become fairly close 
friends during that period and had discussed various business mat- 
ters. (J^^ The businessman stated that Sam Termine was then operat- 
ing the Executive Club in Waco and was generally well known as a 
former New Orleans underworld figure associated with Carlos Mar- 
cello. (J7^?) Termine had spoken of serving as a Marcello chauffeur and 
bodyguard while he was actually on the State payroll, in the Louisiana 
State Police, an ofiicial position in which Termine had received a gold 
star award for long-time service. ( 371 ) 

(493) The businessman and his wife told the committee that at some 
point, they believe late 1969 or early 1970, they attended a Saturday 
social gathering in Waco, Tex., at Sam Termine’s Executive 
Club.(J7S) They had invited their houseguest. Marguerite Oswald, to 
go with them, which she did. ( 373 ) She went with them incognito, using 
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a different last name so as to avoid discomfiting attention. (57^) 
Upon arriving at the Executive Club the businessman and his wife 
and Mrs. Oswald went to a small table where they ordered drinks and 
talked for a few minutes. At that point Sam Termine walked 
up to the table to greet them, spotted Marguerite Oswald and said 
to her in a friendly manner. “I Imow you,” to which Mrs. Oswald re- 
plied, “And I know you, too.” (S76) The businessman and his wife told 
the committee that it immediately became evident Sam Termine and 
Marguerite Oswald were friends, having known each other in New 
Orleans for many years. (577) After Termine joined them at their 
table, the businessman and his wife recalled that Mrs. Oswald and 
Termine related numerous stories about their past association and 
mutual friends. (S78) 

(494) The businessman and his wife stated that they were quite sur- 
prised that Termine had known Mrs. Oswald because of his well- 
known reputation as a crime figure, (575) During the course of the 
evening, the businessman and Ks wife recalled that Termine spoke 
extensively of his friendship with Marguerite Oswald’s late brother- 
in-law^ Charles “Dutz” Murret, of Munet’s role in the underworld 
gambling activities in New Orleans, his close association with racke- 
teer Sam Saia, and the various locations from which he had 
operated. (S80) While the businessman and his wife did not recall that 
Termine and Mrs. Oswald spoke of her son Lee during the evening, 
they did remember Termine speaking of “Dutz” Murret’s children and 
other family members. (55i) They also recalled that he mentioned that 
Carlos Marcello had a number of other associates in Waco, Tex., in 
addition to himself. (S82) Termine also told them he believed that 
“Carlos is legit now. He’s not involved in much anymore. He’s been out 
of narcotics for years.” (555) Finally the businessman and his wife told 
the committee that they did not know if Mrs. Oswald and Termine met 
on any subsequent occasion, though the two had indicated he would 
keep in touch. (55^) Termine died in March of 1976, at the age of 62. 
(555) According to the businessman, prior to his death Termine had 
personally introduced him to Carlos Marcello when the businessman 
was in New Orleans on business. (555) Termine’s close relationship 
with the Mafia leader “was very apparent” from their conversation at 
the time. (557) 

(495) It was in large part from this information that the committee 
was subsequently able to confirm and document “Dutz” Murret’s little 
known involvement in underworld gambling in New Orleans. Addi- 
tionally, the businessman and his wife provided other significant and 
reliable information to the committee on other occasions. 

(496) The New Orleans Crime Commission reported that Termine 
engaged in a number of illicit activities during his association with 
the Marcello organization. (555) He had been involved in various 
syndicate gambling and prostitution activities, as well as in the 
operation of a motel used for underworld activities that was ^ally 
shut down by State authorities. (555) During his years in New Orleans 
and in Waco, Tex., Termine was closely associate with a number of 
the members of the Marcello Mafia family. (555) 

(497) In a committee interview on October 30, 1978, Marguerite 
Oswald declined to discuss Termine. (55i) Wlien asked if she knew 
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him, she mentioned the name of the southwestern businessman’s wife 
and asked, “Did [she] tell you about that?”(,^^^) Mrs. Oswald there- 
upon stated that she would not discuss Termine or anyone else, saying 
she believed the committee was engaged in a “cover-up.” In a 
brief interview on November 30, 1978, Mrs. Oswald was again asked 
about Termine. (5^-4) She stated that she may have known him, but 
had no specific information about him.(*^^5) She again declin^ to 
discuss further her background or any other aspects of the ceLse,{S96) 


Submitted by : 


G. Kobert Blakey, 
Chief Counsel and Staff Director. 
Gary T. Cornwell, 
Deputy Chief Counsel. 
Mjchael Ewing, 


Researcher. 


BEFEKENCES 


(1) Testimony of Mrs. LilUan Mnrret, Apr. 6, 1964, Hearings before the Presi- 
dent’s Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy (Washington, 
D.C. : U.S. Government Printing Office, 1964), vol. 8, pp. 117-132 (hereinafter 
8 Warren Commission Hearings, 117-132). 

(2) Testimony of Mrs. Marguerite Oswald, Feb. 10, 1964, I Warren Commis- 
sion Hearings, 196-201. 

(3) Id. at p. 197. 

(4) Ibid. 

(5) Ibid. 

(6) Interview of Aaron M. Kohn, Aug. 14, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

(7) Ibid. 

(8) Ibid. 

(9) Ibid. 

(10) “The Assassination of President Kennedy,” Metropolitan Crime Commis- 
sion of New Orleans, Nov. 26, 1963, p. 5. 

(11) See ref. 2, pp. 227^0. 

(12) Testimony of Marilyn Murret, Apr. 6, 1964, 8 Warren Commission Hear- 
ings, 178. 

(13) See ref. 1, p. 132. 

(U) Ibid. 

(15) Id. at p. 124. 

(16) See ref. 6. 

(17) Testimony of Edward Voebel, Apr. 7, 1964, 8 Warren Commission Hear- 
ings, 9-10. 

(18) Ibid. 

(19) Ibid. 

(20) See ref. 1, p. 154. 

(21) Testimony of Mrs. Charles Murret, Apr, 6, 1964, 8 Warren Commission 
Hearings, 91-151. 

(22) Id. at pp. 91-92. 

(23) Id. at pp. 106-108. 

(24) Id. at pp. 120-124. 

(25) Ibid. 

(26) Id. atp. 125. 

(27) FBI report, Dec. 2, 1963, “Lee Harvey Oswald,” New Orleans office to 
headquarters, interview of Mrs. Charles Murret. 

(28) Ibid. 

(29) See ref. 21, pp. 133-36. 

(39) Id. at pp. 139-43. 

(31) Id. at pp. 149-46. 

(32) FBI report, Dec. 3, 1963, New Orleans office, interview with Charles 
Murret ; see ref. 21, pp. 147-49. 

(33) FBI report, Nov. 30, 1963, Beaumont, Tex. office, inteiwiew with Mrs. 
Joyce Murret O’Brien ; see ref. 21, pp. 145-46. 



118 


{3J!t) FBI report, Nov. 30, 1964, Lee Harvey Oswald file, interview with John 
Pic. 

{35) Ibid. 

(3^) Interview of Mrs. Marguerite Oswald, Oct. 30, 1978, House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations. 

(37) Ibid. 

(38) Jean Stafford, “A Mother In History” (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1965), 

pp. 88^. 

(39) Ibid. 

{IfO) Testimony of Charles Murret, Apr. 7, 1964, 8 Warren Commission Hear- 
ings, 180-88. 

W) Id. at pp. 180-82. 

\\2) See ref. 21, p. 99. 

(43) See ref. 12, p. 156. 

{44) Deposition of Mrs. Charles Murret, Nov. 6, 1978, House Select Committee 
on Assassinations, pp. 8-9. 

{45) Ibid. 

(46) Deposition of Eugene Murret, Nov. 7, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, pp. 10-11. 

(47) Ibid. 

(48) Deposition of Marilyn Murret, Nov. 7, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, p. 3. 

(49) See ref. 36. 

{50) FBI report, Nov. 3, 1965, New Orleans oflSce, “Sam Sala,” Bureau No. 
16^1^7 ; FBI report, Dec. 16, 1961, New Orleans SAC to Director, “Sam Saia” ; 
New Orleans Police Department Intelligence Unit Report on Salvatore Amarena 
(aka Paxton), Jan. 17, 1964; Metropolitan Crime Commission of New Orleans 
Report on Major Joseph DePaoli of the New Orleans Police Department and 
Sam Saia, Aug. 24, 1955 ; deposition of Aaron Kohn, New Orleans Crime Com- 
mission, Nov. 7, 1978, House Select Committee on Assassinations, pp. 10-11, 49, 
and 53. 

{51) Deposition of Aaron Kohn, Nov. 7, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, p. 49. 

{52) Id. at p. 10. 

{53) FBI report, Nov. 3, 1965, New Orleans office, “Sam Saia,” Bureau No. 
162-1347. 

(54) Ibid. 

(55) Ibid. 

(58) FBI report, May 28, 1962, New Orleans office, report by Agent Regis Ken- 
nedy, “Sam Saia.” 

(57) Metropolitan Crime Commission of New Orleans Report on Major Jo- 
seph DePaoli of the New Orleans Police Department and Sam Saia, Aug. 24, 1955, 

(58) Id. at pp. 7-10. 

(59) See ref. 59, pp. 10-11. 

{60) See ref. 44, p. 9. 

{61) Ibid. 

{62) See ref . 46, p. 11. 

{63) See ref. 44, p. 15. 

(84) Id. at p. 16. 

(85) Ibid. 

(88) FBI report, May 6, 1944, New Orleans office, “Re: Crime Survey,” Bu- 
reau No. 62-75147-33. 

(87) Ibid. 

(88) Ibid. 

(89) Ibid. 

(79) Ibid. 

(71) Ibid. 

(72) See ref. 44, p. 9, and ref 46, p. 11, 

(73) Id. at p. 181. 

(74) See ref. 40, p. 180. 

(75) See ref. 44, p. 8. 

(78) New Orleans Times Picayune, Oct. 13, 1964, “Death Claims Sports Fig- 
ure,”; Staff Summary of Review of Metropolitan Crime Commission of New 
Orleans Files, Nov. 8, 1978, House Select Committee on Assassination. 

(77) Ibid. 



119 


(78) Metropolitan Crime Commission of New Orleans Report on Major Joseph 
DePaoli of the New Orleans Police Department and Sam Saia, Aug. 24. 1955. 

(79) Id. at p. 6. 

(89) Ibid. 

{81) See ref. 46, pp. 10-11. 

(81?) Ibid. 

(88) Id. at p. 12. 

(84) See ref. 51, p. 49. 

(85) Id. at p. 53. 

(88) Ibid. 

(87) “Organized Crime in Interstate Commerce,** Hearings before the Select 
Committee to Investigate Organized Crime in Interstate Commerce, U.S. Senate, 
82d Congress, 1st Sess. (Washington, D.C. : U.S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, 1952), pp. 77-90; Hearings before the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations, Aug. 30, 1961, 87th Congress, 1st Sess, (Washington, D.C. : U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1962) ; and ref. 51, p. 53, 

(88) Deposition of Emile Bruneau, Nov. 6, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, pp. 22-23. 

(89) Interview of Mrs. Marina Oswald Porter, Dec. 4, 1978, House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations. 

(99) Priscilla Johnson McMillan, “Marina and Lee** (Bantam Books Edition, 
1977) p. 412. 

(91) Interview of Marina Oswald Porter, Dec. 4, 1978, House Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

(92) Ibid. 

(93) Ibid. 

(94) Ibid. 

(95) See ref. 36. 

(98) Ibid. 

(97) Ibid. 

(98) Ibid. 

(99) See ref. 36. 

(100) Ibid. 

(101) Ibid. 

(102) See ref. 2, pp. 197-98. 

(lOS) Id. at p. 197. 

(104) Ibid. 

(105) Ibid. 

(106) Ibid. 

(i97) Ibid. 

(108) Ibid. 

(109) Interview of Aaron M. Kohn, Dec. 2, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

(110) Ibid. 

(111) Ibid. 

(112) Ibid. 

(113) Ibid. 

(114) Ibid. 

(115) Ibid. 

(116) Ibid. 

(117) Ibid. 

(118) Ibid. 

(119) Ibid. 

(120) Ibid. 

(121) Ibid. 

(122) See ref. 2, pp. 197-98. 

(123) Ibid. 

(124) Ibid. 

(125) Ibid. 

(126) Ibid. 

(127) Id. at 199. 

(128) See ref. 109. 

(129) Ibid. 

(130) Ibid. 

(131) Ibid. 



120 


{1S2) See ref. 2, pp. 198, 233 ; and ref. 1, pp. 119, 124-25, 127. 

{1S3) Ibid. 

{m) See ref. 1, p. 119. 

{1S5) Id. atp. 124. 

{136) Id. at p. 127. 

{131) See ref. 2, p. 198. 

{138) Id. at p. 233. 

{139) See ref. 1, pp. 119, 124-25, 127 ; and ref. 2, pp. 198, 233. 

{HO) See ref. 109. 

{HI) Ibid. 

{H2) Ibid. 

{H3) Interview of Frank DiBenedetto, Nov, 16, 1978, House Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

{IH) Ibid. 

{H5) Ibid. 

{H^) Ibid. 

(J.^7) FBI report, Nov. 26, 1963, David W. Ferric file, Bureau No. 62-109060- 
1668, New Orleans SAC to Director, “Assassination of President John F. Ken- 
nedy’' ; and see ref. 143, interview of Frank DiBenedetto, Nov. 16, 1978. 

{H8) Ibid., DiBenedetto interview. 

{11^9) See ref. 1, pp, 93-94. 

{150) Id. atp. 94. 

il51) Ibid. 

{152) See ref. 109. 

{153) Ibid. 

{m) Ibid. 

{155) Ibid. 

{156) Ibid. 

{151) Ibid. 

{158) Ibid, ^ 

(159) Ibid. * 

(160) Ibid. 

{161) Interview of Lillian Murret, Nov. 24, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

{162) Interview with Marguerita Oswald, Nov. 30, 1978, House Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations. 

{163) Ibid. 

{m) Ibid. 

{165) Ibid. 

{166) Report of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy (Washington, D.C. : U.S. Government Printing Office, 1964), p. 679 
(hereinafter cited as Warren Report; FBI report, Nov. 27, 1963, interview of 
Joseph Ehrlicker, “David W. Ferrie” file. 

{161) FBI report, Nov. 27, 1963, interview of Joseph Ehrlicker, “David W. 
Ferrie” file. 

(J88) See ref 2, p. 199. 

{169) Warren Report, p. 679. 

{110) FBI interview of David W. Ferrie, Nov. 26, 1963, Warren Commission 
Document 75; FBI airtel, from New Orleans to Director and Dallas, Nov. 26, 
1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{Ill) New York Times and New Orleans Times Picayune coverage of New Or- 
leans District Attorney Jim Garrison’s investigation of the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, February 1967-March 1969 ; Jim Garrison, “A Heritage Of Stone,” Putnam, 
1970). 

{112) FBI interview of David W. Ferrie, Nov. 26, 1963, Warren Commission 
Document 75; immunized testimony of Carlos Marcello, Jan. 11, 1978, House 
Select Committee on Assassinations, pp. 64-65, 67-70. 

{113) FBI interview of Jack S. Martin, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{114) Ibid. 

(175) FBI interview of David W. Ferrie, Nov. 26, 1963, Warren Commission 
Document 75 ; FBI interview of Jack S. Martin, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie 
file. 

(178) Ibid. 

(177) Ibid. 

(178) Ibid. 



121 


{119) FBI Interview of Jack S. Martin, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 
{180) Ibid. 

{181) Ibid. 

{182) Ibid. 

(J83) Ibid. 

(J8^) Ibid. 

(J85) Ibid. 

{186) Ibid. 

(J87) Ibid. 

(J88) Ibid. 

{189) Ibid. 

{190) FBI interview of David W. Ferrie, Nov. 26, 1963, Warren Commission 
Document 75. 

{191) Ibid. 

{192) Ibid. 

{19S) Ibid. 

{19Jl^) Ibid. 

{195) Ibid. 

{196) Ibid. 

{191) Ibid. 

{198) Ibid. 

{199) Ibid. 

{200) Secret Service report, Dec. 13, 1963, New Orleans ofllce, Agent Anthony 
Gerrets, Warren Commission Document 87. 

{201) Ibid. 

{202) Ibid. 

{20S) Ibid. 

{204) FBI interview of Jack S. Martin, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{205) Secret Service report, Dec. 13, 1963, New Orleans office. Agent Anthony 
Gerrets, Warren Commission Document 87. 

{206) Ibid. 

{201) Ibid. 

{208) FBI airtel from New Orleans to Director and Dallas office, Nov. 28, 1963, 
David W. Ferrie file. 

{209) Ibid. 

{210) Ibid. 

{211) Ibid. 

{212) FBI statement of David W. Ferrie, Dec. 10, 1963, Agent Regis Kennedy, 
David W. Ferrie file. 

{213) Ibid. 

{ 214 ) rbifi. 

{215) See ref. 172, Marcello testimony, i^. 63-70. 

{216) FBI interview of Edward Voebel, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 
{211) Ibid. 

{218) Ibid. 

{219) Warren report, p. 679 ; see ref. 17, pp. 1-15. 

{220) FBI interview of Edward Voebel, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file; 
Warren report, p. 679. 

{221 ) See ref. 17, pp. 1-15 ; and Warren report, p. 679. 

{222) See ref. 2, p. 199. 

{223) See ref. 12, p. 161. 

{224) FBI interview of Edward Voebel, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{225) Ibid. 

{226) Ibid. 

{221) Ibid. 

{228) Ibid. 

{229) FBI reinterview of Edward Voebel, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 
{230) Ibid. 

{231) Ibid. 

{232) Ibid. 

{233) Ibid. 

{234) Ibid. 

{235) Ibid. 

{236) Ibid. 

(237) Ibid. 

(238) Ibid. 


44-105 0 - 79-9 



122 


(239) FBI airtel from New Orleans to Director, Nov. 26, 1963, David W, Ferrie 
file. 

(240) New Orleans Police Department report, Nov. 27, 1963, “Interoflice Cor- 
respondence,” report of Sergeant H. Austin and Detective R, Frey on interview 
with Edward Voebel. 

( 241 ) Ibid. 

(242) Ibid. 

(243) Ibid. 

(244) Ibid. 

( 245 ) FBI memorandum, Nov. 29, 1963, Alex Rosen to Alan Belmont, David W. 
Ferrie file. 

( 246 ) See ref. 17, pp. 1-15. 

(24'^') Id. at p. 14. 

(248) Id. at pp. 2-n3. 

(249) Ibid. 

(250) Id. atp. 5. 

(251 ) Id. at p. 14. 

(252) luid. 

(253) Interview of Sidney Voebel, Oct. 24, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

(254) Ibid. 

(255) Ibid. 

(256) Ibid. 

(257) FBI interview of Alvin Meister, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

(258) FBI interview of Harold Toole, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

(259) Ibid. 

(260) FBI interview of Joseph Bhrlicker, Nov. 27, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

(261) Ibid. 

(262) Ibid. 

(263) Ibid. 

(264) Ibid. 

(265) Ibid, 

(266) FBI interview of David Ferrie, Nov. 26, 1963 report, David W. Ferrie 
file ; Warren Commission Document 75. 

(257) FBI statement of David Ferrie, Dec. 10, 1963, Agent Regis Kennedy, 
David W. Ferrie file. 

(268) Interviews of Fred O’Sullivan, Oct. 17, 1978 and Dec. 15, 1978, House 
Select Committee on Assassinations. 

(269) Ibid. 

(210) FBI memorandum of Nov. 25, 1963, Agent Regis Kennedy, David W. 
Ferrie file. 

(27/ > PBT interview of Fred O’Sullivan, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 
(272) Ibid. 

(275) Ibid. 

(27^) Ibid. 

(275) Ibid. 

(275) Ibid. 

(277) Ibid. 

(278) FBI interview of Fred O’Sullivan, Nov. 26, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

(279) Ibid. 

(285) Ibid. 

(2S1) Ibid. 

(282) Interview of Fred O’Sullivan, Oct. 17, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 


(283) Ibid. 

(284) Interview of Fred O’Sullivan, Dec. 15, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

(285) Interview of Collin Hamer, Dec. 9, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

(285) n>id. 

(287) Ibid. 

(288) Ibid. 

(28.9) Ibid. 

(290) Ibid. 

(291) Ibid. 

(292) Ibid. 



123 


( 293 ) Ibid. 

( 294 ) Ibid. 

(295) Ibid. 

( 296 ) Ibid. 

(297) Ibid. 

(298) Ibid. 

(299) Interview of Mrs. Giadys Durr, Sept. 29, 1978, House Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

( 300 ) FBI interview of Mrs. Gladys Durr, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrle file. 
{ 301 ) Ibid. 

( 302 ) FBI interview of Joseph Ehrlicker, Nov. 27, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{ 303 ) FBI interview of Mrs. Gladys Durr, Nov. 25, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{ 304 ) FBI interview of Joseph Ehrhcker, Nov. 27, 1963, David W. Ferrie file. 

{ 305 ) See ref. 140. 

{ 306 ) Ibid. 

{ 307 ) Ibid. 

(308) Ibid. 

{ 309 ) Ibid. 

{ 310 ) Interview of John Irion, Oct. 18, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

{ 311 ) Ibid. 

{ 312 ) Ibid. 

(3J3) New Orleans Times Picayune, May 30, 1968; see ref. 310. 

{ 314 ) Ibid., Irion interview. 

{ 315 ) Ibid. 

{ 316 ) Ibid. 

{ 317 ) Ibid. 

{ 318 ) Ibid. 

{ 319 ) Ibid. 

(320) Interview of Anthony Atzenhoffer, Oct. 16, 1978, House Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

{ 321 ) Ibid. 

{ 322 ) Ibid. 

(323) Ibid. 

{ 324 ) Ibid. 

(325) Ibid. 

{ 326 ) Ibid. 

(327) Ibid. 

(328) Ibid. 

(320) See ref. 320. 

(330) Ibid. 

{ 331 ) Interview of George Boesch, Oct. 5, 1978, House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

(332) Ibid. 

(333) Ibid. 

(33^) Ibid. 

(335) Ibid. 

(330) Ibid. 

(337) Ibid. 

(338) Ibid. 

(330) Ibid. 

{ 340 ) Ibid. 

{ 341 ) Ibid. 

{ 342 ) Interview of Jerry C. Paradis, Dec. 15, 1978, House Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

(3^3) Ibid. 

{ 344 ) Ibid. 

{ 345 ) Ibid. 

{ 346 ) Ibid. 

(3^7) FBI interview of David Ferrie, Nov. 26, 1963, David W. Ferrie file, War- 
ren Commission Document 75. 

(3^8) Ibid. 

{ 349 ) Ibid. 

(350) rbld. 

{ 351 ) See ref. 342. 



124 


( 352 ) Ibid. 

{ 353 ) Ibid. 

{ 354 ) Ibid. 

{ 355 ) Ibid. 

{ 356 ) Ibid. 

(557) Ibid. 

{ 358 ) Ibid. 

{ 359 ) Ibid. 

{ 360 ) Ibid. 

{ 361 ) Ibid. 

{ 362 ) Ibid. 

(555) Staff memorandum on Sam Turmanl (aka Termine ) , Jan. 27, 1979, House 
Select Committee on Assassinations. 

{ 364 ) Ibid. 

(555) Interview of southwestern businessman and wife, Aug. 8, 1978, House 
Select Committee on Assassinations. 

(555) Ihid. 

(557) Ibid. 

( 368 ) Ibid. 

(559) Ibid. 

(575) Ibid. 

(57J) Ibid. 

(57^) Ibid. 

(575) Ibid. 

{ 374 ) Ibid. 

(575) Ibid. 

(575) Ibid. 

(577) Ibid. 

(578) Ibid. 

(579) Ibid. 

(585) Ibid. 

(58J) Ibid. 

( 382 ) Ibid. 

(585) Ibid. 

( 384 ) Ibid. 

(585) Ibid. 

(585) Ibid. 

(587) Ibid. 

{ 388 ) See ref. 109. 

(589) Ibid. 

{ 390 ) Ibid. 

(59J) See ref. 36. 

(59^) Ibid. 

( 393 ) Ibid. 

(59.^) See ref. 36. 

( 395 ) Ibid. 

(595) Ibid. 



V. POSSIBLE ASSOCIATIONS BETWEEN JACK RUBY 
AND ORGANIZED CRIME 

CONTBNTS 


Paragraph 


A. The shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald : Relationship with the Dallas Police 

Department * 

Ruby's friendships with police officers — — — — — 

Ruby and Officer Tipple 

Possible police department favors 

Sunday, November 24, 1963 — 

B. Organized crime's move to Dallas, 1947 — — - — 

The bribery attempt 

Ruby's alleged Involvement — 

Treatment by the Warren Commission — 

Treatment by the committee - — — — - 

C. Ruby’s activities involving Cuba — 

Trips to Cuba 

Statements by Ruby — 

FBI and Secret Service Interviews 

Warren Commission testimony 

Other statements — - — — — 

Statements by Lewis J. McWlllle 

FBI and Warren Commission investigation 

Statements to the committee — — — 

Statements by Tony Zoppl — — — - — - — — 

Statements by Santos Trafflcante. ... — - — 

Paskin allegation — - — — 

Information provided by the Cuban Government — . — 

Handwriting analysis 

Other information - 

Analysis — 

Other Cuban>related activities and allegations : 

McKeown Incident — 

Treatment by the Warren Commission 

Additional statements by McKeown — - 

Other statements regardl^ McKeown 

Inconsistencies In the McKeown material 

Analysis 

Thomas Eli David, III, allegation 

Analysis — — 

Meeting mth the Fox brothers 

Earl Ruby teleeram to H-^vana 

Ruby's familiarity with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee 

Nancy Perrin Rich allegation 

D. Ruby's telephone records from 1963 

Analysis by the Warren Commission 

Review by the select committee 

Methodology 

Nature of the calls 

Analysis of the calls 

E. Labor difficulties with the American Guild of Variety Artists, early 1960’s 

F. Profiles of Jack Ruby associates 

Introduction 

i. Andrew Arms rong, Jr. 

Biographical summary 

Statements by Armstrong 

Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations 

11. Robert Bernai-d Baker 

Biographical summary 

Treatment by the Warren Commission 

The committee's Investigation 

Legal activities 

Illegal activities and association with organized crime.. 

Relationship with Ruby 

Deposition taken by the House Select Committee on Assaa- 
slnatlons 


(498) 

(499) 
(5x4) 
(516) 
(628) 

(605) 
(604) 
(620) 
(620) 
(636) 

(606) 
(656) 
( 666 ) 
(665) 
(667) 
(671) 
(677) 

1 677) 
684) 
706) 
710) 
718) 
(721) 
(726) 
(728) 
(787) 


748) 

748) 

761) 

760) 

766) 

766) 

76R) 

(776) 

(777) 
(7R2) 

1 787) 
788) 
794) 
794) 
796) 
798) 
801) 
808) 
8.31) 
( 866 ) 
( 866 ) 

( 868 ) 

(870) 

( 886 ) 

(887 

(890 

(891 

(891 

(896) 

(906) 

(907) 


( 125 ) 



126 


P. Profiles of Jack Ruby associates — Continued 

Introduction — Continued Pamaranh 

iii. Joseph Campisi 

Biographical summary (908) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission 

Association with Ruby ; (917) 

Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions — (923) 

iv. James Henry Dolan 

Biographical summary (924) 

Illegal activities 

Organized crime connections — (954) 

Connections with Tratticante (954) 

Connections with Carlos Marcello (956) 

Other connections (959) 

Association with Jack Ruby (960) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (964) 

Other information (969) 

Interview with Dolan by House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations’ staff (970) 

V. Alexander Phillip Gruber 

Biographical summary (971) 

The committee’s Investigation (972) 

Relationship with Ruby 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (984) 

Deposition of Gruber by House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations staff (985) 

vi. Paul Roland Jones 

Biographical summary (986) 

Legal activities (991) 

Illegal activities and organized crime (994) 

Relationship with Ruby (1021) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (1051) 

vli. Russell Douglas Matthews 

Biographical summary (1054) 

Treatment by the Warren Commisdon (1062) 

Legal activities - (1069) 

Illegal activities (1071) 

Organized crime connections (1082) 

Relationship with Ruby (1094) 

Associates known by both (1097) 

Other information (1101) 

Deposition taken by the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations (1104) 

viii, Robert Ray McKeown 

Biographical summary (1105) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (llll) 

Legal activities (1115) 

Illegal activities (1121) 

Connections with organized crime (1128) 

Relationship to Ruby (1131) 

Ruby’s version (1135) 

McKeown’s version (1186) 

Inconsistencies (1144) 

Relationship to Oswald (1145) 

Warren Commission response (1150) 

Inconsistencies (1151) 

Executive session testimony before the House Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations (1152) 

ix. Lewis J. McWillle 

Biographical summary (1153) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (1156) 

Illegal activities (1163) 

Relationship with Ruby (1165) 

X. Lawrence V. Meyers 

Biographical summary (1177) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (1180) 

Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations (1194) 

xi. Leonard Patrick 

Biographical summary (1195) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (1208) 

Illegal activities and organized crime ^ (1210) 

Activities in 1963 _ (1228) 

Other Illegal activities (1234) 

Other meetings and connections involving organized 

crime (1240) 

Association with Ruby (1244) 

Deposition taken by the House Select Committee on Xssas- 
slnatlons _ _ (1269) 

xii. Ralph Paul 

Biographical summary (1271) 

Association with Ruby (1275) 



127 


P, Profiles of Jack Ruby associates — Continued 
Introduction — Continued 

xlll. George Senator Paragraph 

Bloirraphlcal summary (1294) 

Statements by Senator (1299) 

Figure 1 : Chart of statements by Senator and their Incon- 
sistencies (1323) 

xlv. James Robert Todd 

Biographical summary (1324 ) 

Illegal activities (1325) 

Association with organized crime (1328) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (1329) 

Relationship with Ruby (1331) 

Deposition belore tne Mouse Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations (1340) 

xv Irwin Signey Weiner 

Biographical summary (1341) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission (1348) 

Testimony b^ore the committee (1859) 

Executive session testimony before the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations (1365) 

O. Jack Ruby chronologies: 1940-64 and November 22-24, 1963 (1866) 

1940-1964 h366) 

November 22-24, 1963 (1867) 


A. The Shooting op Lee Harvey Oswald : Eelationshlp with the 
Dallas Police Department * 

(498) Following the shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald, Jack Ruby’s 
relationship with the Dallas Police Department was scrutinized. 
Rumors had naturally arisen concerning this relationship. They in- 
cluded the allegations that Ruby provided off-duty empioyinent for 
officers at his nightclubs, (7) that he enabled policemen to obtain bank 
loans by acting as a cosigner, (^) that he provided offi^rs with female 
companionship, (J) and that he had visited Hot Springs, Ark., with 
the chief of police. (^) Although documentation for these allegations 
has not been produced, it is known that Jack Ruby did maintain a close 
relationship with the police force, “one of the greatest police forces in 
the world,” according to Ruby,(J) even if its nature cannot be de- 
termined with precision. 

ruby’s friendships with police officers 

(449) Ruby took great pride in and thoroughly enjoyed his Mend- 
ships with Dallas police officers. He has been described as an individual 
who loved police officers, (^) was a “police buff,” (7) had great respect 
for authority (5) and was “keenly interested in policemen and their 
work.” (5) The relationship was both collectively and individually 
oriented. “I have always b^n very close to the police department,’’ 
Ruby stated in 1964, “I don’t know why.”(7(?) As part of this closeness, 
Ruby offered his friends what he could : a free table, a few beers, a 
listeningear. 

(500) Ruby told the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) that 
he had never given money or other things of value to officers except 
when he gave out bottles of whiskey as Christmas gifts. (II) This 
practice may have occurred at other times, since it has been reported 
that policemen were seen going into Ruby’s private^ office m the 
Carousel (one of Ruby’s nightclubs) and leaving with bottles of 


♦Prepared by Donald A. Purdy, Jr., senior staff counsel and Howard Shapiro, 
research attorney. 
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whiskey. (72) Further, Rubj^ brought refreshments to officers working 
at headquarters during major criminal investigations, (7^) a practice 
illustrated by his offer of sandwiches to officers working Friday night, 
November 22, 1963. (7^) On another occasion, Rul^ bought two officers 
late-night steak dinners at a restaurant near the Carousel, (75) and an 
employee of an all-night restaurant in Dallas told the FBI that when 
Ruby was present, he would pick up the checks of all Dallas policemen 
in the restaurant. (75) 

(501) Ruby was also generous at his nightclubs, waiving the usual 
cover charge and providing beer and mixed drinks to officers at reduced 
prices or for free, (77) and perhaps coffee and sandwiches. (7<S^ Joey 
Gerard, an entertainer who worked at the Carousel occasionally, re- 
marked that Ruby always had a pot of coffee at the end of the bar, and 
officers would congregate there. (7P) Another Carousel employee said 
that policemen had free access to the kitchen, where they could help 
themselves to food. (25) Ruby wrote, “The police alwavs were free to 
use my private office to make calls.” (27) Pemaps this “hospitality was 
not unusual for a Dallas nightclub operator,” (22) and possibly other 
burlesque clubs had similar policies for policemen, (25) but the scope 
of Ruby’s actions seems unusual. One ex-employee of Ruby’s told the 
FBI that he would have a “celebrity night” at the club every Sunday 
night, where he would entertain as many as eight law enforcement 
officers and give them steak dinners and drinks. (2^) Ruby suggested 
that these gestures, in spite of the difficulties he sometimes encountered 
in making a profit, (25) were to be viewed as a manifestation of his 
concern for the financial status of Dallas police officers. Police salaries 
were low and officers had little money to spend for personal 
entertainment. (25) 

(502) When Officer L. C. Mullinax was killed while on duty in 1962, 
Ruby was reportedly deeply affected, grieving over the death for sev- 
eral days. (27) He attended the funeral (25) and forced several 
strippers-employees to do so. (25) Afterwards, Ruby gave $150 to the 
officer’s widow, even though the light bill at his dub was in ar- 
rears. (55) Reportedly, Ruby staged a benefit performance for the 
widow of another slain policeman. (57) Earl Ruby told the committee 
that his brother once gave a policeman several hundred dollars to 
cover the cost of his wife’s pregnancy. (52) 

(503) Intimations have been made that Ruby made payoffs to DPD 
members for protection and to avoid being closed down for liquor or 
other violations. (55) There is, however, no significant documentation 
of this, (5^) and Police Chief Jesse Curry commented that payoffs 
were most unlikely because there was no need for Ruby to pay any 
police officer. (55) Although, in 1963, Ruby told a l^yhood friend that 
he had had to make small payoffs to unidentified city officials when he 
first came to Dallas, he had discontinued this practice because Dallas 
had become an extremely clean city vis-a-vis vice activities. (55) 

(504) Similarly, a belief has arisen that Ruby was an informant for 
the police. Although the idea of Ruby as a registered DPD informant 
has been thoroufirhly disavowed by Chief Curry (57) and questioned by 
other officers, (55) several policemen have stated that they received in- 
formation from Ruby which led to arrests and aided investigations. 
Detectives Joe Cody and A. M. Eberhardt, who were partners, men- 
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tioned a number of specific instances when Euby gave them informa- 
tion leading to arrests. {39) Officer J. Herbert Sawyer told the select 
committee that he had heard that Ruby had passed on information to 
various officers, but that the information had been of little impor- 
tance. (4^) Detective Cody stated that a phone call from Ruby to head- 
quarters was not an uncommon event, and whoever Ruby knew was on 
duty at the time was given the opportunity to receive a criminal 
lead.(.^i) 

(505) Civilians were also aware of Ruby’s tendencies to provide in- 
formation. One of his emplOTees said that Ruby was furnishing crim- 
inal information to police officers, (4^) Bobby Simons, a musician who 
periodically played at Ruby’s clubs, said that Ruby was a “fink.” (4-?) 

(506) Ruby promoted and enjoyed the camaraderie and companion- 
ship of individual officers, making a point of using an officer’s first 
name. (4^) Ruby knew ^uite a few of the names of the approximately 
1,200 men on the force in 1963. {Jf5) Although a definite count was not 
possible, there can be no doubt that Chief Curry’s statement that Ruby 
was known by no more than 50 DPD employees was incorrect. (4^) 
Jack Revill, an officer for over 20 years, stated in 1978: 

I would say that those officers who knew Jack Ruby were 
nonuniform personnel, with the exception of the officer as- 
signed to various beats where his duos were geographically 
located. Consequently, we are talking about members of the 
vice section, narcotics section, the intelligence section, ap- 
proximately 60 men in that Bureau. Members of the burglary 
and theft unit would probably have known J ack Ruby. Some 
members of homicide and robbery may have known him. So 
we are probably speaking in the area of 100 to 150 people, of- 
ficers, who would have known J ack Ruby, and this included 
uniform officers also. (47) 

(507) Detective Eberhardt stated that Ruby “knew just about every- 
body,” (4<5) and a majority of DPD members interviewed in 1963 ^d 
subsequently have admitted to being acquainted with Ruby or having 
been in one of his clubs. Almost all knew of him as a Dallas business- 
man and nightclub owner. (45) 

(508) Detective E. E. Carlson was a close friend of Ruby’s, (55) per- 
haps as the result of an incident in 1954 when Carlson and his partner. 
Officer D. L. Blankenship, were outnumbered and endangered by fly- 
ing beer bottles in an altercation in or near one of Ruby’s clubs, the 
Silver Spur. According to Detective Eberhardt, Ruby was always 
ready to defend police honor : “If an officer got in trouble around his 
place, he would help him.” (57) On this occasion, Ruby interceded and 
enabled the two officers to come out relatively unscathed. (5^) Detec- 
tive Carlson commented that he felt a strong sense of gratitude toward 
Ruby as a result of this event. {53) 

(509) Lieutenant George C. Arnett told the FBI that he was very 
well acquaint^ with Ruby. (54) Officer Harry N. Olsen was another 
of Ruby’s better friends, in part because he dated (and eventually 
married) a Carousel stripper, Kay Coleman. (55) Olsen told the War- 
ren Commission that he would talk to Ruby and try to calm him down 
when he got mad. (55) Ruby also spent some time (possibly over an 
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hour) on Friday night, November 22, 1963, with Olsen and his future 
wife. (57) 

(510) Detectives Eberhardt and Cody were also close friends of 
Ruby. Detective Eberhardt stated that he visited Ruby’s club almost 
every night when he was on the night shift, (5^) and that he had in- 
vited Ruby to his home for the christening of his child, born in 
1963. (5P) Detective Cody has said that he and Ruby went ice skating 
together, adding that Ruby was an avid hockey fan. (56^) Lieutenant 
James R. Gilmore, a frequent visitor to Ruby’s clubs due to his duties 
on the vice squad, (5i) was said by Sam Ruby, Jack’s brother, to have 
been very friendly with Ruby. (5^) Others made similar statements 
to the FBI following the Oswald shooting. (55) 

(511) It is unclear whether Ruby cultivated friendships with DPD 
senior officers. Captain Will Fritz, the head of homicide, strongly de- 
nied knowing Ruby, (5-^) saying that the first time he saw Ruby was 
when Ruby was arrested following the Oswald shooting (55) and that 
he had had to ask who he was. (55) Others were not so sure. Robert 
Lee Shoreman, a musician sometimes employed by Ruby, stated that 
an older detective by the last name of Fritz frequented the Carousel 
during one period. (57) Travis Kirk, an attorney familiar with the 
Dallas law enforcement scene (he worked in the district attorney’s 
office for 6 years) opined that Captain Fritz and Ruby had to have 
known each other, although he had never seen them together. Kirk 
stated that Captain Fritz was a ‘‘domineering, dictatorial officer pos- 
sessing photographic memory,” and he would certainly have known 
any nonlaw enforcement persons who had access to headquarters (55) 
which Ruby did. (55) 

(512) Alfred Davidson, who was befriended by Rub^ in the autumn 
of 1963, said that Ruby was casually acquainted with the chief of 
police and other high-level officers. (75) Reagan Thurman, a long-time 
friend of Ruby’s, said the same. {71) 

(513) Despite Ruby’s many police friendships, incidents similar to 
Detective Cody’s ice-skating account were rare, as almost all DPD- 
Ruby encounters took place in his clubs or at police headquarters. (7^) 
There was an allegation that Ruby had been seen riding in ^uad 
cars, (75) and Eva Grant, Ruby’s sister, told the Warren Commission 
that some officers had been out to Ruby’s apartment. (7^) 

RUBY AND OFFICER TIPPIT 

(514) It is unclear whether Ruby knew Officer J. D. Tippit. Ruby 
stated that he did not. (75) Others, however, have said that Ruby did 
know Tippit or that Tippit had frequented Ruby’s club(s), (75) some- 
times also alleging a possible conspiracy. (77) Andy Armstrong, a 
Carousel employee, told the FBI that when Ruby heard the news of 
Tippit’s shooting on Friday afternoon while at the Carousel, he in- 
dicated he knew^ Tippit. (78) 

(515) At a later date, Ruby told Armstrong that the Tippit he knew 
was another man on the force and not the one killed. (75) There were 
three men on the force who pronounced their names similarly, although 
there were minor spelling differences, (55) and Ruby admitted being 
acquainted with Detective Gayle M. Tippit. {81) 
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POSSIBLE POLICE DEPARTMENT FAVORS 

(516) An important question is whether Kuby received anything in 
return for his friendship and whatever favors he bestowed, beyond 
personal satisfaction and vicarious feelings. Tangible rewards are 
diflScult to ascertain and appear to be minimal. Kuby said he never 
asked for any special favors from any police personnel, (5!^) a con- 
tention echoed by Theodore Fleming, an officer who knew Ruby and 
left the force in March 1963. (83) 

(517) Nevertheless, Ruby seems to have been able to avoid minor 
legal and criminal difficulties, difficulties which should have followed 
from Ruby’s violent character. (5^) In 1961, a stripper known as 
Najada was allegedly slapped by Ruby. She immediately went over 
to a lieutenant or captain of the DPD vice squad who was in the 
Carousel at the time, saying she wanted to press charges. The officer 
laughed at her in Ruby’s presence and told her she was crazy. (55) 

(518) In February 1963, Ruby assaulted Don Tabon at the Adolphus 
Hotel, injuring his eye. (55) The incident was treated similarly. Tabon 
having filed a complaint against Ruby, received a phone call from a 
DPD detective who suggested he drop the matter. (^) Tabon did not 
heed this advice, but Rubv was acquitted on the assault charge. (55) 

(519) Ruby may have been able to get traffic tickets taken care 
oi.{89) Sam Rubj^ recalled that at one time Ruby and/or his sister, 
Eva Grant, had six tickets outstanding, and a warrant was issued. A 
Lieutenant Shakespeare took care of the matter. (^) 

(520) When Ruby hired a new exotic dancer, he was able to use his 
DPD contacts to determine the true age of the dancer (he wanted to 
avoid underage employees) and whether she had a criminal record or 
was involved in drugs or prostitution. (57) Had there been evidence 
of such involvement, the vice squad would have advised Ruby to fire 
her. (5^) When Mrs. Eileen Kaminsky, one of Ruby’s sisters, visited 
Dallas in Au^st 1963, there was hearsay that the DPD treated her 
with unusual nospitality. (93) 

(521) An indirect advantage of Ruby’s DPD friendships was the 
official and unofficial presence of policemen in his clubs, from which 
he gained protection from troublemakers and felons. The possibility 
that off-duty DPD officers worked at Ruby’s clubs as bouncers or the 
like has been alleged by many. (5^) DPD regulations forbid any off- 
duty employment in places which serve liquor, (55) and almost all 
officers have denied participating in or having knowledge of this 
practice, as has Ruby. (55) Any misconceptions were explained by a 
common practice whereby special policemen were furnished by the 
city (through the police department) to many Dallas clubs and 
taverns, which paid the city a set fee. The city in turn reimbursed the 
individual men involved. (57) These special officers were not part of 
the DPD, but were regulated by the special services bureau of the 
DPD, and wore a uniform similar to the police uniform. (55) Ruby 
has said that he used this service. (55) 

( 522) Ruby was seemingly able to enter DPD headquarters unnoticed 
and unchallenged, as was dramatically illustrated during the assassina- 
tion weekend, when he was seen within and around headquarters sev- 
eral times on Friday night(755) and Saturday, (757) and of course on 
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Sunday morning in the DPD basement. Dallas policemen have stated 
that Euby was a frequent visitor to headquarters and that he had 

“entree” to the building. One Dallas nightclub owner told the 
FBI that it was common Imowledge that Euby spent time at headquar- 
ters almost every day,(i6^^) Contradicting this, Lt. James Gilmore 
told the committee in 1978 that Euby was not a constant visitor to 
headquarters and that he only came there in order to take care of busi- 
ness. Vehement denials have followed inquiries to DPD person- 
nel concerning Euby’s possible access to police files and information. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1963 

(523) Euby’s access to headquarters, and his friendly relationship 
with the Dallas police, regardless of its nature, has led to speculation 
that he received assistance in entering the police basement on Sunday 
morning, November 24. No person has been able or willing to state with 
certainty that he saw Euby enter the basement. {107) 

(524) The FB1(108) and the DPD (through a special investigative 
unit) (109) conducted inquiries into Euby’s entry. The Warren Com^ 
mission was privy to these materials and itself interviewed numerous 
individuals. As a result, the Commission had information from virtu- 
ally everyone involved in Oswald’s transfer and eve'ryone in the vicin- 
ity of the basement. (77^) More information has been elicited in the 15 
years since 1963 and during the course of the committee’s investigation. 

(525) The access route that the Warren Commission concluded was 
“probable” (7 77) and which the DPD investigative unit characterized 
as a “reasonable certainty” (77^) was the route given by Euby during 
several, but not all, interviews after the shooting. (77*?) It begins with 
Euby walking down Main Street, away from the Western Union office 
where he had just sent a money order to an employee, and toward the 
Main Street ramp entrance to the Dallas police basement. Euby sensed 
the commotion and noticed a police car leaving the basement via the 
ramp. He saw a patrolman on guard at the ramp moving away from 
his post to direct the car into traffic. (77J) While this occurred, he 
turned from the Main Street sidewalk into the ramp. Someone may 
have hollered at him in an attempt to stop him, but he ducked his head 
and kept going. (775) Moments later, he shot Lee Harvey Oswald. The 
basement may be diagramed as follows : 
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(526) The statements and testimony of the police officers directly in- 
volved did not corroborate Ruby’s explanation. Patrolman Roy E. 
Vaughn was the officer assigned to guard the Main Street ramp en- 
trance, and he stated that even when he stepped away from his position 
to assure the police car safe ingress to the street, he was still able to see 
the ramp, and saw nobody go down it at the time. (77^) Patrolman 
Vaughn’s assertion has not cnanged in 15 years. (777) He was deemed 
truthful in a polygraph examination given him several days after the 
Oswald shooting, when he averred that he had not knowingly let Ruby 
go down the ramp.(77(?) In his Warren Commission testimony, Chief 
Curry placed the blame for Ruby’s entry on Patrolman Vaughn, but 
intimated that the error may have been inadvertent, that Ruby may 
have slipped by without Patrolman Vaughn’s realizing it.(775) 

(527) The recollections of other police witnesses contradict Ruby’s 
entering from the ramp. Lt. Rio Samuel Pierce was the driver of the 
car on the ramp, and he stated he did not see Ruby and was unaware 
that anyone went down the ramp in the timespan. (7^t?) Similarly, his 
two passengers, Sgt. James Putnam and Sgt. Billy Joe Maxey, did 
not notice any attempt by anyone to enter from the ramp (7^7) ; both 
men commented that the narrowness of the ramp would make it 
extremely difficult for a person to slip by when a car was exiting. (7^^) 
Both Lieutenant Pierce and Sergeant Putnam were “positive” that no 
one entered the ramp at this time. { 123 ) 

(528) Sgt. Don Flusche did not have any official assignments 
related to Oswald’s transfer to the county jail, but he was standing 
diagonally across from the Main Street ramp on the opposite side of 
the street during the period in question. He told the committee in 
1978 that he saw the car exit the ramp. (7^-^) He also recalled the 
obvious commotion caused by the basement shooting. There was no 
doubt in his mind that Ruby did not walk down the ramp and, fur- 
ther, did not walk down Main Street anywhere near the ramp. (7^5) 
His information was not known or considered by the Warren Com- 
mission or the DPD investigative unit. After learning of it in 1978, 
Capt. Jack RevilL(7^^) a member of the unit, stated, “So if that be 
true, then maybe Ruby did not enter the basement that way. It tends 
to dispute the findings of the investigative team I was assigned 
to.” (7^) 

(529) Detective W. J. “Blackie” Harrison was standing in the base- 
ment and said that he saw Lieutenant Pierce’s car go up the ramp and 
stop at the ramp entrance for a very short time. He did not see Ruby 
come down the ramp.(7^<9) His response was deemed truthful when 
the Dallas Police Department administered a polygraph test to 
him.(7^P) 

(530) Lieutenant Pierce, { 130 ) Sergeant Maxey, { 131 ) Detective 
Hapison(7J^) and Sergeant Flusche (7JJ) all knew Ruby by sight, 
which should reinforce their statements. Patrolman Vaughn had 
encountered Ruby several times on police business, (7«f-^) and told the 
Warren Commission in 1964 that he “knew” the man,(7*f5) although 
he told the FBI in December 1963 that he doubted that he womd 
recognize Ruby if he saw him on the street. (7*?^) In 1977, Patrolman 
Vaughn told the committee that he definitely knew Ruby and would 
recognize him. (757) 
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(531) Several officers stationed in the basement have staited that dur- 
ing the period encompassing Lieutenant Pierce’s departure and the 
Oswald shooting, they may have glanced toward the Main Street 
ramp at various times without consistently focusing on the area. None 
has said he saw Ruby or any other individual come down the 
ramp.(i^5) 

(532) Civilian witnesses have also stated that nobody went down 
the ramp when Lieutenant Pierce’s car drove out. Terrence McGarry, 
a UPI reporter covering the transfer, told the FBI that he was at the 
bottom of the Main Street ramp, in the middle, and nob^y came 
down the ramp during the 5 minutes preceding the shooting. (i^5) 

(533) Harry Tasker, a cabdriver, had been hired by a reporter to 
wait outside the police station in readiness for a quick departure when 
Oswald was en route to the county jail. Like Sergeant Flusche, Tasker 
was on Main Street, across from the ramp, and he declared that no 
one resembling Ruhy entered the basement (via the ramp) in the 
5 minutes before the shooting, (f-^^^) 

(534) Napoleon J. Daniels, a former member of the Dallas Police 
Department, (i^i) had gone down to police headquarters at about 
11 :00 a.m. to watch the transfer of Oswald. He saw Patrolman Vaughn 
at the top of the Main Street ramp and, knowing him from his days on 
the force,(f^2) engaged him in conversation. (i^^) Following this, 
Daniels continued to watch the proceedings from a spot right off the 
ramp, on the side furthest from the Western Union office, (i.^^) He 
stated that when Lieutenant Pierce’s car came up the ramp, Patrol- 
man Vaughn stepped away from his post, but no one slipped by to go 
down the ramp, (i^) 

(535) Daniels stated several times that he acted as a lookout at this 
time to insure that nobody entered the ramp, because Patrolman 
Vaughn was occupied with stopping the traffic, (i^^) In three 1963 
interviews, however, Daniels said that an individual went down the 
ramp several minutes after Lieutenant Pierce’s car had left and before 
the shooting. (i^7) In a 1978 Committee deposition, he again averred 
that an individual went down the ramp after the car had exited.(i4<?) 
In his 1964 Warren Commission testimony, Daniels at first had stated 
that an individual walked down the ramp before the car came up, 

but he changed this statement to after the car came up, when 
shown his previous statements. (75C^) Regardless of when it occurred, 
Daniels said that this person went right by Patrolman Vaughan,(75i) 
without Vaughn trying to stop him. { 152 ) 

(536) In his 1978 committee deposition, Daniels was questioned con- 
cerning the identity of the individual going down the ramp : 

Q. Did this individual resemble anybody in particular? 

A. Well, there again, I didn’t see his face that good. I saw 
the back of him and kind of the side, you know. I didn’t recog- 
nize him. But I thought maybe he was some guy who had been 
down there before and was coming back, you Imow, to — ^there 
was newsmen all over the place down there, 

Q. Based on what did you see of this individual, did he 
resemble Jack Ruby? 

A. I didn’t know Jack Ruby. 
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Q. After that time did you see pictures of Jack Kuby in 
the newspapers and magazines ? 

A, Mm-hm. Yes, I did. And he did resemble the guy I’d 
seen go down in there. (iJJ) 

(537) This dialogue must be contrasted with Daniels’ earlier state- 
ments, He had told the Warren Commission that he did not think the 
individual was Jack Kuby,(iJ^) and prior to his Dallas Police De- 
partment polygraph test he stated that he was sure it was not 
Ruby. (iJJ) 

(538) The Warren Commission believed that Daniels’ story “merits 
little credence.” (7<5^) Its reasons may have included the inconsisten- 
cies in Daniels’ numerous statements and the problem posed by the 
time sequences, since it has been determined that only 55 seconds 
elapsed between the time Lieutenant Pierce’s car cleared the crowd 
at the bottom of the ramp and the fatal bullet. {157) 

(539) Another civilian witness whose testimony was examined be- 
cause the Warren Commission believed that it partially corroborated 
Ruby’s narration (755) was James Turner, a WBAP-TV (Dallas) 
director. Turner told the Warren Commission that he saw Lieutenant 
Pierce’s car going up the Main Street ramp and that about the same 
time he glanced toward the ramp and saw Ruby coming down ii,{159) 
Turner did not know Ruby, (755) but he was certain that the indi- 
vidual he saw was the same man that shot Oswald. (757) He said that 
what distinguished Ruby from other men was his hat, which Turner 
described as felt, round on top, and with a wide (not a snap) 
brim. (75^) 

(540) Sylvia Meagher commented on this description in her book 
“Accessories A fter the Fact” : 

Turner’s description of the hat is completely inconsistent 
with the hat Ruby was wearing when he shot Oswald * * * 

That hat has a narow brim, not a “pretty large one,” and an 
ordinary top, not a “round” one. {163) 

(541) More importantly, the point where Turner stated he saw 
Ruby is approximately two- thirds of the way down the ramp. War- 
ren Commission counsel Leon D. Hubert, Jr. directed a number of 
questions during Turner’s deposition toward the possibility that Ruby 
may not have come all the way down the ramp, but may have come 
from the garage area, crossed the railing dividing the parking area 
and the ramp at some point, and then continued down the ramjp 
incline. (75.^) Turner admitted that he did not see Ruby prior to his 
being at that point well down the ramp and that because of the degree 
of the incline and a column which partially blocked his view, he could 
not see all the way to the top of the ramp. (755) This exchange was 
not mentioned in the Warren Commission report and casts serious 
doubt on the Commission’s conclusion that Turner’s testimony cor- 
roborates the ramp theory. 

(542) Dallas Police Department reservist. W. J. Newman, said that 
he saw an individual coming down the Main Street ramp (and blend- 
ing into the media crowd) about 1 minute before the shooting, just 
after a shout of “here he comes.” (755) Newman could not identify the 
individual, other than to say that he was a white male. In 1978, he 
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underscored his inability to identify him by declaring that he was 
only sure that it wasn’t Santa Claus. (i^7) Newman also stated that 
the man had come down the ramp on the far (jail office) side^{168) a 
description that does not coincide with the Warren Commission’s, 
which placed Ruby on the near side of the ramp. (169) 

(543) Newman had been stationed on the Commerce Street side of 
the basement, guarding a door opening into the Subbasement ma- 
chinery area.* (77^) As a result, his vision was somewhat obscured by 
the pillars in the basement parking lot, (777) as well as by the many 
people in the area. 

(544) Newman’s story should not have been used as corroboration 
of the Warren Commission conclusion, as was attempted. (77^) In fact. 
Commission Counsel Burt Griffin explicitly did not believe Newman’s 
testimony. ( 7 7«^) It lacked specificity and, like Turner’s testimony, 
again failed to show that the person entered at the top of the ranlp, 
rather than from within the basement area. 

(545) The evidence is thus inconclusive, even dismissing Daniels’ 
tale, as did the Warren Commission. (77^) Eight witnesses stated that 
no one (much less Ruby) came down the ramp when Lieutenant 
Pierce’s car left, while one witness (Ruby) stated that he did go down 
the ramp. The declarations of Newman and Turner can be variously 
interpreted. 

(546) Given these contradictions, which have not yet been fully-ex- 
plained, the investigative focus should have been on Ruby’s story (a 
focus some did have, notably Burt Griffin) and whether he was credi- 
ble, as well as whether the other witnesses were credible. 

(547) Following the shooting. Ruby was pushed to the ground, dis- 
armed and taken away. Sgt. Patrick T. Dean, who was believed to ha:ve 
been the man in charge of basement security, (775) was one of Ruby’s 
subduers, having leapt over a car to do so. {176) 

(548) Difficulties have arisen with respect to who was with Ruby 
and where and what he told them. After a brief interlude in the base- 
ment Jail office, Ruby was escorted to the jail elevator and up to the 
fifth floor by a number of policemen, including Detectives Don Ray 
Arche^ Barnard S. Clardy, Thomas D. McMillon, and Harrison and 
Capt. Glenn King. (777) Detective Harrison and Captain King de- 
parted almost immediately. (178) The rest were joined by Forrest Sor- 
rels of the Secret Service and Sergeant Dean, who had brought Sorrels 
from the third floor on orders from Chief Curry, (179) At this time, 
the semiformal questioning of Ruby, who had been stripped, (750) be- 
gan. Sorrels stayed only 5 to 7 minutes (757) and then left. C. Ray 
Hall of the FBI continued the interrogation for several houra. (75i?) 
Det^tives Archer j Clardy ^nd McMillon were present throughout the 
TOriod,(755) albeit leaving the room for short intervals; Sergeant 
Dean left before or just as Hall began the questioning. 

(549) Sergeant Dean and Detectives Archer, (75-^) Clardy (755) and 
McMillon (755) said they heard Ruby say, at some poiut during this 
sequence, that he had entered the basement when Lieutenant Pierce’s 
car exited. Sorrels never heard that statement. (757) Shortly the^*e- 
after. Ruby refused to tell Hall and then Captain Fritz the details of 

♦See figure 1, par. 601. 
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how he got m,{188) He also refused to answer questions about his 
means of access when the FBI interviewed him November 25(189) 
and then when DPD Lt. Jack Kevill interviewed him on Dum- 
ber 1 and 3, 1963.(190) During an FBI interview on December 21, 
1963, however, he returned to the theory accepted by the Warren Com- 
mission, (i^i) as was the case in a sworn deposition taken after his 
trial. (iP^) 

(550) These changes of mind have aroused suspicion and required a 
closer look at the statements of Detectives Archer, Clardy and McMil- 
lon and of Sergeant Dean. Sergeant Dean had told the Warren Com- 
mission in 1964 that, following the shooting, he trailed the group 
taking Kuby into the jail office and then returned to the basement 
area where he was interviewed by several television reporters. (iPJ) 
He then went to the third floor where he encountered Chief Curry and 
Sorrels, following which he went to the fifth floor where the question- 
ing was to take place. 

(551) Dean stated that immediately after Sorrels finished his ques- 
tioning, he (Dean) asked Ruby how he got in, as Sorrels had failed to 
make this inquiry, and that Ruby replied he had come down the Main 
Street ramp when Lieutenant Pierce’s car drove out.(iPJ) Sorrels did 
not remember hearing anything of this nature (iP5) and told Griffin 
that Ruby may have told Sergeant Dean how he got in the basement, 
but Sorrels did not remember hearing it nor does it show up in his 
notes. (iP^) 

(552) There is another dispute concerning whether Sorrels was still 
on the fifth floor when Sergeant Dean made his inquiry. Sorrels told 
the Warren Commission that he had left after questioning Ruby (iP7) 
and that he left alone, without Dean. (198) Further, Dean’s statements 
have been inconsistent. (iPP) In 1964, he said that he could not recall 
whether Sorrels had been present when he asked this question. (^PP) 
But in 1977 he stated that Sorrels was present, (^i) He also told the 
Warren Commission that he and Sorrels departed the fifth floor to- 
gether. (i?P^) Yet during a 1964 meeting of Dean, Sorrels, and Dallas 
District Attorney Henry Wade, Dean refuted Sorrels’ statement that 
he did not hearby Ruby’s access explanation by saying that Ruby must 
have spoken after Sorrels had left. (203) 

(553) Detective Archer stated that he heard Ruby recite the ramp 
theory in answer to Dean’s inquiry. (204) Detective McMillon said that 
he too, heard it when the question was asked, but did not know who had 
posed the question. (^5) Detective Clardy originally remarked that he 
had heard the response at some point in the proceedings when he per- 
sonally asked Ruby how he got in (he did not mention Sergeant 
Dean) . (206) On the other hand, Clardy told the committee that he did 
not ask Ruby any questions. Rather, he only heard Ruby’s general re- 
marks made to others on the fifth floor. (207) When FBI Agent C. Ray 
Hall asked about the entry later that day. Ruby “did not wish to say 
how he got into the basement or at what time he entered.” (^P5) At 
least two of the detectives were still present at this time,(^P) and 
they did not speak up to relate what they had heard from Ruby 
earlier. (^iP) 

(554) Det^tives Archer, Clardy and McMillon all failed to report 
immediately Ruby’s Main Street ramp explanation to their DPD su- 
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periors(^ii) despite its obvious importance. Detective McMillon’s 
original report of November 27, 1963, to Chief Curry did not mention" 
Ruby’s statement , although his December 4, 1963, FBI interview 
did, {213) When asked by the Warren Commission why this informa- 
tion was not included in his original report, McMillon said, ‘‘Well, I 
couldn’t possibly have mentioned everything that I knew about the 
deal here. I just didn’t mention it, I didn’t think anything about it 
being important at all at the time.”(^i^) Detective Clardy did not 
report Ruby’s statements until November 30, 1963;(2i5) no explana- 
tion has come forward for his belated action. Detective Archer first 
mentioned Ruby’s statements on December 1, 1963. {216) 

(555) Sergeant Dean told the Warren Commission that he notified 
Lieutenant Fierce of what Ruby had told him sometime Sunday after- 
noon, (^77) and that Pierce informed Capt. Cecil Talbert, (^i^) Dean 
also stated that he did not talk with Patrolman Vaughn the rest of the 
day,(^i^) but moments later, when asked the same question, he stated 
that he did speak to Patrolman Vaughn on the second floor of head- 
quarters, with Lieutenant Pierce present and possibly Captain Tal- 
bert. {220) 

(556) jOthough these factual inconsistencies may be insignificant, 
Griflin, among others, (^^i) was greatly disturbed by the entire situ- 
ation involving Ruby’s story — when he told it and to whom — and let 
his feelings be known, particularly when questioning Dean. 

(557) In 1977, Dean described the issue with Griflin to committee 
investigators. He remarked that at one point while Griflin was ques- 
tioning him, they went oS the record, and Griflin told Dean that two 
reports he had submitted to the DPD were not true(^^) and that 
Ruby had not told him that he had come in via the Main Street 
ramp. {223) Dean had expressed shock to Griflin and said he would not 
answer any more questions. He also stated that when he went to Wash- 
ington, D.C., Chief Justice Warren personally apologized for Griflin’s 
conduct and vindicated Dean.(^^^) 

(568) It is clear that Dean is a key figure. He seems to have appeared 
every time something important was taking place. In addition to being 
in charge of basement security, he was at Parkland Memorial HospitiQ 
on F'riday (Ruby was reportedly there) and on the fifth floor of head- 
quarters during Ruby’s initial interrogation. A Texas appellate court 
ruled that his testimony should not have been admitted in Ruby’s trial 
and resulted in his conviction being overturned. (^^J) His confronta- 
tion with GriflSn created serious problems within the Warren Commis- 
sion and was partially responsible for the curtailment and restriction 
of the Ruby part of the investigation. {226) 

(669) On May 28, 1964, Dean sent a letter to Chief Curry requesting 
that he be allowed to take a polygraph examination and suggesting 16 
questions. (^^7) Sometimes later. Dean was administered a polygraph 
test by Officer P. L. Bentley. Dean admitted in 1978 that he had failed 
the examination. (^^) This information had never been transmitted 
to the Warren Commission. Nor was the committee able to find a copy 
of the actual questions and results or a copy of the DPD polygraph 
log for 1964:, {229). 

( 660 ) The committee was unable to arrange a convenient date for de- 
posing Dean, and he refused to respond to written interrogatories sent 
him in the form of a sworn affidavit. {230 ) . 
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(561) Some of Griffin’s concerns seemed to emanate from two inquir- 
ies : 1] Why did Kuby initially explain his access and then sub^uent- 
ly refuse to do so? 2) Could aspects of Ruby’s story have originated 
with things said to him by others ? {2S1 ) 

(562) Ruby may have become silent on the fifth floor after his initial 

statements because he was suddenly in the presence of strangers, partic- 
ularly Hall of the When he was apprehended in the base- 

ment, transported via the elevator and initially questioned on the fifth 
floor, he was among his best friends, “Dallas police officers,” and there 
would be no reason not to explain what had just occurred. Tom How- 
ard, the first of many attorneys to counsel Ruby, said that his hesitancy 
was the result of his not wanting to get a Dallas police officer and friend 
in trouble. Ruby himself gave this explanation to Lieutenant Revill on 
December 1, 1963. (^^e^) Griffin suggested that Ruby did not wish to 
finger anybody on the force out of fear of possible revenge. (^<^^) At 
some point. Ruby may have also been advised by legal counsel not to 
discuss how he entered the basement, a reason which he also mentioned 
to Lieutenant Revill, ()^55) 

(563) Clearly, Ruby’s stoiy contained details that indicated a knowl- 
edge of activity on Main Street landscape that morning. He knew that 
a patrolman was guarding the ramp entrance, (^^^) he recognized the 
driver of the police car as Lieutenant Pierce, and he stated that the 
patrolman had to guide this car into the traffic. I'hese facts were un- 
disputed, and Ruby was aware of them. Therefore, even if the con- 
clusion of the Warren Commission is not believed, it appears that 
Ruby was either near the Main Street ramp entrance less than a 
minute before the shooting or he was apprised of these details by 
someone else. 

(564) Both of these possibilities are supportable. Shortly after 
leaving the Western Union office, Ruby would have been close enough 
to see the activities at the top of the Main Street ramp(^c??') and then 
take another route to the basement. He would have been close enough 
if he were within the basement, positioned on or just off the ramp 
when Lieutenant Pierce’s car drove up, to see, even if only partially, 
the events taking place at the top of the ramp. Further, amid the 
incredible confusion following the shooting, bits and pieces of names 
(i.e.. Lieutenant Pierce) and events may have come to his attention. 

(565) One possibility, suggested by Griffin, (^<^5) is that Dean told 
Ruby what to say in order to protect his reputation and esteem, 
since he was one of the men in charge of security in the basement 
and Ruby’s entrance might have been blamed on him. Dean stated 
that as Ruby was being subdued he (Dean) first said, “Jack, god- 
dam.” Ruby then said, “Dean, I’m sorry, I’m sorry.” Dean’s re- 
joinder was, “Man you got me in one hell of a shape,” (^«^^) inferring 
that Dean was immediately aware of his personal predicament. 

(566) It is possible that Dean went to the third floor (where he 
met Chief Curry and Sorrels) to find Ruby, as Griffin has sug- 
gested.(^4^) Dean explained that he went there because he wished 
to speak to a superior officer about the extent of the information 
concerning Ruby’s identity which would be proper to disclose to the 
media. { 241 ) Subsequently, he found Ruby on the fifth floor and had 
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an opportunity to talk to him. According to Griffin, ‘‘Ruby, being a 
cultivator of police favor and not being desirous of incurring the 
wrath of the police department, might well have taken the hint from 
Dean.”(^>^) At least one person on the fifth floor indicated that a 
Ruby-Dean conversation could have taken place privately. (^4^) 

(567) Other theories of how Ruby could have gotten into the base- 
ment have been voiced. Of these, four can be supported to some extent. 

(568) The first is the obvious possibility that some officer let Ruby 
in the basement, as had been done normally at other times that week- 
end (^^) and over the years. (^4^) Jack Ruby’s relationship with the 
DPD would have distinguished him from most other citizens, and 
until Oswald was shot, his presence would have been innocuous and 
could have been ignored Theodore Fleming, a DPD officer for 8 years 
(he left in March 1963), told the FBI that there was a “good likeli- 
hood” that any officer acquainted with Ruby would have allowed him 
in the building if Ruby had requested permission to do so. (2If6) There 
was, however, no evidence to support this theory although the commit- 
tee reasoned that no one would be likely to admit letting Ruby in if he 
had done so. 

(569) A second theory involves a press pass — Ruby might have got- 
ten through a security checkpoint by flashing media identification. 
{2If7) This theory has been fueled by Eva Grant’s comment that Ruby 
had some sort of press card,(^4^) by Ruby’s own comments during 
the weekend (particularly on Friday night when he was seen at head- 
q^uarters with a note pad and pen) {2Ii9) that he was covering the assas- 
smation for the Jewish press, (25^) and by the testimony of DPD 
reservist Harold B. Holly, Jr. 

(570) Holly was assigned to Parkland Hospital following the shoot- 
ing to assist with the handling of traffic there. He stated that he had 
met another reservist there, identity unknown, and that they had en- 
gaged in conversation. The unknown reservist said that either he had 
let Ruby in the basement or had seen someone else do it, and that Ruby 
was wearing press identification on his iacket, {251 ) 

(571) Holly’s story contained a number of inconsistencies. In a De- 
cember 1, 1963, interview with Lieutenant Revill, Holly declared that 
the unknown reservist let Ruby in and did not mention that the reserv- 
ist had also said he might have seen Ruby being let in by someone 
else. (^5^) Then, in a December 7, 1963, FBI interview, Holly added a 
third possibility : that the reservist merely said that he had seen Ruby 
in the basement. (gJJ) 

(572) During his December 1, 1963, DPD interview, Holly was 
shown photographs of several reserve officers. The report on this in- 
terview stated that he was not able to identify the untoown reservist. 
{25Jt) Yet Holly told the FBI that he had picked out one of the photo- 
graphs as possibly being a good likeness. (^J5) The most likely pros- 
pect for the unknown reseivist was W. J. Newman, because he had 
recalled the man coming down the Main Street ramp. {256) In addi- 
tion, he was at Parkland Hospital on Sunday afternoon and might 
have been there at the same time as Holly. In fact, Capt. J. M. Solo- 
mon, who displayed the photographs to Holly, stated ^at Newman’s 
picture was chosen by Holly. Yet Captain Solomon told the Warren 
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Commission that “he [Holly] is confused * * * his statements were 
so general, such a general nature, and when I showed him the pictures 
he was unable to positively identify them.” (257) 

(573) Newman stated that he did not tell anyone at the hospital of 
what he saw, since he believed it to be insignificant. {258) To add to the 
confusion. Lieutenant Kevill said that Holly did choose one picture, 
but that the reservist he chose, when interviewed, was out fishing on 
Sunday and not at Parkland Hospital. (25P) 

(574) Besides Holly’s lack of credibility, (25(?) the basic problem 
with the press theory is that Ruby did not have any press passes on 
his person when apprehended, (257) and he told the FBI he did not 
have any sort of press card or other identification on the outside of his 
coat, nor did he show any identification to gain entry to the base- 
ment. (252) No discarded press badges were found within the base- 
ment, (25*^) and since many officers knew Ruby, the ruse of a reporter 
would not have worked with them. 

(575) The third theory — ^that of the television camera — states that 
Ruby assumed the disguise of a television technician or helper and 
entered the basement by helping to push a camera into place. Two DPD 
members. Detectives Roy Lee Lowery and Wilbur Jay Cutchshaw, 
have mentioned this possibility. 

(576) Detective Lowery stated that approximately 3 to 5 minutes 
before the shooting, he was not sure if it was before or after Lieutenant 
Pierce’s car went up the ramp, although Detective Harrison recalled 
hearing Lowery say that it was just prior to Pierce’s departure, (25.^) 
he saw three men, with their heads down, coming through the double 
doors in front of the jail office with a television camera on a tripod and 
dolly (it was from WPAB, Dallas). The camera was never actually 
used, and after the shooting Lowery noticed that only two men were 
moving it away. Detective Cutchshaw had independently noticed the 
same thing. Both detectives talked to the two known members of the 
television crew, who said that there had only been two men pushing 
the camera originally and that they knew nothing about a third. Low- 
ery and Cutchshaw therefore inferred that Ruby had been the third 
man. (255) 

(577) Joseph Goulden, a reporter, wrote an article in a Philadelphia 
(newspaper stating that he was told by an “unimpeachable” law 
enforcement source that Ruby got in the basement with the assistance 
of a local television cameraman, while carrying television equipment 
into the basement. (255) When interviewed by the FBI, Goulden said 
that his source got the story from Ruby himself and that the camera- 
man in question was Jack Renfro, also of WBAP-TV. (257) 

(578) Both cases seemed to be implausible. The explanation for the 
trio seen by Lowery and Cutchshaw is that the two men who were orig- 
inally moving the camera (identified as Dave Timmons and John 
Tankersley) were having difficulty balancing the equipment. Another 
WPAB employee, the aforementioned James Turner, who was sta- 
tioned with a second WP AB camera already in place in the basement, 
came over to help. (255) Further, Detectives H. L. McGee and D. G. 
Brantley were with this camera coming down in the elevator to the 
basement, and they said that Ruby was not present, that only Tankers- 
ley and Timmons were moving the camera. It is also unlikely that 
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Kuby would have used this route because the camera was moved ap- 
proximately 4 minutes before the shooting, which would correspond 
with the time at which Kuby was leaving Western Union. (MP)” Fi- 
nally, and most important, Renfro, the cameraman, stated that Goul- 
den was at Parkland Hospital at the time of the Oswald shooting. 
{270) 

(579) Last is the alley theory. The alley in question is situated be- 
tween the Western Union office and the DPD headquarters, running 
from Main Street to Commerce Street. 

(580) In the middle of the alley is a door leading to the first floor 
of the mimicipal building. (^7i) (The municipal Duilding contains 
both the city hall and the police building. At the street level, the build- 
ing is divided, although on all other floors it is solid.) On^ inside the 
door off the alley and in the first floor corridor of the municipal build- 
ing, a person would normally be able to reach the DPD basement park- 
ing lot by either elevator or a fire escape stairway. The stairway has 
doors at the first floor and the basement. If Ruby had left Western 
Union and started to walk down Main Street toward Patrolman 
Vaughn’s position, he would have passed the alley and had access to 
the building. 

(581) Although Commission counsels Hubert and Griffin indicated 
an awareness of the alley in questioning the witnesses, (^j^) the War- 
ren Commission Report does not mention this possible route. (^7^) 
Further, the special DPD investigative unit did not consider it at; 
all. (27^) 

(582) The possibility that Ruby entered via the alley, went down 
the stairs, (^75) and through the basement door is logistically attrac- 
tive. Through his knowledge of Dallas police headquarters, Ruby 
may have been aware of the alley, the stairs and the door, and this 
mode of entry would have been much less conspicuous than the others. 
It would have enabled Ruby to get in position without having to pass 
very many persons, since the route went through a fairly empty park- 
ing lot in the basement. (^7^) Further, most, if not all, people were 
probably focusing on the area nearest to the jail office and ramps, 
awaiting Oswald’s appearance. This path would al^ have taken Ruoy 
across the garage area and through a railing at a point near the bottom 
of the Main Street ramp. (^77) With respect to timing, Ruby could 
have entered the basement via this route in the 4 minutes that 
elapsed between his visit to Western Union and the shooting. (^7S) 
On Jime 26, 1964, an FBI agent walked through the route (including 
going through the railing near the bottom of the ramp) in response 
to a request from the Warren Commission; he found that it required 
189 steps and 2 minutes and 25 seconds. (^7P) 

(583) Although there were at least three doors along this route, it 
was possible that they were not or could not be secured. The Warren 
Commission noted timt there were doubts about whether the door at 
the bottom of the fire escape was secured. (^5(?) John O. Servance, 
the head porter for these buildings in 1963, said that even when the 
door at the bottom of the fire escape is locked in such a way as to 
prevent egress from the basement, a person could still open it from 
within the stairwell. (^<?i) This was corrpbora^ by two other main- 
tenance employees, Edward Pierce and Louis McKinzie.(^S^) 
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(584) Sergeant Dean stated that both lie and Sergeant Putnam 
checked this door and found it to be locked from the basement side. 
When asked by Griffin if he knew that it could still be opened from 
the inside, Dean at first had no response. Then he said he be- 
lieved that he and Sergeant Putnam had asked a maintenance man 
(identity unknown) about this door, and this individual locked it 
so that a key would be necessary regardless of which side it was to 
be opened from,(^<5^) contradicting the testimonies of McKinzie and 
Servance. 

(585) Capt. Cecil Talbert’s Warren Commission testimony indicated 
that he did not check this door while he was checking other doors in 
the area, since the usual procedure was to have this door locked at 
all times after 6 p.m. and always on weekends, and he assumed this was 
the case. (^^5) 

(586) Edward E. Pierce, also a building maintenance employee, 
stated that the door leading from the alley into the first floor was con- 
structed in such a manner that it had to be locked from the outside 
every time an individual left the building in this fashion. Otherwise 
it would remain open. Pierce said that on Sunday morning the door 
was probably opened and closed several times prior to the shooting 
because the porters were working and needed to get into the alley. (286) 
Capt. William Westbrook, a member of the DPD special investigative 
unit, indicated in 1978 that the alley door was not checked that 
morning (287) (although his basis for this statement was not clear). 

(587) Servance reiterated the mechanics of the alley door to the 
Warren Commission and added that the third door at issue — the one 
leading from the first floor corridor to the fire escape stairwell — was 
also unlocked all the time. (288) 

t588) At the very least, this information raises the possibility that 
the alley door was left open, albeit inadvertently, and that if Ruby 
had gone through this door, he would then have been able to continue 
to the basement without locked barricades. Additionally, security at 
the relevant point in the basement was not airtight. Patrolman Alvin 
E. Brock had been assigned to watch the door leading from the fire 
escape and the nearby elevator doors, but he was reassigned by Ser- 
geants Putnam and Dean at 10:45 SL.m.(289) Brock had assum^ that 
>a reservist located in the immediate vicinity would watch these 
spots. (^P(?) 

(589) Brock’s reassignment was not unique; other basement per- 
sonnel, as well as previously unassigned officers and reservists, (^57) 
were given new traffic duties around this time. For instance. Reserve 
Patrolman G. E. Worley, Jr., was originally assigned to the garage 
area and was supposed to keep cars from parking in the first two places 
on the north side of the parking area. He was reassigned between 
10:45 and 11 a.m.,(^P^) which took yet another man out of the area.* 

(590) The reassignments were the result of a change in the trans- 
fer plans. The idea of transporting Oswald in an armored car via Elm 
Street was dismissed in favor of a route along Main Street, with Os- 
wald in a regular police car. Traffic reassignments became neces- 
sary, (^PJ) and Sergeant Dean was so notified by Capt. Talbert. (^,9/^) 


•See fig. 2, par. 602. 
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The men originally assigned along Elm Street were reassigned, and 
several other policemen, such as Officers Brock and Worley, were 
moved out of the basement, even though nobody knew when Oswald 
would be transferrred. 

(591) During its investigation of the Oswald shooting, the Dallas 
Police Department drew up a schematic diagram of the basement, 
with each person labeled with a number. On this chart, a nota- 
tion shows that Worley was reassigned at 11 a.m.. Brock at 10:15 
a.m. An individual labeled as number 57 is depicted as being at the 
top of the Main Street ramp (along with Vaughn and Daniels) ; 
another notation states that this person was reassimed at 11 a.m. The 
key for the diagram does not include a number 57, and the commit- 
tee did not know who this individual was. 

(592) Reservist Newman told the Warren Commission that im- 
mediately prior to the shooting, there were only two security men in 
the garage area ; himself, located on the far side of the railing next 
to Chief Curry’s parking area, and a regular officer nearby the first 
aid station in the basement. (^^^) Patrolman Brock stated that when 
he left the basement at 10:45 a.m., he noticed the reservist that he had 
mentioned previously and another reservist in the garage area nearby 
the bottom of the ramps. (^97) 

(593) Although Ruby denied the use of the alley when given a poly- 
graph examination, (^^5) the question was ambiguous as to exactly 
what “alleyway” meant. The Warren Commission stated that it did 
not rely on the results of this examination, (^55) and an expert com- 
mittee panel refused to make any conclusions concerning the test be- 
cause the procedures used in 1964 were of such poor quality. (5W) 

(594) WWle other theories are possible involving other entrances 
to the building, the evidence seems to indicate that they should be 
judged unlikely, (t^W) given the timing and the lack of witnesses with 
information to support t\i&ni,{302) 

(595) Several miscellaneous considerations concerning the “abor- 
tive transfer” should be mentioned. The number of media per- 
sons, with their investigative curiosities and aggressiveness, com- 
pounded by their equipment, created mass confusion in the basement 
that Sunday morning. Captain Fritz characterized the news media 
as a vcioh^{30Jf) Detective C. N. Dhority’s term was “bedlam.” (505) 
They had disregarded Dallas Police Department instructions to stay 
behind the railings on the far side of the ramps (from the jail office) ; 
they had moved forward in a “general surge” (505) when Oswald’s ap- 
pearance was imminent. This situation might have aided Ruby’s entry 
by providing a distraction. It would also have given Ruby “some con- 
cealment after he entered the basement,” (507) essentially precluding 
his being stopped before the shooting 

(596) Additionally, the large number of media necessarily blocked 

the vision of some Dallas Police Department personnel, (505) as did 
the lights needed by the television cameras to insure a clear pic- 
ture, (500^ lights described as “blinding.” (5/0) Detective Hamson 
specifically remarked that it would have been difficult to recognize a 
man coming down the Main Street ramp due to the glare in your 
face.”(5//) ^ ^ 
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(597) The evidence available indicates that Jack Ruby did not come 
down the Main Street ramp when Lieutenant Pierce’s car exited. The 
weight of the eyewitness evidence belies this route, and the testimony 
of various witnesses who supported this route was often inconsistent 
and inconclusive. Further, the fact that 55 seconds had elapsed be- 
tween the time the police car cleared the crowd at the bottom of the 
ramp and the moment of the shooting militates against the Main Street 
ramp route. This interval would had to have included driving the car 
up the ramp, hesitation at the ramp entrance before pulling out into 
the street, Ruby’s walk down the ramp(Ji^) and his momentarily 
positioning himself belmd Detective Harrison’s shoulder before dart- 
ing out to shoot Oswald (a movement which is evident from the video 
tapes and photographs of the incident). (JiJ) While this amount of 
action is possible in that time, it is improbable. 

(598) The alley route was the most likely alternative because of the 
factors of time and distance, the lack of security in the garage area 
and along the entire route, and the testimony concerning the security 
at the doors along the route. This possibility was not considered or 
investigated by the FBI or the Dallas Police Department and was vir- 
tually ignored by the Warren Commission. 

(599) However Ruby got into the basement, there was no concrete 
evidence to show that he received any assistance in doing so from a 
Dallas Police Department member (J7^) or anyone else. Ruby himself 
denied receiving any assistance. { 315 ) The coincidence of the timing of 
his visit to Western Union and the shooting seems to preclude any of 
the assistance theories, (J75) as did the imcertainty of officials as to 
exactly when and how Oswald would be transferred. Chief Curry said 
that there was no possible way for anyone to have known when Oswald 
was to be moved, including Chief Curry himself. (J77) These factors 
made warnings or signals highly improvable. 

(600) Nevertheless, the timing was so perfect that it made it difficult 
to accept mere coincidence, and it is unlikely that Ruby entered the 
basement without some sort of assistance. This might have been in the 
form of knowledge of the Oswald transfer plans, direct help in enter- 
ing the basement, or direct help in both entering and shooting 
Oswald. (57S) 
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(601) Figure 1 

BASEMENT 

DAUAS Poua DEPARTMENT, DAUAS, TEXAS 
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(602) Figure 2 



DALLAS POUa D^AKTMM; DALLAS; TEXAS 





Cmoamaam ITa 21T9 

A* When Brock leaves his pdaltlon (marked) at 10:45 a.m., he places 
Reservlat X and Reservist 2 la the areas shoVn. 

B. When Worley leaves his position (marked) shortly thereafter he 
places McCoy (marked) and Reservist 3 (who would have to be Hesmaa). 

C. Just prior to the shooting Newman says there are two mtti la the 
garage ^eA: himself (marked) and regular Officer (marked Off). ^ 

If^l)ff» Res X, and McCoy are one and the same, then ^ye three 
accounts are reconscilabla (and Indicate a scarcity of 
security men la the garage area) • The problem is that McCoy places 
h-fmnAif close to the site of the shootl^ (marked) just prior to it* 
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B. Organized Crime’s Move to D aeea s, 1947* 

(603) It has been alleged that in 1946 Jack Ruby was involved in an 
attempt to bribe Dallas Sheriff-elect Steve Guthrie. This bribery 
attempt did in fact occur and involved several Chicago organized crime 
figures, but Ruby’s involvement has never been established. The com- 
mittee believed it important to reexamine the documents and files 
relating to this event to determine if Ruby had been involved and if 
he was associated with the participants. 

THE BRIBERT ATTEMPT 

(604) In June 1946, Steve Guthrie won the Democratic primary elec- 
tion for Sheriff of Dallas County and was to take office in January 
1947. (JiS) The District Attorney also was retiring, and a “reform” 
candidate, Will Wilson, was taking office. (J^W) According to Paul 
Roland Jones, (J^i) prior to this time illegal operations had been car- 
ried on with the consent of Sheriff Smoot Schmid and various members 
of the Dallas Police Department. (J^^) Jones stated that it would be 
impossible to operate illegal operations under the new administration, 
so he made plans to discontinue his activities. (J^J) Prior to this he 
had, however, made an effort to arrange the continuation of his illegal 
activities under the new administration. 

( 605 ) On October 29 or 31, 1946, Jones called Dallas Police Detective 
Greorge Butler and asked him to arrange a meeting with Sheriff-elect 
Steve Guthrie. (J^^) Subsequently Butler asked Guthrie if he would 
assist the police department with its investigation of Jones’ activi- 
ties. (3S5) Guthrie agreed, on the condition that recordings be made of 
his conversations with Jones. (J^^) Butler agreed, and arrangements 
were made with the Texas Rangers to have the meetings recorded. 
Thereafter, Guthrie and Butler met with Jones on several occasions. 
Some of Jones’ associates also were present at several of the meetings. 

(606) The committee obtained the original recordings of these meet- 
ings. It also acquired partial transcriptions of the recordings and 
Butler’s detailed notes. (^W') The following sequence of events has 
been developed from the review of these documents.** 

(608) Jones and Guthrie met for the first time on November 1, 
1946. (J^7) During their conversation, Jones mentioned some people 
from Chicago who had moved to Dallas — Marcus Lipsky, James Wein- 
berg, Paul Dabriola, Julian Breakstone, Lou Schneider, and Jimmy 
Barcella. Jones also discussed the opening of a club in Dallas and 
stated: 

Here is my proposition to you. You pick a man, a local man, 
we will put him in business. We will rent him a building but 
we will finance it. We will put in some juke boxes, some mar- 
ble tables, some sort of slot machines. We will get hiin a 
mechanic and a pickup truck. We will start hustling getting 


♦Prepared by Donald A. Purdy, Jr., senior staff counsel, and Leslie H. Wizel- 
man, staff researcher. 

♦♦Jones and Butler had several meetings during this period which offered 
nothing pertinent to the resolution of this issue, and they, therefore, are not 
discussed. 
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him some locations, legitimately, no muscles attached. Some- 
body that you trust. If you trust him, I trust him. We will 
furnish him all the slot machines, marble tables, punch- 
boards, et cetera. We will operate and there will be only one 
gambling house in the county. 

Jones also stated they would bring in only one man from Chicago, 
‘‘who is capable of stopping the money.” Jones described the 

man as looking like a preacher and being neither a “dago” nor a 
J ew. { 330 ) The other people would be local people, naming as examples 
Bob Fletcher, Tom Cooley, and Sherman Little. (JJi) 

(609) On November 3. 1946, Jones called Butler from Chicago and 
told him that two headmen from the syndicate and two others from 
Las Vegas, Nev., would be arriving in Dallas on November 5, 1946. 
{ 332 ) on November 5, 1946, Jones and Jack Knapp registered at the 
Adolphus Hotel in Dallas. (JJJ) Jones introduced Butler to Knapp 
and informed Butler that his other men, including “their big lawyer 
from Chicago,” would be in Dallas the next day.(JJ^) According to 
Butler’s notes : 

Jones talked about buying the Chicken Bar at Fort 
Worth cutoff and Industrial Boulevard for $185,000. The 
money to come from his people and the place to be converted 
into a gambling club and night spot. He said other locations 
were discussed out this was the perfect location. (JJ5) 

Jones also stated that : 

After things were going smoothly he would take off and 
leave the operation in the hands of an equally experienced 
man who has been here for some time [Harry Homstein]. 
{ 336 ) 

(610) On November 6, 1946, Jones and Knapp met Guthrie and 
Butler at Guthrie’s home; this meeting was also recorded, (JJ7) That 
evening, Pat Manning arrived in Dallas, and another meeting was ar- 
ranged for November 7, 1946. (JJ^) Jones, Knapp, Manning, Guthrie, 
and Butler were present at the November 7 meeting. Manmng identi- 
fied himself as being involved in the policy business in Chicago. (JJ5) 
A teletype, dated November 8, 1946, from the Chicago FBI office, ad- 
vised that Manning was believed to be Pat Manno, “who is in actuality 
a member of the Chicago syndicate and close friend of Joe Batters,” 
also known as Anthony Accardo, a leader in the Chicago syndi- 
cate. (J^^^) 

(611) According to Butler, the November 7 meeting included dis- 
cussions of : 

various problems in connections with fixing the various peo- 
ple involved. . . , It was indicated that already in the bag 
were: A1 Templeton, Gonzales, Will Wilson and that the city 
would be an easy changeover, come the April election. (J^i) 

(612) The subject of the “local man” who would serve as a front 
man came up again during the conversation. Manning asked Jones if 
the man had been chosen. Knapp responded, “Well, we’ve got a lot of 
prospects. We have got a half dozen.” (^^) Later in the discussion 
Manning said they were not going to bring any people from Chicago 
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into this arrangement, relying instead entirely on “local fellows.” (5^) 
Specific names of the local participants were not mentioned. There 
was also some discussion of undesirable characters in Dallas, including 
Lois Green, Johnnie Grissaffi, Junior Thomas, Mac Barnes, Monk 
Wright, Bennie Binion, and A1 Meadows. (J^) 

(613) Jones and Knapp left Dallas for Chicago on November 8, 
1946. On November 14, 1946. Jones called Butler from Syracuse, 
N. Y., and advised he was going to New York City and then to Chicago, 
where a meeting of the Chicago syndicate was planned for Novem- 
ber 18, 1946. This meeting was allegedly for the purpose of for- 
mulating plans for moving into gambling activities in Dallas. (J-47) 
Toll records indicate Jones was in Syracuse from November 13, 1946 
to November 24, 1946. {3^8) On November 20, 1946, Jones again called 
Butler from New York City and advised he had been in Chicago but 
had since returned to New York.(J4^) He said he was leaving New 
York for Chicago and would be in Dallas in 1 or 2 days.(J5^) 

(614) On November 23, 1946, Jones and Knapp arrived in Dal- 
las. (J57) Butler met them at the Adolphus Hotel. Butler again 
met with Jones on November 25, 1946. (J5J) Jones informed Butler 
that the man with him at the Adolphus Century Room on November 23 
was Bob Fletcher and that “Bob was ready to go. So were Johnny 
Andrews, Chilton, Day, and Little.” (J5^) Jones returned to Chicago 
on November 26, 1946. {355) 

(615) On December 2, 1946, Jones returned to Dallas and again 
spoke with Butler. {356) He told Butler that Knapp would be in Dallas 
the next day.(J57) He also said that Pete Strance and Bill Bundy, 
local Dallas characters, had recently been in Chicago and contacted 
Eddie Vogel, stating that they had “put up $168,000 to elect Jester 
for Governor and Guthrie for Sheriff and they had been given Dallas 
County.” (J55) They offered Vogel part of the “take” if he would 
finance them and return their $168,000. (J5P) According to Butler: 

This declaration by these men was made at about the same 
time Paul Jones made his. Paul was with Vogel and Manning 
at the time he last called Butler from Chicago. As a result oi 
this other proposition, coming from a fairly reliable source, 
Paul says his people are a little cold and willing to wait until 
Steve gets set before they start moving. (5^^) 

(616) On December 4, 1946, Butler told Jones to keep away from 
Dallas until after “the round up of the outside racketeers in Dallas,” 
but Jones decided not to leave Dallas. (J^7) On December 12, 1946, 
Butler visited Jones and was introduced to two men identified as 
Murray Humphreys and Jake Guzik, Chicago syndicate leaders. (J^^) 
Handwritten notes next to Butler’s notes stated that these two individ- 
uals were not actually Humphreys and Guzik. Later in his notes, 
Butler said that Dominic Joseph Blasi was the man introduced to 
him as Murray Humphreys. {363) 

(617) Jones, Butler and Guthrie met again on December 13, 1946. 
{36It) Jones said Pat Manning’s real name was Pat Manno, Jack 
Knapp’s real name, Jack Nitti.(J^5) According to Butler, Jones gave 
Guthrie some money and stated that Knapp and some of the other 
people would be in Dallas next week and there would be “one last 
meeting.” (J^^) 
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(618) On December 18, 1946, Butler contacted Jones who advised 
that Knapp and “another man from Chicago” were in Dallas, (^^^7) 
Jones also stated he was going to bring his local representatives, Jesse 
Chilton, to the meeting with Guthrie in the afternoon. {368) 

(619) During the evening of December 18, Jones was arrested along 
with Don Blasti, alias Dominic Joseph Blasi, and Knapp, alias Komeo 
Jack Nitti. (J^P) Jesse Chilton was also arrested. (J7^) According to 
Butler, charges were filed against everyone but Blasi. {371 ) They were 
charged with attempted bribery of elected officials and held without 
bond. (t^7^) In 1947, Jones was convicted of attempted bribery and 
released on appeal bond. {373) 

ruby’s alleged involvement 
Treatment hy the Warren Commission 

(620) The FBI reviewed the transcripts of the recordings of the 
meetings, but not the actual recordings. (^7-^) It was noted in the FBI 
report that some of the recordings had been inaudible and a detailed 
transcription had been impossible to make.(J75) Consequently, the 
recordings had not been fully transcribed, but merely summarized. 
{376) Following its review of these transcriptions, the FBI concluded 
that they failed to disclose any mention of Jack Ruby.(J77) 

(621) The FBI also interviewed George Butler, who stated, accord- 
ing to the FBI report of the interview : 

Ruby was not involved in the bribery attempt. In fact he 
had never heard of Ruby until after the investigation and 
trial had been completed. He [Butler] stated the way Ruby 
came into the picture was a number of individuals who were 
involved in the bribery attempt and in particular Paul Roland 
Jones began “hanging” out at Ruby’s club after the sentence. 
{378) 

{ 622 ) Carl F. Hansson, who was chief of police in Dallas during 1946, 
was also interviewed. He stated that during the Jones investigation 
he had “on several occasions” read the transcripts of the recordings 
taken of the various interviews, and he did not recall the name Ruby 
ever being mentioned. He stated that “he positively does not think that 
the name of Jack Ruby ever came up in the recorded interviews of 
Jones by Guthrie and Butler.” (J75) 

(623) The FBI report of Steve Guthrie’s interview provides the 
following version of Ruby’s involvement: 

Jack Ruby at that time was a “small time peanut” with 
this group who were going to bribe Guthrie. Ruby’s name 
came up on numerous occasions, according to Guthrie, as 
being the person who would take over a very fabulous restau- 
rant at Industrial and Commerce Streets in Dallas. The floor 
of that building was to be a regular restaurant and the upper 
floor would be used for gambling. Ruby was to run this 
club. Jack Ruby never in person talked with Guthrie about 
this matter and, in fact, Guthrie and Ruby had no conver- 
sation during this investigation. However, according to 
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Guthrie, Kuby’s name constantly came up as being the per- 
son who would run the restaurant and Guthrie said if the 
records can still be heard, Kuby’s name will be heard on 
numerous occasions. 

(624) Two Chicago reporters also indicated they had information 
that Ruby was involved in the bribery case. Frank Kiernan, special 
assistant to the U.S. attorney in Chicago, received the information 
from Jack Wilner, a crime reporter for the Chicago Daily News. 
{381) Wilner had stated that Ruby was reportedly involved in 1947 
with Nick de John, Paul Labriola, Marcus Lipsky, and Jones in an 
effort to take over gambling in the Texas area. {382) Morton Wil- 
liam Newman, also a reporter from the Chicago Daily News, ^ated 
he had heard from George Butler that Ruby was involved in an 
attempt to bribe Guthrie, {383) He was also advised that Ruby was 
a particularly close friend of Jones. {38J^) 

(625) When interviewed by the FBI, Jones stated, according to 
the interview report: 

* * * He had never mentioned the name of Jack Ruby, 
and that he could be sure of this, because he had never heard 
of Jack Ruby at this time. He said that he is sure that 
neither Manno nor Nappi had mentioned Ruby during the 
conversations and negotiations with Butler and Guthrie, 
as Jones was present at all of them. He stated in addition 
the conversations had not had to do with exactly who would 
be operating in the Dallas area, and thus there would have 
been no occasion for discussion of Ruby or anyone else as 
the person who was to operate a restaurant at Industrial 
and Commerce Streets. {385) 

(626) Jack Ruby did, in fact, know Jones. The Warren Commis- 
sion states that Ruby was friendly with “numerous underworld 
figures” and included Jones among thepa. {386) It appears, how- 
ever, that Ruby did not meet Jones until after Jones was arrested 
for the bribery attempt and released on appeal bond. 

(627) When Jack Ruby was interviewed by Federal narcotics 
agents in October 1947, he stated he had known Jones for the past 
4 or 5 months. {387) He had been introduced to him by his sister, 
Eva Grant, but had never spoken to him in Chicago. (388) In a 
1963 interview. Ruby stated he met Paul Jones in 1947 “at the Sil- 
ver Spur, it was the Singapore Club first, on Ervay Street here in 
Dallas.” {389) 

(628) Eva Grant stated in her testimony before the Warren Com- 
mission that she was introduced to Jones by Dr. Weldon Duncan. {390) 
IVhen asked by the Warren Commission if Jones knew Ruby, she 
responded, “If he did — no ; I doubt if he ever even heard of him * * *” 
and “I don’t think he has ever seen him — well, wait a minute, he may 
have seen the man or heard about him.”(J5i) Grant was then asked 
if Ruby knew Jones at the time of Jones’ narcotics case (fall of 1947). 
She responded : 

I don’t think he ever saw him as far as I know, but I want 
to tell you that Paul Roland Jones went to Chicago during 
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the period of those 6 months and he did meet my brother 
Hyman, I don’t know what conversation my brother had — 
my brother thought he was a nice guy — we didn’t know any- 
thing about his background. 

(629) When Hyman Rubenstein was asked if Jack Ruby knew Jones, 

he replied, “He never met Jones. I met Jones through {393) 

(630) Jones provided yet a different version of his introduction to 
Ruby. He stated that following his conviction in 1947, he was released 
on appeal bond and met Dr. Duncan and Hva Grant in Dallas. (JiP-4) 
A short time later, he went to Cliicago and was in the company of 
Paul Labriola, James Weinburg, and possibly Danny Lardino.(J^J) 
The FBI report on the intei'view with Jones contains the following: 

They had been in the Congress Hotel to see a man there ^d 
met Ruby, whom Jones did not at that time know, coming 
across the lobby of the hotel. Those with Jones had addressed 
Ruby by name and introduced him to Jones. (J^^) 

(631) According to Jones, Ruby asked him about the doctor with 
whom Eva was associating. {397) The report states, “The others accom- 
panying Jones had told him that Ruby was ‘OK.’ ”(J^^) Jones there- 
fore told Ruby the doctor had a bad reputation, and Ruby said he 
planned on going to Dallas to straighten his sister out and asked if 
Jones would help him. The FBI* report notes that, “One of those accom- 
panying Jones had again replied that Ruby was all right and urged 
Jones to help which Jones had agreed to do,”(JPP) A “few days later” 
Jones returned to Dallas, and about the same time Ruby also appeared 
in Dallas, Ruby contacted Jones and asked him for assistance in locat- 
ing an apartment. (4^(?) 

(632) Jones relat^ substantially the same version of his first meet- 
ing with Ruby in an interview on December 17, 1963. (-4^7) He added, 
however, that Eva Grant had arranged the meeting between Jones, 
Labriola, and Weinberg. (4^^) 

(633) In interviews after the assassination. Ruby stated he had 
moved to Dallas in June 1947 and opened a nightclub with his sister. 
{Jf03) Late in 1947, he had returned to Chicago for a few weeks, but 
his sister asked him to come back to help her with the club. (^(9^) 

(634) Ruby was having some difficulty in various “merchandizing 
deals” in Chicago,* so he agreed to return. {Jf05) 

(635) The Warren Commission concluded on the basis of the above 
investigation that Jack Ruby was not involved in the 1946 bribery 
case.(47?<?) The report states that “the Commission finds it difficult 
to accept” the report by Steve Guthrie that during the bribery meet- 
ings the “criminals frequently mentioned that Ruby would operate 
a ‘fabulous’ restaurant as a front for gambling activities.” (j}^^) 


•Ruby was probably referring to the disputes he was having with his 
brothers about the operation of Earl Products. {J^OS) The Warren report states 
that Jack Ruby “stayed with the company through most of 1947” and that he 
“had many disputes with his brothers because he insisted on selling the products 
of other companies, such as costume jewelry, and he did not like traveling outside 
of the Chicago area.”(-iy7) 
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Treatment iy the Committee 

(636) The committee obtained the original recordings of the vari- 

ous meetings between Jones, Butler, and Guthrie. These were sent to 
Bolt Beranek and Newman, Inc. to be recorded onto cassette tapes 
which were then reviewed. The original recordings were of such poor 
quality, however, that it was impossible to determine on the cassettes 
if Ruby’s name ever came up during the conversations. It also ap- 
peared that two recordings were missing. An FBI report from Ruby’s 
FBI file refers to 22 phonograph records the committee only 

acquired 20. They were in the possession of George Butler. 

(637) The committee reviewed the partial transcriptions of the re- 
cordings that had been reviewed by the FBI. It looked for any refer- 
ence to or mention of Ruby. The review failed to reveal any references 
to Ruby or Rubenstein, Hyman Rubenstein, Eva Grant, Earl Ruby, 
the Silver Spur or the Singapore Club. 

(638) The Chicago Crime Commission provided the committee with 
two memoranda concerning organized crime in Dallas. One, dated 
“about 1946,” contained background information about “Chicago hood- 
lums who have been operating in the Dallas area for the past several 
months.” (^ii) They were James Weinberg, Paul Ross, Paul Labriola, 
Martin Oclis, Julian R. Breakstone, Charles R. Coy, Nick de John, 
Jake Guzik, Harry Hornstein, Paul Mann, Louis Snyder, Jake Keller, 
Marcus Lipsky, Sam Yaras, and Paul Jones. (^^) Attached to this 
memorandum was a list of names not of record in the Dallas Police 
Department. (-^iJ) Neither the memorandum nor the list made any 
reference to or mention of Jack Ruby or Rubenstein, Eva Grant, the 
Silver Spur or the Singapore Club. 

(639) The other memorandum is a general background report of 
“rackets in Dallas.” (^i^) It discusses generally the background of 
organized criminal activity in Dallas and the Jones bribery case. 
Again, there was no reference to or mention of Jack Ruby, his rela- 
tives or business interests. 

(640) The committee also obtained some of Butler’s original notes. 
They contained no reference to Jack Ruby during the relevant time 
period of the fall of 1946. Butler’s notes, dated October 21, 1947, did, 
however, mention Jack Ruby and Eva Grant. (4i^) On this date, 
Butler had interviewed Homer Raymond Padgett, who told him: 

* * * he bad worked as manager of the Singapore Club 
for several months. Padgett stated he became very curious 
about the people and characters who hang around the place 
and about 3 months ago, when he tried to overhear what some 
of the bunch were talking about, one jumped up and started 
beating him with a blackjack. Sitting at the table that night 
were Paul Jones, Abe Schepps, Jack Ruby, and two more 
characters known to him as Tony and David They accused 
him more or less as a stool pigeon, one grabbed him arms 
behind his back and Jack Rose [sic] started on him with a 
sap. Padgett said that the Chicago bunch is gradually mov- 
ing in, a few at a time. Two men have been placed in the shoe 
department at Neiiuan Marcus Co. They wore placed there 
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under orders by a man named Max, who operates the Earl 
Products, Co. in Chicago. Max seems to be the big man who 
gives the orders * * * Mi's. Eva Grant is the front for the 
Singapore Club * * * When Grant died [Eva’s husband], 
apparently of natural causes, she inherited about $100,000 
in cash. Her brother Jack Ruby [whose real name is Ruben- 
stein] and two others “beat” Mrs. Grant for nearly all her 
money. (4J7) 

(641) When Eva Grant was asked about this allegation, she con- 

firmed that Padgett, known to her as “Pat,” was a floorman and 
bouncer for the Singapore Club. She said that Jack Ruby beat 
Padgett because Padgett had cursed Ruby. Grant also knew Abo 
Schepps but could not remember anyone by the name of Tony or 
David. She stated that her husband did not work most of the 

time and did not leave her any money. (4^i) Grant did not recall any- 
one by the name of Max who was associated with Earl Products. (4^^) 

(642) Both Grant and Sam Ruby were questioned regarding their 
knowledge of or association with the individuals involved in the brib- 
ery attempt. Grant stated in one interview that in 1947, just prior to 
the opening of the Singapore Club, she was visited by Captain Reeves 
and an officer named Swanson or Hansson from the Dallas Police De- 
partment. They had asked her questions about knowing A1 Capone 
and gangsters from Chicago who were visiting her club. At that time, 
she stated, she had been keeping company with Dr. Duncan, who in- 
troduced her to Jones who subsequently offered to buy her club, but 
without success. Jones, however, did use the phone in the club on sev- 
eral occasions. (4^5) 

(643) In a subsequent interview, Grant said it was possible she first 
met Jones in the fall of 1946.(4^4) Grant was not sure whether she 
had introduced her brother. Jack Ruby, to Jones. She noted that it 
was shortly after her arrival from the west coast that she first met 
Captain Reeves and Chief Hansson. (^^J) She stated that subsequent 
to her meeting with Hansson in 1947. he asked her for and was given 
two cases of b^r.(^^^) She said the last two times she saw^ Jones were 
just after he got out of jail in the late 1940 ’s and in I960, when he 
visited the Vegas Club. (^^7) Grant said that Nick de John was a 
friend of Jones and Dr. Duncan, and she implied she know de John 
through them.(4^<5) 

(644) Neither Grant nor Sam Ruby had any personal knowledge of 
Benny Binion, James Weinberg, Martin Ochs, Jake Guzik, Marcus 
Lipsky. Tony Accardo, Pete Strance, Bill Bundy, Eddie Vogel, Gus 
Alex, Lou Schneider, Paul Ross, Charles Coy or Julian Break- 
stone. (4^5) Grant, however, did recall that Sam Yaras ran a slot- 
machine business in Dallas and also did a lot of business with Jones in 
connection with juke boxes. (^5<9) She indicated that she had juke 
boxes in the club from 1945 to 1948.(^57) 

( 645 ) The committee interviewed and deposed George Butler regard- 
ing Ruby’s involvement in the bribery case and relations with Chicago 
gangsters who wore in Dallas. Butler stated that: 

In 1947-48 some members of the Capone organization were 
trying to move gambling into Dallas and he along with Sheriff 
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Steve Guthrie, Chief of Police Carl Hansson, Eanger W, E. 
(Dub) Naylor, and Col, Homer Garrison set them up where 
they either went to jail or left town { 1 ^ 2 ) 

(646) Butler said he had a ‘‘snitch'’ in the Capone outfit who told 
him Euby had been considered too emotional and erratic and that the 
syndicate had no use for him and did not want anything to do with 

Butler’s informant was later identified as Jones. 

( 647) “\^en asked if Euby ’s or Grant’s name ever came up in his con- 
versations with Jones, Butler responded : 

Yeah, when — when Paul Jones — you know, we were in the 
midst of all this session that was going on. He would tell me 
about all the bigwheels in the syndicate, and he said there was 
a guy coming in here that — from Chicago, but he’s not part of 
us. He’s too emotional. He’s too He doesn’t have ^e sta- 

bility that they like in their gangster connections, and he did 
mention that they had opened a place, I think, called the 
Silver Spur or the Silver Slipper. (4<f5) 

(648) When asked for details regarding the Chicago criniinals in 
Dallas, Butler identified Nick de John, Paul Labriola, Martin Ochs, 
James Barcella, Danny Lardino, Sam Yaras, Lou Schneider, Jake 
Guzik, Julian Breakstone, Paul Eoss, Charles Coy, and Dave Yaras as 
being part of the “Chicago group.” (^^6) 

(649) Butler stated he used to talk to Jones “every time he’d see him 
on the street.” (4<57) Jones became Butler’s informant shortly after 
the election in 1946 and at one point told Butler that “Euby didn’t 
amount to anything, but he was trying to get in with them.” { 438 ) 
According to Butler, Jones’ explanation for Euby’s move to Dallas was 
that Euby had been run out of San Francisco. { 439 ) J ones told Butler, 
“He's not part of us. He wants to be, but he’s no part of us.”(^4^) 

(650) When asked about Steve Guthrie’s statement that Euby was 
part of the Chicago group, Butler stated he did not “buj it” because : 

I was closer to them than anybody. I’d go into their hous^ 
and listen to all that stuff, and they’d baring characters in 
here like Manno from Chicago and some of those other top 
hoodlums, and Euby never was around * * * I think Steve 
had the impression that they were going to use Euby to run 
that Venus cafe, a gambling joint, after they opened up, 
but in these tapes they definitely say they’re going to use 
local people and not going to use any Jews, and I don’t know 
why the Jewish angle came up in this thing. (4J7) 

(651) When Butler was asked if Euby was part of the Chicago or- 
ganized crime group that moved to Dallas, Butler replied, “I^ say 
that positively in my opinion he wasn’t.” (.^4^) Butler stated that 
the Chicago group did not trust Euby “or have confidence in his 
stability.”(-iJJ) 

(652) The committee reviewed Jones’ FBI file. This file contained 
information about the bribery attempt but made no reference to J ack 
Euby being involved in the incident. 

(653) On the basis of the above investigation and research, it would 
seem that there is no substantial evidence linking Euby to the at- 
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tempted bribery of Steve Guthrie. Ruby did know Jones and may 
have known other individuals who were involved in the incident 
or who were Chicago gangsters who had moved to Dallas. Ruby 
may also have desired to participate in the bribery attempt or be part 
of the Chicago group generally, but there is no significant evidence 
that he did in fact participate. There is also no evidence that Ruby 
was to be involved in the final setup of the gambling establishment, 
had the bribery attempt been successful, or that Ruby came to Dallas 
for that purpose. Jones did state he would bring one man from the 
outside into the arrangement and that the remainder of the partici- 
pants would be local people. R is doubtful that Jones had Ruby 
in mind at that time as the ‘‘outside representative,' since Jones 
had not yet met Ruby. (The evidence indicates Ruby did not meet 
Jones until after the bribery attempt had failed.) Jones mentioned 
several people who might have been involved in the operation of the 
gambling club,(J4J) but apparently he did not mention Jack Ruby. 

(654) That this incident occurred in 1946 made it difficult, if not 
impossible, to resolve definitely. The primary participants are dead, 
including Jones, Labriola, Weinberg, de John, Nitti, and Manno.( 
Memories have faded, and there would have been no reason for peo- 
ple to attach any significance to Jack Ruby’s name at tha^ timr It is, 
therefore, unreasonable to expect witnesses to remember, in detail, 
Jack Ruby in the 1940’s. In addition, the committee was unable to 
interview Steve Guthrie. 

(655) Despite problems with obtaining statements from witn<"sses, 
the documentary evidence regarding this incident is detai^ 1 and com- 
prehensive. George Butler’s notes and the FBI reports and transcripts 
of the recordings provided a surprisingly clear picture of the meetings 
that occurred in 1946. Because of the comprehensiveness of this cover- 
age, it is logical to assume that had Ruby been involved in any signifi- 
cant way, his name would have appeared some place among these 
documents. On the basis of a review of these documents and the re- 
cordings, it would seem that Ruby kne^v Jones, but there was no sig- 
nificant evidence of his participation in the the bribery attempt. 

C. Ruby’s Activittes Invot.ving Cuba* 

TRIPS TO CUBA 

(656) The Warren Commission Report makes reference to a trip 
Jack Ruby made to Cuba : 

In September 1959, Ruby traveled to Havana as a guest 
of a close friend and known gambler, Lewis J. McWillie. 
Both Ruby and McWillie state the trip was purely 
social. (JJ7) 

The report explicitly states that there “is no reliable evidence that 
Ruby went to Havana subsequent to September 1959.*’ (4J<S) Inter- 
estingly, it contains no such statement about prior trips, nor even 
mentions that possibility. 

(657) Although admitting some “uncertainty’* about Ruby’s trip to 
Cuba, the report strongly implies the trip was purely for vacation. It 
concludes that there was “no substantiation * * * for rumors linking 
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Ruby with pro- or anti-Castro Cuban activities. It does, how- 
ever, state that Ruby might have been involved as a middleman in a 
jeep sale to Cuba.(^t?) Despite this, the possibility that Ruby’s trip 
might have been connected to organized crime interests was not 
discussed. 

(658) There was evidence that two Warren Commission staff attor- 
neys, Leon D. Hubert and Burt W. Griffin, who were assigned to 
investigate the Ruby area, had doubts about the report’s conclusions. 
In a memorandum to the Commission, dated March 19, 1964, they 
discussed Ruby’s activities with regard to Cuba, specifically stating: 

The number and length of Ruby’s stays to Cuba are not 
entirely clear. Ruby admits to having been in Cuba only once : 
in 1959 for about 10 days. However, records of the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service show that Ruby flew to 
Havana from Miami on the night of September 12, 1959, and 
returned to New Orleans on September 13, 1959. Ruby has 
not explained this trip, unless it is the trip to which Ruby ad- 
mits, (^i) 

(659) The memorandum also stated that Ruby claimed his trip to 
Cuba was to discuss with McWillie “gambling opportunities in 
Cuba.” (4^^) 

(660) Gri&i and Hubert further discussed various rumors which 
they characterized as “possible links among Ruby, Oswald, and vari- 
ous Cuba groups.” (4^^) These includ^ the possibility that Ruby 
might have been involved in illegal activities in Cuba. (^^) The two 
men stated that the rumors had not been “sufficiently investigated or 
substantiated.” (4^5) 

(661) In his testimony before the committee, Griffin stated that the 
Warren Commission’s investigation did not adequately focus on the 
possibility that Ruby was involved in illegal activities with 
Cuban elements who might have had contact with Oswald. {4S6) 

(662) In a letter dated April 3, 1964, the Warren Commission 
requested the FBI to conduct further investigation so as “to clari:^ 
the number of trips which Ruby made to Cub^a in 1959 and succeed- 
ing years.” (4^7) This letter also requested that the FBI investigate 
further several of the allegations raised in Hubert’s and Griffin’s 
memorandum. The FBI did reinterview several of the individuals 
they had previously interviewed. (4^5) Nevertheless, a review of 
Jack Ruby’s FBI file and Warren Commission documents failed to 
reveal any resolution of these issues, 

(663) In light of its conclusions, the Commission either did not f^y 
investigate the allegations and rumors raised by Hubert and Griffin 
or, if it did investigate, concluded that these issues did not warrant in- 
clusion in the report. This omission has raised serious questions among 
critics of the Warren Commission. Allegations ha\ c been made re- 
garding both the number of Ruby’s trips and the activities he pursued 
on them. One critic claimed Ruby “may have traveled to Havana six 
or more times,” (4J^) another that Ruby “developed a business inter- 
est in Cuba.” (-4^^) It has also been suggested that Ruby was serving 



160 


as a courier for organized crime figures. ( 4^7 ) In addition, allega- 
tions have arisen regarding possible associations between Rubv and 
organized crime members who were involved m tl.e CIA Mafia plots 
to assassinate Fidel Castro. One of the most serious is that Kuby 
assisted in obtaining the release of Santos Trafficante, Jr., a leading 
organized crime member, from a Cuban prison. The evidence 
would seem to indicate that the Warren Commission’s inadequate in- 
vestigation of Ruby’s trips was a major reason for the resulting 
speculation and that the issue warranted further investigation. 

(664) While the committee acquired additional information regard- 
ing some of these activities, the evidence was not sufficient to resolve 
all the allegations. 

Statements hy Ruby 

(665) FBI and Secret Service inter-mexes, — On December 2, 1963, 
Ruby was interviewed b}’ Secret Service Agent Moore. The report of 
this interview states : 

Ruby admitted to Agent Moore that he did make a trip 
to Cuba, which was supposed to last for 10 days, on an invi- 
tation from Louis McWillie, described by Agent Moore as 
a gambler who is well known in Fort Worth and Dallas, Tex. 
McWillie was known to run gambling games in Dallas prior 
to 1959, according to Moore * * *. McWillie, according to 
Ruby, wrote Ruby or sent wmrd to Ruby in Dallas that !ie, 
McWillie, would like for Ruby to visit him in Havana. 
McWillie reportedly sent Ruby plane tickets to Havana a.nd 
Ruby went down as a guest. Ruby told Agent Moore although 
he was supposed to spend 10 days in Cuba, following his 
arrival, he found he did not have a good time as he expected, 
he was not a gambler, and after several days in Havana wdth 
nothing to do, he was glad to return to Dallas. ( ) 

(666) On December 21, 1963, Ruby was interview^ed by FBI Special 
Agent C. Ray Hall.fJ^J) Ruby stated he had visited McWillie in 
Havana, Cuba, during August 1959. (.4^^) He lived at the Fosca 
Apartments with McWillie for 8 to 10 days. (4^7) Ruby claimed he 
spent all his time in Havana “except to go to a small area on one 
occasion with one of the Fox brothers who owmed the Tropi- 
cana.(J^S)” Ruby also told Hall he had never been in Cuba “since or 
before.” (4^P) 

(667) Warren Gommission Testimony. — During Ruby’s testimony 
before the Warren Commission, he repeatedly stated he had been in 
Cuba only once(J70) and that this trip was in August 1959.(^77) 
The visit was made at the invitntion of McWillie, who sent him his 
airplane ticket. (J7^) When asked about his travel route to and from 
Cuba, Ruby appeared confused. He stated : 

I think I told Mr. Moore I stopped in New Orleans. Some- 
time I stopped in New Orleans, and I don’t remember if I 
stopped in Florida or New Orleans, but I know I did stop in 
New Orleans, because I bought some Carioca rum coming 
back. T know T was to Miami on a stopover. It could have been 
on the way back. ( J75) 
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Continuing, Ruby conjectured : 

* * * here is what could have happened. I could have made — 
a double stop from Havana on the way back in taking in 
Miami, and then taking another plane to New Orleans, I am 
not certain. But I only made one trip to Havana. Yet I know 
I was in Miami, Fla., and I was in New Orleans. (^7^) 

(668) According to Ruby, when he arrived in Havana, the Cuban 
customs agents delayed him “for hours” while searching his lug- 
gage. Ruby claimed the reason for this delay was the discovery 
in his luggage of a photograph of one of the Fox brothers. Rubv 
stated McWillie met him at the airport (^7^) and that he stayed witn 
McWillie at Volk’s Apartments in Havana for approximately 8 
days. (^77) Ruby again stated he was bored in Cuba. (.^75) The only 
activities Ruby discussed were going to the club every evening with 
McWillie and swimming at the Capri and Nacional once or 
twice. (^7^) He stated he was with McWillie “constantly.” {J^SO) 

(669) During Ruby’s polygraph examination, he again spoke of 
his trip to Cuba : 

When people ask me — they say, “Jack, you went to 
Havana, Cuba” and I say, “I went there for a vacation.” They 
say, “How long did you stay ?” When I say, “8 days” you some- 
how have got to answer specifically that it was a vacation, 
because a person can be very evasive and say he went for a 
vacation but yet had other dealings there. {JfSl) 

(670) Following this statement, Assistant District Attorney Wil- 
liam Alexander asked Ruby if his trip to Cuba was purely for vaca- 
tion and pleasure; Ruby replied, “That’s right.” (.^) During the 
actual examination. Special Agent Herndon asked Ruby if he did 
business with Castro and Cuba; Ruby replied, “No.”(4^J) Herndon 
also asked if Ruby’s trip to Cuba was solely for pleasure, to which 
Ruby replied “Yes.”(-i5^) Unfortunately, the conditions under which 
the polygraph examination was conducted were such that the test has 
to considered invalid, and therefore the results cannot be inter- 
preted. (-^^5) 

(671) Other Statements . — Ruby made several statements to other in- 
dividuals regarding his trip and activities in Cuba. An FBI interview 
report on Clarence Rector states : 

He [Rector] went to Cuba for 2 days in late 1959 and in 
early 1960 he was back in Dallas and went to the Vegas Qub 
and saw Ruby. He mentioned he had been to Cuba and Ruby 
stated he had recently been to Cuba himself, as he and some 
associates were trying to get some gambling concessions at a 
casino there but it did not work out. {486) 

(672) The FBI also interviewed Tony Otillar, a ticket agent for 
Delta Airlines in New Orleans. (4^) According to the FBI report of 
this interview; 

* * * approximately 7 years ago Jack Ruby flew from New 
Orleans to Havana, Cuba. At that time Ruby was at the New 
Orleans Airport to catch this flight. Otillar stnick up a con- 
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versation with him and then became acquainted with him. He 
advised that prior to leaving on the flight, Ruby made a long 
distance call to Dallas, Tex., and talked with someone who 
was employed at his nightclub. He told whoever he was talk- 
ing to that he w’as going to Havana and that the entire trip 
was being paid for by someone else and was not costing him 
anything. He advised the person he was speaking to on the 
telephone not to disclose his whereabouts unless it was to the 
police or some other official agency. 

(673) Alice Nichols, who dated Ruby during the 1950’s, informed 
the committee that in September 1959 Ruby called her and told her he 
was going to Cuba on vacation. {1^89) Nichols believed Ruby was away 
for 1 or 2 weeks. She provided the committee with a postcard of the 
Fosca Building as seen from the Nacional that she had received from 
Ruby. (4^6^) Dated September 8, 1959, it states: 

Dear Alice, the Tropicana is beautiful and do wish you were 
here. These people are the most carefree I’ve ever seen. They 
party in the street all nite. This is the building we are staying 
in, Mac says hello. — Love, Jack.(4^i) 

(674) The committee interviewed Samuel Ruby, Jack’s brother, on 
December 27, 1977.(4^) He stated that some time in 1960 Jack Ruby 
had told him that McWillie had sent him a ticket to visit him in Cuba 
and that while there he had met George Raft.(4^J) Jack Ruby also 
told his brother that he had only spent a weekend in Cuba. (4^4) 

(675) Wally Weston, a comedian and emcee who worked for Ruby, 
informed the committee that while visiting Ruby in jail some time 
after Ruby was convicted, Ruby mentioned Cuba : 

When I went to see him [Jack Ruby] that one time he was 
shook he said gez, Wally, now they’re going to And out about 
Cuba, they’re going to ^d out about the guns, find out about 
New Orleans, find out about everything. (4^5) 

(676) Robert Ray McKeown told the committee that Ruby had vis- 
ited him in 1959 to discuss selling equipment (i.e., jeeps) to Castro. 
{496) McKeown claimed Ruby told him he knew some members of the 
Mafia in Cuba and had visited the country once while on vacation. 

{W) 

Statements hy Lewis J. McWillie 

(677) FBI and Warren Commission investigation , — McWillie was 
first asked about his relationship with Jack Ruby on November 25, 
1963, when he was interviewed by the FBI.(4^<5) According to the 
report of this interview, McWillie said that “some time in 1959, Ruby 
had been in Cuba for about a 1-week vacation and he had seen Ruby 
there at that time.” (4^^) McWillie disclosed no additional informa- 
tion about Ruby’s trip. 

(678) During this initial interview, the FBI also asked McWillie 
about a statement made by Elaine Mynier, a mutual friend of Jack 
Ruby and McWillie. (5^) Mynier had advised the FBI that shortly 
after Castro took over, she took a vacation to Cuba. Ruby had given 
her a “short-written message in code consisting of letters and numbers 
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and including the word ^arriving’ '' and asked her to convey this mes- 
sage to McWillie,(5^i) In a later FBI interview, Mynier said Ruby 
gave the message to her in Dallas and told her to “tell McWillie that 
Sparky from Chicago is coming.” (5^?^) She delivered the message that 
said McWillie made some comment about Ruby to the effect that “he is 
n\its:\603) 

(679) When asked about Elaine Mynier. McWillie advised that she 
was a resident of Dallas who worked for the Avis rental agency at the 
Dallas airport, and that she was acquainted with Ruby.(J^^) Mc- 
Willie remembered that she had visited Havana and stayed for ap- 
p oximately 2 weeks. He denied that he had used her as a courier 
b ' ween Ruby and himself. 

( 80) The FBI reinterviewed McWillie on June 8, 1964. McWillie 
i pplied additional details about Ruby’s trip. (506) The report of this 
i terview states: 

In 1959, date unrecalled, he wrote to Ruby and asked him 
if he would like to come to Havana for a week. He stated there 
was no ulterior motive and that he had been a close friend of 
Ruby’s and extended this invitation as one would to a brother. 

He realized Ruby was working hard with his Dallas night- 
club and felt that Ruby needed a rest. Because the cost of 
plane tickets in Havana could be paid for by pesos for ap- 
proximately one-fifth of a cost of a ticket in the United States, 
he purchased a round trip ticket for Ruby at his own expense 
and mailed it to Ruby in Dallas, after which Ruby boarded 
a plane and flew to Havana for a visit. (507) 

McWillie believed that Ruby did some sightseeing while in Cuba and 
visited the Tropicana. (608) 

( 681 ) The F BI also interviewed Meyer R. Panitz, (509) a Miami resi- 
dent and friend of McWillie’s and Ruby’s. (5i^) McWillie had stated 
that Panitz was a bookmaker active in the gambling trade, Panitz ad- 
vised that in the summer of 1959, he was working at the Booker T. 
Lounge in Miami Beach, Fla. During this time, he received a phone call 
from McWillie who was in Cuba.(5ii) According to Panitz, McWillie 
told him that Ruby had visited him in Cuba and was then in Miami 
Beach. Panitz subsequently contacted Ruby at Wolfie’s Restaurant, 21st 
Street and Collins, in Miami Beach. (512) Panitz stated he visited Ruby 
on two occasions over a couple of days. (SIS) He could not recall the 
month of these visite but was somewhat certain it was in the summer of 
1959. (J/^) There is no evidence that the FBI questioned McWillie 
about the phone call to Panitz. 

(682) Another FBI report, dated March 26, 1964, provides additional 
information about McWillie’s associates. (515) 

As of May, 1960, McWillie was pitboss at the Riviera 
Casino, Havana, Cuba. Report reflects that it would appear 
McWillie solidified his syndicate connections through his asso- 
ciation in Havana, Cuba, with Santos Trafficante, well-known 
syndicate member, Tampa, Fla.; Meyer and Jake Lanski; 
Dino Cellini and others who were members of or associates oi 
“the syndicate.” (5iS) 
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(683) McWillie was not interviewed by members of the Warren 
Commission staff, and he did not testify before the Commission. 

(684) /iZ6‘ io the conimhtee , — I'lie committee first interviewed 
McWillie on May 21, 1977. (Ji7) In this interview, McWillie stated 
“that to his knowledge Ruby was in Cuba only one time as his 
guest.” He gave an explanation for Ruby’s visit that he had never 
mentioned previously — he wanted Ruby to contact Tony Zoppi, a Dal- 
las columnist, in the hope that Zoppi would come to Cuba and write a 
favorable story about the casino in which McWillie worked. (5iP) 
McWillie explained that Zoppi could not come to Cuba that that he 
gave Ruby a free trip. (5^{?) In a later statement, McWillie said Ruby 
never told him before his arrival in Cuba that Zoppi was not com- 
ing. (J^i) According to McWillie, Ruby stayed in Cuba 6 days. (5^^) 

(685) McWillie was also asked about an allegation made by John 
Wilson Hudson, a British journalist. A State Department cablegram 
from London, dated November 26, 1963, states that Hudson gave infor- 
mation to the American Embassy in London which indicated that 
Hudson was detained in Cuba in 1959 and that he knew “an American 
gangster named Santos while in Havana.” (J^J) Hudson also stated 
that “while in prison individual named Ruby would come to prison 
with person bringing food.”(5^J) A CIA release dated November 28, 
1963, states that Wilson said while he was in prison, “Santos” was 
visited frequently by an American gangster-type named Ruby. {525) 

(686) The “Santos” referred to by Hudson was probably Santos 
Trafficante, Jr., a powerful organized crime member detained in Cuba 
during the summer of 1959. 

(687) When asked about Trafficante in his first committee interview, 
McWillie stated Ruby did not know Trafficante. (5^(>) McWillie added 
that he also did not know Trafficante, acting as if he did not even 
recognize the name. {527) 

(688) The committee deposed McWillie on April 4, 1978.(5^5) At 
that time, McWillie reiterated his new explanation for Ruby’s trip, 
stating : 

When I was in the Tropicana, they [the Fox brothers, 
owners of the Tropicana] were hunting for business, trying 
to get business, and I suggested that I call Jack Ruby and 
have him get a liold of Tony Zoppi. Tony Zoppi is a well 
known columnist like Bishop, Earl Wilson, people like that. 
That’s the kind of a man he was in Dallas and all society 
people read his column. He wrote me back that they’d come 
over on a certain date. So I sent him two tickets, which the 
place paid for. Then I explained to him we would pay for 
their room. We figured he would get a lot of publicity from it 
and people from Dallas would come to Cuba. Later on, if I 
remember right. Jack came and said that, what’s his name, 
Tony couldn’t make it. That's the cause of all my prob- 
lems. (5^^) 

(689) McWillie also stated he asked Ruby to get in touch with Zoppi 
l^cause he did not know Zoppi too well and Ruby did. {530) Zoppi was 
an entertainment coliunnist for the Dallas Morning News whom Ruby 
visited frequently to obLain publicity for the acts at his ohxh.{531) 



165 


(690) In an effort to substantiate this version of events, McWillie 
supplied the committee with a letter, postmarked August 18, 1976, 
written by Zoppi to Matty Brescia, who had given it to McWillie’s 
brother. When McWillie first received this letter, it refreshed his 
memory regarding Zoppi. This letter states : 

Give my regard to McWillie next time you are in touch. 

Jack Ruby and I were supposed to visit him in Havana but 
I got sidetracked. Jack went on ahead and it caused Mack 
a lot of trouble over the years. The quick buck artists are 
saying Jack went down there to plan the assassination. He 
couldn't have planned a gas station holdup in those days. All 
of a sudden he’s a CIA agent, a Mafia don, etcetera, etcetera, 
sickening. 

(691) When McWillie was asked why he did not tell the FBI about 
Zoppi, he replied : 

I had just forgot about it, to tell you the truth. I was all 
shook up about the darn thing happening and it just slipped 
my mina.(JJJ) 

(692) McWillie said Ruby visited Cuba sometime in 1959, perhaps 
in August. When McWillie was informed that an article by Zoppi 
stated that the proposed trip was in December 1958, McWillie stated: 

Maybe I did call him before 1959. But I did call him in 1959 
again. If I did make a call in 1958, then I did make a call in 
1959. (JJ5) 

(693) Regarding Ruby’s stay in Cuba, McWillie stated Ruby stayed 
at a ^dittle hotel” which he could see from his apartment window in 
the “Foxa” building. (JJd) When asked about Ruby’s activities in 
Cuba, McWillie stated : 

He was right out there where I worked. Every morning 
when I got up he was there. When I left the place, he went 
with me to eat and went to bed. {537) 

McWillie also indicated Ruby might have gone to a show at the Capri 
once or twice, but added, “I don’t remember a darn thing he did but 
bug me all week,”(JJ5) 

(69^4) During his deposition, McWillie was again asked about Santos 
Trafficante. This time McWillie stated : 

* * * he knew who I was and he shook hands with me when 
he saw me, but that was it. I’ve been asked that a lot of times, 
too. But I didn’t know Mr. Trafficante intimately, no,{5S9) 

(695) McWillie could not recall if he had ever met Trafficante in the 
United States. (J^^) When asked if he visited Trafficante in a Cuban 
prison, Trescornia, McWillie said : 

I didn’t visit him. I went out there once or twice to visit a 
fellow, he was a dealer. He had a young son and a wife and he 
gambled all his money away. At times we would take up a col- 
lection amongst dealers and give him money. I went out there 
once or twice to see him.(Jj{/) 
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Continuing later: 

I saw everybody out there. Trafficante, I think he was in 
there * * * I saw him but I didn t talk to him * * * I don't 
know him that intimately. (S4^) 

(696) McWillie stated that he did not believe Ruby was visiting him 
at the time of his prison visits, but indicated he could have been.(^.j^) 
When asked if Rub}" visited the prison with him, McWillie stated : 

I really don’t know. It’s possible be could have but I don’t 
think, if he did, he went with me and I don't recall it but he 
could have. I don’t know for sure * * *, (S44) 

(697) In his deposition, McWillie was also questioned about both 
Meyer Panitz and Elaine Mynier. (5^^) McWillie believed Panitz was 
in Cuba when Ruby was there and could not recall telephoning Panitz 
in Miami to tell him Ruby was also in Miami. (^^^) McWillie stated 
he had dated Mynier but denied receiving a message from her that 
Ruby had sent from Dallas. (J^7) 

(698) McWillie also stated in his deposition that he had traveled to 
Miami on many occasions to deposit money in a Miami bank for the 
Fox brothers, the owners of the Tropicana. (S4^) 

(699) On August 16, 1978, McWillie was contacted by the committee. 
He repeated his statement that Ruby’s 1959 trip was to involve 
Zoppi. (^4^) 

(700) McWillie was next subpenaed to appear before an open se^ion 
of the committee. He testified on September 27, 1978, at which time he 
repeated the Zoppi explanation for Ruby’s trip to Cuba.(J5t?) On this 
occasion, McWillie stated he called Ruby in 1958 and ask^ him to 
get Zoppi to come to Cuba, but Ruby ‘^couldn’t bring him or some- 
thing.” (557) He then called Ruby again in 1959 and repeated his 
request. (55^) He sent Ruby two tickets, but only Ruby made the 
trip. (555) Again, McWillie stated Ruby was there a week or 6 
days.(55<^) When asked if Ruby might have stayed longer, McWillie 
stated, “no, I think I took him to the airport.” (555) SicWillie also 
denied that Ruby left Cuba during his visit, returning later: (555) 

If he [Ruby] did make a trip I would not know it, sir, and 
I would think I would know it, and I didn’t see Jack Ruby 
after he left that one time. (557) 

(701) When asked about Panitz, McWillie at first denied calling 
him, (555) but when confronted witli Panitz’s FBI interview, stated he 
could not “recall” telephoning Panitz. (555) 

(702) McWillie’s testimony regarding Ruby’s activities while in 
Cuba was substantially the same as his prior statements. (555) 

(703) Wlien asked again about liis visits to the prison, Trescornia, in 
which Trafficante was detained, McWillie stated he had visited there 
twice to visit Guiseppe de George (a dealer friend). (557) He may 
have also visited Diiio Cellini, who was detained there. (55^) He 
also recalled that Jake Lansky and Trafficante w-ere at Trescornia. 
(555) McWillie recalled seeing Celline, de George, Trafficante and 
Lansky (55^) on his first visit to the camp. In fact, he spoke with Cel- 
lini, de George and Lansky. (555) McWillie stated, however, “1 didn’t 
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talk to Trafficante because I didn’t know him that well to speak to 
him.” (566) 

(704) McWillie indicated the same people were at Trescomia on his 
second visit. (567) With regard to Trafficante, McWillie stated, “I 
probably said hello to him the second time I was there.” (566) Wlien 
asked if Ruby could have accompanied him to Trescomia, McWillie 
stated: 

Jack Ruby could have been out there one time with me. 

I don’t think he was. I went out there, I think, by myself * * * 

I don’t know if he was there at that time or not. If he was, 

I could have taken him out there with me, yes. I’m not positive 
about it. (566) 

Statements hy T ony Zopfi 

(705) With respect to McWillie’s explanation of Ruby’s trm to Cuba, 
the committee interviewed Tony Zoppi on several occasions. The report 
of the first interview on March 13, 1978, including the following: 

* * * one day in December Jack Ruby called me and asked 
me how I would like to go to Cuba and write about the clubs 
there. When I agreed that it would suit me fine, Ruby said 
he had a friend, Dewis McWillie, who managed the Casino in 
the Tropicana, and he would arrange for McWillie to send us 
two tickets. About a week later Ruby called Zoppi to inform 
him that he had received the plane tickets from McWillie and 
that they would leave in several weeks. Zoppi stated that he 
never made that trip because 1 week prior to leaving he had 
received a call from the Sands Hotel informing him that 
Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr., Joey Bishop, Dean Martin, 
and Peter Lawford were to appear there in what was bally- 
hooed to be one of the greatest acts in show business. It was to 
be called the summit meeting. Of course, Zoppi had to accept 
this invitation and infonned Ruby that he was unable to 
accompany him to Cuba but perhaps would join him at a later 
date after he had completed his assignment at the Sands 
Hotel. Ruby did proceed with his plans and went to Cuba and 
he was to join him after the holidays. Needless to say, Zoppi 
remarked that he never did join him because on December 
31st, Fidel Castro’s revolution was a success and he came into 
power. (576) 

(706) Zoppi was reinterviewed on March 31, 1978, and on April 5, 
1978. (577 ) The report of the March 31 interview states : 

His best recollection was that during September or October 
of 1958 Ruby offered to write McWiflie at the Tropicana to 
get them airplane tickets so Zoppi could review the acts at 
the Tropicana to help McWillie’s business. The OK for the 
trip was received approximately December 8 or 9 (or 10-12) 
and the trip was to last 4-5 days. Zoppi wanted to oe back for 
the holidays. They would pay their own way down and be 
reimbursed: this was the common practice "for journalists 
reviewing acts. In late November, Jack Entratter and A1 



Freeman called inviting Zoppi to review a big anniversary 
show at the Sands in Las Vegas. Zoppi said (as he had writ- 
ten in his article) the show was a ‘^summit meeting” show fea- 
turing Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr., Joey 
Bishop, and Peter Law ford, Zoppi figured there woudn’t be 
anything “like this” in Cuba so he decided to postpone the trip 
and told Ruby he would meet him down there after the new 
year on approximately January 4. Ruby told Zoppi hf* would 
go down, stay down there and meet Zoppi in Cuba, Zoppi then 
states he never went down due to Castro’s takeover in Janu- 
ary- He vaguely remembers Ruby told him he had a good 
time in Cuba. He doesn’t know if Ruby had been there before 
or not. (57^) 

(707) On April 5, 1978, Zoppi was questioned further about the dates 
of the proposed trip to Cuba. He was also shown the letter which 
Me Willie had given the committee, which had reminded Me Willie of 
Zoppi’s role in Ruby’s Cuba trip. Zoppi authenticated his signature on 
this letter. {57 S) It was pointed out to Zoppi that Castro’s takeover did 
not immediately prevent travel to Cuba. (^74) Zoppi then called the 
Sands Hotel to obtain information about the big shows during the 
1958-61 period in order to determine which show he had reviewed. 
{575) He stated it could have been the December 1958 show with 
Rowan and Martin, the December 1960 show with Marty Allen and 
Steve Rossi, or the December 1959 show with Dean Maifin. (576*) He 
thought it was the big show with Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and 
Sammy Davis which he had referred to in liis initial interview ; it had 
taken place from J anua^ 20 to February 16, 1960, (577) A f ter review- 
ing all the shows, Zoppi admitted he was very unsure about the date 
of the scheduled trip to Cuba. (575) Zoppi recalled that the alternative 
trip on January 4 was probably prevented by Castro’s takeover. (579) 
Castro assumed power in Cuba on January 1, 1959; he sev'ered diplo- 
matic relations with the Llnited States on January 1, 1961. Zoppi 
agreed that perhaps Ruby had gone to Cuba in August 1959 on vaca- 
tion and the trip Zoppi and Ruby were to take was an entirely different 
trip. {580) 

(708) The committee again spoke with Zoppi on September 15, 1978. 
{581) Zoppi repeated that the trip to Cuba was originally schexluled 
for December 11, 1958, but he postponed the trip so he could attend 
and review the December anniversary show at the Sands. (55^) He 
also said that when Castro took over on the first of the year, he decided 
not to visit Cuba. (555). Zoppi stated it was possible the trip was can- 
celled because of the break in diplomatic relations on January 1, 1961, 
but believed the trip was cancelled as a result of the Castro takeover 
on January 1, 1959. {584) Zoppi also stated that Ruby did not give him 
an airline ticket. (555) He indicated tliat sometime later. Ruby asked 
Zoppi why he did not go to Cuba and Zoppi told him it was “because 
of all that trouble.” (555) 

(709) Zoppi also supplied the committee with an article he wrote in 
197f3 called “Ruby in Retrospect.” In it, Zoppi stated : 

Jack had a good friend named Lewis McWillie who was a 
casino executive at the Tropicana in Havana. He asked 
McWillie if he would like me to fly to Cuba and do a story on 
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the Tropicana’s show. Lew agreed and said he would send a 
pair of plane tickets. The date was set for December 17, 1960. 

By coinciden<^e, T received a call from Jack Entratter at the 
Sands Hotel in Las Vegas inviting me to “the summit meet- 
ing” — an unprecedented show featuring Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, Sammy Davis, Joey Bishop and Peter Lawford, I 
called Ruby and told him I would have to postpone the trip 
to Cuba until early January because I wanted to see the Sands 
show. He said lie would depart as scheduled and se^ me in 
Havana “right after the first of the year.”(J57) 

S^atem/^ntfi hy Santos Tva-fficante 

(710) Trafficante testified before the committee on September 28, 
1978. He stated he was detained at Trescornia,(J5^) but could not 
remember tlie exact dates he was there. (5^^^) He recalled Dino Cellini, 
Jack Lansky. Chuck White (Charles Tourine, Jr.) and Guiseppe de 
George as l^ing other people held at Trescornia. (5*9^?) When asked 
about visitors and people who might have assisted him in being released 
from Trescornia, Trafficante stated : 

I had a lot of people come and see me trying to help me to 
get out, and the attorney that I had was a fellow by the name 
of Mr. Bango, and I think Mr. Gener was interested in getting 
me out and a lot of other people that were in the casino busi- 
ness, native people, like Mr. Fox and Mr. Petere and Mr. 
Alfred Gonzalez and Raoul Gonzalez. We had a good rela- 
tionship and they all tried their best to get me out. {591) 

Later, Trafficante testified : 

Let me tell you, Mr. Stokes, this was like a camp. There was 
no — it was a minimum security place. They would let any- 
body cx)me in. They would let anybody stay with us until 
12 o'clock at night. We would coo [sic], we would have 
food brought in, we would eat, we would drink and there 
would be, sometimes, the guards would come and sit down 
with us and eat. Some meal it was like one big happy family. 

(711) When asked about McWillie, Trafficante stated he liad seen 
him “around Havana a lot,”;(JPJ) however, he could not recall him 
visitlhg Trescornia, but acknowledged that he might have come. (5^4) 
Regarding Ruby, Trafficante stated : 

I never remember meeting Jack Ruby * * * There was no 
reason for this man to visit me. I have never seen this man 
before. I have never been to Dallas: I never had no contact 
with him. I don't see why he was going to come and visit 
me.(J^5) 

Regarding John Wilson Hudson, Trafficante testified : 

Tjet me tell you what used to happen. I vaguely remember 
some guy theiy that was kind of a little bit of a screwball. 

I don’t know if it’s him or not. Because there used to be all 
kinds of people they would bring into tliere; people that they 
would bring into there; people that would have difficulty with 
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the traveling papers * * * So it would be possible that he was 
there, but I was to see him how, I wouldn't remember none of 
these people. (5,9^) 

(712) A confidential source available to the committee previously 
reported Trafficante as saying : 

Another guy which I read in the paper was supposedly a 
journalist * * * I remember him vaguely. I didn’t even know 
he was a — ^they used to come and go. It was not a matter that 
they would stay. (5P7) 

Trafficante is reported to have described this man as “a kook, a funny 
guy, for me he was a mental case.”(5P5) ; and stated : 

When he came in there they made him like a joke, he was 
supposed to fill out his food for the next day, the night before, 
like * * * Like breakfast and dinner and supper and he had 
to order it the day before. And that was all in fun, he never 
would get — until we finally had to give him some of our 
food. (5^.9) 

Pdskin Allegation 

(713) In a memorandum, dated January 27, 1964, investigator Al- 
bert L. Tarabochia, then working in Miami for the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee, wrote that on January 24, 1964, he was advised 
by J ose A. Gonzalez Lanuza of the Cuban Student Directorate (DUE) 
that there were “indications of a trip to Cuba made by Jack Ruby in 
ld^3P{600) Tarabochia wrote that further investigation “revealed 
that Jack Ruby had visited Solomon Pratkin or Paskin in Havana. 
Paskin owns and operates a curio shop in Havana across from the 
Hotel Seville.” (^W) Further, 

Mr. Carlos Valdes-Fauli reported to the writer that he had 
received a letter from a relative in Havana in which the above 
information was related. Mr. Valdes-Fauli, when contacted 
on the evening of January 27, stated that he had surrendered 
the letter to Agent James O’Connor of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation after the agent contacted him at his place of 
employment that same afternoon. Mr. Valdes-Fauli added 
that the letter was dated December 1963 and the reference 
Ruby’s trip to Cuba was “last year the assassin of President 
Kennedy’s assassin visited Paskin last year at his home. Pas 
kin is a friend and client of Ruby.” 

(714) An FBI ve^ovt{602) states that Gonzalez Lanuza said he had 
received the information about Jack Ruby from a fellow member of 
the DRE, Juan Manuel Salvat.(6*6>^) When the FBI interviewed Sal- 
vat, he stated he had received the information through a contact of 
Carlos Valdes-Fauli. (^^?J) The FBI interview report of Valdes- 
Fauli states: 

Mr. Valdes related that in approximately the beginning of 
January 1964, he received a letter from his sister-in-law, 
Graziella Rubio, age 45, who lives in Marianao, Cuba. Mr. 
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Valdes made available the section of the letter pertaining to 
J ack Ruby, and a translation from the Spanish is as follows : 

Ruby, the assassin of Oswald, was in Havana a year ago. 

He is a friend and a client of an individual named Praskin, 
who owns or manages a souvenir shop located on Prado be- 
tween Animas and Trocadero Streets in front of the Sevilla 
Kotel(605) 

This report also says that Valdes-Fauli “stated his sister-in-law very 
probably learned the information concerning Ruby through hear- 
say.’’ 

(715) The committee contacted Lanuza Gonzalez on August 2, 
1978.(607) He said he had no recollection of talking with Albert 
Tarabochia about a visit to Cuba by Jack Ruby.(^^<^) He also did 
not recall reporting such a visit to the FBI. He said, however, that 
“if A1 Tarabochia wrote it, it must be true because he was a very hon- 
orable man.” (6W) 

(716) Valdes-Fauli was contacted on August 4, 1978.(^70) He 
acknowledged that Graziella Rubio was his sister-in-law. He was 
asked about the letter sent to him in 1964 by his sister-in-law concern- 
ing Jack Ruby. He replied, “I don’t recall it.” He was asked if he ever 
spoke with A1 Tarabochia. He said, “No, I don’t recall it.” He was 
then asked if he was ever questioned by the FBI, and he responded, 
“Never.”(^ii) Finally, he was asked if he was ever questioned by 
FBI Agent James O’Connor. He replied : 

Never. I don’t recall it. I don’t recall anything about that, 

I have never been questioned about the assassination of Mr. 
Kennedy. I am absolutely sure. (572) 

Valdes-Fauli was then read a portion of the Tarabochia memorandum 
dealing with his reporting his sister-in-law’s letter to him. His response 
was “I am absolutely sure that I have never been in touch with that 
agent. I have never received that letter. I am absolutely sure,”(57J) 

(717) Valdes-Fauli was interviewed on August 7, 1978. At that time, 
he stated that from the time of the telephone interview concerning 
his sister-in-law’s letter, he had since recalled that he did receive a 
letter from her concerning Jack Ruby.(57J) He could not recall what 
the letter said specifically, but thought it said something about “Ruby 
being in Cuba at the Hotel Hilton and that he personally talked to 
Castro.” (57J) Valdes-Fauli also informed the committee that his 
sister-in-law had since moved to Miami and suggested she be inter- 
vieweAl.(575) He said her name was then Graziela Guerra. (577) 
f7l8> Guerra was interviewed on August 9, 1978.(575) She said she 
Trailed sending the letter about Ruby to her brother-in-law, but she 
did not remember the details. “The way it was then,” she said, “was 
that I sent the information and then as soon as I write it I try to forget 
it. It was too dangerous to remember information.” (575) She stated 
she had no personal knowled^ of Ruby’s being in Cuba or meeting 
with Praskin, but had been given the information by some individ- 
ual (525) whom she could not recall. 

(719) She related that she did not know Praskin (527) and that she 
had been given the information “maybe 3 or 4 days before” she wrote 
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the letter. When asked how reliable she considered the informa- 
tion about Ruby, she stated : 

Ruby was definitely in Cuba. I know that. Someone else 
told me that he was there and that he went to visit Fidel at 
the place where Fidel had his vacation home.(^^.^) 

Again Guerra could not recall who told her this. {621^) 

(720) Guerra also informed the committee that she was affiliated 
with the anti-Castro group, the Movimiento Recuberacion Reyolu- 
cionario (MRR), headed by Manolo Artime, and she was sometimes 
given information by Cuban anti-Castro underground operatives to 
send out of Cuba. (^^5) 

Information ^provided hy the Cubcm Government 

(721) On March 31, 1978, the committee met in Cuba with repre- 
sentatives of the Cuban Government. At this meeting the committee 
was given two Cuban tourist cards. (6*^^) They bore the name of Jack 
Ruby. (^^7) One indicated Ruby had departed from New Orleans for 
Cuba on August 8, 1959, and left Cuba on September 11, 1959. (^^^) 
The other indicated that Ruby had left Miami for Cuba on Septem- 
ber 12, 1959, and left Cuba on September 13, 1959.(629) Ruby’s home 
address was listed as Dallas, Texas on one card and 4727 Homer, Dal- 
las, Tex., on the other. (<?JC^) In the space for “Address during stay 
in Cuba” was written “Capri Hotel.” (^Ji) 

(722) Captain Filipe Villa from the Cuban Ministry of the Interior 
informed the committee that : 

The only reason we still have these cards is because in 1963 
Ruby is converted into an important person when he par- 
ticipates in the assassination of JFK by killing the alleged 
assassin Oswald. (^J^) 

Captain Villa made the following statement about Jack Ruby: 

Concretely on Jack Ruby. The information that we have 
about him is that an individual who have that name or with 
that name filled out arrival airport cards whose photographs 
we gave you this morning. This man was in Cuba on two occa- 
sions. The first in August 1959, he remained in Cuba until 
September 11, 1959. The 12th of September he entered Cuba 
once again and he leaves the following day. The reason we 
got this information is because we kept records of who entered 
our country and on those cards the dates appear. 

We will be glad to show you the original documents tomor- 
row. This is practically all the information of Ruby possessed 
by the Cuban Government. The cause of this: Ruby came to 
Cuba in 1959. There was no reason to monitor his visit to 
Cuba. He traveled as a tourist. We unfortunately do not know 
what his activities were during the period he was in Cuba. 

We could not tell you if he interviewed with Santo Trafficante 
or not. It is true that at that same period of time Trafficante 
was being detained in Cuba. But we cannot unite both facts. 

Trafficante was really not a prisoner. He was a foreigner 
being detained. That is to say, that he was at a camp in 
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Havana named Trescornia where foreigners with certain 
problems were detained for a period of time. But there were 
no controls as to visitors, and because of this we unfortu- 
nately don’t know whether the Trafficante-Ruby visit oc- 
curred. This link between the two of them which we also con- 
sider extremely important we cannot establish. 

(723) When McWillie was confronted with the information sup- 
plied by the Cuban Government, he denied that Ruby was in Cuba 
from August 8 to September 11, and he also denied that during that 
period Ruby left Cu^ and returned on a 1-day tvv^.{63J^) Referring 
to the tourist cards, McWillie stated : 

That is clear all right but that is not right, because when 
he came to visit me he stayed 6 days at the most, he stayed 
6 days and there is one foul-up with that ticket or something. 

If he had stayed there a month, I would say a month, I 
wouldn’t be ashamed to say it. Jack Ruby was that kind of 
fellow that 6 days would be long enough to be around him. 

I am sure he wasn’t there a month. {635) 

(724) Regarding TraflScante, Captain Villa stated Trafficante was 
detained in Cuba on June 6, 1959, (^^^) as a result of a request from the 
Bureau of Narcotics of INTERPOL. (^J7) The Cuban authorities 
held Trafficante for investigation of a violation of article 19B of the 
Cuban laws, which covers the expulsion of foreigners who engage in 
immoral or anti-government activities. (6J<S) Trafficante was put in 
Trescornia as a preventive measure while an investigation was being 
conducted. (6J5) No proof was produced, and he was released on 
August 18, 1959.(^4^) Sometime after August 18, 1959, Comman- 
dante Manuel Piniero interviewed Trafficante and gave him 24 hours 
to leave the country. (^^7) The Cuban Government had no records of 
when Trafficante actually left Cuba, but estimated it could have been 
a few days after August 18 or a month later. (^4^) Captain Villa in- 
formed the committee that Trafficante’s associates during 1959 were 
probably Giuseppe de George, Charles Tourine, Jr., Jake Lansky, 
Lucien Rivard, Dino Cellini, and Henry Saavedra. (^4<^) Captain 
Villa stated that there was no information that John Wilson Hudson 
was ever a detainee in Cuba. (^4^) The committee also interviewed 
Jose Verdacia. Verdacia was the Chief Warden of Trescornia in 1959. 
{6Jt5) He provided a detailed description of the camp, along with a 
sketch of its layout. (^^^) He explained that all of the individuals 
connected with gambling casinos were detained in one “pavillion.” 
{6Ji7) They were permitted to have visitors at the camp,(^^) but 
there was no visitor’s log. {6 49) Verdacia remembered Trafficante, 
Dino Cellini, Charles Tourine, Jr. and Jake Lansky as being present 
at the camp.(^5^?) He was not familiar with the name McWillie or 
Ruby. (^57) Verdacia did not recognize the name John Wilson Hud- 
son ; however, he did say : 

I remember an English journalist who stayed there for some 
days. He had been deported from Argentina. I remember that 
he used to tell me stories of his staying in Argentina. That he 
had problems there with Peron because he used to make funny 



174 


stories about Kita Peron, Peron’s wife, because there was soap 
by the name of Rita. * * * I remember the stories that he used 
to tell me. I don’t have any idea of him. * * * I don’t have any 
recollection of him being linked to these other people. I don’t 
remember whether his staying there coincided with the stay 
of these other people. I don’t know his name, but I do remem- 
ber the man. (^52) 

(725) Wilson Hudson had in fact been a journalist in Argentina 
years earlier. Verdacia could not remember if “the British journalist” 
was at Trescornia at the same time as Trafficante and the others. If the 
journalist was there at the same time, he would have been housed in the 
same pavilion as the other detainees connected with the gambling 
industry. (^5^) 

Haridwriting ATialysis 

(726) In order to determine the authenticity of the two Cuban tour- 
ist cards and the postcard sent to Alice Nichols, the committee had them 
examined by two handwriting experts. The experts were given photo- 
graphs of the tourist cards and the original postcard. (^5^) For the 
sake of comparison, one expert was given a check drawn on the Mer- 
chants State Bank, Dallas, Tex., dated July 26, 1962, payable to the 
Dallas Times Herald and signed, “Vegas Club, Jack Ruby.”(^J5) 
This expert was also provided with a photograph of a sheet of yellow 
legal memorandum paper bearing nine specimens of Jack Ruby’s sig- 
nature and three one-sentence paragraphs in his handwriting, dat^ 
July 18, 1964.(55^) The other expert reviewed the original of the yel- 
low legal memorandum at the National Archives and was provided 
with several photographs of U.S. income tax returns signed by Jack 
Ruby.(<557) 

(727) Both experts concluded that the writing and signature, “ J ack,” 
on the postcard and the two signatures, “Jack Ruby,” on the tourist 
cards, were written by the same author of the signatures on the legal 
memorandum paper and the other samples. (^55) One expert, Chanes 
C. Scott, qualified his conclusion regarding the tourist cards by stating 
that because his examination was based on photographs and not origi- 
nals, his opinion was subject to modification should the originals be 
submitted and reveal contradictory information not disclos^ by the 
photographs. {659) 

Other Information 

(728) The FBI interviewed three individuals who recalled meeting a 
man named Jack Ruby while they were visiting in Cuba. They were two 
attorneys and an architect, all from Chicago, who had visited Cuba 
during the Labor Day weekend in 1959 — September 4, 5, and ^\660) 
They had all visited the Tropicana during their stay and recalled that 
a man had introduced himself to them. Sherwin Braun believed the 
man gave his name as Jack Ruby. Jay Bishov stated the man was 
identical to the man in a picture he had seen in the papers of Jack Ruby. 
After introducing himself, the man. believed to be Ruby, stated he was 
originally from Chicago but now owned some sort of nightclub or 
gambling establishment in Texas, possibly Dallas. He invited the three 
men to visit his club. 
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(729) All three individuals were reinterviewed by the FBI on 
April 16, 1964, Both Jack Marcus and Sherwin Braun estimated 
that the date of their meeting Ruby was the third or last night of their 
stay in Cuba. {662) 

(7^Q) The FBI also interviewed William Edward Howard, a friend 
of Ruby who, according to the FBI report, stated that Ruby made a 
trip around 1959, “just about the time Fidel Castro took over Cuba.” 
He stated that Ruby went to Cuba to visit “McKinney” (probably 
McWillie) , who operated the Tropicana Club in Havana. {663) 

(731) A former employee of Ruby’s, Robert Larkin, told the FBI 
iha^ 4 or 5 years prior to the assassination he had managed the Vegas 
Club for the summer months, “during which period Ruoy vacationed 
in Cuba.”(^^^) 

(732) Regarding Ruby’s other activities in August and September 
1959, an FBI report of a review of the records of the Merchants State 
Bank states that Ruby visited his safety deposit box in Dallas on 
August 21, 1959, and on September 4, 1959. (^^5) Another FBI re- 
port by SA Charles Flynn indicates he met with Jack Ruby in Dallas 
on August 6, 1959, and on August 31, 1959. {666) 

(733) The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
provided the committee with records that substantiate the Cuban 
information that Ruby took a 1-day trip to Cuba on September 12 
and 13, 1959. {667) The records consisted of a Xerox copy of the record 
of departure of Pan American Airways flight 415 of September 12, 
1959, from Miami, Fla., destination, Havana, Cuba, and a copy of 
the record of Ruby’s departure as a passenger on that flight. (ff^S) 
A copy of the general declaration and record of arrival of Delta 
Airlines flight 750 of September 13, 1959, from Havana, Cuba, to 
New Orleans, La., was also provided, along with a copy of the record 
of Ruby’s arrival as a passenger on that flight.(5^^ INS was un- 
able to provide any information about other trips Ruby may have 
made to Cuba. 

(734) A memorandum from the deputy director of plans of the 
CIA to the FBI provided additional information about John Wilson 
Hudson. (^7^) A “usually reliable source” reported on August 8, 1951, 
that Carl John Wilson Hudson was a Spanish citizen of British 
descent residing in Chile and a contact of Bert Sucharov, a sus- 
pected Soviet agent in Santiago, Chile. (ff7i) Wilson was bom in 
Liverpool, England, on December 29, 1916.(^2) After arriving in 
Chile in 1939, in his capacity of journalist Wilson reportedly began 
“a one-man crusade against the British Government.” (^J) Another 
source described as “usuallv reliable” and “whose information was 
evaluated as ‘possibly true’ ” reported in 1952 that Wilson was “very 
probably an intelligence agent.” (^7.^) 

(735) It was also reported by a “usually reliable source” that on 
June 18, 1959, Carl John Wilson, a British journalist, sent a cable to 
the British Parliament and the British Trade Union Federation 
claiming he had confirmed that the U.S. military attaches in the 
Caribbean were providing military advice to dictators. In this cable, 
Wilson reportedly protested these actions “in the name of human- 
ity.” (^5) Another report from another “usually reliable source” 
stated that Wilson was involved in a planned attack from Cuba on 
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Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua, during the weekend of June 27-28, 
1959.(^7^) Associated Press reported on July 1, 1959, that the Cuban 
home of Capt. Paul Hughes was raided, leading to the seizure of : 

A large arms cache and air-sea invasion plans and the 
detention of two other Americans, a British journalist, sev- 
eral Cubans, and nearly 200 would be members of an ex- 
peditionary force against the regime of Nicaraguan Presi- 
dent Luis 8omoza.{^77) 

The article stated that “the British subject was identified as Carl 
John Wilson, a freelance journalist who had been in Havana several 
weeks.’' 

(736) The committee was unable to locate John Wilson Hudson. 
In response to the committee’s inquiries, the Metropolitan Police in 
London, England, contacted unspecified government agencies, but 
these efforts were unsuccessful, It has beeen alleged that Hudson 
is dead. (^56^) 

Aiwlysia 

(737) There is very strong evidence that Kuby made more than 
one trip to Cuba, contrary to the statements made by both Kuby and 
McWillie. The tourist cards show that Ruby entered Cuba on August 
8, 1959, and left on September 11, 1959, returned on September 12, 
1959, and departed again on September 13, 1959. These supplement 
records the committee obtained Irom the INS showing that Kuby left 
Cuba on September 11, 1959, traveling to Miami, returned to Cuba 
on September 12, and traveled on to New Orleans on September 13, 
1959. The Cuban Government could not state with certainty whether 
these were the only regular commercial flights Ruby made in and out 
of Cuba. These records, along with Ruby’s safety deposit box records 
and SA Flynn’s reports of his visits with Ruby, indicate Ruby made 
dt least three trips to Cuba in August and September of 1959. 

(738) The following is a possible scenario for these trips. Ruby met 
with Special Agent Flynn on August 6, 1959. According to the Cuban 
tourist cards, he went to Cuba on August 8, 1959. He returned to the 
United States sometime before August 21, 1959, the date he visited 
his bank. It is possible that during this period between August 8, 
1959, and August 21, 1959, Ruby took the 1-week trip that Iwth he 
and McWillie mentioned. Ruby again met with Flynn on August 31, 
1959, and visited the bank on September 4, 1959. Sometime between 
the 4th and the 11th of September 1959, Ruby must have gone to 
Cuba again, because the three Chicagoans had met him there on Labor 
Day weekend, September 4, 5, and 6, 1959. According to the Cuban 
tourist cards and the INS records, Ruby left Cuba on September 11, 
1959, then returned from Miami on September 12, 1959, departing for 
New Orleans on September 13, 1959. 

(739) This se<mence of events contradicts Ruby’s and McWillie’s 
statements that Ruby made only one trip to Cuba. The weight of the 
evidence supports the possibility that Ruby visited Cuba on at least 
three occasions. 

(740) Regarding McWillie’s explanation that he invited both Ruby 
and Zoppi to Cuba, this was a trip entirely separate from the August 
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and September 1959 visits. Zoppi stated he canceled the proposed trip 
to Cuba because he wanted to review a show in Las Vegas. Of the 
several shows Zoppi mentioned, none occurred in the summer of 1959. 
In fact, all of them were scheduled for the winter months. Zoppi also 
stated he canceled the trip altogether because of Castro’s takeover, 
which occurred on January 1, 1959. This supports the assumption that 
this particular trip was originally scheduled for December 1959, 
which is Zoppi ’s best guess. It has not been possible to determine, 
however, if Kuby went on to Cuba without Zoppi. It is possible that 
Ruby did do so, as he told Zoppi he would depart as scheduled and 
meet Zoppi in Havana “right after the first of the year.” {681 ) Zoppi 
also stated that he “vaguely remembers that Ruby told him he had a 
good time in Cuba.”(^^^) In addition, McKeown stated that in Janu- 
ary 1959, Ruby told him he had been in Cuba once on vacation. 
William Edward Howard also stated Ruby made a trip in 1958 or 
1959 “just about the time Fidel Castro took over Cuba.”(^<9^) The 
allegation that Ruby had visited Cuba in 1962 is probably false. The 
committee was unable to obtain any corroboration for it. This story 
was conveyed to the United States after the assassination by an indi- 
vidual with substantial ties to the anti-Castro community. It could 
well have been an effort by anti-Castro elements to link Ruby to 
Castro and thus to a Cuban plot to assassinate the President. There 
was no evidence that this was the case. 

(741) Based on the curious nature of the 1-day trip to Cuba via 
Miami and the existence of a third trip to Cuba, vacationing was prob- 
ably not Ruby’s sole reason for traveling to Cuba. The inference seems 
reasonable that Ruby was at least serving as a kind of courier on be- 
half of gambling interests in Cuba when he traveled to Miami from 
Cuba for 1 day and stayed in Cuba IL day on his way to New Orleans. 
This inference was supported hj a number of facts, including: Mc- 
Willie’s previous trips to Miami on behalf of the Fox brothers, who 
owned the Tropicana, to transfer funds to a Miami bank ; the call from 
McWillie to gambling figure Meyer Panitz in Miami to inform him 
that Ruby was coming from Cuba and the resulting meetings between 
Panitz and Ruby; and the continuing need of Cuban casino operators 
to protect their assets from possible seizure by the Cuban Government 
In dealing with casino operators, Ruby necessarily would have had 
contacts with organized crime figures and their associates, including 
possibly some who had suffered detention at the hands of the Cuban 
Government. 

(742) It has not been possible to corroborate the allegation that Ruby 
visited Trafficante at l^escomia. John Wilson Hudson was not lo- 
cated, and Trafficante denied any such meeting^ although he did recall 
an individual fitting Hudson’s description. Jose Verdacia also recalled 
a British journalist who was at Trescornia. 

OTHER CUBAN-RELATED ACnVTTIES AND ALLEGATIONS 

McKeoyyn Incident 

(743) Treatment by the Warren Commission . — ^The FBI conducted 
the investigation of Robert McKeown for the Warren Commission. 
McKeown initially became a target of investgation when Jack Ruby 
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stated in an interview with the FBI on December 21, 1963, that “at a 
time when Castro was popular in the United States,"’ he had read of a 
}>erson in the vicinity of I-Ioiiston who had run guns to Castro. 

Ruby mentioned that he had attempted to contact this person by tele- 
phone about the possibility of selling some jeeps or similar equipment 
to persons interested in their sale to Cuba. (^^6*) Ruby claimed nothing 
developed from these efforts. (^'-5'?') He told the interviewers, SA 
Clements and S A Hall : 

When Castro got in, I read in paper where a guy at Bashore 
sold guns to Cuba when Castro was popular here — going to a 
new and democratic country and I wanted to sell jeeps and get 
surplus to make a buck, Tauney, or Elargi, or something 
* * * I can’t recall his name. I called a lawyer in Houston and 
they said I was too little. (888) 

(744) In his testimony before the Warren Commission, Ruby pro- 
vided a further description of the man he had contacted : (689) 

I think his name was Longley out of Bay — something— 
Texas, on the Bayshore. And somehow he was, I read the arti- 
cle about him that he was given a jail term for smuggling 
guns to Castro, This is the early part of their revolution. (690) 

(745) Dallas assistant district attorney William Alexander told the 
FBI on January 14, 1964, that while he was attempting to ascertain 
the identity of this person, a source informed him that Ruby had 
previously contacted a Davis, (65i) an ex-convict believed to be living 
in Beaumont, Tex. Alexander said that the source thought the Houston 
FBI office handled an investigation of Davis, which resulted in a con- 
viction for gun-running activities. (65-2) 

(746) On January 17, 1964, the Houston FBI office advised that a 
Davis could not be identified at Houston or Beaumont, Tex. It did con- 
jecture, however, that Ruby was probably referring to Robert Ray 
McKeown.(655) This was a logical assumption as McKeown had been 
arrested by Federal agents in 1958 for conspiring to smuggle guns to 
Castro, for which McKeown received a 2-year suspended sentence and 
a five-year probation. (654) In addition, Ruby could very well have 
read about McKeown in the newspaper because when Castro visited 
Houston in April 1959, McKeown had met with him at the Houston 
Airport. A photograph in the Houston Chronicle recorded the event on 
April 28, 1959 ; an article accompanying the photograph quoted Castro 
as saying that when McKeown could move to Cuba, he would be given a 
post in the government or some franchises. (695) There was also an arti- 
cle in the March 12, 1958, issue of the Houston Chronicle regarding the 
weapons seized from McKeown’s home. (656) McKeown also showed 
the committee a newspaper clipping dated January 3, 1959, headlined 
“Gunrunner Hails Castro Victory,” which McKeown believed may 
have been the impetus for Ruby’s visit. (657) 

(747) When the FBI located McKeown and interviewed him on 
January 24, 1964, McKeown stated that about 1 week after Castro 
assumed control of Cuba. Anthony “Boots” Ayo, a patrolman for the 
Harris County SheriflP’s Office, informed him that someone from Dal- 
las, Tex., had been calling the Harris County Sheriff’s Office in an 
effort to locate him. (698) According to McKeown, he told Ayo to give 
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the caller the telephone number of his place of business, the J and M 
Drive-In. (65P) According to the FBI report, McKeown stated that 
about 1 hour later, a person called him, identified himself as Jack 
Rubenstein from Dallas, Tex., affirmed McKeown s connections with 
Castro, and solicited McKeown’s assistance in obtaining the release of 
three people Castro had detained in Cuba. Rubenstein offered 
McKeown $5,000 per person, stating that someone in Las Vegas could 
provide the money. McKeown said he would accept the offer on the 
condition that he first received some money. Rubenstein replied by 
saying he would think about it and call again. About 3 weeks after the 
call, McKeown stated that a man visited the J and M and offered him 
$25,000 for a letter of introduction to Castro. The visitor, who did not 
identify himself, stated that he had access to a large number of jeeps 
in Shreveport, La., which he wished to sell to Cuba. McKeown said that 
he would provide the letter upon a $5,000 cash down payment. 
McKeown said that the man “never returned nor did he ever see him 
again.”(700) 

(748) McKeown told the FBI his visitor strongly resembled Jack 
Ruby ;(7^i) McKeown stated, however, “he is not certain that the 
above-described telephone caller from Dallas or the man who person- 
ally appeared at the J and M Drive-In was identical with the Jack 
Ruby who killed Lee Harvey Oswald.” (7^?^) McKeown also stated 
that he knew no one by the name of Davis who was convicted for run- 
ning guns to Cuba. ( 708) 

(749) The FBI did not conduct any further interviews of Mc- 
Keown, nor did they ever confront Ruby with the contention that 
Ruby had visited McKeown personally. The FBI did interview 
Anthony J. “Boots” Ayo, who corroborated McKeown’s statement 
that Ayo had contacted him regarding someone calling from 
Dallas. (!701i) The FBI provided the Warren Commission with a report 
revealing that McKeown was under FBI investigation in connection 
with the activities of Carlos Prio Socarras and that McKeown had 
been charged, together with various other persons, with conspiracy 
to smuggle guns and related equipment to Cuba. (7{?i5) 

(750) The Warren Commission neither interviewed McKeown nor 
took his testimony. Further, the Commission did not question Ruby 
about McKeown in either an interview or a hearing. On September 23, 
1964, very much later in the investigation, a Warren Commission 
attorney did telephone Eva Grant, Jack Ruby’s sister, and question 
her about a sale of jeeps to Cuba. (7^6) The memorandum of this 
interview states : 

* * * she had heard about this venture in the spring or summer 
of 1959 or 1960. She said that she had been present during a 
conversation with her brother, although it was not clear 
if anyone else was present. According to Mrs. Grant, her 
brother was contacted by a person who owned eight jeeps 
and wished to locate a buyer. She said her brother saw this 
as an opportunity to act as a broker just as one might be a 
broker for any conventional item of merchandise. She also 
was not sure where the prospective buyer or seller was located, 
although when I mentioned Houston to her, she indicated that 
there was someone in Houston connected with the transac- 
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tion. She indicated, although her answers were not specific, 
that the prospective sale was never completed. She also said 
that she never considered the prospective sale wortliwhile 
since it was her understanding that Cuba was getting all the 
jeeps it needed from the United States and would not have 
any use for eight jeeps. She also was unable to give any spe- 
cific information about the jeeps aJthough she speculated that 
they were broken-down jeeps left over from World War 
IL {707) 

(751) Additional Statements iy McKeown . — McKeown was inter- 
viewed on August 27, 1976.(76^5) He stated that shortly after Castro 
took over, a deputy sheriff came to the J and M Drive-In and informed 
him that someone from Dallas was attempting to telephone him. (76^P) 
McKeown gave the deputy sheriff permission to provide the caller 
with his phone number. (776?) About 30 minutes later, McKeown re- 
ceived a call from a person who said his name was Rubenstein and 
that he was from Dallas. (777) After commenting that he thought 
McKeown’s name was Davis, the caller stated that he knew five people 
being detained in Cuba and wanted to know if McKeown could obtain 
their release. (77^) 

(752) This is the first time McKeown ever mentioned Ruby saying 
anything about “Davis.” It was also the first mention that five people 
were to be released; previously it had been only three. 

(753) Rubenstein then terminated the call after saying he would 
visit McKeown to review the details. 

(754) McKeown stated that soon after this call, a person personally 
contacted him and told him he had access to some jeeps in Shreveport, 
La., and some slot machines in New Mexico. (775) He desired to sell 
the equipment to Castro and consequently wanted a letter of intro- 
duction. McKeown replied by saying this would cost $5,000 “up 
front.” (774) The visitor mentioned that he knew some members of the 
Mafia in Cuba and had visited the country once while on vaca- 
tion. (775) The visitor also mentioned (first name unknown) Goldberg 
as the individual who possessed the jeeps in Louisiana. (775) McKeown 
thought this visit occurred in January 1959 and provided a newspaper 
clipping dated January 3, 1959, headlined, “Gunrunner Hails Castro 
Victorv.” This article may have been the impetus for the visit, accord- 
ing to McKeown, (777) 

(755) During this interview, McKeown also commented that his 
visitor came to see him three times, a statement he claimed he had 
told the Warren Commission. (718) Further, McKeown said he 
knew it was Ruby because the person identified himself as “Ruben- 
stein from Dallas.” (7/5) McKeown originally stated that he had 
received one visit from a man who did not identify himself but 
who strongly resembled Jack Ruby. (7^6?) McKeown stated that he 
never gave any letter or assistance to Ruby because he didn’t receive 
anv nionev. ( 721 ) 

(756) McKeown testified before the committee on April 12, 1978. 
(722) He said a person identifying himself as Jack Rubenstein (723) 
called him and said he wanted a letter of introduction to assist in 
acquiring the return of several people in jail in Cuba. (7^4) Ruben- 
stein said that he would soon visit him to discuss the matter and 
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also mentioned that he thought McKeown’s name was Davis. (7^5) 
A few days later a man visited McKeown and said he was the one 
who had called. He said he wanted a letter of introduction to Castro 
for which he would pay $25,000. McKeown agreed to provide the 
letter if Rubenstein would furnish $10,000 up front, (7^^) McKeown 
mentioned that Ruby said he had access to various jeeps, slot 
machines and similar items. (7^7) 

(757) McKeown maintained that Rubenstein revisited him three or 
four times. He did not tell the FBI on January 28, 1964, that the 
man never came to see him again. (7^<S) McKeown testified he never 
received any money and, therefore, never provided the letter. (7^P) 

(758) McKeown also testified that he believed he' told the FBI 
about the Ruby visit some time before the assassination and that he 
visited the FBI the day after the assassination to inform it about 
Ruby.(7J6^) The committee, however, was unable to locate any rec- 
ords concerning a personal FBI contact with McKeown before the 
January 1964 interview. 

(759) McKeown’s testimony indicates that his close association 
with Castro prompted many people to ask him to assist them in 
affairs pertaining to Cuba and Castro. For instance, McKeown said 
that after the United States broke off diplomatic relations, he con- 
tacted Castro to obtain the release of three persons being detained 
in Cuba who were close friends of McKeown’s brother. (7J7 ) 
McKeown also maintained that a Jack Porter, who he says was a 
campaign manager for Eisenhower, contacted him around 1959 in 
regard to approaching Castro. ( 7S2 ) 

(760) Other statements regarding McKeown— k. CBS news special 
in 1975 entitled “The American Assassins” briefly mentioned that 
Ruby had come to see McKeown in 1959, offering him $25,000 for a 
letter of introduction to Fidel Castro. (7?J) The transcript then noted 
that Ruby “never came back” to obtain the letter. (7J-4) During the 
show, McKeown first publicly acknowledged a contact oetween nim- 
self and Lee Harvey Oswald, stating that a few weeks prior to the 
assassination Oswald had visited him attempting to obtain machine- 
guns and bazookas. (7J5) 

(761) The British Broadcasting Corporation also interviewed 
McKeown. (7J5) McKeown stated on this occasion that a person iden- 
tifying himself as Jack Rubenstein had called him from Dallas re- 
garding his association with Castro and requested his assistance in 
releasing some people from Cuba. McKeown told the caller he coidd 
not discuss the matter because of his upcoming trial (McKeown was 
sentenced in October 1958). 

(762) McKeown stated that the following day a person who claimed 
he was from Dallas, and who McKeown said was Ruby, visited him 
and mentioned that he wanted to visit Cuba on vacation and wanted 
a letter of introduction to Castro for which he would pay $25,000. 
Ruby also mentioned that he had some jeeps and some slot machines 
which he wished to sell to Castro. Ruby said he had never been to 
Cuba. Ruby then left for Houston and said he would return for the 
letter. McKeown told him that he would provide the letter for $12,500 
up front and $12,500 later, with the entire transaction contingent on 
his meeting Castro. Ruby returned the next day, and the two talked 
and visited some Cuban friends of McKeown’s, but Ruby never pro- 
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vided any cash, (Thi^ was the only time McKeown mentioned visiting 
some Cuoan friends with Kuby.) After returning again the follow- 
ing day, Ruby still failed to produce any money. McKeown said 
that in the end he never provided a letter and that Ruby never 
returned. (7«?7) 

(763) When questioned by the FBI, McWillie was asked if he knew 
Robert Ray McKeown. He responded that he did not. (738) He also 
denied ony contact with anyone concerning the sale of jeeps or guns 
to Cuba, smuggling refugees out of Cuba, or obtaining the release 
of any of Castro’s prisoners. (7JP) McWillie did state he wrote or 
called Ruby from Las Vegas about obtaining a pistol. Subsequently, 
Ruby sene the gun, but McWillie did not pick it up at the post 
office, Kuby, however, indicated that McWillie requested Ruby 
send four guns to him in Cuba. (7,^7) When McWillie was asked if 
he had asked Ruby to send some guns to him in Cuba, McWillie 
stated : 

No, sir, I have been asked that a dozen times and I didn’t 

do that. In the first place. Jack Ruby couldn’t have sent 

any guns to Cuba and I couldn’t have gotten them in Cuba. 

If" I had, I hate to think what would have happened to 

me. (74^) 

(764) The committee also interviewed Ayo, who said he knew Mc- 
Keown very well in 1959 when he was employed as a patrolman work- 
ing out of the Harris County Sheriff’s office. (74J) He stated that while 
on patrol, he was contacted by the sheriff, who asked him to go to 
McKeown’s place of employment, get the phone number and relay 
the information back to the office. McKeown gave him the number, 
and Ayo did as requested. Ayo stated he was not informed by the 
sheriff of the reason for the request. (7JJ) 

(765) iTiconsistenoies in the McKemvn material. — In addition to the 
obvious differences between Ruby’s and McKeown’s recollections of 
their mutual association, important, substantive inconsistencies per- 
meate McKeown’s accounts. Some of the key ones are ; 

(1) How and when McKeown determined that the person who 
had visited him was J ack Ruby ; 

(2) The number of people Ruby wished to get released from 
Cuba; 

(3) When the Ruby-McKeown contacts occurred ; 

(4) How many times Ruby visited McKeown in person ; 

(5) The amount of time between the phone call and the personal 
visit or visits : 

(6) Whether McKeown ever heard Ruby ask about Davis; and 

(7) When McKeown first spoke to the FBI about these contacts. 

(766) Analysis. — It has not been possible to confirm or refute Mc- 
Keown’s allegations. The most that can be said is that Ruby probably 
made some kind of contact with someone, possibly McKeown, in Texas 
regarding something related to Cuba. This statement alone is con- 
sistent with the inference that Ruby’s trips to Cuba were not merely 
for vacation. If McKeown’s allegations are in fact true, which again 
the committee was unable to determine, this would lead even more 
credence to the committee’s theory regarding Ruby’s trips. 

(767) If Ruby did in fact take at least three trips to Cuba and on at 
least one of th^e trips was acting as a courier, there is a strong pos- 
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sibility that he was interested in pursuing other interests, such as 
selling jeeps or guns to Cuba or obtaining the release of prisoners. 
This possibility is supported not only by McKeown’s statements, but 
also by Ruby’s. Ruby admitted he had contacted someone regarding 
the sale of jeeps to Castro. (7^) Ruby also reportedly told Wally 
Weston, ^‘TheyVe going to find out about Cuba, they’re going to find 
out about the guns.” (7^) Ruby’s repeated insistence that he only took 
one trip to Cuba is an additional indication that he was involved in 
activities not normally associated with vacation. Selling merchandise 
to Cuba would also be consistent with Ruby’s history of involvement 
with several money-making schemes, e.g., twist boards, razor blades, 
log cabins and pizza crusts. (7-^7) 

Thomas Eli Dawis ///, Allegation 

(768) After Jack Ruby told the FBI that he had contacted an indi- 
vidual in Houston, Dallas assistant district attorney William Alex- 
ander reported on January 14, 1964, that he had learned from some 
source that Ruby had contact with a Davis, described as an ex-convict 
believed living in Beaumont, Tex.(7J5) The Houston FBI office re- 
ported on January 14, 1964, that they had failed to locate a Davis 
either in Houston or Beaumont, Tex. {7J^) In a March 19, 1964, memo- 
randum, Warren Commission attorneys Hubert and Griffin wrote: 

Ruby has acknowledged independently that, prior to the 
time that Castro fell into disfavor in the United States, he had 
been interested in selling jeeps to Cuba. Ruby stated that 
he contacted a man in Beaumont, Tex., whose name he recalled 
was Davis. The FBI has been unable to identify anyone en- 
gaged in the sale of arms to Cuba who might be identical with 
the person named Davis. {750) 

^ Seth Kantor, in his book ^^Who Was Jack Ruby?,” identifies 
3 as Thomas Eli Davis 111.(757) According to Kantor, Ruby 
allegedly told his first lawyer, Tom Howard (deceased), that he had 
intended to begin a regular ^nrunning business with Davis. (75^) 
Kantor also alleged that Davis was in jail in Algiers at the tim e of 
the President’s assassination (755) and was bailed out by QJ/ WlN, a 
CIA employee. (75J) Kantor also stated that Davis was killed in 
September 1973 while stealing copper wire from an abandoned rock 
crusher site in Wise County, Tex. (755) 

(770) A review of Davis’ FBI file indicates that in June 1958, Davis 
attempted to rob a bank in Detroit for which he received 5 years pro- 
bation. (755) Davis’ probation supervision was transferred on Octo- 
ber 7, 1958, to the U.S. Probation Office in Fort Worth, Tex., and 
again on September 20, 1960, to the Probation Office in Beaumont, 
Tex. (757) His probation was terminated on February 21, 1962.(755) 
(771 ) An FBI memorandum, dated June 25, 1963, reports that Davis : 

In May 1963 placed ad in Los Angeles, Calif., newspaper 
offering military-type employment to former military per- 
sonnel with specialized backgrounds. Investigation instituted 
to determine if possible neutrality matter violation existed or 
if matter of intelligence interest to this Bureau. Persons who 
answered ad interviewed and it was determined subject 
[Davis] indicated the military -type employment consisted of 
going to Haiti with an independent group to overthrow the 
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Haitian President Duvalier. ISubject interviewed and it was 
determined he is employed as a freelance writer who was at- 
tempting to develop material for an article he hoped to pub- 
lish. The article was to deal with the soldier-of-fortune and 
the method used in organizing an army and the type of men 
employed in such an anny. He was desirous of learning the 
attitude of the U.S. Government concerning the type of laws 
violated and possible punishment for any such violations. To 
determine this, he placed above mentioned ad in the news- 
paper, * * *(75P) 

(772) A May 1963 airtel to the SAC in Los Angeles from the Di- 
rector of the FBI advised that the “CIA through liaison channels'’ 
had informed the Bureau “that the matter designated in retel was not 
a CIA operation.” This airtel was probably referring to Davis’ 
actions discussed in the above FBI memorandum. 

(773) The FBI file reflects that the Bureau received several State 
Department telegrams in December 1963 that concerned Davis. (7^7) 
An FBI memorandum, dated I>ecember 20, 1963, to the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State states: 

Reference is made to the incoming telegram received by 
your Department on December 10, 1963, from Tangier, 
Morocco, your control number 6690. It was stated therein 
that Thomas Eli Davis, Jr., was being held by the Moroccan 
National Security Police because of a letter in his handwriting 
which referred in passing to Oswald and to Kennedy assassi- 
nation. (7^^) 

(774) The State Department’s passport file indicated Davis applied 
for a passport on January 31, 1963, in New Orleans. A State Depart- 
ment telegram from Tangier, dated December 10, 1963, states that 
Davis was arrested on December 8, 1963, for trying to sell pistols. His 
wife was also with him. The telegram comments : 

Moroccan National Security Police [Interpol] claim at- 
tempted sale of pistols minor but holding Davis on basis 
ramoling, somewhat cryptic, unsigned letter in Davis’ hand- 
writing which refers in passing to “Oswald” and to Kennedy 
assassination. Letter also suggests intended addressee at- 
torney Thomas G. Proctor donate money to Johnson’s cam- 
paign. Proctor’s address : Hotel Iroquois, 99 West 44th Street, 

New York. (7^J) 

The committee was unable to locate Proctor. 

(775) It was also reported in this telegram that Mrs. Davis told the 
consulate general that Davis was a “soldier of fortune.” She said 
he worked in Indochina, Indonesia, Algeria, and Cuba, always on 
the “Western side.”(7^j^) She stated they left the United States on 
November 2, 1963, and arrived in Tangiers via London, Paris, and 
Madrid on November 28, 1963. (7^5) 

(776) ATialysis . — Due to limitations of time and resources, the 
committee did not thoroughly investigate Ruby’s possible connection 
with Davis. It did not interview his wife or other relatives, nor did it 
determine exactly what Davis said about the assassination. It was not 
possible, therefore, to confirm Kantor’s allegation that the Davis to 
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whom Ruby referred was Thomas Eli Davis III, or that Ruby was 
going into the gunrunning business with him. It was also not possible 
to determine if a CIA employee, QJ/WIN, assisted in the release of 
Davis from the Moroccan jail. QJ/WIN 's CIA file was reviewed but 
revealed nothing about Davis. The committee made no effort to 
interview QJ/WIN, whose role in the CIA’s assassination planning 
apparatus, code-named ‘‘Executive Action,” was detailed in the report, 
“Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders,” of the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence in 1975. 

Meeting iiyitK the Fox hTothers 

(777) During his Warren Commission testimony. Ruby identified 
the Fox brothers as the owners of the Tropicana.(7^^) He indicated 
the Fox brothers came to Dallas “to collect a debt that some man owed 
the Cotton Gin Co. here” (7^7) and that he had dinner with one of 
the Fox brothers at the Luau Restaurant at Love Field in Dallas. (7^<9) 
Ruby stated : 

There is a very prominent attorney in Dallas, McCord. 
McCord represents the Fox brothers here. They called me 
because the Fox brothers wanted to see me, and I came down to 
the hotel. And Mrs. McWillie — Mr. McWillie was married to 
her at that time — and if I recall, I didn’t show them off at the 
airport at that time. This is when they were still living in 
Havana, the Fox brothers. We had dinner at — how do you 
pronounce that restaurant at Love Field? Luau? That serves 
this Chinese food. Dave McCord, I was in his presence, and I 
was invited out to dinner, and there was an attorney by the 
name of Leon. Is he associated with McCord ? And there was 
McLane.(7^P) 

(778) The committee spoke with David McCord on September 28, 
1978.(776^) When asked about the dinner with Ruby and one of the 
Fox brothers, McCord stated that the meeting did occur at Love Field 
at the Luau Restaurant but involved McCord, Ruby, and the Guadano 
brothers, Robert and Bemie.(77i) McCord stated that the Guadanos 
were businessmen from Great Neck, and had business dealings with 
McCord in a company operating in Honduras. (77^) McCord claimed 
the meeting was social in nature. (77J) The committee did not locate 
the Guedanos. 

(779) In his book, Kantor disclosed some information about McCord 
which tended to indicate McCord’s credibility may be questionable. 
He stated that McCord : 

Gave up his license to practice law rather than face disbar- 
ment proceedings when charged with involvement in a shady 
securities deal. Then, in July 1976, McCord was arrested on 
numerous other charges, including conspiracy and mail fraud 
involved in a bogus sflver mine investment scheme. (77.^) 

The committee did not confirm this information. 

(780) The other attorney who was allegedly present at this dinner, 
Alfred E. McLane, was killed in a taxi on March 16, 1963.(775) Both 
the Fox brothers were also deceased. 

(781) There is additional evidence that Ruby did know the Foxes. 
Ruby stated in an FBI interview that while in Cuba he spent all of his 


44-105 0-79 


13 



186 


time in Havana “except to go to a small area on one occasion with 
one of the Fox brothers who owned the Tropicana.”(77^) Ruby also 
stated that he was delayed by Cuban customs agents because of the 
discovery in his luggage of a photograph of one of the Fox broth- 
ers. (777) McWillie also stated that, he introduced Ruby to the Foxes. 
(778) 

Earl Rvhy Telegram to Havana 

(782) An Internal Revenue Sendee report, dated January 9, 1964, 
contained an analysis of long distance telephone calls originating from 
Earl Ruby's (Jack Ruby's brother) residence in Springfield, Mich., 
and from Cot^ Cleaners in Detroit, Mich. (775) On January 9, 1964, 
IRS Agent Anstett questioned Earl Ruby about the long distance calls 
he made in 1962. These calls included a telegram sent on April 1, 1962, 
to Havana, Cuba, from Cobo Cleanei-s. When asked about the telegram, 
Earl Ruby stated, “ThaCs a telegram isn't it — I don’t remember.” (755) 
Agent Anstett later made the statement in his report that : 

Comments were offered easily and freely until the item of 
the Havana telegram. After a brief pause in the conversation 
Agent Anstett specifically requested a comment on this item. 
After another pause the above-mentioned comment was 
made. (757) 

(783) Earl Ruby, in his testimony before the Warren Commission, 
again was unable to recall this telegram. {782) 

(784) The committee deposed Earl Ruby on July 20, 1978. At that 
time, Earl Ruby indicated that perhaps he had sent the telegram to 
McWillie because “he is the only one I would have known in 
Cuba.”(75J) Later, however, Earl Ruby stated, referring to McWillie, 
“The firet time I ever saw him or talked to him was a year or two ago 
in Ve*ras,”(754) although he knew of McWillie through Jack.(75-5) 
Earl Ruby also stated, “I swear on my oath that I don’t £uow anythii^ 
about it except that it is possible I forgot and I may have sent McWillie 
a telegram.”(755) Earl Ruby admitted that if the telegram were sent 
it would have been sent by himself and not one of his employees. (757) 

(785) On August IT, 1978, Earl Ruby wrote the following letter to 
the committee : 

Regarding telegram alleged sent to Cuba in 1962, 1 checked 
with post office here and learned that there are six Cubans 
in the United States and now I'm sure the telegram in ques- 
tion was sent to a Cuba here in the United States and not to 
Havana, Cuba, or any other place in Cuba. I therefore must 
go on record as stating that at no time did I ever send a tele- 
^ani to Havana, Cuba or any place in Cuba. There is a Cuba 
in each of the following States: Alabama. Illinois, Kansas, 

New Mexioj, New York, and Ohio. (755) 

The IRS report listing the telegram specifically stated, “Havana, 
Cuba:” however, the committee was unable to obtain the original 
telegram. 

(786) Earl Ruby testified before the committee on September 26, 
1978. At that time, he stated : 

Again, I wish to state imder oath I never sent the telegram. 

I have no idea what took place. It wouldn't be the first time 
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that there was an error in billing our telephone. As counsel 
brought up something that I didn’t even think of, he said if it 
had been a telegram to Havana, Cuba, that it would have been 
listed as a cablegram. Also, again I wish to state that I had 
no idea or any thought of sending a devious type of telegram 
to Cuba for some reason or another. I would be very foolish 
to send from my own telephone, I could have gone to a local 
Western Union and done something like that. So, again I 
wish to state under oath I never sent a telegram to Havana, 
Cuba. I don’t know how it happened. That is about \i,{789) 

Jack Ruhi/s familiarity laith the Fair Play for Cuba Committee 

(787) Another small indication that Jack Ruby was at least familiar 
with some Cuban activities occurred during the night of November 22, 
1963. At that time, there was a press conference involving Oswald at 
the Dallas police station. Ruby was present. (7^) During the confer- 
ence, District Attorney Henry Wade was asked about Oswald’s being 
a Communist. According to Wade’s testimony before the Warren Com- 
mission, this is what occurred : 

And I said, well, now, I don’t know about that but they 
found some literature, I understand, some literature dealing 
with Free Cuba movement. Following this — and so I looked 
up and Jack Ruby is in the audience and he said, no, it is the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee. (7Pi) 

Nancy Perrin Rich Allegation 

(788) Nancy Perrin Rich was first interviewed by the FBI on No- 
vember 27, 1963.(75^) At this time, she claimed that she worked for 
Ruby in July and August 1961. (75J) Rich claimed that following her 
discharge from Ruby’s employment, she attended four meetings in 
Dallas of a group arranging to sell Enfield rifles to Cuba. Rich stated 
Ruby was present at three of these meetings, as was a U.S. Army 
colonel. (7P-4) Rich also stated she made her husband pull out of the 
operation and did not know if in fact any guns were sent to Cuba.(7P5) 
On December 3, 1963, Rich signed a statement which contained sub- 
stantially the same version of events as in her FBI interview, (7dff) 
although she only mentioned two meetings, 

(789) Rich was again interviewed by the FBI on December 5, 1963. 
{797) She said she worked for Ruby for 5 weeks and that “she did 
not like Ruby and that he had treated her badly and that she quit the 
job after a quarrel and fight with Ruby.” (7^5) After leaving Ruby’s 
employ, a “Dick C.,’' a bartender who would arrange prostitution dates 
for her, arranged a meeting for her and her husband with an Army 
colonel “in connection witn taking Cuban refugees from Cuba to 
Miami.” (7-95>) They met with the colonel, and “it was proposed that 
her husband pilot a boat to Cuba and pick up Cuban refugees and 
return them to Miami.” (56*<>) She attended a second meeting at which 
there were 8 to 12 people, including Jack Ruby.(5^7) Again they 
discussed the refugees. They also discussed sending Enfield rifles to 
Castro. ((^92) Rich claimed that at this meeting she said she did not 
want to have any part of these activities because she was loyal to the 
United States. According to Rich, Ruby then “made a speech, banging 
on the table, getting red in the face, but she could not recall exactly 
what he said.”(<^6>J) Rich claimed there was a third meeting about 2 
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days later at which Ruby stayed 15 to 20 minutes. (5(9^) Rich said she 
attended no more meetings. 

(790) At this time, Rich was given a polygraph examination. 

She was extremely nervous and indicated she had taken the drug 
methadrine on the date of the examination. ((^^^7) The polygraph ex- 
aminer concluded the test results were inconclusive based on Rich’s 
past medical history and use of drugs. The FBI report went on 
to state : 

The examiner observed however that significant emotional 
responses recorded by the polygraph led the examiner to be- 
lieve Perrin’s story regarding Cuban arms meetings is untrue. 

The examiner is of the opinion she has a tendency to de- 
lusions of grandeur. 

(791) The FBI also interviewed Cy Victorson, an attorney who 
represented Rich when she was arrested in August 1961. (^7 ^^) Victor- 
son described Rich as “being an habitual liar, who found it difficult 
to tell the truth.” (^77) A Dallas policeman also described Rich as a 
“psychopathic liar, who got great delight out of telling wild tales.” 
(812) The FBI interviewed Dave Cherry, probably the “Dave C.” 
to whom Rich referred. (^75) Cherry indicated he knew Rich but 
claimed to know nothing about running guns to Cuba. (^7.^) 

(792) ^ Rich testified before the Warren Commission on June 2, 1964, 
repeating substantially the same story. (<S75) She added that her hus- 
band was to receive $10,000 for his services, (57^) and that they had 
counteroffered with $25,000.(577) Rich also added that when Ruby 
arrived at the second meeting, the “colonel rushed out into the kitchen 
or bedroom” and Ruby had a “bulge” in his pocket. (575) According 
to Rich, when Ruby came out of the room, the “bulge” was gone. {819) 

(793) The committee did not investigate this allegation and pos- 
sessed no additional information to refute or to confirm Rich’s story. 

D. Ruby’s Telephone Records From 1963 * 

ANALYSIS BY THE WARREN COMMISSION 

(794) ^ During the Warren Commission’s investigation, counsels Burt 
W. Griffin and Leon D. Hubert had recommended in a memorandum 
that steps be taken to obtain and preserve a large number of tele- 
phone records involving Jack Ruby and numerous associates. (5^^^) 
Specifically, they asked that the FBI be instructed to secure the rec- 
ords and that Commission Chairman Earl Warren address a letter 
to the various telephone companies to assure that the records not be 
destroyed, (5^7) While the Warren Commission and the FBI did ob- 
tain some of the records, an extensive effort to collect them was not 
carried out. Griffin stated that Commission general counsel J. Lee Ran- 
kin vetoed their full request because the effort would have been too 
burdensome and was too far-reaching. 

(795) The Commission and the FBI failed to analyze systematically 
and to develop the data in those records which were obtained. (5^^) 


♦Prepared by Howard Shapiro, research attorney, and Michael Ewing, staff 
researcher. 
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In a subsequent memorandum, Griffin and Hubert advised that they 
were in need of further assistance in evaluating the records, saying 
that they would need the services of additional personnel to undertake 
a competent analysis. (5^^) It was suggested by Eankin at one point 
that Chief Justice Warren’s security guard might be able to devote 
some time to the project. In the end, the actual analysis contem- 
plated by Griffin and Hubert was never fully conducted because of 
limited time and resources. 

REVIEW BY THE COMMITTEE 

(796) The committee obtained the records acquired by the 
Warren Commission, as well as others from various sources, includ- 
ing the FBI, former New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison, and 
the telephone company (A. T. & T.). These records encompassed a 
broad range of persons both known and unknown to Jack Euby (but 
speculatively associated with him), as well as individuals associated 
with Lee Harvey Oswald, and others. Among the records acquired and 
reviewed by the committee were those of : 

Euby and his brothers and sisters ; 

Associates of Euby, such as Lawrence Meyers, Alexander Gruber, 
and Lewis J. McWillie ; 

Individuals called by Euby in 1963, such as Barney Baker and 
Frank Goldstein ; 

The companies which in 1963 employed Baker (Chicago Loop Auto 
EefinishingCo.) and Myers (Ero Manufacturing Co.) ; 

J. D. Tippit, the Dallas policeman slain by Lee Harvey Oswald after 
the President’s assassination ; 

Bruce and Karen Carlin (Mrs. Carlin worked for Jack Euby under 
the stage name of Little Lynn) ; 

Carlos Marcello, an important organized crime figure ; 

David Ferrie, an individual linked with both Marcello and Lee 
Harvey Oswald ; 

Eobert Maheu, Sam Giancana and John Eoselli, individuals involved 
in CIA plots to assassinate Fidel Castro in the early 1960’s ; and 

“Dutz” Murret, the uncle of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

(797) This list is only partial, and in many instances the records ob- 
tained included phone calls for only a portion of the 1963 period. In 
some instances, the committee’s requests for telephone records could 
not be accommodated. The committee also had access to and used frag- 
mented telephone numbers and numbers whose subscribers were un- 
known. 

Methodology 

(798) With the aid of the Legislative and Committee Sys- 
tems Division of the House Information Systems, the com- 
mittee developed a computer project that facilitated the organiza- 
tion of the telephone records and contacts so as to allow detail^ anal- 
ysis and comparison. An Amdahl 470 V-5 computer, with backup 
provided by two IBM 370-158 central processing units operating im- 
der the OS /MVS system, were used. After an appropriate format was 
chosen for the output, various programs were run. The most important 
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provided master alphabetical and masrer chronoiogicai listings of all 
calls in the data base. Extracts from those jn'ograins which focused 
on smaller groups of individuals wore also requested and provided. 
Committee staff members then reviewed these outputs in an attempt 
to find }:)atteiTis and frequencies of calls and matching telephone num- 
bers. 

(T9h) While investigative breakthroughs did not occur, certain tele- 
phone contacts caused the committee to conduct further field and file 
investigations. The major area of intcu'est in the project was the 1963 
telephone calls of Jack Ruby and his alleged contacts and associations 
with organized crime figures. 

(800) A chronological consolidation of the telej^hone calls made by 

Ruby from the five separate business and home telephones he used 
uncovered a significant increase in the number of calls made in Octo- 
ber and Xovember 1963. The average number lept from around 25 
to 35 in the months of May through Se 2 )tember to approximately 75 
in October and approximately 96 during the fii^st 31/2 weeks of No- 
vember. In an effort to determine possible reasons for this sig- 

nificant increase in calls during the months immediately preceding 
the assassination, the committee closely evaluated Ruby’s activities dur- 
ing that period. It looked at whom Ruby was calling and who was 
calling him, why he was in contact with those people, whether he had 
had previous contact with them, and what the significance of such 
contacts was. 

Nature of the calls 

(801) The majority of Jack Ruby's 1963 calls can be categorized 
and described as follows: 

(802) A large number were made to Ralph Paul, Ruby’s closest 
friend (5^^) and a part owner of Ruby’s nightclub, the Carousel. (<^^7) 
These were placed either to Paul’s home or to his place of business, 
the Bull-Pen Restaurant in Fort Worth, Tex. Their frequency in- 
creased in the months and weeks preceding the assassination to the 
})oint where five or more calls between Ruby and Paul on a particular 
day were not unusual. The majority of the calls were of short dura- 
tion. According to Paul : 

ATell, every day he would find something else he would like 
to do — he would think of doing, or the union didn’t do right 
by him, the AGVA, or the girls didn’t do right — that’s why 
he called me almost every day. {828) 

Social calls to other friends by Ruby appeared to be few. 

(803) Calls were also made on a regular basis to membei^ of Ruby’s 
family, particularly Earl Ruby, a l)i*othei’ living in Detroit, and rela- 
tives living in Chicago: Hyman Rubinstein (brother), Mrs. Marion 
Carroll (sister), and Mrs. Eileen Kaminsky (sister). 

(804) Numerous calls were made to inquire about and secure acts 
and performers for Ruby's nightclub. These were to theatrical agen- 
cies and other nightclubs and lounges around the country, as well as 
to specific individuals, including Harold Tannenbaum, a New Orleans 
club operator who negotiated with Ruby concerning the services of 
Janet Conforto, a stripper wlio used the stage name of Jada. Ruby 
called other strippers and performei^s directly, including Juanita 
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Phillips (Candy Barr), Karen Bennett Carlin (Little Lynn), Nancy 
Powell, Gloria Merrifield (Smokey Turner), (^^5) Bill Demar, and 
Buddy Heard. The number of calls in this category increased as the 
year progressed, due in part to the end of Jada’s engagement at the 
Carousel, which left a void and necessitated the hiring of new acts. 
(805) An increasing number of calls were made in an attempt to 
resolve Ruby’s dispute with the American Guild of Variety Artists 
(AGVA).(<?«^6^) The monthly upsurge in these union-related calls 
corresponds to a significant degree with the upsurge in all of Ruby’s 
1963 calls. (5c?i) Ruby’s calls may be diagramed as follows : 

JACK RUBY - TOLL CALLS - 1963 


No. of Callt 







192 




o*te 

BS/12/ii 


06/27/*5 


oa/02/^3 


08/02/63 


Oe/O‘i/63 


00/16/63 


00/20/6 5 


06/22/63 


10/26/63 


10/50/65 


11/07/63 


TIME call cv'a’i:-. 

PUiCEC O' C:.L 


006 M.IH “ruIlLl: LEiJl': 


003 Nl>( IPD 


005 m:h Ti^">;aEPaiT0 


001 MIN lH'Jt;OEP0IPD 


002 MIN THUWJEPeiPO 


007 MIN ■mUNOEPBISO 


12:07 012 MIN UEINER IPUIN 


2ia3 OCl MIN TROPICAL COURT 


16U2 017 MIN CAROUSEL CLU0 



WEINER 


TiPE ALT3IT MBIT 

lall number subscriber NUmER 

SlATlOtf 7702 FR BI72362 7B6I 

CAPCUSEL CLUB 
1512 1/2 COMMERCE 5T 
DAL! AS TX 

STATION 7702 FR RI725A2 7MI 

CAPCUSEL CLUB 
1512 1/2 CCMMEPCE ST 
DALLAS TX 

station 7703 FR RI72362 7663 

CAROUSEL CLUB 
1512 1^2 CO;iMEPCE ST 
DALLAS TX 

STATIC?* 7703 FR RI72362 7663 

CAROUSEL CLUB 
1312 1/2 COMMERCE 5T 
DALLAS TX 

station 7701 FR kH15631 7636 

JACK RUBY 
223 5 EUJHG APT 207 
DALLAS TX 

STATICN 7701 FR UH15601 7636 

JACK RUBY 
L23 S EUIN3 APT 207 
DALLAS TX 

STATICN 7701 FR UH1S601 7836 

JACK PUCY 
223 5 EWING APT 207 
DALLAS TX 

STATICN 7701 FR Will5601 7636 

JACK PLer 
223 S EWINC APT 207 
DALLAS TX 

PERSOFUL 7707 FR RI72362 7663 

CAROUSEL CLL?B 
1512 1/2 COMMERCE ST 
DALLAS rX 

STATION 7706 FR RI72 36 2 766 3 

CARWJSEL CLL® 

1312 1/2 CCMMESCC ST 
DALLAS TX 

PERSONAL 7711 FR PA66031 7628 

ROBERT 6 BAKER 


suktiary of telephone calls 

TIME CALL DURATION TE LEPMC?NE . NO PERSON TYPE 

OATE placed DF CALL PLACI?IG CUL CALLED CALL 


AUDIT 

FAJMER SLBSCRieEfl 

S600 SHERIDAN ROAD 
CHICAGO IL 


11/08/63 16:67 006 MIN EDEN ROC HOTEL DUSTT MILLER 


11/06/63 17:22 016 MIN BAKER ROOEHT 


PERSaUL 7711 FR 


PI72362 
Carousel club 
1312 1/2 COMMERCE ST 
DALLAS TX 


station 


7712 FR 


RI72362 
CAROUSEL CLUB 
1312 1/2 COMMERCE ST 
DALLAS TX 


AICIT 

NlRIBEa 


7665 


7663 


(806) Calls to Richard Walker concerning abortion informa- 
tion. 

(807) Several calls to Plastelite Engineering, in Fort Worth, to 
discuss Ruby's marketing scheme involving exercise twistboards, and 
to Mar-Din, a company based in Chicago. (SS3) 

Analysis of the calls 

(808) It was not possible to explain adequately all of Ruby’s tele- 
phone contacts. Although explanations have been given, questions and 
speculation about his associates and contacts remain. For example, 
there was a 3-minute call to Clarence Rector of Sulphur Springs, Tex., 
on April 10, 1963. Rector told the FBI he had known Ruby since 1950, 
and that in 1960 Ruby had mentioned that he had been to Cuba in an 
attempt to obtain some gambling concessions with some associ- 
ates. (^J4) Rector had also made a visit to Cuba in late 1959.(5.55) 
The FBI did not question Rector about the April telephone call, and 
the committee was unable to locate him. 

(809) Another unexplained call was to Elizabeth Anne Matthews of 
Shreveport, La., on October 3, 1963, at 11 :03 p.m. It lasted 13 minutes. 
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Matthews was the former wife of Russell D. Matthews, an acquaintance 
of Jack Ruby(^J^) and an individual known to be connected with 
gambling and other criminal enterprises in Dallas. (^J7) In his deposi- 
tion to the committee, R. D. Matthews said he had no knowledge of 
this call(<5J^) or of any connection between Ruby and Matthews’ 
ex-wife. Elizabeth Anne Matthews was not located by the committee, 
but she had told the FBI on December 1, 1962, that she had no recol- 
lection of any calls from Dallas on or about October 3, 1965. (SS9) 

(810) Other ostensibly explained but still suspicious calls included a 
number of possibilities. A brief account of these calls and individuals, 
in chronological order, follows. 

(811) Lewis /. McWillie. — Between Jime and August 1963, Ruby 
placed seven long distance calls to McWillie, one of his closest friends. 
He spoke at length of this friendship during his Warren Commission 
testimony, stating at one point that he idolized McWillie. (^^) In 
1959, Ruby had visited him in Havana, Cuba,(^Jf ) where McWillie 
was working in a syndicate -controlled casino. FBI records established 
that McWillie at least knew Santos TrafRcante,(<§4£) the powerful 
Florida Mafia leader who played a role in the assassination conspiracies 
against Fidel Castro. (^^) McWillie denied anything more than a 
passing acquaintance with him. {SIf4) • 

(812) Ruby's phone calls to McWillie occurred on June 27, Septem- 
ber 2 (two calls), September 4, September 19, September 20, and Sep- 
tember 22. The first two were placed to McWillie’s home number, the 
remainder to McWillie’s place of business, the Thunderbird Casino in 
Las Vegas. McWillie stated that the purpose of these calls was Ruby’s 
desire for assistance in solving his labor dispute with AGVA.(5-^) 

(813) Iniyin S, Weiner . — On October 26, 1963, Jack Ruby placed a 
long distance call to Weiner in Chicago ; he spoke with him for 12 min- 
utes. Though the Warren Commission had been aware of this telephone 
call, it had never sought to have Weiner questioned, nor did it explore 
his background and associations. 

(814) Weiner was a prominent underworld bondsman (5-^^) who 
was closely associated with such men as James R. HoflFa,(^j7) Sam 
Giancana (<^4<^) and Paul and Allen Dorfman.(5^) According to 
Federal and State law enforcement files, Weiner had served as a key 
functionary in the relationship between the Chicago Mafia and various 
corrupt union officials, (^56?) particularly while Hoffa was president 
of the Teamsters Union. As recently as April 1978, Weiner had been 
described in a Jack Anderson column as “the underworld’s major 
financial figure in the Midwest.” 

(815) In the days following the assassination of President Kennedy, 
the FBI sought to question Weiner about the call he had received from 
Ruby. A November 28, 1963, teletype states that Weiner refused to 
respond to questioning by FBI agents in Chicago and declined to 
assist the investigation in any way.(^Ji) 

(816) In executive session testimony tefore the committee, Weiner 
Stated that Ruby’s call to him involved possible assistance in 
his labor dispute. (^J^) Weiner further testified that he had lied 
to a reporter when he stated in a taped interview earlier in 1978 that 
Ruby’s call had had nothing to do with Ruby’s labor problems. (^5J) 
Weiner also testified that he had refused to submit to FBI question- 
ing about Ruby in the weeks following the assassination because he 
believed Bureau agents had harassed his daughter by implying that 
he might have had some connection with the assassination. (^JJ) 
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(817) Nofio Pecora . — Telephone records indicated that at 9:13 p.m. 
on October 30, 1963, Jack Euby placed a 1-minute call to the Tropical 
Court Tourist Park, a trailer park in New Orleans, La. The number 
called by Euby, CH2-5431, was listed as the business office of the 
Tropical Court. In a partial compilation of various long distance 
telephone numbers called by Euby which had been transmitted to the 
Warren Commission by the FBI in early 1964, a notation indicated 
that the Euby call to the Tropical Court went to N. J. Pecora.(<S'JJ) 
The Commission, however, did not interview or investigate Pecora 
and made no reference to him in its report, 

(818) Nofio J. Pecora, alias Joseph O. Pecoraro, was the owner of 
the Tropical Court Tourist Park. He ran the business from a one- 
man office located on the premises. (^J6“) It had been this office that 
Euby called on October 30. Pecora, a former heroin smuggler,(5'J7') 
was an associate of Carlos Marcello, (^J^) the New Orleans Mafia 
leader. The FBI, Justice Department, and Metropolitan Crime Com- 
mission of New Orleans identified Pecora as one of Carlos Marcello’s 
associates, (^‘7»9) with various members of the Pecora family being 
in contact with Marcello’s family. (^^(9) The committee’s computer 
telephone project noted, for example, that Marcello placed a call to 
Nofio Pecora on June 24, 1963, at the same trailer office number that 
Euby had called 4 months later. 

(819) Earlier in 1978, when the committee investigators questioned 
Pecora about the October 30, 1963, telephone call, he declined to 
respond. In September 1978, however, he finally agreed to answer 
questions by the committee. He stated that he did not recall receiving 
any telephone call from Jack Euby and did not in fact know Euby 
or have any knowledge of him. (5^7) Pecora believed that he was 
probably the only person who had access to his Tropical Court tele- 
phone in 1963, but that he might well have taken a telephone message 
for someone else who lived at the trailer park.(<95^) He suggested 
in his interview that Euby might have called his office on October 
30 in an attempt to locate some other party, (<5^J) but stated he did 
not believe he ever took a message from Euby. 

(820) The evidence indicates that Euby did in fact have an asso- 
ciate who lived at the Tropical Court Tourist Park at that time — 
Harold Tannenbaum, a New Orleans nightclub manager. He had run 
several Bourbon Street clubs affiliated with Marcello interests. In 
his committee interview, Pecora admitted that he was acquainted with 
Tannenbaum and that they were neighbors in the trailer court. (^^^) 
He was not aware that Tannenbaum was a friend of Euby.(^6‘5) 

(821) Harold Tannenbaum had met Euby in the summer of 1963 
and had discussed going into business with him. The computer tele- 
phone project established that Euby and Tannenbaum were in reg- 
ular contact by telephone from June until October 1963. The com- 
mittee also found that 1 hour after the 1-minute call from Euby’s 
office to Pecora ’s office, Tannenbaum liimself placed a call to Euby. 
This sequence could thus be interpreted as consistent with what Pecora 
suggested — that Euby called his trailer court office simply to relay a 
message to another party. Nevertheless, Pecora did not recall relaying 
any long-distance telephone message from Euby to Tannenbaum or 
anyone else in the trailer park. (866) 

(822) Barmy Baker . — On November 7, 1963, Jack Euby received a 
collect call from Eobert G. (Barney) Baker of Chicago which lasted 
17 minutes. Baker was an associate of James E. Hoffa. (5^) A former 



195 


boxer and ex-convict, he was one of Holla’s best known assistants 
during the McClellan committee investigation in the late 1950’s.(^^P) 
This investigation, coordinated by chief counsel Kobert F. Kennedy, 
had detailed Baker’s role as Hoffa’s personal liaison to various Mafia 
figures, as well as to a number of well-known syndicate execu- 
tioners.f^^/^) In 1960, Robert Kennedy wrote that “sometimes the 
mere threat of his [Baker’s] presence in a room was enough to silence 
the men who would otherwise have opposed Hoffa’s reign.” (^7i) 

(823) Baker was questioned by the FBI in Chicago on January 3, 
1964. He stated that Ruby was a complete stranger to him until the 
very day he spoke with him, November 7, 1963. (§7^) Ruy had called 
him earlier that day, and, in his absence. Baker’s wife had taken a 
message instructing him to call Ruby’s nightclub in Dallas. (^7<^) This 
( all did not appear in the telephone records gathered by the commit- 
tee.) Baker told the FBI that Ruby had not used his real name, but 
had instead instructed him to call back and ask for “Lou,” which he 
did. (^74) This was the reason Baker gave for placing a collect call 
to Ruby’s number. Baker told the FBI that the purpose of Ruby’s call 
was to seek assistance in the labor dispute Ruby was having with his 
nightclub competitors in Dallas. {875) 

(824) Dusty MUUr . — On November 8, 1963, the day after Ruby had 
received a call from Baker, he placed a call to Murray W. (Dusty) 
Miller at the Eden Roc Hotel in Miami, Fla., a call lasting 4 minutes. 
Dusty Miller was another assistant of Hoffa and head of the southern 
conference of the union. As such, he was regarded as a possible suc- 
cessor to Hoffa. (^^) Miller was also said to be associated with 
numerous underworld figures. {877) 

(825) In a 1978 interview with the committee, Miller stated that he 
had had no contact with Jack Ruby before the November 8, 1963, 
telephone call, during which Ruby had asked for assistance in his 
labor problems. (<^7<9) Ruby had stated something to the effect that 
“Barney Baker gave me your number and told me that maybe you 
could help me out.” Miller, upon hearing the reference to Baker, 
quickly ended the conversation, as Miller viewed Barney Baker as 
a man with questionable associations, and he did not wish to be 
involved in any dealing that Baker himself might be involved in. {879) 

(826) INIiller told the committee that he had assumed from the sub- 
stance of his conversation with Ruby that Ruby and Baker were 
friends- ( ^<96^ ) He was surprised that Baker had given his telephone 
number to Ruby, though he never discussed the incident with Baker. 
{881) Miller stated that he had no further knowledge of Jack Ruby, 
nor had he ever been contacted again by 'Ruhy.{88£) 

(827) Barney Baker. — Telephone records indicate that on Novem- 
ber 8, 1963, at 5:22 p.m.. Jack Ruby placed another call to Barney 
Baker in Chicago. This occurred 31 minutes after the Ruby-Miller call 
and lasted for 14 minutes. 

( 828) Baker said that he terminated the November 7 call by “firmly 
declining to offer any assistance” in Ruby’s labor difficulties. (^5.^) 
In his 1964 FBI interview and 1978 committee deposition, Baker made 
no mention of the fact that Ruby had called him back on November 8 
and indicated that he had had no further contact with Ruby. (^^4^) 

(829) Lermnj Patrick . — In her Warren Commission testimony, Eva 
Grant, Jack Ruby’s sister, stated that Ruby had called Lenny Patrick 
in Chicago sometime during the summer of 1963. (5<9J) Grant said that 
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Ruby had had some difficulty in locating Patrick's number, but finally 
found it and called him. {886) 

(830) The committee was not able to locate a call to Patrick in the 
telephone records that it possessed, although the possibility of Ruby’s 
using a telephone not included in these records cannot be discounted. 
Furtner, Patrick stated during a 1978 deposition that he did not believe 
that Ruby had called him in 1963, although he did admit he was ac- 
quainted with Ruby when they were both much younger and living in 
Chicago. (^6*7) I^enny Patrick was one of the Chicago Mafia’s leading 
assassins and was responsible, according to Federal and State law en- 
forcement files, for the murders of over a dozen victims of the mob. 
{888) In later years, Patrick was to become a lieutenant of Chicago 
Mafia leader Sam Giancana. ( 

E. Labor Difficulties With the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, Early 1960’s * 

(831) One manifestation of Jack Ruby’s gregarious nature (^^) was 
his affinity for making telephone calls, as can be seen from the long- 
distance toll records made available to the Warren Commission (<?.9i) 
and the committee. Several of the calls made by Ruby in tlie months 
preceding the assassination of President Kennedy have been singled out 
by assassination investigators (^^^) as being suspicious, since they 
were made to '^known criminals.” (<9.9J) 

(832) An explanation frequently advanced for some of these calls 
concerns Ruby’s dispute with the American Guild of Variety Artists 
(xlGVA). The guild is a labor union for entertainers, although not 
exclusively. (^9 J) One group of entertainers usually affiliated with 
AGVA has been exotic dancers and strippers. (<?9J) These women con- 
stituted tlie bulk of Ruby’s employees at his last nightclub, the 
Carousel. 

(833) In order to employ strippers who belong to the union, Ruby 
had to sign the AGVA Minimum Basic Agreement,** (<?/?/?) a docu- 
ment that outlines working conditions and other contractual arrange- 
ments for the performers. Further, a standardized AGVA contract was 
to be signed for each individual performer’s engagement. ( <5.97 ) 

(834) As ill most businesses, a concern of management is to minimize 
costs. In the nightclnb/burlesque business, one method is to use non- 
union strippers and advertise them under the sobriquet of “amateur 
nights.” Ill Dallas, the concept of amateur nights was allegedly begun 
by Barney Weinstein, (^.96*) who ran the Theater Ijounge. ((999) Bar- 
ney’s brotlier, Abe, operated the Colony Ix>unge,(999) and the Wein- 
steins became Jack Ruby’s hated competitors. Theoretically, amateur 
niglits would feature women who had no entertainment experience and 
had merely left the nightclub audience on a caprice or had signed up 
beforehand, offering to perform on a one-time basis, (997) with the 
enticement of a small monetary reward and perhaps the opportunity 
to enter the entertainment field. (.99^) The allure of amateur nights 
could he ])artially attributed to the unprofessionalism of the women, 
(999) and the Weinsteins’ use of “applause meters” as embellishment 
underscores this notion. (99^) 


♦Prepared by Ilowaid Shapiro, research attorney, and Michael Ewing, staff 
researcher. 

** See attachment 1, par. 864. 



( 835 ) In truth, amateur niglits may have been used as a subterfuge to 
allow the club operators to hire nonunion performers at a much lower 
salary than union strippers. (^5) Andrew Armstrong, Rul^y’s assist- 
ant at the Carousel, stated that the same group of women performed 
in the amateur night promotions, taking a turn at each club, and that 
most were not really “amateurs.” Abe Weinstein admitted that 
even union performers were used during amateur nights, {907) pre- 
sumably at lower, nonunion salary scales. 

(836) Amateur nights were profitable endeavors for the Weinsteins, 
and Jack Ruby naturally tried to duplicate their success. (^5) Unfor- 
tunately, the Weinsteins’ amateur nights were more popular than those 
at the Carousel, since Ruby had less funds and therefore less 
women. (Pf 6^) Accordingly, Ruby altered his competitive tactics and 
decided that all amateur nights should be prohibited. 

(837) Ruby believed this dispute was within AGVA’s jurisdiction 
and that amateur nights violated AGVA’s constitution and rules, {911) 
which prohibited union entertainers such as emcees and musicians 
from working with amateurs. (P7^) As early as March 1961, he com- 
plained, and possibly threatened, Irving Mazzei, the western regional 
director for AGVA,(^7J) telling Mazzei that his competitors were 
holding their amateur nights on the same night of the week as he was 
and that Ruby wanted AGVA either to force his competitors to change 
their nights or have amateur nights completely discontinued. Mazzei 
told Ruby he would look into the matter. {9H) 

(838) When Mazzei visited Dallas in October 1961, the same di^us- 
sion occurred, and again in October 1962. (W5) The dispute gained 
strength in 1963, particularly in the months preceding President Ken- 
nedy's assassination, and in an attempt to settle the problem Ruby 
solicited the possible aid of many of his acquaintances in Dallas; (^7^) 
he also contacted other individuals that he had not previously known. 

( 839) Most of these contacts were AGVA officials, including Thomas 
Palmer, the branch manager of AGVA’s Dallas local in 1963,(^77) 
a j)osition he had assumed in 1962. Palmer said Ruby was continuously 
complaining about amateur night policies. {918) 

(840) In October 1962, Palmer received a directive from AGVA’s 
New York office that amateur nights should be halted. Later, a second 
order from Mazzei indicated that amateur nights were sanctioned on 
a conditional basis, (^7P) within a framework preventing AGVA 
strippers from being displaced and having competition. (P^) It is 
unclear whether there was a further restriction on how many nights 
per week clubs could sponsor amateur nights. (P^7) Mazzei had a 
slightly different recollection that an AGVA order to stop amateur 
nights came out in February 1963. He believed Ruby called him in an 
elated mood, being quite happy to comply. {922) 

(841) Apparently there was confusion as to what position the union 
was taking. (P^J) Palmer was receiving orders and counterorders and 
was unable to present a fixed policy to Ruby and the Weinsteins. (S^.J) 
Ruby seemed to interpret this ambiguity as discriminatory enforce- 
ment, whereby the Weinsteins were allowed to have amateur nights 
but Ruby was not. {925) 

(842) Ruby felt compelled to contact higher officials within AGVA, 
and the result was numerous telephone calls during the summer of 
1963 and a trip to New York in August. Several of the calls were to 
Joey Adams, the national president of AGVA, who stated that AGVA 
investigated Ruby's complaint and found the Weinsteins were paying 
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the women in question. Therefore they ,ere not amateurs. Un- 
fortunately, this rationalization relied on semantics and completely 
missed the point of Euby's contentions. 

(843) In New York, Euby attempted to see Bobby Faye, AGVA’s 

national administrative secretary, and Jackie Bright, another AGVA 
official, (.9i?7) but they refused to meet him, with P"aye shunting him to 
his assistant, Delores Eosaler. Adams and Faye, as well as other 
AGVA officials, could not concern themselves with Euby's problems 
because they were -embroiled in an internal AGVA struggle which 
was also brewing in the months preceding the assassination and 

coincidentally came to a head in the days before the tragedy. 

(844) Euby was becoming exasperated. AGVA could not, or would 
not help, and he was losing money and customers. (^J^) He eventually 
discontinued his own amateur nights and resorted to giving away, as 
an enticement to patrons, prizes such as dishes and audio equip- 
ment. (^J/) Euby continued to try to have the Weinsteins’ amateur 
nights stopped by contacting non-AGVA persons, but all attempts 
were fruitless. He called Lewis Me Willie, a long-time friend working 
at a casino in Las Vegas, wanting to know if McWillie knew tlie pres- 
ident of the union. (^J^) McWillie did not, but he put Euby in touch 
with William Miller, who supposedly knew the president, and Euby 
and Miller had several telephone conversations. (PJJ) While in New 
York, Ruby visited Joseph Glaser, the head of Associated Booking, a 
talent agency. (PJ-^) Glaser refused to do any favors for Ruby, includ- 
ing contacting AGVA on his behalf, and later described Ruby as a 
“mental case,” a “phony” and a “namedropper.”(^JJ) 

(845) Euby made a number of calls to Mike Shore, a friend of Earl 
Ruby,(.9J^) liis brother, and an individual involved in the enter- 
tainment business in Los Angeles. Ruby told Shore of his discrimina- 
tory enforcement problem and asked Shore to contact Mazzei or any 
other AGVA officials, even though Shore was not personally acquainted 
with any of them. Shore contacted Bobby Phillips, who worked in the 
Los Angeles office of Associated Booking, (9J7) as well as an indi- 
vidual whose last name was Rio,(^5<5) but these efforts were to no avail. 

(846) On August 4, 1963, Ruby called Barney Ross in New York. 
{9S9) Ross, a boyhood friend of Ruby and a former professional boxer, 
was employed in the talent agency field, but he too was unable to 
help.(^J^) 

(847) Throughout August, Ruby continued to call AGVA officials 
such as Mazzei and Adams : In September and October, he seemingly 
reduced his efforts, but at the end of October and during November 
there was a renewed flurry of telephone calls apparently relating to 
his labor problems. 

(848) One call was to Irwin W^einer, a Chicago bail bondsman whose 
connections to organized crime and Teamsters officials are well-docu- 
mented. (9^/) MTiile Weiner had grown up in the same Chicago 
neighborhood as the Ruby family and went to school with Earl Ruby, 
contact with Jack Rtiby had been almost nonexistent. The October 26 
call was most surprising to him. Weiner’s sw’orn explanation of their 
12-minute conversation was : 

Jack Ruby called me. Evidently he had a night club in 
Dallas, Tex. He had a strip tease night, one night a week he 
had an amateur strip tease. Some union that was affiliated 
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with entertainers had stopped him They asked him to stop 
because the amateur entertainers were not members of the 
union. 

He stopped me and another competitor of his opened up. 

He called me and wanted to know if I could write a bond. 

He was looking to get an injunction. The lawyer told him 
if he got an injunction he would have to put up a bond. He 
asked me if I would do that and I told him no. Then he told 
me he was going to file a lawsuit. (9^2) 

(849) The injunction apparently would have prevented the Wein- 
steins from holding amateur nights. The committee was unable to 
find any other indications that Kuby was planning or had begun to 
implement any sort of legal action against the Weinsteins. Ac- 
cordingly, his request to Weiner seemed odd, due to their limited rela- 
tionship, Weiner’s residence in Chicago, and Ruby’s acquaintances with 
other bondsmen in Dallas and California. {9J^) 

(850) Early in November, Ruby had at least one, and probably two, 
conversations with Robert (Barney) Baker, an associate of Jimmy 
Hoff a and another individual with numerous links to criminal fibres. 
{9JiS) The number and sequence of calls between Ruby and Bafer is 
in question. Ruby told Baker that an unidentified mutual friend 
suggested the contact, and again explained that his competitors were 
“attempting to knock him out” and that AGVA was “giving him a 
headache.” (P4^) He wanted Baker to intervene in his union negotia- 
tions. Baker replied that he could not do so because that would be a 
violation of his parole conditions. Further, Baker did not know 
anybody with AGVA.(P47) 

(851) On the same day that Ruby had a 14-minute conversation 
with Baker, he also called Teamsters official Murray (Dusty) Miller 
in Miami. (9^(??) Miller told the FBI only that the call involved 
Ruby’s dispute with AGVA.(^4^) He told the committee that Ruby 
stated that a mutual friend suggested the contact, that he had heard 
that Miller was friendly with the president of AGVA, and that he 
needed some assistance from its national office. Miller did not know 
the AGVA president, and he discontinued the conversation when 
Ruby identified their mutual friend as Barney Baker. (^5<9) 

(852) Several days later, Ruby called Frank Goldstein, a resident 
of San Francisco who was involved in gambling activities. (^5i) 
Goldstein had known Ruby in Chicago, and Eva Grant may have 
known and worked with Goldstein in San Francisco (^5^), but he 
was surprised to hear from “Sparl^,” as this was only the first or 
second time Ruby had ever called him.(PJJ) Ruby wanted somelx^y 
who had an “in” with the union. Goldstein told him that his union 
associations were in the news media field and not the entertainment 
business. (P5-^) 

(853) The calls to Weiner, Baker, Miller and Goldstein constitute 
the “suspicious” AGVA- related calls that are known to have been 
made by Ruby in the months preceding the assassination. They have 
been used as a basis for speculation that Ruby had links with organized 
crime, Jimmy Hoffa and the Teamsters, and other criminal enter- 
prises. Ruby himself told the Warren Commission that they were 
“not related to the underworld.” {955) 
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(854) Following the call to Goldstein, Kuby went back to the AGVA 
officials, calling Bobby Faye approximately six times ( 956 )^ including 
four calls on Xovember 18, 1968. He also called Mazzei at Mazzei’s 
unlisted home number in California, (^57) and Alton Sharpe, Palmer’s 
predecessor as Dallas branch manager, in Chicago, where Sharpe was 
serving as that local’s branch manager. ( 958 ) 

(855) Faye, as the national administrative secretary, was the true 
head of AGVA in 1963, with the presidency of the union being a 
largely titular position. (^5^^) Earlier in 1968, Faye had contacted 
Mazzei, telling him that amateur nights must stop, not just in Dallas 
but around the country. ( 960 ) Mazzei passed the word to Palmer and 
the Dallas nightclub owners (this may have been Mazzei’s February 
1963 order). Since the Weinsteins would not stop, deciding to con- 
tinue amateur nights even though they would have to pay all per- 
formers involved, (^^/) Ruby had to contact Faye in November. This 
time Faye apparently bypassed Mazzei and directly informed Palmer 
that amateur nights in the nature of an audience participation con- 
test were taboo. (^^;^) Palmer sent out a letter to the owners on Novem- 
ber 13, 1963. ( 963 ) Faye also sent a personal letter to Ruby. ( 96 ^) 

(856) On November 20, Ruby made at least two calls to Sharpe, stat- 
ing that he had received the November 13 letter but that Palmer was 
not acting in a reasonable manner, and asking if Sharpe could help 
him out. ( 965 ) He could not. 

(857) The next day, November 21, 1963, the storm brewing within 
AGVA broke, leaving Faye,(^^6‘) Mazzei (.9^7) and Sharpe (99c9) 
without jobs, a fate which also befell Palmer shortly thereafter. 

(858) Opinions are mixed as to whether Ruby had a legitimate ar- 
gument and w’as actually a victim of discriminatory enforcement by 
AGVA. It has been suggested that the various Dallas branch managers 
may have intentionafly favored the Weinsteins because of Ruby’s 
pestering, (999) chronic complaining (979) and sometimes abrasive 
personality, (977) or perhaps because of surreptitious payoffs. Tony 
Zoppi, a Dallas newspaper columnist, told the committee that in his 
opinion one of the Weinsteins was paying off the union. (97^) Palmer 
believed that he was one of the few AGVA officials who would not ac- 
cept bribes in the course of their duties, (97^^) and Bobby Faye stated 
that Ruby’s competitors may have had a “special relationship” with 
the branch manager (s). (97^) An FBI source said that he “did not 
doubt Dolan [James Henry Dolan, branch manager in Dallas from 
1957-60] may have used his position for extra income by requiring 
pay-offs from band leaders and persons seeking entertainers.” (975) 

(859) It is also possible that Ruby was dealing with an organiza- 
tion fraught with incompetence and corruption. Certainly AGVA’s in- 
ternal problems in 1963 did not improve Ruby’s plight. Neither did 
the possible corruption within AGVA. Palmer stated that dishonesty 
pervaded the upper echelon of the union, (979) and others have de- 
scribed AGVA as having “racketeer” links(977) and being associ- 
ated with “smalltime hoodlum ism. ”(975) Penny Singleton, the cur- 
rent president of AGVA and an individual involved in the 1963 
power struggle, described the situation then as “abominable” and 
stated that the union was completely corrupt. (979) 
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(860) Both Euby and the Weinsteins could have been blowing a 
trifling matter out of proportion. Palmer thought that after a while, 
the amateur nights were no longer profitable for the Weinsteins, but 
they continued them merely to frustrate and anger Ruby.(^^^) 

(861) Conversely, Palmer thought that Ruby may have pursued the 
amateur night issue not because of a true belief in its validity, but 
because he hated the Weinsteins, (^^7) as well as to divert attention 
from his other difficulties with AGVA.(P5^) Ruby had difficulty ad- 
hering to the AGVA minimum basic agreement since it restricted the 
hours which a performer had to work and Ruby had a continuous show 
policy at the Carousel, (^<§^) Further, he was often delinquent in the 
payments he had contracted to make to the AGVA welfare fund, even 
though these payments were not large. (^^-4) He was delinquent during 
Palmer’s tenure as Dallas branch manager, (^^5) but did become 
current, (P^<?) perhaps due in part to Palmer’s threat that Ruby would 
lose his AGVA license. (^^7) Ruby also encouraged his strippers to 
drink champagne with the customers, or at least to persuade the custo- 
mers to purchase it themselves. ( 988 ) This practice is known colloquial- 
ly as “B-girls,” and AGVA members were not supposed to engage in 
it, although enforcement was difficult and rare. Although Andrew 
Armstrong stated that Jack Ruby did not allow solicitation of custo- 
mers by his employees, (5^^) Heidi Lee Ballowe, a Ruby employee in 
1961 and a member of AGVA’s board in Dallas in 1963, stated the 
board had received two complaints that Ruby expected his dancers to 
associate with customers, (P^) a practice obviously not sanctioned by 
AGVA. 

(862) Complaints to AGVA by strippers also involved alleged phys- 
ical abuse by Ruby,(PPi) nonpayment of wages, and other contrac- 
tual violations. One example \ms the contractual difficulties Ruby had 
with Janet Conforto (“Jada”), the stripper Ruby recruited in New 
Orleans. He found that her act tended to overstep the bounds of de- 
cency prescribed for the Carousel and accordingly Ruby attempted to 
remove her act from the Carousel roster before her contract had run 
out. Palmer was forced to intercede to resolve the problem. (PP^) A sec- 
ond example involved a dancer who used the stage name of Najada. 
She complained to AGVA in 1961 after Ruby slapped her, but Dolan 
told her to forget the incident. ( 993 ) 

(863) It appears that Ruby’s problems with AGVA were constant, 
often open-ended and unresolved, with few victories for Ruby. Most 
importantly, his labor problems with AGVA were real and even pro- 
vided a plausible explanation for at least most of his actions, move- 
ments, and telephone calls in 1963. Indeed, testimony given to the com- 
mittee support^ the conclusion that most of Ruby’s phone calls dur- 
ing late 1963 were related to his labor troubles. In light of the iden- 
tity of some of the individuals with whom Ruby spoke, however, the 
possibility of other matters being discussed could not be dismissed. 
The explanations provided by several of the organized crime-con« 
nected figures Rubv was in touch with have not been corroborated and 
seem to have lackea credibility. While there can be no doubt that Rubjr’s 
difficulties with AGVA played an important part in his actions in 
1963, his labor problems do not necessarily explain all significant 
aspects of his actions and associations during that period. 
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rilinimum Basic Agrearasn'i 

( Night Clubs, Hotels, Cafes, Cabarets. Restaurants. Theatre Restaurants ) 


m 


AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS 

A branch of the Associated Actors and Artistes of America 
of filiated- zuith the American Federation of Labor 


K.-itional Headquarters 
no WEST 57th STREET 
New York 19, New York 


CLASSIFICATION 



BRANCH OFFICE 


ACREEUENT niKle 


>,19.'::..^ by and b«twe«i tb* 


AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS, iU» successors and asslffts (hereinafter called AGVA), and 

M \ . ,,, - , — — — - doinir business as — — 

* "(owner’s name. If Individually owned, or all partners* names) (trade name, U any) 


or (2) 

(if owned by corporation giv( 


^ - incorporated under the laws of t 

ion givdnil name of corporation) >7 




their heirs, successors and assigns (hereinafter called Employer) operating 

, I (Name of Club, Cafe, Hotel Room, 'Kestaonsnt, Etc.) 


In coDiideratioD of the mutual promises herein contained, it is mutually agreed os follows: 

1 AGVA RECOGNITION; The Employer hereby recoffniies AGVA as the exclusive collective banpaininjf agency for a» 
Artists in the Variety Field now or hereafter employed or othenrise engased hy the Enploycr daring the term of this 
Agreement, and the parties hereby mutually agree that AGVA represents a majority of the Artists employed by the Em- 
ployer. "x\rtista’*, os used herein, is defined to mean all actors, singers, dancers, and other performers or ent^ainerj In the 
Variety Field, but doea not include pei^onj who act solely as orchestra or band leaders or solely ns musicuuu in orches- 
tres and banda 

2. AGVA SHOP: The Emplover agrees that all Artists whose services he uses, and all Artists employed by hint or his 
representatives, directly or indirectly, will be members of AGVA in good standing; and will remain such members m 
good standing throughout their employment 

8 AGVA hlEilBESSHIP: AGVA agrees that it is an open union and will admit to and retain in membership uny 
Artists the Employer wishes to employ subject to the Constitution and By-Laws, Ralw and ReguL-Uions of AGVA with 
the exc-ption of persons suspended or expelled from AGVA or marked Unfair by AGVA or its affiUated organiiations 
in’ the Associated Actors and Artistes of America, or persons who are guilty of conduct unbecoming a union member. 
The Em-^ - agrees not to employ or continue the employment of persons suspended or expelled as above proyld^, 
-nd fur" *>‘5 that ho will not require any Artist to work with any other Aitut unless each and every such Artist 

is a me ;iod atanding of AGvAu 

4 AGVA CONTRACTS: All contracts of employment shall be on or shall he deemed to he on the AGVA Standard Form 
o’f ArtisU Employment Contract Nothing herein shall prevent My ^tist from negotiatmg better temi ar^ conditions 
of employment tfcm those contained in this Agreement or in the Standard Form of Artista Em^oyment Con^cL la 
cases of direct booking, the Employer agrees to e.recute the AGVA Standard Fonn of ^l8.a Ernployment Con^i^t 
with all Artists engagsd by him, before the commencement of rehe^als or perfonw^es, in tn plicate, one copy for the 
Employer, one copy for the Artist and to deliver one copy to AGV.\ withm forty-eight (48) houre of such execution. In 
easu where an Artist is employed through an agent or booker, the Employer agrees to deal exclusive)/ aith agents or 
bookeis franchised hy AGVA. 

6 BONDS: The Employer agrees to deposit and maintain with AGVA adequate security suitable to AGVA in tha foi-m 
of cash covering compensation ami transportation of, and welfare contributions for, the Artists who are, have been or will 
be employed by him. Should ths Employer request the rrtvrn of security deposited with AGVA at any t»mc du.tnfr t.:e 
term of this Agreement, it is specifically understood and agreed that AGVA, at its option, may forthwith and witliout 
notice terminate this Agreement. 

6 GOVERNMENTAL BENEFITS: The Employer agrees to abide by and live up to all present and futuro State, 
Countv, Municipal and Federal ordinances, rules, regulations, laws nnd statutes enacted for the protection of and appU- 
c.able to the employment of einployees and more specifically applic.able to employment of the Artistn hereunder. All 
Art'ita sh?.M he coniidered ns employees and not independent contractors and the Employer assumes all rcsnonsiMIity 
ffH the payment of all ta.xc 3 and contributions under Workmen's Compensation, Ur^em ploy meat Insurance, Scctal Ss- 
rurity. Old .^ge Pension or any other law applicable thereto. . - 

T ARBITRATION: The Emnloyer fti,Tw.s that any and .all controversies and disputes arising out of or relating to this 
.V'-rcement or out of the Employment of Artists he^eu^d►^r shall be settled and determined by AGVA. All clahn->« arising 
h^rcuader or out of any employment must be presented in writing to ACV.A. within thirty (HO) days after such claim 
i.h i’l luivu arisen, unless at the option of AGVA, good and sufficient roason for any dal.ay shall be presented to .AG\ 

8 KEl'KESENTATIVJiS: AGVA may designate deputies for its r.er:bfers in the establishment of the Employer and the 
r-uitlnver {‘"r^'es not to dtscriminnt* against any deputy or deputies; the Employer agree.^ to admit any authomml rep- 
r . c^'ative V.r .\GVA to the pnuuiaes of the Kmph<yor including rehearsal halls and b:tck.«tage ^nt all The V.ni- 

I '•v* T further ngrees not xo dir.erimin.'vte against any Arli^t for submitting .any griwanev to AGVA. 

9. L.WVS GOVERNING: This Agreement 5h.-ill be corstrun! in nccordaneo with^the law* of the State of Kew York. 



203 


10, Ti^TvM OF AGKCEMENT: This Agreement shall terminate on December 30 of thii year and shall be automatically re- 
newed for one year and successive one year periods thereafter unless written notice to the contrary is given by either 
party to the other not later than November 30th of any one year, by registered mail with return receipt requested. 
Should c^i.'tting comlitiona of the Employer, such as seating capacity, convert charge, minimum charge, liquor and food 
prices, etc. be materially changed by the Employer, then this Agreement may be terminated at any time by AGVA nod 
the Employer agrees to enter into a new agreement for new minitnura conditions for Artists based upon such new con- 
ditions. 


11. TERMS AND CONDITION'S: The Employer agrees that the minimum terms and conditions governing the employ- 
ment of Artists by the employer are those contained herein, and in all prescat and future rules and regulations of 
AGVA, and the Employer agrees to abide by and li%'e up to all such terms and conditions and rule.s and regulations. 
The Employer agrees that emplo>Tnent of Artists shall be subject to AGVA's Rules and Regulations, all of which ane 
incorporated herein and made part hereof by reference. 

12. MINIMUil COMPENS.A.TION; The Employer agrees that the minimum compensation for Artists shall h* ns fol- 
lows: 


Principals 

Chorus 


» /^£r..<>:p. 


net per person per week 


$ 


net per person per week 


There shall be no docking because of performances omitted or cancelled by the Employer. Minimum compenootioD 
for Chorus Artists shall apply to ensemble work in unison only. Chorus Artists required to st^ out of line, lead a pro- 
duction number or work in bits shall receive additional oalary equivalent to not leas than 23% of the minimum oalary 
of that Chorus Artist's then prevailing salary. ^ 

13. WORKING CONDITIONS: No Artist shall be requir^ to give more than pexfomianccs each nighL. 

Any performance In excess of such number each night shall be an extra performance and shall be paid for pro rata at 
the weekly compensation of the ArtisL No Chorus Artist shall be permitted to work more than six (6) days a week, 
said number of days to constitute a full work week. No Artist shall be dismissed later than two A.M.. loal time^ on any 
day. 

The Employer agrees to provide the Artists with a safe place to work; to pnvide adequate sonitniy faetliUea fot 
all Artists; to provide safe, clean and sanitary dressing rooms (with separate aeconwdations for male and female 
Artists) at the place of employment, and to make adequate provision to safeguard and insure the costumes, 
street clothes and other valuables of the Artist. 

14. TELEVISION; The Artist shall not be required to perform or appear nor ehall the Employer request or n«(uinr 
the .\rtist to perform or appear, directly or indirectly, in television regardless of the point of origin of the telecaoi 
without first securing the written consent and approval thereto of AGVA. 


15. MUSIC: The Employer, throughout the term of this contract, shall furnish to the Artist live musical accoRipaainicnt 
according to the usual standard of his est^lishment for ail petformances of the Artist at the Employer's exi^se, and 
the Employer further agrees to provide live full orchestra rehearsal at the £mplo)wr*a own expense for each Artist prior 
to the first performance. 

tC. SIGNATORIES: It !s agreed that if this Agreement is signed by a Finn or Corporation os the Employer, the tmli- 
viduals signing this Agreement on behalf of said Firm or Corporation toiotly and oeverally agree to be bound equally 
thereto with the Firm or Corporation. This Agreement shall not be binding on AGV.\ until countonigned by the Naiionti* 
Administrative Secretary of AGVA. 

17. WELFARE FUND: The Employer is advised of an AGVA Welfara Program which provides for welfare batii.*Au 
for AGVA members. To assure the benefits of said Welfare Program to tbe performers engaged by tha employer, (hr 
.•niplnycr .ircepts the Program and agrees to moke contributions to the AGVA Welfare Fund as follows: 

1. $1.00 per person per engagement per day 

2. $2.50 per person per week of six days or moro 

3. $3.50 per person per week for engagements outsido the 
Continental limits of the United States and Canada. 


The Empluyer shall file or cau?e to be filed with AGVA prior to or upon commaneement of the engagement of oiwli 
performer, the Weekly Booking Report form shor/ing the names of each performer engaged during the then current 
week his respective engagement contract compensation and such other information os that form moy xcouire. Such 
forms shall be mode avoilsble by AGVA Welfare Fund to tbe' employer. The employer shall pay to the AGVA Welfare 


shall constiti ".slice by the undersigned Employer to tbe Operator Trustees and AGVA Trustees named in snld Pro- 
gram and Ag; . -ment end Declaration of Trust of the acceptance by th^ndersigned Employer of the terms and condi- 
tions ihe.'eof a.-.J the designaUon of such Operator Trustees and their successors m Trust. ... 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hcraunto set their hands and seals the day and year fiist above written. 


AMERICAN Gl»LD OF VARIETV AHTIi 




Etii pi i>y e 

Full Name of Owner (Pe^y'P™ or Co^rjflon) X 

I ' ) 

of Signor if Firm o/Corpo^tion) -J 


Business Address of Owner 


City aii^ State 

Op-ratin;^ the 


(State Nan.* of Club, Cafe, Hotel Room, Restaurant, Etc.) 


(To be filled in by Br.inch) 


XMOU.ST OF INITIAL ROND 

CECKH-r ::o. 

UnCI'.Ii’T DATK 


National R. nresentativo or Rraach I.^nager 







onal Representative or Branch Manager 


Counte: 

By 

/ \ y National Administrative Secretary 


io313S3Sr£HSil 
IVZ lU SZliT SiCl 
Q3/M303'd 
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AGVA STANDAHD FOS.M O? ARTISTS SNGAGJ.MiNT COMT3ACT 


C.A ‘Pm ^oL 


ARTISTS REPRESENTATIVE 

Qfl. SUITE 500 — 1500 JACKSON STREET DALLAS 1. TEXAS 

Rl 7-2aS& R1 7-2842 


s’ATIONAL HEL\D0UARTERS 
551 FIFTH AVENUE 
NewYorilT. N. Y. 

TN 7-5600 


Ameri^cn Guild ot Variety Ar^sJs 

(A BrsncS o/ fh* At*a«Tof»J Atfori and of Anrortcol 

(AIHUo}^ with fSo AFi-CIOJ 


agreement roadatiU ^3 day of DeCSabeX* 19..63 briweeo 

Ralph Pai^ ( qarQ33l-...CXub) hereinafter called the “Operator- and 

.,V;ALLY VJE5TCN kerelsafter called the “Artijl’*, Membership No 

AGVA Branch--- P.' ^J .laS — _PaiJ to - — — — _ — ■■-•■ — — — 

1 _ Operator hereby wsrraati that be is the operator heretn at the present time and lor the duratioa of tbU contract, ami eogajes 

the Artist and the /VrtUt hereby accepts said cnjagemeot, to present bis act under the directioo, supernsioa and control ol she Operator, aa a 


acva apphoveo 

Membership Ko^ J 

Paid to * j -y 

Checked WXl;.. 

' */'f ■ 

Date Checiei.':'d..- 

Bond. MBA T7eU«,_ 


- M.C._ 

la lea city of.... 
CDBsecutieo veelu. 


.eoosiuiog of— -.0lX9. 

„P.^l.ad !3!.e;c3.s. 

-...Sevan ( 7 


-.( 1 


_CAaQ33IaJlLlIH.- 


COOtt9liCl92 




) persoa\ at the.... 

, for a period TVIQ_J‘/.8.€l}C3.- 

) days weeVIy, Thraa 


_( 3 ) ebowa' 



19.. 64lb r sriiidi the Operator agree* to pay the Arti^ and the AitiaS 

agTec* to accept, as full payoiftL the sum of.— DoUaxa .($ 225*00 ) veekly, 

1.9- : ■kMA.^eeav *Iua Ant VMB flU lu tk« ifiei fif 

2 > 


pay3>le imoedlalely pracadiag the £m perfocmaoce on the coocludiag aight of cadi week’s cngigeisant hercuader. 

2. • Artist henby glMe and gnats la Opentor the opUoB of caU Bdiag this agreement for — ( 


roesecutise sddillana] period* ot — 




) coDsccutlTo veelta each. Immediately following too 


cooclusioo of the orlgiaal eogagesent htnundor. npon the aam* teems and conditions ns contained herem lor the original period hereof. The 
weekly peyment during each ^doa period shall bo..; — DoHax* (« 225 »00). of thes* 




eeka (days) prior to the 


I members and oil gntder* wherosoerer the 


optJona to be efisctlso p<*«* bo rxerdsed In wridag by the Oporator not later than.... 

Urmitution of each procedlng puriod. Thia ooatrac^ including all optiona» may not exceed one yesr. (See reverse side.) (NOTE: On eogigement* 
lor one week or les* ACVA Kniis require written notice the day following the opening ; oo engagemeou of 2 or 5 woeks, the Rale* tequir* ei least one 
week’s written notie* and oo eoaigsmenU of 4 or mors woeka the Rules require at least 2 weeks’ written notice.) 

A IN THE EVENT THE E:\CACEMENT OF THE ARTIST SHALL BE CONTINUED BY MUTUiVL CONSENT BEYOND ‘niE 
EXPIRATION D.\TE OF THIS CONTRACT (ORIGINAL TERM AND OPTION PERIODS. IF ANY) THE ARTIST SHALL BE DEEMED 
TO BE ENGAGED BY THE EMPLOYrri ON A CONTINUOUS EMPLOYMENT BASIS, SUBJECT TO ONE WEEK’S WRITTEN NOTICE 
OF TERMLNATION by either P.ARTY TO THE OTHER. ALL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT SH.\LL 
CONTINUE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT THROUGHOUT SUCK CONTINUED ENGAGEMENT. 

♦. ms A CONDITION OF THIS AGREEMENT THAT THE ARTIST BE A MEMBER OF ACVA IN GOOD STANDING UPON 
THE EXECUTION HEREOF AND SHALL RE.MA1N IN GOOD STANDING FOR THE DURATION OF THIS CONTRACT. The twrUes joiotly 
and severally ^e* t^ the Artist's obligadoAS hereunder are subject (a) to the Artist’s prior obligations to ACVA as a member thermf. (b) to 
AGVA’a Ruiei a^ Ragulaliaaa, Constitution sod By-Laws, as of the dato hersof, and (c) to the RuW and Regulatloos of tho AGVA Bmacb in 
whose jurt«dictieo the Artist p^onns benniader insofar as they aro not in coofiia with those of the Natioaal ACVA. 

5. Tho Artist shall iwer hU act in the variety Seld exclusively to the Operator throughout the term hereof unloM otherwise provided 
bereitt or otherwise eonscntsd to by the Operator in writing 

6. The Artist authorizes ths Operator to deduct from tbs above-mentioned compensarion such sura as may be necessary to est.ibllsh and/or" - 
maintain his good staodlRg in AGVA snd to psy such sura to the ]<xal -^GVA representative upon demand. The Operator shall receive frora such 
representative and shall deUver n the Artist, the proper ACVA receipt the«Ior. 

7. All iho piwrsioBS of any agreement new exist lag or which may be entered into between the Operator and AGVA are Incorponled herein, 
and made ‘ Vrrsof, and shall govern the engagement of the Aniu beKunder, 

8. “Artm” sod *DperBtor- a* used herein include and Wly to singular and plural r 

cootext : L - . ^ sdfflit- 

9. 1 MiaU noi be required to perform or appear nor shaU the Operator reqnest or require the Artist to perform or appear, dixcctly 
or indiivctlr. in 7-.«vtsiea regardless of the point of origio of the telecast without first securing the written consent and approval thereto of ACVA. 

10. Th* Opermor. tbzMglmt tbs lerra of this contract, st hi* onm expense sbsli furnish to the AnUt live auuical accompaaiment necking 
to the nsdal standm of hi* establishment for all rehearsals sad perfermaoce* of the AitisL 

IL acva WELFARE TRUST FUND: Tho Operator U advised of sn AGVA Welfare Program which provides for welfare beoefiis for 
ACVA Dembets. To aasexe the benefiu of sold Welfare Ptograxn to tho perfenoers engaged by the Operator, tbe Operator eccepts the Progiara 
and agree* to make contributions to the ACVA Welfare Trust Fund as follows: 

L 81D0 per person per engagement per day. 

2. S150 per person per week of six days or more. 

3L $3i.50 person per week for cogagsmeots outside the Conti- . . 

■enUl liisiu of the United Slates and Canada • 

12. SUPPLEilEJfTAL ACVA WELFARE FUND; The Operator is advised of a SUPPLEMENTAL ACVA WELFARE FUND which pro- 
vides for welfare benefits for AGVA members. (This is in sddidon to tbe AGVA Welfare Trust Fund.) The Operator asree* to make contribution* 
to the SUPPLEMENTAL ACVA WELFARE FU-ND a* follow*; 

L Weekly Eagagemenli (S. 6 or 7 dep) - MDO per person per week. 

X. Engagements of Lae than 1 week— 354 per peraon for the 1st day; 

35# per person for the 2nd dey; and 30# per person for the 3rd day. 

~ ' (Upon the paymetit of the toul sum of $1D0 per person in a wee^ 

M further peyment shall be required for that week.) 

IX All claims other than commiss'ion claims that may arise out of this contract must be presented to ACVA ia writinjt. within 30 dsyv 
- otberwtse ACVA wiO not asewme any rapoasibility for processing same. 

14. Agent failing to ascertain artist’* membership stains before signing of contract, shaU be subject to prompt disciplinary action. 

15. A copy of this contract must bo filed wltb ACVA prior to the opening of engagement dote stated above. 

Ifi. This contract is pay or play. 

17. REMARKS: (bite BE INITIALED BY AU PARTIES TO THIS CONTRA(nO , * . 

Operator agrees to withhold ten Per cent ( 10 ) of Artists Salary '- 1 
each week and mall to C A Pappy Dolsen — 


18. In witness WHEREOF, wo have signed this agreement on the day and year first above^wriuen. ^ 

si] 


OPERATOR ; .CaTOS eX...C lUP Halph-Paill 

falJ a.o* •! (err-aa. flr» ar earaaritiaa) 

- : ARTIST:. 

ftia* 

AGENT: ..Q. 

r all ^ 



10. Thi« is to certify that.. 


...Wally. I’.’ostoa.. 


CAROUSE L...CLUB ...... 

^.>av at Ovb, Tb.««r. m t.i.biMhn 


h rrr>!-rtod I./ the ACVA WELFARE TRUST FUND AND SUPl’PLEMENTAL AGVA WELFARE FUND PLAN'S, ccmmencms. Jan - 6, 1964 

for which th» iio-l-rngnad S'^Mmes re<poriMbility for the coalrihutiooi. 

OPERATO.R: 
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F. Profiles of Jack Ruby Associates * 

INTRODUCTION 

(865) The cominittee undertook an extensive review of Jack Ruby’s 
friends, associates, and contacts in an effort to develop information re- 
lating to his background, activities, and possible criminal associations. 
The cominittee made an effort to examine more closely the full dimen- 
sions of Ruby’s life, focusing in greater detail on his associations than 
was attempt^ by the Warren Commission or the FBI. In this connec- 
tion, staff papers were prepared containing investigative profiles of a 
number of his associates and contacts, some of whom had organized 
crime connections, 

(866) The following biographical summaries of these individuals 
are intended to provide a more complete picture of the range of Ruby’s 
associations and activities, with emphasis on various criminal associ- 
ates.** These staff papers were prepared at various times over the life 
of the committee. The information in them was taken from law en- 
forcement and other files. 

(807) It was not in all cases independently verified and should not 
necessarily be taken as the truth. Further, not all of the staff papers 
were updated as new material was developed or depositions of the 
subjects were taken. Consequently, they should be read as what they 
are: working documents summarizing relevant and irrelevant infor- 
mation, not all of which could be or was verified. 

i. Andrew Armstrong, Jr, 

Biographical Summary 

(868) Andrew Armstrong, Jr., was born on March 20, 1937, in 
Pittsburg, Tex. He left school after completing 11th grade and 
moved to Dallas. (^^^) He was then 16 years old and has resided in 
Dallas ever since. (^55) He has had a variety of occupations since leav- 
ing school. His first job was as a caddymaster at River Hills Golf 
Course. (^^^) When Armstrong left there he went to work at Wilson’s 
Cafeteria in the Republic Bank Building. (557) He then worked at 
Vick’s Restaurant. (55^) From there he went to Vinson Steel Corp. 
where he filled orders for cut stainless steel and magnesium. (555) 
From 1958 to March 18, 1961, Armstrong was in prison on a narcotics 
charge. After his release, he began working at the El Rancho Hotel 
as a night clerk. (7555) Following this he worked as a maintenance 
man at the Holiday Hills Apartments, which belonged to the Hunt 
Oil Co. (7557) Armstrong said he never met H. L. or Lamar 
Hunt. {10(E) He worked at the apartments until Christmas 1961. 
(755J) In January 1962, he got a job at the Marilyn Belt Factory. 
(755-4) While working there, he also took a part-time job at the 


♦Prepared by T. Mark Flanagan, Jr., Leslie H. Wizelman, Ann F. Taylor, staff 
researchers, Howard Shapiro, research attorney, and Donald A. Purdy, Jr., 
senior staff counsel. 

♦♦A number of profiles are followed by the depositions of the individuals taken 
by the committee. In one case, a copy of the staff summary of the interview 
with the individual has been included. 
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Carousel Club for Jack Kuby. ( 7/9^/5) During June 196:^, Armstrong 
began AAmrking full time for Kuby(i^^?7?) Avho employed him as a 
bartender and general maintenance man for a salary of approximately 
$d5 per week plus tips.(i6'f>^7) Armstrong worked at the Carousel un- 
til February 1^^^,{1(X)8) 

(8G9) Armstrong had an arrest record, although it Avas not exten- 
sive. During the 1950’s, he was arrested for burglary and re- 

ceiA^ed 2-years probation. (76*76^) He also had one narcotics arrest, for 
AAdiich he receiA^ed a 5-year sentence. (7^77) On March 18, 1961, he Avas 
released from the State jx^nitentiary after 3 years, (76^7^) There was 
no indication of any association or connection Avith organized crime 
figures or involvement in organized illegal actiAuties. 

Statemevts hy Armstrong 

(870) The Warren Commission’s examination of Armstrong Avas 
extremely comprehensive. He Avas intervieAved by the FBI on seA'eral 
occasions and also testified before the Commission. (7 t?7J) 

(871) As stated earlier, Armstrong Avas employed by Ruby from 
1962 to February 1964. Armstrong testified before the Warren Com- 
mission that he first met Ruby in May 1962 Avheii he asked him for a 
job.(76^7J) During an interview Avith the committee, hoAvever, Arm- 
strong indicated that his first contact Avith Ruby had actually occurred 
during the 1950's Avhile he Avas part of a song-and -dance group that 
performed in the vicinity of the Vegas Club.(7WJ) Nevertheless, he 
said that the first formal meeting occurred during inid-1962. (76^7^) 
In his deposition before the committee, Armstrong further explained 
that he had sung Avith a group called the Vinos Avho had appeared at 
the Vegas Club. (76^77) At that time, he did not knoAv Ruby Avell, and 
AAdien he subsequently asked Ruby for a job, Ruby did not remember 
him. (7^75) 

(872) Armstrong’s relationship Avith Ruby was that of employee to 

employer. When Armstrong first Avent to work for Ruby, he Avorked 
as a bartender and general maintenance Gradually, ac- 

cording to Armstrong, his duties and responsibilities increased. (76^^6>) 

* * * my responsibilities greAV in putting down the receipts in 
the l)Ooks, going to the l)ank, things like that, and making 
sure that there Avas enough girls, there are enough Avaitresses, 
going and putting ads in the paper. They just grew.(77^^7) 

(873) Armstrong told both the Warren Commission and the com- 
mittee that Ruby operated the club on a cash basis. (7<9^^) Ruby Avould 
go to the bank “once or twice a Aveek,”(77^^J) but Armstrong believed 
Ruby kept most of his money “in his purse on his person.”(76^^J) Em- 
ployees and purchases for the club were paid in cash.(/^£5) The rent 
AA^as paid Avith a cashier’s check. (77^^^) 

(874) In Armstrong’s opinion, the financial condition of the Car- 
ousel Avas “not good.”(7t?^) He stated that the average receipts AA^ere 
$900 to $1,000 per Aveek. (7t?^^) In his deposition, Armstrong said that 
in the fall of 1963 the club Avas “doing a little better than we had been 
in the past year. ”( 7^9 J6>) Armstrong stated that Ralph Paul had a 
financial interest in the club, but that Ruby did Tvot. {1029) Regarding 
Paul, Armstrong stated that 
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* * * if anybody gave him [Ruby] money, he probably would 
have got it from Ralph, That’s the only place I know of him 
ever getting money, 

(875) In another interview with the committee, Armstrong stated 
that during the weeks immediately prior to the assassination. Ruby 
had accumulated $6,000, $3,000 of which he had planned to give 
¥?i\A.{1032) When Ruby was arrested, the $3,000 was confiscated, and 
Armstrong gave the remaining $3,000, which was in his possession, 
to Paul.(i^^^) 

(876) Armstrong indicated that Ruby kept a pistol in a Merchants 
State Bank money h2ig»{103j^) He did not recall ever seeing Ruby 
with the pistol in his pocket or stuck in his waist belt, {1035) After the 
club closed in the evenings, the receipts were turned over to Ruby, 
{1036) who would put the money in the money bag along with the 
pistol and take it with \nm, {1037) 

(877) Armstrong stated that the Carousel Club was in good stand- 
ing with the Dallas police, but there were no specific policemen who 
visited the club, (it?<^^) Patrolmen would stop in to check on the club 
and have a cup of coffee. (7t?J^) Armstrong told the Warren Commis- 
sion that the policemen were given a discount on beer, the same price 
charged to newsmen, bellboys, and hotel clerks — 40 cents. (7t?^) Arm- 
strong stated that he had never seen members of the vice squad take 
anything to drink when they came to the club.(it?^7) When asked in 
his deposition if Ruby ever gave discount rates for beer Armstrong 
stated : 

If he did, it wasn’t that often ; we could have had 40 cents. 

You know, I could have charged somebody less than I did 
the regular customers, like they would come and sit at the 
bar or something, if Jack OK’d it, I can’t remember who all 
got the rates. It’s been too \ong, {10 lf,2) 

(878) When Armstrong was asked if the strippers employed in 
Ruby’s club engaged in prostitution, he stated that there were a few 
who did, but they acted without Ruby’s knowledge or consent, (it?.^) 
Ruby did not gamble, as far as Armstrong knew, although he did 
participate in a few poker games. (7^^^) He did not know of any other 
participants in these games, except for Ruby’s roommate. (7t?4J) 

(879) Ruby was described by Armstrong as “always on the make.” 
{10^6) Ruby dated often, although Armstrong knew of no specific 
details. (7^^7) Armstrong denied that Ruby was a homosexual or that 
he had any sexual perversions. (76?^) 

(880) Armstrong also described Ruby as “worried and disturbed 
always.” (7^4^) He stated that Ruby was often angry and threatened 
to fire him on several occasions. (7^?5^?) He had told the Warren Com- 
mission that Ruby never hit anyone but always gave the impression 
that he might do so at any time. (76^57) Armstrong never knew Ruby 
to use any physical violence except to throw people out of the club. 
{1052) 

(881) The only trips Armstrong could recall Ruby taking were to 
New York and New Orleans. (7^5J) He stated that the New York trip 
was to secure the services of a dancer named Jada.(7^?5J) Armstrong 
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stated in his interview, however, that Ruby told him this trip was to 
sell a gun for a friend of his in Cuba.(7t?JJ) Armstrong indicated in 
his deposition that Ruby went to Xew York to visit a friend, 
Armstrong added that ‘dt might have been the time when he [Ruby] 
bought those guns.”(it?57) When Armstrong was questioned further 
about the guns, he stated that Ruby bought throe guns, but he did not 
know what kind, He bought one for Eva Grant, his sister, and 

one for “his friend'’ who was in Cuba. Armstrong added, “1 
don’t know how he got it ox^\\'\10G0) Armstrong had no knowledge 
of any trips to Cuba. (1061) 

(882) In an FBI interview, Armstrong described his activities on 

November 22, 1963.(16^^^) He took a bus from his home and arrived in 
downtown Dallas at approximately 12:25 Y^.m.(1063) He walked to 
the Carousel, arriving there at approximately 12:30 p.m. Wliile 

in the men’s room, he heard sirens. (1065) Becoming curious, he turned 
on the radio and heard the announcement that the Presidential motor- 
cade had been fired upon, (i/9^6) He then attempted to awaken Curtis 
“Larry” Lave me Crafard, who was sleeping in a room at the 
club. (16^7) Unable to do so, he listened to the radio for a few more 
minutes. He then returned to Craf aid’s room and this time 

woke him up. (7^^^) According to Armstrong, Ruby telephoned ap- 
proximately 5 or 10 minutes later. (76^77^) He believed Ruby was call- 
ing from the Dallas Morning New’s because he could hear typewriters 
in the background, and it was Ruby’s habit on Friday mornings to go 
to the newspaper oihees to place his weekend advertisements for the 
club. (1071 ) Ruby talked to Amistrong for 3 or 4 minutes and informed 
him that : “If anything happens, we are going to close the club.” (7^7^) 
Armstrong heard the official announcement of the President’s death at 
approximately 1:30 p.m.(7^75) About 15 or 20 minutes later. Ruby 
arrived at the club. (7<97^) Armstrong believes this was at approxi- 
mately 1 :45 or 1 :50 p.m. (1075) Ruby informed him that the club would 
be closed for the next 3 days(7^7(9) and then made several phone 
calls. (76^77) Both heard over the radio that an Officer Tippit had been 
killed, and Ruby mentioned that he knew him, (1078) Armstrong 
told the FBI that Ruby remained at the club until approxi- 
mately 4 p.m. (1079) In his Warren Commission testimony, however, 
Armstrong stated that Ruby left at approximately 2 :35 p.m., return- 
ing at approximately 4 p,m.(1080) Armstrong indicated that Ruby 
was on the phone almost the entire time he was in the club.(7t?^7) He 
claimed he heard Ruby make phone calls to Ralph Paul and to people 
in Detroit, Chicago, and Los Angeles. (7/^<^^) He also remembers that 
Ruby called Eva Grant and Dr. Coleman eJacobson.(76'5^) He stated 
that some time between 2 and 3 p.m., a woman called asking for Ruby 
and gave the name of Alace. (79^^) Ruby was on another phone at the 
time of this call. (1085) Armstrong stated that when Ruby left the club, 
he took the money bag with the gun in it. (1086) Armstrong left the 
clubs at approximately 4 :30 p.m. (7957). 

(883) In his Warren Commission testimony, Armstrong stated that 
on Saturday, November 23, 1963, he spoke to Ruby at approximately 
1 p.m. regarding Larry Crafrad’s leaving the club. (7955) Ruby ar- 
rived at the club at about 6 or 7 that evening. (7959) He stayed for a 
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short time, leaving between 7 and 7 :?>0.{1090) Armstrong closed the 
club and left at approximately 8 ^.m.{1091) In an FBI interview, 
however, Armstrong had stated that his last contact witli Ruby before 
the Oswald shooting was about 9 p.m. on Satiirady evening. (7(9^^) 

(884) Subsequent to Ruby’s arrest, Armstrong talked to Melvin 

Belli, but did not testify at the trial. Belli did not use Armstrong 

because of his previous criminal record. {109 If) 

(885) Armstrong did visit Ruby in jail, but he stated they never 
discussed the killing of Lee Harvey Oswald. (76>P5) Rather, they dis- 
cussed the business at the club, as Armstrong continued operating it 
after Ruby’s arrest. Armstrong also delivered Ruby’s mail and relayed 
any messages from Ruby’s employees. (7<9^) 

(886) Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions. 
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UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
oooO ooo 


United States Federal Building 
U.S. Magistrate Courtroom 16-F23 
110 0 Commerce S tee t 
Dallas , Texas 


Tuesday, May 23, 1978 

3:00 p . m . 


APPEARANCES ; 

DONALD PURDY, Staff Counsel 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

LESLIE WEIZELMAN, Research Analyst 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


SWORN TESTIMONY OF 
ANDREW ARMSTRONG, JR. 


25 
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NGS_ 

(Corrriittee Rules and Re so Jitions 
tendered to the witness.) 

Whereupon , 

ANDREW ARMSTRONG, JR. 
was duly sworn and testified as follows: 
EXAMINATION 

3Y MR. PURDY: 

Ql Please state your full name for the record. 

A. Andrew Armstrong, Jr. 

Q. Please state your date and place of birth. 

A. March 20, 1937, Pittsburg, Texas. 

Q. What is your present address? 

A. 13512 Montfort, 1048. 

0. That's in Dallas? 

A. Dallas. 

Ql How long have you resided at that address? 

A. Four years . 

Q. Where did you live before that? 

A. Pleasant Grove, Dallas. 

Ql And how long have you lived in Dallas all 
together ? 

A. Since 19 4 8 . 

Q. What is your current employment? 

A. S&D Oyster Company. 
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A. 

0 . 

A. 

a 

A. 


3 

And that's in Dallas? 

That's in Dallas, 

How long have you worked there? 

A year and seven months. 

Are you married? 

Yes . 

Do you have any children? 

Yes, sir. 

What is your wife's name? 

Mary Ann Armstrong. 

How long have you been married to her? 

Si.x years. 

Fcl . owing the assassination the Carousel Club 
was. c : osed . 

When was that? 

February, the first of February. 

It was closed in February, 1964? 

Yes, sir. 

What did you do for e.mploymen t after that? 
Sold wigs. 

You sold wigs in Dallas? 

Yes , 

What was the name of the company? 

I just thought of it the other day. I was 
telling somebody about it. 
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A friend of mine named Clint 
Patrick had it. Maybe I will think of it down 
the line, the name of the company . 

It was one of those things where 
you put a bunch of wigs on and you peddle them, 
you know, peddle wigs up and down the street. 

The Crown and Glory Wig Company. 

It is a matter of public record in the V/arren 
Commission Report the arrest that you had prior 
to the assassination. 

I guess the most significant one 
was in terms of sentence was the three years 
you served for marijuana? is that right? 

That ' s right . 

The record indicates that you got out of 
prison on March 18th, 1961? is that record 

correct? 

March 18, 1961? I would have to check my 

records, but I am pretty sure that is probably 
pretty close. 

Who did you go towork for when you got out of 
prison? 

Jack . 

And what -- 

No, no, no, I went to ®rk first for -- the first 
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job I had was at a little motel up on Harry ' 

Hines. 1 don't remember the name of it, but it I 
shou.d be in the records there somewhere. 

Wuat were the circumstances surrounding your j 

arrestforthemarijuana? i 

Well, the circumstances were, a friend of mine 
was dealing, and I was with him. 

So they arrested you for dealing or for possessionj? 
They arrested me for dealing. ^ 

And they convicted you of dealing? 

The guy -- they only picked up one. They only 

( 

remembered one name, and that was mine, you know. 

It was just the circumstances where I ' 

I 

never could get him to come down and tell them I 

I 

that he was the one and it wasn't me. 

Has he subsequently gone to prison for any 
offenses? 

Been in there ever since. 

What is his name? 

HisnameisLeon Adams. I 

Was he part of a larger operation or was he | 

pretty much a one-man -- 
One man. 

i 

Do you know where he was obtaining the drugs? 

No . ' 
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Did he have a regular supplier? 

I don't know . 

He kept grass all of the time, you 

know. 

Was any kind of criminal organization in Dallas 
in terms of like franchising drug sales or 
was it disorganized and loose? 

Disorganized . 

You don't think your friend had to pay off anyone 
to conduct his business? 

No, I doubt it. He never did have no more than 
a little dab of it, anyway , you know . 

It was not a major operation? 

The only thing I ever seen really was cigarettes 
around on the street, you know. 

In 1955, you were arrested for burglary. 

Were you involved with anyone else 
in that event? 

Well, that was the case where we was out one 
night and we came upon a recreation center and 
it was open. 

You came up on what? 

Recreation center, and the recreation center 
was open. 

Apparently somebody else had went 



216 


1 

2 

3 

i 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


12 

13 


15 

16 


A. 


17 


Q- 


18 1 
19 ! 


A. 


20 


21 


I 


22 


0 - 


23 


A. 

24 . 

25 


7 

in there, so it was — it was a neighborhood 
recreation cen:.er. Ne knew the place ver we:i, 
so instead of going home we 'ust stopped and 
baked some cakes and things like that. 

The guys that was in it, that was 
in the recreation center, had broke in the 
school house. I think that's the way it was. 

Okay. Now, I caught up with them 
after the school house, so I got put in for both 
of them. There wasn't nothing I could tell 
them, you know, so 'we baked cakes, I think, 
from supplies that was brought over from the 
schoolhouse . 

Had they been involved in previous burglaries 
or break ins? 

I don't know. I doubt -- I don’t know. 

Do you know if they were involved in any such 
subsequent to that time? 

I believe so. 

I don't recall what, but most of 
them stayed into trouble, you know. 

So you believe they were arrested for similar 
incidents later? 

I think. I think I am the only one that has 
stayed out of trouble since, you know, that is. 
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big trouble . 


In fact, I don't even remember all 


of thems ' names . 

Do you remember some of their names? 

Let's see. I think Jones was with us. 

What is his first name? 

Curlie or something like that. Curlie Jones, 
and I think that -- who else was it, I don't 
recall . 

In your Warren Commission testimony you indicated 
that you were considering trying to get a 
pardon for the marijuana arrest, and I believe 
it also indicated that you had to get a sponsor 
who was a member of the police or sheriff's 
department . 

Yes , sir. 

Do you remember that? 

Yes , sir . 

Did you ever obtain such a sponsor? 

Yes. I obtained him, and I knew you was going 
to ask me his name, but I can't remember it. 

He used to be on the corner up there 
on Akard up in front of the Adolphus Hotel. 

Do you remember considering a number of people 
for a sponsor before you picked one? 
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No. He was the one that told me about it, the 
policeman. He was the one that told me about 
it. He said that, you know, he would work on 
it, go talk to the Judge. 

He said, "I will sign them," you 
know. "I will sign the papers for you." 

How did you get friendly with him? 

Just by being on the corner all the time. I 
would eat there at the drugstore at the 
Adolphus. He was always there. 

He and I was on the same corner every 
day, you know, all day. 

Does it refresh your recollection to know that 
in your Warren Commission testimony you indicated 
that you were considering a Lieutenant Gilmore 
and a Sheriff Decker? 

I could have said I considered them, yes. 

Were they, either one, individuals you finally 
decided upon? 

I don't recall. I would have to go get those 
papers . 

Maybe somebody else signed those 
papers other than that policeman. I almost 
called his name then. 

He used to bring me fish when he 
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went fishing. 

Q. Well, we can come back to it or talk to you at 

a subsequent time and see if you can recall that 

A. Okay. 

QL There was a minor difference of facts in between 

your Warren Commission testimony and the 
previous interview you had with our staff 
concerning the first time you met Jack Ruby. 

A. Uh-huh. 

QL The Warren Commission indicated that you met him 

in the spring of 1962 when you first went into 
the Carousel for a job. 

Was that the first time you met 
Jack Ruby or had their been a previous contact 
in the late 1950's? 

A. Yes. I used to go over to -- with a group that 
we came out of West Dallas, and we used to go 
over there and sing. We used to take them 
over there and they would sing and make money 
by people pitching pennies and quarters to them, 
you know. 

QL Would you sing near the club or in the club? 

A. In the club. In the Vegas Club. 

QL And that was when Jack Ruby ran the Vegas Club? 

A. That was when Ruby ran the Vegas Club. 
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I knew Jack — I didn't know him 

that well. 

But you knew who he was and he knew who you were? 
Yes . 

No. No. He didn't know who I was. 

I am sorry . 

When I went up to get a job, he 
didn't know who I was. I told him that I used 
to come over there with the Vinos, and he 
remembered me but I could have been with them, 
because there was a guy always with them. I used 
to pick the money up. 

The group was called the Vinos? 

Yes . 

Was there any particular reason you hadn't 
mentioned that incident to the Warren Commission? 
I don't know why I didn't mention it to them. 
Maybe it was just -- out of all of the^things 
that was happening then, you know, man, you know, 
everybody was shook up. 

You mentioned that you had visited the Vegas 
Club. 

Did you ever visit the Longhorn 

Ranch Club? 

The Longhorn ? 
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Ql At Corinth and Industrial Streets? 

A Yeah. I have been to the Longhorn. 

Oh, what did I got to the Longhorn 
for? For some reason a couple of times. 

Ql Do you remember the part of the club called the 
P lantat ion? 

A Yes. The Old Plantation, sure. 

Q. Did you go there for entertainment? 

A No. I don’t think we ever went there for 
entertainment. 

Yes, we did. We sure did. It was 
in the '50's sometime, but I don't remember, 

Q. In other words, you went there just for 
enjoyment? 

A No, no. I went there with the group. 

Ql With the group? 

A They was singing there. The same group, the 
Vinos . 

Ql Did you know who was running the Longhorn Ranch 
Club at that time? 

A Not unless it was Pappy. 

Ql Pappy who? 

A Pappy Do 1 son . 

Pappy is the only one I can think 


of right now . 
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Do you remember Jack Ruby operating the Longhorn 
Ranch Club? 

No , 

Do you remember Dewey Groom operating the 
Longhorn Ranch Club? 

Yeah, I remember Dewey operating it. 

Did you know him personally? 

No . 

You just knew who he was? 

I just knew who he was. 

Did you know of any of his other activities 
besides that? 

No . 

Did you ever visit the Colony Club? 

Sure . 

Was that with this group? 

I visited the Colony Club when I worked for Jack. 
What caused you to visit the Colony Club then? 
Well, because I knew the bartender there. 

Who was the bartender? 

Let’s see. Danny’s brother. Let's see. 

Danny was the bartender at the 
Theatre Lounge, and he had a couple of brothers 
that did the bar at the Colony Club, and I don't 
remember their names . 
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Do you remember Danny's last name? 

No , I don't. 

Did you ever work in the Colony Club or the 
Theatre Lounge? 

No . 

Did you ever apply for a job there? 

No . 

Did you know the owners of those clubs? 

Sure. Barney and Abe. 

Weinstein? 

Yes . 

Did you know them personally? 

Not personally. I just knew them, you know. 

They knew my name and I knew theirs. 

I would visit their boys and they 
would come down to visit me sometimes, you know, 
when we didn’t have anything to do. 

Usually we all got down to the 
clubs fairly early, 10:00 o'clock, you know, to 
let the beer in and get cleaned up and everything, 
and then in the afternoon before business started 
we didn't have anything to do, you know , and 
I would walk up to the liquor store or go across 
the street to the drugstore, you know, and we 
would visit each other, you know. 
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Was there any strict limitations on blacks 
going to some of these clubs in the late '50's? 
Oh, sure. 

Were there special sections within the club or 
were there just certain clubs you couldn't go 
to? 

Well, the problem was, you know, you just didn't 
go, you know. 

But you said that you visited Abe's Colony Club 
and the Theatre Lounge? 

Yes , but that was all right because I worked 
in the business. 

I didn't go in to drink or have a 
beer or anything. 

You just went in to see people there? 

Yes. Holler at the band, you know. I knew the 
girls . 

Did you ever visit the Egyptian Lounge? 

Not then. I have recently. 

You didn't in the late '50's or early '60's? 

No . 

When would you say, approximately, the first 
time was when you visited the Egyptian Lounge? 

In the '70's, '72, '73. 

I met Corkie, and I might have seen 
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Joe a few times before that. I don’t remember 
where . 

You are talking about the Campisis? 

Yes, but I met Corkie when I worked for Arthur's 
Restaurant on McKinney starting in -- oh, what 
was it -- '73, so I have been knowing Corkie 

since '73. 

Now, I have been asked this before. 

I might have seen Papa Joe before that, and 
Joe could have been in the Carousel. I could 
have seen him at the Vegas Club. 

When you say Papa Joe, you are talking about Joe 
Camp i si ? 

I am talking about Corkie' s father, because Joe 
seemed to have remembered me from somewhere, and 
the only other place he could remember -- I know 
I didn't meet him at Arthur's, because I don't 
ever remember him coming in there with Corkie. 

The only other restaurant I know 
he had been, so the only other place I could have 
met him -- as a matter of fact, I just talked 
to him two or three months ago. 

My little nephew got out of prison 
and went to work over there, and I didn't want 
him to work over there , so I went over there and 
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talked to him about it. 

Went over to work at the Egyptian Lounge? 

Yes . 

Why didn't you want him to work there? 

Well/ you know, you have got a lot of hooks 
working there and, you know, I am hip on Joe's, 
what they say about the Campisis, you know, so 
I just figured it was the best thing for him 
not to work over there, you know. 

In other words, your nephew had been in trouble, 
and — 

Yeah , he was before, and I went by and talked to 
the parole officer, aid she said that she had 
thought about it after she okayed him to work 
over there, so we all got together and decided 
he should quit. 

That was just here recently. 

So he did quit? 

Yeah. He is working at a car wash now. 

The V7arren Commission record is a little unclear 
on exactly the nature of your responsibilities 
working for Jack Ruby. 

Apparently they began, as you 
described, where you began working as a part-time 


bartender? 
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Uh-huh . 

How often did you work in the early stages for 
Jack Ruby, how often each week? 

I worked regular each week. 

So it wasn't just a part-time bartender job? 

No . 

You started out, when you went in that night 
you started full time? 

Maybe they mistook my cleaning up and bartending, 
too, as being part time. 

Oh, I see. You worked for him full time, but 
some of your job' was bartending and you did other 
things ? 

My j ob was doing everything there, getting all 
of the beer and stuff, everything. 

Did your responsibilities change over the time 

you were there or -- 

No. My responsibilities grew. 

How long were there, about 18 months? 

I was there up until the time he -- until, well, 
January of -- I mean February of '74. 

How long did you work for him, then? 

From '61, from the time I got out of prison, 
after about three months, I imagine. I don't 
know how long I had been out . 
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I didn't work at that motel long. I 
don't recall, but like I say, around three 
months . 

After that I was just passing the 
Carousel one day when I was downtown looking 
for a job, and I just walked up there. 

So you say your responsibilities grew. 

Wh.^t extra responsibilities did you 
get other than bartending and cleaning everything 
up? 

Well, my responsibilities grew in putting down 
the receipts in the books, going to the bank, 
things like that, and making sure that there was 
enough girls, there was enough waitresses, going 
and putting ads in the paper. 

They just grew. Then, it was just 
like you would be a manager of a club, you know. 
So they grew up until the time of the assassina- 
tion, and then you were actually in charge after 
the assassination for awhile? 

Sure. Sure. 

There wasn't anybody but me in charge 
after the assassination. 

What dealings did you have or did Jack Ruby 
have with the American Guild of Variety Artists, 
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the entertainment union the strippers were a 
member of? 

Well, he got his strippers through them. 

How would that work? 

Well, they was members of the union, and the 
union girls got paid more than non-union girls, 
you know. 

The union girls were considered to 
be the best. They was considered -- you know, 
they traveled all over the country. 

Some of them had big names. Some 
of them had billboard names . 

Well, Jack would call his -- the 
girls' booking agent, some of the agents, and 
tell them who he wanted, and they would send 
them over, you know, they would get together 
and book the girls in there, you know. 

Would he only book union girls? 

At one time we did have mostly union girls. 

He wanted mostly union girls, because that’s 
what Abe and Barney had, and he wanted it like 
Abe and Barney- 

You are talking about the Weinsteins? 

Yes . 

Did the union have a rule that if you hire some 
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union you have to hire all union? 

You had to call the girls amateurs. You couldn't 
have them as professionals. 

Unless they were members of the union? 

Yeah. It worked that way sometimes. 

Listen, it's been so long on some 
of these things that they have slipped my mind 
as to how these things worked. 

Did he have to pay the union a fee for getting -- 
you said he had to contact them about getting 
strippers . 

Did he have to pay the union a fee? 
Yeah, we had to send the union money for using 
the girls, or you had to pay half of the girls 
as long as they worked for you. There was 
something we had to pay the union for so many 
girls. 

If we had four girls, it was so 
much for each girl that we had to pay the 
union . 

Now, I don't recall how much it was. 
So it wasn't just a one-shot deal? When you 
first hired one you would pay them something 
else; it would be kind of a regular thing that 
ever so often you would pay them something 
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and 

Yeah, once a month or whatever it was. 

Did you ever have to do any work in contacting 
the union? 

I have carried money over there to the union. 
Prior to the assassination? 

I would say yes. Both probably after and -- 
I don't recall going afterwards, but yeah. ' 

Did you pay them in cash? 

Most all of our business was transacted in cash. 
The business with the union was in cash also? 
Yes. That’s all we had was cash. 

Was there anything that was paid by check? 

No, sir. 

Was the rent paid by cash? 

Cashier's check. I went to the bank and got it. 
In other words, you didn't use a cashier's check 
for the 

I f we used a check it was a cashier's check. 

It would either be a cashier's check or -- well, 
mostly cashier's check. 

But the money you took to this union, you took 
in cash? 

I can't remember . 

Approx ima tely how much money was involved that 
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you would take on a visit to the union? 

Oh, a couple of hundred dollars, 175, things 
like that . 

The biggest bill I had was the lights, 
the electric bill. That usually would run 
seven or eight or five hundred dollars a month. 

I remember paying all of — I don't 
know whether I paid the rent or not. Yeah, I 
did pay the rent at times. 

When you took the money to the union, did you have 
to itemize, like did you have to list the number 
of people or did you just pay them a general 
amount of money or -- 

Yeah, I just gave it to them. They knew how 
much they had coming anyway. If we had so many 
girls, they had so much money coming. 

Who was the person you would see over at the 
union ? 

I have forgotten his name. He used to come down 
to the club a lot. I don't recall. 

Is his name Tom Palmer? 

Tom Palmer? I couldn't say. 

How about Vincent Lee? 

Call another one. 

James Henry Dolan? 
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But you remember somebody who worked at AGVA , 
at the union, came to the club a lot? 

Yeah. They had their offices over where the 
Greyhound Bus Station is now. I mean Continental 
Bus Station. 

Did they have a big office? 

No. It was no bigger than the rest of the 
offices over there. They was all basically the 
same . 

Basically one or two or three people? How many 
people including secretaries? 

One secretary to a guy. That's all I remember . 

So whoever was the AGVA person was the one who 
came over occasionally? 

Right . 

What would be his purpose in coming to the club, 
just- to see how things were going? 

Yeah, to just come in and have a few beers and 
holler at the girls. 

Would he get special treatment? Would he get 
free drinks and things? 

No . 

Would he be on the rate that a number of 
different categories of people were on, like 
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clerks and policemen or whatever were able to 
buy beer at a cheaper rate? Would he be on that 
cheaper rate? 

No. The beer was 60 cents, if I remember right. 
The beer was 60 cents, and if anybody went in 
their pocket, they paid the same thing. 

Very seldom Jack told me he got 
somebody's tab. You know, we was open for 
business. We wasn't open to give away anything. 

I can recall Jack picking up, buying 
a round of drinks, but I can't remember who it 
was for, you know, at times. 

Your Warren Commission testimony indicated there 
was a discount rate of like 40 cents a beer 
for certain types of people, policemen, some 
clerks, or something like that. 

Do you remember that? 

Well, like bartenders and cocktail waitresses 
and things like that? 

Yes . 

If we did, it wasn't that often. We could have 
had 40 cents. You know, I could have charged 
somebody less than I did the regular customers, 
like they would come and sit at the bar or 
something , if Jack okayed it. 
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I can't remember who all got the 
rates. It's been too long. 

In the fall of 1963, do you remember Jack Ruby 
or your club having any problems with the union? 

Do you remember any problems about 
the amateur night policy that they changed 
sometime in the fall? 

It was something like -- I don't recall. I 
think it was something about the amateurs, but 
I don't recall what it was about. 

How did the amateur nights work that you had? 
Well, these girls would come in and they would 
get so much money, whatever it was, $10 or 
$15 a piece, to get up there and do their little 
thing . 

Sometimes it was the audience 
thought it was people just coming out of the 
audience, you know. 

They didn't go up in a gown. They 
just went up there in regular street clothes. 

The idea was to let them think that it was 
a girl off the street? 

Yeah, but a lot of times we had the same 
customers , and a lot of the customers knew that 
they wasn't off the street. 
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But they kind of liked them going up in their 
street clothes and taking their street clothes 
off? 

Yes, And it was funny, too. 

But by the word "amateur," obviously you meant to 
convey the impression that these were people who 
just came off the street and decided to take 
their clothes off? 

Yes. That was the whole idea. And all the clubs 
used the same girls. They would leave the 
Colony Club and come to the Theatre Lounge and 
leave the Theatre Lounge and come to the Carousel. 
So what was the difference between those girls 
and the union's girls? Were the union strippers 
just better or -- 

Yeah, they was better, better trained, prettier, 
more sexier, you know . 

Better pay, too? 

It was strictly art, yeah. Better pay. You 
know, their job is to get up there and tease 
somebody . 

Well, the amateur was funny. It 
was something for the people to laugh at. 

Well, in the teasing by the strippers was there 
any problem of, you know, the men getting out 
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of hand, the men wanting to take the teasing 
seriously? 

No. Very seldom. There might have been a few 
times. I couldn't recall the exact incident, 
but there might have been a few times when a 
guy would try to reach up and grab one of the 
girls. 

If he did. Jack would throw his butt 
out , you know . 

Was there any problem with the strippers being 
engaged in prostitution? 

There was a few on their own, but Jack didn't 
know anything about it. If he had, he would 
probably have killed them. He didn't allow that. 
He didn't allow it? 

No . 

So he didn't allow the strippers to solicit the 
customers? 

No. The only thing he wanted them to do was 
sell the champagne, sell as much champagne as 
they could, get their fees and get out of there, 
you know. That was it, you know, and if he 
knew one of the girls had told some guy to 
follow her home or go across the street to the 
hotel, and jack used to watch. He used to leave 
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early and go watch where the girls were going. 
They knew where he was, you know. 

I mean, if any one of those girls 
got anything to pull the wool over Jack, it 
wasn't too hard to pull it over Jack's eyes 
because he was such a nice guy. 

So, you knew some of them were — 

Sure , I knew. 

Well, heck, they would give me 
$10 or $12 or put a few bucks in my pocket every 
now and then, you know, to keep me quiet, and 
I didn't say anything. 

You know, I needed it. Jack didn’t 
pay me that much. 

Were any of the involved with any of the 
policemen ? 

No. Well, one girl went with a policeman. 

Kathy Kay, but that was known to everybody, 
you know. 

What is the policeman’s name she went with? 

Harry or something like that. 

Harry Olson? 

Yeah . 

Did he come in the club a lot? 

No, he didn't come in a lot, but he waited on 
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her downstairs most of the time to take her home, 
you know, if he wasn't on duty. 

I mean, you know, it was a thing 
where they was going to get married, 

Kathy was one of the cleanest — 

Kathy and Tammy True was probably two of the 
straightest girls there that I can recall. 

The rest of the girls did a little 
nipping every now and then, you know, but those 
two girls hit that door and got in their car 
and was gone to their man, you know. 

Do you remember Karen Bennett Carlin? 

I don ' t recall . 

That went by the name of Little Lynn? 

Little Lynn, yes. 

Was she involved in any of that kind of activity? 
Well, if she was that kind of girl -- Little 
Lynn wasn ' t there that long for me to get to 
know her that well. 

Were any of these women or any of the other 
employees involved in any other illegal activities? 
Not as I know of. 

Were there any drugs around? 

No, There wasn't any. I never did smell the 
smoke of grass or anything. 
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I have seen my share of dope addicts, 
and I don't think any of them was on dope, you 
know, heavy stuff. 

I could have told, I would have 
known if they had of been. 

Did you have any problem with pushers or pimps 
coming into the club? 

No pushers. Maybe a few pimps. 

But they didn't try to solicit -- 

Oh, no. No. They were probably trying to see 

what they could pick up, you know. 

Did you know Joyce McDonald? 

Joyce McDonald? I can't say. There was three 
or four thousand girls that went through that 
place when I worked there, the little time I 
did, and I probably couldn't call 15 of thems ' 
names . 

Do you remember Jada? 

Yeah, I remember Jada. How can you forget Jada? 

Do you know how Jack went about hiring her? 

Well, all I remember is Jack got a contact 
out of New Orleans, and he probably -- being in 
the business he was in, he knew that she was one 
of the top-billed girls, and at the time he needed 
him a top-billed girl because the Colony Club 
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and the Theatre Lounge both had top-billed girls, 
and he was trying to bust through the rank, you 
know . He was trying to get up there with them, 
so he got Jada to come in. 

So Jack's club wasn't as successful like the 
Colony Club or the Theatre Lounge? 

I would say it wasn't. They probably did more 
than we did, but as far as I am concerned, I 
don't think Jack should have even been thinking 
about being in competition with them, because I 
thought we were doing pretty good ourselves, you 
know . 

But it was something that worried him? 

It was something that worried him, yeah. 

It was something that got him to go to New Orleans 
to try to hire this Jada? 

Yeah. He was always worrying about not letting 
the Weinsteins get away from him, maybe not 
trying to be bigger than they was, but he sure 
didn't want to lag behind, you know. 

Was his primary concern financial or was it ! 

like status -- 
Status rank. 

Well, how was he doing financially in the fall 


of 1963? 
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Well, we was doing about the same thing. We 
maybe had — doing a little better than we had 
been the past year. Just like know, it's hard 
to tell how I am doing because I make cash money 
every day . 

When you are just dealing in cash 
and you have got a partner, a silent partner and 
you have to pass on to him some of that cash 
it's pretty hard to tell. 

Well, was he making his payments; was he paying 
the rent? 

Yeah, we was making most of the payments. We 
was never behind on the rent or anything. We 
didn't get the lights cut off. 

Were you ever behind in the union payments? 

Not that I can recall. Maybe Jack might have got 
mad a few times and didn ' t want to pay them and 
didn't send it over there on time, but I think 
he always eventually paid them. 

What might he have gotten mad with the union 
about ? 

You see, when the girls, whenever they would 
have a squabble with Jack, they would take it 
up with the union, you understand, and then the 
union would call up Jack. 
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You know, he got into squabbles with 
the girls sometimes . Some of the girls tried 
to pull their G-string back and he didn't want 
that, you know. 

He would get on them pretty heavy. 

Did he have any problems with Jada in the fall 
of 1963? 

Yeah. Jada was one of the ones that pulled the 
G-string back . 

Do you remember the circumstances around the 
particular occasion when a talent scout might 
have been in the audience? 

If it was the same night that Jack and Jada got 
into it, I don't recall the talent agents being 
in the audience, but I know eventually we wound 
up in Judge Richburg's office, in Bill Decker's 
office with Judge Richburg under a peace bond. 

How did that get settled, that dispute between 
Jada and Jack? It didn ' t go to a trial or 
anything, did it? 

No. 

How did it get settled? 

I guess it got settled after Jada left town, you 
know, after she was gone. 

I don't remember if Jada kept working 
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after that or not. I don't remember whether she 
finished her contract out or not. I just don't 
rec al 1 . 

She had a pretty expensive contract with Jack, 
didn ' t she? 

Yes . 

Do you remember how much it was? 

It was over 300, I think. I don't remember how 
much it was . 

Was he hard pressed to meet that payment? 

No . 

Did he mind paying her that much? Did he think 
she was worth that much? 

Listen, if Jack could have gypped her down, he 
would have. I am pretty sure he probably asked 
her two or three times or more, you know. If 
he had thought he could have, you know, to take 
less money he would have gypped' her down. 

He was always teasing the girls that 
they made too much money. Not teasing, but 
serious . 

Well , was there a time in the fall of 1963 that 
Jack got particularly upset with the large contrac 
of Jada because of the financial situation of 
his club, because the competition was doing so 
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much better than him? 

Do you remember that? 

A. I don't remember him getting — repeat that again. 
What reason? 

Q. That the club was in financial trouble because 
the competition was doing a lot better because 
of their use of amateur nights? 

A. No . 

& They were drawing a lot more cus tomer s in and 
Jack's business was hurting. Do you remember 
that in the fall of 1963? 

A. No. We was using amateurs, too. 

Q. But at some point the union put a stop to the 

use of amateur nights in the fall of 1963. 

Do you remember Jack being mad because 
the union made him stop and didn ' t make the 
Weinsteins stop? 

A. There could have been something like that 

happened . 

Ql What would an explanation be? 

A. I couldn't be sure, 

Q. What would an explanation be as to why the union 

would make Jack stop but they wouldn't make the 

Weinsteins stop? 

A. I don ' t know . 
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Do you know if there was any special relationship 
between the Weinsteins and the union? Did he 
have some inside track? 

Well, they used more girls than Jack. 

So they would make more money for the union? 

Yeah. You know, there might have been something 
like that happened but I just can't go back that 
f ar . 

Do you know how long that's been? 

I'm sorry. I just can't, you know, it just don't 
come to me that way. 

Do you remember who Jack's contact was in 
New Orleans? 

No , I don’t. 

Do you remember a Harold Tannenbaum? 

No. I know he had a contact, but I don’t know 
who it was. 

Was it one that ever came to visit the club? 

No. Could have. A lot of people came and 
visited, you know. 

When you are busy you don't ever get 
a chance to ... . 

Were there any problems that Jack and the club 
were encountering in the fall of 1963 that was 
different from before? Were there any special 
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things that were bothering Jack Ruby or bothering 
the club? 

No . 

Were there any particular financial problems of 
the club then ? 

Not that I know of . 

Do you know if he was in debt at all? 

No more than usual. 

Did Jack Ruby ever discuss the possibility of 
him moving to a new apartment shortly before the 
assassination? 

He could ha ve . 

Do you remember him talking about the possibility 
of moving to the Turtle Creek area? 

No. 

Were there any times prior to the assassination 
that the club was doing particularly well, 
whether Jack Ruby seemed to be doing particularly 
well financially? 

Well, that’s kind of hard to say. We was always 
doing a little bit better and a little bit 
better . 

Dallas was getting more conventions , 
and as Dallas got more conventions , we did a 
little better. 
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Fridays and Saturdays was family 
night, but we depended on the single guys at 
the convention for Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursdays. 

Things were picking up. More people 
was coming in to Dallas. 

I would say, yes, I think that Jack 
was doing better than, I believe he was doing 
better in '63 than he was in '62. I think he 
done better in '62 than he did in '61. 

Beer didn't' go up that much during 
that period of time. I mean from the wholesaler. 

Qt Did you ever meet or did you ever know of 
Martin Gimble? 

A. I don't recall that name. 

0. Did you meet or did you know of Mike Shore, a 

public relations man from Los Angeles? 

A. NO . 

Q. Did you know or did you know of Mr, Frank 

Goldstein? 

A. (Shakes head . ) 

Q. Did you know of Jack being involved with any 

partners in the Carousel Club? 

A. Just his old buddy partner. 

gi Ralph Paul? 


25 
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Yeah . 

You stated in your VJarren Commission testimony 
that Ralph Paul had invested money in the club 
but that Jack had not invested money in the 
club, correct, that Jack was the manager and not 
an owner? 

If I did that then, that was true. 

In other words, you don't have a specific 
recollection of Jack Ruby ever having invested 
money in the club himself? 

No . 

Did you know or do you know of Mr. Joe Slayton? 
Joe Slayton? He could have been in there. The 
name sounds familiar, but I don't recall. 

Do you know or do you know of Joe Bond? 

No, 

Did Jack Ruby ever tell you why he moved from 
Chicago to Dallas? 

Let's see. If he did, I don't remember now. 

No, I don't recall whether he told 
me why. I don't recall. 

Did he ever mention any ongoing business he 
had in Chicago even after he moved to Dallas? 

No. The only thing he ever talked about was his 
prize fighting friends, his boxing friends. 


44-105 0 - 79-17 
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Do you remember any of their names? 

No, not offhand I don't. 

Let me ask you a few names and see if you can 
recall them. 

Do you know or do you know of Lennie 

Patrick? 

No . 

Dave Yards ? 

No . 

*ifrwin Weiner? 

No . 

Marty Fields? 

No . 

Samilf YarVs? 

No . 

Lawrence Meyers ? 

Wait a minute. Marty Fields. 

Marty Fields also went by the name of Marty 
Schwartz. A boxer. 

Yeah. That is the one he was talking about. 

He talked about being involved in the promotion 
of some of his fights? 

No. He would just tell stories about it, you 
know, when he and Marty did this or he and Marty 
did that. 
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We would sit down and he used to tell 
stories, you know, when he was in a real good 
mood about things that happened in Chicago, but 
I don’t recall any of the stories, you know. 

Ql Did you know or do you know of Paul Dorffman? 

A. No . 

Ql Or Allen Dorffman? 

A. No . 

Ql Or W, W. Litchfield? 

A. No. 

Ql Or David Elatkin? 

A. No. 

Ql Or Gus Alex? 

A No. 

Ql Do you remember any times when Jack Ruby returned 

to Chicago? 

A The only time Jack left when I worked for him, 

that I can recall, was when he went to New Orleans; 
and when he went to New York. 

Ql The time of the New Orleans trip was to hire 
Jada? 

A I believe so, to go down and see her. 

Ql What was the New York trip for? 

A The New York trip was to go see a friend, and 

it might have been the time when he bought those 
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Was that during the time when the 
Cuban thing was hot? 

I don't know whether Jack bought 
the guns then or he just went up there to visit a 
good friend of his. 

Do you remember the man's name he went to visit? 

No , I don ' t . 

Do you remember him going to New York because of 
his disputes with the entertainment union? 

No . 

Do you specifically recall that he didn't mention 
the reason he was going to New York was to try to 
clear up the union problems? 

No, I don't recall him saying that was the reasonj 
why he went . I 

He might have went up there to talk 
to the union, to talk to them, b\rt I don't recall 
that that was the main reason. 

Did Jack Ruby ever mention George Butler to you? 

No . 

Of the police department? 

No, 

Did you know George Butler? 

No. What would he have been, a lieutenant or a 
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sergeant or what? 

Q. Yes. Lieutenant Butler. 

A. Lieutenant Butler. I think I remember a Lieutenant 

Butler, but I don't remember anything specific 
about him, you know. 

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever mention San to< Tra f f i can t e to 
you? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you know him? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you know -LouiV McVJillie or did Jack ever 
mention him? 

A. No . 

0. Do you know or did Jack mention Russell D. Matthews? 

A. No, not that I remember. 

Qi Do you know or did Jack mention Sammy Paxton# 
also known as Salvatore Amarano? 

A. No . 

» ' 

Ql Did Jack Ruby know J .\D . Tipp«tt, the police 

officer slain on the day of the assassination? 

A. No, not as I know of . 

Ql Did you know him? 

A. No. The officers stopped by there, and if 

Mr. Tippett ever patrolled downtown and had a 
reason to stop up there, he might have, but we 
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didn't know those officers by their first names 
because the same officers didn’t always patrol 
down there at night. 

Do you remember any of the officers that patroled 
in the area of the club? 

I don't remember them. 

Did Jack Ruby have any particular policemen who 
you could call were his juice or people he could 
turn to in the police department for help if he 
needed it? 

I would imagine if Jack would trust anybody it 
would be Lieutenant Gilmore because he was so 
afraid of him. 

He would trust him because he was afraid of him? 
Yeah, you know, because Jack always kept his 
nose clean in front of him. 

In other words. Lieutenant Gilmore, 
his business was vice. Right? 

Okay. That means if we are not pourinj 
out champagne -- you know, pouring out champagne, 
that means you are cheating the customer. If 
we are not pouring out champagne or got 
prostitutes hanging around, then he has got his 
nose clean with Lieutenant Gilmore, and he made 
sure that that didn’t go on. That wasn't it. 
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He knew the girls was pouring out the 
champagne, but they better not let Lieutenant 
Gilmore catch them. 

Was Jack Ruby under any particular pressure 
besides what you have mentioned from Gi Imor e? 

Were there some violations that were going on — 
No. No. That was the only thing he was worrying 
about, because he knew Gilmore would slap a 
lock on that door if he caught anything going on. 

That man would arrest his mother, 
you know, and Jack knew it. 

How did Alice Alexander know about Lieutenant 
Gilmore? 

She mentioned in one of the reports 
that you had to watch out for Lieutenant Gilmore 
because he would arrest his mother if he had to. 

How did she know that? 

Well, that was just a figure of speech. 

Yea, but it is one that she quoted also. 

Well, we all said that, you know. 

How did you know? Did he ever arrest anybody 
in the Carousel? 

You know, he -- no, he never arrested anybody 
in the Carousel, but you would read about it in 
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the paper that Gilmore was going to bust somebody 
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down, you know, before the night was over, Friday 
and Saturday night. 

Did you know any of the FBI agents that worked 
in Dallas? 

No . 

You didn't know any of them? 

The only FBI agent that I ever met was that guy 
that took that thing from me, and if I recall, 
he wasn't -- well, he wasn't very nice, and he 
ran through it so fast. He ran over questions, 
you know. He had me nervous. I remember that. 
Over in the old post office building where the 
oldcourthouseusedtobe, 

I never will forget that. 

Did Jack Ruby take any guns to New York on that 
visit you were talking about? 

Now, that's what I don’t know. I don't know if 
Jack bought those guhs, bought a gun up there. 
Let's see. 

No. Jack had -- I was just thinking 
about it. He didn't take any guns. No, he didn't 
take any guns. 

Did he bring any back with him? 

No, I don't think he -- Jack had that pistol 
before he went to New York. 
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Now, when he bought the guns — I 
remember Jack buying guns. He said he bought 
these guns. He bought three guns. 

Were they Cobras? 

I don't know what they was. One of them was the 
one, I imagine, that he shot Oswald with. 

Now, he bought Eva a gun. He bought 
his friend one that was in Cuba. I don't know 
how he got it over there . 

Were you working for him at the time he bought 
the gun to send to the friend in Cuba? 

j 

That I don't remember. I don't remember. I don't 
remember if it was right after that that I started 
working for him, but I know there was still talk 
about the Cuban deal. 

Did Jack ever mention his trip to Cuba? 

No. I don't even remember him going to Cuba. I 
don't think he went to Cuba. 

He didn' t go to Cuba, at least during the time 
you were with him? 

No, at least during the time I remember. 

Did he ever mention having gone before you came 
to work for him? 

No . 

Did you ever see Jack Ruby with any gun other than 
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the one you mentioned in the V^Jarren Commission 
Report being in the money bag? 

That was it. 

Was anything unusual about that gun? 

No. 

Do you remember whether or not it had a shroud 
over the hammer? 

No / I don't. 

Do you know whether or not you could even see the 
hammer of the gun? 

All I remember about that gun is, I think it had 
a brown handle on it, but that gun was always 
in a little sack, a money sack , Okay . 

Now, we had two money sacks. Jack 
would put the gun in his money sack most of the 
time, if he was leaving there at night. If he 
just left there in the daytime he wouldn't put 
it in there, like if he was just going over to 
the bank he wouldn't take it with him. He would 
leave it there in the money sack in the desk 
drawer . 

Now, that day that, that night -- 
the day, and I have told everybody this . I 
recall the day that the, that President Kennedy 
was killed. Jack was crying, and he told me to 
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get everything ready and close up, that he was 
going to be closed, to call all of the girls and 
tell them that we was going to be closed that 
night, the next night, and he would call them 
back Monday to let them know what was going on. 

Now, I took some money with me. I 
don't know whether I told the Warren Commission 
about this. I had some money with me . 

Now, I said, "Jack, which one of thesej 
sacks do you want the -- " I didn't know Jack 
was going to tell me to take the money. I said, 
"Which sack do you want me to put the money ? " 

He said, "I don't care. Put it in 
either one of them." 

Okay, and I recall, if I am recalling 
correctly, he said — when he got ready to go the 
sack that he picked up had the gun in it, but 
they was both laying up there on the bar , but 
he didn't know which one of the sacks the gun 
was in, but I didn't want the sack with the gun 
in it anyway. 

But he didn ' t know which one of those 
sacks the gun was in because I was working behind 
the bar and he was there on the telephone crying 
talking to his brother. 
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When he got ready to go, he just pickei 
up one of the sacks. Maybe he felt it in there. 

I don't even think he felt it, because the man 
was broke up, you know. He was broke up. 

What we was going to do was split the 
money up because I was going to pay some bills, 
you know . 

Were you going to go to the bank? 

I was going to go get some checks. I had receipts 
and everything. The same thing I was going to 
do that day, that afternoon, we was going to 
wait and do it Monday. 

So what did he take a bag of money for? 

Well, he took just the regular receipts from the 
night before . 

You didn't normally take those to the bank? 

He took the regular, receipts from-the night 
before. It didn't make any difference. You see, 
the envelope was laying up there with the bills 
in it. Okay. 

The only thing that was in the sack -- 
no. The receipts and all and the bills was in 
the brown envelope. Okay. 

There was money and a gun in one sack 
and there was money and a gun in the other sack. 
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and there was a slip in each sack saying how much 
money it was. That was it. 

If you check your record there you 
might find there was a slip in that sack. 

Now, if Jack had any other papers or 
anything, you see, he put them in there later. 

But you had particular bills you were going to 
pay with some of the money? 

Yes. I had particular bills I was going to pay. 
Were the bills in the sack, or were the bills 
separate? 

The bills were separate. 

How did you know that you would have enough money 
in the sack to pay the bills? 

There was enough money in the sack. There was 
enough money. I knew that. 

So what happened was I left my sack 
down there. I was, you know -- but at first I 
was going to take it home. I was, you know, all 
confused. I said, well, I should take the money 
home with me, because I had carried money home 
with me before. 

But when I was getting ready to close 
up and getting everything ready to go, I decided 
I was going to leave the money down there. 
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When I heard that Jack shot Oswald, 
that's when I went down there and got the rest 
of the money and took care of the dogs, because 
I didn't want anybody to find that money in there, 
because I knew that was what Jack would want me 
to do . 

Where was Sheba after Oswald was shot? 

Now, that's another thing that I don't — where 
was Sheba after Oswald was shot? 

Now, I am told that Sheba was in the 


car . 


Now, I remember going and getting 
Sheba, and I don’t remember whether I went to 
the police station and got Sheba or whether I 
went to the Carousel and got Sheba, but I remember 
going and getting Sheba. 

Now, I could have went to the police 
station. If I did, I would have to get somebody 
to carry me, and I don't remember getting anybody 
to carry me to pick up Sheba, because I didn't 
have a car. 

But you ended up with Sheba? 

Yes. I ended up with Sheba. 

Because we are running short of time, let me ask 
you a few more questions. 
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Did Jack Ruby ever mention Gordon 
McLendon to you? 

No . 

Did you know Gordon McLendon? 

Yes. Gordon McLendon radio station. He might hav 2 
mentioned Gordon McLendon at times. 

Some of the disc jockeys came down 
there. Russ Knight and some of the other guys 
came down just to watch the strip shows sometimes. 

Jack was always trying to corner them 
to get him a spot, you know , get something f ree . 

Did Jack Ruby ever mention General Walker to you, 
Edwin Walker? 

Yeah, he mentioned something about that, you 
know, putting the signs in the yard over there. 

He went over there and made some pictures of that 
sign, I think, not too long before the 
assassination . 

Do you remember him ever knowing General Walker 
personally? 

No. 

Did you ever meet Lawrence Meyers who was a 
friend of Jack Ruby? 

No . I 

Who came from Chicago on business? 
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No . 

Did Jack ever mention him? 

I could have met him. I have forgot the name. 

A sporting goods salesman who brought Jack Ruby 
some barbells? 

Could have . 

Did you ever meet Jean Aa se , A-a-s-e, or Jean 
West who was a friend of Lawrence Meyers and 
met Jack Ruby? 

Not that I know of. 

When you visited Jack Ruby in jail, did you ever 
askhimwhyheshotOswald? 

No. I don't think I did. 

Did you ever ask him prior to the time he died 
whether he shot Oswald? 

I didn’t see him but one time and that was in 

jail. 

My main concern was asking Jack what 
should I do with the rest of that money that I 
had. 

Did Jack volunteer anything about why he shot 
Oswa Id ? 

No . 

Did he mention anything about President Kennedy? 
No, he didn’t. Not that I know of. I think I 
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only had 

about five 

minutes with Jack, and I 


think he 

said something about. 

"I got us in a 


mess , " or 

something 

like that. 

you know. 

0- 

Were you 

alone with 

him at the 

time ? 

A. 

There was 

a policeman standing 

about five or 


six feet away. 

QL Were you surprised when he shot Oswald? 

A. Yeah, I was surprised. 

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever do a violent act that you have 
seen ? 

A. I have seen him go into a rage. 

QL Have you ever seen him hit anyone? 

A. Yeah, I have seen him grab somebody. Not really 
just decked them, but I have seen him grab them 
and throw them out of there. 

QL You never saw him beat anyone up? 

A. No . 

QL ^ There have been a lot of accounts of reports of 

people who worked in the Carousel, and people 
who knew Jack Ruby, who say it was commonplace 
that he would beat up people who were drunk or 
rowdy or whatever . 

A. Anybody that was naughty or messing with the 

girls, I mean Jack would -- I have never seen him 
actually beat anybody, but I have seen him grab 
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guys and just literally throw them out. 

You might call that beating up a 
guy, you know. I am sure if a guy got loose and 
hit Jack he would fly back on him, you know. 

One time there was a scuffle out in 
the hallway. I never did get a chance to see it. 
Jack said he decked the guy, but I didn't see it. 
Did Jack Ruby ever mention Myra Lansky to you? 

No . : 

f 

DoyouknowMyraLansky? ^ 

No . 

Did he ever mention Jake Lansky, or do you know 
Jake Lansky? i 

No. Now, if look here. If we was sitting j 

down here in the summer of '74 and you asked ^ 

me some of those names I might remember some of 
them , you know , 

I have got customers that I have fed 
at one restaurant and didn't see them for three 
or four years in another and, you know, -their I 

names just pass me by , you know . 

Do you remember Candy Barr? 

I remember she used to work there. Yeah, I 
remember her . 

Do you remember what kind of a relationship Jack 



267 


58 

Ruby had with her? 

A. He didn't have any. He just tried to get her back 
after she got out of prison. 

Cl He tried to get her to perform? 

A. He tried to get her to perform for him. 

Cl But she never did? 

A. He called her a couple of times, carried her a 
couple of dogs down there, as I recall. 

Ql Did Jack have a normal relationship with women? 

A. I don't know. I can't say that. 

I heard a couple of the girls say that 
Jack was too quick, if you know what I mean, but - 

Cl Do you mean sexually? 

A. Yeah, but that's all I ever heard, you know. 

I know he tried to get the girls to 
go with him, you know. 

Cl You got the impression that he made love to some 
of the girls at the club? 

A. Oh, sure. 

Ql And they weren't real satisfied with his 

performance? 

A. Yes. That was it. 

Cl Did you get the impression as to whether or not 
they told him they were not satisfied with him? 

A. No, but they would sit around and snicker about it 
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you know. 

Did you ever discuss whether or not he might be 
gay? 

No . 

Never that allegation? 

No. Never that allegation. That never even came 
up in any conversation. 

The girls really liked Jack. They 

really did. 

In your Warren Commission testimony you said that 
he fired you all of the time. 

Yeah . 

It was just his way, when he got mad he would 
fire you and that would be it and you would come 
back to work? 

Yeah. Sometimes I didn't even leave. Sometimes 
he would leave before I could go get my stuff, 

I would be back getting my stuff 
and he would leave, and he knew I wasn't going to 
leave, you know, the place there after he was 
gone. 

You also mentioned that he had a lot of spats 
with Eva Grant, his sister. 

Did you ever see some of that? 

Yeah. It was verbal on the phone. He would slam 
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the phone down , you know . 

Did she ever loan him money or try to help him 
out financially? 

She didn't have any money. She was running the 
Vegas Club. 

Who did he turn to for money? 

You see. Jack, if anybody gave him money, he 
probably would have got it from Ralph. That's 
the only place I know of him ever getting any 
money . 

Ralph Paul? 

Yeah. 

To your knowledge, was there ever any gambling 
in the Carousel Club? 

No . 

Was there ever any gambling in any of the downtown 
clubs? 

Not that I know of. 

The only gambling I ever heard of was 
in the hotel rooms . 

In private hotel rooms? 

If you are talking about big games, yeah. 

They had some big games in some of the hotel 
rooms ? 

Yeah. Some of the guys around town. You know. 


25 
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there was a lot of gambling going on in those days 
VJas it pretty open or was it kind of a closed 
city? 

No. The only way I would know about it would 
be like some of — one of the black dudes might 
be going to serve drinks there and would say, 

"We have got a game," you know. 

Were there any numbers going on at the time? 

No. I never seen any numbers. 

Would you have known of it? You were talking 
before that maybe the strippers could pull the 
wool over Jack's eyes, but you would probably 
find out about things. 

Yeah . 

Do you know if there were any policy -- 
No. No policies, no numbers. Policy left 
Dallas long years ago. 

I mean, the policy had that all 
covered up. There wasn't any racketeering going 
on in Dallas. The only thing that was going on 
here was a little gambling and a little weed 
smoking. It wasn't even that much heavy stuff 
in town. 

Did Jack ever gamble? 


Not as I know of . 
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You have said in one of your interviews with one 
of our staff members that he did gamble. 

(Shakes head . } 

Did he ever play dice or cards or whatever for 
money? 

No. I mean -- well, Jack and his roommate -- 
what is his name -- they might have had a few 
poker games or someth! ng, but nothing big. That's 
not gambling . Just passing the time away . 

Do you know of your personal knowledge whether 
or not Jack Ruby ever had a card game for money 
in his apartment? 

I don't know for sure. 

Do you think he did? 

I imagine he did, I would be safe to say that, 
yeah, they had a few poker games sometimes. 

Who would have attended , which of Jack's friends? 
Probably just the guys in the apartment there. 

They would lay out around the swimming pool 
together . 

Who else besides Jack and his roommate was it? 
That's all. That's all I could say, you know. 

You don't know who the people in the apartment 
were? 

No. I don't know, I just seen them all laying 



272 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


Qi 


A. 


G 


A. 


63 

out around the pool together when I went over 
there at times, you know. 

Well, I have seen we have run over a little bit 
on our t ime . 

Yeah, and I am going to have to go. 

I wanted to give you the opportunity, if there 
is anything you want to add or say to put your 
testimony in context, please feel free to do it 
now . 

No. The only thing I want to say is I am sorry 
that I couldn't remember, recollect more than I 
can, because I would state very seriously that 
you probably would have had more information in 
your Warren Report from me if the interview had 
been conducted the way this one was, you know, 
but I am sure they didn't have all of the names 
and didn't have all of the information that they 
have now on different things, so consequently -- 
in other words, it seems like the guy that took 
the interview didn't want to talk to me because 
I am black, and he just rushed through whatever 
he was going to ask me, you know. 

In the event that we need to ask you some more 
questions, would you be available if we can work 
out a mutually convenient time? 

Sure . 

MR. PURDY: All right. Thank you very 

much . 

THE WITNESS; You are welcome. 
(Whereupon, at 4:10 p.m., the hearing 
in the above-entitled matter was 
closed . ) 
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ii. Kobert Bernard Baker 
Biographical Svmmary 

(887) Robert Bernard Baker was born on August 16, 1911, in New 
York City, the son of Sarah Baker, 1947 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. Baker had one brother, Herman, who resided in New York City, 
and a sister, Rose, who lived with their mother in Brooklyn. Baker 
had been married three times. His first wife was Ann Baker; her 
address in 1978 was unknown. Mollie Baker was his second wife. They 
had a daughter Barbara, living with her mother in Los Angeles, 
Calif. Baker w^as then married to Caroline Baker. 

(888) Baker was 6 feet, obese at 320 pounds, with black hair, brown 
eyes, and large, rectangular protruding ears. (/6^^^) During World 
War II, he had attempted to enlist in the U.S. Army, but was rejected 
due to obesity. 

(889) Baker had the following identification numbers: FBI num- 
ber — 910142; Social Security — 115-03-7850; Federal Correctional In- 
stitution — A4629SS. (i^?^5) 

Treatmerit hy the Warren Commission 

(890) Baker had been under prior investigation by the FBI and 
was considered a hoodlum with organized crime and Teamsters con- 
nections. The FBI and the Warren Commission failed to investigate 
any possible connection between Baker’s associates and associates 
of Ruby. The only mention of Baker by the Warren Commission 
was in reference to a Ruby call to Baker on November 11, 1963. When 
the FBI interviewed Baker, they were aware of the phone calls Ruby 
had made to Mike Shore and Irwin Weiner, but they failed to ques- 
tion Baker regarding these individuals. 

The Committee's Investigation 

(891) Legol^ Activities. — Baker’s ostensible vocation and apparent 
principal source of legitimate income since 1950 had been derived 
from the International Brotherhood of Teamsters Union. In 1950, 
Baker had been elected president of Local 730 in Washington, 
D.C.(77W) He resigned from Local 730 in 1952 and became the 
organizer for the Central Conference of Teamsters out of St. Louis. 
In addition, he had organized Teamsters locals in Chicago, 111., De- 
troit, Mich., and Omaha, Nebr, {1101 ) 

(892) Prior to his employment with the Teamsters, Baker worked 
in New York City, Hollywood, Fla., and Washington, D.C. Until 
1946, he had worked in New York City on the waterfront. (77^^) In 
1946, he had moved to Hollvwood, Fla., and worked as a doorman 
and bouncer for the Colonial Inn. (The Colonial Inn was owned and 
operated by Mert Wortheimer and Jake Lansky. Jake Lansl^ is the 
brother of Meyer Lansky, a reputed syndicate fi 2 :ure in Miami. (776^J) 

(893) Baker moved to Washington in 1946, where he drove a truck 
for S. A. Frese Co. and worked in the warehouse for the District 
Grocery Store. {IIOI^) 

(894) Harold Gibbons, Teamsters official in St. Louis and later 
James R, Hoft'a’s No. 2 man, persuaded Baker to move to St. Louis, 
a move he made on November 6, 1952.(776^5) He was Gibbons’ body- 
guard and was involved with the cab strike. (77^) From St, Louis, 
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Baker went to Detroit in October 1953 to work for Hoffa.(ii^?7) Baker 
“took care of a shyster lawyer” for Hoffa. {1108'^ 

(895) Illegal Activities and Association With Organized Crime . — 
During his testimony before the Senate Select Committee on Im- 
proper Activities in the Labor or Management Fields, Baker admitted 
Knowing Johnny “Cockeyed” Dunne, who, during the 1940’s, was the 
vice president and business manager of Local 31510, Terminal Check- 
ers and Platform Men, with a national charter from the American 
Federation of Labor, It occupied offices in the same building as the 
International Longshoremens Association. Another associate of 
Baker’s was Andrew “Squint” Sheridan, who was an associate of 
Dunne’s, and organizer of a brother local of the union on the Hoboken 
waterfront. Duane had been a strong-arm man for Dutch Schultz dur- 
ing Prohibition days. Baker was also associated with Danny Gentile, 
known as Danny Brooks, a former prizefighter who, during the 1940’s, 
was a policy collector for policy slips on the waterfront docks under 
the control of Dunne and his gang.(fi^P) 

(896) During 1947, Dunne and Sheridan were arrested for the mur- 
der of Anthony Hintz, hiring boss on one of the West Side piers in Man- 
hattan. (777^) Hintz had refused to knuckle imder to the desires of 
Dunne to get control of Hintz’ Pier 51. It was the only pier that the 
Dunne-McGrath mob did not control in the entire Greenwich Village 
section of the West Side, and at that time the piers had just opened up 
after being under the control of the Navy Department during the 
war.(iiii) 

(897) Shortly after Hintz’ murder, Dumie was picked up in his 
union rooms and charged with the shooting; Sheridan had disap- 
peared. He was found a week later in Hollywood, Fla. (7772) While 
Sheridan was being held in the Federal detention penitentiary, he 
was visited by Barney Baker. (777J) After visiting Sheridan, Baker 
went to Joe Adonis to get help for Sheridan in fighting extradi- 
tion. (777 J) 

(898) When Baker went to see Sheridan, he told the guard that 
Danny Gentile, who was missing, was at Pompano Lakes. After his 
visit, Baker fled to Las Vegas to hide out until he was able to get back 
to Florida. (7775) He stayed at the Flamingo Hotel, which was con- 
trolled by Bugsy Siegal, a west coast hoodlum. (7775) 

(899) in 1934, Baker was convicted and sentenced to an indefinite 
term in the City Penitentiary in New York for setting off stench 
bombs in movie theaters. He served 1 year and was paroled but w^ 
sent back for setting off another stench bomb. He was paroled in 
1935. On March 15, 1936, while on parole, he w^ shot and wounded 
while getting into an automobile on 34th Street in Manhattan. Baker 
was with Johnny O’Rourke, the president of Local 282 of the Teams- 
ters, Farmer Sullivan, a waterfront mobster, and Joe Butler, another 
waterfront mobster. (7/77) O’Rourke was also wounded, Butler killed. 
Sullivan was unhurt, but his body was discovered a year or so 
later out in the Flats in New Jersey. (7775) It was never established 
who opened fire on these men, but 2 days later police raided a house of 
prostitution on West 90th Street, New York City. The raid was ini- 
tiated by a tip believed to have come from the Dunne mob, of which 
Baker was a member. (7775) 
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(900) Baker was a collector and strong-arm man for an organization 
that Dunne and the union had set up called Varick Enter- 
prises. (77^) Varick Enterprises was a strong-arm collection agency 
for the so-called public loading racket on the piers and at truck termi- 
nals. They would discount the loading collections that were made by the 
public loaders on the piers and collect the amounts due. (1121 ) Through 
Varick Enterprises, Baker was also associated with Eddie McGrath 
and Connie Noonan. (77^^) 

(901) When Baker moved to St. Louis in November 1952, he became 
associated with Joe Costello, operator of the Ace Cab Company and 
known hoodlum. (77^^) Baker also became associated with John Vi- 
tale, identified before the Senate Select Committee as one of the three 
or four heads of the syndicate in St. Louis. (77J^-4) 

(902) In April 1953, Baker was arrested in St. Louis with a gun in 
his possession. He testified in 1958 that he had bought the gun from a 
cab driver. (77^5) The arrest record notes : 

When questioned at this office. Baker stated that a few 
weeks ago while en route to the city from Washington, he 
purchased the aforementioned revolver from a swap shop lo- 
cated on the outskirts of Indianapolis, Indiana. (77^^) 

The arrest record further says : 

When asked as to why he was carrying a gun, Baker stated 
that he was told by his bosses, Flynn and Gibbons, that the 
circuit attorney, Edward Doud, had given his approval for 
the carrying of the gun by him and other business agents 
of the Teamsters’ Union. (1127) 

(903) As a result of testimony given before the Senate Select Com- 
mittee, Baker was tried and convicted for violations of section 186, 
title 129, United States Code (Labor-Management Relations Act 
of 19^7). (1128) Baker had been paid substantial sums of money for 
his assistance in settling certain labor difficulties encountered by Ex- 
hibitors Service Co., Inc., and Esco Motor Co., McKees Rocks, 
Pa.(77^i9) George F. Callahan, president of the two companies, testi- 
fied that when his companies were experiencii^ labor difficulties with 
Teamsters Locals 57 and 58, Edward Weinheimer, an employee, con- 
tacted “Barney” Baker to obtain his assistance in settling the dis- 
pute. (77 J^) Callahan sent money to Weinheimer, who allegedly paid 
Baker, Callahan discussed the matter with Hoffa at Detroit and Wash- 
ington, D.C. Callahan paid Baker directly, and ultimately Callahan 
reached an agreement in the union difficulty. (77,?7) 

(904) Baker was paroled from Sandstone Penitentiary on June 7, 
1963. He moved to Chicago and became employed as field representa- 
tive for the Chicago Loop Auto Refinishing Co. at 3216 South Shields, 
Chicago. The company was owned by Earl Scheib. 

(906) Relationship with Ruby , — During an FBI interview on Jan- 
uary 6, 1964, Baker stated that his only contact with Jack Ruby was 
a telephone call he received from him on November 11, 1963. Baker 
told FBI agents John R. Bassett and William F. Hood that on Novem- 
ber 11, 1963, his wife called him at his office and told him that he had 
just received a long-distance telephone call from Dallas, Tex. It was 
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requested that he return the call and ask for “Lou.” Baker did so the 
same day from his office telephone. He said that when he got through 
^ the Dallas number, he told the person who answered that he was 
Barney Baker and was returning a call to someone at that number. 
Baker stated that the person on the other end of the line said, “That’s 
me. My name is [Baker could not recall the first name] Ruby.” This 
person then told Baker, “You don’t know me but we have mutual 
friends.” Baker said he asked who the mutual friends were, but Ruby 
simply said, “We got friends but I don’t want to tell over the phone.” 
According to Baker, Ruby then related that he was in the burlesque 
and strip show business in Dallas and that competitors were “attempt- 
ing to knock me out” and was contacting Baker in an attempt to obtain 
assistance in resolving the problem he was having with the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, Ruby suggested that “mutual friends” had 
advised him that Baker was familiar with unions and handling matters 
such as this and requested that Baker contact the AGVA people and 
“straighten them out.” (775^) 

(906) Baker told Ruby that part of the provisions of his 5-year 
probation was that he could not engage in any labor-management 
relations activities during the probation period. He declined Ruby’s 
request. (7 

(907) Deposition taken by the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 
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ASSASSINATION OF JOHN F. KEtINEDY 
TUESDAY, :!AY 23 , 19 7 8 . 

U.S, House of Representatives, 

John F. Kennedy Subconmittee of 
the Select Cormittee on 
Assassinations , 

Chicago, Illinois . 

Deposition of 

ROBERT BARNEY BAITER 

called for examination by staff counsel for the subcommitte, 
oursuant to notice, in Room 1669, 219 South Dearborn, 
Chicago, Illinois, beginning at eight o'clock a,m., in the 
matter concerning investigation of the assassinations of 
President John F, Kennedy, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, et al. , when v;ere present on behalf of 
the respective parties: 

For the subcommittee : 

JOHN W. H0RN3ECK, ESQ., Senior staff counsel 
For the Deponen t: 

ROBERT BAR2JEY BAKER 


(Appeared v/ithout representation by counsel.) 
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ROBEHT BARNEY BAKER, 


being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith; 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. HDRNBECK: 


! 

i 


Q. Would you state your name, full name, spelling your 
last for the record, please? 

A, Robert Barney Baker, B-a-k-e-r, 

Q. Mr. Baker, our purpose this afternoon is to take 
your deposition here in Chicago. Prior to the giving of your j 
name for the purposes of this deposition, you were sworn by I 
the United States Magistrate, is that correct? j 

A. Correct. j 

Q. And also you were given a cppy of the rules of the j 

Select Committee, the resolution establishing that committee, i 

! 

is that right? i 

A, I was, that is correct, \ 

Q, Do you have any questions with regard to either the | 

i 

taking of your testimony under oath here today or the rules j 
which have been furnished to you prior to the taking of this ! 
deposition? j 

A. None whatsoever. j 

Q. All right, I*m going to outline some of the rules ! 

that pertain to the taking of this deposition, and if you have 
any question after I*ve outlined the particular, rules per- 
taining to the deposition, please identify those question 
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areas and we'll attempt to resolve them. 

I 

First of all, you, of course, are entitled to have ' 
the presence and assistance of counsel during any portion of | 
the deposition which we are taking today. You understand j 
that particular right? 

A. I do. 

Q. You do not have counsel here today. Is that a mat- 
ter of your own choosing? 

A. That's right. 

i 

Q. A deposition is a voluntary statement, and by your | 
presence here today I assume that you are appearing volun- 1 
tarily to have your testimony taken under oath, is that true? ! 

A. That's correct. i 

I 

0. If there are any questions that you feel the answer j 

i 

to those questions would tend to incriminate you, you may, 
of course, refuse to answer that question under the Fifth 
Amendment privilege of self-incrimination. You understand | 

that? j 

I 

A, I understand. j 

Q. Our questioning will primarily deal with the period j 

of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and Lee I 
Harvey Oswald, that is, 1963, It will cover some years prior! 
to that time, and perhaps a few years subsequent to that 
time also. You understand that? 

A, I understand. 
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Q. Let me begin by simply getting some identifying 
information from you, Mr, Baker. Uha t is your present home 
address , sir? 

A, 5400 North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois, 

0 . And your present business or occupation, sir? 

A. 3550 West Brynmawr, which is an insurance company, 

0. Mr, Baker, prior to November 1963, what was your 

home residence? 

A, Sandstone , Minnesota , Correctional Institute . 

Q. And when did you leave that institution, sir? 

A. 1963. I don*t remember exactly the months. Could 
be maybe in June, 

Q. The records that I am in possession of indicate 
a June release date from that .institution. Does that square 
with your memory? 

A, That*s probably when it was. 

Q. Following the release from Sandstone, where did 
you go and what was your business or occupation? 

A. I had no business or occupation. I had no job at 
all. I just resided in 5900 Sheridan Road in a one-room 
apartment, one-room efficiency, 

0. At some point following your release I believe you 
began v?orking for the Chicago Loc^ Auto Refinishing Company, 
is that correct? 

A. Correct, yes, sir. 
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0. Can you tell us approximately when it was you be- 
gan working for that particular company? 

A. Could have been maybe--! vague on that — could be 
six or seven months after, 

Q, We*re just asking for your best memory, 

A, Maybe about six months after release, 

0. So do you think that assumption of employment was 

at the end of 1963, beginning of 1964? 

A, To the best of my recollection, I believe it could 

be , 

0. You think sometime within approximately — 

A, (Interrupting) *63, *64, 

Q. ' That company was owned by Mr. Earl Schieb, is that 
correct? 

A» That's correct. 

Q. Did you know Mr, Schieb personally? 

A. I*d met him prior to ray going away, when I was with 

the unions . 

Q. And did you have some relationship with Mr. Schieb 
prior to your incarceration? 

A, No, just got along with him real nice. 

0. Were there any business associations with Mr, 

Schieb prior? 

A, No , I had none. The organization that I worked for 
had business with him, but I did not. 
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Q. The union had? 

A. Yes. I was not involved in that. 

Q. And prior to your going to Sandstone, you were work- 
ing for the International Teamsters, is that correct? 

A, That*s correct. 

0. V/ere you working out of Chicago prior to the Sand- 
stone? 

A. Yes, I was an organizer in Chicago. 

0. Was it due to your Chicago organizing you met Mr. 
Schieb ? 

A* Oh, while I was organizing, yes, I met Mr, Schieb, 
but wasn*t organizational work direct to his company then, 

Q. Mr, Schieb *s companies had no Teamster af filication, 
his employees? 

A, At that time? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

i4. No, I think they were organized people, ard they 
were, at that time, I believe, were going in for contract 
negotiations , 

Q. Did they eventually become Teamster employees? 

A, Yes, they did, 

0. And can you tell us approximately when it was? 

4. No. I had nothing to do with that particular 
organization, and it was a certain local union in Chicago 
that has the jurisdiction, and that local was 743 Local. 
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But I had nothing to do with that particular event at all, 
organizing or contract, nothing at all. 

0. What was your job then working for Chicago Loop 
Auto Refinishing? 

A. I was taken on there with the understanding that 
it could be a temporary basis, and they were in a position 
of going into masking tape and industrial paint sales, and 
I more or less was interested in distributing same to com- 
panies that I had to solicit, to go into, to see what I could 
do with the tape, and with this industrial type paint. 

0. Did you have a sales territory at this time? 

A, No, no particular area which to go to, but Chicago 
was the base. 

0. Did you speak personally with Mr, Schieb in order 
to obtain this job? 

A. I spoke with him on the phone, and then he told 
me to send a letter to him stating what I was looking for, 
et cetera, et cetera. 

— Q. O.K, Was there any attempt by you to regain your 

past employment, that is, with the Teamsters when you were 
released? 

A. Yes. 

0. And what was the problem with resuming that job? 

A, Well, they were not sure whether or not I was 
allowed to go right back to work in labor unions or if I was 
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in the position of being a five-year limitation more or less. 
We have to more or less wait five years before you can go 
back to labor unions, 

Q, V/as the five years a statutory requirement? 

/4. Under Taf t-Hartley , but later on, after doing quite 
a bit of research on it, I was eligible, but it was a year, 
year and a half when I did find that out, 

Q. After that year and a half, did you then return 
to the Teamsters at any time? 

A. No. 

Q. Whom did you talk with from the Teamsters Union 
after your release from Sandstone to see if you could regain 
your employment? 

A. Jimmy Hof fa . 

0. Did you talk with him personally? 

A. Oh, sure. 

0. What was your relationship with Mr. Hoffa at this 

time? 

A. I was employed by Mr. Hoffa under Central States, 

I was more or less appointed chairman of the Central States 
Chauffeurs Division, Teamsters Central States Chauffeurs Di- 
vision. 

0. You are speaking of prior to Sandstone? 

A. Oh, yes. 
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0. All right, I’n discussing the relationship after 
your release from Sandstone you spoke with Mr, Hoffa as to 
whether or not you could regain your past employment , is that 
correct ? 

A. That’s correct. 

Q. What was your relationship v;ith him? Was it as 
amiable as it was prior to your entering Sandstone? 

A. Very amiable, good friends, 

0. And what was Mr. Hoffa ’s conversation with you 
with regard to you regaining employment? 

A. He’d have to look into the situation mere, more or 
less find out whether I am eligible to take a position with 
the Teamsters again, labor, or not be able to, and to have to 
v;ait that period of time. 

Q. And then you did return to the Teamsters Union? 

A. No,. 

Q. You never did? 

A. Never did. 

0. All right. Was there any particular reason that 
if after this year and a half when you discovered that you 
were eligible to return you were not able to regain your 
position? 

A. Well, Mr. Hoffa had to go into the penitentiary, 
and I was personally working for him in appointments and 
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organizing and assignments and being not available, I had 
no one else to go to, 

0 . So your relationship to the Teamsters Union pri- 
marily was based upon a personal relationship with Mr. Hof fa, 
is that a fair statement? 

A. I was president of the local union, Washington, 
D.C., I was elected by the membership, I left that union 
to go to the 1-tidwest to work for, organizational work for, 

Mr. Hoffa, relationship with the Teamsters was net through 

Mr, Hoffa; I was there prior, thirty some years, 

0. I understand that. 

A. I furthered my relationship with the Teamsters and 
Mr, Hoffa after I met him at several conventions, 

Q. How long did you stay with companies owned by Mr, 
Schieb? 

A. I believe it was an eight-month period in which he 
— then letters were sent out to all regional directors on 
all these other jobs, other than managers of the — the people 
that worked in these garages painting cars, they naturally 
retained them, but any regional directors that he had or any 
sales that he had outside of that was terminated. Around 
eight months, I believe, it lasted, 

Q. Was there a business reason for this termination? 

4. Yes. The masking tape factory closed. They went 

under. And the so-called paint that v?e were selling to 
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industry didn*t go ever too well. Good enough for the cars^ 
I guess, but not for the other industries, 

Q. Was that your last relationship in a business 
sense with Mr. Schieb? 

A. Yes, that*s all we had to do with each other. 

Q. Did you ever meet an individual who also was 
associated with Mr. Schieb by the name of Jim Braden, B-r- 
a-d_e-n, sometimes used the name Eugene Hale Brading, B-r- 
a-d-i-n-g, from Los Angeles? 

A. Never, I’ve never heard the name until just now, 

no. 

Q, Did you have any social contact with Mr, Schieb 
after this eight-month period? 

A. No, I never had any social contact x>?ith the gen- 
tleman outside of his conversations. 

Q. Did you wish to add something to that answer? 

A. No, I had nothing. 

0. Approximately, how many times did >du speak with 
Mr, Schieb, let’s say, prior to entering Sandstone and then 
subsequent to entering Sandstone? 

A. Prior to entering Sandstone, I never had anything 
to do with Mr. Schieb, It is when I got out of Sandstone is 
when I got to knOT«7 him, 

Q. I misunderstood, then, your previous testimony. I 
thought you had said that you originally met Mr, Schieb 
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while you were still organizing with the Teamsters^ which 
would have been prior to Sandstone? 

A. When I was out on — wait now, I've got to get this 
tnyself. Oh, I did, but when I went away, everything was all 
over with. then. When I got out of Sandstone, I renewed cny j 

acquaintanceship by ashing for a job. Prior to that was [ 

before, you're right. You're right. j 

Q. My question would be, approximately how many per- ' 
sonal conversations did you have with Mr, Schieb before you | 

entered Sandstone? ! 

j 

A, Maybe one or two at the most, I picked him up at 
the airport one time, drove him — it was in the winter, winter4 

time, and I drove him down to a certain motel, which I don't < 

! 

! 

even remember where he had meetings, so forth, so on, •. 

Q. Was this in Chicago? ; 

I 

A. That was the conversation, yes. That was hello, \ 
haw are you, ray name, et ceters, but no business. ■ 

Q. And the other one or two social conversations you | 
would have had with him — j 

..... i 

A. (Interrupting) I don't remember any other outside 1 

of maybe — I don't know if I took him back to the airport or | 

1 

if he went back some other way, but one time I know definitely., 
I can remember picking him up, ^ 

0. In any of these meetings in which you picked him up 
at the airport, did Mr, Schieb go to meet Mr. Hoffa? 



290 


A. I don't kncr.-; ';^ho he met. I believe he had a meet- 
ing with the Teamsters involved and there might have been a 
committee, might have been Hof fa there at the time. 

Q. Could you pinpoint, roughly, the year in which this 
particular meeting with Mr. Schieb and perhaps members of the 
committee ? 

A. Prior to '61, 

0, Before '61? 

A. Prior, or could be the start of '61, but I believe 
it is prior to '61, '60. That's to the best of my recollec- 
tion. I'm trying to pinpoint, but I just don't remember 
exactly , 

Q. Do you recall whether or not Mr. Schieb ever re- 
ceived any loans from the Teamsters Pension Fund prior to 
'63? 

A. If he did, I wasn't that close to that situation 
where I would know that, no. I don't know that, no. 

0. After your release from Sandstone, in addition to 
this telephone conversation in which you requested a job 
from Mr. Schieb, did you have any other conversations with 
him? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you and Mr. Schieb ever discuss Mr. Schieb *s 
political views? 

A. No; no. 
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Q. Were you aware of Mr, Schieb 's political views, 
that is, whether or not he was a very conservative political 
man, whether he was a very liberal political man? ^ 

i 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. In November of 1963 you received a phone call from 
Jack Ruby, is that correct, sir? 

A. No, There was a phone call from Jack Ruby. I was 
not home, so I couldn’t have received it. My wife received 
the call and a message to call back this number, to ask for 
Jack Ruby. I came home— -do you want me to-- 

Q. Well, why don’t we proceed on a question and answer 
basis, 

A. Fine. 

0. Were you working for Mr, Schieb in November of ’63 
to the best of your memory? 

A. I don’t know, I think it was — I don’t know exactly. 
I know it was an eight-month period that I— I don’t remember 
exactly. 

Q. All right. Let’s return to the telephone conver- 
sation that you’ve alluded to. The record reflects that 
there was a long distance telephone call from Dallas to a 
number RA 8-4031. Was that your home phone in November of 
1963? 

A, I lived at 5900 and I don’t remember that number 
as being ray home number, truthfully, but it must be. 
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Q. All right. You indicated that your wife called 
you and said that you had a message or spoke to you person- 
ally? 

A. I came home. She told me that I had a message. 

0. What was the message, to the best of your memory? 

A. To call Mr, Jack Ruby at a number given in Dallas, 

Texas , 

Q. In 1964, on the 3rd of January, there was an FBI 
interview of yourself? 

A. Right. 

Q. And it indicates that you sta.'ted to them that your 
wife had told you to return the call and ask for Lou. Does 
that square with your memory? 

A. Not Lou, Jack Ruby, That*s a wrong statement. I 
don^t know where you got that, but it is not correct. 

g. Well— 

A. There *s no Lou involved in that, 

0. All right. You remember, of course, that you were 
interviewed by the FBI in January 1964? 

A. Yes, definitely, 

Q. I may use the FBI statement at some point to see 
whether or not, one, you made that particular statement to 
the FBI or, two, if you recall making that particular state- 
ment. Again, we are not vouching to whether the statement 
is true or not. What we want here is, of course, your best 
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independent recollection, 

i4. I *m under oath at this moment. I don*t want no 
headaches, I*m giving it to you straight. 

Q. Insofar as your previous statement, it may or may 
not be accurate, but it may refresh your memory, 

A, Right. 

Q. To one extent or another. 

A. All right. 

Q. Then we will use the statement on that basis. 

A. All right. 

Q. ^ Your memory is that you had a definite return call, 
a message to return a call to Jack Ruby? 

A. Right. 

0. And did you do that the same day? 

A, I must have done it the same day my wife told me, 

yes. 

Q, Now, again, the FBI stateoaent reflects that you 
recalled the date as November 11 of 1963. The toll records, 
however, reflect a date four days earlier, that is, November 
7th of 1963. At this time do you have any memory as to which 
date is correct? 

A. The date that he called me at my house is the 
authentic date. 

0. Well— 

A, That*s the only time he called, the first time. 
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Well, if the record^ telephone toll records reflect 
that you called Ruby collect from your hone phone on Novem- 
ber 7th to return his call — 

A, (Interrupting) That^s the operator *s number^ all 
this stuff? 

Right, V7ould November 7th square with your memory 
as to the date of the call? 

A, Is that about the same time as he called me 

0. Yes, sir, that*s what the record reflects. 

A. 1*11 go with that, then. 

0. Could you tell us the substance of the call with Hrj 

I ■ ■ 

Ruby? 

A, Oh, yes. Jack Ruby told me a mutual friend told 
me to call you in rega rd to a labor trouble that he had in 
Dallas with the union that wouldn't let him put on local 
talent shows in a burlesque night club that he owned, would 
I intervene for him as the mutual friend said that I could 
probably help him. I then asked him who the mutual friend 
was and he was evasive in mentioning the mutual friend. I 
don't know why but he didn't tell me, so I went further with 
the conversation. 

0. Complete the conversation and then I'll come back. 

A* Fine. Then I told him that I just got out of a 
correctional institute and that I'm not allowed to be in- 
volved with any labor management relation affairs and this 
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would be putting me in a position of that kind, so we*ve 
got to forget about it. I asked him again who the friend 
was. He said, ’^Jell, if you can*t do it for me, you can*t 
help me, what the hell, forget about it," 

0. All right. When he said mutual friend, was it 
singular or plural? 

A. No, a friend, mutual friend, 

Q. Just one? 

A. Yes. 

i 

0. When you say he was evasive as to the mutual friend | 
did he indicate that he had talked to the friend by telephone! 

I 

or personally or where the friend might be? 

A. No. The way he talked was like somebody that might' 
have been visiting out there with him, sounded like, and he 
must be buying him a few drinks or something, I don*t know, 
something like that. Like somebody was there, you know, 

Q. Was there any indication that this mutual friend 
was a Chicago resident or a Dallas resident? 

A. Didn’t mention anything like that. Dallas I 
wouldn’t know, I never was there, never was in Dallas, 

Q. You’d never been to Dallas? 

A. Texas, forget about it. 

0. All right. He stated to you that his problem was 
his inability to put on a local talent show and amateur show? 
A. Something like that, yes. 
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Q. Now^ the union which he was dealing with^ did he 
state what union? 

A. Actors Guild Variety, I think, AGVA . 

I 

Q. Were you familiar with that oarticular union? ’ 

i 

A. No, I know a lot of people in unions, but I never | 
knew that particular union, I wouldn^t leiow. 

Q. In 1963 did you know anyone connected with the 
AGVA' Union, either on a national or local level? 

A. I couldn*t tell you because there were a lot of 
people in the Central Labor bodies. Could be an AGVA guy, 
could be Muscians Union, You meet all the trade unions when 
you go do these meetings. I might have said hello to a guy 
that could be one but not identified as one; never even 
questioned him what union he was with. So I say no, and 
somebody calls up and says you remember me, you met me, I 
wouldn*t know, 

Q. Would it be a fair statement that your testimony 
today is that you have no memory o^ knowing a particular in- 
dividual and knowing that that individual was an AGVA affil- 
iated person? 

A. Absolutely; ab5^1utely. 

Q. Had you in any of your previous union dealings had 
to contact AGVA for any particular labor problem? 

A. Not at all. 

0 . What was your knowledge or opinion of AGVA in terms 
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of the kind of union it was, its strength, its abilities? 

Did you have any such opinion? 

A. I never gave it a thought. Teamsters and all the 
unions that we worked with, blue collar labor, that's the 
ones that we associated ourselves with, \le never come in 
contact with AGVA, I didn't, in any respect. 

0. Did you ever tell Jack Ruby that you had no con- 
tact with AGVA people and that was not exactly your particu- 
lar line? 

A. No, I didn't tell him that, I just told him I 
cannot interfere or have labor management relations because 
of ray release from this institution, federal correctional, 
and that if I did, I'd only be putting myself in a bind, I 
let it go at that. 

Q. There is an indication in the FBI statement again 
that Ruby said that his competitors were "attempting to 
knock me out". 

A. Right, he did say that. Thank you for reminding me 
He did mention that, that's right. 

0. Did he elaborate on that at all? 

A. Yes. He says, "They allon;^ them to operate but they 
won't allow me to operate," 

0. Did he mention any particular competitors by name, 
either individual or clubs? 

A. No. He just says the other guys that otvn the same 
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type of businesses that I got^ the competition to me. He 
saidj "They let them operate; they don't let me operate." 

0, He indicated to yju then that AG^/A was showing some 
kind of favortism? 

A. No. He didn't mention AGVA . 

0. He did not? 

A. No, but that I assumed. The only one in enter- 
tainment business, actors, singers, et cetera, in that field 
would be AGVA. I mentioned that myself, I guess, because I 
figured that — I've been around the labor organizations so 
long, jurisdictional, I 'itnow where they belong. 

0. There is another statement in the FBI that Ruby 
related he had several strip sho^^s operating in Dallas, in 

i 

the Dallas area, and said that the American Guild of Varieties, 
AG’/A, are giving me a headache. He told Baker that competi- ; 
tors through the help of AGVA are "giving me a fit". Does 
that refresh your memory as to any of the conversation? 

A. Words to that effect, right. 

0. So those particular words — 

A. (Interrupting) His talking; his talking. Yes, 
that refreshes me a lot in memorizing exactly what it was 
about. He was doing most of the explaining, excited, what- 
not, over the situation; ho^'? he's being taken over a hurdle, 
so to speak, trying to push him out of business, and 1 think 
he did mention several of the competitors. 
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P. Did he indicate to you what it was exactly that he 
wanted done? 

A. Yes, rie x^anted somebody that can go in and talk 
to these, talk to International or somebody, of this organi- 
zation that had jurisdiction over his particular field of 
employment, and sit them dox^n, I guess, and talk to them and 
negotiate the situation whereby he should be given the same 
understanding that they gave the others, other places. 

Q. Did he ever suggest to you that he would want any- 
thing more than negotiation or x^7ant fo know anyone that you 
might know who could help him to do anythirg more than ne- 
gotiate? 

A. No, but he x^7as an excited sort of individual on 
the phone. He \sas doing most of the talking. *^7ell, 1*11 
get somebody else." He says, knox7 people", bragadosha, 
this and that, but I mean he didn*t mention — he wouldn't, 
anyhow — he wouldn't mention the mutual friend, and that 
bothered me, and that I didn't knox^ him, never knew him. 

When I come into Chicago, I believe he was already out of 
Chicago. 

0. Yes, I'm curious. Did he ever bring up his 
Chicago background with you just at the beginning of the 
conversation? 

A. No. I cut him short. After he got through with 
his spiel, as you read it, then I told him, I gave him my 
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situation where I couldn’t be in a position to help him, 
that I'd like to but I couldn't, more or less along that line.' 

O.K, No^‘ 7, there is an indication that you, of i 

course, would not give Mr. Ruby any satisfaction so he said ! 
that he would contact some other people? 'i 

A. Oh, yes, he hinted like that, 

0. Hinting in a way that he had a lot of contacts? 

A, Oh, sure. ! 

0. Did he specifically name any of the contacts, wheth-j 
er they were in labor or — 

A. No. 

0. (Continuing) — any other field? 

A, . No, He more or less was disgusted with the ans^:?er 
I gave him, 

0. Now, did you at some later time try to find out 
who Jack Ruby was and/or who the mutual friend might have 
been? 

A, The mutual friend bothered me. I don't know why, 

I mean, it was about business, but the phone call was st range 

I 

the excited — the attitude that the fellow had on the phone j 
to\'7ards the end of the conversation, devil may carish, so on. 
It did bother me to the extent where I wanted to find out 
what idiot must have given this idiot my name, I want to Icncx-j; 

0. So whom did you contact to try to find out? 

A. I think, I believe, I called him back, I think I 
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called him back. Have you got a statement there that I gave? 
YeSj I must have, 

0. I’ll say that the FBI statement does not indicate 
that there was a second phone call; also say that our records 
indicate that on November 3th of 1962, the next day, at 5:22, 
Jack Ruby called you — 

A» Again? 

Q. (Continuing) — from his club, 

A» Again? 

0. Again, and the conversation lasted for approximate- 
ly 14 minutes. Does that refresh your memory? 

A» Probably I did call. Maybe he did call me, tiaybe 
he did call me, in his desperation, and the party that he 
says, mutual friend, might have been even there at the time 
for all I know, I might have told him this guy can do it, 
bragadosha, you know, with the guy. Must have known me, he 
had ray number, I didn’t give it to him. 

0. Well, during this period of time in November of 
1963, you had been released from Sandstone three, four months,, 
whatever? 

A, Something like chat. 

0. Had you received any calls like Ruby’s request for 
labor assistance? 


A, Help? 

Q. Yes, sir. 
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A. No, not for labor assistance. 

Q. So his call would have been an unusual one? 

A. Sure was, especially frocn a stranger that you don’t. 
kncn^7 , You can get a request from sorrieone you knew, Here’s 
a man I never met, don’t know him, don’t kno;>7 nothing about 
him. He come on like gang busters, so to speak, 

0. Do you have any memory of the second conversation 
that you had with Jack Ruby? 

A. I think he was trying to tell me that I could do 
something along the lines in helping him, but I don’t have 
to do it personally, I must knoi^? people that can do some- 
thing, or along that lines, but I paid no attention to it. 

0. Are you saying he was looking for other names, 
for other leads, from you? 

A. Probably, Probably did, I mean, I knen^ — I tell 
you the truth, I can’t conceive of. a 14-minute conversation, 
unless he said, ’’Hold the wire", v;ent and had a drink or 
something, go to the lavatory, come back, I never talked 
long with him. 

Q. Your memory of either one of the conversations is 
that they were not as long as 14 minutes? 

A. No, 

Q. You think they were much briefer than that? 

A. Sure. They couldn’t be that long. That’s a long 


time . 
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0. Well^ what would your estimate be of either one 
of the conversations? 

A. In what respect? 

Q. In time. 

A. Maybe the first time it could have been around 
seven, eight minutes maybe, because he was doing all the 
talking, maybe ten minutes, off the top of ray head, I*m 
just guessing now. But I never heard from him again after 
all that, 

Q. All right, did you attempt to contact any individ- 
uals in the Chicago area who might have lcno\'7n Ruby, in order 
to determine how it was that he called you? 

A. No, because, first of all, I never knew he ac- 
tually was a Chicago man. I found that out when I watched 
television weeks later, months later. I don*t know how much 
later. 

Q. You* re discussing, then, the Oswald shooting? 

A, Yes, where he hit the buy. 

Q. And after the Oswald shooting, did you connect the 
Jack Ruby who called you on the telephone with the Jack Ruby 
who shot Lee Harvey Oswald? 

A. The burlesque place was shci^n on the TV or the 
store front place was shovm on TV. Sure, I did. I said it 
had to be him. 

Q. First of all, where were you when you heard the 
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news that Jack Ruby had shot Osvjald? 

A. Sitting on the couch in my living room \;atching TV, 

Q. Was there anyone else with you? 

A. i-ty wife, 

0 . What was your first reaction to that event? 

A. I said, "Holy God, this is the felloT'; that called 
me on the phone." I said, "Here we go again. I’ll have 
another visit." I always figured that somebody is going to 
find out he called me. 

0 . So you were not very surprised when the FBI sho^i^ed 

up? 

A. Oh, no, no; no, I figured sooner or later, I 
don’t under- rate no one, I know they’re going to hit them 
right away. But I was going through unnecessary quizzing 
at the time. I was innocent of the event. I didn’t even 

this guy , 

Q. Did you then attempt to find out from any of your 
friends or acquaintances who Jack Ruby might have been? 

A. To tell you the truth, after that — I’d just got 
out of that correctional joint, I didn’t want to know vjho 
he was, I didn’t even want to look at the TV any more, I 
didn’t V7ant no part of it, I couldn’t duck it. 

Q. There’s a statement attributed to you in the FBI 
report that he, Mr. Baker, stated, liOT'jever, after the assas- 
sination of President John^F. Kennedy and subsequent murder 
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of Lee Harvey Oswald by Jack Buby, he made inquiry of namerous 
persons in an attempt to determine vj’no referred Ruby to him. 

He stated the results of the inquiry v;ere negative and he 
still has no idea as to the identity of the individual who 
suggested that Ruby contact him in Chicago. First, did you 
make that statement to the FBI? 

A, Yes, I told them that I was interested to IcnOT-?, 
and then after that thing happened I did get around to asking 
people did you ever kncn^ this guy Ruby on the west side, in 
a restaurant on the west side. 

0 . Who were the people that you contacted? 

A. Just general conversation, at a table. There is 
a place here where they have Je^^ish food. They all congre- 
gate in there. General talking. Never one person by name 
that I can identify. Everybody sittin* at the table. That 
was the conversation, the big conversation, at the time. 

Just happened, all this tumult. And who he*d know from Chicago 
that would give him my name. and who he would hang out with. 
Nobody hangs out v;ith that guy. V/e talked. He was a loner. 
They didn't want nothing to do with him. He’s a nut. Things 
lilce that, 

Q. V7ere these people whom you spoke with in Chicago 
people who had known Ruby in Chicago years ago? 

A. I imagine they might have because he was a West Side 
guy, they were raised v;ith him, they v;ent to school with him. 
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Q. Some of the other people that Jaclc Buby called, 
roughly the same time period, are people that you and Jacic 
Buby may have had in common in terms of knowing their name 
or having some association v;ith them. 

Let me ask you if you know Ir^-;in V/einer. 

A. Yes , sure , 

Q. And long have you knmm him? 

A. Well, he*s been in the bail bond business do\^?ntovm 
I think we had some business with him, taking out pickets 
and things like that, I then met him in a restaurant. We 
had a good friend, I think, in Milwaukee, Phil was a friend 
of his . 

0. This is Phil Avarigio? 

A. Yes, that*s right. And he used to go in the res- 
taurant. I used to see them together, I kno^<j him, hello, 
ho^7 are you, this other gentleman. In fact, I s ee him ncn7, 
very friendly. 

0. Did you have any icnov;ledge that Jack Buby had a 
conversation with Mr. Weiner? 

A. No, I didn*t kno\; if Buby had a conversation with 
anyone outside of me, outside of what the FBI agents told me 
that he contacted other people in this area. 

0. Did they tell you who he contacted? 

A. No; they didn^t mention no names. 

0. Did they say v?hat the subject matter of the 
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conversation Ruby had with any of these other individuals? 

A, No, but I understand it was his problem, that he 
was trying — 

Q. (Interrupting) You understood from — 

A. own thinking that he contacted them people here 

at the same time he contacted me, because of his labor situa- 
tions that he had there, troubles, looking for help. 

0. You mentioned Mr. Weiner, Mr, Avarigio, Did you 
ever have any business with either of those tti?o gentlemen 
other than that which you*ve indicated with Mr. VJeiner, prior 
to going to Sandstone? 

A, In business, none. Prior to going to Sandstone, 
you said? 

0. Yes, sir, 

A, No. 

0. V/hat about subsequent to that time, anything after 
Sandstone? 

A. Well, not with Mr. VZeiner, but I think they had some 

I 

kind of a warehouse where they were selling salvage material, ! 

j 

goods, you know, Mr. Alvarigio, and through his people I | 

might have-not might have, but I probably bought some various 
things, watches and things like that, try to sell them, you 
loiOTv, malce a profit, make a living, but he had the sales peo- 
ple in this warehouse. It was open for the public. 

Q. Do you Icnw^ an individual named Michael Shore 
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from Los Angeles? 

A. No. 

0 . Did you ever know anyone v?ho was affiliated v/ith 
Reprise Records, R-e-p- r-i-s-e? 

A. No; no, 

0. Did you kno^; an individual by the last name of 
Mazzei, who*s also from Los Angeles? 

A, That West Coast area, I very much unkncffjn to 
everybody there, I don't know too many people there. 

Q. What about "Dusty" Miller? | 

A. Yes, "Dusty" was a vice president. Then he was i 

the secretary- treasurer no^^ of our International Union, Hell | 

of a nice guy, j 

0. Approximately how many years did you knov? I 

Miller? ; 

A, Quite a fev7. You see, I've been v/ith the Teamsters ; 

quite a v;hile. Nine, ten years maybe; I don't kno^j. I mean, \ 

I 

that I know him, see him coming to conferences, meetings. He j 

i 

was a director, I believe, of the Southern Conference Team- ' 

I 

I 

sters. 1 

Q. Your relationship with Mr. Miller was very friendly?! 

A. Well, not as much as other V,P,'s that I knew from ' 

the Midv;est. But very gracious, real nice person. Git do^-7n, 
have coffee at the meetings or something, somebody be at the 
table with him, other people. 
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Did you have any I:nov;ledge that Jack Ruby had 
called "Dusty” Miller? 

A. I believe it is in ray report that they told me 
that, didn’t they? The FBI, I think, told me that, I’m 
just asking you because I did hear — 

0 . You’re v^elcome to review the report, I don’t find 

that. 

A. No; no; no. Either them or somebody told me that 
he contacted Miller, And the story I got, this guy had 
enough moxey or guts that he — I think he mentioned my name. 
He’s a friend of mine all of a sudden, 

0 . You think that Jack Ruby mentioned your name to 
Mr. Miller? 

A. I heard that somewhere, I think so, 

3. Do you have any memory of talking to Mr. Miller 
and discussing the fact that Jack Ruby might have called 
him? 

A. No, I haven’t no recollection of that at all, 

0. Did you — 

A. (Interrupting) But he’s, this fellow is, nervy 
enough to go any\7here angels fear to tread, mention names, 
or do anything to get wliat he wants. 

Q. Your memory is that you heard that Jack Ruby men- 
tioned your name to Mr. liiller as an entre to 2^r, Miller? 

A. I believe that he might have told me that himself. 
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I don’t know who told me. Somewhere I heard that. 

Could it have come from Mr, Miller? 

/4. Maybe. 

0. Could have come from Mr. Miller, could have come 
from some other source? 

4. :-laybe, or maybe somebody working for Mr. Miller. 

He might have mentioned it to someone else v;ho had been work- 
ing for him. I just can’t put ray finger on it. 

0. Did you have any personal contact with Mr. Miller 
after your release from Sandstone? 

4. Well, no, I never had no contact with Mr. Miller. 
The only contact I would have had would be with the gentle- 
man I was working for, with Hof fa, 

0. \ihat knowledge or relationship, if any, did you 
have with a Joe Glaser? 

4. Joe Glaser? 

0. Yes . 

4. He used to manage a band or something like that 
in Chicago. That’s all I know about hLm, 

3 , Did you have any personal relationship with 21r. 
Glaser? 

4. I don’t remember having any relationship with Joe 
Glaser; I don’t remember having any at all with him; seeing 
him in restaurants and such; different places where he would 
go to eat, but I personally had nothing to do with Mr. Glazer. 
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Q. What relationship, if any, have you had with Paul 

/ 

Dorfman? 

A. Paul Dorfman was a friend of Mr. Hoffa*s, and I 
met hiin, and he*s a real nice man, and any business relation- 
ships, I had no business relationships at all. I believe he 
had his own union, some independent v;aste paper union, some- 
thing, AFL-CIO. 

0. Well, the Waste Handlers Union in Chicago, which 
Mr. Dorfman had from approximately 1947 to sometime in the 
late 1950 *s was a union in which Jack Pvuby had originally 
been an organizer in the late *40 *s. 

A. Not with Mr. Dorfman. With Mr, Dorfman? 

Q. No. The history is that in 1947 the president of 

that union, Leon Cook, was killed. 

A. 1 didn*t know that. 

Q. And Mr. Dorfman became president of that union 
after the death of Mr. Cook, 

A, I see. 

Q. Did you have any knowledge of that history that 
I*ve just laid out to you? 

A. No; no. 

Q. Did you ever discuss Jack Huby with Mr. Dorfman? 

A, No reason to. 

Q. It never came up? The subject never came up in any 


conversation? 
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A, No; no, 

n. VIhat relationship, if any, did you have with Allen 
Dorf man? 

A, Allen Dorfman, the only relationship I have with 
him is that I *m employed by him now, I v;ork for him, 

Q. Did you have any contact with Allen Dorfman in 
1963, »64? 

A, I was always friendly with Allen, and talking about 
making money. Business ways, none whatsoever, 

0. In any of your conversations with Mr, Ruby, did he 
ever mention anything about a lawsuit that he might file or 
trying to get an injunction or anything like that? 

i4. None, 

0. Never discussed that possibility. Did he ask you 
for any advice? 

A. No; no. 

Q. What relationship, if any, have you ever had with 
Nofio Pecora? Have you ever heard that name, Nev? Orleans? 

A, None whatsoever. That*s strange. 

Q. What relationship, if any, have you had with Dave 


Yaras?: 



A, 

Oh, 

f riend . 

Q. 

How 

long were you associated with Mr. Yaras? 

A. 

Not 

associated. A friend; liked him very much, him 


and his family, and he was more or less a resident in I'tLami 
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Beach, I think. 

Q. Did you have much contact with Mr. Yaras during 

1963? 

A, Not much contact, no; no, I believe he tried to 
help me one time get a job, I think, while I v;as in-bet^>?een, 
and that was some laundry that his son was heading, some kind 
of uniform company, and he asked me if I would want to go to 
work on a commission basis. He said, "You must know a lot of 
people, places; maybe you can bring in some business; work 
on commission." I was interested in a salary. I couldn’t 
wait for commissions. I says, "Dave," I says, "I’ve got to 
get a set salary, something to take home," 

Q. Did you have — 

A, (Interrupting) Once or twice I spoke to him on 

the phone in Florida. I think I called him back, I’m not 

sure now, but I know we did talk on the phone, 

Q. There was a phone call on November 21, and the 
records indicate that call was from you to Mr. Yaras,. 

A» Possibly telling him that I was thinking over what 
I told him, that I had to talk it over, think about it, and 
I called him back, telling him that I appreciated it but I 
couldn’t take it, so forth, so on. 

Q. Did you ever discuss Mr. Ruby with Mr. Yaras? 

A, I don’t think anything occurred with Mr. Ruby in 

calling me before that happened, where he offered me a job. 


44-105 0 - 79-21 
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Q. Hell, I*m — 

A. (Interrupting) I don't recall that, 

Q. (Continuing) — looking to the possibility of wheth- 
er or not after the Oswald shooting — i 

A, After the whole smear was over. 

0. (Continuing) — whether or not you had any conver- 
sation with Yaras? 

A. Pertaining to — 

Q. Yes, you may have discussed Ruby coming from in 
Chicago, whether he knew him. 

A. Yes, I knew him well enough to ask him that. I 
never did, no, 

Q. Did you kno^7 that Mr. Yaras- and Jack Ruby were 
from the same neighborhood in Chicago? 

A. It is a known fact that every Jewish family that 
grew up came from a certain place called the West Side, or 
something, Chicago, and that's possible, I can just put t\-;o 
and two together; they must have came out of the same area. 

But I never questioned or asked anybody after the incident 
where he come out of. It was known then, you know, that he 
come out of the West Side of Chicago. 

0. Did you have any conversation with Lenny Patrick | 
about Jack Ruby? ' 

A. I haven't seen Lenny Patrick, I saw him maybe once 
in my whole life or twice in my whole life, only visioned him. 
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and I’ve never had any conversation pertaining to anything 
^'jith Lenny Patrick. In fact, I don’t even see him around 
no more. 

0. In 1962 there were several reported conversations 
in which Mr, Hof fa made some statements about Bobby Kennedy 
and about killing Attorney General Bobby Kennedy. 

A. I was around Mr, Hof fa a great deal, and I don’t 
think there was anybody any closer to Jimmy than I was, and 
I know he had a running battle with Bob Kennedy. It seemed 
like both of them enjoyed the fight, and I was before that 
committee. You know it. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. And I never heard him saying, I never heard him say 
kill Bob Kennedy. He’d like to knock his brains out maybe, 
have a fist fight with him. That could have happened in the 
courtroom the way both of them were tangling, but not that 
extreme, no. I never heard it, no. 

0. Did you kno\^ *a Frank Chavitz? 

A. I met Frank Chavitz, yes. I met him in the Inter- 
national office. 

Q. Approximately when, can you recall? 

A, Yes, sure, around four days before Jimmy went away, 
at the International office in VJashington, D.C. 

Q. Was there some special kind of meeting? 

A. Well, he was going away, people were going in to 
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see hira, wish hin well. 

0. Was that the first time you had met Frank Chavitz? 

A. Yes. I 

0. Did you have any knowledge that Frank Chavitz had ! 
made threats against Attorney General Pxobert Kennedy? j 

A. No, really. 

0. Did you ever hear that he had come to Washington, 
D.C., with a rifle to shoot Attorney General Kennedy? 

i4. Can*t believe it. I mean, I can*t believe it. 

Wait a minute. I’ve never heard it, no. But I just added 
to it I just can’t believe it. j 

0. Well, what is there about Frank Chavitz or about j 

I 

that particular incident that you would not believe that j 

i 

would be possible? [ 

A. Well, the guy has to be insane to do anything like • 
that, for God’s sake. These guys, they’re doing their job. | 
They had a job to do. They’re taking you on. Win, lose or 
draw. Buddy, you don’t result to that, you don’t kill people. | 

I can’t see anybody doing it. That’s why it surprised me i 

i 

i 

v?hen you say came in for a purpose. Tioat would be an awful ! 
thing . ! 

i 

Q. You have testified that you never heard Jimmy Hof fa ! 
make any kind of threat against the life of Robert Kennedy? 

A, No, none on the life of Robert Kennedy. 

Q. And I take it also that that would include Presidetit 
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John Kennedy also? 

A, Oh, a great gay; thought he was a good man, 

Q. V7hat was — 

A. (Interrupting) He v;as on the coaimittee, by the way 
I liked him. He was all right. He treated me fair. 

0. Was Mr. Hoffa’s, let's say, anger or dispute v;ith 
the Kennedy administration more directed towards Robert 
Kennedy or the administration as a whole? 

A, No, It was a personal matter. He thought that it 
was a vendetta against him by Bob, to get Jimmy. 

Q. And what was Mr. Hoffa's then response if he 
thought that there was this personal vendetta by the Attorney 
General? 

A. Oh, he was there to defend himself legally, to shov7 
him that he was wrong, that he was just intimidating, fram- 
ing him. That's the expression. Things of that sort. 

0. It is an expression used by Mr. Hoffa? 

A. Yes; big frame; never did anything like that, 

Here's a guy coming in with all kinds of statements and words 
to that effect, I mean, you don't think he's going to like 
him, Here's a guy that's going to break him, send him to 
jail. He's not going to love him. 

Q. That's the point that we're trying to get to. 

A. Yes, But it never reach Jimmy mentally where he 
would express himself viciously to kill a guy, like you made 
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the statement that he might have said, I never heard it, 

0 , Could Jimmy Hof fa get to such anger ^ just for even 
a moment, where he might say something lihe that without | 

! 

really meaning it? I 

i4. Oh, sure, God, people say a lot of things in anger] 

I 

I 

and could be expressions . tliat come out, never ever doing j 

what they will say in their anger. But I never heard him say 1 

that. j 

1 

0. The JicClellan Committee hearings and the Justice | 

I 

Department investigation of Jimmy Hof fa had gone on for some ; 

I 

number of years prior to November of *63? ! 

I 

A. A lot of years . I 

0 , And Mr, Hoffa had, as you say, expressed the vie^*; j 

1 

that there was a personal vendetta v;ith an effort to frame i 
him? ! 

A, Yes. I 

Q. In November of *63, if you can recall that time 

i 

period, Mr. Hoffa again had some very serious legal problems.! 

J 

I believe that was when they were getting ready for the sec- j 

i 

ond trial down in Chattanooga or maybe Nashville at that timej. 
Were you in touch with him during that period of time to findl 

out V7hat his attitude was toward things? I 

! 

A, No, All through that Tennessee dealings I never 
contacted him or he me. 

0. Well, what was the reason for tbiat? 
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A. I don't understand. I figured hoi7 aiE you, call, 
something, you icno\-j , But that was, you say, what year? 


Q. 

November of *63. 


A. 

Well, I was out 

then — no; no. 

Q. 

Vie 11, how many— 


A. 

(Interrupting) 

I saw him in Chicago when I came 


out. They had a meeting at the Edgevjater Beach Hotel. That 
is where I confronted him on my chances of getting back; I 
had had so many years there. I come out without a pension 
program, things like that. I said, "Hey, I'm a senior citi- 
zen now, buddy, take it easy with me." 

Q. Who was present at that meeting at the Edgev?ater 
after your release? 

A* Begular Executive — not Executive but Central States 
that they had. That was one of the meetings that the Central 
States, I believe, had. 

Q. Was there any kind of formal request by you to talk 
to anyone? 

A. No; no. I can always walk in, open the door. They 
never had the door closed when I went back. I could always 
open the door, say, "Jimmy, how are you?" Not only me but 
any member of the union could walk in on him and he'd give 
them the first crack to talk because he knew that they had 
to get back to work. He was strictly a labor man. 

0. How often did you see Jimmy Uoffa during the fall 
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of 1963? 

A. Not often at all. Just at that going away when-- 

j 

well, that was later. j 

Q. Yes, that was later. i 

i 

A. *63 I come out. I saw him that one time, and then I 

* 

He was preparing to go in when I came out, | 

0. I think that was a couple of years after. | 

‘ I 

A. He was fighting it then, fighting the case, i-Iaybe j 
he was in the courts, what-not. Because I know that I was j 

in Washington the week end that he liad to turn himself in. | 

0. So I take it, then, from what you*ve said that ! 

your contact with him in the fall of *63 after you got out 1 

were certainly not very close, maybe one time, maybe two j 

times? j 

I 

A. That*s right, " i 

Q. I just want to get into a short area of some places j 

where you might have traveled that Mr, Ruby also traveled. ! 

i 

Have you ever been to Cuba? I 

i 

A. No. I 

Q. Did you ever discuss with anyone the fact that Jackj 
Jtuby iiad been to Cuba? Did anyone ever tell you they saw him} 
there? i 

A, I didn't even know he was there, no, i 

0, What about Las Vegas? What trips, if any, did you 
take to .Las Vegas, and I want to just put this in a tioe 
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period, 1960? 

A, One in 1946. All right, kid, I went there. They 
were building a hotel. I went there to look at this sky- 
scraper that was being built on Che desert. That^s all. 

Q. That was the Flamingo? 

4. I said *46. It was '47 that I went. 

0. That was the Flamingo? 

A. Yes. Opened in '46. *47 I went. You're right. 

The green felt jungle. 

C. We already indicated — 

A. (Interrupting) I haven't been in Vegas--this is 
unusual — never since *47, *48, little desire. I. wouH like 
to go sometime. I've never been there since *47. 

Q. You've indicated before that you were never in 
Dallas? 

A. That's right. 

0. What about New Orleans? 

A. I never was in New Orleans. 

0. What about Miami? 

A. Oh, I've been there; worked around there; lived 
there, you know. 

0. Let's discuss the period lata 1950's,up to the time 
you went Co Sandstone. 

A. Well, late '50*s. I think you have a record on it 
better than I because you fellow do a very good job on that. 
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I was there recuperating from a heart ailment that I had, , 

I 

the type that I had in Washington, D.G., when I was com- 

i 

mitted to the Washington- Jefferson Hospital, After that, I 
got out and went bach to Chicago, Then from Chicago I took I 

I 

my wife do^-m to Florida to rest. That was in the '5C's. I | 

don't remember exactly the year, but I was there, '50's, | 

! 

Q. Were you working while you were in Florida or just 1 
resting? | 

i4. No, I was relaxed, taking it easy, ! 

Q. Was Mr. Yar;as down there at this time with you? ! 

A, Not with me, but he, at one tine, was at a club ! 
where they had a poolroom, Jewish get-together, a golf club, 
and I went over there, too. i 

O. Who were your social acquaintances during this I 

i 

Miami? i 

I 

A, Social acquaintances. Sea Gull Motel, on T^^enty- j 

third Street, we used to eat in VJoolfies. Money wasn't too * 

i 

big. I made acquaintances. I didn't go to anybody. I could | 

I 

have gone to people, seen people, but I didn't. ! 

Q. Did you meet or ever know a Norman Rothman while | 

you were there? j 

A, Norman Rothman, what business is he in? j 

P. In Miami. i 

A. I don't want to tell any lies because you're liable 


to crucify me. 
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0. I’ll give you Mr, Rothman’s background. He’s from 
Miami. He spent time in Cuba in gambling circles. 

A» No; ' no; no, 

0. While you were in liLami or at any other time^ did 
you ever meet Santos Trafficante? 

A, No. 

Q. The Miami incident triggers something in my memory , 
and that is years ago you worked, as I recall, at the Colony 
Club in — 

i4. Colonial in Green Acres. 

Q. In Hollywood, Florida? 

A, I was a mat ride. 

Q. What time period was that, roughly? 

A. ’45, 1946, maybe ’44. This is seasonal. So many 
months of the winter the northern area people come down to 
Florida. That was in Hallandale, H-a-l-l-a-n-d-a-l-e. 

0. V7as there ever an individual there at the club by 
the name of Jack Rubens tein? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. This would have been an individual who perhaps 
gambled at that — 

A, (Interrupting) I know a lot of them gamblers but 
I never knev; of that name. Jack Rubens tein. It is not fam- 
iliar, 

Q. VJho were the acting o^-mers of that club during the 
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times you worked there? - 

1 

A. Jake Lansky, And there v;as quite a few owners there', 

Q. Do you recall any of the other owners who had been j 
active? 

A. Joe Adonis, 

Q. Any other people you can recall? 

A, As o^*mers, , I'don*t kno^'j now. It could be — 
let's see, I used to report to Jake. But I know there vjas 
a lot of people around. 

0. -Did you have any relationship with Jake Lansky 
after the Colonial? 

A. No; that was it. Only when I v;as down there did 
I have any relationship, in seating people, bringing people 
into the casino, taking them into the entertainment room, 

Q. So after the Colonial, you V 70 uld have had no con- 
tact with Jake Lansl<^? 

A. No, 

0. What about Meyer Lansky, what contact would you 
have had with him? 

A. None whatsoever with Meyer# because he was busy 
flying around, or wherever he goes, personal business, but 
I knew that he was quite a gentleman, really. 

0. You had met Meyer Lansky on occasion? 

A. Oh, sure. 

Q. Approximately how many times, if you recall? 
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A. A lot of times: in the club, he was eating there; 
I seen him there with his wife. Not that I had anything to 
do with him personally. As a guest; I was working there. 
But I seen him a lot. 

Q. Any relationship with him after the Colonial? 

j 4. None v;hatsoever. 

Q, Did you ever Icnow an individual from Chicago by 
the name of Lawrence Meyers? 

A, Lawrence Meyers? By name, no. I don’t know by 
name nOT^, 

Q. Frank Goldstein? 

A. No. 

Q. Alex Gruber? 

A, No. 

Q. Al Gruber? 

A. No. 

Q. Harry Hall? 

A. No. 

Q. Sometimes Mr. Hall used the name of Harry Haller 
or Helthgott, 

A, No. 

Q. Arthur Lewis Clark? 

A, . No. 

Q. Joe Campisi who is from Dallas? 

A. No 
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Q. James Franiano from the Uest Coast? 

A. No. 

0. You* re saying you don*t knox*; these people? 

A, At all. 

0. Gus Alex from Chicago? 

A. I know of him, but I*ve never met him. 

Q. But you don’t know him? 

A. No. 

0. Did you knov; Sara Giancana? 

A. Know of him but never met him, when I read the 
papers . 

Q. What about John Roselli? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever meet John Eoselli? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever meet an individualj Bussell D. or Ps. 
D. Matthe\>7s from Dallas who is no\<? working in Las Vegas? 

A. What? 

0. R. D. Matthews. 

A, Matthews, what is he, gambling business? 

0. In the gambling business. 

A. No, never met him, 

, Q. Sanmy Paxton? 


I 

i 

( 

I 

I 

I 


A, No. Might have met some people i don* t know > you know. 
0. Eugene or Clyde Smahldone from Denver? 
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A. No. 

Q. Roger Bauman, B-a-u-m-a-n? 

A. No. 

Q. ”Happy" I'feltzer, Los Angeles? 

A. No, Wait noi?, hold still, "Happy" Meltzer? 

Q. Meltzer, yes. 

i 

A. There v;as a "Happy" — could he be in the sixties or | 
seventies? I don*t kno\? the last name nor^, but I once met | 
in Chicago a fellOTv named "Happy". j 

0. Under what circumstances, do you remember? ! 

I 

A, No. It was no business deal or nothing like that, j 

Nothing V7ith unions or anything like that. But somebody, | 
California fellow, “Happy", meet "Happy". That wouldn't be 
the felloe-7 that's married to or was going with that actress's i 
mother. What's her name? Big '^uth, Raye. j 

0. Martha Raye? I 

A. Yes. j 

Q. That I don't laiow. | 

i 

A. Now, if that's the one, I might have, | 

Q. Josephy Fred or George Sica, G-i-c-a? j 

A. No, I 

0. Lou Lederer? i 

A. -No. I 

MR. HORNBECIC: Let's just take a break for a minute,- 

, (Thereupon a short recess was taken.) 
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MK, HORNBECIC: Just a couple more things, 

BY MR. H0RN3EC1C: 

0. Did you ever meet or have any relationship with 
Carlos Marcel-o, Mew Orleans? j 

4. No. I 

Q. Did you have any knowledge that Mr. Marcello and 

Hr. Hoffa were related in any way, in a business sense? i 

i 

I 

4. Not that I know of, | 

i 

Q. If they had been involved in any kind of a business | 

deal, prior to your entering Sandstone, in the early *60*s, | 

i 

would it be something that you think you v?ould have been I 

aware of? j 

I 

4. I don't think so. Kept me with the labor situation | 

j 

and any other businesses, you wouldn't be informed or Ioiot? | 
anything about, 2^ job was Central States, organizational ! 
work, wherever he would send me, but that would be pertaining ! 

to Teamsters Union work. That was it. 1 

I 

0 . Did you have much to do with the pension fund busi- • 

ness, that is, loan applications, granted or received, any of j 

I 

those negotiations? | 

4. No, not at all. j 

Q. There was a real separation? I 

4. Labor Union guys had nothing to do with that. That : 

was strictly their own body, voted by whatever, trustees or 
what-not. That had nothing to do with the Teamsters, 
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Teamsters' officials as such. 

0 . Did you loicK? or have any relationship at all with 

James Palmieri of Nev; York? j 

I 

A, Is this bade in the *40's or *30*s? I don't knenv } 

! 

the name. I left there in '40-some-odd, New York. j 

0. Did you have any knowledge of or relationship with 

Dominick Bartone of Cleveland? 

A. I met Dominick Bartone. I only met him because he 
had some meetings with Mr. Hof fa • That's all. 

Q. Can you pinpoint, roughly, when that would have beer, 
and what the subject of that particular meeting was? 

A. Years ago, had to be years ago, had to be better 
than seven, eight, nine. Let's put it that way. In Chicago. | 
VJait now. Got to be better than that. 

Q. Could it have been somewhere in the early 1960's? 

A. Before I went away, yes, sure. 

Q. All right. 

A. *59, *60, could be. 

0. O.K. There was more than one meeting? 

A, He was there a couple of times to see Jimmy. 

Q. In “relationship to what particular problem? 

A, I don't know. 

Q. Were you present at any of the meetings bet^^een 
Mr, Bartone and Mr, Hoffa? 

A. No. I was never taicen into that confidence. I 
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don*t knOT'?. Whatever business they had. 

C". Was a Mr. Tricaro with Mr..Bartone? 

A. I don*t knovj if Lou Tricaro was with his or not, 
but I knov7 Lou very \ 7 ell. It is possible that he was; it*s 
possible, I can't pinpoint it that it is so. 

0. Did you ever have any icnajledge of Mr. Hof fa and 
Mr. Bartone being involved in any deal to sell airplanes to 
Cuba? 

A., Not to ray kno^'7ledge. I haven't heard that. 

Q. Were you aware of any business interests that lir. 

Hof fa might have had in Cuba? 

A. Hof fa? 

Q. Yes, sir» 

A. No. 

0, And that kind of a question v?ould surprise you, 
is that what you're saying? 

A. Sure does. It would surprise me if he did. 

0. Mr, Hoffa never mentioned Cuba, American gambling 
interest in Cuba, to you? 

i 

A, No; no. I've been pretty close to the man. He | 
never mentioned to me anything, i 

0. Did Mr. Hoffa ever discuss with- you any investments, 
any' business interests, that he might have in Las Vegas? ! 

A. No, none whatsoever, | 

Q. Did he ever discuss with you any loan interests that; 
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the Teamsters had in Las Vegas? 

A, No, outside of reading papers. You find out things- 
in them, 

Q. I'm not asking for media information. I'm asking 
for any conversations — 

A. No. 

Q, (Continuing) — any kncn*j ledge v7hatsoever. 

A. No, I haven't, 

Q, Did you ever meet a Robert Maheu? 

A. Let's see. I got to knov; — 

I 

Q. Working for the Hughes Organizatxon? 

A. No. , , ' 

Q. Again I 'm . restricting this to the early 1960*s. 

A. No. 

Q. Did you have any relationship with any member pf 
the Hughes Organization? 

A. Not that I Itnow of. I never ran into anybody. 

Q. That question would entail either you personally 
or through Mr. Hof fa . ' 

A. No, 

0. All right. It is customary at the conclusion of 
our testimony in Washington that the committee members per- 
mit the witnesses to give any brief statements that they wish 
to, either placing their testimony in context or commenting 
on the areas of questioning that have preceded this five- 
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minute period. This is a deposition. The same rule does 
not apply. However^ it is our practice to permit the v;itness: 
if he has a particular statement or observation that he would | 

I 

like to state, that it is his percgative to so state on the j 

I 

record. So at this time, if there is anything that you | 

would like to add for the record that pertains to this in- | 

vestigation, v;e would appreciate that. j 

, ! 

A. No. The only thing I can say is the questions you 

asked me I ansv;ered them truthfully, honestly, and any date 
situations there that I don't kno^'? about, that's the only 
thing, 

Q. We indicated before, to the best of your memory, 
is all we can ask at this time. 

A, I gave everything to you straightforward, truth- 
ful . 

MR. HORNBECK: That V7ill complete the deposition. 

Thank you for your appearance. 


(Witness excused.) 
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United States of America, ) 

( 

City of Chicago, ) ss. 

( 

State of Illinois. ) 

I, James T, Balog, i-lagistrate Judge, United States 
District Court, do certify that, pursuant to notice, there 
came before me, in Room 1669, 219 South Dearborn, Chicago, 

j 

Illinois, Robert Barney Baker, v;ho v;as by me duly sworn to | 
testify the whole truth of his knoi^ledge touching the matter 
in investigation aforesaid; that he was examined and his 
examination at the time reduced to writing in Stenotypy by 
Roger ^^ay, and that such examination has been correctly 
transcribed and is fully and accurately set forth in the 55 
preceding pages; that the deposition is a true record of the 
testimony given by the witness; tliat said deposition was tak- 
en on the day, between the hours and at the place in that 
behalf aforesaid, 

I do further certify that I am not counsel, attor- 
ney, or relative of either party, or clerk or stenographer of 

1 

either party or of the attorney of either party, or othen^ise' 

f > 

interested in the event of this matter. ! 

IN WITNESS \iHEEEOF I have hereunto set my hand | 

this day of 1973. I 


Magistrate Judge 
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CERTIFICATE 


I, Roger May, do hereby certify that the proceed- 
ings set forth in the deposition of Robert Barney Baker in 
the 55 preceding pages took place on the date as first here- 
inbefore set forth, in Chicago, Illinois, and that this is 
a full and correct transcript of my Stenographic notes taken 
at said deposition. 
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iii, Joseph Campisi 

Biographical Summary 

(908) Joseph Campisi was born October 11, 1918, in Dallas, Tex. 
{^1134) He was described as 5'5", 190 pounds, with brown eyes and 
black hair. He had no military record or FBI numiter. {1136) He was 
married to Edith Marie Campisi; they had four children. {1136) 
Campisi had been residing at 4445 Ashford, Dallas, for many years. 
{1137) 

(909) Campisi’s major source of income was the Egyptian Lounge, 
a restaurant and bar located at 5610 East Mockingbird Lane, Dallas, 
which he had owned and operated with his brother, Sam, for a num- 
ber of years. Following Sam’s death in late 1970, he continued to run 
the Egyptian while negotiating its sale with Sam Campisi s widow. 
The FBI received information that in late 1973 Campisi offered to 
sell his share of the Egyptian, with the intention of building a new 
restaurant at another location in Dallas. {1138) Apparently this idea 
did not develop fully, as the committee was told in 1978 that Sam 
Campisi’s widow eventually began litigation to protect her interests, 
and the matter was settled out of court in 1978, with Campisi making 
a payment of $200,000. {1139) 

(910) Joe and Sam Campisi had been business partners for many 
years. In 1946 or 1947, they bought the Idle Hour Bar in Dallas, 
which they sold in 1957 or 1958 when they bought the Egyptian.(ii4^) 
They also operated the Par-5 Club, a private club adjoining the 
Egyptian, (ii^) 

(911) The Egyptian appeared to have been a consistent and ap- 
preciable source of income. This was indicated not only by the amount 
paid to Sam Campisi’s widow, but by Joe Campisi’s statement to the 
FBI that he and his brother each netted $42,000 from the restaurant 
in 1960, (ii^) and by the information received from a Campisi 
friend (Tony Todora) in 1967 estimating that each brother netted 
$100,000 per year from their restaurant business. {1143) 

(912) Campisi had been involved in several other business ventures. 
For a number of years, he aided the promotion in Dallas of gambling 
junkets sponsored by the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas (which 
ended in 1967 when the hotel changed ownership). (ii^) He had 
also been involved in an insurance enterprise, Joe Campisi and Asso- 
ciates, in the 1970’s, having filed for a license as a casualty insurance 
agent, (il^) There was no indication of the success of this operation 
in the materials reviewed by the committee. 

(913) Campisi may have been aided in these businesses by his 
contacts with political and law enforcement persons. A 1970 FBI 
report related an informant’s assertion that Campisi was close with 
both State judges and members of the Dallas County District’s At- 
torney’s office, (ii.^6) He allegedly had contacts within the Dallas 
Police Department. When Campisi learned that William Decker 
would be replaced as Dallas’ Sheriff, he reportedly hoped that Clar- 
ence Jones would be his replacement, as the Dallas boo^akers would 
then be able to operate without any problems. (7iJ7) 

(914) Campisi had been linked with both gambling and bookmak- 
ing activities in the Dallas area, (ii-^<5) but had never been arrested 
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for any gambling activities. In interviews, he played down such 
activities. He apparently feared that his gambling could jeopardize 
the success of the Egyptian Lounge, and the FBI files indicated 
fluctuations in Campisi’s gambling activities ov^er the years, which 
might have corresponded to these fears and similar ones which his 
brother had.(i756^) 

(915) Campisi was arrested once, on July 29, 1944, for murder. This 
incident involved the shooting of an employee of Campisi’s who 
allegedly drew a knife on him. A Dallas County grand jury believed 
Campisi’S claim of self-defense, as they refused to indict. {1151 ) 

(916) While Campisi’s technical characterization in Federal law en- 

forcement records as an organized crime member has ranged from 
definite to suspected to negative, it is clear that he was an 

associate or friend of many Dallas-based organized crime members, 
particularly Joseph Civello during the time he was the head of the 
Dallas organization. {1153) There was no indication that Campisi had 
engaged in any specific organized crime- related activities. 

Association with Ruby 

(917) Campisi stated that he had known Jack Ruby since 1947 {llBIf) 
or 1949, (7iJJ) but that the extent of their relationship was contacts 
at the Egyptian, where Ruby stopped for a steak November 21, 1963, 
{1156) at the Carousel or Vegas clubs which Ruby operated, (7757) 
or at various athletic events in the Dallas area. (775^) Campisi told 
the committee that Ruby came to his home once but did not stay very 
long.(775P) Yet, later in his FBI interview in 1963, Campisi stated in 
an apparent contradiction, that he never socialized with Ruby. (775^) 

(918) Campisi also contradicted himself in another context. On 
November 25, 1963, he told the FBI that Ruby operated his business on 
a cash basis and carried money from the club in his pocket. (7757) 
In 1978, he could not recall making such a statement and said that he 
did not know too much about Ruby’s business. (775^) On December 7, 
1963, Campisi stated that he never knew Ruby to carry large sums of 
money and was surprised that Ruby had so much cash on him when 
arrested following the Oswald shooting. (7755) 

(919) Campisi told the FBI that he had no knowledge of Ruby’s 
background or associates. (775J) Nevertheless, Ruby thought enough 
of Campisi to want to see him in jail following the shooting. On 
November 29, 1963, Campisi received a call from Decker of the Sheriffs 
office informing him of this request; on November 30, 1963, Campisi 
and his wife visited Ruby, speaking to him for approximately 10 
minutes. (7755) 

(920) Ruby did not tell Campisi why he had killed Oswald, (7755) 
and Campisi said he did not ask. (7757) Rubv did not give any indica- 
tion that he had known Oswald previously, (7755) but he did mention 
his extreme sympathy for Mrs. Kennedy and broke down while doing 
so. (775^) Campisi said that Ruby wanted to know the reaction of his 
friends and public in general to his act. (7775) 

(921) Documented associates that Ruby and Campisi had in common 
included Russell D. Matthews, Benjamin Binion, James R. Todd. John 
Grizzaifi, Ralph Paul and Tony Zoppi.(7777) Campisi attended school 
with Matthews {1172) and Campisi stated that he was a friend of Bi- 
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nion’s and Todd’s. (ii7-4) Campisi bought the Egyptian from 

Grizzaffi, (ii7J) and in 1966 Grizzaffi and Johnny Patrono tried to get 
the Campisi brothers to back them in some sort of business deal. (iiW) 
Ralph Paul, operator of the Bull-Pen Restaurant and Ruby’s closest 
friend, was characterized by Campia in an FBI interview as his part- 
ner,(ii77) This characterization is unique and is probably maturate 
{1178) as Paul’s name does not appear in any other materials involv- 
ing Campisi, and Campisi told the committee that he did not have an 
independent relationship with Paul, just knew him as a friend of 
Ruby, (ii7P) Campisi was also friendly with Abe Weinstein, one of 
Ruby’s former nightclub competitors. and Campisi was kno™ 

to have flown to Las Vegae on at least one gambling junket with Wein- 
stein, 

TreatTYient hy the Worre^ Corrmiis^mh 

(922) The only reference to Campisi by the Warren Commission was 
the inclusion of Campisi’s December 7, 1963, interview with the FBI. 
{1182) The Commission iailed to question Campisi himself. 

(923) Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions. 
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UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
oooOooo 


United States Federal Building 
U.S. Magistrate Courtroom 16-F23 
1100 Commerce Street 
Dallas , Texas 


Monday, May 22, 1978, 9:50 a.m. 


APPEARANCES: 

JOHN HORNBECK, Senior Staff Counsel 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

DONALD PURDY, Staff Counsel 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
U. S . House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 


SWORN TESTIMONY OF 


JOSEPH CAMPISI 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Whereupon , 


JOSEPH CAMPISI 

was duly sworn and testified as follows: 

EXATilNATION 


BY MR. HORNBECK: 


Ql Would you state your name for the record, 

spelling your last name, please? 

A. Joseph Campisi, C-a-m-p-i-s-i . 

Ql What is your present home address, Mr. Campisi 

A. 4445 Ashford Drive, Dallas, Texas. 

Ql And your present occupation is what, sir? 

A The restaurant business. 

Q. What is the name of your restaurant? 

A The Egyptian Restaurant, Inc. 

Ql And how long have you been associated with 

that particular business? 

A At that location^ 28 years . 

Q. Mr. Campisi, before we begin questioning in 

today's deposition, lef me put on the record that, one, you 
have been sworn here today, and 'the deposition that we are 
taking is one that requires the swearing of the witness and 
is taken under oath. 

Do you understand that, sir? 

A Yes, sir. 
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Q. In addition to that, the court reporter is 

transcribing what we say today, and this transcription will 
then be certified by the court reporter as an accurate 
representation of the discussions had today. 

Do you also understand that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Prior to today, have you received a copy of 

the Committee Rules for the Select Committee on Assassinations, 
including the resolution of the House of Representatives 
establishing that committee? 

A. Yes, sir. 

0. Do you have any questions whatsoever with 

regard to the rules of the committee or with regard to the 
proceedings here today? 

A. Well, as far as rules I don’t understand it, 

you know. All I’m here to do is answer the questions you ask 
me . 

0. Is your appearance here today to take this 

deposition free and voluntary on your part? 

A- Yes, sir. 

Qi You have been informed that if you desired 

to have counsel you could have one present? 

A- Yes, sir. 

Qi And I take it at this time your election is to 

proceed voluntarily without the assistance of counsel; is that 
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correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Qi Do you have any questions whatsoever with 

regard to the proceedings today, our function, the scope of 
the inquiry, any questions that pertain to any of those 
subjects prior to our beginning? 

A. Now, I don't understand that. You're asking 

me about, you know, what questions you are going to ask me or 
— I don't -- 

Qi Do you have any questions about the 

proceedings today, that is, the taking of your statement under 
oath, what your rights and obligations are as a witness? Do 
you have any questions about those matters? 

A. I don't even know how to answer it. 

Q. Well, let me just explain some of the rules 

that pertain to the taking of a deposition. 

First of all, the deposition is voluntarily 
given, as we have explained. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Secondly, you could have counsel present to 

assist you during the questioning. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Third, you have the right to refuse to answer 

any question on the grounds of self-incrimination. 


Do you understand that? 
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A. V e s . 

Q, And, fourth, that all questions and answers 

that are given today are taken under oath which means they 
must be truthful to the best of your memory so that there 
would not be the criminal problem of perjury for any statement 
that is given willfully and untruthfully. 

Do you understand that? 

A. Yes , I understand that . 

Ql With those rights being explained to you, 

are there any other questions that you -- 

A. You asked me if I didn't want to answer a 

question, right, then I could refuse to answer that question? 

Ql That ' s correct , sir . 

A. Well, I don't know what questions you are 

going to ask me. 

Ql The questions will relate to — 

A. Excuse me. 

QL Sure. 

A. Is everything going to be about my association 

with Jack Ruby? Are they going to be asked about people 
that I know, names and stuff like this here? 

Are you going to ask me about, well, do I 
know John Brown, and I know John Brown, do I have to answer 
that I know John Brown? 

Q. Sir, you do not have to answer any question 
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that you do not want to answer. 

We would hope that we would be able to have 
a cooperative session, as you have indicated before, and if 
you understand your rights in that regard then we can proceed 
on a question to question basis and if we have an area in 
which there has to be some further discussion, then we can 
adjourn the proceedings and attempt to reach whatever accord 
that we can. 

A. Okay. 

Qi Let me begin by discussing the area of your 

association and knowledge with Jack Ruby. 

And first of all, Mr. Campisi, when did you 
first meet Jack Ruby? 

A In 1947. 

Ql Did you meet him here in Dallas? 

A Yes, sir. 

Ql Could I ask you under what circumstances you 

have met Mr. Ruby? 

A I had a little bar at Main and St. Paul, and 

one day a fellow by the name of Milton Joseph brought Jack 
Ruby to my place of business and introduced me to Jack Ruby. 

Ql Mr. Joseph* s business or occupation was what 

at that time? 

A He was a jewelry salesman. 

Ql And you had known him for some period of time? 
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A. Ve s . 

Q- Was he from Dallas or from Chicago? 

A. Originally from Chicago. 

Q. Was it explained to you during the first 

meeting how Mr. Joseph came to introduce you to Mr. Ruby and 
how he knew Mr. Ruby? 

A. He said they were friends in Chicago. 

Q. Did he indicate that they had grown up 

together? 

A. Real good friends. I don't remember them 

saying grown up together, but they knew one another real well. 

Q. All right. Could you tell us what was 

discussed during this first meeting with Mr. Ruby? 

A, He just introduced me to him at that time. I 

don’t know whether -- he had opened the Silver Spur, a 
hillbilly-type joint on Ervay street, and that was all of it 
right there . 

Q. Did Jack Ruby indicate to you why he had left 

Chicago and moved to Dallas? 

A. No. 

Ql Did he ever discuss with you his life in 

Chicago . 

A. No. 

0 Did he ever discuss with you the fact that he 

had been in a union in Chicago prior to coming to Dallas? 
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A, No . 

Q. Jack Ruby had a sister in Dallas by the name 

of Eva Grant? 


A. Yes . 

Ql Did you know Mrs. Grant? 

A. I had met her after they had the place, the 

Las Vegas Club, and probably seen her two or three times in 
all of the times after I met her. 

Ql I take it you met Jack Ruby before you met 

Eva Grant; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Ql When you first met Jack Ruby did he discuss 

with you the fact that he was also interested in going into a 
club business? 


A, Well, he was already in the club business 

when I met him, the Silver Spur. 

Ql Did he ask you for any advice? 

A. No. 

QL Or any assistance? 

A. No. 

Q. What kind of acts, entertainment, did Jack 

Ruby have during the first club, the Silver Spur? 

A. It was a hillbilly place. I might have been 

in it one time. I think I was there one time. I don't 
remember. One time. 


44-105 0 - 79-23 
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Q. You say hillbilly. Did they have bands, live 

entertainment? 

A. I think so. Hillbilly in type. It v/as a 

rough part of town. 

Q. Apparently Mr. Ruby was also involved in a 

club. Bob Wills Ranch House with a fellow by the name of 
Hyman Fader. 

Does that particular club or the name of Hyman 
Fader sound familiar to you? 

A. I think that — I don’t know. I knew that 

Hy Fader had the Longhorn Club where he booked big named 
bands in there. 


recall . 


Now whether Jack Ruby was part of it, I don't 


0. You never had any discussions with Mr. Fader 

or Mr. Ruby regarding their business partnership? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever hear from any source that Jack 

Ruby had taken some money from Mr. Fader in some business 
practice? 

A. I don ' t recall . 

Q. Do you remember hearing any discussion of any 

kind of animosity between those two individuals? 

A. They might have had some misunderstanding 

through business dealings. I really don't know. You know, 



it's been so long back, you know. 


0- Is there something that strikes your memory 

from that question that there may have been some ill-feeling 
between the two men? 

A. There might have been some little jealousy 

afterwards, yes. 

0- You indicated that you first met Jack Ruby 

in 1947 when he moved from Chicago . 

Did he ever discuss with you people that he 
knew in Chicago, drop names with you of people that he knew 
in Chicago, anything like that? 

A. No, not that I recall. He might have done it 

but I don't recall it. 

0- I guess the question gets to the kind of 

individual that Mr. Ruby was in some areas, and there have 
been allegations that Jack Ruby would discuss his Chicago 
days with people at his club and he would discuss famous names 
of people that he knew in Chicago with patrons and friends. 

I was wondering if that had occurred with you. 

A. I don't remember. I really don't. 

Q. From the period of 1947 , continuing on through 

the end of 1963, did you continue to know Jack Ruby and to 
speak with Jack Ruby? 

k. Yes. 

0. Could you tell us the nature of the contacts 
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that you had with him? 

A. I would After he had opened the Las Vegas 

Club, I had been over maybe two or three times, and on Friday 
nights he had amateur hours, and I worked on Friday nights and 
I always told Jack I couldn't come over. 

He said, you know, it was a late show, and so 
one night we went over, my wife and sisters and sister-in-law. 
They all used to go over there and have a good time because 
he was funny, and I enjoyed him because he was a little dizzy. 

Q. When you say he was funny, did he act as the 

Master of Ceremonies in his club? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And put on some kind of an act that way? 

A. Yes. If someone got out of line he would go 

over there and take care of it himself. 

Q. There have been some statements that Jack Ruby 

was quick to stem any kind of trouble in his club. 

A. Right. 

Q. Did you personally witness some of those kinds 

of incidents? 

A. Two of them. 

Q. Could you describe them for us? 

A. The night we went over to see the amateur 

hour, we come in the front door and we sat right at the front 
table, and there was a boy by the name of Frankie Totorella 
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and a boy by the name of 

THE REPORTER: Frankie who, sir? Could you 

spell the last name? 

THE WITNESS: Totorella. 

THE REPORTER: Do you know how to spell that? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. HORNBECK: T-o-t-o-r-e-l-l-a . 

BY MR. HORNBECK: 

Q, Is that correct? 

A. Yeah. And a boy by the name pf J. C, Adams 

who is deceased now. 

And we sat there, and they were friends of 
Jack and so he come over and he says, "I am giving an after- 
hour party, selling tickets for $5.00." 

And I was sitting like here (indicating) , and 
Frankie is sitting here (indicating) and J. C. was sitting 
where you are sitting (indicating) , 

Q. All right. Because we have a record and 

because the record does not display the pictures of what you 
said, let me state that you have indicated that Frankie was 
sitting next to you? 

A Yes. 

Qi And J. C. was sitting next to Frankie? 

A No. Across the table. 

Q. Across the table? 
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A. Yeah. 

0- And who was sitting next to Frankie on your 

extreme left? 

A- I was sitting at the first chair (indicating) . 

Q. On the left? 

A. And Frankie was in the middle and J, C. was 

sitting on the side. 

So Jack comes over and says, ”I am selling 
tickets for an after-hour party for one of the girls who is 
pregnant," or something, "and they are $5-00." 

We were cutting up with him. We didn't want 
to buy them. I bought one for five and Frankie bought one 
for five and J. C. bought one, and so he is out doing the 
show and some fellow walks by and he is inebriated and he 
made some remark about he didn't like Dallas because he had 
got a DWI . 

So J. C. says, "Well, sit down here, partner, 
and let's talk about it," because I knew they were going to 
kid this drunk now. 

So, for some reason, they put some tickets in 
this drunk man’s pocket. So Jack gets through with his show 
and he comes over and he says, "Where are the tickets," and we 
says, "Well, here is the money, $15.00." 

Frankie says, "Well, I don't have the tickets." 
I says, "Jack, I don't have the tickets," and J. C. says, "I 
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don't have the tickets." 

He says, "Maybe this guy has the tickets." 

So Jack grabs this guy and takes him in the 
little closet where he puts clothes, and he finds the tickets 
in this guy's pocket, and he started beating this man. He hit 
the guy a couple or three times, and threw him out of his 
place of business. 

Q. He hit him with his fists? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In the face or on the body? 

A, He j ust hit him . I couldn ' t see him, but I 

knew he was fighting him back there. 

And that was all of that, so I says, "It is 
time for me to leave," and I left. 

Ql Could you tell us approximately when this 

incident took place? 

A. No, I can't. I don't even know what year it 

was . 

Ql Could it have been in 1963 or earlier than 

that? 

A. I can't recall the year or the date. 

Ql Do you remember, though, it was at the Carousel 

Club? 

A. No, no it wasn't. This was at the Las Vegas 


Club . 
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Then another incident, we had gone to the 
Carousel Club one night, and of all the times he had that I 
was probably in his club four times, and we would go, a party 
of people would just go by, and Jack would always say, "Won't 
you come by," and we would go by and sit there. 

So we were sitting there, and he had this girl 
Jada doing the show, and the M. C. was a guy who liked to 
heckle and would say different things to make the public and 
the audience mad to where they would talk back to him. 

So I would say, "V/ell, Jack, we are going to 
leave. We can't enjoy the show because that boy over there is 
hollering and going on and we can't hear the M. C." 

So he would get up and go over there and tell 
the guy, "Now, you have got to be quiet, now." So the kid 
would be quiet and Jack would come back over there and say, 

"Is that class?" I would say, "That is class. That is the 
way to run a joint." 

So we would sit there about 20 minutes more 
and then say, "We are going to leave." He would say, "Why are 
you going to leave?" 

I would say, "Well, that guy." 

He would say, "Well, I will go over there and 
handle it," and he would walk over there, and, just, booml 
( Demonstrating . ) 


0 . 


He would just punch him? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. No warning? 

A. No warning. Just punch him. 

So, one night -- it must have been 1:C0, and 
Frankie Totorella came by and said, "Let's go up and see Jack. 
And we go up and he has got two dogs up there and he says, 

"I love these dogs." I said, "Jack", I said, "v/hat would you 
do, Jack, if the dogs one morning wake up and say, 'Jack, we 
love you,' and he laughed about it. 

So we are standing there in the entryway. You 
had to go up the stairs to get to his place. 

Q. When you say his place, are you talking the — 

A. The Carousel Club. 

So, we looked up and here is a fellow coming 
up the stairs and he has got a bottle, a fifth of bourbon 
that he is carrying in his arms, and at that time there was 
a 12:00 curfew and you couldn't drink. 

So Jack come up and says, "Can I help you?" 

He says, "Yeah, I want to see the show." Jack said, "Well, 
it's $2.00." 

I said, "Jack, why don't you match him double 
or nothing and see if it costs him tvo or four to get in?" 

Jack says , "Must I do that?" 

I said, "Yes, go ahead and match him." 

The guy is drunk, and so Jack the guy says. 
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"Yeah, I will match you double or nothing." And so the guy 
loses, and so he gives Jack the $4.00 and this guy takes the 
bottle and goes to drink it. 

And when he did, Jack grabs the bottle and 
tells him he can't drink it there, and gave him $2.00 back, and 
I said, "Mo, Jack, you have got to give him four." 

i 

He says, "No, he has been in," and, boom, boom, I 
all of the way down the stairs, the bottom flight of the 
stairs . 

The guy gets up and says, "I will see you," 
and just goes on about his business. 

We stayed there about 20 minutes and we left. 

Q. Both of those incidents, the individual who 

Jack Ruby hit was apparently first unaware that he was going 
to be hit, and, second, apparently not in a position to defend 
himself; would that be true? 

A. It didn't make no difference what physical 

condition. He would jump on anybody. 

We used to tell him, "Jack, you are going to 
get a knife stuck in your stomach." 

He would go on the outside and fight young 
boys many a time. 

Q. Would they challenge him? 

A. Sure, they would. He would fight him. 

Q, I take it if someone is going to be in the 


V, 44-1C5 625 
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club business and be involved in acting as his own bouncer 
that at some point he is going to come in contact with the 
police department. 

What was Jack Ruby's relationship with the 
police department , as far as you know? 

A. They all knew Jack. He had a lot of friends. 

Qi Were there many officers from the Dallas 

Police Department who were regular patrons of the Carousel? 

A. I saw, you know, a few of them, at times I 

would be in the Carousel, would be up there after hours, you 
know, watching the show. 

The vice squad, you know. 

Q. Approximately how many times would you say you 

had been to the Carousel? 

A, Maybe four or five or six times. 

Q. Usually with another group of individuals? 

A. It would be a party of five or a party of six. 

We would be out somewhere else like, go to a hotel to see a 
show or something, and go by there after hours just to catch 
the show. 

Q. In 1963, there were some allegations that Jack 

Ruby was having some problems with the union that hired acts, 
the strippers and musicians, and I wondered if he had ever 
discussed that particular union problem with you? 


A. 


No. 
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Q. Have you ever heard that he had a problem 

with the union? 

A. No. 

Q. There is an indication that Jack Ruby was very 

interested in sporting events, football games and boxing 
matches in Dallas. 

A. I saw Jack Ruby one time at a football game, 

and at the times of fights he would be there. He enjoyed 
being at the fights. 

Q. What would he do at the fights? 

A. Go around and shaking peoples' hands and 

meeting everybody. 

Q. Can you recall what football game it was you 

saw him at? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Was it some major event as opposed to -- 

A. A Cowboy game at the Cotton Bowl. 

Q. You indicated that you had seen him once with 

the two dogs. 

Were these dachshund dogs? 

A. Well, I really don't know what type of dogs. 

He always kept them up at the club. He kept them back in the 
back . 

At the time, I think the two dogs came out — 
he had brought them out or something, and he said that he 
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loved the dogs, and I made the remark, "Well, Jack, what if 
those dogs ever said, ’Jack, we love you,’ what would you do?" 

And he just laughed about it. You know, he 
thought it was funny. 

Q. He appeared to have a great affection for 

those animals ; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Jack Ruby had the kind of business in which 

a lot of women were entertainers and spectators and everything. 

What was his reputation with women as far as 

you were aware? 

A. Well — 

0. Was he considered a ladies' man or -- 

A. No. He wasn't, no. He had one girlfriend, a 

little red-headed girl, that he had gone with for a long time, 
you know, and that's — As far as me ever seeing him with 
any other girl, I never did. I would always see him with a 
red-headed girl, but I mean as far as ly.s, personal love 
affairs, I don't anything about them. 

Ql When he was arrested after the shooting of 

Lee Harvey Oswald, Jack had approximately a couple of thousand 
dollars in cash in his pocket, and at one point there was an 
interview of you by the FBI and you indicated that Jack Ruby, 
"operated out of his hip pocket" . 


What did you mean by that? 
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A. Well, I guess, he had paid, like everything 

he bought he probably paid cash for it, you know. 

Now, I don't really recall how that came 
about me saying about him operating out his hip pocket. 

Of course, they say that I said that, you 
know, and I don't recall ever saying that, because I didn't 
know too much about his business and this type of stuff here, 
just like I know that, you know, he collected $2.00 at the 
door, and how he had paid his entertainers, you know. I 
wasn't that close to him to know how he ran his business. 

At one time I said to him, I says, "It’s a 
shame you have to stay open late hours to make a buck." 

I made that statement to him at one time. 

0. When you say "late hours", you indicate just 

within the regular hours set for the club or do you mean he 
had some after-hour parties? 

A. Well, I mean like the Carousel Club. It was 

more a late hour busijress, and then the Las Vegas Club he kept 
it open until, I think, 2:00. But it wasn't no drinking-type 
stuff, you know. Just show time, and people went to dance and 
stuff . 

Ql What was the Carousel Club's reputation in 

terms of how well it was run, how honestly it was run, whether 
betting went on there, prostitution went on there, any of those 


kinds of vice-associated activities? 
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A, Well, as far as betting, I don't know anything 

about betting going on there. 

I know that the talk was that maybe some of 
the strippers there were prostitutes, and by word of mouth I 
heard the Vice would recognize a girl or something and they 
would have Jack to fire her, you know. 

But I mean as far as any activity of gambling, 
I never knew of Jack Ruby to gamble. 

Ql You never knew of him to play cards? 

A. No. 

Q. There was a matter that we had discussed 

prior to the deposition in which there was a newspaper of a 
reporter indicating that Jack Ruby and you had played on a 
regular basis. 

A. Never. Never. Jack Ruby was at my home one 

time, and he had called Johnny Ross and Brau, guys that were 
friends of his, and they was over and I was barbecuing steaks 
in the backyard, and I says, "Jack, why don't you come over; 
we are doing steaks." 

He says, "I will be right over." 

He comes over, and we were on the patio. He 
eats his steak and he says, "I have got to go , I have got to 
go to work," and, boom, he is gone, but the man has never 
been in my home to play cards. 

That one time, all of the time I knew Jack 
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Ruby, was the first time he had ever been to my home. 

Q. What about at any other location, did Jack 

Ruby ever play cards with you in any game in which you were a 
player or a spectator? 

A. Jack Ruby has never played with me, and I 

have never seen Jack Ruby play cards. 

Q. With regard to the prostitution aspect of the 

club your knowledge is, comes as a result of rumor. 

Any personal conversations with any member 
of the vice squad, anyone that worked with Jack Ruby, that 
would indicate he had prostitutes working at his club? 

A. No. From hearsay, you know, people would say 

that the vice aquad , and I think the vice squad helped Jack 
a lot. They would see a girl that was a dancer, and she was 
probably a known prostitute and they would tell Jack and Jack 
would get rid of her. 

Now, this is things I heard, 

0. How did Jack Ruby's club, the Carousel, 

compare with some of the other clubs that were operating the 
same kind of entertainment? 

Was his considered one of the better -- 

A, No. 

Ql -- strip joints? 

A, No . No . 

Q. How would you put the reputation of the 
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strip joints at that time in terms of clubs that were the 
classier clubs? 

A. Well, I mean, I wouldn't call a strip joint a 

classy club, and he didn't get the best clientele, you know. 

Q. Who had the best entertainment of the strip 

joint clubs in, roughly, that period of time? 

A, I think probably the Colony Club. 

0- That’s Abe Weinstein? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there any ill-feeling between Abe Weinstein 

and Jack Ruby, as far as you knew? 

A. Oh, I think at one time they were trying — 

said something about Jack Ruby was trying to hire one of his 

girls, or something like this here, and them being neighbors 
I think Jack might have had a little jealousy of Abe, this 
type of stuff here, you know. 

0. That’s the only'^incident you can remember? 

A. That’s the only thing. I think that the 

reason Jack went longer hours was to try to get the overflow 
from Abe's club, you know. Competition- type business, you 
know . 

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever make a comment to you to 

the effect that he was either jealous of the Colony Club or 

wished he had a club like that, or a remark similar to that? 

A. I think he was a little jealous of the club. 


n c n, 


n n 
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you know. 

Q. You also knew Abe Weinstein; is that correct? 

A. For years. 

Q. Was he a social friend? 

A. Of Ruby ' s? 

Q. Of yours and Jack's? 

A. Oh, no. Well, I patronized his place of 

business for years. We were good friends. He has been to 
my restaurant, and I know all of his kids and everything. 

We were friends, but we never, business-wise 
or this type of stuff here. 

It was just going out and enjoying his place 
back in the '30s. Of course, when it became striptease, then 
that wasn’t my cup of tea. 

Q. We have discussed the allegation of Jack Ruby 

playing cards. 

To your knowledge did Jack Ruby ever act as 
a bookie, act as a runner or bet himself in any sports events? 

A. Not to my knowledge, no. 

Ql You have no personal knowledge to that effect 

nor have you ever heard any rumors to the effect that Jack 
was involved in sports betting in any kind of way? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, on the Thursday night before the 

assassination of President Kennedy, Jack Ruby had dinner at 
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the Egyptian? 

A. That's what they say there. I didn't work 

that Saturday night. My brother worked that night. Whether 
Jack was there that Thursday night, I don't know. 

Q. There was a statement taken from your brother 

indicating that along about 9:45, 10:00, Jack Ruby and Ralph 
Paul came in and had a steak at the restaurant. 

A. Could have been. I don't recall. I don't 

even know whether he even took a -- did they say they took a 
deposition from my brother Sam? 

Ql There is a report from the FBI which purports 

to be a conversation with your brother, yes, sir. 

A. I really don’t know. I read that where they 

said that he was there that Thursday night, but it wasn't no 
big discussion about it or anything, you know. I don’t recall. 
But I saw that. 


Sam? 


Now, you are telling me that they talked to 


Ql Yes, sir, on the 11th of January, 1964, they 

had an interview with Sam Campisi, and that interview indicates 
that your brother stated, and this is in quotes, as best he 
recalls Ruby and Paul arrived at the restaurant between 9:45 
and 10:00 p.m. , had dinner there, staying some 45 minutes. 

A. Uh-huh . Could have been. 

Ql Did you ever discuss with your brother at that 
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period of tir.e whether or not Jack Ruby and Ralph Paul had 
been in the restaurant the nicht before? 


A. xNo . 


Q. He never brought that to ycut attention? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. None of the employees at the restaurant ever 

brought that to your attention? 

A. No. They could have, you know, but I don't 

recall, I don't recall. 

Q. New, a fev; days after Jack Ruby shot Lee 

Harvey Osw^ald you paid him a visit in jail. 

I wonder if you could tell us how^ it came 
about that you v;ent to see Jack Ruby in jail? 

A. Bill Decker who was sheriff at that time had 

called me and said, "Joe, Jack Ruby has said he would like to 
see some of his best friends, closest friends." 

He said, "He has your name on a list, you 
and Marie," who is my wife. 

He says, "Would you like to come up and talk 


to him? 


I said, "Yeah, I would like to go up and visit 


the guy," 

Q. Excuse me. Sheriff Decker told you that both 

your name and your wife's name was on that list? 

A. Yes. 
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list? 


0 . 


Did he mention your brother's name was on that 


whether 


A. No. No. So we went up and, I don't know 

it was on a Sunday or what day it was we went up. 

Q. When you say "we" , did your wife accompany 


you? 


A. Yes. And so we go up and he is in a little 

cell, and there is a deputy sitting in the cell with him, so 
we stand there and walk up and say, "Hi, Jack." He says, "Hi, 
Joe. Hi, Marie. What are the people saying about me?" 

I said, "They are not saying nothing about 


you. 


Now, I don't know whether he had said to me, 
but something about, he said, "Jev;s have got I think he 

said something about, "Well, Jews have got class. Nobody but 
me could do it," something like this. And so we talked, and 
I asked him how he felt, you know. He had just wanted to 
know how the people on the street, his friends, thought about 
what he did. 


I said, "They don't think nothing," you know. 
And just before we left he said to me, he said, "Joe, you 
tell that damn Milton Joseph he is still barred out of my 
club." We thought that was funny. 

Q. This was the original fellow who introduced 


you to Jack? 
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A. That's right. So we left. Do you want -- I 

am going to tell you what happened. Okay. 

So we knew that he and Milton Joseph had 
busted over jealousy or whatever. Now, what he had get mad 
with Milton about, I don't know. Whether it was over him 
selling jewelry to one of the gals or this type of thing, 
overcharging, I don't know. But during the court thing when 
he was being tried I saw Milton Joseph and I said, "Milton," 

I said, "let me take you down to the courthouse ^nd I 
says, "It will be the biggest mistrial they will have down 
there when you walk in the courthouse because Ruby is going 
to jump up and jump on you." 

Milton says, "Oh, I am not going down there," 
this type of thing and that's about all. 

Q. When you indicated that Jack Ruby and Milton 

Joseph had broken up, are you indicatng just their friendship 
had broken up or they had some business together or they — 

A. No . No . Their friendship . 

I was told — Jack Ruby had told me at one 
time that when he had first met me that he thought a little 
big shot and he didn't like me. He had told me this later on 
in life, and I thought that was real funny. Then I knew that 
he and Milton, because Milton was -- knowing Milton Joseph, 
nobody liked Milton Joseph. He was — I don't know whether 
you would say -- well, he was -- nobody liked him. 
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I mean, he wanted to be in the limelight, and 
he knew everybody, knew all of the movie stars and this type 
of stuff here, you know, and he always had a pretty gal. 

Maybe he had just met her, v;hether he went with her or not, 
but he wanted to be the show. 

Now, whether this was the reason he and Ruby 
broke up, I don't know. But I knew that they disliked one 
another after that, because everybody was teasing Jack about 
Milton jilting him, you know, and Jack would just get mad 
about it. 


him. 


This was a funny bit to the people that knew 


Q, IJould this have been like in the '50s or '60s 
How long had their animosity been going on; coud you estimate 
that? 


A. Oh, it might have started for about a month 

or so — I think it was in the '50s. 

Ql Now, again, going back to the FBI report, 

there is an indication of an interview with you on December 
7th of 1963 following your conversation with Jack Ruby in 
jail . 

One thing I noticed in the interview is that 
there is no mention that your wife was present with you at 
the jail. 

Do you recall whether or not the FBI agents 
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asked you who had accompanied you or whether you told them 

A. I think I told them tnat me and my wife went 

there. I didn't have nothing to hide. 

0- Again, I am going to ask you about a couple 

of comments that are reflected on this interview sheet, and 
ask you first of all, whether or not you made that particular 
statement concerning your conversation with Jack Ruby and then 
whether or not you recall that statement and whether or not 
there was anymore said that now, perhaps, refreshes your 
memory . 

The first statement, you indicated, and I 
will quote, that Ruby told you that he had received a lot of 
mail, and commented that all of the girls love me. 

First of all, did you make that statement to 
the FBI, or do you remember making that statement? 

A. I don't remember it. Really, I don't. 

Q. Do you remember now as we are having our 

discussion whether or not Jack Ruby made some kind of a comment 
about receiving a lot of mail and that all of the girls loved 
him? 

A. I don't really what all the conversation was 

about, you know, at that time. It was so fast, you know. 

Q, You do recall that Jack Ruby was concerned 

about what his friends w'ere saying about on the street? 

A. ^es. 
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Q. Did he indicate to you the reason that he 

wanted to see you and your wife was to get some reading from 
various friends of his on the street as to how the situation 
was? 

A. I don't know. He indicated that he wanted to 

ask Mr. Decker that he have some his people, you know, that 
he was close to, to visit him. 

Now whoever else visited him, I don't know. 

Q. There was also the statement in the FBI 

interview of December 7th, 1963 that Ruby asked you if his 
friends were mad at him and asked you your opinion of the 
lawyer he had retained. 

Do recall anything like that? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. The first attorney who represented Jack Ruby 

was Tom Howard. 

Did you know Tom Howard? 

A. I knew Tom Howard, yes. 

0. What kind of a lawyer was Mr. Howard in terms 

of his practice specialty? 

A. Well, I think at the tine he was a pretty 

good criminal lawyer at that tine. 

Ql Did you ever discuss with Mr. Howard how he 

came to represent Jack Ruby, any information about their legal 
relationship? 


* r\ 
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A. No . 

Q. I take it Mr. Howard has never represented yo 

in any matter that you were concerned with? 

A. I have never had a lawyer to represent me up 

until about four years ago in a lawsuit that I was in. That 
was the first money I ever spent on lawyers. 

Q. You are a lucky man. 

There is also an indication that during the 
time that you were talking to Jack Ruby he broke down and 
cried . 

A. I think he did cry a little bit, yes. 

Q. Before we go into the comment that occasioned 

the crying, was crying something that would have surprised 
you about Jack Ruby, or was he an emotional type of person 
so that you would not be surprised? 

A. I would, you know, think that he was feeling 

sorry for himself, you know. 

Q. Well, my question goes to what kind of an 

emotional • state Jack Ruby was capable of reaching. 

For instance, you have indicated in his club 
that he apparently had a very quick temper. 

A- Uh-huh. 

Q. With regard to either laughing or crying was 

he fairly quick to change moods? 

A. He was quick to hit somebody, you know. I had 
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never seen him cry. That was the first time, you know, that 
we saw him cry. 

Now, whether he was crying there because we 
were there, you know, and he considered us his friends, and 
my respect and my wife, you know. 

He felt sorry for himself, you know. 

Q. Do you know whether or not Jack Ruby had 

visits from any other friends before you and your wife were 
able to go there? 

A. No, I don’t. 

Q. He didn't mention any other people, any 

mutual acquaintances of yours coming in to see him? 

A. No . 

Q. Again, relating the particular crying 

incident to a comment, according to the FBI statement, the 
quote that you ascribe to Jack Ruby is, "Here I am fighting 
for my life and feeling sorry for myself when I really feel 
sorry for Mrs. Kennedy and the kids." 

A. Yes, I think he did say that. 

Q. You have a definite memory now here of that 

particular comment? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he elaborate on that at all, any other 

information that you can recall that he might have stated in 
relation to that particular comment? 
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A. 

part of it. 
to us . 


I think that is about all he said on that 


I do remenber him saying something like that 


Q. Did he mention President Kennedy at all or 

was the comment just about Mrs. Kennedy and the kids? 

A. Just like what you have said about, you know, 

Mrs. Kennedy and the kids. 

Of course, you know, he was more excited at 
that time. I didn’t know what he was going to say, you know. 
He was emotional, and then he started crying. 

Q. At any time before this interview with Jack 

Ruby in jail did you and Jack ever discuss President Kennedy 
and how he felt or you felt one way or the other? 

A. No . 

Q. He had never mentioned this to you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How would you characterize Jack Ruby in 

terms of whether or not he was extremely patriotic or 

extremely interested in politics, whether he cared at all or 
did not care, any indication to you over the years you knew 
him as to how he felt about politics at all? 

A. No, sir. No, sir. I never discussed anything 


like that with him. 


0 . 


Did you ever discuss politics or 


or 
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anything like that? 

A. No, sir. 

0. There is also a statement, again contributed 

to your conversation with Jack Ruby on December the 7th, in 
which the statement is alleged that you said that Jack told 
you that somebody had to kill Oswald. 

Was there some statement like that? 

A. He might have made a statement about -- I 

don't know whether he said -- he said, "Well, nobody but me 
could do it," something like that. Something like that, you 
know. 

I don't remember the words it was, you know, 
and he might have said to me, "Nobody but Jack Ruby could do 
it," or something like that, you know. 

0. He didn't put that in any kind of a context? 

A. No. 

Q. You had mentioned, I think, in previous 

testimony that Jack Ruby had said something about either Jews 
have guts or something to that effect, and that "No one but 
me could do it." 

A. Jews have class or something like that. 

0. Class? 

A. Yes. 

0. Do you think those two statements could have 

been together or do you 
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A. I really don ' t recall , no . 

Q. The last sentence in this particular 

interview is the statement attributed to you in which the FBI 
said that you stated your last contact with Ruby was on 
Thursday night before Thanksgiving when Ruby came to the 
Egyptian restaurant for a steak. 

A. 1 don't remember. You know, 1 just don't 

recall that far back whether he was there that night. 

Q. I thought you had mentioned something before 

that you perhaps had not worked that particular evening. 

A. Thursday night, no. I worked Mondays — no. 

I worked Tuesdays and VJednesdays. 1 worked Friday nights. 1 
think Sam worked Thursday nights. 

In fact, 1 am still doing the same thing I 
have been doing for 28 years, but during that conversation 
about him that he was there, I don’t recall whether he was 
there. If he had been there, I think that we would have 
talked about it, and 1 don't even recall talking about it. 

1 was surprised when 1 saw that. 1 just don't remember. 

0. Did Jack Ruby ask you or your wife to come 

back and visit him again? 

A. 1 don't recall him asking me that. 

Q. Did you or your wife come back and see Jack 

again after that first time? 

A. No, we didn't, because the FBI, after that 
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then the FBI was there, and I think maybe — I don't know what 
day they came back and asked me about had I been up there, and 
I said, "Yeah.” 

Ql During Jack Ruby's trial, did you ever attend 

any portion of his trial? 

A. I think one day I stood back in the back, just 

one day. Not too long. Just in there, and then I left. 

Q. Was there any indication from people that you 

knew about how Jack Ruby's trial was going or what the status 
of that trial was going to be, the outcome of that trial was 
going to be? 

A. I don't recall. 

Ql There was another individual that apparently 

Jack Ruby requested to see by the name Prestridge. 

Did you know Marvin Ralph Prestridge? 

A. Now, there is a Marvin -- I knew another kid 

named Ralph Presley. Now, whether his first name is Marvin, 
all I knew him by was Ralph Presley. 

Ql I am talking about a Prestridge, 

p-r-e-s-t-r-i-d-g-e . 

A, It could be the same party, yeah. 

Q. How did you know this Ralph Prestridge? 

A. How did I know him? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. I finally met him at the restaurant, and I 
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think at that time he was supposed to have been Loyce Green's 
nephew. 

Q. So approximately when would it have been that 

you met him? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. And how long did you know the man, how many 

years? 

A. From the time I met him. I know him now, you 


know . 


Q. Do you have any indication whether or not he 

and Jack Ruby knew each other, were associated in any kind of 
a business way? 

A. No, sir. 

0. Were you and Ralph Prestridge ever associated 

in any kind of business way? 

A. No, sir. 

Q, Did you ever contribute any money to Jack 


Ruby's defense? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. In 1959 Jack Ruby apparently made a trip to 

Cuba . 


Did you have any knowledge of his going to 


Cuba? 


A. I had heard he had gone to Cuba. 

Q. Can you tell us how it was you heard that 
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information? 

i 

A. I think at that time a fellow by the nameof 

McWillie was working over there, and a boy by the name of 
R. D. Matthews , and Jack Ruby went over to -- I don * t know 
whether McWillie invited him to go over there, you know, but 
I knew he had been over there. 

0- Who did you get the information from that 

Jack Ruby went to Cuba? 

A. Just street talk . 

Q. Did you know Mr. McV^illie before he went to 

Cuba? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And how did you know him? 

A. He was in the gambling business. 

Q. How about Mr. Matthews, how did you know him? 

A. I went to school with him. 

0. Was he also in the gambling business? 

A. Yes, sir. 

0. How long had Mr. McWillie and Mr. Matthews 

been in Cuba; do you recall? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. V7hen Jack Ruby returned from that particular 

visit did you have any conversation with him about what kind 
of time he had, who he saw there? 

A. No, sir. 


44-105 0-79-25 



378 


0. Did you ever discuss with him or with 

anyone of the fact of his visit to Cuba? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know an individual by the name of 

Tony Zoppi? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you known Mr. Zoppi and in what 

context have you know him? 

A. I knew him when he was with the Morning News, 

and he did one of the night scene things. He gave us quite 
a few write-ups in the paper, you know. 

He used to come to the place with his wife 
and his kids to eat and everything, and then he went to Vegas 
and v/ent to work for the Riviera. 

Q. Did you ever discuss Jack Ruby with Tony 

Zoppi? 

A. Yeah, we talked about he is crazy, and he 

said, "Yeah, Jack is crazy," and we would laugh about it, 
you know. 

Q. Was this a discussion or series of discussions 

in Dallas -- 

A. No. 

Q. -- or was this after he went to Las Vegas? 

A. No. Something cone up about Jack Ruby, and I 

would say something to Zoppi like, "He is crazy," and Zappi 
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would say, "Yeah, he is crazy," and Zappi would laugh and 
say, "Yeah, he is crazy." 

Q. These were conversations in which — 

A. These were before the assassination thing, 

you know. 

Q. Now, Mr. McWillie and Mr. Matthews are also 

in Las Vegas; is that right? 

A. I know that R. D. is out there, Mr. Matthews. 

Q. Have you ever seen Mr. McWillie in Las Vegas? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Can you tell us approximately when? 

A. About two years ago. About two years ago. 

Q. And where did you see him? 

A. At the Horseshoe. He was working in the 

blackjack pit. 

Q. That is Mr. Binyon’s club? 

A. Yeah. 

Ql V7ere you also an acquaintance or friend of 

Mr. Binyon? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. When did you first know him and in what 

context did you know him? 

A. I have known of the name Binyon ever since I 

was a kid, but I don’t ever recall ever meeting Mr. Binyon 


here. 
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I knew of the name and he knew of me, you 
know, through other people that knew me, and I don't know 
whether I ever met Mr. Binyon here in Dallas or not. 

I think I finally met him out in Vegas. 

Q. Approximately how long ago, do you recall? 

A. Oh, fifteen years ago. 

Q. Mr. Matthews is now working for Mr. Binyon? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you have any idea how that came about that 

Mr. Matthews went out there to work for him? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Who did Mr. Matthews work for in Cuba; do 

you have any idea? 

A. I don't know the hotel, you know. He always 

said something about some guy by the name of Santos. 

Somebody. I don't know. 

Q. Trafficante? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does that name sound familiar to you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR. HORNBECK: That's T-r-a-f -f -i-c-a-n-t-e . 

BY MR. HORNBECK: 

Q. Can you tell us what Mr. Matthews told you 

about Mr. Trafficante? Did he say he worked for him? 

A. Yes, he said he worked for him, that he was a 
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good man and treated him good, and this is about all. 

0. Did he say how it was that he first went down 

to Cuba from Dallas? 

A. No, sir. I didn't know he had gone there 

until after he had left, after he was there for a long time. 

0 - So McWillie went there and Matthews went 

there . 


Were there any other people who went to Cuba 
at about that same time period that you knew or were 
associated with in any way? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Mr . Matthews say that he had worked with 

Mr, Trafficante in Vegas or strictly in Cuba? 

A, No, sir. Cuba. 

Q. What did he indicate was his line of work in 

Cuba for Mr. Trafficante? 

A. Probably working in a casino, I guess, you 

know. 


Q. He never mentioned to you which casino it 

was that he worked in? 

A. No, sir. 

Ql Did he indicate to you that Mr. Trafficante 

had hired him or he had known Mr. Trafficante before he went 
to Cuba? 


A. 


No, sir. 
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Q. lie just never gave you details? 

I never did talk to him about it? 

Q. Did you ever mention the name of Santos with 

Jack Ruby? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And I take it he had never mentioned that to 

you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. In the first interview with the FBI 

immediately following Jack Ruby shooting Lee Harvey Oswald, 
the FBI asked you whether or not Jack Ruby was involved in 
bookmaking or placing bets, and according to the FBI 
statement you indicated that Ruby was associated with certain 
gamblers, but you didn't know -- 

A. VJell, he knew everybody just like I know 

everybody, you know. 

Q. Let me just ask you about some of the names 

that are particularly referenced in the FBI report. 

The first name is Johnny Ross Patrono, 

A. Yes, he knew Johnny Ross. 

Q. What was Mr, Patrono 's business or livelihood? 

A, Well, he worked for his daddy in the meat 

business for a long tine as a kid, and then he worked as a -- 
when the town was open he worked as a dealer when he was 
13 years old, and I think one time he might have been doing 
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a little bookrnaking, you know. 

Q. When you say when the town was open, what do 

you mean? 

A. When they had gambling here . 

Q. Approximately when was that? 

A. '44-M5. 

0- Just at the end of the war years? 

A. Yeah. Well, when V'Jill VJilson became District 

Attorney, why, the town got closed up. 

Q. In approximately 194 7 there were a group of 

people v/ho came to Dallas from Chicago, and there was a trial 
approximately in 1947-1948, in which a couple of people were 
convicted for attempting to bribe the sheriff at that time, 
Steve Guthrie. 

A. Yes. Steve Guthrie. 

Q. One of the individuals in that trial who was 

convicted was a fellow by the name of Paul Roland Jones. 

A. Yes . 

0- Did you know that individual? 

A. Just, you know, during the time all of the 

stuff, all during that when it all started, you know, that I 
had met him, and I think they came out to the restaurant to 
eat or something. 

I didn't know anything about his background 


or anything. 
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Q. Did you ever see Mr. Jones and Jack Ruby 

together? 

A. Not that I recall. 

0- Did you ever hear that Jack Ruby and Paul 

Roland Jones were acquainted? 

A. I don ' t recall . 

0- Did you have any contact with Paul Roland 

Jones other than him coming to the restaurant? 

A. No, sir. 

Qi There was no gambling with Mr. Jones, no 

betting with Mr. Jones? 

A. No, sir. 

0. Nothing of that sort at all? 

A. No, sir. 

0. According to the transcript of that particular 

trial, the tape recordings involved Jones and a few other 
people from Chicago discussing with Sheriff Guthrie and 
someone from the Dallas Police Department the fact that they 
would bring in some of the syndicate people from Chicago to 
take over Dallas. 

Did you hear from any people that you were 
acquainted with on the street any .such kind of movement by 
anyone from the Chicago syndicate into Dallas? 

A. Just what I read in the paper about what was 

going on. 
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Q. VJas there any discussion by any of the people 

in the gambling business at the time as to whether or not 
they would permit anyone from Chicago to come into the town 
or they would not permit it? 

A. No . 

Q. In 1947 and 1948, after the election of Steve 

Guthrie, and the attitude of the Dallas Police Department, 
was the town open or closed in terms of — 

A. In '47? 

Ql '47-' 43, in terms of availability of being 

able to gamble freely or not? 

A. No- I think after *46 when Will Wilson, when 

all, you know, — well, what dice games they had were closed, 
and that was it. 

Q. One of the other individuals mentioned in the 

report is a fellow by the name of Bobby Chapman. 

A. Bobby Joe Chapman. He is a bookmaker. 

Qi How long have you known Mr. Chapman? 

A- Oh, the name, 30 years. 

I finally met Bobby 25 years ago. 

0, You have known him, I take it, since that 

period of time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long has he been a bookmaker? 

A- I guess all of his life. 
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Q. Do you know whether or not Jack Ruby ..and 

Bobby Chapman were personally acquainted? 

X Oh, he knew like I knew him, you know. I 

don't think they were real close, this type of stuff here. 

Just like everybody knew Jack Ruby. 

Q. You have no information that Jack Ruby ever 

placed any bets through Mr. Chapman? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Mr. Matthews is another individual mentioned, 

and we have discussed Mr. Matthews. 

One question that we didn't discuss is whether 
or not you had seen Mr. Matthews in Las Vegas other than at 
the Horseshoe Club. 

I think you indicated you had seen him there. 

A. I seen him at the Horseshoe and at the golf 

course. He would come over and visit and we would have drinks 
with him. We would be at one of the other hotels and he 
would come over? 

Q. Do you still maintain contact with Mr. 

Matthews? 

A. Oh, yes. When I go out there I see him. Like 

the other day we were out there at a golf tournament and he 
came over to the hotel and invited us to come over to eat and 
everything . 

VJe never did go over there and eat. After we 
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would get through playing golf we were tired, and they had 
cocktail parties for the thing, you know, and we just didn't 
have time to go over there. 

Ql Was this some kind of a tournament? 

A. Golf tournament , yes . 

Ql Do you play in tournaments regularly? 

A. Love it. 

Ql V7as this a particular one? 

A. The one that the Sahara puts on. It's their 

anniversary-type of thing where everybody is invited, you 
know. First class. 

Ql Another individual that ' s mentioned is Jimmy 


Vouris, V-o-u-r-i-s. 

A. Yes, He knew Jack Ruby just like I knew him. 

Q, What was Mr. Vouris 's, what was his business 

or occupation? 


A. Restaurant. 

Ql What restaurant did he run? 

A. Chateau. 

Ql Was he involved in gambling in any fashion? 

A. Oh, he gambled. He would bet this (indicating 

thing would fall over. 

Ql Indicating the microphone? 

A. Yes. 


MR. HORI>IBECK: It is approximately five 
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minutes to 11:00. Why don’t we take just a short break for 
the reporter and for us, and we will continue in just, what, 
five minutes? 

THE V7ITNESS: Yeah. 

(A short recess was taken.) 

BY MR. HORNBECK: 

Q. Mr. Campisi, we are ready resume with the 

deposition . 

We were discussing some people who you 
mentioned to the FBI as gamblers who Jack Ruby also might have 
known . 

In approximately 1961 , Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy came to Dallas and was discussing the 
situation of gambling and other activities in the Dallas 
area, and there was apparently some discussion among people 
on the street with regard to the fact that the Attorney 
General’s office and the FBI were going to begin intensive 
efforts in federal investigations in this area. 

Did you have discussions with any people in 
the Dallas area in 1961-1962 with regard to the FBI and the 
Justice Department becoming more active in the Dallas area? 

A. I never discussed it. I had heard about they 

was going to have a Federal Grand Jury hearing on gambling. 

I don’t think it ever took place. I don’t recall whether it 


ever did take place or not. 
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Q- Do you recall any individuals discussing the 

fact that the FBI was now more interested in gambling 
activities than they had been in the past and there were some 
new efforts in the investigation phase of the Bureau? 

A. I think during the time that they passed — 

what was that law they passed about conspiracy of five or 
more people, this type of stuff here, and a lot of bookmakers 
were talking, you know, about it. 

Somebody would say something about it, and I 
think some of the guys was going to lawyers and getting the 
rules on it, how would it become conspiracy if five or more 
people, and that's about all. 

Q. We had discussed whether or not Jack Ruby had 

played cards with you at any time, and you had indicated to 
us that that particular allegation was not true. 

I wonder if you could tell us if you were 
a regular card player during the 1960 's up to the end of 1963. 

A. Now, you are saying card players. I mean, 

playing cards. 

V7hat type of cards are you talking about? 


Poker? 


0. Yes, sir. Was there any kind of regular 

card game, poker, in which you participated? 

A. I never — as far as being a card player and 

a poker player, I have played in some poker games at Glen Lake 
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Country Club with members and this type stuff here, but as 
far as sitting down and playing with professional gamblers, no. 

Q. Were there any particular people in which you 

had regular games? 

I'm not talking about high stakes games, but 
just any individual in which there were regular periodic 
kinds of poker games. 

A. No. 

Q. In 1957 , Mr. Joe Civello from the Dallas area 

was arrested in Appalachia, New York, and that caused great 
publicity. 

Were you associated in the sense that you 
know Mr. Civello? 

A. I knew the whole Civello family. I had 

known them all of my life. I knew the whole family all of 
my life. 

Q. What relationship, if any, did you have with 

Joe Civello? 

A. They owned Civello' s Liquor Store, and they 

had imported foods like pastas and cheese and tomato-good 
products . 

And at that time we started buying provolone 
cheese from them, and we were buying tomato paste and tomato 
product . 

And then in — I forget what year it was, why. 
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Schepps Wholesale Grocery started bringing in the Contadina 
tomatoes and we started buying them from them, and Charlie 
had called me and says, "You haven't been buying tomatoes." 

I said, "No. V7e are buying them cheaper from 
Schepps Wholesale Grocery." 

This is Charlie now. This is the brother 
Charlie. Joe never did discuss with me why I quit them or 
anything like that. 

And he says, "Well, I don't see how they are 
selling you tomatoes at the price you are paying when we buy 
them from the same broker." 

I says, "Charlie, that's your problem." I 
says, "V7e are in business just like you are to make money and 
save money, " and there never was no hard feelings over it at 
all. 


Q. You indicated this was Schepps? 

A Schepps Grocery. 

Ql Grocery? 

A Yes, the supplier here. We still buy from 


them. 

Q. Who owns Schepps Grocer, do you know? 

A V7ell, Mr. Schepps is dead, and his son was 

killed in an airplane, and I think one of the younger kids, 
one of his sons is now operating it. 

Q. Who is the supplier to Schepps? V7ho supplied 
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Schepps with their tomatoes, do you know? 

A. Well, it was Contadina tomatoes. 

Q, V7hat relationship, if any, other than that 

which you have mentioned, did you have with either Joe or 
Charles Civello? 

A. About what? 

Q. V7hat relationship, if any, business or social? 

A. Oh, just liJce kinfolks, you know. Just like 

we are real close friends, like being cousins, you know. 

Q. Did you ever discuss with Joe Civello the fact 

of his having been arrested at Appalachia? 

A. Never have. 

Q. I take it he had never volunteered any 

explanation? 

A. No. It was none of my business. 

Q. Were you acquainted or are you acquainted with 

either Vincent or Carlos Marcello of New Orleans? 

A. I know Vincent, and I met Mr. Carlos Marcello 

about, maybe, six years ago. After all of these years that 
they had associated me with him I had never met the man. 

Q. When did you first meet Vincent Marcello? 

A. It was on a junket going out of New Orleans, 

and we went on that junket with him and I was introduced to 
him at the airport, and I never did see him again for about 


three or four months. I went back to New Orleans and went to 
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a party and he was at the party, and we got to talking, and 
then occasionally we would go for Mardi Gras and I would go 
to the races and I v/ould speak to him there. 

I didn't know him, I knew Joe, the one in 
the restaurant business before I knew any of them. 

Q. How long have you known Joe Marcello? 

A. I have known Joe Marcello ever since I have 

been in the location that I am in now by meeting him through 
the restaurant, went out to have dinner with him. I went out 
and had dinner at their restaurant, you know, and for a long 
time when I went to New Orleans I never would go there? 

Q. Why was that? 

A. I was scared to go there. 

Q. Just because of its general reputation? 

A. Right, and so I came back and I told Joe 

Civello, I said, "You know what — " Frank and I — I was in 
a project with Frank about building some apartments, had a 
little money invested — 

Q. When you say Frank, do you mean Frank — 

A. Frank La Coke, who is deceased now. 

Frank says, "We are going to Elmwood to eat," 
and I says, "No, I am going somewhere else tonight." I 
wouldn't go. 

So I come back and I told Joe Civello about 
it, and we laughed about it. 


44-105 0 - 79-26 



394 


He said, "Do you mean you wouldn’t go out 
there to eat?" And I says, "No, sir." 

He says, "Well, why don't you just move to 
Russia then?" He says, "You live here in America and you 
are scared to go somewhere?" 

And that made a point. So I said, "Well, why 
should I hide from something," so the next time I went down 
there I went out there to dinner and that's how I met him. 

And then I met Vincent. I used to see little Sammy at 
football games. 

Maybe the Cowboys would go down there for an 
exhibition, and I w'ould see little Sammy, I knev; him, I knew 
how he looked, and I would wave at him and he would just 

barely wave at me, I guess he figured who in the hell is he? 

Then I started going there and started playing 
golf with Vincent. He invited me as a member guest, and then 
I got to know Sammy. Then I met Anthony, and Anthony had to 
come here one time for a gift show and Vincent said, "Go 
ahead and call Joe," and everything, you know. 

And he said, "Now, Joe is not going let you 

alone. He is going to bother you. He is going to keep you 

busy taking you out to restaurants," this and that, and 
Anthony laughs about it now. 

He said Vincent told him, "After you meet Joe 
he is not going to leave you alone," you know and everything. 
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and there was a big laugh about that, and I have seen Mr. 
Marcello, how many times in my lifetime? One, two, three, 
four times in my lifetime, 

Ql Were these times in New Orleans or — 

A. Yes . 

Ql — in Dallas? 

A. Never been to Dallas. To my knowledge he 

has never been to Dallas . 

Ql What was the occasion of your meeting Carlos 

Marcello in New Orleans? 

A. VJell, I had told the brothers that I had 

never met Carlos, They couldn't believe it. 

"You have never met Carlos?" I said, "No, I 
have never met your brother Carlos," so I flew in one day 
for a golf tournament and Anthony picked me up ' and he said, 
"Well, let's stop at the Town and Country and you can go meet 
Carlos. " 

So we get there and there were some people 
in the office, and he introduced me, blah, blah, blah, and so 
we just left, you know. 

Then the next time — he goes to Grand Isle 
every year to that fishing year. He has a camp there and 
everything. So we thought we would drive down there and go 

see him, and we went down there and I cooked spaghetti sauce 
for them and this type of stuff here and everything, and 
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Stayed there for maybe four or five hours, and we drove back.. 

Then the next time I saw him was at a fishing 
camp that they have there. The next time I was invited to 
the opening of Broussard's Restaurant, and I met him there. 

I had talked to him on the phone a couple of tines. He has 
called me and asked me if I needed any crab claws or soft- 
shell crabs, and every year I send them sausage, 260 pounds 
of Italian sausage that I send to them for Christmas to give 
to all of the brothers and what friends I have there. I send 
like 260 pounds of sausage every year that I make special 
with walnuts and celery. 

Q. Is there some reason why you send him 260 

pounds to divide between everybody? 

A. No. No. I send each brother, and then I 

have a lot of cousins there. I have a lot of relatives there, 
and I send sausage to all of them. 

0. So you used to go to New Orleans for family 

busines? 

A. Oh, yes, and golf. The racetrack, no. 

Q. Have you had any business dealings with any of 

the Marcello brothers? 

A, No, sir. 

0. Have you ever been involved in any betting 

with any of the Marcello brothers? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Other than personal private bets between two 

individuals? 

A. Betting. That's the funny thing. Betting. 

You are talking about like football lists? 

0. Yes, sir. 

A. No, sir. 

0. Any other kinds of betting? 

A Vincent and I play golf. We have been 

playing golf now, and we have never bet one another. 

I go to the racetrack and he gives me a horse 
and he runs last. 

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever introduce you to an 

individual by the name of Lawrence Meyers? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q, From Chicago? 

A No, sir. 

Ql Do you recall ever meeting an individual by 

that name? 

A. Not that I recall. 

CL In 1963 did you ever meet an individual by 

the name of Jim Braden, B-r-a-d-e-n, also know as Eugene 
Hale Brading, B-r-a-d-i-n-g? 

A. No, sir. 

0. This individual would have been associated 


with the oil lease business. 
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A. ITo , sir. 

Q. Do you knov; Jack Todd? 

A. Yes, sir. 

0* And how long have you known Mr. Todd? 

A. Oh, ever since we were 15, 16 years old. 

What business, if any, have you had with 

Mr . Todd? 

A No business. None. 

0- Do you know whether or not Mr. Todd and 

rir. Ruby had any business association? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you know an individual who was the union 

representative for the American Guild of Variety Artists in 
the early '60s by the name of James Henry Dolan? 

A I have met a fellow by the name Dolan, but I 

didn't know he was connected with any type of union. 

Q. Well, perhaps you could indicate to us the 

line of work the individual whom you know as Dolan was in? 

A I don't any of his business. 

0. How did you meet Mr. Dolan? 

A. I think at the restaurant, came there for 

dinner. 

Q. Can you recall any of Mr. Dolan's associates 

whom he might have been to the restaurant v;ith? 

A. I don't know whether him through R. D. or 
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what . I really don ' t recall . I have seen him at the golf 

course a lot of times at Tenison. There was a lot of action, 

you know, out there, playing golf, and I saw him at the golf 
course two or three times. 

Q. Approximately how many years ago would that 

have been? 

A. Oh, 15 or 16 years ago. 

Ql Was this Mr. Dolan that you are describing a 

large individual? 

A. A big fellow, yeah. 

Q. Do you know whether or not he had any 

criminal record that you have heard of? 

A. No, sir. 

0. Do you know whether or not he had any 

association with boxing in any way? 

A. No . 

0. Is it your memory that the Dolan that you 

are remembering was perhaps introduced to you by Mr. Matthews? 

A. I thought he was probably a gambler. 

Q. Do you know a John Grizzaffi? 

A. You know, you have got two of them. 

Q. I take it there is one with s's and one with 

z ' s? 

A. I don’t know the spelling. It's Johnny 

Grizzaffi. The kid that I know is Johnny Grissaffi. No 
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middle name or nothing. Right? 

0. Yes, that's right. 

A. No middle name. The one that worked down 

at the courthouse? 

Q. I think that's one. 

A. Yeah. I have known him ever since he was a 

kid . 

Q. How about the other — 

A. Johnny Brazil — Johnny Grazzaffi? 

Q. Yes . 

A. Yeah. I have known him all of my life. 

Q. In what context have you known him? 

A. Well, the restaurant I have now I bought from 

him. He and his wife had opened it up. 

Q. Do you know whether or not either of those 

two gentlemen were acquainted with Jack Ruby? 

A. Oh, they probably knew him. No acquaintance. 

They probably knew Jack Ruby. They probably knew him. 

Ql We had mentioned Jack Ruby being Chicago and 

whether or not he had discussed any individuals from Chicago 
with you. 

Have you had any business relationship with 
anyone from the Chicago area? 

A. Don't know anyone from there. The only 

person I knew from Chicago was a boy named Rick Caceres . He 
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was a professional pickpocket, and he taught me how to steal 
watches . 

0. It is not the Rick Caceres who used to play 

for the Bears? 

A. No , no . This boy here was in show business, 

and he would do — like the Lone Star Steel Company would 
come in here, and he would do banquets for them, and they 
would introduce him as public relation work, and then he 
would go through the dining room taking peoples' watches and 
their billfolds . 


That was the only party that I know from 

Chicago . 

Qi When we were discussing New Orleans did you 

ever meet a Nofio Pecora? 

A. No, sir. 

THE REPORTER: How do you spell that, please. 

MR. HORIJBECK; P-e-c-o-r-a . The first name is 

N-o- f-i-o . 

BY MR. HORNBECK 


Q. Did you ever meet a Maurice Meadlovain known 

as Frenchie Meadlovain? 

A. No, sir. 

0. VJhen we were discussing earlier I didn’t ask 

you whether or not you had either been invited to Cuba or 
actually gone to Cuba in the late 1950 's? 
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A. 

0 . 

A. 

0 . 

A. 

Q. 

you by the 
A. 
Qi 
A. 

QL 

could just 
discuss a 

A. 


No, sir. 

And Mr. Matthews never invited you? 

No, sir. 

And Mr . Ruby never invited you? 

No, sir. 

Did Jack Ruby ever mention an individual to 
name of A1 Zuckerman? 

No, sir. 

From Chicago? 

No, sir. 

I wonder at this time, Mr. Campisi, if we 
excuse you for five and Mr. Purdy and I will 
couple of matters and come out and get you? 

Okay . 


MR. HORNBECK: Thanks a lot. 

(Witness departs the courtroom.) 
(A short recess was taken.) 


BY MR. HOR14BECK: 


Q. Mr, Campisi, there are a few matters that we 

would just like to complete to make sure the record is as 
complete as we can possibly make it. 

Going back to some of the beginning things 
we first discussed, I had asked you some questions on Hy 
Fader and Jack Ruby, and you indicated that perhaps there 
was some falling out between the two that you heard about. 
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Did Mr. Fader become successful after he and 
Ruby were no longer in any kind of business relationship? 

A. Successful like what? 

0. Successful in terms of making money and doing 

well financially and socially? 

A. I don't -- you know, Hy Fader was booking 

those one-night, once a month, whatever it was, show-type 
of things, you know, bands, big bands and this type of stuff, 
and now whether he made any money out of it I don't know 
whether he made a lot of money out of it. 

I think that time — I don't know whether he 
was in the rug cleaning business. He had another business 
that he was in, you know. I don't think he was successful 
in booking those one-night things because so many people have 
tried it, you know. 

They have tried to get me to get into 
booking entertainment, and I knew about entertainment all of 
my life. I know it is no good, you know. 

Then I know — I think that Hy Fader at one 
time did get into some financial problems, you know, and I 
don't know whether he and his wife broke up or what. His 
family, they all went to California, and that's the last I 
heard of him. 

0. One of Jack Ruby's partners in later years 

was an individual by the name of Ralph Paul. 
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Did you knov; Ralph Paul? 

I think he was an elderly fellow, some old 

man. 

0- He was an older man? 

Yeah. Now, whether he and Jack were partners 
together, I really don't know. I know that they were real 
close friends. 

0- Were you a friend of Ralph Paul's at all? 

A. I just knew him with Jack, you know. 

0- You never had any independent relationship 

with him? 

A. Oh, no. No. 

Q. We discussed the amateur night or hour at the 

Las Vegas Club. 

Could you tell us how Jack got people to 
participate in an amateur hour, what kind of acts they were? 

A. They were striptease acts, and he would say 

it was amateur and, you know, how girls would be. He would 
get them — I don't whether he paid them anything or not, but 
they would want to do their bit, their show, show their 
bodies off, and I guess they were looking for Hollywood to 
discover them or something. 

This is how, I guess, how he beat the price 
by not having to pay them. And it was a funny thing, you 


know. 
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Q. Did Jack ever discuss with you that the 

amateur hour was a good way to attract business and whether 
his competitors were doing the same kind of thing? 

A. I think that the reason that he did that was 

to attract business, you know, but as far as his competitors 
worrying about it I don’t think they were worried about it 
because I don't think at that time Abe was putting on 
anything special at that time, you know. 

As far as to my knowledge, at that time, it 
wasn't but just Ruby with the show-bit stuff and Abe. I 
think they were the only ones that had strippers at that time 

Ql Do you recall Jack Ruby having an amateur 

night or hour at the Carousel Club? 

A- I don’t recall. He might have. I don’t know 

but I think most of them were down at the Las Vegas thing. 

Q. You discussed the after-hours party for the 

one pregnant employee of Jack Ruby's. 

What kind of an after-hours party was Jack 

talking about? 

A- I don't know. I didn't even go to it. I 

just donated $5.00 to buy one of the tickets. 

0. Was this at a time when there a curfew 

imposed on the drinking? 

A- I think the party was going to be at the 

Holiday on Central in one of the banquet rooms. 
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Q. Do you know whether or not Jack had many of 

these after-hour parties? 

Pu No. No. That was the only one I ever knew of. 

0. And you had never heard that he had a habit 

of throwing these after-hours kind of parties and what kind 
of party it may have been? 

A. No. He said it was for one of the girls that 

was pregnant and he was doing this here to help her and he 
was going to give her the money. 

Ql There is an individual gambler in town by the 

name of Johnny Eli Stone? 

A. Johnny Stone, yeah. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Stone? 

A. Yes . 

Qi Do you know whether or not Jack Ruby had any 

relationship with Mr. Stone? 

A. He probably knew him. 

Ql I take it Mr. Stone was also a bookmaker? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Qi During the period of time in which you have 

been in Dallas you have been involved in some kind of sports 
betting over the years? 

A. I bet on football, yes. 

Ql Would you say that you, over the years, would 

know people involved in the gambling business? 
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A. Yes . 

Q. And if Jack Ruby had been involved in either 

accepting bets, placing bets or acting as a collector of bets 
for anyone would it be a fair statement that you would 
probably at least hear some of that information? 

A. Yes , I would have heard about it and I never 

did. 


Ql In 1961 / there was a lav/suit that attracted 

some attention in Dallas, a businessman by the name of 
McDonough was sued by the Tropicana Casino for about 
80 or $90,000.00. 

A. I don’t anything about it. 

Ql That never came to your attention at all? 

A. No. 

Ql You indicated that one of the individuals 

that you met in Las Vegas and heard for a long time was 
Benny Binyon? 

A. Yes. 

Ql Mr. Binyon was a part of Dallas for quite a 

long period of time and then moved to Las Vegas? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Was there any reason associated with the 

gambling business that you heard that occasioned Mr. Binyon 
to move to Las Vegas? 

A. I think one of the reasons he probably moved 
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there was when the town got closed up, why, he v/ent to Vegas, 
you know. 

Q. That would have been in the late *40s in the 

time period you were discussing before as to Mr. Wilson 
coming and changing the administration? 

A. Yes. That was in '46, I think, he went out 

to Vegas. 

Ql Do you know an individual in Los Angeles 

by the name of Michael Shore? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Alex Gruber? 

A Alex Gruber? 

Q. Gruber, G-r-u-b~e-r. 

A. No, sir. 

0. Erwin Weiner? 

A. No, sir. 

Ql Allen Dorffman. 

A No, sir. 

Ql Barney Baker? 

A No, sir. 

Ql You had mentioned a stripper who worked for 

Jack Ruby by the stage name of Jada? 

A Yes . 

Q. She was in New Orleans originally? 
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A. I think she came from New Orleans, yes. 

0. I take it you had not seen her or heard of 

her in New Orleans prior to her coining to Dallas? 

A. I don't recall. You know, she probably 

worked on Bourbon Street, and the next thing I knew she was 
working here in Dallas and someone said she was from New 
Orleans , and she was married to some boy by the name of 
Junior there or something, you know. 

Q. From New Orleans? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was Junior supposed to have any organized 

crime ties or connections that you are aware of? 

A. I don't know. 

0. Do you know an individual who ran some clubs 

in New Orleans by the name of Harold Tannenbaum? 

A. No, sir. 

Ql We have talked about Jack Ruby's relationship 

-^ith the Dallas Police Department, and you indicated that on 
at least one occasion which you had been to the Carousel that 
there v^ere some individuals you recognized from — 

A. The vice squad, yes, sir. 

0. Any particular individuals' names that you 

recall? 

A. No, sir, I don't recall. All I knew was they 

were — you know how officers stand out, detectives, you know. 


44-105 0 - 79-27 
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Q. V7hen Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald what 

was your reaction and the reaction of the people you knew 
well who knew Jack Ruby very well? 

A. I thought he was crazy. 

0. Was it something that surprised you or 

shocked you that Jack Ruby had done it? 

A. V'Jell, it entered my mind a lot of ways, you 


know. 


Well, he has got to be a crazy, or I wasn’t 
surprised, you know. Just a lot of things went through my 
mind . 

Q. Where were you when you first heard that Jack- 

Ruby had — 

A. Passing by my television, I was going 

through the den, and they said something about Oswald had 
been shot, and I looked back, and, of course, I thought I 
saw the natural thing, you know. Then I found out it was, 
you know, a replay. 

Q. What was the first thing you did when you saw 


that? 

A. I think I hollered at my wife. I said, ”Hey, 

they have killed Oswald here," you know. 

You know, hell, you holler — it looked like 
the real thing to me when I first saw it. 

I am going around tailing everybody I saw it 
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first, you know, boom, boom, boom. 

And they said, "Well, that was a re-broadcast 

back," you know. 

When you and your wife went to speak with 
Jack Ruby did you ever why he did it? 

A. No. 

0. You weren’t curious to ask that kind of 

question? 

A. No. You know, hell, you are spellbound. 

You know, you don't have words to say to somebody and you 

don't know what to say, you know. 

Ql We had talked about Cuba and Mr. Matthews 

working in Cuba and Mr. McWillie working in Cuba. 

A. Did you ever discuss with Mr. McWillie who 

he worked for in Cuba or what kind of business he had. 

A. No, sir? 

Ql Did you ever discuss with him the name of 

Santo Trafficante? 

A. No, sir. 

Ql Did Mr, Traf f icante ' s name ever come up when 

you were discussing anything with Mr. Marcello, any of the 

Marcello ' s? 

A. No, sir, 

Ql You have no idea whether or not any of the 

Marcello family is acquainted with Mr. Trafficante? 
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No, sir, 

Q. V7g had discussed just very briefly Sheriff 


Decker . 


What was your relationship with Mr. Decker? 

A. Like a son. 

Q. I wonder if you could just tell us how that 

relationship developed and just characterize it for us? 

A. Nell, you know, ever since I was a little boy, 

why, he knew of our family and he knew the Italian families 

and everybody loved Decker . Decker made a lot of friends 
with a lot of people. 

Decker never had any problems with the 
Italian families here. As I grew up and knew of Decker, and 
just like grew up with him, you know, and I guess the man 
loved me and I loved him. I love firs. Decker. 

I would go dov;n to the courthouse and I would 
always make it a point to go by and holler at him, sit down 

and talk to him, type of thing here, so that's it come about, 

you know. 


Qt We had discussed Ralph Prestridge. You 

indicated that you first knew Mr. Prestridge because he was 
a nephew of another individual -- 
A. Loyce Green . 

Q. Kow did you know Mr. Green? 

A. All of my life. You know, raised here in 
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Dallas . 


I had been in the beer business since 1938, 
so from 1930, the year I got out of high school I bought a 
beer joint, and so from that time on, why, I had met a lot of 
people in my lifetime. 

Q. You never had any business relationship with 

Mr . Green? 

A. (Shakes head.) 

0. V/e discussed the Oswald shooting. We didn’t 

discuss anything of the assassination of President Kennedy. 

VJhere were you when that news first came on? 

1 was driving in my car when I first heard 

that. 


Q. 

A. 


something when 
0 . 


Do you recall where you were? 

No, I don’t. On my way to the place or 
I heard that. 

And what was your reaction when you heard 


that? 


A. Well, it scared me to death, you know. 

0. Did you have any feeling that that kind of 

event could have happened in this city or — 

A. Well, I guess it could have happened 

anywhere, you know. It could have happened anywhere, but, 
you know, my God, it is a shock when I heard about it, the 
President getting killed, you know. 
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Q. We have asked a lot of questions today about 

various people who have been associated, at least, in the 
public mind with gambling and sometimes with being in **in 
organized crime activities", and you have told us how you 
have known these people and all of that . 

If Jack Ruby v/ere associated in any kind of 
organized crime activity would it be your belief that you 
would have heard something as to his connections of all of 
the people that you know? 

A. Just off the record. Can v;e do this off the 

record? I want to ask you something. 

MR. HORNBECK: All right. We can take this 

statement off the record. 

{Discussion off the record.) 

MR. HORNBECK: V7e are back on the record, and 

we had paused for Mr. Campisi to ask me my definition of 
organized crime, and I gave Mr. Campisi a definition that 
includes legislative, state and federal organized crime 
definition, and also a popular public perception of organized 
crime as an outgrowth of the Sicilian Mafia, and then Mr, 
Campisi indicated to me what his view of organized crime is, 
and we decided that we would put that on the record. 

BY MR. HORNBECK: 

Q. So if you would just repeat what you have 

told Mr. Purdy and myself about whether or not if we 
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individually wanted to act as bookmakers in this city, whether 
we could have your interpretation of organized crime. 

A- I think anyone who wants to become a 

bookmaker, 16 years old, 15 years old, if he wants to get him 
a telephone and get his own customers and has his own 
bankroll, and if he has got the money he can go ahead and book 
and all he has got to worry about is the police. 

He doesn't have to answer to anyone else 
about it, nobody coming and muscling him or telling him that 
he has got to do this or do that. 

And I don't think that has ever happened in 

Dallas, Texas. 

0. So you are saying in the period of the *50s, 

1960 's, that if an individual wanted to be a bookmaker there 
was no person or group that would either prevent him from 
being a bookmaker, take a cut from his bookmaking operation 
in order for him to operate? 

A. Exactly right. 

Cl It is customary in the testimony portions of 

the committee hearings for a witness to have a five-minute 
period in which the witness can discuss whatever is on the 
witness’s mind in terms of questions that have been asked and 
the subject matter which has been raised. 

So at this time in this deposition I am going 
to give you the opportunity to make a statement, if you wish. 
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concerning the investigation, your thoughts on that, thoughts 
on Mr. Ruby or any of your thoughts with regard to the 
questions that have been asked or the publicity that you have 
received or anything else that is related to the particular 
deposition and events that have surrounded Dallas . 

So if there is anything you would like to say, 
Mr. Campisi, we would be happy to place that in the record 
also . 

THE WITNESS: Hold this a minute. Can 

you hold up a minute? 

MR. HORT'IBECK: Yes, we can. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. nORNBECK: Mr. Campisi has indicated that 

he is satisfied with the questions and answers in the 
deposition and doesn’t have anything to add other than the 
fact that Jack Ruby is crazy. 

THE WITNESS: Now, may I say something to put 

on the record? 

Are you satisfied from what I have told you? 

MR. HORNBECK: Yes, sir. 

THE WITNESS: That's it. 

(Whereupon the deposition concluded 


at 12: 10 p.m. ) 
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I, GARLIN ATTAV7AY, a Notary Public in and for Harris 
County, Texas, being the Notary Public before whom the 
aforegoing sworn testimony of JOSEPH CAMP IS I was taken, do 
hereby certify that the witness was first duly sworn by me to 
tell the truth, the v;hole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
and that the above and foregoing is a true and correct 
transcript of said testimony. 

Given under my hand and seal of office on this the 
^9 ^ ^^ da.y of May, 1973. 



Garlin Attaway, Notary FuDlic 
in and for Harris County, Texas 
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iv, James Henry Dolan 
Biogra'phical Summary 

(924) According to an FBI report, James Heni^y Dolan was 
born October 25, 1914, in Cedar Kapids, Iowa. In the 1930’s, he left 
school and worked for a year in a California hotel. In 1938, he returned 
to Cedar Rapids and worked for his brother-in-law in a food business. 
In 1941 and 1942, Dolan was employed as a structural iron worker. 
He reportedly did some boxing as a youth and was associated with 
people in the boxing profession. He served in the U.S. Army from 
August 1, 1942, to December 21, 1945, and received an honorable 
discharge. He moved to Phoenix, Ariz., in November or December 
of 1950 and established his first permanent address at 4045 North 
Fifth Street. While in Phoenix, Dolan claimed self-employment at 
the Jefferson Street Gym. Dolan left Phoenix in the spring of 1951 
and moved to the Denver area where, on May 1, 1951, he rented a 
cabin at Rosedale Ranch, Evergreen, Colo. On January 9, 1952, Dolan 
pled guilty in the U.S. District Court in Denver to impersonating a 
Federal officer. He received a 5 -year suspended sentence and was 
placed on probation. {1181^) 

(925) It was subsequently disclosed that Dolan had violated his 
probation by ‘‘rigging’' a poker game in Denver and resorting to 
violence. On October 3, 1953, a probation violation warrant was 
issued, and Dolan was arrested in Chicago on October 5, 1953, by 
FBI agents. At the time of his arrest, Dolan was reportedly em- 
ployed for the American Television Company in Chicago. (77^5) 

(926) On November 2, 1953, Dolan’s probation was revoked, and 
he was ordered to serve 5 years in prison, with a 3-year probationary 
sentence to follow imprisonment. He was incarcerated at the U.S. 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kans., until October 1954. He was 
then transferred to the Federal Correctional Institution at Seago- 
ville, Tex., from which he was released on February 21, 1956.(778^) 
He was placed on probation under the supervision of a I^.S. probation 
officer in Dallas, Tex., until September 25, 1959.(7757) 

(927) Following Dolan’s release from prison, he was employed for a 
brief period by Windy City Distributors in Chicago. In 1956, he 
moved to Dallas, Tex., and was employed by the Rush Rug Co., 4729 
Maple Avenue, Dallas. (7755) 

(928) In 1957, he was employed by Sears, Roebuck & Co. in Dallas 
and by Paymaster Co. (check protectors). From 1958 to 1961, Dolan 
was employed as the Dallas representative of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists (AGVA) . After leaving AGVA, he was employed for 
a brief period as a car salesman at a used-car lot owned by Nick Cas- 
cio.* (7/5-9) After this, Dolan was rei)ortedly employed as a traveling 
salesman for an unidentified company. (7 7.95) In 1961, Dolan’s attor- 
ney in Dallas indicated Dolan was emplo^^d by an unidentified whole- 
sale flower concern. (775^) 

(929) While Dolan was in Dallas, he resided at 101 North Edgefield 
and, in 1968, at 5509 Caladium.(7755) In June 1969, he was reportedly 


♦Oascio is described by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as a 
“traveling criminal” whose specialties are planning large burglaries and rob- 
beries and acting as a fence. { 1190 ) 
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residing in Chicago at 423 Wrightwood. {119^) In October 1969, he was 
residing with his brother in Glenview, 111. {1195) 

(930) Dolan’s aliases have included Jim de Lare, James Harry 
Dolan, Jim Dolan, Jimmy Dolan, James Bradley, and “Hamily.” 

(931) Illegal Activities , — Dolan has been described as one of the two 
most notorious hoodlums who resided in Dallas. (775^) An informant 
described him as a strong-arm man who had been employed by Traffi- 
cante.*(7757) Dolan reportedly traveled throughout southeastern and 
inidwestern United States and had numerous underworld contacts 
throughout these areas. (77,9^) 

(932) His specialties included armed robbery of bookmakers, gam- 
blers, and houses of prostitution, confidence swindles, and shakedown 
rackets. (7799) Dolan had also, on occasion, professed to be a gambler. 
A source familiar with union activities reported that a poker game in 
which Dolan participated was in almost regular session at the AGVA 
offices. (7^9) 

(933) Dolan was also associated with bookmaking in Dallas. A 1962 
repoit states that the primary bookmaking operation in Dallas was 
directed by John Eli Stone, Albert Meadows and Sherman Franklin. 
(7^97 ) The report lists Dolan among those who were “closely associated 
with this group and especially with Meadows and Little,” who “in 
addition to gambling themselves extensively, act as strong-arm men 
or collection men whenever asked.”(7^9^) In 1961 it was reported that 
Dolan was engaged in “booking” with Johnny Ross Patrono and 
Bobby Chapman.(7^9J) 

(934) On December 2, 1949, Dolan was held by Illinois police for 
investigation and subsequently released without charges being filed. 
{IWJi) On July 30, 1951, Dolan surrendered to the U.S. Marshal in 
Denver to face charges of impersonating a Federal officer — he had been 
involved in impersonating Internal Revenue Service agents. Anthony 
Colossacco, w^ho was described as a “known gambler, burglar, and ex- 
convict,” was suspected of “fingering” the victim for Dolan in the 
impersonation ploy. (7^9) (Colossacco has also been described as an 
associate of the Smaldone Gang, who are alleged to control gambling 
activities in the Denver area.) Dolan was convicted on this charge on 
January 9, 1952, and placed on probation. (7^99) 

(935) In 1952, Dolan was reportedly involved in a “rigged” poker 
game in Denver and had resorted to violence, threatening the life of 
the victim of the scheme. (7^97) 

(936) On July 11, 1951, Denver police arrested Raymond James 
Conley, Joseph R. Snell and Sidney Neveleff on charges of operating 
a racetrack swindle in Denver. I)olan was reportedly involved in 
it. (7^99) On July 30, 1951, Dolan surrendered to the district attor- 
ney’s office in Denver on the same charge. (7^9) He was' imprisoned 
from 1953 to February 21, 1956. 

(937) In March 1959, Dolan was reportedly in Hot Springs, Ark., 
participating in plans to rob a bank messenger at Pearl, Miss. (7^79) 

(938) Dolan was employed at AGVA from 1958 to 1961. A source 
acquainted with the union considered it “a racketeer proposition.” 


♦Trafficante was a leading organized crime figure operating out of Florida. 
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{1211) The source stated ^‘he did not doubt Dolan may have used his 
position for extra income by requiring payoh's from band leaders 
and persons seeking entertainers.” {1212) 

(939) On Januai-y 16, 1961, Dolan, George Fuqua, and Betty Lee 
Johnson were arrested by the highway patrol near Biloxi, Miss.(f^iJ) 
They were charged with violation of the Federal Firearms Act (carry- 
ing a concealed weapon) , possession of stolen property and possession 
of burglary tools. On January 18, 1961, Dolan and Johnson pled 
guilty to the firearm violation and were fined. Dolan pled not guilty 
to possession of burglary tools and was released on hond.{121If) Dolan 
subsequently entered a guilty plea on October 18, 1963, and received a 
5-year suspended sentence. 

(940) On February 2, 1961, Dolan was apprehended in Dallas when 
leaving his home with George Everett Thomas, a ^^notorious Dallas 
police character.” (i^75) There is no indication whether charges were 
tiled. 

( 941) On February 16, 1961, Dolan was arrested by the Dallas police 
for breaking into a pay telephone. {1216) 

(942) On March 2, 1961, it was reported that three men entered the 
Melvin Sugarek Ranch, near Beeville, Tex., and held up a poker game, 
escaping with $26,000. {1217) On February 28, 1961, Fuqua had checked 
into the Shamrock Motel in Dallas. A large gathering was held there 
after the robbery; it included Fuqua, Dolan, Charles David Boyd, 
Bob Fletcher, Eddie Tom Greer, Thurman Giles, Billy Ray Gimes, 
Garen Insley, Jerry Gordon and an Anderson, (i^i^) On March 7, 
1961, Dolan surrendered to the Texas Rangers in connection with the 
robbery, (i^i^) In May 1961, the Beesville grand jury returned no 
bill of indictment against Dolan. {1220) 

(943) On April 4, 1962, Dolan was observed in the company of 
Eddie Tom Green, who was described by Dallas police intelligence “as a 
person who, according to their informants, specializes in armed rob- 
beries of prostitutes, gamblers, and bootleggers and is known to as- 
sociate with Dolan and known Dallas hijacker George Fuqua.” (f^^i) 
On April 25, 1962, an informant advised that Dolan had just returned 
to Dallas. He would not state where he had been, but did say he was 
then in the “fire business,” meaning arson, (i^^^) On October 10, 1962, 
it was reported that Dolan had participated in a robbery of a club 
financed by Sherman Franklin Little. (i^^J) 

(944) On April 17, 1963, it was reported that Dolan had been ar- 
rested by the sheriff’s office in Baton Rouge, La.(i^^^) Dolan and 
Glen Ernest Burnett were reportedly acting in a suspicious manner at 
the Holiday Inn in Baton Rouge and were suspected of being in pos- 
session of a stolen telephone truck. (i^^5) On April 18, 1963, it was 
determined that Dolan was not identified with either person believed 
to be in possession of the truck, (i^^^) 

(945) On May 10, 1963, a Cadillac was stopped in New Orleans 
which was driven and owned by Dimitry Saik,* who operated a bar 
on Bourbon Street. Dolan was also in the car. (i^^7) On May 21, 1963, 


♦Saik frequented the Town and Country Restaurant owned by Joseph A. 
Poretto, who was an associate of Carlos Marcello. 
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it was reported that Dolan had a “large score” set up in the New Or- 
leans area by a “Carlos” (last name unknown), which was to occur 
on May 26, 1963. Eugene Ruben McCroskey and Carl Angelo de 
Luna* were also to be involved. {1228) 

(946) On June 1, 1963, Dolan reportedly was in Shreveport, La., to 
meet “Carlos” and plan the robbery, sdieduled for June 3, 1963. (i^^P) 
Dolan was unable to contact De Luna and McCroskey, so the robbery 
was postponed again, and Dolan returned to Dallas. (i^J(9) 

(947) It was reported that Dolan attempted to gain the assistance of 
David Fred Hagler and Robert Paul Winters for a June 10 robbery. 
{1231 ) Dolan learned, however, that the planned robbery was known 
to the police, so it was again postponed. (i^J^) 

(948) On June 24, 1963, Dolan was arrested by the New Jersey 
police. (i^JJ) Dolan was charged with possession of a concealed 
weapon and auto theft. (i^J^) He was arraigned on July 23, 1963, in 
East Windsor Township Municipal Court and released on $4,000 bond. 
{1235) Dolan pled not guilty and was indicted on August 2, 
m^,{1236) 

(949) On July 29, 1963, Dolan was arrested at the Executive Inn 
Motel’s private club in Dallas for assaulting a security guard, C. F. 
Bentley. {1237) On July 30, 1963, Dolan was charged with aggravated 
assault of a police officer. (i^J<5) On July 31, 1963, Dolan and an un- 
identified Dallas attorney appeared at the Dallas police station and 
attempted to get the charge dropped. (i^JP) According to an FBI 
airtel, the Dallas Police Department planned to press charges. {1240) 

(950) On September 10, 1963, Dolan was found not guilty of a dis- 
orderly conduct charge in East Windsor Township Municipal Court, 
New Jersey. {1241) It was reported that Dolan was free on approxi- 
mately $12,000 bail on various charges in New Jersey. (7^4^) 

(951) On October 18, 1963, Dolan appeared in the circuit court in 
Gulfport, Miss., and entered a guilty plea to a charge of posses- 
sion of burglary tools. (7^^) He received a 5-year suspended sen- 
tence and was placed on probation for 5 years. (7^^) 

(952) On November 15, 1963, Dolan was observed in Dallas. (7^4J) 
On November 21, 1963, he was seen by FBI agents entering a tire shop, 
reportedly operated by a Dallas bookmaker, T. B. Turns, as a book- 
making establishment. (7^4^) On December 9, 1963, Dolan was ar- 
rested by the Dallas police, along with Jess Raymond Bridwell and 
Robert Elmer Woolverton, at the Sheraton Hotel. (7^4^') They were 
suspected of planning a jewel robbery (7^4<^) and were found with 36 
pairs of crooked dice, two unsigned cashiers checks bearing the head- 
ing of a nonexistent Billing, Mont., bank, and a list of 10,000 persons, 
along with their wagering limits. {12Jfi) 

(953) On December 29, 1963, Dolan was given a 1- to 3-year sentence 
for arson, to be served at the Kansas State Penitentiary. He was re- 
leased on October 24, 1^&I,{1250) On July 17, 1972, Dolan failed to 
appear in the U.S. District Court in Atlanta, Ga., on a charge of 
interstate transport of stolen property. (7^*57) 


♦De Luna was a Kansas City hoodlum. 
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Organized Crime Connections 

(954) Connectionfis loith Santos Trafflcante , — An FBI report states: 

In late 1960 or 1961, George Fuqua and James Henry Dolan 
went to Miami, Florida, where Dohm introduced Fuqua to 
Santos Trafficante, Jr., through Trafficante's associate, Milo 
Bell. The purpose of the contact was to ascertain if Bell and 
Trafficante could use Dolan and Fuqua in the “collection” 
business or as enforcers for Trafficante. Trafficante allegedly 
told these two Dallas people that he wanted a “bolito man 
knocked off and roughed up,” as this man was holding out 
on his collections and owed Trafficante some money. Dolan 
and Fuqua were told by Trafficante that their fee for doing 
this would be whatever money they would take from the 
bolito man after roughing him up. This bolito man was 
pointed out to Fuqua and Dolan by Bell, who also acquainted 
them with the man’s habits and activities. Dolan and Fuqua 
subsequently “knocked off” this man and got about $7,000. 
About two weeks after this, at Trafficante’s request, a second 
bolito man was pointed out and “set up” by Bell and he, too, 
was robbed and beaten by Dolan and Fuqua. ( 1252) 

(955) The only other indication of any association between Dolan 
and Trafficante occurred in February 1961 when Dolan was arrested 
in Dallas for breaking into a pay telephone. At the time of his arrest, 
Dolan was placing a call to Marlowe Bell, who is identical to Milo 
Bell, and a close associate of Trafficante, (7^5J) 

(956) Connections with Carlos Marcello , — In March 1963, it was 
learned that Dolan had been on a trip to New Orleans and Mississippi. 
It was said that Dolan, while in New Orleans, had spoken to Carlos 
(last name unknown, possibly Marcello), “a big-time New Orleans 
hoodlum,” who told him that the FBI was checking on him and show- 
ing his picture around. (7^5^) 

(957) As stated previously, on May 10, 1963, Dolan had been stopped 
by the New Orleans police in the company of Dimitry Saik, who was 
said to frequent the Town and Country Restaurant owned by Joseph 
A. Poretto, an associate of Marcello. (7^55) On May 21, 1963, it was 
reported that Dolan had a “large score” set up in the New Orleans 
area by a “Carlos” (last name unknown), to take place during the 
week beginning on May 26, 1963. ( 7 ^5<?) On June 1, 1963, Dolan re- 
portedly was in Shreveport, La., to meet this “Carlos” regarding the 
robbery. ( 1257) 

(958) The FBI contacted several informants who vstated it was 
doubtful Marcello would set up a “score” for Dolan. They did state, 
however, that Nofio Pecora possibly might assist Dolan. (7^5^) Pecora 
was a Marcello associate who operated the Tropical Tourist Court 
in New Orleans. (7£5^) On February 1, 1963, a New Orleans inform- 
ant had observed George Fuqua at Martin’s Restaurant across the 
street from the Tropical Tourist Court. (7^^^) A 1964 FBI report 
which listed Nofio Pecora’s known criminal associates included the 
names of Dolan and George Fuqua. {1261) 

(959) Other Connections . — There are several indications that Dolan 
was associated with organized crime individuals during the early 
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1950’s when he was in Denver, Colo. Anthony Colossacco allegedly 
was involved with Dolan in the impersonation case.(i^^^) Colassacco 
was an associate of the Smaldone Gang in Denver. Dolan was 

known to have been at least acquainted with James “The Weasel” 
Fratianno,(i^^^) a known west coast organized crime figure. Stephen 
Sambur, a Los Angeles gambler and hoodlum, observed Fratianno, 
Dolan and Colassacco conferring at the Brown Palace Hotel in 
Denver. 

Association with Jack Rvhy 

(960) When the FBI interviewed Dolan in 1963, he stated he had 

known Ruby since 1957.(7^^^) Dolan stated he saw a lot of Ruby 
when Dolan worked for AGVA. (i^7) He also visited Ruby’s duo 
on “several occasions.” Dolan stated he “had not been in Ruby’s 

club in over a year and he last saw Ruby about 3 months ago at the 
Town and Country Restaurant in downtown Dallas.” (7^6*5) 

(961) When the committee interviewed Dolan, he again admitted 
knowing Ruby. (7^7<?) He could recall two specific incidents that con- 
cerned Ruby and AGVA. The first arose when Ruby wanted a per- 
former to date a customer. While the performer did not want to do so, 
she refused to file a complaint. The second occurred when Ruby hit 
Joe Peterson, the manager of a group that performed a show called 
“Bottom’s Up.” (7^7) Breck Wall ran the group and, in his Warren 
Commission testimony, confirmed Dolan’s account of Ruby’s having 
punched Peterson. Wall added, however, that the AGVA representa- 
tive, James Dolan, sided with Ruby in the dispute. (7^^) He stated, 
“Jack Ruby and Jim Dolan took the show over and made our kids 
perform the show.”(7^J) 

(962) Dolan was also associated with R. D. Matthews, another Dallas 
hoodlum associate of Jack Ruby (7^7^) who was said to be a frequent 
visitor to Dolan’s AGVA office. (7^7J) Matthews also assisted Dolan 
in collecting a “bonus” from a nightclub owner in Hot Springs, 
Ark. (7^^) On May 29, 1963, Dallas police intelligence advised that 
Dolan had recently been in contact with R. D. Matthews, (7^77) al- 
legedly discussing the need for $2,00C to gain the release of their asso- 
ciate, Georg;e Fuqua. (7^5) 

(963) An investigation of telephone calls made by Dolan and George 
Everett Thomas indicated a call was made to the American Bonding 
Agency in Chicago, (7^5) which is operated by Irwin Weiner, a major 
figure in organized crime and the Teamsters. Ruby called Weiner on 
October 26, 1963, and Weiner has admitted previous contacts with 
Ruby. (7^57?) 

Treatment by the Warren Commission 

(964) Dolan was interviewed by the FBI regarding his association 
with J ack Ruby, (7^57 ) but was not questioned regarding his organized 
crime associates or criminal activities. He also was not questioned 
regarding any knowledge of Ruby’s connections with organized crime 
or the Dallas criminal element. 

(965) Dolan was referred to in^two other FBI interviews. In one. 
Jewel Brown stated that Dolan had contacted her in 1959, requesting 
that she work for Ruby at the Sovereign Club. (7^^) Brown workM 
for Ruby for 7 months, but quit as a result of a disagreement regard- 

I , 
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ing Kuby's advances toward \i^i\{1283) At the request of AGVA, she 
returned to the club and completed her contract. . 

(966) In the second interview, Lillian McCardell stated that Bea- 

trice Arnell had informed her that Ruby had slapped her at the 
Carousel. Arnell went to the Dallas Police Department to re- 

port the assault and was told to forget it.(i^^^) She then went to 
Dolan and reportedly was told by Dolan “to forget the incident be- 
cause Ruby had too much on the Dallas Police Department for such a 
trivial charge.” 

(967) As stated previously, Dolan was also referred to in Breck 
Wall’s Warren Commission testimony. {1288) 

(968) There is no indication that any Warren Commission staff 
member interviewed Dolan. He did not testify before the Commission 
and there is no indication that the Warren Commission was aware of 
the extent of Dolan’s criminal activities. 

Other Information 

(969) When Dolan was in Phoenix, Ariz., in 1951, he was observed 
in the company of James Bradley Lee. (7^^^) Lee is identical with 
Eugene Hale Brading, a.k.a. James Braden. (7^^(9) It was the inform- 
ant’s opinion that Brading and Victor Periera might have conveyed to 
Dolan the idea that he could operate successfully as a “con man.”(7^P7) 
When FBI agents attempted to interview Brading, he refused to an- 
swer any questions regarding himself or his associates. (7^5^) Braden 
was detained for questioning in Dealey Plaza on November 22, 1963. 
{1293) 

(970) Interview with Dolan by House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations staff. 
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Kennedy 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

NAME James Henry Dolan Date V9/78 Time 

Address Atlanta Federal Penitenti^gj^^ce Same 


Interview: Prior to our interview with Dolan, an inmate at 

the federal penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia, I conferred 
with his attorney Roger Thompson as to the nature and scope 
of the subject matter to be covered. Unfortunately, Dolan had 
not been explicitly told the identity of the persons coming 
to visit him and was a bit apprehensive about an interview. 
However, once the situation was explained to him and we had 
an opportunity to speak with his attorney, he was very coopera- 
tive. 

Dolan was an ex-fighter (light heavyweight) who had 
served time prior to his obtaining a job in Dallas as the AGVA 
representative in approximately 1957. He Stated that he had 
no connections in getting the job and had an attorney satisfy 
himself that he would not be violating the Landum-Griffin Act 
by accepting the position. 

Basically, he was concerned with enforcing minimum 
standards for entertaining employees in the Dallas area which 
included the strip-tease performers- As a consequence of his 
position, he became acquainted with Jack Ruby whom he described 
as a poor businessman and "bully." 

Interviewer 

Coh n w, H orn be g K 

(Typed) 

Date Transcribed Rife 3/14/78 



44-105 0 - 79-28 
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Two specific incidents caused Dolan to dislike Ruby. 

The first problem occurred as a result of Ruby trying to 
cancel the contract of a Breck Wall show called "Bottcios Up," 

^ fairly well-known musical-style review. During the course 
of arbitration, voices and tempers became raised and Ruby 
suddenly punched Joe Peterson ("a little fairy"), supposedly 
on behalf of Dolan. 

According to Dolan, this one-punch fight was typical of 
Ruby, who had a reputation for "picking his spots" and was 
a real "bully," especially around his club where a lot of 
Dallas policemen "hung out. " 

The second encounter involved a complaint by one of 
Ruby*s strippers who alleged Ruby ordered her to "date" some 
of the customers, which is against union policy. Unfortunately, 
said Dolan, the girl did not file a formal complaint, so that 
the union was unable to take any formal action. 

Ruby had a poor business sense and made some unwise 
decisions when he was "booking" legitimate acts and thus went 
into "strippers" in order to make money. In contrast to the 
Weinsteins who ran a good operation. Ruby's Club did not have 
a great reputation, although Dolan did not have any informa- 
tion re gambling or prostitution. 

As to AGVA problems, Dolan was not aware that Ruby 
would "go over his head" or even knew union leaders. Although 
Ruby frequently talked about his days in Chicago and implied 
an association with people from his neighborhood who had 
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gained a reputation as part of the Ccti?Ri^al element, 

Dolan could recall no specific problem involving the 
use of amateur strippers as the problem was tightly controlled 
by the union and each club was permitted one show per week, 
using non-union talent provided that the winner was given a 
future union contract. 

Dolan had no contract with Eva Grant and thought that 
the Vegas Club did not use "strippers.” 

As to Ruby's slaying of Oswald, Dolan believed that 
.i had an ego drive to impugn people, was an extreme 
"police buff^” had grandiose schemes, wanted to "be a hero" 
and thought he could "get by" with killing Oswald since he 
had made good police contacts. In sum. Ruby was a "sick 
man." Hearsay was that Ruby took "uppers" as he was ex- 
tremely aggressive. Another common story was that Ruby had 
been run out of Chicago by the mob, although Dolan had not 
heard that Ruby was mob-connected in Dallas. Socially, Ruby 
liked to associate with anyone who was a "figure." 

Dolan acknowledged that he was very familiar with the 
gambling "scene" in Dallas which he described as mostly "free- 
lance" with no mob control. He knew that Civello was at 
Appalachia in 1957 but had no real organization of which 
Dolan was aware. Ruby was not a part of the gambling picture 
in Dallas and Dolan could not conceive of Ruby being connected 
to the mob, as he was too erratic and closely associated with 
policemen all the time. 
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We went over the list of names of Ruby associates 
and Dolan commented upon some of them. Certain names 
like Baker, Weiner and Dor f man he recognized as Chicago 
union officials but whom he did not know personally. 

Me Willie was friendly with Ruby and was a ”man 
about town" although usually he was hurting for money. 

His only real "connection" was with Beiny Benion 
in the 1940 's. Dolan understood that Ruby had lent McWillie 
money and that the trip to Cuba in 1959 was to collect the 
sums advanced . 

R. D. Matthews was another well-known gambler, probably 
known to Ruby, since he frequented the "joints" of Dallas. 

Joe Carapisi was a familiar name in Dallas as a 
restauranteur but Dolan had no information as to his gambling 
or book-making. 

H. L. Hunt v;as known as a gambler who had gotten "taken" 
in some card games but Dolan had no specific information. 

He also knew Kirkwood, Bonds, and Jack Todd but could not 
relate any particular association with Ruby. 

Jim Braden, or Brading, was unfamiliar to Dolan until 
I mentioned Phoenix and James Brady Lee, in connection with 
some boxing promotion. Dolan stated that he would be happy 
to identify a photo but he could not be sure that Lee was 
the person also known as Braden. 

We had to leave as the pre-dinner "lock-up" ritual was 
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being observed but Dolan and his counsel indicated that he 
would try and refresh his memory and would contact us if he 
had additional information. 1 stated that we would provide 
a letter indicating that Dolan had been cooperative if 
necessary. 
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KENNEDY 

INVESTIGATION INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
Identifying Information; 

Name James Henry Dolan Date 3/9/78 . «2 ‘ 

Address Atlanta Federal Penlt entiaryPlace Same 

City/State Atlanta, Georgia 

Date of Birth 

Social Security 


a- Present Employment; Inmate , was an AGDA representativ e 
Address Atlanta Federal Penitentiary# Atlanta, Georgia 
Te 1 ephon e 

b. Criminal Record 

1. Arrests 

2. Convictions 

Additional Personal Information ; 

a. Relative(s): Name Knew Ruby^ etc, 

Address 


b. Area frequented : Atlanta , Dallas 

c. Remarks; 

Investigator John W. Hornbeck 


Physical Description ; 

He i ght 

Hei 

Eth - Grou p 


Personal History ; 


Telephone_ 

M or S 

Spous e 

Children 


Color Eyes 


Hair 


Soecial CharacterifitiCB 


Date Typed 3/13/78. Rife 


Form #4-B 
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V. Alexander Phillip Gruber 
Biographical Sunmiary 

(971) Alexander Phillip Gruber was bom February 1, 1911, in 
Chicago, {129 Ji) In the early 1930’s, he moved to New York, In Febru- 
ary 1942, he went to the Los Angeles area,(7^^J) with a short stay 
in Chicago in between. (7^^^) He was married in New York and had 
two children. (i^P7) Eva Grant told the Warren Commission that 
Gruber’s nickname was “Musty.” (7^^^) Gruber, now retired, was 
previously employed as a scrap metal dealer in the Los Angeles- 
Burbank area. {1299) 

The CoTimiittee’^s Investigation 

(972) The materials reviewed by the committee gave no indication 
of Gruber’s financial or social position, nor of his political or law en- 
forcement connections. The committee obtained a copy of Gruber’s 
criminal record from the FBI, which showed a number of theft-related 
arrests and dispositions in various jurisdictions. (7 J6*0) 

(973) Relationship with Rvhy . — Alex Gruber told the FBI that he 
grew up in the same neighborhood as Jack Ruby, went to grammar 
school with him, and even lived with him for approximately 1 year in 
a Chicago boarding house, when they were both about 20 years 
old. (7J^7) Gruber told the committee that Ruby’s father lived in his 
neighborhood, although Ruby did not, that Ruby would hang around 
his neighborhood, and that they became friends (756^) and would go to 
football games and boxing matches. (7.j^^5) Gruber described his 
Chicago relationship with Ruby as “very close.” (7J^4) In his Warren 
Commission testimony Ruby had described Gruber as a “bad kid in 
those days. * ♦ ’*'”(75^5) Following his stint as Ruby’s roommate, 
Gruber moved to New York and lost contact with Ruby. 

(974) The time of Gruber’s next contact with Ruby is uncertain. 
In 1964, Gruber told the FBI that he saw Ruby in 1946 or 1949, when 
Gruber stopped in Dallas en route to Chicago. (7J(>5) This social visit 
was apparently the sole motive for the Dallas side trip. In 1978, how- 
ever, Gruber told the committee that he and another individual were 
on the road selling pots and pans and that Dallas was one of the stops 
on their itinerary. (7^6^) When questioned by FBI agents immediately 
following the assassination weekend, Gruber stated that he had taken 
this trip about 10 years prior, which would place it in 1953. (7J^5) In 
all interviews Gruber has stated that Ruby and he had met at Ruby’s 
nightclub; he told the committee that he had stayed in the club (and 
in Dallas) for only a few hours. {1809) 

(975) ITieir next contact occurred about 2 weeks before the assas- 
sination when Gruber again went out of his way to visit Ruby in Dallas, 
this time arriving from Joplin, Mo. Gruber told the FBI in 1964 that 
he had been in New York attending a relative’s wedding and had then 
gone to Joplin to get information about a carwash facility. (7^7^) In 
1978, Gruber stated that he could not have gone to a wedding at that 
time, but admitted that he was in Joplin, (7J77) Gruber said he de- 
cided to visit Ruby because Joplin was only 100 miles from 
Dallas. {1812) “I don’t know why I went there, really,” said Gruber, “I 
can’t remember. I just went there.” (7J7^) 
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(976) In 1964, Gruber said that he had stayed in Dallas for several 

days, seeing Ruby a number of times, including one visit to the Carousel 
from 6 p.m. until closing. {ISlJf,) Yet in 1963, Gruber had told the FBI 
that he had been in Dallas only 1 night and part of the following 
day. When Gruber and Ruby did meet, they discussed past ex- 

periences in Chicago, Ruty’s business problems involving non-union 
dancers, Ruby’s problems with his sister, and Gruber’s possible involve- 
ment in a carwash facility. (Ruby told the Warren Commission 

that Gruber had also tried to interest Sam Ruby in the carwash en- 
deavor.) (7*^77) Ruby asked if Gruber had any connections with the 
labor union (AGVA), which Gruber did not, {1818) and promised 
to send Gruber a dachshund puppy that he owned. {1319) While in 
Dallas on this trip, Gruber also visited (for the first time) Eva Grant, 
who M^as hospitalized at the time. {1320) 

(977) Gruber called Ruby on the telephone at the Carousel on No- 
vember 17, 1963, at 9 :28 p.m. (iJ*^!) This call lasted 8 minutes, and 
Gruber surmised that it involved the possible purchase of letters for 
the marquee signs at the Carousel from a Los Angeles company, (iJ^^) 
although Gruber's recollection of the call was extremely limited. (7<^^r^) 

(978) Ruby called Gruber following the President’s assassination, 
at 2:37 p.m.(7«^^^) Gruber stated that he received the call 20 minutes 
after the assassination, {1325) but he must have meant 20 minutes after 
he learned of the event if the times are to coincide. This was one of the 
first calls made by Ruby that afternoon, and he v^as very upset. Gruber 
said Ruby sobbed on the telephone v’heii speaking of the assassination 
and finally had to hang up, being unable to continue. In 1963, Gruber 
related this conversation as follows : 

Ruby. Did you hear what happened ? 

Grubkr. You mean the shooting of the President ? 

Ruby. Yes, ain’t that a terrible thing. I’m all upset and my 
sister is hysterical. You don’t know this, Al, but I started all 
my programs with a patriotic number. I’m crying and I can’t 
talk to you anymore. {1326) 

In his 1964 FBI interview, Gruber mentioned that they had discussed 
the carwash business and the dog that Ruby was to send, before the 
news of the assassination was brought up. {1327) In 1978 he stated that 
only the dog was discussed. (7 J^^) Telephone records indicate that the 
call only lasted 3 minutes, ( 7 J^?^) casting some doubt on Gruber’s fuller 
1964 account. 

(979) Gruber had three subsequent contacts by mail with Ruby. The 
first involved the sending of a puppy to Gruber, which Ruby had in- 
structed Andrew Armstrong, a Carousel employee, to take care of 
while Ruby was in jaiL(7r^^6^) The second was a letter which Gruber 
sent to Ruby several months after the Oswald shooting. (7^^7) This 
letter was missing from the Dallas police department files when the 
Committee examined them in 1978. Gruber had told the FBI that in 
the letter he expressed his sorrow over Ruby’s predicament. (75,^^) 

(980) The third mail contact was a letter from Ruby, postdated Feb- 
ruary 4, 1964. It had a return address of 505 Main St., Dallas. In this 
letter, Ruby acknowledged receipt of Gruber’s letter, thanked him for 
it, mentioned the dog, and said he wsus sorry that Gruber had been 
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caused so much trouble as a result of the call made to him November 22, 
Kuby was ostensibly referring to the FBI’s questioning 
(h’uber, but there had also been an anonymous telephone threat at 
12 :45 a.m. on November 25, 1963, at Gruber’s home, in which the caller 
stated ‘‘ask him [Gruber] if he likes livin’.” 

(981) The FBI also investigated another alleged Ruby to Gruber 
telephone call on Sunday morning, November 24, 1963, prior to the 
Oswald shooting. The FBI had received information from the Los An- 
geles police department that the proprietor of a hamburger stand re- 
lated (on November 26, 1963) that a man named Gruber had told him 
of such a c^\\,{1335) The man supposedly said that Ruby had told him 
that he was going to shoot Oswald. Possible verification of the inci- 
dent ^yas a reference to a Gruber-Ruby acquaintance “back East,” pos- 
sibly in Chicago. The proprietor had denied this story when the FBI 
spoke to him on November 27, 1963, and although a different source 
mentioned the same basic story to the FBI, this second source’s infor- 
mation was at best third- or fourth-hand hearsay. Verification was 
not conducted by the Y^l.{1336) Gruber has denied any knowledge of 
such an incident and of any weekend calls from Ruby besides the one 
on F riday afternoon. {1337) 

(982) It is loiown that Eva Grant called Gruber within 10 days of 
the assassination to inquire about the dog and to thank Gruber for his 
visit to the hospital, (i^<f 5) although Gruber had no recollection of 
this call. (i^<^P) 

(983) Despite his relationship with Ruby, Gruber stated that he had 
no knowledge of Ruby’s Dallas associates or activities, legal or other- 
wise. (7^^) He has remarked that Ruby came from a fine family and 
had always been patriotic, (7<^^7) although Gruber never considered 
Ruby to be interested in politics. {131^2) 

Treatment hy the Warren Commission 

(984) The Warren Commission’s treatment of Alex Gruber was at 
best cursory and without any focus, although staff counsels Hubert 
and Griffin wrote a memorandum that referred to the investigation 
of Gruber. ( 7 J-^) Gruber himself was not questioned by the Commis- 
sion. Alice Nichols, ( 7 J^^) Ralph Paul, (7 J^'^) Hyman Rubinstein, 
{ISJfS) and George Senator(7J^7) said that they had never heard of 
him. Earl Ruby knew that Gruber and Jack Ruby had lived together in 
Chicago and that Ruby had called Gruber on November 22.(7J>^S) 
Eileen Kaminsky also had heard of this phone call.(7J4^) As noted 
earlier, Gruber was also mentioned in the Commission testimony of 
Eva Grant and Jack Ruby. ( 1350) 

(985) Deposition of Gruber by House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations staff. 



434 


2 i 


il 



SELECT CO^IMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 


Wednesday, June 14, 1978 


3 ;j ^-oom 42 0 

i| United States Courthouse 

7 I 312 Spring Street 

! Los Angeles, California 

y Examination of Alexander P. Cruber regarding the above- 

10 i entitled natter was conducted in private conference, • 

l! ■ pursuant to notice, at 3:00 p.n. I 

12 ;• APPEARANCES: 1 

12 ;j DONALD A. PURDY, JR,, ESQ,, Counsel, Select Committee! 

:j on Assassinations, U. S, House of Pvepresentatives, 

:j VTashington, D, C. 20515, | 

11 j ALEXANDER P. OP.URER, in pro ner. 
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PROCEEDiriGS 


2 ! VR, PURDY : We are about to begin a deoosition 

3 .before the Select Committee on Assassinations of the U. S. 

4 j House of Representatives. 

5 j My name is Donald A. Purdy, Jr. I am a staff 

a : counsel. I am designated, oursuant to House Resolution 222 
7 land the Committee Rule 4 as a designated counsel with newer 
i to take statements under oath, 

T We are presently in the chambers of U. R, Magistrate 

!C iVenetta S. Tassopulos in the United States Courthouse, 312 

:i 

1! ^Jorth Spring Street, Los Angeles, California. 

:i 

\2 :! Magistrate Tassonulos will now swear the witness. 

:l 

i MAGISTRATE TASSOPULOS: Would you state your name, 

■‘i please, for the record? 

MR. GRUBER: Alexander Gruber. 

MAGISTRATE TASSOPULOS: Hov: do you soell the last 

MR. GRUBER: G-r-u-b-e-r . 

MAGISTRATE TASSOPULOS: Thank you, Mr. Gruber. 

As indicated, I am a United States Magistrate. I 

i|im authorized, oursuemt to 2 8 U. S. Code, Section 6 36 <a) 2 

’1 

■ emd General Order 104 of this Court, which is t.he United 
; States District Court for the Central District of California, 
; to administer oath. 

; Do you wish to take an oath or an affirmation? 


! 


ii 

;hame? 

=i 


( 

! 


I 


i 

1 


i 

I 

I 

I 

I 


i 


i 

) 
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I I MR. GRUBER: It don * t msOce no difference to me. I 

- ' don't even know v:hat it is all about, 

^ i ^1AGISTRATE TASSOPULOS : Do you mind to swear to 

* I God? Well, if you think — 

5 Ij MR. GRUBER: Well, I will swear to tell the truth. 

'i 

3 ij 'MAGISTRATE TASSOPULOS: All right, just a moment. 

0 

7 Ij Well, I will have to administer the oath, then, that you 
5 ’! will swear to tell the truth. 

^ ;| WhereuDon, 


;j ALEXANDER GRUBER 

•' ;j v;as called as a witness herein and, having been first duly 

•1 

'2 ,j sworn, was examined and testified as follov/s: 

\ 'lAGISTRATE TASSOPULOS: You may adjourn now to 

i 

I room 420 — is that correct? — and the deposition will take 
^ 1 place . 


to i (Brief recess.) 

ll 

17 MR. PURDY: We are continuing the deposition now 

1 

13 I in Room 420 of the United States Courthouse. 

;i 

:= i EXA_MINATION 

il. 


70 

71 


:: 

24 


BY MR. PURDY: 

Q I want to make sure that you understand the basic 
groundrules of the deposition. Do you understand that this 
statement is voluntary? 

A What is the matter? 

Q Do you understand that this statement is voluntary? 
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] : A Yes. 

2 ! Q Are you under subpoena at this tine? 

3 I A Not that I knov/ o f , 

4 ( Q Do you understand that you have a right to an 

5 , attorney oresent and that you can bring in an attorney at 
4 j any time? Do you understand that? 

7 A I suppose so, I don’t know. You are telling ne. 

3 ' MR, PURDY: Let the record show that I am giving you 

9 i a cooy of our Committee Rules and House Resolutions 222, 433 

10 : and 760. The rule under v»hich the deposition is taken is 
!1 I Rule 4, vrhich is on page 4 of this first section, and you 
\2 ' are welcome to read at this time if you desire to. 

^3 ' THE WITNESS: Novt you are getting me scared. 

’'i ; MR. PURDY: It is down there at the bottom left, 

15 ; page 4, 

la THE WITNESS: Yes, okay. 

I* i BY MR. PURDY: 

; 0 Have you read the rule and do you understand it? 

; A Yes . 

I Q The entire record of this deposition v/ill be tran- 

;| scribed and we will send you a cony of it so that you can 

I make any corrections you may desire. Okay? 

'’3 ii 

" :j A (Witness nods.) 

!; 

;| Q Would you indicate orally , so she can pick it up 

on the tape, by saying "yes”? 
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A Yes . Yes . 

Q Finally, you understand that this denosition is 
taken under the penalties for perjury? 

A Yes , 

Q Thank you. VJhen did you first get to know Jack Ruby? 

A About 4 0 years ago. I don't know? 

Q Back when you were a kid? 

A Yes . 

Q This was growing up in Chicago? 

A Yes . 

Q You were both in the same neighborhood? 

A I didn't know him growing up in Chicago. I knew 

him when he was about — let us see — about 17 years old. 

Q How did you get to know him particularly well then? 

A Well, he came around the neighborhood. He didn't 
live in our neighborhood. He came around our neighborhood 
and started hanging around there. His father lived in the 
neighborhood. 

Q And had you knovrn his father? 

A Yes. 

Q Just as you would knox^ the — 

A I knew his father better than I knex>r him. 

0 Hox*? did you get to know his father? 

A Kis father was a carpenter. He hung around the 
neighborhood, too. He was a drunk, a nice old drunk. 



439 


1 

2 
3 


5 





a 1 


!0 


!2 


everybody knew him. Papa Joe, they called him. 

Q Was he harmful or harmless? 

A He was harmless. 

0 V/hen Jack Ruby came around, v^hen he was about 17, 

did you become good friends with him at that time? 

A Yes, I did, 

Q What kinds of things would you do together? 

A Go to football games and stuff like that, fights. 

Q Professional fights? 

A I am a sports fan. Yes, Always have been. 

Q So you vrere both big snorts fans? 

A I don't knoi/ about him. I know I was. He was a 


1 3 scalner, 
it 

;j Q Referrino to selling tickets? 

!5 1 A Yes. Always — always that I knew him, he was a 


it 

10 j scalper. 

17 I Q Was that because he was short of money or he just 


i liked it? 


\r 

70 
31 

33 

:i . 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


2z 


;| just got 

ii 

j ° 


Well, that is the way he made a living. 

That is the way he made a living when he was — 
Yes. He didn’t work at that time. 

Okay. How did you make a living at that time? 

I think I lived at home. I went to school, I had 
out of school. 

Was there any fighting in the neighborhood? 
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A V7ell, we all went to fighli.s. We used to fight a littlje 

i I 

i amateurs. tJot him, ! 

■ ! 

I Q He didn't fight? i 

! ! 

j A No. 

I Q Was there any fighting eimong each other in the 

I 

; neiahborhood? 1 

’ I 

, A Well, It IS a rough neighborhood. My neighborhood [ 

! was called the bloody 20th, a rough neighborhood. j 

1 ! 

Ij Q V7as Jack Ruby involved in fights in the neighborhood? j 

Ij A Jack Ruby didn’t live in that neighborhood, 

I Q Well, was he involved in fights in that neighborhood? . 

: i 

A No. He was a docile person in them days. I 

Q So you don't remember him ever being in fights In j 

|i : 

;i Chicago? j 

i A No , no . : 

.j Q Did he do any other activities besides scaloing 

ii 

l| that you knew of? ' 

.I 

jj A V7ell, I left Chicago, i 

. Q When did you leave Chicago? 

i A When I was about 18 years old. I went to New York, 

' I stayed there and I got married there, lived there about 

;j 

j 12 years . 

!j 

j Q VThere did you go after New York? 

] A Huh? 

.! 

,1 

j Q Where did you go after New York? 
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1 • A I think I came back to Chicago and ooened ur> a 

2 '> wrecking yard and I only stayed there about a year or eight 

3 I months or something , I didn ' t work out , 

j Q And then where did you go? 

5 \ A Out here. 

6 ; Q To Los Angeles? 

7 ! A In the Army. 

3 : Q You went in the Army? 

> i A Yes. 

j Q And you served out here? 

i A That was '42. I jumped all the way to '42. I was 

>2 ; married then. 

J Q After the Amy, did you move to Los Angeles? 

! A Yes. ^7ell/ I lived in Los Angeles before I went in 

. the Army. V.y parents lived there since 1926 . 

;f 

: Q Where do you live nov» in Los Angeles? V7hat is your 

! present address? 

? a ' 

: A 1016 North Orange Grove Avenue. 

I Q Is that in what section? 

j A Los Angeles. 

n ] 1 

A V7as Jack Ruby involved in any illegal activies in 

' Chicago during the time you knevr him there when you were both 

' 

;j young? 

2i 

A Just like I say, scalping tickets. 

! Q Did you live with him for a while? 


44-105 0 


79 


29 
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1 A Yes. 

2 , Q About how long? 

3 :j A Oh, maybe three, four months. 

- ■ Q Did he date at that time? 

3 ! A Yes. Yes, he was a hell of a ladies' man. I don't 

0 || know v/hat they liked about him, but he was a ladies' man. 

7 [| 0 Something that he enjoyed more than scalping? 

3 I A I guess so. 

^ ; Q Did he get to know any of the more prominent 

\Q ; Chicago individuals in the neighborhood at that time? 

! ’ ; A Uhat do you mean by prominent? 

‘3 ; Q Well, people that a lot of people knew. 

•• i A I don't think so. He was just the average guy. He 

ij was no — he v;as no real big man or — just an ordinary guy. 

! Q Did he ever collect debts for people in Chicago? 

ll A Hot that I knov? of. That might have been after I 

' j left. I don't knov/ nothing about him. I didn't see Jack 

;1 

® ,| Ruby from the time I seen him vrhen 1 lived with him until 
: maybe 15 years later. 

■ Q Where was it that you sav; him the next tine? 

T 1 ■ 

*' A The next time I saw him, he owned a place called 

I the Silver Spur in Dallas. 

23 'i 

[j Q Approximately v;hat year v/as that? 

24 ij 

I A I haven’t got the least idea. Time is — 

j Q You have, in your previous -- 
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A Novr in there, I seen him fight. I seen him fight 
in that joint. I seen him take three guys on and knock them 
all cold. That is the truth. 

Q In your previous interviews, you have said that the 
next time that you saw Jack Ruby, vrhen he owned the Silver 
Spur — on one occasion you said 1947, On another, you said 
you thought it was 1953. 

A I ain't got no idea. If I said it, I didn't — I 
wasn't sure. 

Q Well, he moved to Dallas in 1947. 

A Yes . 

Q So did you have the impression when you sav/ him 
i that he had been there for a while or just a brief time? 

A Oh, he had been there a while, yes. I think he 
took over his sister's place. Yes, he had been there a while. 

;i 

I Q So you think if you had to choose between 1947 and 

I 1953 , if you assume he moved — 

, A I think I'd say '53, yes. 


I Q Okay. 

A Because he seemed well-acquainted with everybody 
j around there. 

Q Do you know whether or not Jack Ruby knew Lenny 

ii 

:| Patrick in Chicago? 

\ A Lenny Patrick — that, I can't tell you. 

:! 

j Q Did you know Lenny Patrick or ever meet him? 
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A I have heard of him, I don't knovr him. 
Q You never net him? 

A I seen him once, but I don't know him. 

Q Did Jack Ruby know Barney Baker? 

A I don't know who Barney Baker is, 

Q You have never met him? 

A Never heard of him, even. 

Q Did Jack Ruby knov^ Irwin Wiener? 


A 

Q 


0 

'i 

Yarria? 


Never heard of him either. 

Did Jack Ruby know Lewis Cuttner? 

Lewis what? 

Cuttner — an attorney in Chicago. 

I don’t -- I never heard of him. 

Do you know or have you ever heard of Dave or Sam 


I A Yes, I have heard of them. 

i] 

:j 0 How did you cone to hear of them? 

i 

;j A One of then lived out here. I know his wife, 

j Q Do you remember v;hich one that is? 

A I don't know. It is a neohew of his. T don't what 
'I their names are. The other one was suonosed to be a gangster. 
|Ke was supposed to be in with Lenny Patrick is what I heard. 
'But the one I knew out here was — v^as no gangster. He was a 
jbusinessman , 

i 0 Is he living nov;? 
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1 : A Mo , he died. His wife is living, but he died. 

2 ‘ Q v*niat is her first name? Do you know? 

21 A Mo, but her last name is Beal, B-e-a-l, something 

i. \ like that. He used to own a bar on La Brea, the Swanney Inn, 
S ; I think. 

4 I Q What was the nature of your visit with Jack Ruby in 

7 ! what you believe was 1953? 

3 : A Just that I knew him. 

9 ' Q Did you intentionally go to see him? 

10 1 A Mo. Oh, let *3 see. In that year? 

M : Q It was the first tine you had seen him since you 

12 j v;ere kids, 

13 : A Yes. That year, I was going — I was going Bast 

j with another fellow, I don’t remember what we vrere doing. 

11 Q Did you go to a wedding? 


la ; A Mo, wc were selling something on the road, me and 

i this guy, I don’t remember what. I think r>ots and pans, 

•3 I Q Were you going door to door or you had narticular 

! outlets you vrere trying to serve? 


i A 

‘ ; to us . 


Well, we would sell them to anybody that v;ould talk 


j Q VTho was the person that you went with? 

I A Some guy. I don’t even remember his name. I don’t 

l! 

!i even remember his name. 

:l 


22 


Q 


You say you went East. Did you go to Chicago? 
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I A I was going to Chicago, yes. 

I Q Okay. How long did you stay in Chicago? 

A I don’t remenber. 

Q Did you go directly from Chicago to Dallas? 

A No. We stopped in Dallas on the v^ay to Chicago, 

;j We stonoed in Dallas on the way back; I didn't stoo. 

I Q V7hy did you go to Dallas before Chicago? It is not 

it 

I exactly on the way? 

; A Well, we had gone that way. We had gone that v/ay 

; and I told the guy, "I knov; a guy here," and we stopped, 

Q So you didn't make a snecial trip to Dallas? 
i A No . 

i Q Once you were in Dallas, you decided to call him? 

i A Yes . 

• 0 You didn’t call him before you v;ent there? 

■;| A No . 


; 0 Did you have any contact, either by nhone or in 

jV/riting, beta>^een 1931 and that visit? 

A No , no . 

i Q Did you have any communication with any of Jack’s 

'family between that time? 

;i 

'I A No. The only one I knevr was his father, 

j Q You didn't know Earl or Eva or Sam? 

j A No. I knew Sam later, I met Sam — let’s see. I 

,1 

'think I met Saun in Dallas, I don’t think I even knew him in 
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Chicago. 

Q When would you have met San in Dallas, before or 
after the assassination? 

A Now that you mention it, I don't knov/ where I met 
Sam. I don't think I met him in Dallas, even. I don’t 
remember where I met him. In fact, if I bumced into him 

here, I wouldn't knov/ him — any of Jack Ruby's family, exccntj 

i 

his father. 

I 

Q What did you and Jack talk about v/hen you visited \ 
him in 195 3? Did he tell you hov; things v/ere going in Dallas?; 


I didn't have much to 


I don't think I was in there 


24 
•7 e 


two hours at the most, an hour and a half. He got in a fight 
and that was it and v/e left. 

Q Was that the time he hit the three peonle? 

A Yes. 

Q V7as that unorovoked or — 

A No, I think he was right. Personally, I think he 
v/as right. He had this place where you go in and you buy 
set-ups and, say you took a girl with you amd you were sitting 
there and these three guys were abusing the women and Jack 
i| told them — 

Were these employees? 

Jack was talking v/ith us and he says, "See them 
three guys?” He says, "I have warned then already tvro times.” 
He says, "They go around and they grab guys' wives and girl 


Q 

A 
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friends and pull then out of the seat and they dance with thenj 
even if they vrant to or not." He says, "I ain't going to tell 
then again." And then it happened again. He says, "There 
they go again," and he we.nt up and he started fighting with 
them . 

Q How was his financial situation vrhen you saw hin 
in 1953? Was he doing vrell? 

A It looked like a real busy place. 

Q It looked like a decent place? 

A Yes. He had one of them high-class Western bands 
and it v;as a big place . 

Q Hov; did you find him in Dallas? 

A Just by somebody telling me that he owned this. I 
don*t know v;ho told me, but somebody told me that he ov;ned 
a place there. 

Q That was before you v;ent? 

A It was connon knowledge. Everybody that knew him 
knew he had — 

Q Oh. Common knovrledge in Dallas? 

A No, in Chicago or whoever knew him. Anybody that 
knew him knew he had a place in Dallas. 

Q Well, where was your homo in 1953? It v»as in 
Los Angeles? 

A Yes. 

Q And you stopped in Dallas on the way to Chicago? 
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A Yes , 

0 Hov 7 did you hannen to talk to neonle fron Chicago . 
about vrhere Jack vras in Dallas? 

A I don * t know if I talked to peoole in Chicago . I 
talked to people out here. 

Q Who out here knev^ Jack Ruby? 

A Oh, a lot of Doople knew him, 

Q Could you name some of them? 

A Oh, everybody I knew in Chicago knevr him. Everybody 
I knew in Chicago that's out here knew him. 

O Are there many people out here who came from 


12 i* Chicago? 


?2 ;| A We lived in one neiohborhood , Everybody lived in 

Ii 

I'i |j one neighborhood. 

15 ] Q In Chicago? 

la :j A Yes. 

Q Hovf many peonle moved out here from there, from 
that neighborhood? 

A Everybody I know. A lot of them died already. 

Q You can't remember the names of any of them? 

A If I vent to Chicago, I don't think I would know 

two people, because they are all out here. 

Q Do you remember the names of any of the ones that 
moved out here before the assassination? 

I 

j A Yes, I remember a few, yes. 


ly 

20 

21 

23 
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Q ^Vho are they? 

' A The Bernan boys, Solly Berman, Al Berman. They all 

; knew him. Nobody was intimate v/ith him because he didn't 
: live in this neighborhood, see. I am trying to tell you he 
' lived in another neigliborhood , 

: Q Eva lived out here for a while. Did they know Eva? 

i! 

ij A I never knew Eva. I never knew Eva — 

] 

I Q Did the other people from around here that moved 

, from Chicago? 

. A -- until I met her in Dallas the last time I was 

there. Eva worked \^ith a bunch of people from Chicago in 
San Francisco. He asked me about a name, V7hat the hell t-;as 

, that? Oh, Goldsmith or Goldstein. 

:| 

|| Q Frank Goldstein? 

■! A Yes. Nov’ I didn't -- I knew him in '42 or '4- — 

:i 

j when I worked in the shipyards in Frisco. He was in v/ith 

ii 

'I the fellows from around Chicago. Thev all lived in one 

:j 

neighborhood in Frisco, 
i Q And you knew him in Chicago? 

A No. 

:i Q You just knew him in San Francisco? 

■| 

•j A I didn't even know he lived in Chicago, but Eve 
;j Grant told me that she worked with this Goldstein and, oh, 

:| about ten other guys. They used to go in crews. Everybody 
|was broke in them days and they used to go out and sell 
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newspaoers house to house. V/hat do you call it? Subscrip- 
tions -- and they would give them so much, just like neoale 
sell insurance. 

Q And that v/as in — 

A And all that crew was Chicago peonle. I wasn*t 
there at that time. I came just after they quit and the 
war began. T had to start working in the shipyards. 

Q Did Coldstein know Jack Ruby? 

A Yes, I imagine he did. I didn*t knov» Goldstein 
that good. 

Q For how long did you knov^ Goldstein? 

A Personally, probably I seen him five times, six 


12 ; times . 


Q Did you have any business dealings with him? 


;j 


li ;! A No. At that time I don't know v;hat he ’was doing, 

i 




!S 

1 ? 


20 


21 ‘I 
,1 



21 :i 

:! 

22 j 


even. Ke didn't have no money. I think he was working in 
the shioyards too, but then he became a bookl^^Lker. Then I 
heard he had money, but I didn't see him them, 

Q He did that in San Francisco? 

A Yes. Well, I didn't see him then. I left Frisco. 
We lived there one year. 

Q Which year, *45? 

A I can't remember. 

Q *45,, somewhere in there? 

A I really can't remember. Let's see. My kids were 
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my kids vrere about seven, eight years old. That's about 32 
vears ago. ^‘That year vrould that be? 

Q '46. 


A Around there . 

:| Q Okay. You say you don't remember v'hom you went to 

I Dallas with on that 1953 trio. 

■t 

A No. 

Q How long did you stay in Dallas ? 

A Just a counle hours. Just a counle hours. We 
stopped in and the fight kind of upset us and we vrent away, 
i Q Did you do any business in Dallas? 

:l A No , 

Q Did you try to sell ainy thing there? 

;i A No . 

j 0 But had you gone there to sell things? 

,j A No , I just stopped there to see Jack. 

'j 

i Q Well, Dallas is — 

:i 

■| A We were going to sell stuff in any city. It didn't 

matter where we stooped. 

'j 

Q Did you try to sell things along the way too? 
j A Yes, nas stations and farmers and — 

■j Q So in other words, it didn't hurt that you went 

I way out of your way on the way to Chicago? 

A No, Any place we went was all right, 
j Q Was there anybody in particular you were going to see 
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1 ; in Chicago or you just had come from there, so — 

2 i A I really can*t remember, I don*t even remember 

3 ; getting to Chicago; I will tell vou the truth, 1 am getting 
-i 1 kind of senile. I don*t remember what I ate yesterday. 

3 j Q Did you know amyone else in Dallas in 1953? 


7 ! 0 So you didn*t have anyone else to look up? 

3 A I never knew anybody in Dallas, exceot him and his 

^ ; sister , and the first time I met her v;as the second time I 

'Q ; came to Dallas, not the first time. 

j Q Okay. So through this visit in 195 3 , that you say 

'2 ;[ lasted just a counle of hours, you orobad^ly just saw him a 
!| 

:1 couple hours, 
i A That is all. 

1 Q Did you have dinner with him at his club? 


13 

I? 

20 

21 


23 


24 


. A No. 

Q You just came into the club and — 

A Yes. And then the fight started and he vras in the 
■jback room, vrashing. He v/as all black and blue. These guys 
ijkicked him amd I didn’t want to stand there no more. You know, 
jil just left right then. 

'j Q Did you say good-bye? 

:) A Yes. I said to him, "I am leaving." 

■t 

;[ Q Was he oretty much under control after the fight was 


25 ?! 

lover? 
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A Jack was a loner — I will tell you that — v/ith men. 
He was a loner, really, 

O He kind of was on his ovm, then? 

A Huh? 

Q He was kind of on his own, then? 

A Alv;ays. He always v/as , since I always knew him he 
always was. Even when he lived w5.th us, he v^as a loner. 

Q V/ho else was living vrith you and Jack in Chicago? 

A Well, it wasn't -- they didn't live there, actually. 

Guys cane around there. They didn't actually live there. 

We lived by the beach. Him and I lived by the beach and 
guys v;ould cone from t^ie beach, change their clothes and go 
out to the beach and stuff like that. 

Q irhen was the next time you saw Jack Ruby after the 
1953 visit? 


j A That was the tine -- I think that v/as a v/eek before 

■' the President got killed, 

Q So it was Nobember of 1963? 
j A A week, two v/eeks, something like that, yes. 

i Q What took you to Dallas on that occasion? 

'j A V7ell, now I can remem.ber what haopend, Nov^ I can 

;j 

I tell you, because it brings it back. I told Jack Ruby about 

J 

I a — when I -- while I v/as sitting, talking v/ith him, before 
I this beef started — 


Q 


This is 1953? 
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A Yes. 


Q Okay . 

A Some guy told me about laundromats here. You see 

them all over now, but at that time there v/ere none here, 

Q In Dallas? 

A In here, this city here. 


(I 

7 ;l 


Q 


I see . 


3 ;i A There were no laundromats. And then some guv in 

y ‘j Ingle'.^food — I found out about it. I think it was a doctor 
10 ' and he had seven of them. And somebody told me about him; 
n I he heard about it and he says they are money-makers and nobody 

i knows about it because it is a -- if you look at it, it looks 

:i 

'1 like a nlace that is star*/ina. You knov;, you don * t see — 

ii 

?«i ■ so cinyT^ay, I investigated it and I found out about it, but I 

i 

Ij ! didn't have no money of my ovm . And when I v.^as going through 
Dallas, I told Ruby about it, then not knovring -- but I found 
'j out later — his brother, Sammy, onened four of them nlaces 
•S I made a lining out of them. That is what he did for a 

living. That is what Jack told me the second time I seen him. 
iC ! Q He told you that in 196 3 about the laundromats? 

' A No. I told it to him in *53, the first time I seen. 

-- 1 

-- :jhim. 


j Q Okay. You talked about the laundromats the first 
;;time you saw him in Dallas, which was 195 3? 

\ ■ Yes . the second time when I v.^as there , he 



456 


1 ‘ called un his sistcr-in-law and I don't knov^ if they were 

2 : feuding or something, but she wouldn't tell him where Sammy 

3 jl was and he told -- he told her that the cuy that told him 

4 I about the laundromats was here and he had a better thing than 

5 3 the laundromats . 

i ij On the way through, I seen a bunch of cars standing 

7 || in a line and I follov;ed these cars. It looked like a movie 
3 ! drive-in and they were all going in these quarter vrash. You 

‘j 

; ! could — you know, v;here you wash your car for a quarter, 
to ^ That never was out here either. So I walked up to a guy and 

ii 

M :j he told me about it. He says -- he says, "I run this. I 

\2 ii have this territory." So I says, "V?ell, I am from California.' 

j 

;i So he says, "Do you v;ant to get the concession for these 

I So anyway, he took me where they manufacture them 

|l 

’5 ! and I talked to the o'^mer and he give me a bunch of -- what 

i 

U J do they call them? Booklets, anyway. 

17 I O Brochures or something? 

■ 3 j A Brochures aibout his business, you knov/, about this 

I business. ^oid I got a friend there, ovtis a store and got 
' money, owns a business, and I told him about it. Ke says, 
j "Gee, it sounds like a good thing," and he was in with a 
I builder. So he says, "I v/ill write the guy a letter," and he 
filled out, told him he is vrorth a half a million dollars, 

I the other guy; they owned property and everything. And he 

- i i 

i told ne if they get it, he v/ould let me run it and I would be 
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1 j a oartner. They v/ould out uo the money and the builder would 

2 build the things and they v/ould buy the equinment. 

3 i Anyi\»ay , the guy sent him back another brochure about 

^ ■ his education. The guv got mad and tore it up and he says 

; ; the heck with them. He says, "Anybody could have a half a 
^ [ million dollars and a guy wants to know how much education." 

7 ! He says, "I don't want to talk to hin." And that was the 
3 ' end. 

9 ' Anyv;ay , that is what I told Jack about these here 

10 I things. They hadn't ever come out here. The guy took me 
M ■ around — 


12 || Q t^at v;as his name? Do you remember? 

!3 i| A Who? 

!<i ij Q They guy in Dallas — 

15 ! A These here — 

la i Q — who told you about the — 

1" I A It wasn't in Dallas. This wasn't in Dallas. I 

13 ; think it was in — before I hit Dallas, some state before 
J? ; I hit Dallas . 

Q Oh, So you told Jack about it v^hen you got there? 

! 

A Yes, that I had seen it and I shovred him the brochure^ 

t 

. The guy aive me quite a bit of them and I shovred it to him and 
; I told him, "Maybe you v-ould be interested in that. You 
; could start it here . " 

I Q VIhere did you talk to him about that? Was that at 


20 
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the club? 

A Yes . 

Q What club was that? Was that the Carousel? 

A Yes. I stayed across the street for two days, in 
that hotel ricrht across the street. I think I stayed there 
two days . 


9 '1 


!Q 


1 


12 


HOw did you hanoen to go to Dallas in 1963? 

I was on ny way to Los Angeles. 

You were coning from Mev^ York? 

I was coning from Chicago. 

Why v;ere you in Chicago? 

I really don’t knov;. I have brothers there. All my 
>3 relatives were there at that time. 

u Q Does it refresh your recollection to know that you 

J 
• I 

; had gone to a v;eddinc in Mew York and 'were coming back? 

I A From a wedding? !Jo . That couldn’t be true because 

I I would have had my wife with me. I might have said that, but 
that ain ’ t true . 

;! Q Do you remember stcpning in Joplin, Missouri to check 

\ on this can*»ash? 

:| • 

j A That is where it was, Missouri. That is where it was. 

Q Okay. Well, how did you happen to go to Dallas from 
Joolin, instead of going directly to Los Angeles? 

A I don’t really knovr. I will tell you -- the car that 
I was driving broke down. 


24 :I 
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1 : Q Where? 

2 ' Jonlin, Missouri. I vra.s driving a Cadillac 

3 i across for somebody, for some comoany. 

4 j Q Were you with anyone? 

I 

5 i A No , I was alone. And I figured I would just go see 

^ i Jack, I guess. I don't know why I v:ent there, really. I 

7 ! can't remember. I just went there. 

3 ; Q Did you have any business in Dallas? 

5 ! A ^!aybe I went to tell about this thing. I don't knov/. 

;o ; Q Did you have any business in Dallas? 

!i ■ A No. 

it 

\l ; 0 Did you tell him about this carvrash business to 

ij ;j interest him in it? 

I A Yes, actually him. I didn't know about his brother. 

I.-: 1 1 really didn't knov^ that his brother had the laundromats. I 
’i 'j didn't know that. 

I Q You mean since you had seen Jack in *53 — 

'! 

; A Maybe I did know that. I don't knov:. 

i Q — since you had seen Jack in '53 that maybe he had 

i money that he might want to invest in something like that? 

; A Yes. 

■i 

ij Q So that car broke down. Did vou drive that car from 

‘*2 ;| 

.jJonlin to Dallas? 

,j A No. They give me a different car. The man there 

iwhere — that took the car in to reoair it — that could be 
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easy retraced because the Cadillac dealer is still in business^ 
i Q VThat dealer? I 

I A I hear him on the air all the time, 

j Q In Los Angeles? 

i A Yes. I think he is in Culver City or somev/here, 

■ ■ I 

I somewhere like that on .the v:est — he is the guy that adver- j 
; tises he has got all the cars on the roof. I don't knov; if 
you have heard that advertisement, 
i Q Did you let Jack Ruby know in advance that you were j 

i coming to see him in 1963? Weren’t you — 1 

^ . I 

I A I don’t even knovr where to send him a letter. j 

.1 I 

j Q VTeren’t you afraid that he \;ouldn't be there vrhen you \ 

J i 

■j went there? | 

■1 A Didn't make no difference, really. | 

i ‘ 

:| Q VJell, Dallas is pretty far out of the way from Joplin | 

I 

i to Los Angeles. ' 

‘i ; 

,j A I don’t know. VJhat time of the year was that? Was ! 

;i • 

■! it winter? ! 

» i 

. 1 ! 

^ ii Q !Jovemberr fall, 1 

^ • A Well, probably I went that way on account of the cold or 

■ something. I went the southern route. I don't know. I 

’I 

I really don't know. j 

:| Q But it is your present recollection that you went 

Jjust to see Jack? 

,i 

A Yes . 
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1 ! Q Was Jack Ruby surnirised to see you? 

2 I A Not over-nuch so. I guess a lot of guys dronoed in 

2 ] on him. 

4 i Q This v^as only the second time you had seen him in 30 


5 i years . 


6 


IQ 

I ! 


12 


13 

!4 

!i 

16 


!3 


A Yes, Well, he didn't — I don't remenher how he 
reacted, truthfully. He didn't throvr hisself all over me, if 
that is v^hat you mean. 

Q Did you visit him in his anartnent or did he visit 
you in your motel? 

A I never seen his apartment and he never seen my hotel 
room. I just visited him in the club. 

0 You say you v/ere there maybe two nights? 

A Th*;o days, yes, tv;o nights, whatever it was. 

Q Did you go to the club just one time or more than 
once? 

I A I think I v»ent there every day I was there. 

Q So you think it was at least two evenings you v/ent 


; there? 

I A Yes. 

'■ 'i Q How long did you stay each evening? 

- A Oh, once I went to eat with him, 

I Q At the club? 

; A No, we went outside to some restaurant. I don't think. 

t ' 

7 - ,1 

|he had food in the club. I don't remember. 
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1 i Q Was the restaurant nearby? 

2 t A Yes, I thinh it was. V?e v^alhed over. I think it 

3 ij was in the hotel. 

i ; 0 Did you go with anyone else? 

5 ' A No, just hin and I. 

o i Q Did you discuss that business, the carwash business 

7 • idea, with anyone else — 
a j A No. 

9 i Q — in Dallas? 

IQ ; A No . I don*t know nobody in Dallas. 

!: 1 Q When you v^ere talking to Jack about it, did he talk 

12 ■ to anyone else? Did he call anyone about it? 
i2 i A Called his brother. 

I- I Q His brother Sam? 

li ;j A Sam. And then his wife ansv»ered. She v^ouldn’t nut 

'J 

U j him on the phone. I don’t knov; — like they were feuding. 

•/ : Q So you didn t meet with Sam then? 

^8 : A No. 

! Q Did you ever meet v;ith Sam about it? 

i A Did I ever talk to him about it? 

' Q Did you ever meet v;ith him about it and talk with 

I him about it? 

;j A No. I don't think I knew him. I will tell you the 

24 i 

;[ truth. I might have seen him once in my vrhole life. 

1 ' 

I Q Was there anything else that you and Jack Ruby did 
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on that visit to Dallas besides cat and soend sone tine at 
the club? 

A Nothing, no. I never seen his house or nothing. 

Q Did he try to interest you in any business deals? 

A No. The only thing that haopened while I was there - 

he had trouble with the two guys next door to hin. He asked 
me if I — he told me — here is the way he explained it to 
me. He said that they all had amateur nights and they were 
turning pro and they wanted — they didn*t want the amateurs 
no more and they had agreed that they would not use no auna- 
teurs. They \\rould take girls that belonged to the union or 
something. I don't know what it was. And he says, "Now that 
I quit and I got professionals," he says, "they still got the 
amateurs . " 

So he asked me if I knev/ any union people in LA that 
could intercede because — I don't know -- they v;ere union 
houses and vrhile I was there, he called Nev; York, some guy 
I he knew — asked him if he could help him. 

Q Do you knovr whom he called in New York? 

A No, I don't. No, I don't, I don't even know if he 

called a union guy or who he called. Now most of tlie time 

that I was there, Johnson was there, the guy that v;orked for 

him. I think I talked more vrith him than I did with Jack 
because Jack was always doing something, talking to somebody 
jon the ohone or — 

I 
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1 ij Q Was that Joe Johnson, entertainer? 

i 

2 'I A No, no. This guv worked for hin. Is that is name, 

Johnson? 

0 Was he vrhite or black? 

A Black. Black. He h 2 indled the money for Jack and 
i ) everything. When we would go out, vrhen Jack would close that 
7 i place ud , this colored guy out the money there and the gun 

3 : there, leave it on the table for Jack to take to the bank. 

9 j Q Do you remember whether it was during the day or at 

!0 j night that Jack called New York about the union problem? 

!I ! A Was it the day or the night? 

12 Q Certainly, if he called the guy at the office, he 

13 ; would have called during the day. 

!«i ; A Yes. I don’t think he called the guy in an office. 

li \ I don't really know. I don't know.' It v/as night. I an 

ij 

jj pretty sure it was night. 

:! Q Did he get any letters or telegrams about the union 

: problem while you v^ere there? 

i A No, nothing. Then he had a beef, too. He had to 

go to court vrhile I was there. 

; O Was that with one of his entertainers? 

i A Yes. She exposed herself or something and he kicked 

'’3 ' 

‘ I her out. 

; Q Had he wanted to fire her anyv^ay — 

“'I A I don't knov?. 
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Q — because of her big salary? 

A I don't know, I never seen the girl, 

O He never said that to you? 

A Well, no. He told me — he told ne she — she 

tried to — he said she's trying to close this olace up. 

Maybe they had a financial disoute and then he said she was 
trying to get him closed ud. That is what his story was. 

Q Do you remember Jack calling Bobby Taye in Mew York 
City about the ACVA oroblem? 

A Could be. I don't knov' who he called; absolutely I 
don't know. 

Q Did you ever know Joe Glazer in Mew York? 

A Mo. 

Q Do you knov7 if Jack called him? 

A I wouldn't knovr. I don't know the name of the person 
he called. I wasn't that interested, I v/ill tell you, to 
listen to his conversation, but I know he called Mev: York. 

Q Was he oretty unset about it? Was it hurting his 

1 business a lot? 

A Oh, yes, he was unset aibout it. 

' Q Was it hurtina his business? 

■! 

j A Yes, he cursed then neople and all that. He was — 

Ij I don't know if it done anything to his business. I didn't 

;j see much of his business, I will tell you the truth. I don't 

!i 

:| think I hung around there all the time. 
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Q Well, vrhen you say you talked about hin discussing 
the oroblen with the union, you said that he and the two 
oeople next door -- Abe and Barney Weinstein? 

A I don't knovf then. I just knew that there were 
other Dlaces along — 

Q The conoetitors ? 

A Yes. I didn’t know them. 

Q You got the impression that the comnetitors had 
agreed v7ith Jack that they would all stoo the cLmateur nights? 

A Right. Right. 

Q VThy would they agree to something like that? 

A I don't know. I don't know vhy. I don't know. 

Q Did you have the imnression that Jack had communi- 

cated directly with his comnetitors about it? 

A Mot V7hile I v»as there* He might have before because 
they — that was a -- already had nassed all that when I come 
there. He vras trying to get help. 

Q Did you know Janet Conforto? 

A TVho? 

Q Ja.net Conforto. 

A Is that a man or a — 

0 Jeda? 

A Never heard of her. 

Q One of the entertainers he was having problems with. 

A What is her name? 
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Q Janet Conforto. 

A You know, I got her oicture at hone on that little 
oostal card, but it don't sound like that nane. 

Q Was it Little Lyn? 

A I vrouldn't knov^. I would have to look at the card. 

I got it at hone. 

0 Did you see any oolice officers in Jack's club while 
you vrere there? 

A Mever. 

Q Did he ever mention how his dealings were with the 
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!i police? j 

’ j 

• A Never. He told me he was in good v;ith — oh, I v/ill j 

■) j 

;j tell you v;hat happened. He did tell no about the police. He [ 
] said he had a fight with some ex-fighter and he took a pistol. 

ii 

;! The guy called him up, called him dirty names, Jew and all i 

;i ^ ! 

^ that there, and told him to cone dovTi to some restaurant ‘down- i 
i town. And all the employees heard it or something and when he j 
i walked out, they called the police and vrhen Jack got there, | 


I 


the police took the pistol avray from Jack and Jack beat the 
hell out of this guy. 

Q The police just let him do it? 

A Oh, yes. They let him fight fair. 

Q Did you get the impression as to vrhether or not Jack 
was having any problems v.^ith police enforcing rules very 


25 


Strictly? 
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No. 

Q Or nroblems v’ith curfevs? 

A My idea of v/hat he -- that he was in with all the 
DO lice, that he had done then favors and — I don't knov», but 
if you OT-m a bar, any bar in any city of the United States, 
you cater to all the no lice because they are the ones that 
close you un if there is a beef in your place or something, i 

so you cater to all of them in every city of the United States,! 

1 

so I guess he was in with the nolice. j 

0 VThat else did you and Jack discuss besides the union 
nroblems and this business onoortunity? 

A Well, he told me — oh, he told me about his sister’s 
place, the other nlace, and we v;ent over there. 

Q The Vegas Club? 

A I guess that was it. It was a different tyne of 
place, dancing, just dancing, that’s all, with a Dixieland 
band or something like that, and that is v;hen I met Eve, That 
is the first time I ever mot her. 

Q Vlas her club going v/ell? 

A I don’t knov". There didn’t seem to be any neonle in 
there when I came there. 

Q Did you go there during the wee?< or on a V7eek-end? 

A I don’t remember. 

0 V7as Jack's club going better than hers? 

A Well, he didn't complain about his club. I don't know!. 
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I don*t even — I remenber one time I saw a little something. 

• I don’t go in for that. I might have walked out while it was 
! going on or something, I don't remember. 

. O How did Jack's financial situation differ, if at all, 

I bet^'^een 196 3 and 1953, v/'hen you had been there before? Was 
the club going v;orse? V7as it going better? Was it a higher 

I quality? 

:i 

A This vras a different club. 

I Q Right. 

I A This was a higher quality club. I don't knovr. I 

: would call it a higher qualitv. 

. Q Was it your imnression that he was doing better than 

j he had been? 

ij A Yes, yes. 

i 

;; 0 Did he complain at all about money? 

I A Mo. ?Io, he didn't. 

; Q Did he have any ideas as to some things you should 

■1 

ij invest in? 

;| A That I should invest in? I didn't have no money to 

I invest in anything, so -- 

•i Q T-rhat was his reaction when you suggested that he 

jmight want to get into this carr^ash business? 

‘I 

; A Well, right away he got on the ohone and called his 

brother, as soon as I showed him or exolained everything, told 

,1 

,! 

Ihin hovr the oeople were waiting in line to get in this joint. 

I 
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1 I It really looked like something. There v;as a line about two | 

■: i 

7 ; blocks long waiting to get in this place. I think it was the ■ 

') I 

2 I first one because the man that opened it vras standing there. \ 

X > I spotted him right away. You knov^, he v/as dressed ud. He | 

I ‘ I 

5 I was an elderly fellow and he vras vratching the proceedings. ! 

3 i| Q Did Raby mention that he might file a lawsuit against 

7 j his conneti tors? 

a ! A No , no , 

7 i) 0 Did he mention that he had gone to New York City or 

to would go to New York City to try to do something about it? 

li 

!; ![ A No. No, he didn't discuss that vrith me. 

*2 ! Q Did you discuss your past experiences in Chicago at 

!3 ; all in the 1963 visit? 

i{ A T v^uldn ' t really knov^. I vrouldn't remember. 

i 

'i \ o Did you get the impression that Jack had visited 

;i 

Ic j Chicago on occasion in the previous years? 

1' || A I don't know. 

•3 I Q Did he discuss vrhy he moved to Dallas? 

A Well, the v^ay I heard it — he had trouJ^le with his 

,1 

:| brothers, the older one. 

ii 

•‘ ! 0 Hyman or — 

•{ 

ij A They were in business together. 

‘'2 'i 

* j Q Hyman or Earl? 

;| A Earl. I think it was Earl; I don't know, 

; Q Earl Products Company? 

j 
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A Yes. They had some kind of business and I guess 
Earl v/as — had the most authority in there and they oaid 
Jack off and kicked him out or something, bought him out or 
something. That is when I heard he went to Dallas. I don't 
knovr v;ho told me these stories. You meet peonle in your life- 
time. I mean you are talking about a lot of years. 

Q Do you know why he v/ent to Dallas? 

A Well, I guess to get in with his sister. I think his 
sister couldn't handle these guys. You know, they got rough 
kids there in Dallas. 

Q Had she had some trouble there? 

A I don't really know. I don't really knov.», *laybe 
she told me that. I don't knovr. 

Q Did Ruby mention any olans he had for either nev; 

clubs or new businesses or anything like that? 


la ;j A No. 


; Q Did he mention any goals that he had? 

; A Any goals? 

; Q Goals . 

1 A No. No. The only thing he really told me about was 

|the trouble with these guys, that they agreed to do one thing 
and they changed their mind and that was his big problem. 

:j Q Did you understand that the union had changed the 

.jrules or just that the comoetitors — 

'! 

i A No, these — that they made an agreement between them. 

1 
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That is the way I renenber it, I don't knov». 

Q So he was mostly mad at them? 

A Yes , 

Q ^^as he mad at anybody else? 

5 I A Not that I know of, 

^ I Q ^'Hiy \'rauld he call somebody in Nevr York, if his 

7 1 competitors in Dallas had broken an agreement with him? 

3 A I don't knovr. Through the unions, I guess. These 

? : unions VTork all together. 

to ; Q Do you know or did you know anyone associated with 

11 I that union, the Ajnerican Guild of Variety Artists? 

12 ! A (Witness shakes head.) 

13 Q No? 

!4 ij A. No. 

0 V7hat else did you do in Dallas on the 1963 visit? 

Did you go anyv’here else? Did you see any shoves? 

A I nrobably looked around the tovm. I don't know, 
i] I don't remember, really. I v/ill tell you the truth; I don't 
know . 

Q Did you meet any of Jack Ruby's friends? 

A No, no. "et a counle of girls in the club and this 

I 

;j colored fellow, that is about all. 

'’3 i | 

• ;j Q Did you snend a lot of time with Jack Ruby those tv7o 

I or three days? 

! A I think I spent most of the time right in the club. 
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! . Q And you said that he — 

' I 

2 i A Probably slent late because I staved late there and — i 

; ‘ I 

3 j Q You had said earlier that he soent a lot of tine j 

! ^ I 

i tending to business while you were there. * 

5 ; A Yes, 

o 1 Q So would you say you had a lot of tine to talk to 

7 1} hin? 

j 

3 :! A Well, he was doing things. I don't renenber nov;, but 

ii 

5 )i he v^as doing a lot of things vrhile I was there, filling boxes 

10 i v?ith Cokes and telling this guy what to do and all that. I 

11 ! mean I didn't bother him. 

\ Q VJhnt contacts, if any, did you have with Jack after 

'3 : you left in 1963? 

i A Just teleohone conversations. 

li ; Q V?hat were the circumstances surrounding the first 

ji 

la ii contact and when was it? 

A It was — v»hen I left then, he asked me -- on the 

i 

marquee, he bought letters, you knovr, about this big. He said ! 

he bought them through an agency that — the factory was here j 

i 

I in LA, I think I still got it at hone. He gave me a samnle ! 
!i letter and asked me could I get for him at cost over here, and 
! he told ne which letters he wanted, you knov?, what he should 
I use mostly. And I went up to the place and they told me they 
; don't sell individuals, that they sell direct to these outlets.. 

I And he had a dog for me and I didn't want to teUce the • 

! 
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dog then because — I don't remember why, because the car 
wasn ' t nine or something . I didn ’ t want to dirty the car . 

But he said he v^ould send him to me as soon as he got a box 
or something to shin him in . 

Well, then he called me and the FBI — I told then 
that. They could have verified it at the tine, Ke called 
me about 20 minutes to a half-hour after the President was 
killed, but I seen it on T/ and I haooened to see it. 

Q Well, let me ask you this: prior to the call on the 
day of the assassination — 

A Yes. I never heard — 

Q — between the time that you left Dallas for Los 

Angeles and the day of the assassination vrere there any phone 
calls? 

A No, not that I remember. 

Q Didn't you have to call him to tell him about the 
letters on the sign? 

A I might have called him for that. I don’t remember. 

Q Because the record indicates that on November 17th, 

1963, in the evening, you called him at 9:28 at the Carousel 
Club — 

A Could be . 

Q — and talked to him for eight minutes. 

A I told him I couldn't get them signs. 

0 There is no indication as to what you discussed. 
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1 I A Probably that is all I could discuss with him. That 

2 .] was it. 
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Q IThat was the olan about the dog? VThen vou left, did 
you just have the innression that it was going to show uo one 
day or were you going to — 

A No, no, no, no. He gave the dog to some actress or 
something, some person — I don't know — lived in the hotel 
and they couldn't keep him in the hotel and they guy's wife 
: was comolaining. The dog was eating her shoes and her socks. 

So he gave him back to Jack. Now Jack had his own dog, the 

' mother of this dog. In fact, the dog just died about eight 

; months ago. I had him all these years and you know, 1 started 

; playing with this dog. I said, "Gee, they are nice dogs." So 

1 he says, "V7ell, if you want one, you can have this one here, 

j! 

j the little one," and I told him that I vrould love to have him, 
jj but 1 couldn't take him with me. If he v/ould ship him to me, 

: I would nay the expense, which he did — not he did, but that 
j guy Johnson did, I think. 

Q So you expected that one day you would get a notice 
i that the dog had shown uo? 

' A Yes . 

Q He wasn't going to call you that it was coming or 
; write you that it was coming? 

A I think he was in jail already. 

I Q No, I mean when you left Dallas what was your 


;t 



476 


understanding as to when you vTJuld hear about the dog next? 

A I don't knov;, I don't really knovr. 

Q But you had the imnression that he vras going to ship 


it to you? 


J 


A Yes. ’ 

Q And 30 that you would get it — you didn't have to 
do anything. You didn't have to send the money first, did you*' 
A No, no. I don't think I ever sent him any money. He 
just shipped it and that vras it. 

i 

Q Okay. So you checked on the sign, the letters for j 
the sign? j 


A Yes , I v;ent to the company . 

Q And he was going to do something about shinning the 
dog. Those v/ere the only two things that were left up in the 
air? 


\ 

I 

! 

i 


i 

i 


A That is right. 

Q Was there anything left up in the air about the car- 
vrash business, that Sam would call you or you v»ould call Scun? 
A Mo , no , 

Q That was just kind of dropped? 

A No conversation about that. 

Q Did it look like that would — 

A Because he had the brochures. He could have done — 
he could have done that hissclf. He didn't talk to me about 


i 

I 

i 


1 

i 


it. 
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0 ^5o it vrasn*t a question about him going into business 

with you? I 

I 

i 

A no . I 

I 

0 It was just you gave hin the brochures and — I 

A I didn*t have no money. In fact, 1 was telling some-! 

i 

body else — I told the man at that v:ash that I had somebody 
in LA that might nut up the money if the nroposition looked 


3 ! right to him, I says these neonle do them kind of things. Th^y 


9 

10 
j I 
t2 

13 

U 

15 

\6 

\7 

18 

19 

20 
V 

:3 

26 


are builders and — 

Q Were you hoping that San would be interested in 
investing money in that kind of a business? 

A It didn*t make no difference to me. 

0 It wasn*t going to be a situation where you would 
ran it and he would invest the money? 

A No. I didn't even know Sam, as I told you. 

Q Okay. The call on November 17th, 1063 — v»hat is 

your best idea as to what that call would have been about? 

You had called him — 

A ;yhen I called him? 

Q At the Carousel Club at 9:28 n.m. 

A I probably told him that I couldn't get them things, 

then letters . 

Q Did he ask you to do anything else about that? 

A Ho. 

Q Did he mention the union nroblem he v^as having? 
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1 ; A No. 

2 i Q Did he mention the dog? 

A I don ’ t knov:, I can ' t tell you for sure . 

i 

Q Do you have anv recollection of how his attitude was?! 

1 

Did he sound different? I 

I 

A I don't remember that call. I will tell you the Ood*^ 

j 

truth. I don't remember that call. If I called him, that is 1 

3 ; what I called him for. I don't remember even talking to him. 

9 I Now the second time I remember, but that time I don't remember ^ 

10 j It ain't clear in my mind what I talked to him about. 1 

n ! Q That would have been a Sunday night. 

12 i A Yes. Well, that don't bring back nothing. 

12 ; Q Okay. You mentioned the call shortly after the 

assassination. 

A Right . 
lo |j Q Who called whom? 

ij A He called me. 

Q And what did he say? 

A He told me about the dog, I think. I don't know 
I if he mentioned the letter, but I think he talked about the j 
• dog, and he never mentioned, until the end of the conversation- 
^ Then he says, "^That do you think of somebody shooting the i 

; President? Ain't that a terrible thing?" And he started 
; crying. He started crying. He says, "I can't talk to you," 

25 ; 

and he hung un. 


!8 i| 
;i 
:l 
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Q So it is your belief that it v»as a fairly brief 
phone call? 

A Yes, it vras a brief phone call. And I told the FBI 
at the tine, if they, want to verify that, ny wife called me 
from work and told ne about it and I says, '*Yeah, I know 
about it." I told her a guy called me from Dallas and told 
me about it and I says all of a sudden he started crying on 
the phone. And my v;ife told all the girls in the nlace about 
this Ruby, They didn't know Ruby. I told the FBI at the 
time, I savs, "If you want to verify, go over to my vrife*s 
place and ask these girls. They were there at the time ny 
wife called me to tell me about it." 

Q Did Ruby mention anything besides just the assassina- 
tion or did he mention hov/ he felt about the President? 

A I can’t remember his exact words nov», but I knov; he 
j felt real bad about it. He cried and hung up. He couldn’t 
: talk. I don’t remember the exact conversation now. 

I Q Did you say he mentioned the dog in that call, too? 

! A I don’t know. I don't remember, 

i Q Did he mention the carwash business? 

I A Oh, that call was — he mentioned the dog, yes. That 
■call there, he mentioned the dog. 

i| 0 And he said he was going to send the the dog as soon 
i as he could? 

A Yes . 
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Q Did hs say what was holding hin un? 

A No . 

Q Did he nention the carv^ash business? 


A No, 

Q In your interview in 1964, you said that he did dis- 
cuss the caiorash business in that call. 

A And if I said it, he did. I don * t renenber. 

Q You don't remember? 

A I don't see why that is so important if he said it 
or if he didn't. I don't remember. 


You sent ^uby a letter in prison. Is that correct? 
Yes . 

Aporoximately how long after he shot Oswald v;as that? 
I think he was in orison for a months already when 
I sent it. I got a return letter from him, too, at home. 

Q Basically what did you discuss in the letter? 

Just that I was sorry he got in all that problem. 

Did you thank him for the dog? 

Yes, I did. 

Did you save a copy of the letter that you got? 

Yes. I got his letter, yes. 

You have his letter. Wliat did he talk about? 

Can you believe I forgot v;hat it says in the letter? 
il haven't looked at it in so long. I showed it to these tv/o 

i 

fellows . 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 


A 

O 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
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1 i 0 Al and Joe? 

2 : A Yes. They read it. I gave it to them to read. I 

3 j should have brought it v:ith me. I haven't looked at it in so 

4 i. many years I don't remember vdiat it says^ only that it v»as a 

i 

5 ;j veiry nice letter. 

0 ;| Q Did he mention In there any of his reasons for what 

7 ij happened? 


3 ; A 

5 i Q 


tO ; letter? 


! 1 
12 
n 


A 

Q 

A 


Q 


Ic 


A 


17 


18 


Q 

A 


17 


Q 


20 


A 


21 


'' i! 

24 ii 

;! 

'! 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


No/ no. 

Do you think you could send us a Xerox coTsy of that 
Think I could do what? 

Could you send us a Xerox cony of that letter? 

Could I send you a Xerox cony? VThere are you at? 

I can give you our address, the Committee. 

Did he call you at all from orison? 

No. I didn't know he could call. 

Did you ever visit him there? 

No. 

Never? 

(Witness shakes head.) 

Did you go to his trial? 

(Witness shakes head.) 

Could you indicate by saying "no"? 

No. 

All right. Did you do any favors for Ruby, help rais4 
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money for the defense fund or help get him a lawyer? 

A Nothing, nothing. No. 

Q Did any of the family ask you to? 

A No, I didn't see his family. 

Q Did you ever, at any time, loan money to Jack Ruby 
or did he ever loan money to you, ever? 

A Not that I know of. Not that I knov’ of. 

Q VJhen you saw Jack Ruby in 1963, did he mention that 

he had been to Cuba? 

A Mo . 

Q Have you ever been to Cuba? 

A No . 

Q Have you ever known anyone v/ho had business dealings 
in Cuba? 

A No. 

0 Did Jack Ruby ever mention any of his dealings with 
the Dallas Police Department to you? 

A Just that he was friendly with all the police; that 
is about all. 

Q Did he mention a Lieutenant Gilmore? 

A He didn't mention nobody by name because I wouldn't 

knov^ their names anyway. He never mentioned anybody by name. 

Q Can you remember any other unusual events at the 
Carousel, other than that one time when he fought the three 


men? 
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A That vasn't the Carousel. That was the Silver Sour. 
Q Oh, that was in 1953? 

A Yes. 

Q Were there any unusual events that you sav' in 1963? 

A In the Carousel? No. He seemed to ooen that place 


® h 

. li 

7 j 
3 ; 

9 ; 

10 ; 

n ! 


12 

13 

Ic 

15 

la 

17 

Id 

15 

20 

21 


22 


like you do a ball game, like with the National Anthem, but he 
did something else. He said something. I don*t remember ^^^hatj 
it was, something like "for the United States," you knovr. 

Q So he introduced the orogram — 

A Yes, before it started. 

0 — v»ith kind of a patriotic theme? 

A Yes . 

Q Did that strike you as a little strange? 

A It did for a joint like that. Jack Ruby v»as a strangci 
guy. To me he was a strange guv. ! 

Q Do you know or have you ever known Janes Breen or 
Bunny Breen who would have been in Los Angeles? 

A No. I know a Breen in Chicago — I knev;. Or not 
Breen, Brim, No, I don’t know no Breens. 

Q Have you ever met or do you know of a man from Los 
Angeles named Jim Braden or Eugene Harold Braden? 
i A (Witness shakes head.) 


23 


2d 


25 


Q No? 

A No , s ir . 

Q Have you ever net or do you a Morgan H. Brown from 
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I Los Ancreles? 

I 

i A :jo . 

I 

Q Do you know a Harry Olsen now living in the San 
Francisco area? 

I A Mo . 

Q Mo? 

A Mo. 

Q Do you know or have you net Earl Schieb? 

I A Earl Schieb, the paint nan? 

I Q Mo? Could you state — 

i A Mo , I never met him in my life. 

: Q Thank you. Did you ever meet or know anyone v»ho 

’I 

I knev; John Roselli? 

I A ^/ho is John — John Roselli, the gangster? I don’t i 

■ ! 

•| know him. i 

lj Q Did you ever know or have you ever net Harry Hall or ! 
;i : 

I Harry Haller? | 

! i 

■ A Yes, I know Harry Haller. j 

: I 

; Q How do you know him? I 

; A Oh, let us see. How did I first meet Harry? One of j 
; the ball gsunes, I guess. He used to come around and bet aroundj 
I the ball game. I used to go to the ball games. I told you I | 
: am a sports fan . 

Q VThat city was this in? 


A Right here. I didn’t knov» him from Chicago. 
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Q Los Annelos? 

A I didn't know him from Chicago. Oh, I will tell you 
where I met Harry Hall. Barney Ross took me with him to 

Chicago and on the train was Harry Hall and t’lat guy that 

works for !!ilton Berle, still v/ith him. He is on *!ilton 
Berle — they v^nt to school together or something. Cs four 
v/ere on the train, Harry Hall. That is how I first met him, 

Harry Hall. He v/as going to get the -- he was going to make 

a music festival, I think, in Frisco. I think he did, too. 

Q Do you still knovr him now? 

A I haven't seen Harry Hall in I don't knov/ hov/ many 
years. Over ten years I haven't seen him, more than that. 

Q Did you ever discuss with him the fact that you 

both knew Jack Ruby? 

A No, not that I know of, 

Q Did you knovr that Harry Hall knev; Jack R\iby? 

A No. 

1 

Q Did you know that Harry Hall had been connected with ! 


Dallas? ! 

I 

i 

A No . 1 

! 

Q Did you know that he had nlaced some big bets, taken • 

I 

some big bets from H. L. Hunt? j 

A v/ell, I knew Harry Hall v;as a con artist. He did that 
vrith a lot of peoole. I have heard stories — so many stories 
about — you could write a book about Harry Hall. Everybody 
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] : knows about him who has been around a little. 

2 ij Q nid he ever tell you that he had met Lee Harvey 

ii 

3 ii Oswald? 

ii 

i Ij A Did v;ho, Harry Hall? 

5 ij Q Harry Hall. | 

^ ij A No . I never heard of Harvey Oswald until the shooting, 

• i' ' 

7 J when he shot him. Then I — i 

i t 

3 :| O Right. But you don*t think Harry Hall ever mentioned | 

I 

9 -! him since, that he knew him? 

10 i A No. I haven't -- I don't think I sav; Harry Hall 

ii !| after tihe President v;as killed. I saw him before then. 

:| 

P 'j Q Did vou ever see him in Dallas? 

!i 

!3 ;i A No. 

U ;j 0 l^There would you have seen him, other than on the 

i' 

11 ] train, out here in Los Angeles? 

;j 

U ij A Yes. I used to go to the card room. He was there. 

;j In fact, I owned the card room at that time, right over there 
on Fifth and Flot-;er. 

Q Was that in the late *50's or the early '60 's? 

A I imagine it v/as in the '60 's. I used to be the 

i general manager of the Veterans Cabin and we had a little 
-j card room around the corner, on Fifth there. We used to nlay 
' cards there and he would come in there. That is the last 

I time I seen Harry. 

! 

7 s it 

I Q Have you ever kno^-m anyone other than Jack Ruby 
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1 ■ from Dallas? 

2 i A I don*t knovr anybody in Dallas. Never knew a soul 

3 I there. Didn't even know his brother, San, 

^ ■ Q Did you know vrhether or not Jack Ruby was the sole 

- i oviTier of his club or did he have a nartner? 
o I A I don't know. I never asked him that. 

7 j 0 Did you knovr a Ralph Paul? 

3 ' A No'. 

i Q Did you knov; George Senator, his roommate? 

i A No. 

•■ ! 0 Did you know he had a roommate when you visited in 

I 

'2 ij 1963? 

ii 

’1 i* 

•’’ ! A No, no. The first tine I hoard of it, v;hen I read 

1 in the oaner. 

Q Did you knov' or do you knov» of Lav^rence Meyers? 

A Never heard of him, even. 

0 Did you ever knov? a Harry Urban? 

A No. 

Q Or Benny Binjin? 

A Benny Bln{&n -- Las Vegas? 

Q In Las Vegas nov;, yes. 

A Well, he has been in Vegas ever since I know him. I 

:3 i 

; never heard of him outside of Las Vegas. 

24 : 

Q He left Dallas in 1947. 

25 ; 

; A I didn't know him. 
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Q V7ere you aware of his continuing connection '*»ith 
Dallas, even over the years he has been in Las Vegas? 

A No , I don't knov; hin personallv, T just heard of 
hin. I heard he went to jail tor income tax or something. 

Q Did you knov: or did you know of Lewis *'^cVJilly, a 
friend of Jack PAiby's? 

A Never heard of him. 

Q Did you know Russell Ma^hev/s , R. D. *^a^ews? 

A No , I don ' t . 

Q Did you knov^ Irving Mazzei, M-a-z-z-e-i, associated 
;j v:ith AGVA in Los Angeles? 

l-That is AGVA? 

It is the American Guild of Variety Artists — 

No, I don't — 

— the union Jack was having trouble with. 

I don’t know. 

Did you know or do you know of Mike Shore? 

Mike Shore. Is he dead? 

No, he is in Los Angeles. 

Mike Shore. I have heard that name, I don’t knov:. 
He was in public relations. 

No , I don ' t know h in , 

You mentioned earlier that you met Eve through Jack, 
ijEva Grant. 

;! A Yes . 
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Q Which visit vras that on, '53 or — 

Pi The second one. 

Q The *63 visit? 

A The last one, yes. 

Q Was she sick at that tine? 

A Mo, she was in that other nlace . I don't know if 
she was sick, but she v;as in that other place. 

Q Was she about to have an operation or did she just 
have an oneration when you v^ere there? 

A I think I heard of something like that, yes. 

Q And you obviously don't remember visiting her in 
the hospital. 

A Oh, yes. Yes, I did visit, yes. Where was that, 
in Dallas? 

Q In Dallas. 

A Yes, I did. 

Q How did you hapoen to visit her in the hosnital? 

A I don't know. Jack took me there or somethinn. i 

don't know. 

Q V7as that where you first met her, in the hospital? 

A Yes, yes. Yes. .See, I forgot about that. Yes, I 
did meet her in the hosnital, now that you mention it. 

Q l-That contact did you have with Eva after that? 

A Well, nothing here. Mothing in Dallas. But then 
vrhen she come here — 


44-105 0 


79 - 32 
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1 ; 0 Well, did she call you shortly after the assassination? 

! i 

2 j A V7ho , Eva? No . | 

I j 

3 I Q no you remember her calling you within ten days of j 

4 j the assassination? 1 

5 || A No. 

:i 1 

c Ij Q no you remember her calling to thank you for visiting j 

7 I her in the hosoital? 

i 

3 : A I don*t remember. She might have, but I don't 

9 : remember. [ 

1 I 

10 I Q Okay. So you got to knov; her when she moved out here^ 

n ! A Yes. She started coming around my house for a while \ 

; t 

12 : and she is a little dingy. She says to me — she says to me 

13 ; one day, "I am not going to come around because your wife is 

!<i I jealous.” She is a big, heavyset woman — my vdfe is jealous 
15 ' of her. So she quit coming around, but she did come around 

la • a couole of months ago or a month ago. She was over to my 

1” i house. 

■S • 0 ^^hat was that? Just -- 

! A Just about a month ago. 

j Q Was there a particular reason? 

; A I don't even remember what we talked about. 

> Q Was it about the TV sT3ecial? 

'^2 i 

' A Oh, that is what it vras . Oh, I will tell you v^hat 

2d i 

; she talked about. She wanted to know if I could get anybody 
I to help her collect money and she found out my son is a lawyer. j 
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1 i Q Collect money from vhom? 

2 j ^ From the — she said she didn*t get enough money or 



something for the oicture, something like that, 

Q Did you have emy contacts with her any\/here besides 
Los Angeles and Dallas? 

A No, not that I — 

Q Did you have any contacts with her in Chicago? 

A Not that I know, I never seen her in Chicago, See, 

I was av/ay from Chicago — let me see — from around '29. 

Then I cane back — I don't knov» what year, *35 or something. 

I had this little business. It didn't work out and I came 
out here and I went to v/ork in the shipyards. That v»as just 
before the war, before we went into the war, and then I went 
in the Army, 

! 

0 You had stated earlier that orior to the assassinatiorj 

! 

you didn't have any direct contacts with Sam Ruby about | 

investing in the carwash idea. Did you have any contacts with | 
him about it afterwards? Did he call you or suggest it later? 

A Not that I remember. I know — I vrill tell you what 

I do remember. Eve one day called me, when he come out here, 
to ask me if I knew any business he could go in. I had 
washed my — 

Q San? 

A Yes. I had v^ashed my hands of him because he 
wouldn't — I says, "No, I don't know nothing." If I did 


2 . 
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1 : knov, I v^ouldn’t have told hin. 

2 ' Q Because of his brother? 


3 


6 

7 

3 

9 


lO 
! 1 


13 


j A No. At the tine we told hin about, that day his 

wife didn't even want to answer to talk to us. 

I Q Oh, that is right, T-^en you called to — 

} A To tell him about the cajn^ash. 

1' 

Q IThy \s»ouldn't his wife let him talk tc you? 

A I don't understand, unless Jack and her had a beef. 

■ You know, maybe he v/as hanging around the olace or something. 
; I don * t know . 

! Q She must have been afraid that somehovf Scin was going 

to lose money in the deal . 

A I wouldn't knov7, really. I never met his wife. I 


li i| don't knov; v^hat kind of woman she is. 

li i Q What contacts have you had with Earl Ruby over the 


lo 

17 


; years? 

i ^ 


:s 


Q 


20 


A 

Q 


21 


23 

2i 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


On Jack? 

No, with Earl. 

Who? 

With Earl Ruby. 

VTho, me or — 

Yes, you. 

I never seen Earl Ruby. 

Had you ever talked v^ith him? 

Not that I knov^ of. Not that I can remember. I don't 
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know whcit reason I would have to talk to him about. 

Q Did he ever call you about Jack's defense fund? | 

1 

A Jesus, I don't remember. I don't think so. He don't | 

j 

I 

even know me. j 

Q You have never met him or talked with him? I 

I 

I 

A Never, no. 

Q Did you have any knovrledge of any criminal activities 
that vrere going on in Dallas v;hen you visited there? 

A I didn't know of any. 

0 Did you knov? or did Jack kuby mention Joe Cannes i? 

A Mo, he didn't. 

Q Or Joe Savillo? 

A No, he didn't. | 

1 i 

Q Do you know of Erv»in Wiener? i think I asked you that!. 
A No , I don * t . i 

Q You don't know Allen Dorfman, either? 

A The only one you mentioned that I knov; is Harry Hall. 

0 Do you knov7 Frank Matula? 

i A VTho? 

Q Frank Matula — 

A Mo, I don't, 

i Q — "t-a-t-u-l-a. 

; A No, I don't. 

Q You have been associated in the past years, before you 

i 

jretired, in the scran metal business. Is that correct? 
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A Right, 

Q That if? in Lon Angeles? 

A Yes, Santa — I v;as in Santa '^aria for a little over 
a year, 

Q And you didn’t have any dealings with Trank Matula 

6 |l in the scrap metal business? 

7 1 A Why? Is he in the scrap metal business? I don’t 

3 ; kno\^?. 

^ • Q Yes, he has been. But you didn’t have any dealings 

10 I with him? 

M ! A No. 



Q Did you ever know Jimmy Hof fa? 

A No, 

Q Never had any indirect communication v;ith him? 

A No. 


« jj Q The reason I asked was that Frank hatula had been 
" ! in the scrap metal business in this area, allegedly 'forking 

^ I for Jimmy Hof fa and I wondered vfhether there had been any 

! i 

^ : nressure, direct or indirect, on your conduct of your business,! 


you know, in the scrao metal business, 

A I had a small yard in Santa -^aria. 

Q So you didn’t get any outside pressure about it? 

A No. 

Q Do you knov^ Brady Parton? 

A No, I don’t. 
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Q Do you know of hin? 

A (Witness shakes head.) 

Q To your knovrledge, was Jack Ruby ever involved in 
any criminal activities in Chicago or Dallas, other than 
killing Osvrald? 

A V7ell, if you v?ant to call scalging -- that is all I 
know he ever — he was only a kid when I knev/ hin in Chicago. 
Q Are you fauniliar vfith Abraham Zuckerman? 

A Yes, I remember him. 

Q How did you know him? 

A He lived in ny neighborhood, 

Q Did you have any dealings v;ith him, either direct 
or indirect, after the time that you left Chicago? 

A I never had no dealings with hin at any time. In 
fact, I don't think if I bumped into him I would know him. 

I think he is dead altogether, isn't he? 

Q I am not sure. 

A ^^at v^as that name again? Maybe I got the wrong 

ame. 

Q Zucky, the BoOkie., they called him, 

A Yes, Zucky, 

Q Do you remember calling him on the phone in 1963? 

A I never called hin. I don't know him. 

Q Did your wife Itnow hin? 

A No. My wife is in New York, 
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Q The record indicates that you or sorreone using your 
phone called Zuchernan three tines in the fall of 1963, Do 
you have any explanation for “that? 

A ^ty wife*s sister's name is Zuckeman, 'Jnless you 
got the oeople nixed up — I don't even know the oerson you 
are talking about here. 

Q There is also a record on October 30th, 1963, 

A Where did they call, Chicago or Mev; York? I called 
Zuckerman the day before yesterday. That is my brother-in- 
law.— a hard-working kid. 

Q I think Zuckerman — certainly Zucky the Oookie v/as 
out of Chicago. 

A I don't know him, I don't know him. 

Q Do you know anything about the allegation that T^uby 

had to leave Chicago because he had a significant debt that 
was due? 


; A I vjouldn't know because I wasn't there in them years, 

|l didn't even know what was hannening in Chicago, I lived 
’’ [I in New York. 

ij Q So who is the Zuckerman that might have been the one 
I in the 196 3 nhone records? That would be your brother-in-law? 

r:l 

'I A My brother-in-law's naunc is Zuckerman. 

jj Q And what is his first name? 

ij A That is funny. I said I know him. Fie is my brother- 

25 'I 

jin-law. 



497 


Was he related to Zucky the Bookie? 


No , no , 


Q V7ere tliey both from Chicago? 

A No, My brother-in-law was born in New York and I 
don’t think he v;as out of Nevr York, just to visit me here. 

Q Is it nossible that he would have called you collect, 


7 ij your brother- in-lav; v^ould have called your wife collect? 


3 ; A No , no , 

‘f j Q Because somebody by the naune of Zuckerman called your 

10 j number collect on October 30th, 1963. 

M ! A Called my house collect? Zuckerman? I don’t know, 

'2 \ Q I believe you in effect stated this, but was your 

‘3 : brother-in-law in New York in 1963, living there? 

; A Oh, ves, 

'5 ; O Do you knov^ if your brother-in-law knew Jack Ruby? 


Did your v;ife knov; Jack Ruby? 


No, She knov 


^nows EvC?^ I 


Crant, because she come around the 


:lhouse. She don’t knov» Jack Ruby, 

I Q Do you have any more information about a phone threat 


you received on Nobember 25th, 1963, other than that which you 
stated to the FBI? 

A Well, I didn’t receive the phone — ny son received 
itf the lavr/er, the one that is a lav'i^er. He received it. He 

! 

|was in the house at the time. 
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0 Do you had anything else to add about it or was there 

i any follov;-UD threat? 

(i 

i A Uo, 

j Q Where vje^’e you vrhen the President was shot? You v/ere 

I in Los Angeles? 

;! A I was home in bed, 

;i 

j Q Vtere you also at home v^hen Jack Ruby shot Osv/ald? 

A Yes, I v/as at hone, yes, the v:hole tine, yes. 

Q Were you sick? You said you were home in bed. Of 

; course, I guess the Los Angeles tine would be a couole of 
I hours earlier, 

j A Well, I can*t sleep at night, so I sleen late during 

: the day. 

Q Did you call anyone following your learning that 
I Ruby shot Osvrald? 

I A No, ^?y wife called me right after that. Just as 

: Ruby hung un# ny wife called no. 

; Q 'r^niat did she tell you v?hen she called? 

I A Mow what are you talking about, v;hen the President 

j v»as ?5hot? 

I Q Well, both. First, when the President was shot. 

: Your wife called to tell you about it, but you were watching 
; TV already. Is that what — 

A Yes. I don*t know if Jack told me and then — I 
i think I was vratching TV when he called. 
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Q Did you have the occasion to call any relatives or 
friends long distance right after the President v^as shot? 

A To tell them about it? I don't think so. 

Q Or to discuss it. 

A No. 

Q Did you have the occasion to call anyone , local or 
long distance, after Jack shot Lee Harvey Osv;ald to talk 
about it, to mention the fact that you knew nuby? 

A To make a long distance call to tell somebody? 

Q Or a local call. Did you call somebody, "Hey — " 

A Yes, I knov7 v;hat you mean. 

Q Decause you said that a number of people from Chicago \ 
that knew Ruby were in Los .Angeles , so I v'ould think you might ! 
have called them to discuss it. I 

A I don't think so. I didn't know — 

Q V7ere you surprised to hear that Ruby shot him? 

A I guess I was, 

Q You had stated that vThen you knew Jack in Chicago, 
he was fairly docile - — 

A Very — a very mild person, 

Q -- and that when you sav; him in '63, you got the 
impression that he was a lot more — 

A Yes, he had turned a little. 

Q — a lot rougher. 

A Yes. 


1 
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Q Did you ever get the imoression as to vfhy it had 
haonened or just because of the nature of the business he vras 
in? 

A I think it vras the nature of the business — well, 
the way he told me, he says, "TTell," he says, "I am not a 
Texan," and the fact that he v;as a Jev; and he got into a 
business, I guess, that v^asn't liked by everybody. I don't 
think it is here either. And the neoole came in and tried to 
tay^e advantage of him and he says, "I had to show them that 
I wasn't, you know, scared 6f them, orove the noint that I was \ 

i 

a nan . " i 

I 

0 V7as he defensive about being Jewish, feeling he had i 
to prove something? ■ 

A I don't know, really, I don't really know. But you I 
get in other cities, in other towns, you knov^, where there is \ 
not a big Jewish pooulation a Jev/ is a big hook-nosed guy j 
v;ith a long beard and robs your money and — | 

O ^^en he called you after the assassination, did Ruby j 
mention the advertisement that was listed above a Jevrish man's I 
name that was critical of President Kennedy? j 

A :io. I seen the nicture and I saw that, but he never, | 
no, No, I never heard nothing like that. The only thing he ; 
beefed about vras these two guys. That's all the beef that he 
had about anything. 

Q Did he mention that they v;ere Jev/ish also? 



501 


■11 
’ ii 

,! 


10 

!1 

12 

u ;l 

li 

;} 

I<i (j 

li 

\6 

17 

:a 

\r 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


Did he mention at all that he was going to close his 


A No, I didn’t knov; they were Jev’ish, You just 
mentioned it, I didn ' t know they were Jewish , 

Q Did he mention when he called right after the 
assassination that he was going to close his clubs for a counlp 
days and that he was mad because his Jewish comnetitors v»eren* 
going to close theirs? 

A Well, I don’t knov; about that. Mo, he didn’t mention 
it, 

Q 

club? 

A No, not that I can remember. 

Q Did he mention that he had gone to Parkland Hospital 
that day, after the assassination, or that he was going to go? 

A He mentioned it to me? 

! 

Did he? i 

i 
I 

On the phone? j 

Yes . I 

i 

I can’t remember, I don’t think so, I never heard i 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 


of Parkland Hospital. 

Q Did Ruby call you again that vreek-end, the v;eek-end 

of the assassination? The assassination v/as on a Friday, the 

22nd. Did he call you on a Saturday or Sunday? 

A I think he only called me once that I can remember. 

0 To the best of your knov^ledge, is that the last time 

; that he ever called you on the ohone? 
i i 
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1 : A That is right. 

2 ! Q Did you ever call him on the phone after the call 

after the assassination? 

A I doh*t think so. 

Q You don't think you called him on the assassination 
5 ! V7eeh-end, then? 

7 I A I don't think so. I think he called me to tell me 

3 ; about it and that v;as it. 

9 , Q Do you remember anything that you did on the 

10 ;j morning of Sunday, November 24th, 1963, prior to the tine 
!I !• that you found out that Ruby shot Osv^ald? 

^2 ; A VJhat I did? I guess I did the normal things that I 

• 3 ! do every day. I don't knov/, 

i! 

= ;i Q Ruby shot Osv/ald in the no mine, vrhich v«auld have I 

1 

13 placed it -- I think it was like 11:14 Dallas time, v/hich 

! 

la j| v^ould have been about 9:15 this time. Pacific tine. 

A Yes. Well, I was hone in bed. 

Q Were you still in bed at the time that you found 
> out that Ruby shot Oswald or had you been up? j 

j i 

I A Oh, you are talking about when Ruby shot Oswald. j 

^ J i ; 

'i 0 Ruby shot Osv/ald, Do you know what tine you got uo 

! that day? | 

33 i ' 

i A I was in the house. I knovf that, I might have been | 

. up, hut I was in the house. 

25 i 

Q Do you know if you had gone out that day? 
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A I had been sick for quite a v?hile back. I had had 
heart attacks, I don’t go out too much, 

Q Did you go out that morning before you found out that 
Ruby shot Osvrald? 

A No, I hadn’t left the house, no. 

0 Of the numbers — 

1 A Was that on a Sunday? 

i 0 Yes. 

A Well, my vrife was home at that time. We were all 
: home then because it was Sunday. 

jj 0 You hadn’t gone out to eat breakfast or go to church 

!| 

:| or anything? 

•i 

l! A No, we eat at home. No. 

;| 

Q You mentioned a number of oeonle from Chicago had 
;| knovm Ruby that v;ere living in this area. Do you know of any 
that ran any restaurants or food establishments out here that 
I had knoi>m Ruby? 

I A Restaureints, 

i Q Or any kind of food establishment. 

A I imagine Max Oold. Ke has been dead' for years, 

; Q Is his last name Cold? 

A. Yes, Max Cold. He has been dead for years, 
i 0 Do you knovr if any of them ever ran a hamburger stand? 

I A A hamburger stand — I /uiow a guy’s daughter that ran 

Ij 

ja hamburger stand. 
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Q ^Vhat is her name? 

A Uta something. I don't know what her last name is 
because she is married to, you knovr, somebody with a — she 
had it on Melrose. 

Q VThat was her father's name? 

A Willy Rosen, 

Q Willy Rosen, R-o-s-e-n? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know where the haunburger stand was? 

A On Melrose. 

Q On Melrose. Is he still alive? 

A Is what? 

Q Is Rosen still alive? 

A Yes, he is still alive. 

Q Had he ever lived in Dallas or just in Chicago? 

A No,— in Chicago. I don't knov; if was ever in Dallas 

Q Did you ever hear a renort that the Los Angeles 
Police Denartnent found out from someone vho ran a hamburger 
stand that you had told him that there had been a phone call 
from you to Ruby on that Sunday morning? 

A That I told this fellovr that owned a hamburger stand? 
I am trying to think of who I know that ovms a hamburger stand 
I can't think of anybody, 

Q Is there anyone else named 'Gruber that you kmow in 
Los Angeles that they could have mistaken for you? 
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A Just my brothers. 

j 

Q VThat are their names? I 

i 

A Art. Well, they are not all here now, Ed, Art. j 

Q They both live in Los Angeles? j 

A Well , one lives in Lodi , j 

0 But you don't think you told — 

A I can't think of anybody I knov’ that owns a hamburger 

stand, novr that you mention it. 

Q Did you tell anyone that Sunday morning or sometime 

after the assassination of the President that you thought that; 

Oswald would be shot? 

A I didn't even know who Osvrald was. 

Q Well, after Movember 22nd, after he vras arrested, 

A Oh, vou mean after he was arrested. I 

Q After he was arrested. ! 

I 

A That I said that what? I 

Q Did you tell anyone that you thoucht Osvrald v;ould be * 

i 

shot? I 

A I don't knov^ if I did or not. | 

Q Do you think it is likely that you did? j 

A I don't think so, I might have said he was going , 

to get hung, I don't know why he would get shot. You have • 

i 

got ne curious now — a guy with a hanburer stand, 

Q Did Ruby mention to you when he called you on the 
night of the assassination that he thought Osvrald should be 


44-105 0-79-33 



506 


] i dead or should get the death penalty or anything like that? . 

2 ! A The night of the assassination — well, he didn’t j 

3 ; call me at night. He called re right after it haonened. They j 

4 j didn't even knov/ about Oswald, j 

z j Q Oid he tell you that whoever had shot the President I 

^ j should be out to death? 

7 A I don't think he discussed that with me that I can 

3 ; remember. It would be a natural thing to say, anyv;ay. I 

i 

^ ; would sav it, j 

I i 

10 : Q Well, apparently the Los Angeles Police Denartment ! 

; - i 

n I was that a hamburger stand pronrietor said that you told him ! 

12 i that Ruby had told you that he was going to shoot Osv^ald, I 

13 : Is that true? | 

;! I 

I A I don't even knov: nobody that ov/ns a hamburger — j 

15 j no, that ain't true, no, no, j 

|i I 

i Q So you didn't tell anyone that Ruby told you that j 

1” i he was going to shoot Osvrald? j 

. ; ■ i 

A Absolutely not. How v;ould I knov^ that Ruby v:as going | 

1 i 

,1 to shoot Oswald? | 

j Q Well, the only oossible vray would be if he told you j 

* after the President was shot or sometime after that would be ; 

1 • 

j the only way you could knovr, unless you could read his mind. | 

23 'i ■ 1 

,{ A Never told me nothing like that, : 

2d, :j 

j Q How ^^rould you characterize your relationship with 

2z ! 

I Jack Ruby uo until the time he shot Oswald? 
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1 A Just a mild acquaintance; that's all. 

2 ! Q So you ^^ouldn't say that you and he v-ere really 

3 . good friends? 

i i A Mo. I didn't have that much to do with him, I stop j 

5 i and visit peonle all over. No President gets killed, that's I 

6 t all- ! 


7 I Q Did you consider that Ruby v;as interested in politics 

3 ! Did you ever discuss politics with him? 

9 : A No. 


10 


Q 


12 1 him in 

53 : Q 


Did you have any idea -- 

That is v^hat kind of confuses me, I never heard of 
politics. 

Did he ever mention President Kennedy to you? 


13 

to 

17 

:a 

15 1, 
|i 

20 i! 


21 


22 


2i :i 
.1 

I 


A No. 

Q Have you ever used an alias? 

A Just my middle name , yes . 

Q What is that? 

A Phillios, 

Q Phillios. You used the name Alexander Phillios? 

A Yes , 

Q Hov 7 lone ago v^as that? 

A Oh, when I v;as a kid. 

0 Back in Chicago? 

A Yes . 

Q You never used it after that? 


i 

I 

I 
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A 

O 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Mo, 


9 

iO 


You never used another alias? 

(Witness shakes head,) | 

I 

Do you know anyone connected with the Teamsters TJnion| 
No, I don*t. j 

You never had any business dealings with them? 

I don’t think so. Some guv from the union aot me 
j out here during the war, got me a iob as a crane onerator, 

I 

Q VJho v;as that? | 

A I think his name was — if I tell you, you will laugh 


n ii Beercase. 
. li 

il Q 

! 

:i A 

II 

s| Q 

;! A 

0 
A 


That is his last name? I 

Yes. I 

I 

Do you remember his first name? | 

No , I don ' t, i 

But he was connected v;ith the Teamsters Union? 

I don’t know if that is the Teamsters, I was a crane' 


I 

operator. I don't know if that’s — I don’t remember nov?. | 

Q Was it a dock union? VJas it crane onerating on the = 


'^0 ■ 

I docks? 
I A 

• Q 

I 

A 


2^ il 

:| 

15 I 


Q 


In the shinyards. 

The shinyards? ! 

Yes, building boats, i 

Right. 

That is the only union guy I ever net, I mean personally. 


A 
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: : 0 Did you ever knov; Carlos Marcello? 

I \ A Mo. 

3 i Q No indirect corunun 1 cation with him? 

4 ; A I don * t even know who he is, 

i ! Q You said that to the best of your knov^ledge, you 

6 || didn't knox-; any of Jack Ruby's friends in Dallas. Is that 

7 ;j right? 

ij 

3 A I didn't knoxvr any of them, 

? : Q You had mentioned Joe Johnson. 

10 ; A Just the black man that worked in — 

!1 ! Q He was one. You might be thinkina of Andrew 

12 : Armstrong. He was a black man x^ho helped run the club. Joe 

■0 ' Johnson x^ras more of an entertainer. And you also — 

, A No, this guy wasn't an entertainer. 

15 . Q Okay. Andrex'/ Armstrong sent you the dog. 

‘I 

jj A That is the guy. That is the guy. I didn't knov? 

1 | 

i| him. I met him tx-7ice in there, the day I v/as there. 

ii 

i| You knov7, the Los Angeles Police never talked to me. 

:! You say that they told me this — that I talked to a guy — 

I Q Mo. They were told by the proprietor of a hamburger 

' stand that you had told that person about v/hat Jack Ruby 



Ij allegedy 

told you. 


72 

it 

1 ^ 

Well, do you knov7 the guy from the 

hanburger stand? 

2d 

l| Q 

No. 


25 

A 

VTell , you can find him out. Bring 

him to me . Let him’ 
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‘ tell no that he tolc ne that, 

- 0 ''lell , what he said ’-'as that a ~an na’^ed Truber, 

- A VJell, it ’''ase’t '^.e, 

- Q That is v^hy I asked you it there ’-/as sor'.e other 

^ hruber. 

c A It v;asn * t r?.e , It v^asn ' t Tie , 

1 

“ .i Q Do you kno’-: of any other hruber besides your brothers? 

■i 

- A 'lot that I !:no^-r of, no. 

' T your brothers kno'v Ruby? 

' A I don*t know, no. - 

I 

■ 0 Vou don't think so? \ 

I 

I A Mo. I aim oretty sure they didn't know hin, 

i 

I ; 

‘- ! Q other than the tines '-re have talked about, did you 

■’ ' have any other letters or nhone calls or other connunications i 

, . ! I 

betv/cen yourself and Jack Ruby? ! 

J A When he v/as in the hosoital, I sent him flowers and 

■| 

I I got a reoly, I don't knovr v^ho — I think his sister ^^'rote 


t 



O Was that v;hen he was dying? I 

i 

A Yes. I 

0 In 1966? 

I A I don't know v/hat year it ’:as , but that is v’hen 

She was sick in the hosoital. He vras suooosed to be dying. He ^ 

, had cancer. 

0 Flow long before he died did you find out he had cancer? 
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A I couldn't havG been very lonq. I read it in the 
paper. That in the way I found out, 

! Q At the end of each deposition, we give the witness 

, an opportunity to say v/hatever he or she v:ould like to 
clarify or maybe it didn't come out right or you want to add 

j something, and at this tine I am going to give you the onpor- 

;| 

'I tunity to add anything or correct anything you would like to. 

! A V^ell, the only thing I could correct nov; is the way 

I 

; you talk — you are trying to implicate me. That is what it 
: sounds like. I don't know nothing about this, 

I Q Well, I don't mean to imnly that. 

I A That somebody said I said it. Why if somebody said 

jjit, bring the guy here. That is the simplest thing in the 

'i 

I world. And v;e \;ill straighten it out, 

Q But you say the Police Department never asked you 

j about that? 

’! 

! A I never seen the police. 

Q That is curious. 

A Vthy would I see police? 

1 Q rio, I am saying if they got that allegation, you 

I would think they would come and ask you, 

.1 

j A Yes, but they never did and I can't figure out who 
■! 

ijhad a hamburger stand that I knov'. 

i 

i MR. PURDY; As I said before, we vrill send you a 

;copy of the deposition and you can make whatever corrections 
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you like for it, 

I aonreciate your tine and the Conmittee anoreciates 
you takinq the tine to cone in and talkinn v'’ith us. T!iank you, * 
Is there anytliinq else you ^-^ant to add? ; 

I 

THE WITNESS: I just vrant to add they ought to forget | 

j 

it all. j 

PURDY: That concludes the denosition. | 

{Whereuoon, at 4:35 n.m,, the interview in the above- | 
entitled natter v:as adiourned.) i 
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vi, Paul Roland Jones 
Biographical Summary 

(986) Paul Roland Jones was born August 23, 1909, in Pittsburg, 

Kans, On February 1, 1931, he was arrested for first degree murder, 
{1351) He was convicted of murder in 1931 and sentenced to life im- 
prisonment, but he was pardoned on July 8, 1940. Jones stated 

that he was pardoned from the Kansas City Penitentiary by Governor 
Husmau. After Jones was released, he became involved in the 

egg dehydration business. 

(987) In late 1940, Jones moved to Dallas. He stated in one interview 
that he started gambling operations in Dallas about 1942.(7JJ5) In 
September 1945, Jones was involved in the operation of the San 
Jacinto Liquor Store in Dallas. (7Jo^) On December 4, 1945, he went 
to Mexico City to operate a casino, Casa Latino Americano. ( 7 JJ7) 
He resided at Latin American Apt. 1, Mexico, D.F., and had an office 
at the Reforma Hotel.(7JJ<5) In April 1946, he returned to Dallas. 
{1359) He returned to Mexico for a brief period in July 1946 
but returned to Texas soon after this trip. (7 J^^) In November and 
December 1946, Jones was involved in a bribery case with officials of 
Dallas County. In 1947, Jones was arrested for possession of narcotics 
in Laredo, Tex. (7t^^7) He served approximately 2 years in Leaven- 
worth on the narcotics violation, and after losing his bribery appeal, 
he was incarcerated at the Texas State Prison at Huntsville on the 
bribery conviction. (7«^^^) He was released from prison in March 1952. 
{1363) 

(988) Jones stated that after he was released from prison, he con- 
tacted representatives of the Chicago syndicate to seek some help in 
getting established. ( 7 J^J) Jones stated that, with the support of the 
Chicago group, he briefly operated a shrimp brokerage business in 
1952, but closed this business and opened about six small beer taverns 
in Dallas. (7J^5) Jones discontinued the tavern business and left 
Dallas about 1953. {1366) 

(989) Jones stated that after leaving Dallas, he had been in Moab, 
Utah, for about 1 year, promoting uranium mines; then went to 
Birmingham, Ala., for about 2^4 years; and then went to Charlotte, 
N.C., for about 3 years. He operated a chicken farm in Charlotte 
which, according to Jones, was primarily concerned with research into 
the production of disease-free eggs.(7J^7) During this period from 
1958 to 1960, when Jones was operating the egg research farm, he was 
associated with Harry M. Hoxsey, who operated a cancer clinic in 
Dallas for many years until his operation was declared illegal. (75^5) 
Jones stated he would frequently visit his associate in Dallas, and for 
at least part of the time he maintained an apartment in Dallas. (75^5) 

(990) Paul Roland Jones, since deceased, used the following aliases: 
Duck Jones, Buck Johnson, and Paul Thomas. 

(99p Legal activities , — Jones stated he had been in the brokerage 
business and the egg and poultry business since the time he was 30 
years o\A..{1370) Eva Grant was also told that Jones was in the eggs 
brokerage business. (7 J77) He was also involved in the acquisition 
and operation of a liquor store in Dallas. (7J7^) Jones stated that in 
1952 he was in the shrimp brokerage business for a short period. (757.^) 
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He then operated some beer taverns in Dallas. He discontinued 

the beer taverns and became involved in the operation of a chicken 
farm in North Carolina. In the 1960’s, Jones claimed to be 

involved in the promotion of low-cost housing developments. (iJ7^) 

(992) Considering Jones’ numerous arrests and his frequent changes 
of residence and occupation, his financial and social position appears 
somewhat unstable. 

(993) There is some evidence Jones had political and law enforce- 
ment connections. He obtained a pardon from a life sentence in 1940. 
In Dallas, he associated with several law enforcement officials. (iJ77) 

(994) Illegal cbctivities and organized crime . — Jones had been ac- 
tively engaged in criminal activity since the 1930’s. In February 
1931, he was convicted of first degree murder. In the 1940’s, he had 
several arrests for vagrancy and investigation. In 1946, he was ar- 
rested for attempted bribery; in 1947 for conspiracy of concealing 
narcotics. ( 7 J75) 

(995) Jones has been described as a “prominent member of the 
Weinberg gang and a go-between for the Chicago mob.” {1379) An 
FBI report described the Weinberg gang as having hoodlum contacts 
in Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Indiana, Michigan, Arkansas, and 
many other States. (iJ5(9) Through an investigation of the gang, it 
was determined that Dallas was the “terminal point” for “gang 
business” ventures in and out of Mexico and that the gang had re- 
portedly established a branch office in the Reforma Hotel, Mexico 
City, supervised by Jones. (1381) 

(996) According to the FBI report, Weinberg also attempted un- 
successfully to gain control of the gambling, slot machines and juke 
box activities in the southern States. The Weinberg gang apparently 
had a connection with the Capone syndicate, because on several oc- 
casions prominent members of the syndicate were seen in conference 
with Weinberg and other members of the gang. (7^5^) 

(997) Jones stated that soon after his release from Lansing in 
July 1940, he had been directed by Nick de John of Chicago to come 
to Dallas to survey the area as to the possibility of taking over 
gambling, slot machines, bookies, and the numbers racket. ( 7 J^J) He 
had been instructed to live in Dallas and to become a local sports- 
man. (7 J^.^) He followed instructions. During the war dealt ex- 
clusively in black marketing gasoline coupons and other items in 
conjunction with Nick de John and other Chicago racketeers. ( 7 J<5J) 

(998) Jones advised Nick de John that the Dallas syndicate was 
composed of Benny Binion, Ivy Miller, Earl Dalton and others. It 
was his opinion that they should not take over the gambling in the 
area.(7J^^) He reported that business in slot machines, juke boxes 
and beer and other items was a fertile field. (7J57) Jones told the FBI 
that he started in gambling activities in Dallas about 1942.(7J<S<S) 
Nick de John provided Jones with funds to buy the San Jacinto 
Liquor Store./ 7^5^) He also purchased other unidentified businesses 
and property. {1390) 

(999) De John sent James Weinberg, Paul Labriola, Martin Ochs, 
James Barcella and Dannie Lardino to assist Jones. Paul Labriola 
and James Weinberg were described by Jones as being members of 
the Guzik mob.(7«^^7) De John told Jones these individuals were 
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“too hot for Chicago.’’ They developed many contacts in Dallas 
for the sale of whiskey and beer. These contacts included Abe O. 
Schepps, Carl Ducan, Southern Distributors, and Glazier Whole- 
sale Drug, 

(1000) Some time during the early 1940’s, Marcus Lipsky arrived 
from Chicago and told Jones he had the OK from the Chicago syndi- 
cate for the purchase of slot machines and music routes throughout 
Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas. Jones doublechecked with De 

John, who confirmed Lipsky’s story. Jones acted as Lipsky’a 
front man in the acquisition of various companies. He assisted Lip- 
sky in arranging the handling of his notes by the Mercantile Na- 
tional Bank of Dallas. (7 JP6') In October 1945, they purchased a por- 
tion of the Southwestern Amusement Co,{1397) They also purchased 
interests in the Mineral Wells Music Co., the Tristate Music Co., the 
ATestern Distributing Co., the Delta Music Co., and the Shreveport 
Novelty Co.{1398) All these transactions were arranged by 
Jones. (7 Jones was to receive 25 percent of the profits from the 
operations in Dallas and 10 percent for the operations outside of 
Dallas. 

(1001) At some point during 1945, a dispute arose between Lipsky 
and Weinberg. Lipsky heard that Labriola and Weinberg were mem- 
bers of Murray Humphreys’ and “Loud Mouth” Levine’s group. {IJfil ) 
According to Jones, Weinberg was the self-appointed leader of the 
gang of hoodlums sent by De John, and he wanted a cut of Lipsky’s 
profits. (7J£?^) De John came to Dallas to settle the dispute. He 
ordered Weinberg to confine his activities to the operation of the 
San Jacinto Liquor Store, and Lipsky to handle the slot machines, 
pinball, and juke boxes. [llfiS) 

(1002) In November 1945, Joe Green, Marcus Lipsky, and John 
Waterman met in Dallas to discuss establishing gambling activities 
in Mexico. (7 Jones agreed to go to Mexico as a front for Lips^. 
He arrived in Mexico City on December 4, 1945. He was to receive 
$25,000 for setting up the operation, ( 7 J05) Jones waited in Mexico 
City for Paul Mann to arrive (Mann was involved in bookmaking 
activities). Mann ordered Jones to make the political arrangements 
with the Mexican officials. (7 They established a casino c^led the 
Casa Latino Americano. {lJf07) 

(1003) In mid-April 1945, Dallas police picked up Jones, along with 
Sam Yaras, Lou Schneider, a taxicab driver named George, Julius 
Breakstone, Leo Goldsand, Marcus Lipsky, James Barsell, Paul Lab- 
riola, James Weinberg, and William Joseph Messina for investigation 
of swindling. (7J7?^) According to Jones, they were told to leave 
Dallas. (74^?^) 

(1004) On July 6, 1946, Jones met in Fort Worth, Tex., with James 
Weinberg, Paul Labriola and John Miro.(7J76?) On July 13, 1946, 
Jones was arrested in Oklahoma City, along with Mike Weinberg, 
James Weinberg’s brother, Sam Gilbert, and Thomas Neiding. They 
were charged with vagrancy and held for general investigation. (7J77) 
They were released July 15, 1946, and apprehended again upon their 
arrival in Dallas. (7J7^) 

(1005) Jones apparently broke with the Weinberg gang around this 
time. {HIS) In August 1946, the gang was taken to th^e Dallas County 
line by local authorities and told never to return. (/J74) 
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(1006) Jones returned to Mexico City on July 23, 1946.(i.^ii5) He 
was arrested there on July 27, 1946, by Mexican authorities and inter- 
viewed by the On Auguk 10, 1946, IRS agents returned 

Jones to Dallas, He \vas turned over to the custody of the Dallas 
County Sheriff on September 16, 1946, based on a warrant charging 
him with theft. Jones was released on $2,000 bond on Septem- 
ber 16, 1946. He departed for Chicago on September 18, 1946, 

and returned to Dallas on November 1, 1946. {H19) 

(1007) Jones had also been involved in the bribery attempt of Dallas 
officials. In June 1946, Steve Guthrie w^on the Democratic primary 
election for sheriff in Dallas County. He was to take office in January 
1947.(74^6^) The district attorney was also retiring, and a “reform’’ 
candidate \vas coming into office. (74^7) According to Jones, prior to 
this time illegal operations had been carried on with the consent of 
Sheriff Smoot Schmid and various members of the Dallas Police 
Department. ( 74 ^^) Payments were made to Attorney T. K. Erwin of 
Dallas who reportedly transmitted the payments to the appropriate 
people. (74^J) 

( 1008) Jones stated that he believed it would be impossible to operate 
illegal operations under the new" administration, so he made plans to 
discontinue his activities. (74^4) October 29 or 31, 1946, however, 
Jones contacted George Butler, a detective wdth the Dallas police de- 
partment. (74^5) Jones claimed Butler contacted him and informed 
him that Guthrie wanted to see him. {14^6) Jones met with Butler and 
Guthrie at Guthrie’s home on November 1, 1946.(74^7) The FBI file 
contains partial transcriptions of the recordings that were made of 
this meeting. On one of them, the following statements were made : 

Guthrie mentioned that “Bennie Binion” takes off one 
million flat per year, and that he gets $2,000 per week during 
peak periods, 

Jones says that the syndicate “okayed” Lipsky in Dallas, 

Jones mentioned he had been in Havana, Cuba, at one time. 

iWS) 

(1009) Because these recordings were not completely transcribed, it 
w"as im]X)ssible to ascertain the entitle content of the meeting. An FBI 
report, states that at this meeting, Jones informed Guthrie and Butler 
that he w\as the organizational man for the Chicago S 3 mdicate headed 
by Jake Guzik, wdio had incorporated all of the Chicago syndicate 
formerly under the leadership of A1 Capone. {1429) 

(1010) On November 3, 1946, Jones called Butler from Chicago and 
told him that two headmen from the syndicate and two others from 
Las Vegas, Nev., would be arriving in Dallas on November 5, 1946. 
{ 14 ^ 10 ) On November 5, 1946, Jones and Jack Knapp registered at 
the Adolphus Hotel in Dallas. (74-?7) On the same date, another meet- 
ing w-as held wntli Jones, Jack Knapp, Butler, and Guthrie. (74J^) 
Knapp said he i*epresented the Chicago syndicate and that his pur- 
pose was to detennine if Jones could deliver Dallas as he had prom- 
ised. ( 142 s) Knapp said he would contact one of the big men in Chicago 
and have him in Dallas for a meeting at Guthrie’s home on Novem- 
ber 6. 1946.(74^4) 

(1011) On >Tovember 6, 1946, Pat Manning arrived in Dallas, and 
another meeting w^as held on November 7, 1946. (74JJ) Manning iden- 
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tified hiniself as being a member of the Chicago syndicate, A 

teletyx)e dated November 8, 1946, from the Chicago FBI office advised 
that Pat Manning was believed to be Pat Manno, “who is in actuality 
a member of the Chicago syndicate and close friend of Joe Batters 
( Anthony Accardo) (74^7) 

(1012) An FBI report states that at the November 7 meeting: 

Arrangements were perfected during this meeting with 
Manning for the Chicago syndicate to move into Dallas, take 
over all gambling activities in the county and set up their slot 
machines and other gambling devices. {HS8) 

(1013) The transcriptions of the November 7 meeting contain the 
following information : 

— Guthrie states that four men should be run out of town because 
they could jeopardize the takeover. He states they are de Lois 
Green, Johnnie Grizzaffi, Junior Thomas, and Mac Barnes. Butler 
adds Monk Wright. 

— Jones states that Grizzaffi is a local boy who handles dope. Guthrie 
and Butler state that Grizzaffi is a trigger man. 

— Jones states that Bill Decker was an “old-time bootlegger here 
and he’s rather a popular sort of fellow and he’s been the under 
sheriff all of the time.” Jones claims Decker and Dean Gauldlin 
(the district attorney) asked Jones if he wanted Dallas, and Jones 
declined the offer. 

— Guthrie stated that Bennie Binion runs the local gambling syn- 
dicate in Dallas from his home in Montana. 

— Jones spoke of setting up a gambling club in Dallas County. He 
told Guthrie, “Here is my proposition to you. You pick a man, a 
local man, we will put him in business. We will rent him a building 
but we will finance it. He will put in some juke boxes, some 
marble tables, some slot machines. We will get him a mechanic 
and a pickup truck. We will start hustling getting him some loca- 
tions, legitimately, no muscles attached. Somebody that you trust, 
I trust him. We will furnish him all the slot machines, marble 
tables, punch boards, etc. . . . We will operate and there will be 
only one gambling house in the county.” 

— Guthrie stated that “We all know Bill Decker is a payoff man 
with Bennie Binion” and Butler agreed with Guthrie. 

— Jones stated that “Jack Guzik is the main man.”(74J^) 

( 1014) Jones and Knapp left Dallas for Chicago on November 8, 1946, 
from Syracuse, N.Y. Jones advised he was going to New York City 
and then to Chicago, where a meeting of the Oliicago syndicate was 
planned for November 18, 1946.(7^J6>) This meeting was allegedly for 
the purpose of formulating plans for moving into gambling activities 
in Dallas, Toll records indicate Jones was in Syracuse, N.Y. 

from November 13, 1946 to November 24, 1946.(7^4^) 

(1015) On December 1, 1946, Jones and Knapp contacted Butler 
requesting assurance that everything was all right for taking over after 
January 1, 1947. (7J^) Jones indicated he expected to purchase a 
Dallas night spot fo^ $186,000 by December 2, 1946. (i^J^) Jones also 
stated that Pete Strance and Bill Bundy, local Dallas characters, had 
recently been in Chicago and contacted Eddie Vogel, stating that they 
had gambling concessions in Dallas after January l.(i^4J) 
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(1016) On Dfcember 3, 1046, Butler t< Jones to keep away from 
Dallas for 10 days. It was also reported that a Dallas tirm of 
criminal attorney’s was representing the Ciiicago groups as a go-be- 
tween in handling the payotfs. ( j On December 16, 1946, the FBI 
reported that Murray Humphreys, Jack Knapp, Paul Jones, and Jake 
Guzik were reported to have been in Dallas in the past few days, at- 
tempting to make contact with Guthrie for the completion of negotia- 
tions for the gambling monopoly in Dallas ('ounty% 

(1017) On December 18, 1946, the FBI reported that ^‘Romeo’' Jack 
Nappi, Dominic Blasi, Paul Roland Jones and Jess Chilton were 
charged with attempted bribery of elected officials and held without 
bond. Pat Manno was also charged but not apprehended. (7 On 
January 9, 1947, the FBI rejiorted that Jones was still confined in the 
Dallas iail.(iJJ^) He was convicted of attempted bribery in 1947 and 
subseijuently released on appeal bond. (7^J7 ) 

(1018) On August 27, 1947, U.S. Customs arrested Taylor Cross- 
land for having brought 48 lbs. of opium into Texas from Mexico. 
(7JJ^) Crossland implicated Maurice C. Melton and Jones. Melton 
was arrested on October 29, 1947, and corroborated the information 
supplied by Crossland implicating Jones.(iJJJ) 

(1019) Jones was arrested on October 24, 1947, by Federal narcotics 
agents. (iJJJ) He was tried in Federal court in Laredo, Tex., and 
received a 3-y’ear sentence, of which he served over 2 years in Leaven- 
worth, During this period, Jones lost his appeal on the bribery con- 
viction and was transferred to the Texas State Prison in Huntsville. 
He was released in March 1952. (7 JJ5) 

(1020) When Jones was interviewed by the FBI in 1964, he was 
under indictment for perjury by a Federal grand jury in New York 
City.(7J5^) According to Jones, the indictment had arisen out of the 
trial of oyer 20 people in New York in 1959 concerning the Texas 
Adams Oil Co.(7JJ7) The indictment against Jones was returned in 
1960. (7 JJ<^) 

Relationship ^Vith Jack Ruby 

(1021) When Jack Ruby was interviewed by Federal narcotics 
agents in October 1947 in connection with the narcotics investigation 
of Jones, he stated he had known Jones for the past 4 or 5 months. 
He had been introduced to Jones by his sister, Eva Grant, but had 
never spoken to him in Chicago, (7^^) In a 1963 interview, Ruhy 
stated he had met Jones in 1947 “at the Silver Spur, it was the Singa- 
pore Club first, on Ervay Street here in Dallas.” (7 J^{?) Ruby acknowl- 
edged that he was introduced to Jones by Eva Grant. (7J^7) 

(1022) In Eva Grant’s testimony before the Warren Commission, 
she stated that she had been introduced to Jones by Dr. Weldon Dun- 
can, who told her that Jones was in the eggs brokerage business. {11^62) 
When interviewed by the committee, she stated that in 1947 she was 
keeping company with Dr. Weldon Duncan, who introduced her to 
Jones. (7.^5*J) She also stated that Jones offered to buy the club from 
her,(7J^J) but she refused to sell. Jones used the telephones at the 
club on several occasions. (746*5) 

( 1023) Wlien asked by the Warren Commission if Jones knew Ruby, 
Grant I'esponded, “If he did — no; I doubt if he ever even heard of 
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him” and don’t think he has ever seen him — well, wait a minute, he 
may have seen the man or heard about him.”(i.^ff^) Grant was then 
asked if Kuby had known Jones at the time of the narcotics case (fall 
of 1947) . She responded : 

I don’t think he ever saw him as far as I know, but I want 
to tell you that Paul Poland Jones went to Chicago during 
the period of those 6 months and he did meet my brother Hy- 
man. I don’t know what conversations my brother had — my 
brother thought he was a nice guy — we didn’t know any- 
thing about his background. 

(1024) When Hyman Rubenstein was asked if Jack Ruby had 
known Jones, he replied, “He never met Jones, I met Jones through 
Eva.”(74-6‘^) 

(1025) Jones provided yet a different version of his introduction to 
Jack Ruby. He stated that following his conviction in 1947, he was 
released on appeal bond and met Dr. Duncan and Grant in Dallas. 
{ 1469 ) A short time later, he went to Chicago and had been in the 
company of Paul Labriola, Jimmy Weinberg, and possibly Danny 
Lardino. (747’6^) Jones stated: 

They had been in the Congress Hotel to see a man there 
and met Ruby, whom Jones did not at that time know, com- 
ing across the lobby of the hotel. Those with Jones had ad- 
dressed Ruby by name and introduced him to Jones. { 1471 ) 

(1026) According to Jones, Ruby asked him about the doctor with 
whom Eva was associating.(747^) The FBI report of Jones’ inter- 
view states, “The others accompanying Jones had told him that Ruby 
was ‘OK’.” (iJ7J) Jones told Ruby th^e doctor had a bad reputation, 
and Ruby said he planned on going to Dallas to straighten his sister 
out and asked if Jones would help him. Jones stated that, “One of 
those accompanying Jones had again replied that Ruby was alright 
and urged Jones to help him, which Jones had agreed to do.”(i47J) 
A “very few days later’' Jones returned to Dallas, and about the same 
time Ruby appeared in Dallas. Ruby contacted Jones and asked him 
for assistance in locating an apartment. (7J7J) 

(1027) Jones related substantially the same version of his first meet- 
ing with Ruby in an interview on December 17, 1963. (i^Tff) He added, 
however, that Grant had arranged the meeting between Jones, La- 
briola, and Weinberg. (7^77) 

(1028) There is conflicting evidence regarding Ruby’s involvement 
in the Dallas bribery incident. 

(1029) The FBI had reviewed the transcriptions of the recordings, 
but not the actual recordings. ( 7 J7^) It was noted in the FBI report 
that some of the recordings were inaudible and a detailed transcrip- 
tion was therefore imix)ssible. It was also stated that some of the re- 
cordings were summarized. (7^7^) According to the FBI, a review of 
the transcripts failed to disclose any mention of Ruby.(74^<9) 

(1030) The committee received the recordings of the meetings be- 
tween Jones and the Dallas County officials and George Butler’s notes 
from these, meetings. The recordings were almost completely inaudible. 
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( 1031) The FBI interviewed George Butler, who stated : 

Ruby was not involved in the bribery attempt. In fact, he 
had never heard of Ruby until after the investigation and 
trial had been completed. He stated the way Ruby came into 
the picture was a number of individuals who were involved 
in the bribery attempt and in particular Paul Roland Jones 
began ^Jianging out” at Ruby's club after the sentence. 

(1032) Carl F. Hansson, who was chief of police in Dallas during 
1947, stated that “on several occasions” during the Jones inv^estigation, 
ho had read the transcriptions of the phonograph records taken of the 
\ arious interviews ; he did not recall the name Ruby ever bein,g men- 
tioned. Hansson stated that “he positively does not think that the name 
of Jack Ruby ever came up in the recorded interviews of Jones by 
Guthrie and Butler.” (74^^) 

(1033) Steve Guthrie provided the following version of Ruby’s 
involvement : 

Jack Ruby at that time was a “smalltime peanut” with this 
group who were going to bribe Guthrie. Ruby's name came 
up on numerous occasions, according to Guthrie, as being the 
person who would take over a very fabulous restaurant at 
Industrial and Commerce Streets in Dallas — Ruby was to 
run the club. Jack Ruby never in person talked with Guthrie 
about this matter and, in fact, Guthrie and Ruby had no con- 
vei-sations during this investigation. However, according to 
Guthrie, Ruby's name constantly came up as being the pei-son 
who would run the restaurant, and Guthrie said if the records 
can still be heard, Ruby’s name will be heard on numerous 
occasions. (74^5^) 

(1034) Two Chicago report ei*s also indicated that they had gotten 
information that Ruby was involved in the bribery case. Frank 
Kiernan, special assistant to the U.S. attorney in Chicago, received the 
information from Jack Wilner, a crime reporter for the Chicago Daily 
News. ^74^4) Wilner had stated that Ruby was repoiledly involved 
in 1947 with Nick de John, Paul Labriola, Marcus Lipsky, and Paul 
Roland Jones in an etfort to take over gambling in the Texas area. 
mS5) Morton William Newman, another reporter from the Chicago 
Daily News, stated he had heard from George Butler that Ruby was 
involved in an attempt to bribe Steve Guthrie. (74^/?) He was also 
advised that Ruby was a j^articularly close friend of Jones. (74^7) 
(1035) According to the FBI report of Jones’ interview, Jones 
stated : 

* * * he had never mentioned the name Jack Ruby, and 
that he could be sure of this, because he had never heard of 
Jack Ruby at this time. He said that he is sure that neither 
Manno nor Nappi had mentioned Ruby during the conversa- 
tions and negotiations with Butler and Guthrie, as Jones was 
present at all of them. He stated in addition the conversations 
had not had to do with exactly who would be operating what 
in the Dallas area, and thus there would have been no occasion 
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for discussion of Ruby or anyone else as the person who was 
to operate a restaurant at Industrial and Commerce Streets. 

{im) 

(1036) With respect to Ruby’s possible involvement in the 1947 nar- 
cotics case, Hyman Rubenstein was siibpenaed to testify at Jones’ trial 
in 1947.(7^^) He told the Warren Commission: 

It seems that some of Paul’s associates were smuggling 
dope, by airplane, from Mexico — across the line — and Paul 
got grabbed. They found my ticket, I think one of my cards, 
in his pocket. So, I am sub penaed. (74^6^) 

(1037) IVhen asked about Jack Ruby’s involvement, Hyman stated, 
“Jack was never in Dallas before in his life. He didn’t laiow nothing 
about Dallas. He never met Jones. I met Jones through Eva.” {H91) 
Hyman was positive Jack Ruby had never met Jones. 

(1038) In October 1947, Hyman Rubenstein signed a statement for 
the Federal Bureau of Narcotics {H92) that he had mett Jones about 
1 0 months earlier. He stated : 

He called me at my home and said he was a friend of my 
sister, Eva Grant, and that he would like to see me if I wasn’t 
too busy. We met at the Sherman Hotel in the Celtic Room, 
and our conversation was merely general subjects of the day. 

The next time I met him was on a Sunday morning after he 
called me at my home, and this meeting was held at the Sher- 
man Hotel in the Celtic Room. He introduced me to Taylor 
Crossland and Maurice Costello Slelton, and we all had break- 
fast together. The latter meeting held at Hotel Sherman, 
Celtic Room, took place during the first week of August 
1947 .( 74 ^ 5 ) 

( 1039) Hyman also stated he sent a sample of pipe to Jones in Dallas. 
He saw Jones on approximately the 15th of October 1947. He stated 
they never discussed narcotics, {11^94.) 

(1040) Hyman Rubenstein also mentioned the pipe sample in his 
Warren Commission testimony : {1I{95) 

Paul is looking over things down in Dallas that they can’t 
buy. We were looking for stuff in Chicago that you can’t buy 
either; merchandise. One of the items was pipe; of course, 
right after the war, you couldn’t buy anything. There was 
nothing to be had. I made a connection with somebody I don’t 
remember now — this is 20 years ago — on pipe. So I sent Paul 
down a small piece of pipe about 6 inches, and I put a sticker 
on it and mailed it down to Dallas, and I said, I sent him a 
letter how else can you send a piece of pipe, that was the best 
way. I figured nobody is going to use a piece of pipe like that. 

I put the label on it and mailed it down to Paul Jones. I mailed 
it to the tavern ; Eva’s place. He got it. (1^6) 

(1041) Eva Grant also testified about the pipe sample : 

We were buying metals, at least we were trying to buy 
metals and materials to sell to — in fact, gas companies — one 
is — I have files, believe me, and I think it’s at Jonesboro — is 
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it in Arkansas or Oklahoma? Well, we got the specifications 
and Paul Roland Jones brought me a piece of metal, maybe 
6 inches long — it’s a certain type of pipe, rather, he brought 
me, and this man didn’t want it, so I sent it on to Chicago to 
my brother. It seems to me I sent it to my older brother, 
Hyman, and he says he knew somebody that might be able to 
make what you call a finder'’s fee or broker's fee, but little did 
we know of Paul Roland Jones’ connection— I pick up the 
headlines and they got Paul Roland Jones in jail somewhere — 
in Fort Worth. I no sooner picked this up — this paper, the 
paper of this city, my brother is calling from Chicago that the 
FBI or some organization, one of your organizations went to 
the Congress Hotel where Jack was staying, and they are 
questioning him about whether — about what he knew about 
Paul Roland Jones. I don’t think Jack ever heard me mention 
the name. (7.^^) 

(1042) In a Secret Service report, Eva was reported to have said 
that Jones had suggested several business deals to Eva, one of which 
involved iron pipe. According to the report, Jones said he had 

access to thousands of feet of li^-inch pipe which was stored in a 
warehouse at Ardmore, Okla. He gave her a 6-inch sample, which she 
mailed to Hyman in Chicago. She was interviewed by narcotics 

agents in Chicago and, she stated, was shown books of photographs, 
but only recognized Jones. Grant stated she was “absolutely 

positive” that none of her brothers were ever involved in the narcotics 
business. (/5W) 

(1043) The Federal Bureau of Narcotics file on Jones, Crossland, 
and Melton states that prior to their arrests: 

The above subjects were surveilled during the course of this 
investigation and they checked into the Central Park Hotel, 
Chicago, on August 2, 1947. While at the hotel they made 
several phone calls which were checked out and the number 
of Kedzie 1717 was listed to Hyman and Jack Rubenstein, 

3650 West Lexington, Chicago. (7 J6>^) 

(1044) A Secret Service memorandum states that Customs requested 
that the Bureau of Narcotics interview Hyman and Jack Ruben- 
stein. (7 The memorandum states: 

The meeting between Jones, Hyman, and Jack Ruby was 
arranged by Eva Grant, 1717 South Ervay Street. They met 
in Jack’s room at the C!ongress Hotel, room G-142. Melton 
stated that Hyman and Jack Ruby when propositioned con- 
cerning narcotics refused to [sic] "any part of it.(756>J) 

(1045) Jack Ruby was interviewed by Federal Bureau of Narcotics 
agents on October 29, 1947.(75/95) He identified a photograph of 
Jones and said he had, known him for the past 4 or 5 months. He had 
been introduced to Jones by Eva. Ruby stated he had never had any 
conversations with Jones “relative to narcotic drugs nor has he ever 
talked to Paul Jones in the city of Chicago, either personally or via 
telephone.” (75/95) Ruby stated that “he was visiting in Dallas, Tex., on 
October 2 and 3, 1947,” which are the dates that Paul Jones, Taylor 
Crossland, and Maurice Melton were in Chicago. (75/97) 
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(1046) In another interview, Jack Kuby stated: 

Later I heard that I had a phone call from Paul Jones at 
the Congress Hotel in Chicago where I was staying but I 
wasn't there at the time and 1 didn’t talk to him. Later some 
narcotics agents came to see me and showed me some pictures. 

I think the only one I knew was Jones. I told the agents all I 
knew but I didn’t know" anything about narcotics or what 
those fellows were doing. I know that Hymie, my brother in 
Chicago, had some kind of deal with Paul Jones. I think it 
was something to do with iron pipe. Everyone was trying 
to make a buck in those days after the war when things were 
short. For all I know, maybe they were shipping narcotics 
in iron pipe but I didn’t know anything about ii,{1508) 

(1047) Ruby was certain he had not met with Jones, Melton or 
Crossland in Chicago and that Jones had not propositioned him re- 
garding narcotics. (iJt?^) Ruby stated he did not know Crossland or 
Melton. (7576^) 

(1048) The FBI also interviewed Maurice Melton and Taylor 
Crossland. Melton stated that “to the best of his recollection he never 
met Jack Ruby.” (7577) He stated that he could have met Hyman 
Rubenstein and Jack Ruby in Chicago, but could not recall such a 
meeting. (757^) Taylor Crossland also could not recall meeting 
Ruby, {1513) He stated that Jones took him and Melton : 

to an unknown motel in Dallas, where Jones introduced 
them to an individual who might possibly have been identi- 
cal with Ruby. Jones and this man went into the motel for 
about 5 minutes and then Jones returned to the car and said, 
“We’ll have to go to Chicago to dispose of the stuff.” (757J) 

(1049) Jones stated in an FBI interview that from 1953 to the pres- 
ent he had been in Dallas only three or four times a year for brief 
periods. He stated : 

On most occasions he [Jones] would stop by once at a club 
being run by Jack Ruby and see him casually. He said he had 
no business connections with him. He would also occasion- 
ally see Eva Grant at one of the clubs, which at least a part of 
the time she has been running on behalf of Jack Ruby. {1615) 

(1050) Jones also stated that he had seen Ruby about a week before 
the assassination. {1516) In another interview, Jones said he : 

. . , saw Ruby about 10 days prior to the assassination of 
the President at Dallas. He saw him at the Carousel Club 
and asked Ruby how he was getting along. Ruby replied 
he was not doing any good and said “his competitors had be- 
come his enemies.” He asked Ruby if he could help and 
Ruby replied that he got himself into the situation and that 
he had to get himself out. (7577) 

Treatment hy the Warren Commission, 

(1051) The Warren Commission concluded that Jack Ruby was 
not involved with Paul Roland Jones in the 1947 organized crime 
move into Dallas or the narcotics case.(757<9) It offered the follow- 
ing bases for this conclusion ; 
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— ^There is no record that Hyman and Jack were prosecuted 
by Federal authorities in the narcotics case. 

— Jack, Hyman, and Eva denied any participation in any 
narcotics activities. 

— Jones and his co-conspirators also denied Ruby was in- 
volved. 

— One of Jones’ confederates stated that Jones propositioned 
Hyman and Jack concerning the narcotics, but they re- 
fused to participate. 

— One of the conspirators implicated Jones, but not Ruby 
or his brother. 

— According to Jack Ruby, he moved to Dallas to help Eva 
operate the Singapore Club and because his merchandising 
business had failed in Chicago. 

— George Butler stated Ruby was not involved in the bribery 
case. 

—The 22 recordings of the Guthrie, Jones, and Butler meet- 
ings failed to mention Ruby and indicated that only one 
“confederate” would be brought in and he would not be 
Jewish. 

(1052) The Warren Report does state that Ruby was friendly with 
“numerous underworld figures” and included Jones among them. 
{1620) The Commission concluded, however, that there was no signif- 
icant link between Ruby and organized crime. {1621 ) 

(1053) The Warren Commission decided to discount Steve Guthrie’s 
statement that Ruby was mentioned during the 1947 bribery case and 
to accept Butler’s statement instead. The Warren Commission did not 
review the actual recordings of the meetings between Jones, Guthrie 
and Butler. They had the FBI review incomplete transcriptions of 
the recordings. 

vii. Russell Douglas Matthews 
Biographical SuTmnary 

(1054) Russell Douglas Matthews was born on July 26, 1920, in 
Aspermont, Tex. When he was 7, he moved to Dallas. (ij^2) He served 
in the Marine Corps from December 1941 to October 1945. (iJ^J) 
After leaving the Marines, Matthews returned to Dallas, Avhere he 
remained until 1958. From July 1958 to January 1959, he resided in 
Havana, Cuba; he was also there from the middle of 1959 to Novem- 
ber 1959.(75^4) He returned to Dallas and remained there until Janu- 
ary 1971. In the early 1960’s, Matthews resided in Irving, Tex. (75^5) 
According to FBI reports, Mrs. Donna Sue Helton, a known prosti- 
tute, also resided at his Irving address. {1526) FBI reports in 1967 and 
1968 list Matthews’ address as 4509 Southern Avenue, Dallas. (75^7) 
In 1971, Matthews moved to Las Vegas and, as of 1978, was residing 
there. (75^r^) 

(1055) There is very little information regarding Matthews’ em- 
ployment prior to 1958 when he traveled to Cuba. In his deposition, 
he stated he could not remember the jobs he had had in Dallas. (75^P) 
Matthews said, “I have been in business by myself most of my life.” 
{1580) He did not elaborate on tliis statement except to note that he 
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had never been employed in a club in Dallas. (i5d7) Later in the dep- 
osition, Matthews stated he was in the bail bond business in Dallas 
before moving to Cuba. (1532) 

(1056) Matthews said that he owned two bars in Cuba. One was in 
the lobby of the Plaza Hotel, the other on Heiiio Street ; it was called 
the Sportsman’s C\wh, (1533) He had purchased the Sportsman’s Club 
from a Cuban in 1^5^,(1531^) He acquired the other bar after Castro 
came to power, in the early part of 1959.(75^5) Matthews stated that 
while in Cuba, he resided '‘for a while” in the Deauville Hotel. (75«^5) 
In two separate FBI interviews, he stated he worked in the gambling 
casinos at the Hotel Deauville. (7557) 

( 1057) After his return from Cuba, the record again is vague regard- 
ing his employment. A 1960 h Bi report states that Matthews was 
operating a bail bond and loan company on Record Street in Dal- 
las, (1538) On September 22, 1961, the FBI was advised that Matthews 
was residing in an apartment at 3918 Travis Street. Clayton Fowler 
owned the apartment house. Matthews was allegedly employed as a 
bondsman for Fowler. (755P) 

(1058) A 1962 FBI report states that during 1960, Matthews was 
employed as a “bouncer” at the New Orleans Room, owned by Joe 
Slatin.(75-^(?) The informant believed, however, that Matthews would 
not actually work in the Orleans Room but had arranged an agree- 
ment with Slatiii so he could be downtown without being arrested for 
vagrancy. (75-^7) In his deposition, Matthews admitted knowing Sla- 
tin.(754^) 

(1059) Two 1963 FBI reports state that Matthews was thought to 
be part owner or manager of the Redman Club in Dallas. (75^5) 
Another FBI report indicates that Matthews frequented the Redman 
Club.(75u^^) The club was reportedly being used by its members and 
proprietor for gambling activities, specifically high stake poker 
games. ( 7545 ) In his deposition, Matthews indicated he had heard of 
the Redman Club and described it as a “social club for members 
only.” ( 7545 ) He stated, “They might have had some friendly poker 
games occasionally between the members. It was not a gambling 
club.”(75u^7) Matthews did not state that he had any interest in this 
establishment. 

(1060) A 1967 FBI report notes that by all indications, Matthews 
was manager of the Skynight Club in Dallas. (75^5) The report states 
that in 1966, for a short period, Matthews operated the Skynight Club. 
In his deposition, Matthews admitted having heard of it.(75^^) 
(1061) After Matthews moved to Las Vegas, he obtained a work, 
permit from the Las Vegas police department on January 26, 1971, 
to work at the Paddock Racing Sports Club for Johnnie Lane. (755^) 
He worked at this club for 3i/^ years. (7557) In 1978, Matthews was 
employed by Benny Binion at the Horseshoe Club in Las Vegas. (755^) 

Treatment hy the ‘Warren Commission 

(1062) The FBI interviewed both Matthews and his ex-wife, Eliza- 
beth Ann Matthews, nee Elizabeth Ann Hedlund, a Dallas prostitute. 
(7555) The Warren Commission conducted no further investigation 
of Matthews. 
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(1063) In the FBI interview, Matthews stated he had known Euby 
for "‘approximately 12 years. ’(755^^) He considered Enby to be only a 
‘"passing acquaintance,” (7555) He had never had any discussions with 
Ruby except “to pass the time of day.” (7555) Mattliews was not aware 
of any gambling activities that Ruby may have had in Dallas (7557) 
and stated he had never heard of Ruby or Oswald being in Cuba. (7555) 
He indicated he had no information that Ruby was involved with any- 
one else in the killing of Lee Harvey Oswald. (755^) 

(1064) The FBI questioned Elizabeth Ann Matthews regarding a 
13-minute telephone call made on October 3, 1963, from the Carousel 
Club to a phone listed in her name. (7555) She stated that she did not 
know Ruby and could not recall having received a long distance tele- 
phone call from Dallas on or about October 3, 1963.(7557) She did 
state, however, “it could have possibly been a call from some ‘char- 
acter’ or some businessman with whom she is acquainted at Dal- 
las.” (755^) 

(1065) R. D, Matthews was mentioned in two other FBI reports as 
being an associate of Ruby. Charles Duarte stated that Matthews was 
well acquainted with Ruby. (7555) Robert Donald Lawrence listed 
Matthews among a group of individuals whom he considered to be 
friends and associates of Ruby’s. (7554^) He described Matthews as a 
“strong arm man.” (7555) 

(1066) The FBI interviews of Matthews and his ex-wife are very 
brief. They never clearly ascertained the extent of Ruby’s association 
with Matthews. There is no evidence that Matthews was questioned 
about his criminal activities and associations or the phone call made 
to his ex-wife. 

(1067) Matthews stated in his committee deposition that he had 
never heard of this phone call. (7555) He also stated that, although he 
remembered being interviewed by the FBI, he did not remember being 
asked when he first met Ruby. (7557) When he was shown the FBI 
interview of December 15, 1963, he indicated he did not remember 
saying he had known Ruby for 12 years. He stated, “Twelve years; 
I donx remember saying that. No, sir, I don’t remember saying that 
I’d known him 12 years and I don’t think I had.” (7555) 

(1068) There is also nothing to indicate that the FBI questioned 
Elizabeth Ann Matthews regarding any knowledge of Ruby’s associa- 
tion with her ex-husband or of his involvement in criminal activity. 
Matthews stated in his deposition that he could not remember exactly 
when he was divorced, but it was right about the time of the assassina- 
tion or in the late 1950’s.(7555) Elizabeth Ann Matthews presumably 
may have had additional information regarding Matthews’ activities 
in Dallas and Cuba during the 1950’s. 

Legal Activities 

(1069) Matthews’ only apparent legitimate vocation and source of 
income was the management of bars, clubs and restaurants. He also 
was allegedly involved in the bail bond business. (7575) Based on his 
numerous arrests,(7577) financial ventures in Cuba and relatively 
recent move to Las Vegas, Matthews’ financial and social position 
appears to be somewhat unstable. 
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(1070) Matthews only known law-enforcement connection was with 
Sheriff J . E. Decker of Dallas County. In an FBI interview on Septem- 
ber 29, 1959, Decker stated he had known Matthews all of his adult 
life. (757^) There is no information to determine exactly the nature 
of Matthews’ relationship to Decker. One FBI report states, “Mat- 
thews has always been known to be very ‘closed mouth’ and is known 
to have a deep dislike for all law-enforcement agencies.” (757J) 

Illegal Activities 

(1071 ) Matthews had been actively engaged in criminal activity since 
the 1940’s. He was described in one FBI report as a burglar, armed 
robber, narcotics pusher and murderer. (757^) Another described him 
as armed and dangerous, stating that he had been known to carry fire- 
arms and to use explosives in the past. (7575) Among other violations, 
Matthews was arrested in 1949 in Cleburne, Tex., for burglary ; he was 
arrested and convicted in 1950 for violating the Federal Narcotics Act ; 
in 1966 he was arrested in Oklahoma City for possession of a concealed 
weapon; and he was arrested in 1967 in Garland, Tex., for book- 
making; in 1976, he pled guilty in Las Vegas to a violation of the 
Wagering Act. (7575) 

(1072) Hollis de Lois Green gang . — An FBI report stated that sub- 
sequent to World War II in 1948, Matthews joined up with surviving 
members of the Hollis de Lois Green gang. This gang specialized in 
burglaries of pharmaceutical houses and large drugstores for narcotics 
and cash. (7577) 

(1073) In 1959, Sheriff Decker reported that past associates of 
Matthews are “underworld characters” Hollis de Lois Green, Jettie 
Bass, Nick Cascio, James Robert Todd and Angelo Thomas Casten. 
(7575) In his deposition, Matthews admitted knowing James Robert 
Todd. {1679) He described Todd as an acquaintance from 25 years 
ago who, to his knowledge, was not involved in gambling activities 
or safecracking. (7555) 

(1074) There is also evidence that Matthews was associated with 
Angelo Thomas Casten. (7557) 

(1075) In a 1963 FBI report, Matthews is included among a group 
of people considered the higher echelon in Dallas bookmaking. 
(755^) A 1964 report states th^at Matthews was known to have been 
involved in bookmaking activities in the Dallas area following his 
management of a private club which catered to small-stake poker 
games. (7555) Matthews was described by three informants as “a 
strongarm man for the collection of gambling debts, hired by Dallas 
bookmakers John Eli Stone and Isadore Max Miller. ”(755^) The 
same report (7555) lists three separate groups of bookmakers who 
could be considered the major operations in the Dallas area. (7555) 
One was composed of John Eli Stone, Isadore Max Miller and 
James Woodrow Stone. (7557) It was reported that on March 9, 
1964, John Eli Stone and Matthews left Dallas together, via Delta 
Airlines, for Las Vegas. (7555) This report also states that Matthews 
was considered as one of the less significant Dallas bookmakers. 
(7555) A 1967 FBI report states that Matthews was currently 
operating a bookmaking operation in Garland, Tex. (7555) Mat- 
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thews also was arrested several times for bookmaking activities. (iJPi) 
(1076) In his deposition, Matthews admitted knowing John Eli 
Stone for 30 years, but said he had no business dealings with him. 
{1592) He did not recall taking a trip with Stone from Dallas to 
Las Vegas. {1593) Matthews did admit knowing Max Miller and 
described him as an ““^old acquaintance.” (755^) Matthews stated he 
never saw Miller involved in any gambling activities. (7555) A 1973 
application for a wiretap listed Isadore Max Miller and John Eii 
Stone, along with R. D. Matthews, as allegedly being involved in 
illegal gambling activities. {1596) 

(1077) A 1961 FBI report states that James Henry Dolan and R. D. 
Matthews were “notorious hoodlums.” (7557) Dolan was described 
by an informant as a strong-arm man who had been employed by 
Santos Trafficante, Jr., a leading Florida organized crime leader. 
{1598) Dolan was also described as a strong-arm man employed by 
John Eli Stone and Isadore Max Miller to collect gambling debts. 
{1599) A 1962 FBI report states that Matthews was a Dallas hood- 
lum who visited Dolan regularly. In his deposition, Matthews admit- 
ted knowing Dolan, but said it was only a casual relationship. (7555) 
(1078) The FBI files indicate that Matthews had been the subject 
of investigation by the Dallas FBI office over a period of years, 
going back to 1963 for possible violation of the antiracketeering 
statutes and more recently the Federal gambling statutes. (7557) 
The record does not make clear whether these investigations led to 
an arrest or conviction. They probably at least contributed to Mat- 
thews’ arrest in 1966 for failure to pay for a gambling tax stamp 
and his guilty plea in 1976 for violation of title 18, U.S.C. section 1084 
(ITWI).(755^) 

(1079) In 1973, an FBI airtel from Dallas reported that an appli- 
cation had been made for an order authorizing a wiretap of Mat- 
thews, along with several others. (7555) This application stated that 
there was probable cause to believe Matthews was involved in illegal 
gambling business. Again, it was not clear whether the wiretap led 
to an arrest or conviction, although Matthews was arrested in 1975 
and 1976 on gambling charges. {160 If) 

(1080) On December 13, 1960, Matthews was observed by the 
Dallas criminal intelligence section. Pie was seen at the New Orleans 
Room, 1513 Commerce Street, Dallas, in conversation with its 
owner and operator, Joe Slatin. This report also states that Mat- 
thews was then employed at the New Orleans Room as a “bouncer.” 
(7555) 

(1081) On January 29, 1961, Matthews was arrested on a vagrancy 
charge at the Parkering Motel in Dallas. The police ascertained that 
James Robert Todd had been at the motel with Matthews just prior 
to the arrest. (7555) In March 1960, Matthews was seen in the com- 
pany of Jack Todd at Fitzgerald’s Bar in Dallas. (7557) 

Organized Crime OonnectioTis 

(1082) A 1976 Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) report 
states that in 1946 or 1947, Joe and Sam Campisi bought the Idle 
Hour Bar in Dallas and were known to be associated with Joe 
Civello and Russell Matthews. {1608) This report, also states that 
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when Matthews visited Dallas, he frequented the Egyptian Restau- 
rant owned by Joe Campisi. {1609) An FBI report, dated June 23, 
1969, states that Matthews was “hanging out” in the Egyptian 
Lounge with Sam and Joe Campisi. {1610) Another FBI report 
states that Matthews may have had some contact and connection 
with Joe Campisi, since Matthews frequented the Egyptian Lounge. 

(1083) While in Las Vegas to depose Matthews in early April 1978, 
two committee staff attorneys observed Matthews in the company of 
an individual they believed to be Joe Campisi. On April 16, 1978, Dal- 
las intelligence reported to the two staff investigators that Matthews 
and Joe Campisi had been observed together at an exclusive restau- 
rant in Dallas. 

(1084) In his deposition, Matthews admitted knowing both Joe 
and Sam Campisi. {1612) He said he had known Sam Campisi all 
his life, but that they had never had any business dealings. {1613) 
He had also known Joe Campisi for a long time. {16 H) Matthews 
stated, however, that he did not know Joe Civello, though he had 
heard the name. {1615) 

(1085) In 1960, Sheriff Decker reported that in 1958 Matthews vis- 
ited a gambling casino operated by Nick Cammata.(i^i^) Cammata 
was allegedly being investigated by the District Attorney’s Office in 
New York City. In his deposition, however, Matthews stated he did not 
know Nick Cammata. {1617) 

(1086) A 1959 FBI report states Matthews had visited Cuba prior 
to the revolution, for Santos Trafficante. (7^75) In his deposition, 
Matthews stated he did not know Trafficante, but he had heard the 
name. (7^7^) He also stated he had no association with the Sans 
Souci, a casino operated by Trafficante in Havana (7^^^) (it was oper- 
ated by Trafficante). 

(1087) Three FBI reports state that Matthews was associated with 
Salvador Amarena, aka Sammy Paxton. (7^^7) A February 1963 New 
Orleans Crime Commission report states that Matthews and George 
Lewis (or Louis), both of Dallas, visited Sammy Paxton at the Black 
Magic Lounge. The informant stated that it appeared Matthews had 
come to New Orleans especially to see Paxton, to offer him an oppor- 
tunity to open a business in Dallas. According to this report, Matthews 
told Paxton he could pick his own place and type of operation and he 
would not have to worry about “heat” because Matthews had Dallas 
all wrapped up (according to Matthews, “It is my town.”). (7^^^) 
The informant also indicated that they talked a lot about gambling 
and racketeers in various cities and their close affiliations with 
them.(7^^J) 

(1088) The same report indicates that on Monday, December 17, 
1962, two uniformed police officers came into the Black Magic Lounge. 
Paxton introduced Matthews and Lewis to them calling them “friends 
from Dallas.” (7^^4) The informant gathered from the conversation 
that Matthews and Paxton had worked for Santos Trafficante in the 
Embers Club in Havana. The Sans Souci was also mentioned. 
Matthews said the name Raoul Gonzales and indicated Gonzales had 
been in Cuba and was then in Las Vegas. Matthews also mentioned 
Tommy Ranzoni (phonetic spelling) as being an associate of “Chile” 
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Mendosa and Gonzales in Havana. The informant stated that it was 
apparent Matthews and Lewis were partners or alRliated in the Dallas 
rackets, and that Matthews had worked a big-time gambling house in 
Havana. {1625) 

(1089) In his deposition, Matthews admitted knowing Sam Paxton 
and described him as an acquaintance. He did not know if 

Paxton was associated with TralRcante. 

(1090) In 1978, Matthews was employed by Benny Binion, who 
operated the Benny Binion Horseshoe Club in Las Vegas. During the 
late 1930’s and the 1940's, Binion had been involved in illegal gambling 
activities in the Dallas area. He had admitted killing two individuals 
during this period. (i^^7) Matthews stated that he had known Binion 
for 20 or 25 years, {1628) but that he had never had any business deal- 
ings with him aside from his current employment. (7^^P) 

(1091) Matthews admitted knowing Lewis J. McWillie prior to his 
trip to Cuba. McWillie had been associated with a club in Dallas prior 
to going there. In Cuba, McWillie was employed as a pit boss at the 
Tropicana Casino. In 1978, McWillie was living in Las Vegas. 
Matthews originally stated he had never met McWillie in Cuba, but 
later indicated he might have “just run into him.” (7^56^) He claimed 
he had not maintained contact with McWillie and had had no business 
dealings with him. {1631 ) 

(1092) When asked if there had been a crackdown on gambling 
activities in 1947 in Dallas, Matthews responded : 

I suppose there might have been. I wasn’t involved in it 
so I don’t know, but I have heard this, yes, that they had an 
election and there might have been something going on be- 
fore that that was no longer allowed. I have heard this, 
yes. (7^5^) 

(1093) When Matthews was questioned about gambling in Dallas 
from 1960 to 1963, he responded that he was not aware of any gambling 
or drug trafficking in Dallas in that period. (7^55) He also stated he 
was not aware of any gun smuggling or narcotics trade with Cuba or 
Mexico. ( 7 ^ 54 .) 

Relationship With Ruby 

(1094) In interviews of Ruby associates after the Oswald shooting, 
Matthews was cited as a friend and associate of Ruby.(76“^5) In an 
FBI interview, dated December 15, 1963, Matthews stated he had 
known Ruby for about 12 years and probably met him through Ruby's 
operation of the Vegas Club. (f^'JG*) He characterized Ruby as a “pass- 
ing acquaintance.” (7^-77) On October 3, 1963, a long-distance tele- 
phone call of 13 minutes was made from the Carousel Club to Mat- 
thews’ ex-wife. {16S8) Elizabeth Ann Matthews could not recall receiv- 
ing the C2A\.{16S9) 

(1095) When asked when he first met Ruby, Matthews replied: 

I can’t really tell you that. I don’t know him that well. I 
don’t really know how to answer that. I can’t answer that. I 
don't know. How I really met him, I don’t know.(7^4^t?) 

Matthews later guessed that he met Ruby in the late 1950’s.(7^4^i) 
He did not recall ever meeting with Ruby. (7^4^) He stated, “I knew 
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him to spoak to him on the street but I don’t remember ever ha^dng^ 
any meetings with \\\my (IGJfS) When asked what was the nature of 
his interaetion with Euby, Matthews responded : 

Nothing. He was a man that was well-known around on the 
streets of Dallas. If you pass by him on the street he’s liable 
to introduce himself to you, so if I’d pass him I’d say hello. I 
don’t know what else to tell you. {16Jf.j^) 

(1096) Matthews did not recall the names of Ruby’s clubs and 
stated he could not remember ever being in any club owned by 
Ruby. (i6‘45) Matthews could not state when he had last seen Ruby. 
{IGJfi) He maintained he did not see Ruby in Cuba. 

Associates Knoicn hy Both 

(1097) Matthews admitted being acquainted with James Robert 
Todd for 25 years. (i^^5) Todd’s phone number was found in Ruby’s 
automobile. Todd had admitted knowing Ruby for about 10 or 12 
years. (i6‘4^) Todd was also associated with the de Lois Green Gang. 
(1098) A 1958 DEA report suggests that R. D. Matthews and 
Juanita Phillips (aka Candy Barr) were involved in drug traffick- 
ing. (76**5^) The report states that Matthews served 2 years for posses- 
sion of cocaine. (7^-57) In 1957, Phillips was sentenced to 15 years for 
possession of marijuana, and at the time of the report was out on an 
appeal bond.(7<55^) Euby was also associated with Phillips. On No- 
vember 13, 1963, a call was made from the Carousel Club to Phillips; 
it lasted 14 minutes. (7^75 J) One FBI report states that in 1956 Ruby 
had had a girl friend named Candy Barr.(7^JJ) Another FBI report 
states that Ruby approached a pilot for the Texas Department of Cor- 
rections regarding assistance in obtaining an early parole for Candy 
Barr. (76*55) Matthews admitted knowing Joe Campisi.(7555) Ruby 
also knew Campisi. On Friday, November 29, 1963, Campisi was ad- 
vised that Rub}" wanted to see him. (76*57) Campisi visited Ruby in 
jail on November 30, 1963. (76*5(9) He stated that his last contact with 
Ruby had been the Thursday before Thanksgiving, when Ruby came 
into the E^^ptian Lounge. (76*55) Matthews also allegedly frequented 
the Egyptian Louiige. (76*6*5) 

(1099) Matthews also admitted knowing McWillie. Euby, too, was 
associated with McWillie. In 1959, McWillie had invited Ruby to visit 
him in Cuba. (76*57) Euby did subsequently visit McWillie in 
Cuba. (755^) 

(1100) Matthews admitted knowing Joe Slatin but did not know if 
Ruby knew Slatin. (755J) One FBI report states that Slatin may have 
employed Matthews as a bouncer in his club. (755^) Ruby had also 
been associated with Slatin in the formation of the Sovereign 
Club. (7555) They were, in fact, partners in the S & R Corp. during 
the early part of 1960. ( 1GG6) 

Other Infonnation 

(1101 ) On June 6, 1964, Earl Manchester, an employee in the Service 
Department for Braniff Airways, Newark Airport, discovered a letter 
in a Braniff plane. It was typewritten, dated May 22, 1964, to “Don 
Jansen'’ from “S. Martin.” Within the letter, the following passage, 
attributed solely to a “Texas reporter,” appeared in quotations: 
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For God’s sake, don’t tell the FBI, but back about February 
(1963) when I was working for H. L. Hunt, some very 
prominent Texas men, K. D. Matthews, and I discussed the 
possibility of doing away with Cheddie [sic] Jagan or Castro 
or both. Not by the U.S. Government, you understand, but on 
a private basis. Hunt said we could have all the cash we 
needed, the others were in it, too, on a cash basis. We were 
going to get Castro sometime when he (Castro) went to Mex- 
ico. Understand now, we dropped it. K. D. didn’t go for it. 
Meanwhile, we understood there was a group in Florida with 
the same idea. Also, the Government knew all about it. (i^^7) 

(1102) Lonnie Iludkins, a reporter for the Houston Post in 1963, 
allegedly told Shirley Martin, a Warren Keport critic, that while he 
was employed as a public relations man for Hunt Oil Co., Hunt per- 
sonally approached him about going to Mexico to help kill either Castro 
or Cheddi Jagan, former Prime Minister of Guyana. (^^6*^) Accord- 
ing to Hudkins, the project never went forward because he and two 
other individuals believed the operation was dangerous, (i^^^) In 
1967, Hudkins revealed the identity of one of the other participants to 
be R. D. Matthews. { 1670 ) 

(1103) In his deposition. Matthews denied being present at any 
meeting where the possibility of killing Castro was discussed, (f ^77) 
He stated he had never heard people discussing the assassination of 
Castro. (7^7^) Matthews did admit hearing the name of H. L. 
Hunt,(7^7J) 

(1104) Deposition taken by the House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations. 
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NAOMI BOLSTAD was sworn to accurately and correct- 
ly report in stenotypy the complete proceedings had in the 
taking of the deposition of Russell Douglas Matthews - 

RUSSELL DOUGLAS MATIHEWS 

of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined on the 
part of the Committee, deposeth and saith: 

MR. WOLF; For the record, it should be noted 
that the Magistrate was Joseph L. Ward, and we are current- 
ly in Las Vegas, Nevada, on April l97tJ 

My name is James Wolf, Mr. Matthews. My co-coun- 
sel is Donald Purdy. We both, pursuant to House Resolution 
2:^.Z and Committee Rule A, have been designated counsel em- 
powered to take your statements under oath. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MK. WOU**; 

U would you please state your name for the record? 

A. Russell Douglas Matthews, 

u wnax IS your current address? 

rt. 4 hi^ Liiiiput Lane, Las Vegas, iMevaaa. 
a Mr. Matthews, have we given your counsel a copy 
of the Committee rules and the Committee resolutions prior 
to the commencement of this deposition? 

A Yes. 

0. And, Mr. Matthews, you understand this deposition 

on your behalf is being taken at your request as opposed to 

an appearance in Washington, D. C., is that correct? 

A Yes, I guess you could say that, yes. 
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a And, for the record, you are accompanied by coun- 
sel today? 

A Yes. 

MR. WOLF: Could counsel please identify himself 

on the record? 

MR. CLAIBORNE: Harry E. Claiborne, 108 South 

Third Street, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

0. Mr. Matthews, the entire record today will be 
transcribed. After the Committee has received a copy of 
the transcription, we will send you a copy of that record 
and ask you to sign and verify that, that it is a true, 
complete, and accurate account of the testimony you have 
given. 

We will then ask you to sign a statement to that 
effect and return it to us at the Committee’s offices. 

If you desire to make any changes in the trans- 
cription, I would request that you contact us and we will 
make the appropriate arrangements. 

If you do sign and verify the transcript, we will 
then provide you a copy for your permanent records of the 
transcript . 

Mr. Matthews, iriiere were you bom and what was 
the date of your birth? 

A July 26, 1920; Aspermont, Texas. 
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Q. How long did you live in Aspermont, Texas? 

A Ifritil I was seven years old. 

Q, Where did you move at that time? 

A Dallas, Texas. 

Q. How long did you reside in Dallas? 

A The rest of my life xontil the last seven years. 

I moved here a little over seven years ago. 

a You moved here in approximately 1971? 

A Yes; January of 1971. 

a And in Dallas, Texas, \rtiat was the first job 
that you held \diile you were living there? 

A I don*t remember. I have had a lot of jobs 
there. I don*t remember the first one really. I was just 
a kid. I worked in filling stations. I don’t remember. 

a Could you run through a chronology for us of some 
of the jobs you currently remember in Dallas that you held? 

A No, no, not that long ago I can’t. I have been 
in business for myself most of my life. 

a You are self-employed? 

A Yes. 

a While in Dallas, do you remember ever working 

for any other person? Were you ever employed at a club? 

A No, sir, not — no, sir. 

a When did you first meet Mr. Jack Ruby? 

A I can’t really tell you that. I didn’t know him 
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that well. I don't really know how to answer that. I 
Can't answer it. I don't know. How I really met him I 
don't know. 

U Do you remember approximately \then you met him? 

A. Let me see. I guess maybe the late '^Os, some- 
vdiere around there I suppose. I am Just guessing because I 
wasn’t that close an acquaintance that it sticks out in my 
mind. 

Q. What were the circumstances of the first meeting 
you recall with Jack Ruby? 

A. I don't recall any. I didn't have any meetings 
with him. I knew him to speak to him on the street but I 
don't remember ever having any meetings with him. 

Q, What was the first time that you remember ever 
speaking to him on the street? 

A. That is impossible for me to say. I don't know. 

a How do you estimate it was the late 1950s? 

A. Well» I am Just guessing. It seemed like he had 

been around Dallas or I'd heard his name or seen him on the 
street for a few years before this Kennedy assassination. 

I am Just assuming it was the late '50s. i don't really 
remember, 

u Do you recall ever being asked by FBI agents 
when you first met Jack Ruby? 

A. No, sir. 
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U You have no memory of FBI agents interrogating 

you? 

A. 1 remember FBI agents talking to me about it. I 
don*t remember that they asked that particular question. 

Q. In response to the FBI interview, would you have 
told them in iy63 or *64, 1 would assume that woiHd be — 

A. j. suppose; *6^, \dienever it happened. 

U (.Continuing) *63, would you have told them at 
that time a true account of your recollection of vrtien you 
first met Jack Ruby? 

A. If I told them it was a true account. I don*t 
recall vdiat I told them, 

Q. Mr. Matthews, let me show you, for the record — 

A. All ri^t. 

Q. (Continuing) — a copy of an interview conducted 
with you by the Federal Bureau of Investigation dated De- 
cember 15, 1963, and ask you to read that at this time. 

A Twelve years; I don*t remember saying that. No, 
sir, I don*t remember saying that I *d known him 12 years 
and I don»t think I had. 

Q. If you had known him 12 years, that would have 
meant you first met him in 1951, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir, I suppose that is true, but I don't re- 
member saying this. 

I remember some of these other things I said. I 
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don’t recall saying that I*d known him for 12 years. I 
don’t remember that. It has been some time ago, you know. 

Q, Is your testimony today that that statement — 

MR. CLAIBORNE (interrupting): Counsel, could I 

have a copy? 

MR. WOLF: Surely. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

U Is your testimony today that that statement would 
be incorrect? 

A I can’t really say, sir, to tell you the truth. 

It has been some time ago and if I said I’d known him 12 
years— like I say, some of those things that they asked me 
I remember saying. I don’t remember saying I’d known him 
12 years, 

I was not a close friend of his. I never had any 
mix with him socially or anything. I ^ust don’t remember 
how long I’d known him. You go a year or two and don’t see 
somebody sometimes, I didn’t know him that well. 

a What was the nature of your interaction with 
Jack Ruby? 

A Nothing. He was a man that was well known around 
on the streets of Dallas. If you pass by him on the street 
he’s liable to introduce himself to you, so if I’d pass him 
I’d say hello. I don’t know vrtiat else to tell you. 

a Were you familiar with the clubs in Dallas that 
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Jack Ruby visited? 

A. I’ve heard that he had some clubs. I have never 
been in one of them, 

d You have never been in the Carrousel Club? 

A. I don’t know where the Carrousel Club was actual- 
ly. 

d Did you know of any other clubs that Jack Ruby 

had? 

A. He has had several clubs around Dallas but I 
don’t recall the names. Now, where the Carrousel Club — I 
didn’t know he had — I don’t recall the names of any of 
them. I don’t remember ever being in any dub Jack Ruby 
had . 

If I have been, I don’t remember it, 

d Did you ever live in Cuba? 

A. Yes, sir. 

d What period of time was that? 

A. 1958 and ’59. 

d Was that continuous that you lived there during 

that time? 

A. No; I went to Cuba in 1958 and \rtien Castro r tliey, 
had the revolution, I came back for a few months and then 
went back and stayed until November 1959. 

d Do you recall urtiat time you returned to the 
States? You said Castro had the revolution. 
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A. Castro took over in the revolution, I think it 
was January 1, 1959, iirtiich I returned to the United States 
and I stayed — I don*t remember the exact date that I went 
back; maybe a month or so. 

a Did you come to the United States directly after 
the revolution, would it have been January of *59? 

A. Yes, sir. 

U And you stayed in the United States approximately 
how long? 

A. I*d say a month or two. I don't remember now; 
until things got settled down. I had a place of business 
there. 

Q. And then you returned to Cuba? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you do in Cuba upon your return? 

A I owned two bars there . 

a Which bars were those? 

A I owned a bar in the Plaza Hotel in the lobby and 
I owned a bar on Henio Street. H-e-n-i-o or something, I 
don't remember how you spell it. 

a What was the name of that bar, do you recall? 

A No; Sportsman's Club, I think. 

a While in Cuba did you know Mr. Lewis McWillie? 

A Yes, sir. 

a How did you know Mr. McWillie? 
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A. He lived in Dallas. I had known him for several 
years in Dallas. 

Q, Was that prior to your going to Cuba? 

A. Yes, sir. 

0, When you first went to Cuba, did you have a Job 

before you left for Cuba? 

A. No, sir, 

0, Upon your arrival in Cuba, >^o did you stay with 
or who did you first meet? 

A. I stayed in a hotel by myself. 

d Did you have any meetings with Mr. McWillie at 
that time? 

A. No, sir, Mr. McWillie wasn*t even in Cuba vrfien 
I went there. 

a And you established the bars by yourself? 

A Yes, sir. 

d During the period of time you were in Cuba, 1959, 
did you meet Mr. McWillie often? 

A No. 

d What was the first time that you met Mr. McWillie 
in Cuba? 

A I don't know how to answer that question. You 
are talking about something that happened 18 or 19 years 
ago and I really can't truthfully answer. 

d Well, Mr. McWillie was a friend of yours from 
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Dallas, isn*t that true? 

A. I knew him in Dallas, yes, sir. 

Q. Did he call you \dien he arrived in Cuba? 

A. No. 

a How did you first find out he was in Cuba? 

A. I don*t know. I might have Just run into him. 

You're talking about something that happened 18, 

19 years ago. I don't really remember, 

Q. I understand that. 

Do you recall any of your discussions with Mr, 

McWillie? 

A. No, I didn't have that many discussions with him, 
U Approximately how often did you see him? 

A Oh, I'd probably pass by him once every two or 
three months or so, I don't know. 

0, Do you know, did Jack Ruby ever visit Cuba? 

A i didn't see him, 

a Have you heard that he visited Cuba? 

A I have heard since this thing came out that he was 
there, yes, sir. 

a He did not visit you \^ile he — 

A (Interrupting) No, sir, I did not see him. I 

didn't even know he was there. 

a Did you ever discuss with Mr. McWillie the fact 
that Jack Ruby visited Cuba?' 
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A. I don*t remember that I have. 

Q. Do you know Mr, Tony Zoppi? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How do you know Mr. Zoppi? 

A. Mr, Zoppi used to be the entertainment writer or 
critic for the Dallas Morning News before he came to work 
here in Las Vegas. I knew him very casually. 

Q. Have you maintained contact with him since he came 
to Las Vegas? 

A. No, sir, I just knew who he was, that's all. 

Cl Have you ever met Mr. Zoppi? 

A. I think I have, I think so, yes. 

Q, Has Mr. Zoppi ever discussed with you a trip Jack 

Ruby took to Cuba? 

A. No, sir, Mr. Zoppi has never discussed anything 
with me. I guess this is a period of 20, 25 years, I doubt 
if I have ever spoken to him three times, three or four. 

0. Where were you when you heard that Jack Ruby as- 
sassinated Lee Harvey Oswald? 

A. In my home at that address you have there; Irving, 
Texas , 

a When was the last time before the assassination 
that you saw Jack Ruby? 

A. I don't know, sir. I don't know, because I had 
no meetings with him of any consequence. There wouldn't be 
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any way — I never stopped and talked to him or anything. I 
might have spoken to him on the street. I really don’t 
know. 

U What were your thoiights vAien you heard that Jack 
Ruby had killed Lee Harvey Oswald, given the fact that Jack 
Ruby was a person you knew even thou^ casually? 

A. I Just couldn’t believe it actually. Probably 
Just like anyone else, I couldn’t believe that anyone would 
do what he did. It was unbelievable to me that someone 
would walk in a police station and do that. If that is 
the reaction you’re looking for, I couldn’t believe it. 

U Is there any way for you to determine %Aien the 
last time prior to the assassination that you saw Jack Ruby 
was? 

A. No, sir, I can’t answer that. I don’t know. 

a Did you have any contact with Jack Ruby subse- 

quent to the assassination? 

A. No, sir. 

U Were you married to a woman known as Elizabeth 
Ann Matthews? 

A Yes. 

a When did you divorce Ms. Matthews? 

A I don’t remember the year. 

The questions you ask me happened 18, 20 years 
ago. It is impossible for me to remember the exact dates. 
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(i Was it in the early *50s, late *50s, or early 
*60s, can you state that? 

A. Probably the late *50s, 

d Late *50s? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q, It was before John F. Kennedy became President, 

to the best of your recollection? 

A. Maybe right about that time, to the best of my 
recollection, ri^t close to that time, yes, sir. 

Q, Where did your ex-wife continue to live after you 
divorced her? 

A. I don*t have any idea. 

Q, Did you live, prior to your divorce, in Shreve- 
port, Louisiana? 

A. No, sir. 

a Are you aware, did yoir ex-wife ever live in 

Shreveport, Louisiana? 

A I think that she could have. I mi^t have heard 
that. I*m not sure. 

d Subsequent to your divorce, did you maintain con- 
tact with your wife? 

A Before we were divorced? 

Q, After your divorce. 

A No. 

a You had no contact with her at all? 
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1 

A. I don*t say that I haven’t seen her or spoken to 

2 

her, but as far as any contact — 

3 

Q. Do you know where she is living now? 

4 

A. I have no idea. 

5 

Q. What was the last address that you know she was 

6 

living at, what city? 

7 

A. I don’t have any idea, sir. I don’t know for 

8 

sure • 

9 

Q. What was her maiden name? 

10 

A. Flanagan. 

11 

Q. Have you heard of the allegation that Jack Ruby 

12 

made a phone call to your ex-wife the month before the as- 

13 

sassination? 

14 

A. No, I didn’t even know they knew each other. 

15 

BY MR. PURDY: 

16 

a Mr. Matthews, was your relationship or your con- 

17 

tact with Jack Ruby such that you ever made or received a 

18 

phone call from him? 

19 

A. Not to my knowledge, no, sir, not that I ever re- 

20 

call . 

21 

a What was Jack Ruby’s reputation in the c<asnunlty? 

22 

You said he was well known. What was he well known for? 

23 

A. I’d say he was well known because he speaks to 

24 

you on the street. He was the kind of a man— I Just knew 

25 

he ran clubs. I don’t know that much about his reputation. 
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He was a person who would make himself known if you were 
ever around him. 

Q. Do you know anyone who was close to Jack Ruby? 

A. No, 1 couldn't — I don't know that I did. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

U Did Jack Ruby have a good relationship with the 
Dallas Police Department? 

MR, CLAIBORNE: How would he know? 

A Not knowing him any better than I do, I don't see 
how you think I could answer a question like that. I don't 
know. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

d To the extent you knew Mr, Ruby's reputation in 
the community. 

A 1 don't know his reputation in the community. 1 
Just knew him as a passing acquaintance. 

BY MK. PURDY: 

U Did you ever have the occasion xo have dinner or 
coffee or a drink with Jack Ruby? 

A Not that I ever recall, I don't ever remember sit- 
ting down at a table with him, 

BY MR. WOLF: 

0. Mr, Matthews, we are going to commence a now area 
of questioning now which will relate to your knowledge of 
Jack Ruby's involvement in activities that were going on 
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in Dallas in the 1950s and early 1960s. 

To yovir knowledge, was there activity in Dallas 
i^ich involved gun running or smuggling of arms or narcotics 
to Cuba? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

0 Was there any gun running or smuggling of arms or 
narcotics to Mexico? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

0. Do you know a John Thomas Mason? 

A. John Thomas Mason? 

0. Yes. 

A. No, sir, not that I remember. 

a Do you know a Robert Ray McKeown? 

A. I don*t remember the name, sir. No, I don't think 
so. 

a Do you know a Joseph Raymond Merola? 

A. No, sir. 

a Do you know a Dominick Bartone? 

A. No, sir. 

a Again addressing the period from 1947 throu^ the 
early 1960s, and breaking the periods down into categories 
to put Jack Ruby's activities in context — 


25 


las. 


MR. CLAIBORNE: '47 to '50? 

MR. WOLF: Yes, i4ien Jack Ruby first moved to Dal- 
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BY MR. WOLF: 

0. Prior to 19^7 to put Jack Ruby in historical con- 
text, was there in Dallas people engaged in gambling activ- 
ities? 

A. I don*t know that Jack Ruby ever was. 

0. !Die question is prior to 19^7 were people in Dal- 
las engaged in gambling activities. 

MR, CLAIBORNE: Were there people involved; you 

are not talking about Ruby? 

MR. WOLF: The question is whether there were 

people involved in gambling — 

MR, CLAIBORNE (interrupting): *^7 to *50? 

MR. WOLF: Prior to 19^7, 

MR, CLAIBORNE: I am going to object to that and 

ask for a statement of materiality, 

MR, WOLF: 'Die statement of materiality is that 

Jack Ruby moves to Dallas in 19^7. "Diere is a substantial 
question vrtiether the move to Dallas was in part an opera- 
tion of organized crime from Chicago moving into the Dallas 
area. 

To determine whether or not that is correct, it 
is necessary that the entire picture of crime operations in 
Dallas, both prior to 19^7 and subsequent, be put into its 
proper context. 

MR. CLAIBORNE: 'Diat is rather broad and far 
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reaching. As I imderstand it, your theory is in 1957 that 
Jack Ruby moved to Dallas, Texas, and that there was people 
involved in gambling and crime and that you want this wit- 
ness to explore vi^ether or not there was any connection be- 
tween Ruby and gAlizg activities, is that vrtiat your — 

MR. WOLF: Yes, that*s ri^t, Bie year was — 

MR. CLAIBORNE (interrupting): Why don't you ask 

him that? 

MR. WOLF; Bie year was 19^7, not 1957. That is 
v^y the first question addressed itself to 1947. 

MR. CLAIBORNE; Why don't you ask him v^ether or 
not he knew — 

MR. WOLF: We will be addressing that question. 

It was, first, more important to determine the general pos- 
ture in Dallas as to organized or lack or organized crime 
activity in the Dallas area. 

MR. CLAIBORNE; All right. 

A Sir, I was in the Marine Corps during World War 
II and I didn't get back to the United States until the 
last part of 1945, or really the first part of '46, and 
there wasn't any organized gambling of any kind for anyone 
that I knew of then. 

BY MR. WOLF: 
d Biat was in 1946? 

A Well, I got back from the Marine Corps I think 
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October, November of 19^5, so I didn’t really know about 
anything lontil 19^6. 

0. And in 19^6- *47 are you familiar with, during 
those two years, two years prior to Jack Ruby moving to 
Dallas, do you know, were individuals engaged in gambling 
activities in the Dallas area? 

A Well, sir, as far as people engaged in gambling, 

I suppose people gamble somewhere every day. I didn't see 
any gambling I don't think in the context you're talking 
about . 

0, What type of gambling generally did you see at 
that time? 

A I didn't see any gambling as far as any gambling 
casinos being open, if that's what you have reference to. 

Q. Generally, I would appreciate your description, 
and this is for historical context. 

A I suppose anybody might bet on a football game or 
a boxing match on TV or something. I don't know what kind 
of gambling you're talking about. 

a Were there any gambling clubs? 

A No, sir, not to my knowledge. 

a Have you ever heard of the Redman Club? 

A Wie Redman's Club; yes, sir. That wasn't a gam- 
bling club. 

U, What type of club was that? 
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A. It was a social club for members only, but there 
was no dice games or roulette or any kind of gambling there. 
They might have had some friendly poker games occasionally 
between the members. It was not a gambling club. 

U Are you familiar with the Top of the Hill Club? 

A I*ve heard the name. I*ve never been in it. 

U Do you know if in the Top of the Hill Club any 

gambling activities took place? 

A If they took place that late, I didn*t never know 
anything about it. l*d heard of it earlier. After I got 
back they were talking about it used to be gambling there. 

If there was gambling there at the time you are 
asking me, I didn't know it. 

U Do you know the Plantation Club? 

A No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a Mr. Hyman Fader? 

A Not that I remember. 

a Let me return for one second to a question that I 

asked on gun running. Do you know a Johnnie Grasaffi? 

A Johnnie Grasaffi; yes, I think I do know irtio 
you're talking about, yes, sir, 

a How do you know Mr, Grasaffi? 

A Just heard his name, maybe seen him a few times, 

a Where did you see Mr, Grasaffi? 

A I don't remember. 
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Q. What period of time did you know him, \rtien did 
you first meet him and approximately how often did you see 
him? 

A. I suppose it was in the late *40s, the best I re- 
member, I wasn^t a close friend of his or anything like 
that. 

Q. Do you know \diat type of activities Mr, Grasaffi 
was engaged in? 

A. No, sir, 

0. Had you ever heard of Mr, Grasaffi being engaged 

in any activities involving gun running or smuggling? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. In 1947 was there in Dallas a crackdown on gamb- 
ling activities? 

A. I suppose there might have been, I wasn't in- 
volved in it so I don't know, but I have heard this, yes, 

that they had an election and there might have been some- 

thing going on before that that were no longer allowed, I 
have heard this, yes. 

a Which election are you referring to? 

A. I think it was 1946, I guess. I don't remember — 
was that — I don't know. You probably have it written down 
in front of you there. 

d Is this the election involving Sheriff Guthrie? 

A. Yes, sir, I think that was the election I am talk- 
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ing about, 

a What was the effect of that election, to the best 
of your knowledge? 

A. I Just heard people talk that a lot of things in- 
volved in gambling, ipdiatever it amounted to, that it didn’t 
go on any more. Like I say, that’s Just about the time I 
got back from World War II. 

Q. Do you recall, did people involved in gambling 
activities stop gambling or did some of them move out of 
the city, or \diat was the general resiilt of the election? 

A. I had no way of knowing, sir. That was Just about 
the time I got back from World War II. I don’t know >rtio 
was doing it, 

Q. Have you heard that many of the people involved in 
gambling left Dallas and moved to Las Vegas? 

A. No, I don’t remember that I heard that. 

a Do you know if that is true? 

A. It possibly could be, yes, sir* 

a Do you know Mr. Joseph Slaten? 

A. Joe Slaten; yes, sir, I used to know him. 

a How did you know Mr. Slaten? 

A. He owned a club there in Dallas. He used to have 
clubs. There was never any garbling involved in them. 

a Do you know if Mr, Jack Ruby knew Mr. Joseph Sla- 


ten? 
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A. I don*t know, sir. 

Q, Do you know a James Henry Dolan? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q, How do you know Mr, Dolan? 

A. I just met him, I don't remember how I met him, 

I knew him casually. 

Q. Do you know if Jack Ruby knew Mr. Dolan? 

A. I don't know sir. 

Q. Do you know a James Robert Todd? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q, How do you know Mr, Todd? 

A. He was just an acquaintance of mine from 25 years 
ago or so. I don't remember how I first met him. 

Q, Do you know if Mr. Todd was involved in any gam- 
bling activities? 

A. Not to my knowledge, 

Q. Was Mr. Todd ever involved in activities involv- 

ing safe cracking? 

A. I don't know. 

Q, Do you know if Jack Ruby knew Mr. Todd? 

A. I don't know that either. They mi^t have known 
each other. I don't know, 

a Are you familiar with the AGVA Union? 

A What is it? 

a 


a-g-v-a 
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MR, PURDY; American Guild of Variety Artists, 

A I think — it has something to do with performers 
and that; I know \Aiat the union is, 

BY MR. WOLF: 

0. Were you familiar with it in Dallas? 

A No, I mean, I don’t know anything about it, 

a You don’t know anything about it? 

A No. I think this fellow Dolan worked for them 
>Aien he was there but I don’t know anything about it. 

BY MR. PURDY: 

0. Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr. 
Dolan? 

A No. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

Q, Do you know any of the interaction Jack Ruby may 
have had with people involved in AGVA? 

A No, sir, I have no idea, 

a Do you know an Isadora Max Miller? 

A Yes, sir. 

0. And how do you know her? 

A Just an old acquaintance that I have known around 
Dallas for years. It is impossible for me to remember how 
I met a man first 25 or 30 years ago. 

a Was he involved in any gambling activities? 

A I never did see him involved in any. I don’t 
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know. 

U. Do you know if Jack Ruby knew him? 

A. I don*t know that either, 

U Do you know Mr. Harry Urban? 

A. Yes, sir. 

U How do you know Mr. Urban? 

A. ^e same way, Just that he lived in Dallas all of 
his life and I have. I don*t know. I can*t tell you how I 
first met him. 

Q, Did you know him socially or did you ever have 
any business with Mr. Urban? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Which way did you know him? 

A. I Just knew him as a speaking acquaintance, 

a Do you know if Mr. Urban was involved in any 

gambling activities? 

A. I never did any gambling with him. I couldn't 
say that. I don't know, 

a Do you know if Jack Ruby knew Mr, Urban? 

A. I don't know, 

a Did you know Mr, Harry Hall? 

A. Not to my knowledge, 

a Also known as Harry Sinclair? 

A No, sir. 

a During the period of 1958 throu^ I960 were you 
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aware of any gambling activities in the City of Dallas? 

A. I don't know how I could have, sir. I was living 
In Havana, Cuba. You Just established that a few minutes 
ago. 

a But you could have been aware of gambling activi- 
ties? 

A. No, I had no way of being aware of it, 

0. Do you know Mr, Paul Rowland Jones? 

A. I have heard his name. I don't know him, no. 

0, You have never met Mr, Jones? 

A. No, sir, not that I remember. 

Q, Did Mr. Ruby know Mr. Jones? 

A. I have no way of knowing that. 

Q, Do you know Mr, James Breen? 

A. James what? 

a Breen, B-r-e-e-n, 

A. No, not that I remember. 

a Was there in the period 1958 throu^^ I960 any 
drug trafficking ongoing in the city of Dallas? 

A. Sir, you Just established that I lived in Havana, 
Cuba, in those years and I don't know how you would expect 
me to know anything like that, 

a Some of your associates may have spoken to you — 
A. (Interrupting) How would any associates — I was 

living in Havana, Cuba. I don't even know if I saw anyone 
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from Dallas in that period of time, 

Q. You stated you saw Mr. McWillie, who was from 
Dallas. 

A. McWillie was living in Havana, Cuba, when I saw 
him, sir. 

Q. After your return to Dallas in 1961 — is that 
ri^t? 

A I960, November of I960. 

Q. And how do you recollect that date? 

A I Just remember that it was Just about the time 
of Kennedy’s election. That’s the reason I remember. 

a After your return to Dallas from I960 to 1963 
were you aware of any gambling activities in the City of 
Dallas? 

A No, sir. 

Q. Were you aware of any drug trafficking involving 
people in the City of Dallas? 

A No, sir, 

a Do you know a Helen Alfonse Roan? 

A No, sir. 

a Had you ever heard that Jack Ruby was involved in 
gambling activities in the City of Dallas? 

A No, sir. 

a Had you ever heard that he was involved in drug 
trafficking? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Had you ever heard that he was involved in pros- 
titution activities? 

A. No, sir. 

d You have already testified that you could not 
characterize Jack Ruby*s general relationship with the Dal- 
las police. However, let me ask, was it practice, to your 
knowledge, in Dallas to have individuals give kickbacks to 
the Police Department, Individuals vho ran particular clubs? 

A. No, sir, not to my knowledge. 

0. Do you know if Jack Ruby ever gave any kickbacks 
to the police? 

A. I would have no way of knowing that, sir. 

0. Do you know if Jack Ruby was ever a police in- 
formant? 

A. I have no way of knowing that. 

0. Do you know Mr. Sam Campisi? 

A. Yes, sir. 

d How do you know Mr. Campisi? 

A. I went to school with Campisi, Sam Campisi, when 
we were kids. I have known him all my life. 

d Have you ever had any business dealings with Nr. 
Campisi? 

A. Business dealings, no, I don't remember that we 
ever had any business dealings. He was a friend of mine. 
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I knew him until the time he died. I went to his funeral. 

Q. Do you know if Jack Ruby knew Mr. Campisi? 

A. I don*t know. They could have. They were both 

in the kind of business that they're in the public eye. 
They could have known each other. One of them had clubs. 
The other had a restaurant. I don't know anything about 
their relationship. 

0. Do you know Mr. Joe Campisi? 

A. Yes, sir; he is Sam's brother, I know him well. 

0. Was your relationship with Joe Campisi the same 

as your relationship with Sam? 

A. Joe was a little older, but yes, sir, I've known 
him for years. 

0. Do you know if Mr. Ruby knew Mr. Joe Campisi? 

A. They could have, sir. I don't know anything 
about their relationship. 

Q, Do you know Mr. Joseph Civello? 

A. No, sir. I've heard his name. 

Q. You have never met him? 

A. I mi^t have met him at some time. I can’t say 
that I haven't met him but I wasn't a friend of his or 
close associate. 

Q. Do you know if Mr. Ruby knew Mr. Civello? 

A. No, sir, I don’t know that. 

d Do you know Mr. Dusty Miller? 
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A, No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard that name? 

A. I don*t remember that I did. I don*t remember, 
d Do you know Mr. Lenny Patrick? 

A. No, not to my knowledge, 

d Have you ever heard the name? 

A. Not that I remember, 

d Do you know Mr. David Yaras? 

A. No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard the name? 

A. Not to my knowledge, 
d Do you know Mr, Barney Baker? 

A. No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard that name before? 

A. Not that I remember, 
d Do you know Mr. Nofio Pecora? 

A. No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard the name before? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

d You do know and currently work for, in fact, Mr. 
Benny Binlon, is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir, I know Mr. Benny Binion. I work for 
him now. 

d When did you first meet Mr. Binion? 

A. It was out here, I guess. I don't remember what 
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year. It was 20, 25 years ago, I guess, 20 or 25. I don*t 
remember. 

Q. When you say ’’out here,” do you mean Las Vegas? 

A. Las Vegas, yes, sir. 

Q. At that time you were living in the City of Dal- 
las? 

A Yes, sir. 

0. How did you first meet Mr, Binion in Las Vegas? 

A I don't remember. He is in business. I guess I 

maybe visited, someone introduced us, I guess. I don't 
know. 

U Was he living in Las Vegas at that time? 

A Benny Binion; yes, sir, he had a place of busi- 

ness. 

0. And you were here on — 

A (Interrupting) Visiting. 

0. Did you maintain contact with Mr. Binion after 
you returned to Dallas? 

A No, sir. 

0. When did you next see Mr. Binion? 

A I don't know, I came out here quite often. 

0. When you first moved to Las Vegas, did you im- 
mediately go to work for Mr. Binion? 

A No, sir, 

a Who did you first work for in Las Vegas? 
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A. Johnie Lane in a racing sports club. Die name of 
it was the Paddock Racing Sports Club, on First Street. 

Q. How long did you work there? 

A. Diree and a half years. 

Q. vnio did you work for after that time? 

A. Benny Binion, 

Q. Have you maintained contact with Mr. Lewis Me- 
Willie in Las Vegas? 

A. No, sir, 

0. When was the last time you spoke to Mr. McWillie? 

A. Well, he worked at the Horseshoe for a while. I 

believe that is the last time that I*ve seen him. 

0. What time period was that that he worked there? 

A. Let's see, I guess he has been gone away from 

there over a year ago, I suppose. He was working there 
>Aien — we were working the same place together. I saw him 
then. I don't recall seeing him any since then. 

d While you were in Cuba did you ever have any 
business dealings with Mr. McWillie? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Subsequent to your return from Cuba and his re- 

turn from Cuba, did you ever have any business dealings 
with him? 

A. No, sir. 

a Did Mr. McWillie ever discuss Jack Ruby with you? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know Mr, Ralph Paul? 

A. No, sir. 

U Have you ever heard that name? 

A. No, sir. 

U Do you know Mr. Norman Rothman? 

A. No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard that name before? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

0. Do you know Mr. James Bradin? 

A. No, sir. 

d Mr. Eugene Hale Brading? 

A. No, sir. 

d Do you know a Mr. Ben Whittaker? 

A. Yes, I*ve heard his name. I don’t know that I 
have ever met him personally. 

d Do you know \diat activities Mr. Whittaker was en- 
gaged in? 

A. He owned a hotel there in Dallas that I knew of. 
Diat’s the reason he was well known. He owned some race 
horses. Diat’s the way I heard his name. 

d Did you hear that Mr. Whittaker was involved in 
gambling prior to 1947? 

A. Not to my knowledge, no, sir. 
d Do you know a Pat McFay Kirkland? 
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A. What name ? 

Q. Pat McFay Kirkland. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever heard that name before? 

A. Not that I remember. 

Q. Prior to your moving to Cuba vdiat were you doing 
in Dallas, Texas? 

A. 1 was in the bail bond business. 

Q. And why did you decide to move to Cuba? 

A I don't know. I Just did, that's all. Die busi- 

ness 1 was in wasn't doing any good. 

U Did you contact anybody in Cuba prior to moving 
there? 

A No. 

Q. Had you aver been in Cuba prior to moving there? 

A No, sir. 

Q. Did you Just fly yourself down and move into a 
hotel? 

A I Just went down to look. I heard there were op- 
portunities there. Diere was a lot of tourist activity. 

a Die first time you went down, in effect, you 
wound up staying for about a year, is that correct? 

A No, sir, 1 came back and got my clothes and things 
like that and then went back and made a deal with somebody 


about a club 
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Q, The first time you went down was to establish a 
business opportunity? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q, How long were you down on that trip? 

A. A week or two, the best I remember. 

Q. How long did you return to Dallas for? 

A Just long enough to get things packed, a day or 

so, and went back. 

Q. Who did you see on that first trip to establish 
your business opportimity? 

A I don’t remember the name. It was a Cuban. Those 
names are very difficult to remember. I made arrangements 
to buy a club from him, 

Q. Was it a Cuban i/ational? 

A I don’t know, sir. 

Q. Was it a businessman or someone affiliated with 
the government? 

A No, no, he wasn’t affiliated with the government. 
He owned a club. 

a He owned a club and he sold the club to you? 

A Yes. 

a Which club was that? 

A That was the one on Henio Street, the Sportsman’s 


Club, 


Was that the only club you bou^t that trip? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Cl When did you buy your second club? 

A. The first part of 1959. 

Cl And you kept the other club in operation as well 
as the second? 

A Yes, sir. 

d After you permanently moved to Cuba did you ever 
retiJim to the United States until Castro took over? 

A Now, I retuinied when Castro took over. Biat is 
the only time. 

Cl But you didn*t come back for a visit or anything? 

A No. 

d Do you recall the date on which you bou^t the 
second club? You said it was 1959. 

A It was the first part of 1959 ri^t after I re- 
turned — 1 don’t remember the exact date. I returned from 
the United States the first couple of days of 1959. I 
stayed a week or two and went back. It was ri^t in that 
period of time; January or February. 

d You bou^t the second club in Cuba after Castro 
had taken over? 

A. Yes, sir. 

d Did you feel that was a good investment to make 

at that time? 

A It wasn't that much money involved. It was a 
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lease thing from the hotel, I had to buy the merchandise 
and the ri^t to it. 

Q. What hotel was that? 

A. Ihe Plaza Hotel. 

Q. In your arranging the lease was it necessary to 
deal with any of the new Cuban government officials? 

A. No, sir. 

a The first club you owned outri^t, is that ri^t? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the second club you Just leased? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ever have any association with the Dovil 
Hotel? 

A I lived there for a while, 

Q. Did you ever operate any club there? 

A No, sir. 

a Did you ever have any association with the Sans 
Souci Hotel? 

A No, sir. 

a Do you know Mr, Salvador Amarena? Let me spell 
the last name — 

A (Interrupting) It doesn't make any difference. 

You don't have to spell it because I don't know anybody who 
has a name close to that. 


a 


He is also known as Sammy Paxton. 
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H Ch, yes, I do know iidio you* re talking about. He 
was an acquaintance of mine, yes. 

Q, How did you know Mr, Paxton? 

He had a club down there in Cuba. One of them 
wasn*t too far from mine, 

0. Do you know iidiat club he worked at? 

A. I didn*t know he worked at a club. He owned a 
club there. He had a club; a drink place, not a gambling 
club. 

0. Do you know the name of it? 

A. No, I don’t recall that. 

a Did Mr. Paxton known Mr. Santos Trafficante? 

A. I don’t know, 

a Do you know Mr. Nick Cammata? 

A. No, sir. 

a C-a-m-m-a-t-a? 

A. No, sir. 

a Do you know Mr, Michael McLaney? 

A. No, sir, 

a Have you ever heard that Mr. McLaney was an owner 
of the National Casino? 

A. I’d heard that iidiile I was living down there but 
I never met him. 

a Do you know Mr. Dino Cellini? 

A. No , sir . 
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U Have you heard that name before? 

A. I don’t remember. I could have, yes, sir. I 
think I have heard that name, 

Q, But you have never met Mr, Cellini? 

A. No, sir. 

Q, Do you know Mr. Santos Trafficante? 

A. No, sir,. 

U Have you heard that name before? 

A. Yes, sir, 

U Do you know Mr, Frank Ragano? 

A. Frank \&io7 

a Ragano, R-a-g-a-n-o, 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever heard that name before? 

A. No, sir. 

Q, Did you ever meet Mr. Meyer Lansky? 

A. No, sir. 

a Have you ever spoken with Mr. Lansky? 

A. No, sir, 

0. Did you ever meet or speak with Mr, Jake Lansky? 
A. No, sir. 

a Were you familiar with the Tropic ana Club in 
Havana? 

A. No, sir. Familiar with it, I knew it was there. 
I didn’t have anything to do with it. 
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d Do you know ii^o owned or operated the Tropicana? 

A. No, sir, 

Q. Have you heard the name John Roselll? 

A. No, sir, 

a You have never heard Mr. Roselll 's name? 

A. Ch, yes, in a paper here lately I saw something 
about him, yes. I never met him or heard of him before, 

Q. Do you recall \rtiat it said in the paper? 

A. It said he got killed. Diey foxand him out in the 
ocesoi or something. I saw that in the paper. 

0. You never met or spoke with Mr. Roselli? 

A. No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard of a Mr. Sam Giancana? 

A. I have heard the name. Yes, sir. I*ve seen him 
in the newspapers. 

d Have you ever spoken to Mr, Giancana? 

A. No, sir. 

d Do you know Mr. Robert Maheu? 

A. No, sir. 

d You have heard that name? 

A. I have heard the name, seen it in the papers, 
d Do you know Mr. Frank Rosenthal? 

A. Yes, sir. 

d How do you know Mr. Rosenthal? 

A. Well, Frank Rosenthal was running the Rose Bowl 
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Race and Sports Book v^en I was working that business, and 
we had occasion to do business with each other, 

U !Ihat was here in Vegas? 

A. Here in Law Vegas, yes. 

U Did you know Mr. Rosenthal while you were in Cu- 
ba? 

A. No, sir, 

Q, When was the first time you remember meeting Mr. 

Rosenthal? 

A. When I was working at the Paddock Race and Sports 
Book and he had the Rose Bowl. I guess the first year was 
1971 . 

U Do you know if Mr. Rosenthal had any activities 
in Cuba? 

A. No, sir, I have no knowledge of that. 

U Do you know if Mr. Rosenthal knew Jack Ruby? 

A. No, sir. 

a Do you know Mr. Eugenio Leal, L-e-a-1? 

A. No. 

a Have you ever heard that name before? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

a Have you ever heard the name Evaristo Garcia? 

A. No, sir. 

a Have you ever heard the name Rafael Garcia Bongo? 

A. No, sir. 
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U Have you ever heard the name Raphael Gener? 

A. No, sir. 

d Have you ever heard the name Angelo Bruno? 

A No, sir, not that I remember. 

a Mr, Bruno is from Philadelphia. Have you ever 

heard that — 

A (Interrupting) I have never been to Philadelphia 

in my life. 

0, Have you ever heard he may have had an interest 
in some of the Cuban casinos? 

A Not to my knowledge, no sir. 


a 

A 

a 

A 

a 

A 

a 

A 

a 


Have you ever heard the name Gil Beckly? 

A 


No, sir. 

Have you ever heard the name Benton? 

Sam >diat? 

Benton, B-e-n-t-o-n. 

No, sir. 

Have you ever heard the name Norman Rothman? 

No, sir. 

Have you ever heard the name Sam Manarino. 

MR. CLAIBORNE: Counsel, I would like a statement 

of materiality and the purpose for the record. This man, 
you're asking him name after name after name that he doesn't 
know. 


MR. WOLF: He— 
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MR. CLAIBORNE (interrupting): Let me finish, if 

you will please. 

You young men have a job to do, and I appreciate 
that. 1 don't want to interfere. That is vrtiy I haven’t 
made any objection, and I won’t if I understand the situa- 
tion, but it seems to me terribly time consuming to ask a 
man a v^ole lot of questions that you know in advance that 
he doesn’t know or you don’t have some information that he 
knows. 

MR. WOLF: If I may respond. 

MR. CLAIBORNE: Those kinds of question are con- 

sidered by every court that has heard such propositions to 
be just not right. 

If you have reason to believe he knows some of 
these people and he can be helpful in giving you informa- 
tion in that area, he is perfectly willing to do so, but 
please don’t take up our time just rvinning through a list 
of Italians. It seems like now you have a list of all of 
the Italians >ho have immigrated to this country maybe in a 
certain year. 

MR. WOLF: Well, I will point out two propositions. 

First of all, as you are certainly aware, this is not a 
court — 

MR. CLAIBORNE: I understand that. 

MR. WOLF: This is a legislative proceeding — 
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MR, CI4AIBORNE (interrupting): I am Just asking 

for a statement so the record will show it. 

MR. WOLF: I am Just saying it is a legislative 

proceeding and, of course, the standards for relevancy and 
pertinency are different in a legislative proceeding than 
in a court proceeding, 

MR, CLAIBORNE: Counsel, I am well aware of that. 

I have been Special Counsel in one of the Senate Committees 
in hearings myself, I am well aware of that. 

MR, WOLF: These people we are listing — in re- 

sponse to your second point — are all individuals >^o are 
involved in Cuban activities. We do not know v^ether or 
not Mr. Matthews knew them. That is the purpose of asking 
these questions. 

MR, CLAIBORNE: But do they have any connection 

with Ruby? 

MR. WOLF: There is a connection with Ruby, yes, 

in some of them. As you are well aware, Mr, Matthews has 
responded that he knew some and nobothers. We do not know 
\^ich individuals. 

MR, CLAIBORNE: I think he has responded he has 

known one out of about the last 30 names you have read off. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

0. Have you heard of the name Mr. Charles Routine? 

A No, sir. 
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Cl Have you heard the name Babe Baron? 

A. What is it? 

Qi Babe JUaron, B-a-r-o-n, 

A. No, not that I know of, 

Q. Are you familiar with General Baron? 

A No. 

MR. CLAIBORNE: General Baron >rtio used to be at 

the Sands Hotel — 

MR. WOLF: That could be. 

MR. CLAIBORNE (continuing): — here in Vegas? 

. MR. WOLF; Yes. 

MR, CLAIBORNE; Did you know him vrtien he was here? 
THE WITNESS: No, sir, I didn»t know him. 

BY MR. WOLF: 

a Do you know a Willie Bischoff? 

A No. 

0. Did you know Mr. John Wilson Hudson? 

A No. 

a Have you ever met with Mr, H. L. Hunt? 

A No, sir, 

a Do you know Mr. Hunt? 

A No, sir. 

a Have you heard of Mr, Hunt? 

A Everybody has heard of him, sir. 

0. Were you ever present at a meeting vrtiere the pos- 
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sibility of killing Castro was discussed? 

A. No, sir. 

You mean a meeting with Mr. Hunt? 

Q, Either a meeting with Mr. Hunt or without Mr. 

Hunt. 

A. No, sir, 

0, You were never present at any meeting? 

A. No, sir. 

Q, Prior to the assassination of President Kennedy 

had you ever heard people discussing assassinating Fidel 
Castro? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Subsequent to the assassination of President Ken- 

nedy did you hear any people discussing liie possibility of 
assassinating Fidel Castro? 

A. No, sir, 

a Had you ever heard that the assassination of 
President Kennedy was in retaliation for an attempted as- 
sassination on Fidel Castro? 

A. No, sir. 

a Do you know Mr. John Eli Stone? 

A. Yes, sir, 

a How do you know Mr. Stone? 

A. He is Just another man I*ve known for 30 years or 


so. I don't remember >rtien I first met him. 
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Q. Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr. 
Stone? 

A. No, business dealings, no, I didn*t have any busi- 
ness dealings with him. 

Q. Where did Mr. Stone reside? 

A. Dallas, Texas. 

Q. Did you ever go to Laa Vegas with Mr. Stone? 

A. With him; I don*t remember that we got on the same 
plane and came together. I have seen him out here. 

0. Do you recall \^en — you said you came on the same 
plane. Do you — 

A. (Interrupting) I say I don’t recall — you asked 
did I come with him. I said I don’t remember that we came 
together on the same plane. I have seen him on a lot of 
occasions out here in Las Vegas. 

U Did you ever take a Joint trip, even if you 
weren’t on the same plane, from Dallas to Las Vegas? 

A. Not that I remember, no, sir. 

I won't say that that is impossible but I Just 
don’t remember it. 

0. Do you know if any people here in Las Vegas were 
interesting in funding Jack Ruby’s legal fees? 

A. No, sir, not to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Joseph Gebron, G-e-b-r-o-n? 

A. Yes, I knew him. He is dead now. 
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U How did you know him? 

A. Just another old acquaintance around Dallas I have 
known for years. 

(i Was he involved — prior to 19^7 do you know if he 
was involved in any gambling activities? 

A. I don*t know, 

Q. Do you know if he was involved in any gambling 
activities from 1947 through I960? 

A. I don’t know, sir, 

d Was he involved in any gambling activities subse- 
quent to I960? 

A. I don’t know, sir, 

d Was he arrested with you in 1967 on bookmaking 
charges? 

A. He got arrested on the street and they arrested 
me at the same time. Ihey didn’t arrest us together. They 
took us to jail together. 

d What was the charge you were arrested on? 

A. Ihey arrested us for investigation of bookmaking 

and there was no charge ever made, 

d Have you ever heard of the Skyni^t Club? 

A. Yes, sir, 

d Do you know if Jack Ruby ever went there? 

A. Not that I know of. 

d You stated that you knew Mr, Johnnie Grasaffi? 
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A. I knew him casually, yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know what activities Mr. Grasaffi engaged 

in? 

A. I have no idea. 

Q. Have you ever heard that before the mob assumed 
control of Dallas that Mr, Grassaffi would have to be run 
out of town? 

A. I didn't know the mob ever got control of Dallas. 
I didn't hear the other, either. No, sir, I didn't hear 
either one of them. 

d You currently work for Mr. Binion, as you testi- 
fied. Do you know why Mr. Binion left Dallas in 19A7? 

A. I don't know, sir. 

Cl Has he ever discussed that with you? 

A. No. He doesn't have to discuss anything with me. 
d Do you know if Mr. Binion was engaged in gambling 
activities in Dallas prior to 1947? 

A. I don't know. I told you, vrtien I returned back 
from the Marine Corps, he wasn't at that time, 

d Mr. Binion never discussed with you his activi- 
ties in Dallas? 

A. No, sir. 

d Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr. 

Binion aside from your current employment? 

A. No, sir. 
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U Did Jack Ruby ever suggest doing any type of 
business deal with you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you familiar with any business dealings that 
Jack Ruby engaged in? 

A No, sir. 

Q. Have you heard of Mr. Carlos Marcelo? 

A I*ve heard the name, yes, sir. 

a Do you know if Jack Rudy knew him? 

A I don*t have any way of knowing that. 

0. Did anybody hire Jack Ruby to kill Lee Harvey Os- 
wald? 

A I don*t know. 

0, Did anybody hire Lee Harvey Oswald to kill Presi- 

dent Kennedy? 

A I have no idea. 

a Is there any general information you could tell 

us about Jack Rudy that would be helpful to the Committee 
in investigating the assassination of President Kennedy? 

A I don’t know anything I could tell you, sir. I 
Just don’t know. He was a very sligjit acquaintance of mine, 
Just a passing acquaintance, 

0. Can you characterize him personalitywise? 

A He was an outgoing sort of a man. That is one 
reason a lot of people knew him. He was an outgoing person- 
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ality and would make himself known or introduced to you if 
you were around him. 

Cl Was he an emotional kind of person? 

A. He seemed to be a nervous kind of a fellow. He 
was aggressive, you know, he wanted to be introduced, he*d 
give you a card, "Come to my club," things like that, 
lhat's all I really know about him. 

Q, Was he a violent person? 

A. I never saw — I don’t have any way of knowing 
that. I never saw any occasion. 

d Did you ever see him engaged in any fights or ar«- 
guments? 

A. No, sir. 

d Did you know any of Jack Ruby’s sisters or broth- 

ers? 

A. No, sir. 

d Mr. Matthews, I believe that concludes our depo- 

sition. If you would like to make any statement for the 
record that will be helpful to the Committee, it would be 
most appreciated. 

A. I don't know what I can tell you, sir. If 1 
could help you I would, 

MR. WOLF: Thank you very much, Mr. Matthews. As 

we explained, we will send you a copy of this deposition. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 

19 . My commission will expire 
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United States of America, ) 

( 

State of Nevada, } ss. 

( 

City of Las Vegas. ; 

I, Joseph L. Ward, U, S, Magistrate, do certify 
that, pursuant to notice, there came before me, in Room 
4-003, Federal Courthouse, 210 Las Vegas Boulevard, in Law 
Vegas, State of Nevada, Russell Douglas Matthews, who was 
by me duly sworn to testify the whole truth of his know- 
ledge touching the matter herein; that he was examined and 
his examination at the time reduced to writing in Stenotypy 
by Naomi Bolstad and that such examination has been correct- 
ly transcribed and is fully and accurately set forth in the 
52 preceding pages; that the deposition is a time record of 
the testimony given by the witness, that his said deposi- 
tion so given was by said witness subscribed and sworn to; 
that said deposition was taken on the day, between the hours 
and at the place in that behalf aforesaid; and that said 
deposition is now herewith ret\imed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand at 
my office in this day of 

1978. 


-105 0 - 79-38 
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United States of America, ) 

( 


) ss . 


( 


State of Nevada, 

City of Las Vegas. ) 

I, Naomi Bolstad, do certify that I accurately 
and correctly reported in Stenotypy the complete proceed- 
ings had in the taking of the deposition of Russell Douglas 
Matthews, and have accurately and correctly transcribed the 
same in the preceding 52 pages. 



Naomi Bolstad, Court Reporter 
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viii. Robert Ray McKeown 
Biographical Surumiary 

(1105) Robert Ray McKeown was born on January 28, 1913.(i(?74) 
No details concerning his childhood or life before 1950 were known at 
the time of the committee's investigation. 

(1106) In the early 1950’’s, McKeown, who stated he was a mechani- 
cal engineer by profession, resided in Houston. Tex., where he owned a 
large machine shop.(i6*7J) During the mid'1950’s, McKeown and one 
Van Zeivander traveled through Latin America introducing a novel 
coffee cleaning machine that Van Zeivander had designed. The success 
of this venture prompted McKeown to move to Santiago, Cuba, where 
he established a manufacturing plant, warehouse, and office to in- 
crease distribution of the machine. In 1957, however, McKeown lost 
the business when President Batista depoiled him for not providing 
kickbacks. (i^7^) 

(1107) McKeown next resided temporarily with his daughter, Jane 
Margaret Britt, in Miami, Fla., before again traveling the Caribbean 
countries in an attempt to regain possession of his Cuban business. 
{1677) When Federal agents arrested him in 1958 for conspiring to 
smuggle guns to Castro, for which McKeown received a 2-year sus- 
pended sentence and a 5-year probation, McKeown owned a home in 
the Shady Lake section near Pasadena, Tex. (7^75) In a 1976 inter- 
view, McKeown stated that w^hen arrested, he was vice president of 
the Texas Western Drilling Co. of Oklahoma City. {1679) 

(J108) Shortly after this arrest and prior to his sentencing, Mc- 
Keown and a Jarrett formed a partnership and opened the J & M 
Drive-In on Red Bluff Road near Taylor Lake and Clear Lake, in the 
vicinity of Kemah and Seabrook, Tex. This business was sold a few 
years after its purchase when Jarrett died. (7^5^) 

(1109) During his probationary period, which extended to December 
1963, McKeown continued. to live in the Houston, Tex., vicinity, stay- 
ing with his sister, Laverne, at 9138 Wayfarer Stneet, Houston. (7^57) 
In an FBI interview in January 1964, McKeown stated he resided in 
Bay Cliff, Tex., and that the Houston Slush Pump Co., 2112 Quitman 
Street, Houston, employed him as a salesman. (7^^^) McKeown had a 
brother, Hpry, who was also residing in Houston in 1978. (7^^J) 
(1110) Since 1966, McKeown has lived in Miami, Fla. (7^^^) He 
was formerly employed by the API Co. as head of quality control, 
but stopped work 5 years ago after an operation on his lungs. (7^^J) 
In poor health McKeown has been living with his daughter. 

Treatment hy the Warren Commission 

(1111) The FBI conducted the investigation of McKeown for the 
Warren Commission. He initially became a target of investigation 
when Jack Ruby stated in an interview with the FBI on December 21, 
1963, that “at a time when Castro was popular in the United States,” 
he read of a person in the vicinity of Houston who had run guns to 
Castro. (7^^d) Ruby mentioned that he attempted to contact this per- 
son b}^ telephone about the possibility of selling some jeeps or similar 
equipment to persons interested in their sale to Cuba. Ruby claimed 
nothing further developed from his efforts. 
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(1112) The Houston FBI office advised on January 17, 1964, that 
Kuby most likely \vas referring to Robert Ray McKeown. {1687) When 
the FBI located McKeown and interviewed him on January 24, 1964, 
he stated that a person identifying himself as Rubenstein from 
Dallas had called him regarding assistance in obtaining the release 
of three persons from Cuba and that a few weeks later a person who 
would not identify himself personally visited him regarding the sale 
of jeeps to Castro. McKeown subsequently determined this individual 
was Jack Ruby. This FBI interview also focused on Mc- 

Keown’s gunrunning activities and his associations with Fidel Castro 
and Carlos Prio Socarras, 

(1113) The FBI did not conduct any further interviews of Mc- 
Keown, nor did it ever confront Ruby with the contention that Ruby 
visited McKeown personally. The FBI did provide the Warren Com- 
mission with a report revealing that McKeown was under FBI in- 
vestigation in connection with the activities of Carlos Prio Socarras 
and that McKeown had been charged, together with various other 
persons, with conspiracy to smuggle guns and related equipment to 
Cuba.(i^5^) The Warren Commission did not, however, interview 
McKeown or take his testimony. Further, the Commission did not 
question Ruby about McKeown either in an interview or in a hearing. 
Considering McKeown’s association with Prio and Castro, the po- 
tential Cuban connection McKeown could have provided Ruby, and 
the contradictions between Ruby’s interview and McKeown’s inter- 
view, it can be argued that both the FBI and the Warren Commission 
failed to investigate this matter adequately. 

(1114) McKeown also stated that Lee Harvey Oswald contacted 
him in the fall of 1963 regarding the sale of rifles. The Warren Com- 
mission could not have investigated this, however, since the story did 
not publicly surface until 1975. 

Legal Activities 

(1115) McKeown ostensibly received various amounts of income 
from the numerous jobs enumerated earlier. Ko financial records con- 
cerning this income were, however, available, (i^^) 

(1116) In his committee hearing, McKeown stated that Scott Ma- 
lone, a journalist, provided him with $100 in connection with Mc- 
Keown's appearance on the British Broadcasting Co.’s production, 
“The Assassination of President Kennedy . . . What Do We Know 
Now That We Didn’t Know Then.”(7^^?i) McKeown also stated that 
he was presently under contract to write a book with Mark Lane which 
was to include McKeown’s statements regarding the Ruby and Oswald 
contacts. McKeown said a $50,000 and a $10,000 figure had been dis- 
cussed in connection with this contract. {1692) 

(1117) As already alluded to, McKeown cultured a close friendship 
with Carlos Prio Socarras. When McKeown entered a partnership to 
open the J and M Drive-In in 1958, Prio funded the venture with a 
loan.(7^^J) The Houston Post, September 20, 1959, also quoted Mc- 
Keown as saying that Prio once promised him a one-half interest in 
the Seria Biltmore, a Havana hotel. {169]^) 

(1118) McKeown also developed a close friendship with Castro. 
When Castro visited Houston in April 1959, McKeown met with him 
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at the Houston airport. A photograph in the Houston Chronicle re- 
corded the event, and an article accompanying the photograph quoted 
Castro as saying that when McKeown could move to Cuba, he would 
be given a post in the government or some franchise. (McKeown 
could not then legally leave the United States because of his pro- 
bation.) 

(1119) McKeown’s close association with Castro prompted many 
people to ask him for assistance in affairs pertaining to Cuba and 
Castro. For instance, McKeown stated that he contacted Castro after 
the United States broke diplomatic relations to obtain the release of 
three persons being detained in Cuba who were close friends of Mc- 
Keown ’s brot)ier.(7^^^) He also maintained that a Jack Porter, who 
he says was a campaign manager for Eisenhower, contacted him 
around 1959 about approaching Castro. (7^^7) Other examples of 
such contacts exist, {1698) 

(1120) In a discussion during his committee hearing in which there 
was a reference to Texas oil men, McKeown mentioned that he knew 
a Mr. Murchison. (7^^^) Besides the political connections already re- 
viewed, McKeown did not acknowledge any other significant contacts 
involving legal activities. He also stated in his committee hearing 
that he was not aware of any contacts between himself and the CIA, 
or any other foreign or domestic intelligence agencies. (77W) 

Illegal Activities 

(1121) As mentioned earlier, in a letter from Hoover to Rankin on 
April 17, 1964, the FBI informed the Warren Commission that Mc- 
Keown was one of the persons “in an extensive investigation con- 
ducted by the Bureau since 1952 concerning the activities of Carlos 
Prio Socarras.”(77W) The FBI said that Prio, along with others in- 
cluding McKeown, was engaged in assisting Castro in his revolu- 
tionary pursuit against Batista. 

(1122) McKeown first became involved with Prio after Batista de- 
ported him (McKeown) from Cuba. He stated in a 1976 interview 
that Prio had contacted him through a person named Mario (last name 
unknown) regarding repossession of his business. He met Prio at the 
Shamrock Hotel in Houston where Prio told him how to locate 
Castro. (77^^) 

(1123) After the initial contacts, McKeown soon became involved in 
gunrunning ventures aimed at overthrowing the Batista regime. He 
first began supplying arms through operations based in Miami and 
Tampa, but later switched to Houston, Tex., because of law enforce- 
ment pressure. (7 76^J) The FBI learned that the July 26 Movement was 
planning a raid on Cuba from Texas. In connection with this raid, 
armaments shipments were sent to McKeown. (77^^) Other FBI files 
also documented McKeown’s involvement in similar illegal activities, 
{1705) particularly with Mario Villamia, a Miami citizen. 

(1124) On February 18, 1958, the San Antonio FBI office provided 
information that Robert Ray McKeown had purchased a yacht called 
the Buddy Dee, Customs officials seized this vessel a few days later 
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for smuggling guns while it was cruising to Houston from Pat- 
terson, La. Those on board included Manuel Arques and Ruby 
Archer. (776^6*) On February 25, 1958, in connection with the seizure, 
Federal agents arrested McKeown and charged him with conspiracy 
to smuggle guns and related equipment to Cuba for the benefit and 
use of Castro. (77^7) McKeown's codefendants in this action included 
Carlos Prio, Jorge Sot us, Manuel Arques, Mario Villiami and Evelyn 
Archer. (77^^) On October 24, 1958, the U.S. District Court, Southern 
District of Texas, convicted and sentenced McKeown to 60 days in 
jail, fined him $500, and imposed a 5-year probation period, to termi- 
nate December 11, 1963. (776^5) 

(1125) After his conviction, it does not appear that McKeown con- 
tinued to engage in illegal activities. In his committee hearing, he did 
mention that around 1968 a man named Torrento approached him with 
$100,000 to kill Castro; he refused the offer. (777^) McKeown also 
stated he was aware of a girl named Marceau Albinez wha was in- 
volved in a plot to kill Castro which never fully developed. (7777) 
(1126) Regarding sources of income for the gimrunning operations, 
McKeown stated in an interview that he received money from his 
Cuban contacts in the office of an attorney who was counsel for Haiti 
and that the money was always bound in Pan American Bank Build- 
ing wrappers. McKeown also stated that some U.S. Senators, whom 
he could not recall, assisted in supplying the arms. {1712) 

(1127) In his testimony, McKeown said he had met and was familiar 
with the following persons connected with revolutionary Cuban activi- 
ties: (1) Antonio de Varona; (2) Joseph Merola; (3) William Mor- 
gan; and (4) Mario Valamois.(777J) He said he knew of the follow- 
ing individuals but had not met them: (1) Frank Sturgis, (2) Pedro 
Diaz Lanz, and (3) Dominik Barton. (777J) 

Connections With Organized Crime 

(1128) McKeown did not seem to have any significant connection to 
organized crime. In an interview, he did state, however, that the 
“mob” supplied arms for gunrunning activities, but he could not pro- 
vide any supportive evidence. (7 77 J) McKeown also stated in his testi- 
mony that there were several individuals who had wanted the casinos 
opened. One called Matthews asked McKeown to visit Cuba and brief 
Castro on the benefits Castro would derive from opening them. 
McKeown could not comply because of his probation, {1716) 

(1129) While being questioned, McKeown said he never met and 
never heard of the following organized crime figures who were associ- 
ated with Cuba: (1) Lewis McWillie, (2) Dino Cellini, (3) Loran 
Hall, (4) Sergio Arcacha Smith, (5) R. D. Matthews, (6) Joseph 
Civello, (7) Jack Todd, and (8) Jim Braden. 

(1130) McKeown said he had heard of the following individuals, but 
did not know them and had probably never met them: (1) Santos 
Trafficante, (2) Carlos Marcello, (3) Vincent Marcello, (4) Michael 
McLaney, (5) Sam Giancana, (6) Meyer Lansky, (7) David Ferrie, 
(8) Guy Banister, (9) Clay Shaw, (10) George de Mohrenschildt, 
(11) James Robert Dolan, (12) Sam Campisi, (13) Joseph Campisi, 
(14) Candy Barr, and (15) John Roselli.(7777) 
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Relationshi'p to Ruhy 

(1131) Both Ruby and McKeown have related different accounts 
concerning the Ruby-McKeown contact briefly described earlier. Ruby 
had never specifically mentioned McKeown but spoke only of an indi- 
vidual in the vicinity of Houston who had run guns to Castro. 

(1132) In an attempt to ascertain the identity of this person, As- 
sistant District Attorney William Alexander, Dallas, told the FBI 
on J anuary 14, 1964, that a source informed him that Ruby had pre- 
viously contacted a “Davis,” an ex-convict believed to be living in 
Beaumont, Tex. Alexander said he thought the Houston FBI office 
handled an investigation of Davis which resulted in a conviction for 
gunrunning activities. ( 1 7i<?) 

(1133) On January 17, 1964, the Houston office advised that the 
“Davis” could not be identified in Houston or Beaumont, Tex. It did 
state, however, that Ruby probably was referring to a Robert Ray 
McKeown, who had been convicted of smuggling arms to Cuba in 
October 1958. An agent of the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit of the 
IRS, who entered the evidence in the McKeown case, also stated that 
he could not recall a “Davis” in the McKeown case and failed to locate 
his name after searching his files. (/77P) The investigation prompted 
the FBI to contact Robert Ray McKeown. 

(1134) To illustrate most effectively the various accounts of the 
Ruby-McKeown association, this material first relates Ruby’s version 
and then chronologically details McKeown’s numerous statements. 
(1135) Ruby'^s version , — During an interview with the FBI on De- 
cember 21, 1^3, Ruby commented that during “a time when Castro 
was popular in the United States,” he had read of a person from the 
Houston area who had been involved in running guns to Castro, Ruby 
said that he attempted to contact this person by telephone in the hope 
of making some money by selling jeeps to persons interested in their 
importation to Cuba. Rubj^ stated that nothing more happened. (77^) 
(1136) McKeowrCs version , — McKeown had related his versions nu- 
merous times since first describing the events to the FBI in January 
1964. These various accounts, summarized below, contain inconsisten- 
cies which are discussed later. 

(1137) — FBI Report, January 28, 1964, Ruby file. Bureau No. HO 

44-939, S. A. Daniel W. Fults, Jr. 

As a result of the Ruby allegation, the FBI contacted Mc- 
Keown and asked him to relate any association he had with 
Ruby. McKeown stated that about 1 week after Castro as- 
sumed control of Cuba, Anthony “Boots” Ayo, a patrolman 
for the Harris County sheriff’s office, informed him that 
someone from Dallas, Tex., had been calling the Harris 
County sheriff’s office in an effort to locate him. Ayo told 
McKeown that he didn’t know the caller’s name or the nature 
of his business. McKeown advised Ayo to give the caller the 
telephone number of the J and M Drive-In, McKeown’s place 
of business. 

McKeown next stated that about 1 hour later a person 
called, identified himself as Jack Rubenstein from Dallas, 
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Tex., affirmed McKeown's connection with Castro, and so- 
licited McKeown’s assistance in obtaining the release of three 
people Castro had detained in Cuba. Rubenstein offered Mc- 
Keown $5,000 per person, stating that someone in Las Vegas 
would provide the money. McKeown said he would accept the 
oifer on the condition that he first received some money. 
Rubenstein replied by saying he would think about it and call 
again. 

About 3 weeks after this call, McKeown stated that a man 
visited the J and M and offered him $25,000 for a letter of 
introduction to Cuba. The visitor, who did not identify him- 
self, stated that he had access to a large number of jeeps in 
Shreveport, La., which he wished to sell to Cuba. McKeown 
said that he would provide the letter upon a $5,000 cash down- 
payment. McKeown said that the man “never returned nor 
did he ever see him again.” 

McKeown next told the FBI that based on the numerous 
press photographs following the Oswald murder, the visitor 
strongly resembled Jack Ruby. McKeowm re!marked, how- 
ever, that “he is not certain that the above -described telephone 
caller from Dallas or the man who personally appeared at 
the J and M Drive-In was identical with the Jack Ruby who 
killed LHO.” 

McKeown also stated that he knew no one by the name of 
Davis who was convicted for running guns to Cuba. (77.?./) 

(1138) —CBS News Inquiry, “The American Assassins,” part I, p. 

19, 1975. 

“The American Assassins” special principally related the 
Oswald-McKeown connection and only mentioned that Jack 
Ruby had come to see McKeown in 1959, offering him $25,000 
for a letter of introduction to Fidel Castro. The transcript 
then noted that Ruby “never came back” to obtain the 
letter, (m2) 

(1139) —Interview of Robert Ray McKeown by Gaeton Fonzi, 

HSCA staff, August 27, 1976, Miami, Fla. 

In this interview McKeown stated that a deputy sheriff 
came to the J and M Drive-In and informed him that someone 
from Dallas was attempting to telephone him. McKeown then 
told Ayo to provide the caller with his number. About 30 
minutes later McKeown received a call from a person who 
said his name was Rubenstein and he was from Dallas. After 
commenting that he thought McKeown ’s name was Davis, the 
caller stated that he knew five people being detained in Cuba 
and wanted to know if McKeown could obtain their release. 
Rubenstein then terminated the call after saying he would 
visit McKeown to review details. 

Soon after this call a person personally contacted McKeown 
and told'him he had access to some jeeps in Shreveport, La., 
and some slot machines in New Mexico. This person told Mc- 
Keown he desired to sell the equipment to Castro and con- 
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sequently wanted a letter of introduction. McKeown replied 
by saying this would cost $5,000 up front. The visitor men- 
tioned that he knew some members of the Mafia in Cuba and 
had visited the country once while on vacation. The visitor 
also mentioned that Goldberg was the individual who pos- 
sessed the jeeps in Louisiana. McKeown thought this visit 
occurred in January 1959, and displayed to the committee 
investigator a newspaper clipping dated January 3, 1959, and 
headlined, “Gunrunner Hails Castro Victory.” This may have 
been the imnetiis for the Rubenstein visit. 

During this interview, McKeown also commented that this 
visitor came to see him three times, a statement he claimed he 
had told the Warren Commission. Further, McKeown stated 
he knew it was Ruby because the person identified himself as 
“Rubenstein from Dallas.” McKeown then stated that he never 
gave any letter or assistance to Ruby because he didn’t receive 
any money. 

(1140) — Interview of Robert Ray McKeown by the British Broad- 

casting Corp., December 1977 (broadcast January 1978). 

McKeown stated that a person identifying himself as Jack 
Rubenstein called him from Dallas regarding his association 
with Castro and his assistance in releasing some people from 
Cuba. McKeown said he could not discuss the matter because 
of his upcoming trial (McKeown was sentenced in October 
1958). 

McKeown next stated that the following day a person who 
claimed he was from Dallas and who McKeown said was Ruby 
visited him and mentioned that he wanted to visit Cuba on 
vacation and wanted a letter of introduction to Castro for 
which he would pay $25,000. Ruby also mentioned that he had 
some jeeps and some slot machines which he wished to sell 
to Castro. Further, Ruby stated he had never been to Cuba, 
Ruby then left for Houston and said he would return for the 
letter. McKeown told him that he would provide the letter for 
$12,500 up front and $12,500 later, with the entire transaction 
contingent on his meeting Castro. McKeown said that Ruby 
did return the next day, that they talked and visited some 
Cuban friends of McKeown’s, but that Ruby did not provide 
any cash. After returning again the following day. Ruby still 
failed to produce any money. McKeown conclude by saying 
he never provided a letter and that Ruby never returned. 

(1141) — Immunized testimony of Robert Ray MeKeown before the 

House Select Committee on Assassinations, April 12, 1978. 

In this testimony, McKeown said a person identifying him- 
self as Jack Rubenstein (77^5) called him and said he wanted 
a letter of introduction to assist in acquiring the return of 
several people from jail. (J736) Rubenstein said that he would 
soon visit him to discuss the matter and also mentioned that 
he thought McKeown’s name was Davis. (77^) 
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A few days later a man visited McKeown and said he was 
the one who had called him. Kubenstein said he wanted a letter 
of introduction to Castro for which he would pay $25,000. 
McKeown responded by agreeing to provide the letter if 
Kubenstein would furnish $10,000 up front. McKeown 

also mentioned that the man said he had access to various 
jeeps, slot machines, and similar items. McKeown 

maintained that Kubenstein revisited him three or four times 
and stated that he did not tell the FBI on January 28, 1964, 
that the man never came to see him again, (I7^<9) which the 
FBI document reflects. (17^1) McKeown never received any 
money and therefore never provided any letter. 

McKeown also mentioned that he believes he told the FBI 
about the Kuby visit sometime before the assassination and 
that he visited the FBI the day after the assassination to in- 
form them about Kuby. No records concerning personal FBI 
contact with McKeown exist beside the January 1964 inter- 
view. (i7J!^) 

( 1142) As mentioned above, neither the Warren Commission nor the 
FBI reinterviewed McKeown or confronted Kuby with McKeown’s 
contentions of multiple visits. The FBI did interview Anthony J. 
“Boots” Ayo, who corroborated McKeown’s statement that Ayo con- 
tacted him regarding someone calling from Dallas. (1 7^ J) 

(1143) No further investigation was apparently conducted. 

(1144) Inconsistencies . — Besides the obvious differences between 
Ruby’s and McKeown’s recollection of their mutual association, im- 
portant substantive inconsistencies permeate McKeown’s accounts. 
Some of the central points that disappear or are altered in McKeown’s 
various statements are : (1) How and when McKeown determined the 
person who visited him was Jack Ruby; (2) The number of people 
Ruby wished to remove from Cuba; (3) When these Ruby contacts 
occurred; (4) How many times Ruby visited McKeown in person; 
(5) The amount of time between the phone call and the personal visit 
or visits; (6) Whether McKeown ever heard Ruby ask about a Davis; 
and (7) When McKeown first spoke to the FBI about these contacts. 

Relationship to Oswald 

(1145 ) McKeown first publicly acknowledged a contact between him- 
self and Lee Harvey Oswald on the CBS News special, “The American 
Assassins,” aired November 1975. As with the alleged Ruby contact, 
McKeown’s statements about Oswald summarized below, contain 
inconsistencies. 

(1146) — CBS News Inquiry, “The American Assassins,” November 

1975. 

A few weeks before the assassination, McKeown stated that 
two men visited his house around 11 o’clock one Saturday 
morning. A small, blond-headed man identified himself as Lee 
Oswald and said that he, McKeown, was the person he sought. 
Oswald then said he wanted some bazookas and machineguns. 
After McKeown refused to help, Oswald and the second man, 
a taU Latin named Hernandez, left, only to return in about 
5 minutes. This time Oswald asked McKeown to acquire “four 
powerful maybe .300 Savage automatics with a telescopic 
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sight on them.” Oswald told McKeown he would pay $1,000 
for each rifle. McKeown reiterated that he would not get 
involved. 

McKeown also said a friend of his. Sam Neill, witnessed 
this encounter. Neill corroborated this story on the CBS spe- 
cial and said he had “no doubt” that the person was Lee Har- 
vey Oswald. McKeown likewise said it was “certainly him.” 

In response to a question, McKeown said he believed that 
in his 1964 interview, the FBI had asked him whether he had 
ever had any knowledge or contact with Oswald. McKeown 
said he was scared and probably responded by saying he had 
never seen him. Neill likewise was afraid to become involved. 

{im) 

(1147) — Interview of Eobert Eay McKeown by HSCA investigator 

Gaeton Fonzi, August 27, 1976. 

McKeown told Fonzi that on a Saturday morning at his 
home in Bay Cliff, Tex., in September or August li>63, two 
men visited his house. One man identified himself as Lee 
Oswald ; the other man was called Hernandez. McKeown said 
that a friend of his, Sam Neill, was also present. 

After introducing themselves, McKeown said that Oswald 
wanted McKeown to furnish arms for a revolution in San 
Salvador. McKeown refused to cooperate, and the men de- 
parted, only to return in a few minutes. This time Oswald 
asked McKeown to provide four high-powered automatic 
rifles with telescopic lens, specifically .300 Savage automatics. 
Oswald said he was willing to pay up to $10,000. 

McKeown stated he realized this man was the Lee Harvey 
Oswald who allegedly shot President Kennedy upon witness- 
ing the murder of Oswald. McKeown also said that Sam Neill 
called him immediately after this event and told him that he 
also recognized Oswald as the man who had visited the house. 
{17S5) 

(1148) — Interview of Robert Ray McKeown by the British Broad- 

casting Corp., December 1977 or January 1978. 

During this interview, McKeown stated that approximately 
2 months before the assassination, two men visited his home. 
McKeown said that Sam Neill was present and that his wife 
was upstairs changing. 

One man identified himself as Lee Oswald and asked Mc- 
Keown to acquire some weapons to assist them in the over- 
throw of the El Salvador government. Oswald and the other 
man, named Hernandez, departed when McKeown refused to 
help. 

After a few minutes, the man (later identified as Oswald) 
returned and told McKeown he would pay him $1,000 each 
for four automatic rifles with telescopic lens. McKeown 
again refused. 

McKeown also stated that Sam Neill called him after Ruby 
shot Oswald and told him that Oswald was the man who had 
visited them.(77=^^) 
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(1149) —Immunized testimony of Robert Ray McKeown, April 12, 
1978. 

McKeown stated that one morning sometime before the 
assassination, two strangers visited his house. One man identi- 
field himself as Lee Oswald and asked McKeown to supply 
some armaments for a revolution in El Salvador. After Mc- 
Keown refused Oswald and the second man, called Hernan- 
dez, (77^7) left. McKeown also said that his wife was upstairs 
and that a friend of his, Sam Neill, was present. (i7«5^) 

After a few minutes the two men returned and Oswald told 
McKeown he would pay him $10,000 for four .300 Savage 
automatics with telescopic lens. After McKeown again 
refused, they departed. (i7.^<9) 

McKeown also stated Sam Neill called him after the shoot- 
ing of Oswald and told him that the man who shot Oswald 
was the same man who visited the house. ( 1 7 AO ) 

In his testimony, McKeown stated he believed that just after 
the assassination he told his probation officei*, a man named 
Fields, of the contact with Oswald. (774^7) McKeown also 
stated that during his 1964 interview, the FBI did not ask him 
anything about Oswald, and he did not volunteer any infor- 
mation. (77^^) The FBI report does not agree. (77.^) Mc- 
Keown had absolutely no explanation for why he withheld 
the information from the FBI, or why he told the FBI about 
Ruby and not Oswald. McKeown also stated that he could not 
recall telling Dan Rather on the CBS News Inquiry that 
Oswald only offered him $1,000 per rifle ; he stated he told Dan 
Rather $10,000.(77^.^) McKeown did reiterate, however, that 
he was positive that Oswald and Ruby had visited him. {17 4S) 

(1150) Warren Commission response. When interviewed by the FBI 
in 1964 concerning the Ruby contacts, McKeown said that to his 
knowledge he “had” never seen or met Lee Harvey Oswald. (77.4^) F ur- 
ther, McKeown did not publicly acknowledge this contact until 1975. 
Consequently, neither the Warren Commission nor the FBI had the 
opportunity to investigate it. 

(1151) Inconsistencies. Like his statement concerning the Ruby visit, 
numerous inconsistencies exist in McKeown’s recollections of the al- 
leged Oswald contact: (1) Price of the rifles; (2) mention of the 
revolution in El Salvador; (3) when the visit occurred; (4) whether 
the FBI asked McKeown about any knowledge or contact with Oswald ; 
and (5) why McKeown would have told the FBI about the Ruby con- 
tact and not about the Oswald contact. 

(1152) Executive session testimony before the House Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 1978 

U.S, House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee on the Assassina- 
tion of John F. Kennedy of 
the Select Comnittee on 
Assassinations , 

Washington, D.C. 

The Subcoranittee met, pursuant to notice, at 8:15 a.m. 
in room 1310, Longworth House Office Building, Hon. Richard- | 
son Preyer (Chairman of the Subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Preyer, Dodd, Fithiam and 

. 

Sawyer • 

Also present: E. Beming, R. Morrison, G. Gonzi, J. 

I 

Wolf, M. Flanagan, A. Purdy, J. Hornbeck, I.C. Mathews, G. j 

Cornell, W, Cross, H. Leap, M, Wills, D. Hardway, R. Genzman j 

) 

and C- Berk. j 

Mr. Preyer. The Committee will come to order. j 

The Chair recognizes the Clerk of the Committee to . I 
read into the record those members who are officially 
designated to be on the Committee this morning. 

The Clerk. Mr. Chairman, you, Mr. Thone, Mr, Sawyer 
and Mr. Dodd are regular members; Mr. Fithian will be 
substituting for Mrs. Burke. 
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Mr, Preyer. Pursuant to yesterday's order, this will | 
be a closed meeting. If the witness, Mr. McKeown and his 
attorney would come forward at this time, I would ask the 
attorney for Mr, McKeown if he would state his naime for 
the record, please, 

Mr, Appel. Mr. Chairman, my najne is Kevin Appel, a 
member of the Virginia Bar, I have been asked to represent 
Mr. McKeown by Mark Lane, who is Mr, McKeown* s attorney, 

Mr, Preyer, Very well. Is the witness prepared to be 
sworn to testify at this time. 

Mr, Appel. I woiild like to make a statement, if I 

may, 

Mr, Preyer. You are recognized at this time. 

Mr. Appel, Thank you. 

Mr, Lane, who is Mr, McKeown's attorney is unable to 
appeeu: at this time. This fact has been made known to Chief 

i 

Counsel's office by Mr. Lane's staff several ' times over the j 
course of this past week. Mr, Lane has repeated a request 
that Mr. McKeown 's appearance before the Committee be 
rescheduled. 

t 

The Committee has, however, refused to reschedule the | 


! appearance of this witness. In doing so, it deprives him of 
2Z j 

I his right to counsel of his choice. Mr. McKeown is willing 

7A 



to testify but does not want to do so without the counsel 
of choice. 


I 
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Mr. Lane is familiar with the witness. He is familiar 
with the facts that he will be asked to relate in his 
testimony and Mr. McKeown feels that his rights will not 
be adequately protected without Mr, Lane's presence. 

I have been called in at the last minute. I am not 
familiar with the witness or with the matters that he will 
be talking about. 

It is our feeling that his right against self-incrimina-> 
tion will not be protected, 

I will ask the Committee if, at all possible, to please 
reschedule the appearance of this witness, Mr. Lane has 
assured me that he could appear at almost any time. He 
could not make it today; he had another commitment that he 
coilld not get out of. He is willing to come from Los Angeles 
at any time that the Committee wants and Mr. McKeown will j 
testify, with Mr. Lane's presence, at any time. | 

Mr. Preyer. I will recognize counsel for the staff for j 

1 

any comments he may have on that. | 

Mr. Purdy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I 

Mr. Chairman, the witness was subpoenaed on February j 

I 

14, 1978 to appear on March 14th of this year. At that | 

time, he was fully interviewed by our staff and, I might ! 

add, cooperated fully with the questioning. 1 

Subsequently, the hearing %ras continued until today. 

Mr , Lane has atten 5 >ted to change the hearing date to 
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April 17th. This request was first made on March 27th. j 

Since March 27th, there have been frequent coirnnunicatioiks 
between Mr, Lane and this staff wherein it was indicated that 
attempts would be made to change the appearance date, but 
tbiat Mr, Lane should be prepared to appear with his client 
or make appropriate arrangements to the contrary. 

At no time whs >Ir, Lane told that this hearing would 
be changed and he has, at all times, been told that the 
hearing was scheduled for the 12th. 

In addition, Mr, Chairman, the Committee is prepared, 
the staff is prepared to recommend that the witness be 
immunized and the appropriate orders are at hand. Therefore, 
it is our contention that the witness cannot incriminate 
himself in any way and his attorney, Mr. Appel, will be 

present to deal with any objections that we feel he is I 

I 

perfectly competent to take care of. | 

Therefore, we feel that there can be no objection to | 

I 

his client's testifying at this time and it is the recommen- 
dation of coxinsel that a continuance not be granted. 

Mr. Preyer. I think the objection is well taken. 

I 

This is not exactly like a court proceeding. For one thing, j 

i 

this committee has a deadline by which time we have to | 

finish this proceeding. It is not like a court which just | 
goes on year after year, 

Mr. Appel. If I may make another comment, please, also : 
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recently Mr, McKeown has received a threatening phone call j 
which has made him very apprehensive, I am not familiar 
enough with the facts to counsel him about what he says. 

He is nervous about what he says. 

Mr. L2me has more familiarity with the witness and 
with what he will say and the witness would be much more 
at ease with Mr. L2me present. 

As I say, Mr. Lane is willing to reschedule for any 
time that he can appear. Today was just a very bad day. 

He has very pressing business that could not be changed, so 
I again ask if at all possible that we change the scheduled 
hearing. 

Mr. Preyer. I will say to Mr. McKeown that he has 
nothing to fear from this Committee. This is an Executive 
Session. His testimony will not be known to anyone. It 
is not as if he is being charged with any kind of a criminal 

charge, or anything of that sort. He is not. We are simply} 

I 

seeking information from him and we are prepared to immunize 
him so that there could be no possible criminal fall-out. 

So I do not see that there is any danger to Mr, McKeown, 

I 

to)his rights at this time, because this has been known for j 

j 

weeks and the hearing was set at this time. Our schedule is ! 

i 

so tight, I think we would have to go forward. ! 

Mr. Fithian? 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairmem, I request that counsel — 


44-105 0 - 79-39 
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I request to ask counsel. I understand that, in the original 
appearance request to appear before the Committee that there | 
waff an earlier date and, for convenience of counsel, it was 
shifted until today. 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. Fithian, the counsel for Mr. McKeown, | 
Mr, Lane, contacted Chairman Stokes by letter on March 10th 
to request an open hearing and expense money. This was for 
a hearing scheduled for March 14th, 

The Committee considered these requests on March 13th, 

I 

the day before the hearing was scheduled and it was for i 

that reason, because of the scheduling of the March 13th 
hearing, to consider those requests, that the hearing was 
postponed until April 12th, 

Mr, Fithian, Sc it has been postponed once for a one- 

month period? j 

) 

Mr, Purdy. Yes-r ] 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman, it would seem to me that, j 

i 

while attorney schedules are busy I 2 ua sure, that having j 

already postponed this hearing for one month that the j 

Committee would be ill-advised to make an additional post- j 

t 

ponement . I 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Fithian. ! 

! 

The Chair will deny the motion for a continuance at thisj 
time and will ash the witness if he would stand and be 


sworn at this time 
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Do you solemnly swear that the evidence that you are 
about to give the Subcommittee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr, McKeown. 

X believe the witness has been given a copy of the Rules 
of this Committee, At this time, I will give a brief state- 
ment concerning the subject of the investigation. 

House Resolution 222 nandates the Committee to conduct 
a full and complete investigation and study of the circum- 
stances surrounding the assassination and death of John 
F. Kennedy, including the existing laws of the United States 
concerning the protection of the President, and investigatory 
jxirisdiction and capability of agencies and departments are 
adequate ihitheir provisions of enforcement, whether there j 
was full disclosure of evidence and information among j 

agencies and departments of the United States government, 
and whether any evidence or information not in the possession 
of the agency or department would have been of assist 2 Uice 
in investigating the assassination and why such information 

I 

was not provided or collected by that agency or department? | 

and to make recommendations to the House if the Select ! 

! 

Committee deems it appropriate, of amendment of existing ! 
legislation or the enactment of new legislation. 

1 

The Chair recognizes Mr. Pxirdy to begin the questioning 1 
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the witness. j 

Mr, Purdy, Thank you, Mr. Chairmem, 

Mr, Chairman, the first line of inquiry will be related 
Mr, McKeown's connections and contacts with Jack Ruby. 


44-105 956 


25 
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TESTIMONY OF ROBERT RAY MC KEOWN | 

i 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeovm, please state your full name? j 
Mr, McKeown, Robert Ray McKeown. 

Mr, Purdy, Please state your date of birth and place 
of birth. 

Mr. McKeovm. January 28, 1911, Houston, Texas. 

Mr, Purdy. What is your present address? 

Mr, McKeown. 1203 Southwest 30th Court, Miami, 

Florida, 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. McKeown, when did you first meet Jack 

Ruby? 

Mr. McKeown. I refuse to answer on the grounds that it 
nay incriminate me. 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. Chairman, I request now at this time 

that the Chair direct the order of immunity to the witness, j 

1 

Mr. Preyer, The Chair will ask counsel to give the I 

witness a copy of the order of immunity, which I under steuid | 

I 

you have obtained, j 

Mr, Purdy, Thank you, Mr. Chairman. j 

The Clerk. This will be marked Exhibit 92. | 

I 

CThe dociiment referred to j 

was marked JFK Exhibit No, | 

i 

92 and will be found in the f 
files of the Subcommittee.) 


CPause) 



606 


006736 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


) 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ) Misc. No. 78- ^(5 ^ S' 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS ) 

] I L E D 

2 8 1978 

ORDER 

CONFERRING IMMUNITY UPON AND JAMES £ DAYE.Y, CLERK 

COMPELLING TESTIMONY FROM ROBERT RAY McKEOWN 

The United States House of Representatives Select 

Committee on Assassinations having made written application, 

pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Sections 6002 and 

6005, fo .n order conferring immunity upon Robert Ray McKeown 

and compelling him to testify and provide other information 

before the Subcommittee on the assassination of John F. Kennedy 

of the Select Committee on Assassinations, and the court 

finding that all procedures specified by S 6005 have been 

duly followed, it is hereby, this Z. $ ^ of 

1978, 

ORDERED, that Robert Ray McKeown in accordance with 
the provisions of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 
6002 and 6005, shall not be excused from testifying or pro- 
viding other information before the Subcommittee on the 
Assassination of John F. Kennedy of the Select Committee on 
Assassinations on the grounds that the testimony or other 
information sought may tend to incriminate him. 



ORDERED FURTHER, that Robert Ray McKeown appear 
when subpoenaed by said Subcommittee and testify and provide 
such other information that is sought with respect to matters 
under inquiry by said Subcommittee. 

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no testimony or other 
information compelled under this order (or any information 
directly or indirectly derived from such testimony or other 
information) may be used against Robert Ray McKeown 
in any criminal case, except a prosecution for perjury, 
giving a false statement or otherwise failing to comply 
with this ORDER. 


Dated: 


United States District j/udge 
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Mr, Appel. I assume — I am not fcuriiliar with grants 
of immunity, I assiime that the statutory provisions have 
been followed in this order and that there was proper notice 
and the Attorney General notified? 

Mr.Preyer, Counsel? 

Mr. Purdy. All proper steps, including notification 
of the Justice Department, were complied with, 

Mr. Prayer. Thank you. 

The Chair now directs the witness to answer the question 
in light of the immunity that has been conferred on him. 

Mr. McKeown. Would you repeat the question? 

Mr. Purdy. Yes, Mr, McKeown, 

When did you first meet Jack Ruby? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, can I tell it in my own words, how 

I came about to meet him? 1 

1 

Mr. Purdy. Please do, Mr, McKeown. If we have any ! 

I 

questions, we can follow up, | 

Mr. McKeown. Well, at the time, I was running a lounge j 
in Texas and the Sheriff's Department came to ray place and ! 
told me that there was somebody trying to get ahold of me j 
from Dallas, Texas and would it be all right if the Sheriff 's| 
Department would give him my number there. So I said, hell, ! 
I do not know anybody from Dallas^ Texas, so I said yes, it isl 
all right, go ahead and give him the number. 

So I would venture to say that, maybe twenty, thirty ! 
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minutes — I do not know exactly how long, but the phone 
rang and I amswered it and it was a gentleman on the phone 
who said my name is Jack Rubinstein he did not say Ruby. 

He says, X would sure like to come down there and 
have a talk with you, X said, what is this all itibout? He 
said, well, X understand that you have connections that 
would benefit me, and X would like to come down. 

And X said, well, X guess it is all right. Come on 

down. 

So X would venture to say -- this has been quite awhile 
ago, X guess you can understamd that, I would venture to say 
maybe two days that this gentleman walked in and he was a 
pretty well-dressed guy, had a hat on and everything, and 
he introduced himself to me and told me his name was Rubin- 
stein, He says, I am the one who talked to you on the I 

phone , I 

He said, is there any way that we can talk? j 

I 

X said yes. Xf you want to talk, what do you want to j 
talk about? ! 

So he told me, he says, X would like — X may be gettin^j 

I 

ahead of my story; it has been a long time. Of course, we j 
talked a little bit about this and that and he said, X ! 

i 

understand that you are a very good friend of Castro, | 

I said, X do not know, that has been sometime back, X am 
out of that mess now, and I do not wemt to get too much 
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involved in it any more* j 

He says, I wonder if you would give me a letter of 
introduction to Castro? 

I says, I do not know, I do not know you, I asked 
him, are you Jewish, and he said yes. 

I said, well, I know you are not Spanish. So anyway, 
it would certainly be worth your while if you would give 
me this letter, a nice letter telling them that I am a 
friend of yours and I am a good friend and have been knowing 
you a long time. 

I said, well, that would be a damned lie, I just met 
you thirty minutes ago. I do not know you. 

So he says, I will give you $25,000 if you will write 
me this letter where you will acknowledge that I am a friend 

of yours and have done business with you and things of that ? 

I 

sort. Do you understand? 1 

So I said, well, Jesus Christ. $25,000 is a lot of | 

! 

money, I said, where are you going to get that kind of monej| 

He said, I have connections; I can get it. As a i 

I 

matter of. fact, I thought he was full of baloney. | 

t 

Anyway, I did write the letter eind I says, I will tell j 

i 

you what. I will give you this letter, but you give me | 

j 

$10,QOO to show you that this letter will get you to see ' 
Castro and then meanwhile, I will call Castro and tell him 
you are coming. Rut you give me $10,000 now and I will give 


25 
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you the letter. 

He says, well, I do not have that right on me right 
now. I do not have that much money, but I will be back 
either this afternoon or in the morning, and he wanted to 
read the letter; I would not let him read it. 

Sure enough, he did come back the next day — not the 
next day, but two or three different times he came back, 
but he never did get the letter. I never did give him the 
letter, because he never did give me any money. 

But in the meantime, we would talk about things and 
he commenced telling me that he had a whole lot of jeeps, 
a whole lot of slot machines and he had access to this and 
all of this. He had good connections, 

I said that is beside the point, I do not think that 
Castro is going to have gambling over there to begin with. { 
But he kept coming back, you know, and we would talk and 
drink a beer together, } 

He impressed me I do not know exactly how to say it 
becaruse ladies are present, because he impressed me as a 
big hunch of b,s. in my opinion. That is just my opinion, 

I 

He wanted to act like he was a big shot, but it did not | 
impress me any. But the only thing I can figure is that he | 
was trying to find out from me my activities and things ! 

of that sort, how well I knew Castro, He wanted to find out 
where I lived, how I got involved and all of this amd all of \ 
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that. But I did not tell him. 

He left about the fourth day he cajne down. He came 
down about four times and he left and I never heard from him 
since . 


Mr, Purdy. I realize that it has been a long time 
but I would like to ask you a few fcllow-up questions about 
the call and the series of visits. 

Could you pinpoint for us what year the phonecall was? 

Mr, McKeown, Well, I imagine that it was around '61, 
but I am not positive. I know it was not very cold, I 
imagine around August, or something like that. I rially do 
not know, to be frank with you. I had it all this wrote 
down hut my house burned up and burned everything I had up, 
everything . 

As a matter of fact, I was lucky to get out of the 
house and I had an investigator investigate how come my 
house was burned up, and they told me that somebody set it 
on fire. I lost everything. I got out of there with a pair 
of shorts. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you have any time reference for when the 
call came? Was it a long time after Castro took over, or 
a short time? Do you remerofaer that? 

Mr. McKeown. More or less a short time, because it 
was all in the papers. I should have brought that with me, 

X brought it down here, but I have all of the papers, the 
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i 
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1 

newspaper c3J.ppings and everything, but I left it in the | 

2 

rcx 3 m* You know, you can tell from the date about what time 

3 

that all happened , 

4 

Mr. Purdy, Could we obtain copies of the papers from 

5 

you after the hearing? 

6 

Mr. McKeown, Sir? 

7 

Mr. Purdy, Could we obtain copies of those papers afte: 

3 j 

the hearing? 

9 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, they are at the hotel. You know, 

10 1 

the papers probably have the date on them. But it was 

M 

after that, you see. 

12 

That is the reason,, I imagine, that he contacted me 

13 ' 

because he read all of this paper business, you know. 

U 

1 

Mr, Purdy, Do you remember what it was in the news- 

li 1 

papers that he read ed)out you? 

16 i 

1 

1 

Mr. McKeown, Well, I was working, I was associated 

17 1 

with Carlos Prio. I was getting guns into Castro, 

’.8 

Mr. Purdy, So there was publicity about that? 

19 

Mr .McKeown. So I got caught, you understand, and then 

20 


21 

the publicity came out. 

i Mr. Purdy, When you were arrested for running guns. 

22 

i that was in 1958 , is that correct? ! 

23 

i ! 

j Mr. McKeown, I think so, *58 or * 59 , I was not ! 

24 

arrested, I gave myself up. 

25 

; ■ j 

! Mr. Purdy, You gave yourself up, the records indicate, | 
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1 I 

on February 25th, 1958, is that correct? 

2 

Mr, McKeown, Somewhere around there, yes, sir. 

3 

Mr* Purdy. Do you recall talking with the FBI about 

^ I 

these facts on Jemuary 28th, 1964? 

i 

5 

Mr . McKeown , What? 

6 

Mr. Purdy. Dc you recall being interviewed by the FBI 

7 

in January, 1964? 

S 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, 

! 

Mr. Purdy. At that time you indicated that the 

,0 

telephone call from a man you said who was Jack Rubinstein 

n 

ceune approximately one week after Castro assumed power. 

12 

Is that your present recollection? 

i 

13 ' 

Mr • McKeown. Yes , 

U 

Mr. Purdy. Do you recall that Castro G^ane to power 

13 

; January 1, 1959? j 

16 

1 1 

j Mr, McKeown, Yes. j 

17 

1 Mr. Purdy, That would put your phonecall approximately! 

I 1 

18 

a week after that, early in January , 1959, Is that your 

19 

present recollection? 

20 

Mr. McKeown, It was right after Castro took power, 

21 

I 

J maybe a week or ten days or something. I really do not j 

22 

! know. j 

23 

1 Mr. Purdy, This morning you said that the man who | 


II called you said that you might be able to do something for 
25 

; his benefit. Did he add any other details as to what you 
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might be able to do? 

Mr • McKeown. He said he would like to sell Castro a 
lot of jeeps and slot machines. That is what he said, and 
he wanted to meet Castro, he wanted to go over there and 
meet him. 

Mr. Purdy, Limiting this just to the phone call, not 
to the visit, did he discuss the jeeps and slot machines 
during the phone call? 

Mr , McKeown. No . 

Mr. Purdy, What did he discuss during the phone call? 

Mr. McKeown. bike I told you, he just said that he 
would like to come down and talk to me and I told him that 
was all right with me if he wanted to come down. 

Mr, Purdy, In the telephone call^ did he request yoxir 
assistance in obtaining the release of three people from | 

Cuba? ! 

i 

Mr. McKeovm. He said he had some friends over there j 
that he would like to help get out^ if I could help him get | 
them out, | 

Mr, Purdy, Did he say who they were? t 

Mr, McKeown, Did you have any idea who he was talking j 

i 

about? ! 

i 

Mr, McKeown. No, I 

Mr, Purdy, You say you had known Castro very 
tedit correct? 
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Mr , McKeovrn. Yes , 

Mr, Purdy, Approximately a week after Castro assumed 
power, were many people imprisoned? 

Mr. McKeown, Imprisoned in Cuba or here? 

Mr. Purdy. Imprisoned in Cuba. Did ha imprison a 
number of people when he took power? 

Mr. McKeown. You know as much about it as I do. You 
read the papers where he did, yes. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you have a present recollection as to 
whether he imprisoned people shortly after taking power 
or later, months later? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, I presume he imprisoned them 
practically right away. 

Mr, Purdy. Do you know what types of people he 
imprisoned after taking power? Were they political figures, | 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
2i 
25 


! 


-! 



were they gamblers, were they Cubans^ Americans? 

Mr. Appel, Is this line of questioning pertinent? 

Mr, McKeown. Why go through all of this? I eun here 
to testify about Oswald and Jack Ruby and all of that 
Castro business^'- I have all of that behind me emd I want 
to leave it behind me, 

Mr,. Appel, I have to object, 

Mr. Purdy, This line of questioning is intended to 
gain any information possible about the types of people that 
Jack Ruby may have been trying to obtain the release of 


I 

j 

i 

1 
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from Cuban jails on behalf of some other interests, as well 
as to pinpoint more accurately the timeframe when Jack Ruby 
would have been making those inquiries, because it is 
unclear whether or not people were imprisoned shortly after 
the Castro takeover, or later on. 

For that reason. Counsel contends that this line of 
questioning is relevant, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr, Preyer. I think it is pertinent to seek to devel- 
op information relating to who might have been imprisoned. 

If the witness knows the answer to this question, the Chair 
thinks it would be pertinent to answer. 

Mr. Appel. Would you repeat the question? 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. McKeown, let me rephrase the question. 

Do you have any information about the general types of 
people imprisoned or specific individuals imprisoned after j 
Castro took power? j 

Mr. McKecwn. Do I know any' of them? 

Mr. Purdy. Yes. 

Mr. McKeown. No. I did not know any of them personally. 
X heard of them. 

I 

Mr. Purdy, Do you recall the names of anybody you j 


23 

I Mr, McKeown, There was a friend who caune from Costa 

24 1 

I Rica and i understood that he was in jail. His name was 

25 ! 

; Hernandez « 


I heard was in prison in Cuba? 


n c r\ 
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Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeown, did Mr. Rubinstein, in the 
phonecall, offer you any money for obtaining the release 
of individuals? 

Mr, McKeown. No, not in the phone call. 

Mr. Purdy. How many individuals did he ask that you 

) 

obtain the release of? 

Mr, McKeown, Three. He said he had three friends over - 
there. 

i 

Mr. Purdy. Did Mr. Rubinstein mdicate that he was | 
working for anybody else when he was trying to obtain the | 
release of these people? 

Mr. McKeown, He emphsized, when I asked him about this 
money, you know, I told him that is a hell of a lot of 
money, but he said, I have good connections bo money does 

not mean anything, I 

1 

Mr. Purdy, This was money in regard to obtaining the | 
release of people or the letter? | 

i 

Mr. McKeown, To give him the letter. If I would 
give him the letter of introduction to Castro, he offered 
me that money, but I never did get it, Ke never did get the 
letter,, , 


22 

23 

24 

25 


Mr, Purdy. Did you tell the FBI on January 28, 1964 
that Mr. Rubinstein, in thejihonecall, offered you $5,000 
for the release of each of three prisoners? 

Mr, McKeown, Well, he said something on the phone, he 
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1 

said, I got some friends over in Cuba, but as I recall now, 

2 

he might have offered me some money on the phone, hut I do 

3 

not believe he did. It seems as tPiough the only time he 

i 1 

offered me money was to get the letter. 

S 

He might have said something, hut I did not talk to him 

6 1 

very long on the phone. The only thing he wanted me to do. 

7 

to get from me, was it all right for him to come down there 

3 1 

from Dallas to talk to me. That was the main thing that he 

’ I 

wanted to talk to me about. 

,0 

Mr. Purdy. Approximately how much time passed after 

n 

the phbnecall when he came to visit you? 

12 

Mr. McJCeown, A couple or three days. 

13 

Mr, Purdy, He came to visit you a few days after the 

M 

phone call? 

!3 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, j 

i 

16 

Mr, Purdy. You stated earlier this morning that the ( 

17 

man who came to see you identified himself as Jack Rubin*- j 

la 

stein, is that correct? 

19 

Mr, McKeown. Rubinstein, 

20 

Mr, Purdy, In your interview with the PBI on January 

21 

28, 196^4, did you tell him that the man who C 2 une to visit \ 

22 

j you did not identifyihimself? j 

23 

• Mr. McKeown, No, not as I necall. Did not identify j 

2i 

! himself? 

25 

li - ■ - ■ : 

:j Mr. Purdy, Yes, 
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Mr. McKfiown, I do not recall what I said to the FBI. 

I just told them that he came to see me. 

Mr. Purdy. Is it your present recollection that the man 
who cajne to see you, identified himself as Jack Rubinstein? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, 

Mr, Purdy, Could you please give you a physical des- 
cription of the man who came to visit you? 

Mr. McKeown, Well, he was a little bit stout and he 
had a little patch on his nose at the time, a little round 
patch. I asked him what happened, he said he squeezed a 
blackhead and it got infected. He had a black hat on and 
he was well-dressed. Kind of a stocky sort of fellow, not 
tall. X would venture to say he weighed 165, 180 pounds, 

X really do not know. Just average. Well-dressed, 

He wore a hat, I knowthat. i 

I 

i 


Mr. Purdy, Mr, McKeown, did you tell the FBI on | 

January 28, 1964 that the reason that you knew the man who [ 

I 

came to see you was Jack Rubinstein was because you recognized 
him from photographs that you saw at the time of the j 

assassination? ! 


I 


Mr, McKeown, I want to tell you something, I think I j 
went to talk to thefFpi before the assassination and then j 
after the assassination, both, j 

I just told the FBI that Jack Rubinstein, like I am 
telling you, called me on tPie phone and he came down there 
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to see me and he wanted this letter, j 

Mr. Purdy, Did you talk to the FBI about Jack Rubin- 
stein before the assassination? 

Mr, McKeown. It seems as though I did, yes. 

Mr. Purdy. Approximately how long before the assassins-- 
tion did you talk with the FBI? 

Mr. McKeown. Right after Castro took over, you see? 

I think Castro took over in *58, did he not? 

Mr, Purdy. He took over J 2 oiuary 21, 1959, 

Mr. McKeown. '59, It was a little bit after that 
that he came to see me , 

Mr. Purdy, Did you talk to the FBI about Jack Rubin- 
stein before the assassination? 

Mr. McKeown, Well, it seems as though I did. You 
see, I was on probation, I was on five-year probation and 1 


16 i| I 

II I was scared, because I did not want to get in no trouble, ! 

17 j 

I So I believe I went and told them about this guy coming to | 

18 

see me, up in the Post Office Building in Houston, I am | 

15 I 

pretty sure I did. They told me that that was very good i 

20 I j 

I information, 1 

^1 I i 

I aut,Vyou see, right after the President was assassinated' — 

'i i 

I as a matter of fact, I was working for the Houston Slush ; 

! ! 

I Pump Company, l was a salesm 2 m, a sales representative. 

2 * 

ii Wel-1, this lady, she owned this company eind her and I 

25 II ■ ! 

1 was going to eat dinner, to eat lunch, and the bookkeeper — ! 
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is it all right to tell you in my own words how this 
happened? We wanted to get some chicken and we were going 
to uget some Mexican food at a Mexican restaurant, so he 
asked us to bring some chicken back for him. 

So I went into this cafe to order the chicken and then 
tell them I would pick it up on the way back and that is 
when I heard that the President had been shot. So I come 
on back to the car and I said, turn the radio on. The 
President has been shot. 

So she turned the radio on and we didn't go nowhere. 

We went back to the office and listened to the broadcasts 
on the radio. 

The next day, the FBI was out and I went up there and 
talked to them about Jack Ruby, 

Mr. Purdy. Is that the first time that you talked to I 

1 

the FBI about Jack Rubinstein? i 

Mr. McKeown. I think it was; then again, maybe it was j 

not. It has been a long time, I have been through a lot of j 

i 

hell since then, I 

( 

Mr, Purdy. Mr, McKeown, where were you when Lee Harvey | 
Oswald was shot? j 

Mr. McKeown. I was watching my television in St, Leon, i 

i 

Texas. i 

Mr, Purdy, Did you recognize the name of the individual 

who shot Lee Harvey Oswald? 
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Mr . McKeown, Yes • 

Mr. Purdy*. Did you recognize his naune as Jack Ruby? 

Did you assume that was Jack Rubinstein? 

Mr. McKeown. I recognized him as the man who had come 
to see me. 

Mr, Purdy. You recognized his photograph? 

Mr. McKeown, On the television* 

Mr, Purdy, After Mr. Oswald was shot^ did you tell 
anyone that you had known Jack Rubinstein? 

Mr. McKeown. I did not have to tell them. You know^ 
things like that get around. This particular fellow who 
was living there with me — I had married this lady, she was 
a schoolteacher and she did not know that I was in all of 
this mess, I was on probation at the time. 

So X was trying to hold it away from her, but of course, 
you know them things get out. But, anyway, S 2 un Neal was 

i 

there and he left so I told Pauline, I said, X am going to j 
turn the televisicn on, I seen it when he killed him. 

And then Sam called right after that and we went down 
to somewhere, I do not know where. He called me up and 

I 

say, hey, that is the son-of-a'^bitch who was at your house, | 
that is. the guy who was at your house talking about Oswald, \ 

i 

And 1 said, it sure is, ! 

’ Mr. Purdy, Did you tell anyone, after the shooting of 
Oswald, that you knew Jack Rubinstein? 



624 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
3 
9 

10 

!1 


12 


13 

14 


li 

lo 

17 


18 


19 

20 
21 


22 


23 

24 


Mr, McKeown. I did not know Jack Rubinstein, I did 
not know him, like I don^t know you, I am talking to you 
now, but I don*t know you. The seune with Jack Rubinstein. 

I did not know him. . The only thing he came to me — I had 
never seen the man in my life before; I had never heard of 
him. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you tell anybody that you had met him 
prior to the time that you talked to the FBI? 

Mr, McKeown, That I met Jack Ruby? Yes, I told a 
few people that he came to see me, after this happened, 

Mr, Purdy, Did you tell anybody besides S2uu Neal that 
you had met Lee Harvey Oswald after the assassinlition? 

Mr, McKeown, Sam Neal was there when Lee Harvey 
Oswald came out of the house, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you tell anybody else that you had | 

met Lee Heirvey Oswald after the assassination? ! 

i 

Mr. McKeown, I guess so, I told a few people, | 

Mr, Purdy, You stated earlier that Mr. Rubinstein who j 
visited you said he was interested in transporting jeeps | 
and slot machines to Cuba? t 

j 

Mr, McKeown, Right, That was his subject. More or | 

1 

less, he wanted this letter more than anything else. : 

Mr. Purdy, Did he say that he had possession of jeeps 
and slot machihes? 

! 

Mr. McKeown, Right, He said he had them out in Nevada i 
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in the mountains somewhere, out in a cave. That is what he 
told me . 

Mr, Purdy. Did Mr, Rubinstein say that he knew any 
Mafia or organized crime figures that were associated with 
Cuba? 

Mr. McKeown, He said he knew the Mafia, He did not 
say anything about associating with Cuba. 

Mr. Purdy, Did he tell you any of those individuals? 

Mr. McKeown. No, he did not tell me any names, no, 

Mr. Purdy, Did he say that he was wor3cing for those 
Mafia figures in those transactions? 

Mr. McKeown. No, he said he had connections. When I 
asked him about the money he said you do not need to worry 
about the money, T have good connections. Money does not 
mean nothing, 

Mr, Pxirdy. Did he mention any connections with Mieuni? 

Mr, McKeown. He wanted to know if I knew amybody in 
Miami, He just wanted to know how well I was acquainted 
in Miami, I said I go these quite often, I know: a few 
Cubans. 

Mr, Purdy, Did he mention the Clover Club or the Ponce 
Room in Miami? 

Mr . McKeown , Yes , 

Mr, Purdy, Why did he mention those to you? 

Mr. McKeown, He asked me, are you feuniliar with the 
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Ponce Club, That was behind th.e Clover, In them days, thatj 
is where the Latins congregated, in the Ponce Club, do you 
understand? And he asked me if I had ever been in there. 

I said, yes, I had been in there. 

That is about all there was to it. He just wanted to 
know if I knew where it was. 

Mr. Purdy, Did he say that he had been there? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, he did not exactly say that he had 
been there. He just wanted to know if I had been there. 

Mr. Piirdy, Did you get .the impression that he had 
been .there? 

Mr. McKeown, I got the impression that he knew what 
he was talking about. He described the place pretty good, 

Mr, Pnrdy, Did you tell him that you knew people 
connected with the Ponce Room? 

Mr , McKeown, No . 

Mr. Piirdy, Did he tell you that he knew individuals 
connected with the Ponce Club? 

Mr. MeKeown. No, 

Mr. Purdy, When Mr. Rubinstein contacted you concern^ 
ing the release of individuals from Cuban prisons, did he 
initially think that your name was Davis? 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, 

Mr. Purdy. J*7hat did he think that your first name was? 

Mr, McKeown. I do not know, but he got me mixed up 
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with a fellow named Davis over in Beaumont. 1 

! 

Hell, I did not know anybody named Davis, j 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. McKeown, you stated eaurlier that Mr. 
Rubinstein contacted you because of news accounts of your 
connections with Cuba, is that correct? j 

Mr, McKeown. That is the only way I know. He called 
the Sheriff’s Depaurtmsnt. I was living about 35 miles or 
so, I was in the county, I was not in the city of Houston, 

I was in a little place called Seabrook, I had bought a | 

house down there and then I had bought this acre of land j 

! 

and I had built a little shopping center there. The money | 

j 

was furnished to Build this shopping center, and I think 
I was waiting for the trial. 

Mr. Purdy, Did Mr, Rubinstein indicate that he had 
talked to anyone who knew you prior to his call to you? I 

i 

Mr, McKeown, The only way I can answer that is to | 

tell you that he told me, he said, you are well-known. You ! 

1 

are well-known all over the state of Texas, I have seen yourj 

picture in the paper in Mexico City, j 

I 

Mr. Purdy, Mr, McKeown, can you explain how it was j 
that Jack Rubinstein read about you by your name of McKeown i 
and yet came to you and thought you were named Davis? j 

Mr. McKeown, I cannot understand that, no, \ 

Mr . Put( 5^, Did you ask him >diy he thought that you 
were named Davis? 
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Mr. McKeovm, I have used a fev naunes, but I never did j 
use Davis . 1 

Mr. Purdy. What vere some of the other names you 

used? 

Mr. McKeown, 1 used McAllister, I used Henry, things | 
like that. j 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. McKeovn, did Mr* J^ubinstein say that | 

he had seen your name and picture in Mexico City? I 

Mr .McKeown, I^ight. I said, well, that is news to | 

' me. I did not know that it was down there. ! 

it Mr. Purdy Did he indicate to you what the storey was | 

in reference to? 

! Mr, McKeown, When they confiscated all these arms 

j that I was caught with. 

Mr, Purdy, What did Mr, Pubinstein say to you that 1 

I indicated t?iat he had mistaken you with a Davis from Beau- \ 

il I 

|| mont, Texas? I 

! i 

j Mr. McKeown, He told me that he thought that I was j 

I the one who was in Beaumont, Texas but now that he knew | 

ij that I was not the same man, | 

! 

i| Mr, Purdy, Did you know, or had you ever heard, of a 

I Davis from Beaumont, Texas? j 

-i Mr,, McKeown. No, I went to Beaumont, Texas a couple ! 

!! ^ 

;| of times^hut X went over there to buy blankets, I bought 

•j a thousand blankets, ; 
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1 1 

Mr. Purdy, Who did you buy a thousand blankets from? 

i. I 

Mr, McKeovn, From a Ward Surplus, just a store there. 

3 

Mr, Purdy, Did you knovr, or had you heard of, any 

i j 

1 

person named Davis connected vith arms saJ.es? | 

- i 

Mr ,*lMcKeown, No. ! 

3 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. Chairman, I think it would be appropri- 

7 

ate at this time for members of the Committee to ask any 

3 1 

i 

questions you might have related to Mr, McKeown’s connection 


with Jack. Ruby. Following that, I would pursue a line of 

;o 1 

t 

questioning concerning his knowledge of some of Jack Ruby's j 

M 1 
1 
1 

other associates, | 

1 

!2 ! 

1 

Mr. Preyer, Would you prefer that we proceed with ; 

13 

the questioning? 1 

1*« j 

t 

I 

Mr* fithian. Whatever the Chair prefers, I may have | 

i 

: 

one question to clarify. j 

Hi 

i' 

1 

Mr. Preyer. All right. | 

'■ ! 

jj 

Mr. Fithiem, Mr. McKeown, vere the only contacts that | 

!8 

you had with Jack Rubinstein that sequence of visits that 

15 

t 

he made to Texas? Was that the only time you personally 

20 i 

! 

contacts or were contacted by Jack Rubinstein when he came j 

IT 1 

down to see you in Texas? i 


Mr. McKeown* That is the only time that I have ever j 

:: i 

1 

seen him, when he came to my club, Ife c^une there four or ; 

2i i 
25 ; 

five times. 


Mr, Flthlan, After that sequence? 
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Mr, McKeowji. I never saw hijn before, 

Mr. Fithian, ffe did not call you on the bhone^ you 
had no other contact? 

Mr, McKeown. He just dropped completely out of sight, 
Mr. Fithian, No letters from him, no phone calls? 

Mr. McKeown, No, 


j 

1 

I 

I 


Mr. Fithian, Thank you, j 

t 

Mr. preyer. I would suggest to counsel that we might j 
proceed at this time, I 

j 

Mr.. Purdy, Thanh you, Mr, Chairman, i 

Mr. McKeown, you said that there were a number of visits 
that Mr. Rubinstein came to you, is that correct? 

Mr » McKeown , Yes . 

Mr. Purdy, Approximately hoW' many visits? 


I 

Mr. McKeown, I would venture maybe four, at least \ 


four , 


Mr, Purdy, What period of time elapsed between the I 

I 

first and the final visit? j 

Mr. McKeown. He came every day, you know what X mean? I 

j 

The first time he came from the phone call, and then he i 

came, I do not know whether it was the next day, I know ; 

it was dark, around 8:0Q or H;QQ when he called me on the ^ 

1 

phone, cind I do not know whether it was the next day or 
the following day that he came, 

I did not know him when he walked in , I did not know ; 



631 


him from Adam, Then he introduced himself to me, 
Mr. Purdy. Mr, McKeown, how far is Seabrook, 
from Dallasy Texas? Do you know? 


Texas 


Mr, McKeown. I would say about 300 miles, 

Mr. Purdy. About 300 miles, 

Mr. McKeown, Approximately^ about 30.0, 

Mr. Purdy. Was Mr. Rubinstein staying in Seabrook 
over this period of four days? 

Mr, McKeown. No, he told me he was staying in town, 
in Houston, 


Mr. Purdy, Did he say where he was staying? 

Mr , McKeown • No , 

Mr, Purdy, Did Mr. Rubinstein mention any people whom 
you both knew? 

Mr. McKeown* Not that X recall* This is my own 
opinion about Jack Rubinstein. The only thing that I can 


figure what. Ijy your neune? 


Mr, Purdy, P\irdy, 

Mr, McKeown, The only thing that X cem figure, Mr, 
Purdy, is that he was trying to go and tell somebody else 
that he knew ma real good . Do you understand? Ee kept 
asking me eiBout my boyhood, my connections with Prio and how 
mzmy times X had been to Cuba, all of this emd all of that, 
and did X go under a nickname or anything like that. 

And you know, like X say, the only thing that X can 
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figure about the whole damn thing is that he was trying j 

to find out and go and tell people that he knew me real 
good, do you understand? 

He did not, I did not know him, 

Purdy, Did he indicate to you that he had been 

to Cuba? 

Mr, McJCeown, No, he indicated that he wanted to go 
to Cuba. He did not say anything about him being there, 

Mr. Purdy, Mr, McKeown, during what period of time did 
you live or work in Cuba? i 

Mr. McKeown, Well, I had a business in Cioba. It was j 

i 

in Santiago, then I would go into Haveuia, It was a legitimatle 
business, you know? 

Eatista kept after me to pay off because I was doing 

I 

a pretty good business, I had invented a coffee cleaning i 

i 

I 

machine. I was going to build over there. i 

1 had built the prototype in Houston, then I took it j 

on over and then we were going to open up a place in Cuba 
to manufacture. Then Batista kept on after me to pay off, 
pay off not him, do not misunderstand me. He did not 
come himself, Batista didn’t, but he sent his militia, : 

So I told them to hell with it, I was going to pay him i 
nothing, I am a United States citizen. I am not paying you ! 
nothing. 

So it went on there for about iour, five or six months, I 


25 
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Then four militias ceime out there and they put me on an 
airplane and told me to get out of Ciiba and I got out. 

Mr. Purdy. What was the time period that you left 

Cuba? 

Mr. McKeown. What time was it? 

Mr. Purdy. Y^, 

Mr. McKeown. The daytime. 

Mr. Purdy, What was the date and the year? 

Mr. McKeown, It was around *57, I do not know what 
date it was. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you return to live or work in Cuba 
after Castro took power? 

Mr • McKeown , No , 



Mr. Purdy, Was that because of your probaition? 
Mr, McKeown, Yea. I tried to. 



Mr. Purdy, Mr, McKeown? 

Mr. McKeown. He tried to get me to go, he ceuae to 
Houston, Castro came to Houston and he told me, come on, get 
on the airplane, I said no way, but I did go up and had 
a hearing with Judge Ingraham and X had my probation officer 
who was of the name Fields and he recommended to the Judge 
that X not go to Cuba. 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeown, you stated today that Jack 
Rubinstein came to see you four times in 1959, Is that 
correct? 
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Mr, McKeovm, I think so. Right after Castro took overj 

i 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeown, did you tell the FBI on Januar^l 
28, 1964 that Jack Rubinstein ceune to see you only one time? I 

i 

Mr, McKeown. No, because I know that it came two or ! 
three times , 

Mr, Purdy. Does it refresh your recollection to know 
that the report by Special Agent Daniel Foltz of January 
28, 1964 iiidicates that you told him that Jack Rubinstein 
Ccune to visit you only one time? 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know why I wo\ild tell him that, 

1 

because he caune two, three times. Maybe I was scared becausel 

! 

I was on probation, maybe I told him only once. I do not I 
know, 

I am telling you the truth because I swore I would tell 
the truth, and he came to see me three or four times, 

Mr, Purdy, Mr, McKeown, is your memory better now than 
when you had the FBI interview in 1964? 

Mr. McKeown, What? 

Mr, Purdy, Is your memory better now today than when 
you had the FBI interview in 1964? 

Mr. McBaown, I do not know, 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. McKeown, as everything. yoU told the FBI 
in 1964 the truth? 

Mr, McKeown. To the best of my recollection. The only 
thing I was trying to do was trying to help the government 


ii 
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out. That was what I was trying to do. If he was involved 
in anything, I was just trying to help them out. I just 
WEUited to tell them the truth. 

Re asked to come see me, the man who itmrdered Lee 
Rarvey Oswald. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you tell the FBI on January 28, 1964 
that the man who came to see you never returned, nor did 
you ever again see him after the first visit? 

Mr* McKeown. No, not after the first visit, because 
he came three or fowo times, like I told you. 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. McKeown, were you in Dallas or New 
Orleans during 1963? 

Mr. McKeown, Where? 

Mr. Purdy, Dallas, Texas or New Orleans, Louisiana 
during 1963, 

Mr , McKeown . No , 

Mr* Ptordy, Mr. McKeown, did you know, or know of, 

Mr. R, D. Mathews? 

Mr. McKeown, Who? 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. Russell Douglas Mathews. 

Mr. McKeown. Never heard of him. 

Mi, Purdy, Did Jack Ruby discuss him? 

Mr, McKeown, No, 

Mr, Purdy, Did you know, or have you heard of, Mr. 


Josej^ Civello? 
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Mr, McKeown, JosepEi who? 

Mr , Purdy , Civel lo , 

Mr, McKeown, Not as I recall, 

Mr, Purdy, Did you know J 2 unes Robert Todd? 

Mr. McKeown. What did he do? 

Mr. Purdy. He lived and worked in Dallas f Texas. 

Mr . McKeown, No . 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know James Henry Dolan? 

Mr. McKeown. What did he do? 

Mr. Purdy, He worked for the Ajaerican Guild of Variety 
Artists in Dallas and he was a gambler. 

Mr, McKeown, No, I did not know him, I heard of 
him, hut I did not know him. 

Mr. Purdy. Did Jack Ruby discuss him? 

Mr. McKeown. No, He did not discuss any names. He 
just said he had connections that could get ahold of money. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know, or have you heard, of Mr. 

Jim Brady? 

Mr. McKeown. What did he do? 

Mr. Purdy. He also vent by the name Eugertte Hale Brady 
Mr, McKeown. Was he a pilot? 

Mr . Purdy, No , 

Mr. McKeown. No, 1 do not know him, 

Mr. Purdy, Do you know, or have you heard of, Messers 


Sam or Joseph Campesi? 
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Mr. McKeown. I have heard of them, 

Mr, Purdy, You never met them? 

Mr. McKeovm. No. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know Candy Barr? 

Mr, McKeowi. I have heard of her. 

Mr, Purdy, You never met her? 

Mr. McKeovm, No. 

Mr, Purdy, Do you recall how you heard of Candy Barr? 

Mr. McKeovm. Well, I had a friend and she was living 
down around El Campo, Texas, I do not recall the name of 
the town^ ;Just a small place, and he was a friend of hers 
and he told me that she was down there. That is all I know, 

Mr. Purdy, How did you hear of the Campesis, 

Mr. McKeovm, What? 

Mr. Purdy, How did you hear of Sam or Joseph Campeai? 

Mr, McKeown, Through Prio, 

Mr. Purdy, What did you say about that? 

Mr .McKeown, He said they were good people, they were 
on our side, 

Mr, Pxirdy, Did he say that he was working with him? 

Mr, McKeown, Well, I presumed that he was working with 
him, I do not know, I was more or less a lone wolf, I did 
not implicate myself with all them people because I did what 
he told me to do and he furnished the money, 

Mr. Purdy, Are you talking about Mr. Prio? 
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'I Mr . McKeown. Prio, yes , 

^ I Mr. Purdy, - Do you know \diether or not they were also 

^ ! working for or with :-lr. Prio?. 

"I Mr, McKeown, I presume, but I do not know for sure. 

" ^ Mr , Purdy, Do you know any other Americans who were 

® I working for Mr, Prio? 

^1 Mr . McKeovTi . Yes. 

^ : Mr. Purdy, Who were they? 

^ I CPauseJ 

I Mr. McXeown, A very good friend of mine. We did a 

I lot of travelling together. His name was Manola Artuse, 
i I am sorry to tell you this. There was another one named ( 

I ! 

1 Mario, but I cannot recall his last name. He married a woman I 

’ i ^ 

I from Puerto Rico and I understand that he is in Cuba now, I 

• ^1 ‘ 

;j Whether he is nor not, I have not seen him since him and I I 

!| I 

j came here and met Prio, ! 

: Mr, Purdy, Do you know of anybody else who knows him? 

I Mr. McKeown, Who? 

I Mr. Purdy, Mario? 

I Mr. McKeown. Manola, 

! t 

I Mr. Purdy. Does the name Mario Valamios sound feuniliar 

•1 

; to you? 

: 

: Mr. McKeown. Yes. 

24 : 

Mr. Purdy, Was that him? 

" I Mr, McKeown, It might have been. 
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Mr. Purdy. Do you recall anybody else who was working 
with Mr, Prio at that tine? 

Mr, McKeown, Oh, hell, yes, I do not recall their 
names, A Spanish name is easy to forget,, and I just knew 
then by their first neune, more or less, Ralph, for instance. 

Mr. Piu^dir.-; Pardon me? 

Mr. McKeown, A gentleman by the name of Ralph, He was 
more or less Prio*s bodygiaard and a lady named Marie Serez, 
Manola was close to Prio, and Mario^ 2Uid three or four others 
but hell, I do not remeiri>er their names. 

Mr, Purdy, Did you. know, or have you heard of, Joseph 
Marello? 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, 

Mr. Purdy. How did you know him? 

Mr. McKeown, Through Manola, 

Mr. Purdy. You knew him personally? 

Mr. McKeown, Just to talk with, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you work with him at all? 

Mr, McKeown, No, I worked by myself, 

Mr, Purdy. Are you aware of any particular assignments 
that he had from Mr, Prio? 

Mr. McKeown. Who? 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. Marella, 

Mr. McKeown, No, The only thing, he would come to me 
and tell me where things would be. 
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Mr, Purdy, What kind of things? 

Mr . McKeown, Guns , 

Mr, Purdy, he would tell you where to get guns? 

Mr • McKeown . Ygs , 

Mr, Purdy. Did he tell you who was supplying those 

guns? 

Mr, McKeown. No, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know, or have you heard of, Mr, 
Thomas Ely Davis III of Beaumont, Texas? 

Mr. McKeown, I told you awhile ago I did not know 
anybody by the neune of Davis, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know a Mr, Carl Davis of North 
Carolina? 

Mr. McKeown, what? 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know a Mr, Carl Davis of North 
Carolina? 

Mr, McKeown. Carl Davidson? 

Mr, Purdy, Davis, 

Mr . McKeown , No , 

Mr, Purdy, Mr, Chairman, I think it would be appropri^ 
ate now if the Committee would like to ash any questions abouti 
Mr, McKeown’s connections with Mr, Ruby. Following that, I j 
will develop a line of questioning concerning Mr. McKeown ’s i 

contacts with Mr, Oswald, 

Mr. Preyer. r was not clear on your interview with the ' 
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FBI shortly after the assassination, 

Mr, McKeown, The next day, 

>!r. Preyer. ITow did they happen to interview you? 

Mr, McKeown, Sir? 

Mr. Preyer. Row did they happen to interview you? 

Mr. McKeown. How did they happen? 

Mr, Preyer. Yes, 

Mr. McKeown. As I said, I was working with this pump 
company and they came to the office. They came out there, 

Mr, Preyer. What made them cone to the office? 
you made some statement? 

Mr, McKeown. I do not know, but they sure came out 
there and I lost that job. Every job I got I lost because 
they would come but where T was working, 

Mr, Preyer, You did not go to them as far as you know? 
There was nothing about you in the paper that would have 
caused them to come £md interview you? 

Mr. McKeown, Not that I know of , . There was nothing 
about me in the paper , 

Mr, Preyer, Because of your friendship with Mr, 

Castro, did a number of people come to you and ask for favors? 

Mr. McKeown, Oh, Jesus Christ, yes. One of your good 
friends came to me, a gentleman by the name of Butler. He was 
a campaign manager for Ike Eisenhower or something, ^ He was a 
big wheel with the Republicams and I am a Democrat and he told 
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me I will tell you, Thjls was the most mysterious thing 
you ever heard of. 

Mr, Preyer, X do not care to know the details of all 
of these viisits because they would not be relevant to our 
inquiry, but you were visited by a ntunber of people or calledj 

i 

and Jack Ruby's call was a part of this? j 

Mr. McKeown. The people came down to see me, you see, 
after Castro took over, for wanting me to do those people 
favors, like sugar. | 

Mr. Preyer, These were mostly people vrho wanted to get; 
some business deal with Cuba? 

Mr. McKeown. Right, 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Fithian, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Fithian, I do not have any at this point, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr, Preyer, 1 think it might be appropriate at this 
point, before we leave the Ruby matter, to enter the FBI 
Report that you referred to into the record. 

Mr. Purdy, Mr, Chairman, I would like to ask the Clerk 
to mark the FBI report of January 28, 1964 with Mr, Robert 
Ray McKeown, conducted by Special Agent Daniel Foltz for 
identification, I would like to ask the Clerk to mark it 
JFK Exhibit No, 93, 

CThe document referred to 
was marked JFK Exhibit No, 
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93 and will be foxind in 


the files of the Subcommittee*) 


Mr. Purdy, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask at this 
time that JFK Exhibit 93 will be entered into the record. 

Mr. Preyer. Vfithout objection, it is entered into the 
record at this time. 

CTbe document referred to, 
having been previously meurkdc 
for identification as JFK 
Exhibit No. 93 for identifica- 
tion was entered into the 
record, I 

Mr. Pur<^, ^ If the Chair wishes, I will begin the 
questioning of Mr. McKeown^s contact with Mr. Oswald, 

Mr, Preyer, Please proceed, | 

I 

Mr. Purdy. Mr, McKeown, when did you first meet Lee | 
Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, I was sitting in my home in St* Leon. 
Texas, and r would venture to say that it wa? around 9iOQ or 

lOiQQ in the morning and I seen this car drive up, it had a ; 

! 

big picture window, I seen this car drive up and these two 
people got out and they ceune and knocked on the door and 
my wife was in her negligee and she ran upstairs, you know, 
and Sam was there. We were getting ready to go get some 


oysters or something, I do not know. 
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He remarked he is not certain that the above-ciescri' od 
telephone caller from Dallas or the man v;ho personally 
appeared at the J and M Drive-In was identical v/ith the JACK 
RULY v/ho killed LEE HARVEY 03V/ALD, To his knowledge j he has 
never seen or met LEE HARVEY OSWALD. 

MC KEOVJH stated that he knew of no one by the name 
of ’'Davis" v/ho was convicted for gun running activity v.-xth 
Cuba . 
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:deral bureau of 


INVESTIGATr ^ ^4 

January 28, 1S)64 


ROBERT HAY HC KEOWlvI, born January 28, 1913, 
resiclencQ. Bay Cliff, Texas, unlisted telephone number Bay 
Cliff 9661492, upon interview at the KouBton Division of the 
FBI furnished the following Information: 

He Is presently employed as a salesman for the 
Houston .Slush Pumn Company, 2112 Quitman Street, Houston, and 
he formerly resided V7lth his sister, FiR3. FRANK DENNY, 9138 
VJayfarer Street, Houston. His v/lfe makes her residence In 
Miami, Florida. On February 25, 1958, he was arrested and 
charged with conspiracy to smuggle guns and related equipment 
to Cuba for the benefit and use of FIDEL CAS'rRO and his 
forces. On October 24, 1958, in the United States District 
Court, Southern District of Texas, Houston, Texas, he v/as 
sentenced for these activities to 60 days to serve and fined 
$>500 on one count, and was given a two year sentence suspended 
for five years on good behavior on a second count. *nie 
period of his probation expired December 11, 1963. At the 
time of his arrest, conviction and sentencing, considerable 
publicity concerning him and his activities appeared in the 
press. His photograph appeared In the newspapers on a number 
of occasions. He knows FIDEL CASTRO personally, and when 
CASTRO visited Houston, Tuxas, briefly In April, 1959, 

MC KEOV/N went to the Hoiaton Airport, visited with CASTRO, 
and had his photograph taken with CASTRO. This photograph 
v;as widely publicized. CASIRO tried to persuade him to 
stay on the airplane and proceed to Cuba with him (CASTRO). 
However, because he was then on probation, he told CASTRO 
it vxould not be possible. CASTRO was somewhat Irritated at 
this, and suggested that MC KEOWN disregard the probation and 
go anyway. CASTRO stated he would give MC KEOIVN a Government 
position in Cuba or perhaps he might give him some franchises 
or concessions there. MC KEOWN responded that he fully intended 
to co.mply with his probation to the letter, and stated he 
^^rould come to Cuba when he could do so in a completely legal 
manner. 


004514 


During 1958, while MC KEOWN was out on bond and 
prior to his sentencing, he and a MR, JARRETT entered a 
partnership and opened up the J and M Drive-In on Red Bluff 
Road near Taylor Lake end Clear Lake, in the vicinity pf 
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Keinah and Seabroolc, Texas. MC KEOIVT-I obtained his share or 
the funds for this venture by borrowing from CARLOS FRIO 
SOCARRAS, former President of Cuba v/ith whom he had a 
close friendship. About two years ago, MR. JARRETT died, 
and the business v;as sold, 

FIDEL CASTRO took over the leadership of Cuba on 
about January 1, 1959> following the revolution v/hlch he 
had led. About one week after that, vdiile he v/as on duty at 
the J and M Drive-In, Harris County, Texas, Deputy Sheriff 
ANTHOi'IY "BOOTS'* AYO appeared and said that sorae person had 
been frantically calling the Harris County Sheriff's Office 
in an effort to locate MC KEOWH. The name of the caller v/as 
not knovrn to AYO, but he was calling from Dallas, Texas, and 
on the last call had said it was a life and death matter. 

MC KEOVIN advised AYO to provide the caller with the telephone 
number of the J and M Drive-In. In about one hour's time, 
(8:00 p.m. or 0:30 p.m.) a person called MC KEOV/N on the 
telephone and said his name was "Rubensteln" . Tne caller 
said he was calling from Dallas, Texas, and indicated he 
v;as aware that MC KEOWN had influence in Cuba and particularly 
v/ith CASTRO. The caller stated he wanted to get three 
individuals out of Cuba who were being held by CASTRO. He 
stated that if MC KEOWN could achieve their release he 
would be paid $5^000 for each person. The caller added that 
a person in Las Vegas, Nevada, would put up the money. 

MC KEOWN replied that he most certainly was interested in 
making some money, and assured the caller he could obtain 
the I'elease of any person being detained by CASTRO; hov/ever, 

MC i<S0V/N specifically advised the caller he would do nothing 
tov/ard this end until he v/as paid $5,000.00 in cash at the 
outset. The caller stated he v/ould clear this with the man 
in Las Vegas, and would later recontact MC KEOWN. Nothing 
further was ever heard from this Individual by MC KEOWN. 

About three weeks following this telephone call, 
a man personally appeared at the J and M Drive-In and 
spoke with MC KEOV/N. This person did not identify himself 
to MC KEOV/N, nor did MC KEOWN ask his name. The man said 
he had a proposition whereby MC KEOV/N could make $25,000. 
vrnen he Indicated genuine Interest In the man's proposition, 
they went to the rear of the Drive-In where patrons sit to 
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drink beer and where they could talk more privately. The 
man stated he had an option on a great number of Jeeps v/hich 
v;ero in Shreveport, Louisiana, and he desired to sell them 
to CASTRO at a very profitable figure. He v;anted MC KEOV/N 
to provide him with a letter of introduction to CASTRO, v;hlch 
letter v/ould clearly indicate that the bearer v;as responsible 
and reliable. MC KEO\W said he v;ould gladly provide such 
a letter of Introduction for a fee of $25,000, but before 
he undertook to do anything he would have to have in hand at 
least $5,000.00 in cash. The man indicated he wanted the 
letter right away, whereupon MC KEOVJN asked if he had the 
necessary $5,000 in his pocket. The man said that he did 
not, but that he would go and get the money and return. Accord- 
ing to MC KEOWN, the man never returned nor did he ever again 
see him. 


MC KEOV/M stated that from the numerous photographs 
he has seen in the press and in magazines of JACK RULY, the 
man v/ith whom he talked concerning the letter of introduction 
to CASTRO resembles RUBY. The man gave the impression of 
being or trying to be a "big shot", and his manner and attitude 
was rather haughty. While his recollection of this man is 
somev;hat hazy at this time, he vividly recalls the man had 
a small patch on his nose. MC KEOWi'I recalled he had asked 
the fellow what the patch was for, and he v/as advised that 
he had attempted to take out a blackhead and a small 
infection developed. To the best of his recollection, this 
man v;as probably 45 to 50 years of age, 5' 8" to 5‘ 10" in 
height, 200 pounds, stocky build, well dressed, Ke recalled 
the man had a tie clasp which matched his cuff links. He 
had no idea how the fellov; traveled to the J and M Drive-In, 
and he never ascertained the man's name. MC KEOWN advised 
that he feels strongly that this individual v/as in fact JACK 
RUBY, the man whose photograph he has seen many times recently 
in the press, 

MC KEOWJ commented that because of the publicity 
accorded him in connection v/ith his gun smuggling 
activities, he v;as literally besieged with requests for favors, 
requests for interceding with CASTRO, et cetera, following 
CASTRO'S successful effort in Cuba. He stated his inability 
to leave the United States during his probationary period 
prevented him from fulfilling some of these requests vjhlch would 
have provided fabulous fees. 
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' ; Tills fellow knocked on the door. As I opened the 

2 I door he says, well, golly, I finally found you. You are 

2 \ McKeown, are you not? And I said yes, 

- 1 And he said well, I have looked for you quite awhile 

5 i but I ajn sure that you are McKeown. 

6 ij So r invited him in. He had another gentleman with 

I 

7 him and he was more or less in his shirtsleeves, you know, 

3 ; he was not dressed up or anything, but the other fellow was 
^ I dressed up, 

I He says, I understand that you can supply any amount of 

!■ I arms, 

12 i I said, who told you that? 

13 ; He says, well, I am pretty sure that you can do it, 

l-i I He says, we are thinking about having a revolution. in El 

15 ; Salvador — that is where he said. 



I said, El Salvador? He said yes.. 


1“ j r said, well, I want to tell you right now here that I 

IS 1 am on probation and I said I eun not about to get mixed up in 
15 1 no damned arms of any kind, not anymore. I said I aja in 
20 I enough trouble as^ it is, 

’ So r told him^ I would not give him nothing. 


I So he kept on talking, you know, and said that I could 

j make all of this money and everything and I said well, I was 
I not interested in money, I am married now, I ok\ working, I 

T' i 

I am trying to do right and T do not want to get mixed up in 
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17 


13 


20 

21 


anything like that. 

I vfas trying to get him out ot the house/ you know what 
I mean, because I did not want my wife because she did 
not know all of this, r guess that soxinds fantastic. She 

did not know that I was mixed lap in all of this mess, I was 

trying to get him the hell out of the house. But he intro- 

i 

duced me to this fellow he was with, but he did not say j 

hardly anything, just acknowledge us, recognized. j 

I finally got than out of the house, so they went to ! 

the car and I closed the door, went back in and I said, I 

told Sam, I said, ain't that a hell of a mess? 

And he says, Mac, don't mess with them, I says I 2un 
not going to mesa with them. 

So he came back amd knocked at the door again. As a 
matter of fact, when he first came to the door, he told me 
was Lee Oswald, He did not say Lee Harvey Oswald, he said 
I'm Lee Oswald, and he said, I finally found you, 

I finally got them out of the house and they went. It 

was a big house fight on the water and they had their car j 

i 

parked out there. The last time I looked at them they were j 
almost to the car, so I went in the house and closed the door 
and they came back and knocked on the door, just him, and I ; 
stepped out then, 

I went outside of the house and he told me, he said, 

Mac, would you do me a favor? And it will not involve you in 


44-105 0 - 79-42 
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any way, H.e says I can give you $10,0 00 if you can get me 
four rifles. He says h.e would prefer 300 Savage automatics 
with a telescope sight, and I kind of thought a little bit, 
you know? And I said, what do you want with four rifles. 

You can*t do nothing with a levolution with four rifles. 

So he s^s, well, if you get them for me, I would sure 
appreciate it. He says, I will give you $10,000 if you can 
get those four rifles. 

So I thought about it, you know, I said no, no way 
I said, just like I told you, I cun not getting involved in no 
kind of arms. Hell, if you want five rifles, you can go down 
to Sears Roebuck and buy them. You can get rifles in any 
hardwcire store. That is what I told them. Why do you have 
to come to me to get them? 

So he kind of got a little peeved. He seemed like a 
smart guy, smart aleck. That is my opinion, 

I 

So I told him there was no reason for you and me talkingj 
anymore, I am not going to fool with any arms whatsoever, 
none whatsoever. 

I went back into the house. That is all there was to 

it. 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. McKeown, did Mr, Oswald introduce you 
to the person, he was with? 

Mr, McKeown, Yes. 

Mr. Purdy. What did he say his name was? 
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1 Ij Mr, McKeown, Hernandez, 

Mr, Purdy, Xs that the only n 2 Une he said? 

Mr. McKeown, Hernandez, 

Mr. Purdy. Did Mr. Hernandez speaJc English? 

Mr. McKeown. He did not speaJc much of anything. He 
just said he waa glad to know me and had heard a lot about 
me, I said that is all in the past, 

Vfell^ he, as a matter of fact, he did not hardly open 

9 j his mouth after that, 

10 I Mr. Purdy. Could you please describe the person whom 

!l I you said identified himself as Lee Harvey Oswaid? 

12 I Mr. McKeown, Yes. 

13 j He was about your size, maybe a little smaller, and he 

M I was in shirtsleeves. He did not have a coat on. Kind of 

11 ; light complected. He was just an ordinary looking guy. He 
1« II was not big, he was not what you would call small, just 

about your height, I guess, or maybe a little shorter. 

Mr, Purdy, Was he light or dark, complexioned? 

Mr. McKeown, He was kind of light. He looked like 

he had been in the sun a little bit, kind of light, kind of 

like your color, a little bit, 

Mr, Ptirdy.v, Approximately what height would you say that 

|j he was? i 

; Mr. McKeown, I imagine that he was maybe five foot six,! 

I you know? I really do not know how tall he was. He was just 

.1 

i! 
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an ordinary fellow, j 

I 

Mr, Purdy, Vfas he taller or shorter than Mr, Hernandez?| 
Mr. McKeown, Hernandez was taller. | 

Mr. Purdy. Approximately how tall was i-lr. Hernandez? j 
Mr. 'McKeown, My height. ! 

Mr. Purdy, How tall are you? 

Mr. McKeown. Five eleven, 

Mr, Purdy, Could you describe Mr. Hernandez? j 

Mr, McICeown. Yes, he was Latin. 1 

Mr, Purdy. I am sorry, I cannot hear you, 1 

Mr. McICeown. He was dark complected, ; but not real dark,| 

You could tell that he was a foreigner, j 

Mr. Purdy, Can you describe the clothes he was wearing?! 

I 

Mr. McICeown, He had a blue suit on, well-dressed. 

Mr. Purdy, Did he have any identifying scars? 

Mr. McKeown. 1 did not notice, 

Mr, Purdy, Did either mam wear a hat? 

Mr. McKeown. No, neither one, 

Mr, Purdy, Did eitbr one have a characteristic walk? 

Mr. McKeown, Well, I did not notice, 

Mr, Purdy, Did Mr. Oswald speak with any kind of an 


accent? 


i| 

j H Mr, McKeown, No, 

j Mr. Purdy, Was this man the same man whom you said was 

'] 

" lin a Cuban prison? You stated earlier that you knew of a 
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Mr, Hernandez who was in a Cuban prison. Was this the same 
man? 

Mr, McKeown, No, 

Mr. Piirdy, How do you know it was a different man? 

Mr. McKTeowiv, Because I knew the man. The mam who was 
in prison was from Costa Rica, He was not a Cuban, 

Mr, Purdy, What was his first name? 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know, I know, but I forget, 

Mr. Purdy, You testified that the man offered you 
$1Q,QQCL for four rifles, is that correct? 

Mr . McKeown . Yes , 

Mr, Purdy, Did you appear on a CBS special in 1975? 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you state publicly at that time that 
the man who identified himself as Mr, Oswald said that he 
I would pay you $1,000 per rifle? 

I Mr, McKeown. No, I told Dan Rather that he offered 

me $10,000, 

I Mr . Purdy, Does it refresh your recollection to know 

j that you said the man told you, "Now we will be able to pay 
! you $1,000 each. That would be $4,0QQ you could pick up 
; right quick," 

' Mr, McKeown, Well, he did say something about well, you 

lean pick up this money right quick, .Re en^hasized that he 
;|had it in his pocket. I did not see it. 
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Mr, Purdy, Is it your present recolleciton that you 
were offered $10,000 for four rifles? 

Mr, McKeown. That is what he told me. 

Mr* Purdy, Therefore, you were mistaken if you said 
on the CBS Special that it was $1,000 for each rifle. Is 
that correct? 

Mr, McKeown. I do not recall telling him it was 

$ 1 , 000 , 

You see, we were down at this house where X used to 
live. This lady and I were divorced, I did not want to go 
down there, but Dan Rather — ^ we went down there. As luck 
would have it, she was not home. 

That is where it took place, more or less on the patio 
in front of the house, I showed him right where the men came 
and where his car was parked and everything, 

Mr. Purdy, If you did say it was $4,000, you were 
mist 2 ken? 

Mr, McKeown, I was mistaken, if I told him $4,0QQ, 
he said why did you not take that, you could get those guns 
for $2QQ or $30.0. 

I said, hell, I did not want to get involved with no 
guns, I was on probation. And I said, I just did not want 
to get those guns for them, Ijet them get them themselves, 

Mr, Purdy, Did Mr, Oswald indicate from what source 
he intended to get the money to pay you? 
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Mr, McKeovm. No, He emphasized that he had it in his 
pocket, but I did not see it, 

Mr, Purdy, Did Mr, Oswald indicate to you that he was 
working for somebody else? 

Mr . McKeown. No, 

Mr, Purdy. Did he indicate that he was working with 
a particular group in the attempt to work with a revolution 
in Salvador? 

Mr. McKeown. He emphasized that he was trying to get 
tbese arms to have a revolution in Sem Salvador, 

Mr. Purdy. Did he say he was working with emybody else 
in that effort besides Mr, Hernandez? 

Mr, McKeown, He did not say but I prestuned he was. He 
could not do it by himself. 

I Mr. Purdy, Did Mr. Oswald indicate that he had been 

i to Salvador? 

i Mr. McKeown,. No. He just said that he was going to 

' start a revolution in Salvador. I presumed that he had been 
I there. I do not know. He did not say. 

1 Mr. Purdy. Did he say why he wanted to cause a revolu- 

' tion in Salvador? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, he did say that. He said it was 
such a small country that it would be easy to do, I think 
;j he was just a bunch of baloney. He did not impress me very 
i well. 
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Mr, Piirdy, Mr. McKeown, could you be i little more 

i 

specific as to when this visit by Mr. Oswald and Mr. Hernandezj 

j 

occurred? Earlier today you said it occurred a few weeks 
before the assassination. Is that your present recollection? 
Mr. McKeown. Who did I say that to? 

Mr. Purdy, On the CBS Special you said that. 

Mr. McKeown. Well, I knew that my wife was a school 
teacher, you see, and it was on a Saturday morning. I know 
that because she was home. And I believe it was around 
October, the latter part of September or the early part of 
October. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you recall being visited by Messers. 
Hombeck and Fonzi on February 14th of this year? 

Mr, McKeown, When they came to my house? 

Mr, Purdy. Yes, 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, 

Mr, Purdy, Did you tell them at that time that the 
visit by Mr. Oswald occurred in September or August of *63? 

Mr. McKeown, I might have. You see, school started 
down there in September so that it must have been the latter 
part of September or the early part of October. Maybe it 
was August, but it could not have been that because she was 
teaching school and she was home on Saturday mornings and 
Seun Neal, he was an electrician and he was off on Saturdays 
so it was bound to have been Saturday morning. 
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Mr. Purdy, Were there any events that occurred apart 
from this meeting that helped you fix the time or day when 
this meeting occurred? 

Mr. McKeown. When he came to ray house? 

Mr. Purdy. Yes. 

Mr, McKeown. I can tell you this, that I know it was 
in the morning because we were sitting there and Sam was 
staying with me. This was a tremendous big house. His wife 
was getting a divorce 2 md I told him to come stay with me 
until they got it straightened out and he was living there. 
We were sitting there drinking coffee. 

Mr. Purdy. Did the visit occur after Labor Day? 

Mr. McKeown, After Labor Day? 

Mr. Purdy, Yes, early September. 

Mr. McKeown. I think school started on September 16^ 
I know it was after school started. Hell, it was bound to 
be the latter part of September or the early part of October 

Mr. Purdy. Do you recall approximately the ages of 
Mr, 0aw2ULd and Mr, Hernandez? How old would you say they 
were? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, you know, just like you. I presume 
that you might be about 38, 39, I figiared he was about that 
seune age. You know, he was in late 30 ’s or early 40 's or 
in between there somewhere. X do not know how old he was. 

Mr. Purdy, Approximately how old was Mr. Oswald? 
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Mr, McKeown. That is who I am talking about. 

Mr. Purdy. Approximately how old was Mr. Hernandez? 

Mr .McKeown, I imagine he was in his 40 *s. He was a 
distinguished looking gentleman. 

Mr. Purdy, Did he appear older th 2 m Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown, A little hit. You could say he was 
well-shaven, you know, clean-shaven. You could tell that he 

had a heavy beard. ! 

! 

Mr. Purdy. Did Mr. Oswald defer to Mr. Hernandez in anyj 

i 

way? 

Mr. McKeown. No, he just introduced him to me, 1 

I 

Mr, Purdy, Did Mr, Hernandez introduce you as Carlos ! 
or Victor Hernandez? 

Mr. McKeown. I think it was Victor, yes, but I am not 

sure. 

Mr. Purdy. Was the man named Hernandez the man in the 
Cuban prison Carlos or Victor? 

Mr, McKeown. It could have been. 

Mr, Purdy, You say it could have been? 

Mr, McKeown. It could have been Carlos. He was not 
a Cuban; he was a Costa Ricem. 

Mr, Purdy. You said before that you knew the man in 
prison so you believe you knew Carlos Hemamdez. 

Mr. McKeown. It was not the same person. 

Mr, Purdy. Have you ever seen Mr. Hemamdez and Mr. 
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Oswald prior to this meeting? 

Mr , McKeown . No , 

Mr. Purdy. Did you ever seen them again after the 
meeting? 

Mr. McKeown. No. I have seen them on television. 

Mr. Purdy. When did you first mention this visit to 
euiyone after the assassination? 

Mr. McKeown. You mean after the assassination? 

Mr. Purdy. Yes. 

Mr. McKeown. Well, you mean who I told that he had 
been there? 

Mr. Purdy. Yes. 

Mr. McKeown. I said, that’s the dirty little bastard 
who was at my house. 

Mr. Purcfy. Who did you tell? 

Mr. McKeown. I guess Sam Neal. You see, he was down 
at this place and he called me on the phone and he told me, 
he was watching the TV, too, and he calls me and he says 
Mac, are you watching the TV and I said yes. He said, that’s 
the bastard who was at your house that got killed, that Ruby 

I 

killed. : 

I S2d.d, I know. Now, ain*t that something? That is ! 
what I said. How about that. ! 

So I presumed that Sam told a lot of people and I told a 
few people. I said, that is the dirty little bastard who came 
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to see me that is supposed to have killed Kennedy, 

T I 

Mr. Purdy. Who else did you tell? 

i 

1 i 

' ! Mr. McKeown. My God, man, I do not know who all I 

; told, I told a few people. I was scared because I was on 
" ^ probation amd I did not want to let people know I was 
^ I implicated, knowing a person like that, 

^ ■ Mr. Purdy. You said you told quite a few people. Can 

” : you name one or two that you told? 

1 Mr. McKeovn. I told ray wife. Of course, she found it 

1 outf and I told people that I was working with. I told my 
J brother, 

[ Mr. Purdy. What is your brother’s neune? 

! Mr, McKeown, Ira. He is dead now. Three niggers 

i| killed him. 

il 




Mr, Purdy.. Can you tell us the names of anyone your 
worked with whom you told about this visit? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. I told — I used to go out in the 
oil fields. I sold out in the oil fields. I travelled the 
oil fields and I knew all of the tool pushers and things like 
that, and I told — you see, I cannot remember names — one 
big oil man there, I told him about it. He is a real big 


J 

I 


j oil man. I cannot think of his name. I told him about it and 
;| I told a couple of his henchmen. 

I You know, I told a few people. 

;! Mr. Purdy. Do you remember the name of any of the tool 
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pushers you told about this visit? 

Mr, McKeovm, No, I do not remember the names. If I 
see them I would knew that that was them. It has been a long 
time ago , 

Mr, Purdy, Do you still have contact vrith any of 

theim? 

Mr, McKeown, No, I do not, I am living in Mi 2 utii, 
now, I have lived in Miami since 1966, 

Mr. Pur<^, Do you know anyone who would remember who 
the big oil man was whom you told about this visit? 

Mr, McKeown. I used to know him, 

Mr. Purdy, Is yovir wife still living? 

Mr, McKeowii, Which one? 

Mr. Purefy. The one whom you told about this visit? 

Mr, McKeown. Pauline, the schoolteachar? 

Mr. Purdy, Yes. 

Mr. McKeown, Yes. 

Mr, Purdy, Is there any other living person whose name 
you could give us that you told ed>out this, visit? 

Mr, McKeown, Sam Neal, He was there when he came. 

Mr. Purdy. Anybody besides Sam Neal, 

Mr. McKeown. I told ny brother and I told my sister. 
Mr. Purdy, What is your sister’s name? 

Mr. McKeown. Laveme, 

Mr. Purdy, Do you have more than one brother? 
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Mr, McKeown, Yes. One of them is dead em.d the other 
one is living, ITe lives in Hoxiston, 

Mr, Purdy, What is his name? 

Mr. McKeown. Harry. 

Mr, Purdy. You told him about the visit? 

Mr. McReown. Yes. 


3 

9 


,0 

•! 
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20 
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Mr. Purdy. When Mr. Neal called you and told you that | 

1 

Mr. Oswald was the man who visited your house, had you already] 
recognized that fact before he called you? | 

Mr. McKeown, Yes, I had seen it, and then he called 
me. Well, as a matter of fact, it was still on the TV and I | 
said yeah, Sam, that is the little bastard who was here. ' 

Mr, Purdy. Did you mention the visit of Mr, Oswald | 

i 

2 Uid Mer. Hemamdez to anyone before the assassination? { 

t 

Mr. McKeown. No, I did not pay any attention to it. | 
If I had known it, I would have notified somebody. It would ■ 
be like you coming to see me. I did not think auiything about . 
it. They were just a couple of radicals, 

Mr. Purdy. After the assassination of the President, you 
said that you recognized the alleged assassin as a person who | 
had come to your house trying to buy four rifles and after 


:: I the shooting of that person, Mr. Oswald, you said that you 

:: I recognized the person who killed them as a person who tried 

;| 

2i I to make contact with Fidel Castro, Is that correct? 


Mr . McKeown . Yes 
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Mr. Purdy, Did you consider going to the authorities 
with this information? 

Mr, McKeown, I think that I went to them. 


Mr. Purdy, What authority did you go to? 

Mr. McKeown. I think it was up in the Federal Building 
up in Houston, I went to my probatiion officer — I was 
still on probation. What is that fellow's narie? I cannot 
remen^er names. He used to be a professional baseball player, 
played with the St, Louis Cardinals, and he was the head of 
the probation in Houston. Fieilds worked under him. And 
then he transferred me over. He was a well-known ballplayer. 

I told Gua Mantuao -- you know, you have heard of him. 

He was a ballplayer. And I told FranJcie. He is a City 
Councilman in Houston, Texas no%r and I told Lawrence Mancuso. 

Mr. Purdy. How long after the assassination did you 
tell your probation officer eibout your knowing Jack Ruby and 
Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown, How long after the 2issas6ination7 

Mr. Purdy. Yes, 

Mr, McKeown. I do not know. I think Fields came down 
and I told him, that ia the guy who came to see me over there 
at that place, I had sold that place then. And he says, are 
you sure that ia the guy? I said, I know it. I am positive 
that that was the fellow who ceuoe to see me. 


Mr, Purdy, You told the probation officer that you 



knew Jack Ruby and Lee Osw 2 Lld? 

Mr, McKeown, I did not know Lee Oswald, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you tell him that you had met both 
people? 

Mr. McKeown. I think so. I think I told him that he 
is the one that had come to see me. 

Mr. Purdy. Is that a short time after the assassina- 
tion that you told him? 

Mr, McKeown. I think so. 

Mr, Purdy. You were interviewed by the FBI January 
28, 1964. The assassination was November 22, 1963. Did you 
tell these individuals that you had met Mr. Ruby and Mr, 

Oswald prior to your interview with the FBI on January 28, 
1964? 

Mr .McKeown. I told them about Ruby. I did not tell 
them a thing eibout Oswald. 

Mr. Purdy. I am not talking about the FBI, I am talking 
about these other people. You just testified that you told 
them about Mr. Oswald and Mr. R-uby, 

Did you tell these other people about them prior to 
your meeting with, the FBI? 

Mr, McKeown. No, You mean, did I tell anybody that I 
had met Oswald before the assassination? 

Mr. Purdy, You' testified that, following the assassina- 
I tion, you told a number of individuals that you had met Mr. 
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I Oswald and Mr. Ruby. 

^ I Mr. McKeown. I told them that that was the man who 

^ ! came to see me about buying the guns, yes. 

" i Mr. Purdy. Did you tell these people this information 

; prior to the time that you had your FBI interview? 

Mr. McKeown. The FBI came out to the office where I 

^ was working right after the assassination. I do not know j 

^ i whether it was one day, two days or three days. I do not knowL 
9 ( 

I know they cenne but. 


Mr. Purdy. Do you remember who it was? 

Mr. McKeown. No. 

Mr. P\irdy. Was it Mr. Foltz? 

Mr. McKeown. It could have been. That sounds familiar. 
He was a very nice roan* I )mow he treated jne awfully nice 
and I went up to his office, up,’ in the Feder^a building. I ' 
stayed up there a long time* 


Mr. Purdy. Do you recall meeting with him January 28, 


\ Mr. McKeown. In his office. 

j Mr. Purdy. That was some time after the assassination. 

Mr. McKeown. I think* so, yea, 

Mr. Purdy, You just stated that you were in cont 2 ict with 
:j the FBI a short time after the assassination, possibly a 
I coi^le of days. 


Mr. McKeown. I am going to tell you I was in contact 
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when they contacted me. When did they contact me? 

Mr. Purdy. They contacted you Januetry 28, 1964. 

Mr. McKeown. They came to the office, they Ccime where 
I was worJdLng and they showed roe their credentials and 
they said they would like to talk to me. 

Mr. Purdy. Prior to the time that you talked to the 
FBI agents, did you tell some of these other people that you 
had met 14r, Ruby*. and Mr. Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown. After the assassination, yes. After I 
had seen him on TV. 

Mr. Purdy, But before the FBI interview? 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, I imagine, I told them right after- | 
wards. When Oswald was killed, naturally I told a few people 
that that was the guy who came to see me. By any means I 
was not proud of it, but you know what I mean. You know how | 
things like that are, hell, you wemt to tell somebody, that’s 
the dirty* little bastard who came to see me, 

Mr, Purdy. During the FBI interview, were you asked 
about Lee Harvey Oswed.d? 

Mr. McKeown. No. That is what I could never under- 
stand. Mostly he was tailking to roe about Ruby, If he said 
somet2iing 2 Uaout Oswald, I do not recall. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you tell him about Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown. No, not as X recall. 

Mr. Purdy, Did heu ask you about Oswald one way or the 
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1 I other? 

ii 

2 'I Mr. McKeown. Not as I recall. Most of it was aJjout 


3 ; Ruby. 

!! 

i \ Mr, Purdy. You stated earlier today that you told the 

5 i truth to the FBI, is that correct? 

6 i Mr. McKeown. I told the truth? 

7 ' Mr. Purdy. Yes. 

3 ' Mr, McKeowji. Yes, I told the truth. I am telling the 


to ; 

T J 

‘1 i 

13 ;i 
U ! 
i5 : 


truth now. 

Mr. Purdy. Did you tell FBI Agent Foltz on January 
2 8, 1964, that to your knowledge you had never seen or met 
Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr, McKeown. Before he cane to my door? 

Mr. Purdy. Ever, At the tine of the interview in 
January, 1964, did you tell the FBI agent that you had never. 


16 

17 


18 


15 
20 
3 1 






j at any time, seen or met Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr, McKeown. No. They did not ask me. 

! Mr. Purdy. Does it refresh your recollection to know 

1 that the FBI agent reported that you told him that, to your 
! knowledge, you had never seen or met Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr, McKeown. Well, 1 do not know whether I did or not, 

, to he frank with you. I was scared to death because I was 
; on probation and I was afraid that if I let people know that 
: I was involved with something like that they might revoke my 

i probation, because one time X was down here in Miami and I was 

.! 
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; innocent. I vras up at the top of the Columbus Hotel having 
■ i dinner and I was not supposed to associate with anybody, 

no Cubans. Well Prio, Manola, two or three others, and you 
^ know, we talked a little bit. The next day the probation 
I officer was at ray door and he pointed his finger at me, 

^ ] you know. 

I told them that they just happened to be there when 
I came in, I made it my business not to fool with them 
anymo re . 

Mr. Purdy. Do you remember the naime of the probation 
] officer? 

Mr, McKeown. The one in Miami? 

Mr. Purdy,- The one you were speaking about, 

Mr. McKeown, Robinson. 

t < 

:! Mr. Purdy, Do you remember his first name? 

j Mr, McKeown. No. I know his name was Robinson, He 

! helped me a lot, 

Mr. Purdy, It is your present recollection that you 
denied knowing Oswald to the FBI, is that correct? 

Mr. McKeown. I cannot recall whether I did or not, I 
am almost sure, if he had asked me, I would have told him he 
j was the one who came to see me, 

:i Mr. Purdy. Mr. McKeown, if you denied to the FBI that 

! you knew Oswald, is that incorrect? 

Mr. McKeown. It could be. I might have been wrong at 


19 I 

20 I 
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that time* You have got to take thJLs in consideration that 
I was pretty damn scared at that time. I 2 uu pretty nervous 
right now. 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. McKeown, you were sentenced October 
24, 1958, Is that correct? This was the sentence that 
followed up your arrest on February 25, 1958 that we referred 
7 I to earlier. 

3 : The records indicate that you were sentenced on October 

9 ! 24,. 1958, is that correct? 

10 j Mr. McKeown. I do notl recall the date, but I know the j 

M ,! sentence. 

’.2 i Mr. Purdy, At that time, you were sentenced to a two- 

13 I year suspended sentence and five years probation, is. that 
]d I correct? 

15 ; Mr. McKeown, Right, 

la I Mr. Purdy. When did that five years probation begin? 

17 I Did it begin the day you were sentenced? 

‘S ! Mr, McKeown. I do not know. I know I spent some time 

i in jail. They gave me 90 days in jail, O^dge Ingraham, ^uld 
I I think it waS' 59 days or maybe 60 days, he let me out on 
account that it was Christmas. 

-- Mr. Purdy. Is it your present recollection — - 

! Mr. McKeown. Then I know I was on probation. Whether 

■i 

j my probation was the day he sentenced me or the day I got out 

■7S ’I 

: of jail, I do not remember. 
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Mr. Purdy. It was not later than the day that you got ' 

I I 

I out of jail that the probation began, is that correct? j 

I i 

I Mr. Appel. I must object, I do not thhk this is relevanjt 

to the task of the Committee , I 

I i 

j Mr. Dodd. Let us suspend for. one minute. ! 

1 CPause) j 

I The Chair would advise counsel that the line of questionj- 

ing is designed to establish the credibility of the witness 
j in regard to certain statements. Therefore, I am going to | 

overrule the objection of counsel, I am going to instruct | 

I the witness to respond to the question of counsel, ; 

j 

j Mr. Purdy. Mr, McKeown, our records indicate that you j 

:i * . . i 

ii were convicted on October 24, 195 8 and sentenced to 50 days j 

j| ■ j 

s' and a $5 00 fine on one count and to a two-year suspended | 

! 

I sentence and five years probation on a second count, j 

! j 

Is that correct? | 

j Mr. McKeown. I am sure it is. | 

j Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeown — | 

I i 

j Mr. McKeown. Let me eir^h 2 tsize something else here now, j 

i since you are getting into the jail business. That is the 1 

I I 

i first time that I was ever in trouble and I got into that 

,1 ■ . 

:| 

j innocently and all I was trying to do is get my business hack 
:| and I want you to know that. 

I Mr. Purdy. Thank you. 

.1 

I Mr. McKeown, when did your probation end? 
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17 
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20 


21 


23 


2i 
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Mr.MciOeown. Five years after it st£u:ted, I do not 
know the exact date/ but I was sure glad to get off of if, 

Mr, Purdy, Did your probation end December 11, 1963? 

Mr, McKeown. It could have been. I know I asked him 
I said, don’t you give me something, some kind of a letter 
or something that I am off of this probation? He said no, 
he said you just don’t have to report no more. 

Mr. Purdy, Therefore, Mr. McKeown, if your probation 
ended December 11, 1963, vrtiy were you hesitzuit to discuss 
your meeting with Mr. Oswald on Jzuiu6ary 28, 1964, which was 
over a month after your probation had ended? 

You stated eiurlier that you were afraid to tell about 
Mr. Oswald because of yo\ir probation? 

Mr. McKeown, I was presuming I was still on probation. 
I was convicted -- have you got it down there when I was 
convicted? Was it in 1959, or when was it? 

Mr. Purdy, It was October 24, 1958, 

Mr. McKeown. I know when I weis living in that house I 
was on probation. I know that, because I had to make out a 
report every month 2 Uid I know that Mr. Fields came down to 
my house. 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. McKeown, the records indicate that you 
were not on probation when you were interviewed bji the Fai 
on January 28, 19.64.. Why did you not tell the FBI at that 
time that you had met Mr. Oswald? 
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Mr. McKeovni, Well, the only thing I can say ie tlie 
reason because X did not tell him is because he did not as3c | 
me. As a matter of fact, I cannot recall and this gentle- | 

I 

I 

man that I vent to see, this FBI mein, the only thing that I j 
can remember is we discussed the whole thing ->abbut Ruby. ' 
how he called me, how the Sheriff came and got me and asked j 
me if he could call me and all of that, he weis more or | 

less interested in Ruby, Why he came to see me, that is the 
only thing, 

Mr. Purdy, The FBI report indicates that you denied 
to the FBI agent that you knew Mr, Oswald, 

Mr . •'McKeown, Well, I did not know him. 

Mr. Purdy, Well, the FBI report indicates that you 
had never seen or met Mr. Oswald, 

Mr. McKeown, Well, if I told him that, I sure made a 
mist 2 ike. Because Kennedy was assassinated before that, was 
he not? 

Mr. Purdy, Yes, 

I 

Mr, McKeown. I was bound to see Oswald when he came | 
to ray door, | 

i 

Mr, Purdy, If you denied having seen or met Mr. Oswald i 
it was not true? j 

Mr. McKeown, It must not have been, if I told him that,! 
but I cannot recall telling him that,^ to he frank with you. 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeown, can you think of any reason why! 
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1 I you would have, denied having seen or met Mr. Oswald at that j 
: j time? I 

3 j Mr. McKeown. No. As a matter of fact, I was all for 

i I 

- I trying to clear it up, trying to see if ho really did kill 

5 j Kennedy, which X do not think he did. 

6 j Mr. Purdy. Do you have knowledge of, or did you parti- 

7 cipate, in any other meetings which involved Mr. Oswald? 

3 i Mr. McKeown. No, just the time that he came to my 

^ { house . 

10 i Mr. Purdy. Have you had contacts with anyone who has 

!l ! had meetings with Mr. Oswzild? 

12 j Mr. McKeown. No, 

13 ' Mr. Purdy. Did you know, or have you heard, of Mr. 

14 David Ferrie? 

15 ! Mr. McKeown. I have heard of him, yea. 

lo !| Mr. mirdy. How did you hear of him? 



I do not know, I know I have heard of 


You know you have heard of him but you do 


I think he was a homosexual and he was 


ij living in New Orleans and somehow or another this Garrison 
! who was investigating him or something, and he asked me if I 
; knew him. That is the only thing I know, I did not know — 
:i what the hell. I did not know him. 
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Wr. Purdy, You do not know euiyone who knew him? 

Mr, McKeovm, No, I do not know emybody who knew him, 
Mr. Purdy, Did you know of Mr, Guy Bannister? 

Mr, McKeown, I have heard of him, but I did not know 

him, 

Mr. Purdy. . Did you know anybody who knew him? 

Mr, McKeown, No. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know, or know of, Mr. Clay Shaw? 

Mr, McKeown. X have heard of him, 

Mr. Purdy. Did you know anyone vrfio knew him? 

Mr. McKeown, Garrison. 

Mr, Purdy. Did you know Mr. Sergio Acodho Smith? 

Mr , McKeown • No . 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know of him? 

Mr, McKeown, Never heard of him, 

Mr. Purdy. Did you know Mr. George deMohrenshield? 

Mr, McKeown. He is the fellow who died in Mi£uai a 
while back, is he not? 

Mr . Purdy , Yes . 

Mr. McKeown, I have heard of him, 

Mr. Purdy, How did you hear of him? 

Mr. McKeovm. Through the newspapers, 

Mr. Purdy. Did you know anyone who knew him? 

Mr . McKeown . No , 

Mr. Purdy, Mr, McKeown, have you had any contacts with 
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the Central Intelligence Agency or any other intelligence 
service, either domestic or foreign? 

Mr. McKeown. I do not quite understand what you mean. 

Mr. Purdy. Have you had emy direct connections with 
the Central Intelligence Agency? 

Mr. McKeown. Not knowingly, no. 

Mr, Purdy, Have you had emy connections which you late 
found out had been with the Central Intelligence Agency? 

Mr .McKeown. That have been with it ^uld are not there 


Mr. Purdy. Yea. 

Mr, McKeown. Yes. I later found out^ but I did not 
know I did not have no dealings with them whatsoever. 

Mr. Purdy, Can you eacplain the nature of those 
contacts? 

Mr. McKeown. I just met him and he told me that he 
used to be with CIA. 

Mr. Purdy. Who was it? 

Mr. McKeown. This gentleman knows him, right back here. 

Mr. Purdy, Do you recall the name? 

Mr. McKeown, His name is Boss Crosier. 

Mr, Purdy. What were the nature of your contacts with 


Mr. McKeown, He was a friend, not what you would call 
an Intimate friend, I just met him. Nell, X met him at a 
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club. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you have any knowledge of any of his 
activities? 

Mr.McKeown. Yes. The only thing what he told me, he 
recoghized 'me^ , I' did not know him from Adam, and he 
commenced telling me about Castro, he was over there in the 
mountains with Castro. 

So he says. Whether he was, I do not know. The only 
thing I am telling you is what he told me* He said that 
Castro had it in for him pretty well and he did not want to i 
go to Cuba. 

Whether he was with CIA, I do not know. He told me 
he was. 

Mr. Purdy. He told you that he was at the time you 
met him or later? 

Mr. McKeown. Maybe a day or two later. 

Mr. Purdy. Did you have any contacts with any other 
foreign or domestic intelligence agencies? 

Mr.McKeown. Not as I know of. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you know anybody who has? 

Mr. McKeown. No. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you know if Mr. Prio had any direct or 
indirect contacts with the Central Intelligence Agency? 

Mr. McKeown. No. 

Mr. Purdy. Mr. Chearman, I believe that it would be 
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appropriate at this time for members of the Committee to ask 
any questions that they wish pertaning to Mr. McKeown*s 
connections with Mr. Oswald? 

Mr. Dodd. Mr, Sawyer? 

Mr, Sawyer. Yes, I just have one or two concerning 
these four rifles. The .300 Savage scope rifles. 

Why would ainyone want to buy rifles through some under- 
ground source, let us say, as opposed to just going to a 
store aind buying them? 

Mr. McKeown. Like I told the gentleman there, I do not 
know. Like I told him, hell, you can go down to Sears and 
get them kind of rifles . 

I do not know why he came to me. 

Mr. Sawyer. What did he say when you said that? 

Mr. McKeown. He said yes, but we want to get them 
through you. And I said, you are not going to get them 
through me, I did not want emymore part of any kind of 
rifles. I would not be caught with a rifle. 

Mr, Sawyer. Rifles are not required to be registered 
in Texas, are they? 

Mr. McKeown. They sxire are. Rifles. I take that 
back. Guns. 

Mr. Sawyer. X know in a number of states handguns are 
required to be registered. I do not know if any state 
requires the registration of rifles. 
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Mr, McKeovn, To be frank with you, I think you can 
just go down to the hardware store and buy a deer rifle, 
shotgun, whatever. Maybe the law has changed, I used to 
buy them, you know, to go hunting. 

Mr, Sawyer, I think you have to be a resident of the 
state now, really, since the Oswald situation, but that was 
not the law then. 

Mr. McKeown. The law, I know^to be a fact, if you go 
and buy a handgun, you have got to go to get a permit from 
a Judge and you have to take that permit back to this place 
where you are going to buy this gun and let them see it. 

Mr. Sawyer. The thing that is puzzling me still is 
why someone would be willing to pay $1,000 for a scope 
rifle when he could buy one at a store at that time for 
probably not more them $300. 

Mr. McKeown. That is exactly what I told him. That 
is what puzzled me, why he would come to me. I do not 
know. I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. Sawyer. He gave no answer when you asked that 
question? 

Mr.'WcKeown. No, He says no, we want to get them 
through you. He says because we know you can get them for 
us • 

I said, you came to the wrong man, I an not going to 


get involved, and thank God I did not get them. 


25 
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Since all of this has come up, boy I eun sure glad I did not 
get thesa. 

Mr. Sawyer, Again, I am fatirly familiar with rifles 
and, at that time, I would imagine that you could get a 
fedrly good quality scope rifle somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of $300 or less with a scope. 

Mr, McKecwn, Sure you could, 

Mr, Sawyer, Without any requirement that you either 
identify yourself or that there be any registration process 
of any kind. 

Mr, McKeown. That was my opinion. 

Mr. Sawyer. It just does not make sense to me . I 
could understand why he might come to you to get some sub- 
machine guns or bazookas or something that are illegal 
weapons , 

Mr. McKeown. That is what he first mentioned Vhen he 
first got there, machine guns and bazookas. 

Mr. Sawyer. That is all I have, Mr, Chainnan. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. McKeown, I would just like to proceed 
with you on what is confusing to me, anyway, in your 
interview with the FBI where you were specifically, as I 
understand it, asked whether you knew or had ever met Lee 
Harvey Oswald, in that interview with the FBI after the 
Kennedy Assassination. 

Could you state once again for the record what your 
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reasons were at that time of telling the FBI that you did 
not know or had ever met Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown, Now, wait a minute. I think the question 
was put to me about Oswald through the FBI, I think he put 
it, ”Are you not a friend of Oswald's," or something of 
that sort, and I said I do not even know Oswald, 

Mr, Dodd, What was your rationale, your reasoning at 
that time, for stating that in fact, with an interview 
with Dan Rather where you are rather explicit? 

Mr. McKeown. The reason I said it was. I was telling 
the truth. I did not know him. Just because he came to my 
door, no reason I should know him. I do not know him from 
Adam, 

Mr. Dodd, Just a minute ago when counsel asked you 
whether you knew several individuals, for instance, Mr. 
deMohrenshield, your answer was only in the newspaper. If 
you had ever met Mr, deMohrenshield, I assume your answer 
would have been different. Is that a fair assessment? 

Mr . McKeo wn . Sure. 

Mr. Dodd. You had actually met Mr. Oswald? 

Mr.. .McKeown. When he came to the door, 

Mr. Dodd. Your statement weis that you did not know 

him. 

Mr, McKeown, I did not know him, I am talking to you 
right now, I do not know you, right? 
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Mr* Dodd, I think you understeuid what I am getting 
at. Now you are being interviewed by the FBI who raises 
the name of an individual who was the alleged assassin of 
the President of the United States and you offer the FBI 
nothing more than a statement that you do not kno»*f him, 
even though you are aware of the fact that this seune 
individual had come to your door four years before, less 
than four years before, and according to your own state- 
ment had proposed to purchase from you weapons specifically 
four Savage rifles, telescopic type rifles, and your state- 
ment to the FBI said you did not know the nan. 

Mr, McKeown. Well, I did not know him, I did not 
know him. The only thing I knew is that he came there, 

Mr. Dodd, How long did that meeting occur? 

Mr. McKeown. When he came to my house? 

Mr. Dodd, When he caune to your house, 

Mr, McKeown. Not over 20 minutes, 15 to 30 minutes, 

Mr. Dodd, Do you recall what he had oh that day? 

Mr. McKeown, He did not have a coat on, I know that, 
but the other gentleman did. He had a tie on, too. 

Mr. Dodd. Oswald had a tie? 

Mr. McKeown. No. 

Mr, Dodd, The other gentleman? 

Mr. McKeown. Xes. 

Mr. Dodd. Did he have a sweater on the color of his 
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^ shirt? 

^ Mr, McKeown, He might have had a sweater on, but I 

^ actually believe he was in his shirtsleeves, 

^ Mr. Dodd. The other man, Mr. Hernandez? 

^ Mr. McKeown, He was dressed, 

^ Mr. Dodd. Coat and tie? 

^ Mr. McKeown. Coat and tie. Very nicely dressed. He 

s 

j was driving the car, 

9 1 

Mr. Dodd. Mri= Hernandez was driving the car? 

IQ i 

I Mr. McKeown, Right. 

I Mr. Dodd, What time of day was it? 

12 ! 

I Mr, McKeown. About 1Q;00 o’clock, in the morning, 

9;3Q, 10:0Q, something like that, 

M 1 

j Mr, Dodd, Let us suspend for just one second. 

: CPausel 


16 1 

j Mr. McKeown, at that meeting that you had with Mr, 

17 

I Oswald emd Mr, Hernandez, to the best of your recollection^. 

18 1 

I was that a situation where both Mr, Hernandez and Mr. Oswald 

19 I 

j were transpiring business, or was Mr. Hemeuidez merely 

20 I 

j someone who was driving in the car along with him and it 

21 1 . 

was Mr. Oswald principally who was doing the business? 

Mr. McKeown, It was Mr, Oswald who was doing all the 



talking, 

Mr. Dodd, Were you under the impression that both of 

♦ 

then were involved in the transaction together? I am asking 
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for your recollection. I realize — 

Mr, McKeown. I presume it was. 

Mr. Dodd. In business together, working together? 

Mr. McKeown. I presumed. I want to tell you something 
else. Maybe you should know this too. 

(Pause) 

I know Mr. Fonzi here. He has treated me awfully nice 
and I know that he did not tell nobodyzdaout me having to 
come up here and I know damn well I did not tell 2 uiybody 
except my daughter — I t^dce that back; I told Ross — that 
about two weeks ago, maybe between 8:00, 9:00 o'clock at 
night, the phone rang and I auiswered the phone and somebody 
on the phone said this is McKeown? I said yes. He says 
when you go to testify at that committee^ just remember 
there was no Latin involved , period, and hung up. 

Now, if that is any good to you — as a matter of fact, 
I would like to see this thing come to a head. I would 
like for you all to catch the bastard who did kill Kennedy 
and if there is emything that I can do to help you, I will. 

Mr, Dodd, Was the accent of the voice on the |ihone a 
Latin accent? 

Mr. McKeown. No, American. But you know, a lot of 
Latins speak pretty good English. 

Mr. Dodd, Let me, for the record, say I said my ques- 
tion to you, rather than the Oswald meeting in '59, was the 
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Riiby meeting, the Oswald meeting, in *63, to clear up the 
record? 

I have no further questions, 

Mr. McKeown. I know the Oswald meeting was before the 
assassination. 

Mr. Dodd. I realize that. That was ray mistake. 

I will direct counsel to proceed with the final ques- 
tioning. 

Mr. Purdy, Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

A follow-up question on the meeting with Mr, Ruby. 

Did Mr. Ruby mention two or three Jewish individuals in 
connection with wcinting the letter of introduction? 

Mr, McKeown, No, 

Mr, Purdy, Did he mention a Mr. Goldberg or a Mr. 

Zarof f . 

Mr. McKeown. Not as I recall. He just mentioned that 

1 

he had contacts with people with money, j 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. McKeown, we are interested in some of 
your dealings — 

Mr, McKeown. Another thing he asked me, have you 

I 

never heard of me? And I said, I do not know you from Adam, j 

i 

I never heard of you, ■ 

Mr, Purdy, Did he say why you would have heard of 

him? 

Mr. McKeown, I do not know. He said he was running a 
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night club in Dallas, He said, have you ever been to Dallas? 
I said yes, I have been to Dallas. He said, did you ever 
go in my club? 

I said, not as I recall, 

Mr, Purdy. Did he say what the name os his club was? 

Mr, McKeown. The Carousel, I believe it was. It was 
a nightclub. 

Mr. Purdy, As I was beginning to say, we are interes- 
ted with some of your dealings with Mr, Castro, I want to 
follow up a reference you made earlier to a mysterious deal 
you were involved with with a man named Mr, Butler whom you 
thought was connected with Ike Eisenhower, Could you 
elaborate on that for us? 

Mr, McKeown. Yes. 

Well, this gentleman came out to my place. Not Mr, 
Butler, somebody else, I do not recall his name, 

Mr, Purdy, Was his name Porter? 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, it damn sure was. Jack Porter. 

Mr. Purdy, Please explain the story, 

Mr, McKeown. Anyway, he told me that it was a very 
mysterious thing. He told me, he says, do you have any 
work clothes like khakis, khaki pants and things? ^ 

I said well, I can get some. What is the occasion? | 

He said we want you to go to the top floor of the Gulf 

j 

Building in Houston. We want to g^t off two floors before 
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you get to the top and walk up and dress like a working 
person. 

So I did, I went and when I got up there, Ike Eisen- 
hower, like the picture there, his picture was all over 
and the American flag was all over and he asked me if I 
knew anybody who was going to be on Ca&txo's Cabinet and 
if I could use my influence to get a quota of sugar, 

I told him I was on probation. I could not go to Cuba, 
And he said well, we can get you to Cuba. 

I said what is it? I think he was a campaign manager 
for Ike Eisenhower or something, I really do not know who 
he was, but I know he was up in some kind of a campaign and 
this fellow Porter was there. 

And that was about all there was to it. He just wamted | 
me to use my influence to get a whole lot of sugar, | 

Mr. Purdy, Was this before or after your well-publicizjd 

encounter with Fidel Castro in the United States in the i 

I 

spring of 1959? j 

Mr. McKeown, This was after I had been arrested, j 

Mr. Purdy, Right. After you were arrested you had a I 
meeting with Fidel Castro when he came to the United States? 
Mr. McKeown. Right. He came to Houston, 

Mr. Purdy, That was after you had been arrested? 

Mr. McKeown, T was on probation, 

Mr. Purdy, When was this incident about the sugar 
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quota? Was it after you met with Castro in the United 
States? 

Mr. McKeovm. I think so, yes. 

Mr, Purdy. Do you remember how much time had passed 
since you had seen Castro? 

Mr, McKeown. Maybe about a week or so, something like 
that. I really do not know. 

Mr. PUrdy. Was it your impression that they came to 
you because of the publicity surrounding your meeting with 
Castro? 

Mr, McKeown. That is exactly what I thought. There 
would be no other reason. 

Mr, Purdy. Did you contact anyone to try to follow 
up this proposed deal? 

Mr. McKeown. No. 

Mr. Purdy, Was it your impression that the meeting with! 

i 

Jack Ruby was before or after your meeting with Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. I think it was after. 

Mr. Purdy. Was it your impression that he had seen the 
publicity ehout your meeting with Castro? 

I 

Mr, McKeown. That is the reason. The only thing I can | 

I 

presume, that is the reason why he C 2 une to me, because of allj 


I the publicity. 


1} Mr, Purdy, About how long after that did he come to see! 

;| ! 

ij you? 
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Mr. McKeown. I do not know. 

Mr. Purdy. Did a lot of people call you after your 
picture was in the paper? 

Mr. McKeown. Oh, Jesus, Oh, iny God, yes. 

Mr. Purdy. You say hundreds? 

Mr. McKeown, I would not say hundreds, I would say 
up in the twenties. Everybody was after ine to do them 
favors, you know. 

Mr. Purdy, A lot of people had different proposals? 

Mr, i>McKeown. Yes, A big bunch of crap, 

Mr. Purdy. Diiring your meeting with Castro he offered 
you a position in C\iba 2md asked you to come to C\iba, is 
that correct? 

Mr. McKeown, Right. 

Mr, Purdy. What contact did you have with Castro after 
that time? 

Mr, McKeown, You mean since he tool: power? 

Mr, Purdy. I mean after you saw Castro in the United 
States, what contact did you have with him? 

Mr . f'WcKeown. One time. 

Mr, Purdy, What was the nature of, and when was that, 
contact? 


23 


24 

25 


i 


:i 

<\ 


Mr, McKeown. Well, some friends of ray brother were 
fishing Euid the Cubans confiscated their boat and brought 
them into Cuba, And my brother came to me and told me that 
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these three guys were real good friends of his 2uid they were 
very innocent, they were not doing anything but just drifted 
off into the waters of Cuba, unbeknownst to them, and they 
were fishing. So he asked me if I could help get them out 
of Cuba, so I did. 

Mr. Purdy, Who did you talk to? 

Mr. McKeown. Castro. 

Mr. Purdy. Who did you talk to before you got through 
to Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. It took me about two days to get through 
to him. 






Mr, Purdy, Do you remember anyone you spoke with? 

Mr, McKeown, No. Operators mostly. 

Mr, Purdy, When was that communication with Castro on 
behalf of your brother? 

Mr, McKeown. It was quite awhile after he was in power, 

I 

I do not know what year. It has been quite some time ago, j 
quite awhile ago, | 


Mr, Purdy, The United States broke diplomatic relationsj 
with Cuba on Januaury 1, 1961. Was your contact with Casro | 

I 

before that time? | 

i 

Mr. McKeown, After that time. ! 

! 

Mr. Purdy, After we broke diplomatic relations, ' 

Mr. McKeown, On the phone, but not personally, i 

I 

I just did it as a favor to try to get them guys out of Cuba.l 
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But I have not done anything like that. I have been 
offered quite a number of times to help get people out of 
Cuba, but I never did do it, 

Mr. Purdy, Do you remember anybody who asked you to 
help get people out of Cuba? 

Mr. McKeown. Quite a few, 

Mr, Purdy, Could you tell us some of those individuals? 

Mr. McKeown, They were all Cubans. 

Mr, Purdy. Do you remember any of their names? 

Mr. McKeown. DelGado was one. They offered me money 
to get their father or their brother or somebody out of 
Cuba. I never did do that, I did not want to get involved, 

Mr. Purdy, You said a man by the name of DelGado 
called you and asked you to get somebody out of prison? 

Mr. McKeown, I was working where he was working. 

Mr. Purdy. You were working with him? 

Mr, McKecwn, Yes, 

Mr, Purdy, What was his first name? 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know. 

Mr. Purdy, Where did you work with him? 

Mr, McKeown. I was an inspector. It was a subsidiary i 
of Aerodex, I cannot remember the name of it. It was in ! 

i 

Miami. Aerodex, You have heard of Aerodex, have you not? 

Mr, ?urdy. No, 

Mr. McKeown. It is a big company in Miami that repairs 
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airplane engines, jets and things like that. And it was 
a subsidiary of that. 

Mr. Purdy, Does your working with Aerodex help refresh 
your recollection about when the call to Castro was? 

Mr, McKeown. No, It was before I caiae. down here. 

Mr. Purdy. Can you give us a better idea of what year 
or what month the call was? 

Mr. McKeown. I would say maybe *65, you know. I came 
to Miami in *66 and went to work: for them. 

Mr. Purdy. You called Caistro after the assassination? 

Mr. McKeown. Oh, yes, long after that, 

Mr. Purdy, After the assassination you called him 
on behalf of yo\ir brother? 

Mr. McKecwn. Yes. 

Mr. Purdy. Did you discuss anything else with Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. No. 

Mr. Purdy, All you did was call you £Uid ask you to get 
your brother out of prison? 

Mr. McKeown. If he would do it. 

Mr, Purdy, He said he would? 

Mr, McKeown, Not my brother. My brother was not in 
prison. My brother’s friends, 

Mr, Purdy, Do you recall who your brother's friends 

were? 

Mr, McKeown, No. I do not have to answer that, do I? 



692 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
3 

9 
10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

10 
17 


18 


19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


24 

23 


They were very respecteible people. They were oil people. 

My brother was in the oil tool and rental business and he 
knew a lot of people. 

Mr. Purdy, You stated today that your only contact 
with Castro since seeing him in the United States in the 
spring of 1959 was a phonecall to him after the assassination? 

Mr. Me Keown. Yes. 

Mr. Purdy. Dud you receive any messages from him or 
send any to him? 

Mr, McKeown. I could not go over there and this fellow 
came hack and told me that Castro was expecting me to come 
over there, but I never did go. As a matter of fact, I have 
not been in Cuba since he took power. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you send that person to see him? 

Mr. McKeown. No, I did not exactly send him. He was 
going over there. 

Mr, Purdy, Did he want to use your name with Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. 

Mr. Purdy. For what purpose? 

W Mr, McKeown, Something about exchanging some money, 

Mr. Purdy, He wanted to exchange money for the money 
that was in use during Batista to the kind in use during 
Castro? 

Mr, McKeown, Right. 

Mr. Purtiy. What was the man's name? 
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Mr. McKeown, I do not xeioeinber. 

>lr, Purdy, Do you know anyone vrtio would know his 

name? 

Mr. McKeown. I will tell you who he wsis. He was kind 
of a bodyguard for this Big oil man I was talking to you | 
about that is there in Houston. He is a well-known man, but 
I cemnot recall his name. I have not been in Houston in 12 
years. 

Mr. Purdy. Could that be Mr. Merchison? 

Mr. McKeown. No. I knw him, no,. 

Mr. Purdy, How about Mr. Androtti? 

Mr . McKeown . Androtti? 

Mr, Purdy, Yes, 

Mr. McKeown. I know the name Androtti, but he lives 
in Miauni. 

Mr. Purdy, Could it have been Mr, Byers? 

Mr, McKeown. No. I think his first nsme is Frank. 

Mr, Purdy. You were discussing the individual who was 
going to use your name with Castro to exchange currency? 

Mr, McKeown, Right. 

Mr. Purdy, What was the message you sent to Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. You see, he had this mon^ emd it was 
Batista’s money, you see. It was a whole lot of money, 

I was under the impression — I was not too mad at 
Castro at that time, because he had just took over, you know| 


25 
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1 thought he did the right thing. 

Now, I don't, but anyway, I thought it would be 
beneficial to him for him to get this money that he could 
get for 25 cents on the dollar, but he ref^ised it. He told 
this guy, he said, let Batista eat that money, 

Mr. Purdy, When was this that this man went to see 
Castro? 

Mr. McKeown, It was a little bit after Castro came 
to Houston, We came down to Miami, me and this fellow, and 
we checked in over at the hotel on Biscayne and we stayed 
there together for a couple of days and then he left to go 
over to Cuba and then he came back and told me viiat he said, 
that he would not do it, no way, 

Mr. Purdy, Did Castro send any message or greetings 


15 


to you? 


16 


17 

18 

19 

20 


2 ! 

22 


24 

25 


Mr, McKeown. No. Oh, yes, he did. He told this 
gentlemen, he said when McKeown comes here we are going to 
have the biggest party that Havana has ever seen, which may 
be a lie, I do not know. 

Mr. Purdy. Did you want the currency exchcinge to go 
through? 

Mr. McKeown. I thought it would benefit him. 

Mr. Purdy. Who? 

Mr. McKeown. Castro. 

Mr. Purdy. Why wodld it Benefit him? 
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Mr. McKeown, He could get all of that money for 25 
cents on the dollar. 

Mr. Purdy. Was this before or after Castro changed the 
currency? 

Mr, McKeown, Before, 

Mr. Purdy, How long after? 

Mr. McKeown. Right after, 

Mr. Purdy, Right after the mefeting with Castro? 

Mr. McKeown, I did not say the very day, but right 
after that happened. There was so much of that money float-; 

I 

ing around. 

Mr. Purdy, Could it have been as late as August, 19.59? 
Mr. McKeown, I do not know. Maybe a month or two 
months after, 

Mr, Purdy. The meeting with Ceistro was in April in } 

I 

1959 and you think it was, at most, a month or two after I 
that that this man went to see Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. It must have been, yes, 

Mr. Purdy, You do not recall that man's full name? 

i 

Mr. McKeown, No, I do not. I just seen him that littl^ 

I 

time, I was there in Houston at that time. I do not even \ 

remember where I wets living at at that time. \ 

\ 

I .^va'a running that business that I had over there. 

This peurticular man came down here to see me to do this and 
we went to Mieuni', 
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Mr, Purdy, Prior to your appearance here today has 
anyone connected with the Cubem government contacted you? 

Mr , McKeown, No . 

Mr. Purdy. Did you receive a call from anyone connec- 
ted with the Cuban delegation to the United Nations aJaout 
your contacts with Castro prior to this appearance? 

Mr, McKeown, Well, Marh Lane met this man amd this 
gentleman was under the impression that I was dead and he 
told me that if 1 could come to Cuba that Castro was very 
generous and he would lihe to show his appreciation, 

Mr, Purdy, Plow recently was this call? 

Mr, McKeown. It has not been too long ago, 

Mr. Purdy, Within the last year, 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, 

Mr. Purdy. Within the last month? 

Mr, McKeown, No, About a couple of months, 

Mr. Purdy. Was any mention made by that official of 
the Cuban government of your testimony before this Committee? 
Mr, McKeown. No, this Committee did not even come into 

it. 

Mr, Purdy. Was any mention made of your contacts, 
previous contacts, with Mr, Ruby or Mr, Oswald? 

Mr, McKeown, What do you mean? 

Mr, Purdy, Did the person who called you mention — 

Mr, McKeown, No. It did not have anything to do with 
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it. They just wanted to know, glad to know, that I was 
still living. 

Mr. Purdy, After Castro took power in Cuba, did you 
have information ed^out anyone involved in attempts to 
overthrow him? 

Mr. McKeown. Sure. 

Mr, Purdy, What were some of the groups that were 
interested in overthrowing Castro that you have personal 
knowledge of? 

Mr. McKeown. Prio. 

Mr, Purdy, How long after Castro took power did Prio 
turn against him? 

Mr.A'jMcKeown. When he left you know, he went over 
there and he put two and two together, I will express it 
that way. He found out tliat Castro was a Communist and he ] 
did not want no part of that so he got out of there and then! 

i 

he ceune to Miami. That iswhere he lived until he died. | 

Mr. Purdy. Was Mr. Prio involved in any plots to [ 

assassinate Mr. Castro? | 

Mr, McKeown, No, not that I know of, hut I imagine — | 

I 

no, not that I knew of, no. 1 

Mr. Purdy, Do you know if anyone who was involved ! 

1 

considered assassinating Castro? | 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, 

Mr. Purdy, Who? 
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Mr* McKeovm, A woman, 

Mr. Purdy, What was her name? 

Mr* McKeown, Marceau Albxnez, But she double-crossed 
a guy who was going to kill Castro and I think he got killed 
He was an American, 

Mr, Purdy. How did you learn of this? 

Mr. McKeown. Through Prio. 

Mr, Purdy, He told you that she had been in a plot to 
kill Castro? 

Mr, McKeown, But, you see, she was to blame for me 
getting caught, really. She was in with Prio and I used to 
go to her house and everything, and she wanted very much 
to overthrow Batista, and then she fell in love with — not 
an Ambassador, what do you call them? Consul — ' and then 
she turned and worked against Castro, 

Mr* Purdy, What was the name of the man she was 
involved with in the plot? 

Mr. McKeown, I do not know. He was a councilman there 
in Miami for the Cuban government. 

Mr, Purdy, Do you know how they were going to kill 
Castro? 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, With a rifle, 

Mr. Purdy, Do you know who was going to do it? 

Mr, ^McKeown, J know him personally, I know 

he was an American. 
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Mr, Purdy. Did you ever know the man's name? 

Mr, McKeown. No, I do not remember. Maybe his name 
was Morgan, but I am not sure. 

Mr, Purdy. Could his name have been William Morgein? 

Mr, McKeown. I do not know whether it was Willieun 
Morgan or not. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you know a William Morgan? 

Mr. McKeown, I have heard of him. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you ever meet him? 

Mr. McKeown. Cnee. 

Mr. Purdy. When did you meet him? 

Mr. McKeown. In a lawyer's office, 

Mr. Purdy. What were the c ire urns teinces surrounding 
your meeting him? 

Mr. McKeown. That has nothing to do with this assassina 

tion, 

Mr. Purdy. What was the date of that raeeting? | 

I 

Mr . ' McKeown. I really do not know. It has been quite | 
awhile ago, | 

Mr, Purdy. Was it before your arrest? j 

] 

Mr. McKeown. I think so, j 

Mr, Purdy. You have said Miss Albinez was at least pau:t j 

i 

of the reason that you got arrested. | 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. 

Mr. Purdy, Which was February, 1958, so you believe it 



700 


was probably before February, 1958? 

Mr. McKeown. I will tell you the whole story about 
it. This fellow came from Costa Rica, the one I told you 
about. Well, he Icnew that Marceau was in with us, with 
the overthrow of Batista, So that it was cold. So he 
went to her to borrow her husband^s overcoat because it was 
cold down in Texas and she had him followed. 

Now, that is the story. That is the reason they caught 

us. 

Mr. Purdy, In your testimony today you taUced about 
the currency exchange ideas occurring shortly after your 
meeting with Castro in April, 1959, Earlier today, you 
said that the meeting with Mr. Ruby occurred shortly after 
Castro took power in January, 1959., j 

After we talked about the currency exchange idea, you j 

1 

said that you saw Ruby after you met Castro, | 

Did you meet Castro before or after you had met Ruby? j 

Mr, McKeown. The only time I met Castro since this j 

thing was when he came to Houston, I 

i 

Mr, Appel, Could I request a recess? | 

I 

Mr. Dodd. The Committee will stand in recess, 1 

(A brief recess was taken.) ! 

i 

Mr. Dodd, The Committee will come to order. Counsel j 
may proceed, 

Mr. Purdy, Thank you. Hr. Chairman, 



701 


1 1 

Mr. McKeovm, you were discussing the plot that Mr. Prioj 

2 

told you about. You had said that the plot had occurred 

3 

prior to your arrest, which was in February, 1958. Is that 

i 

correct? 

5 

Mr • McKeown * No . 

6 

Mr, Purdy. Could you tell us when the plot took place? 

7 

Mr, McKeown, There were so many plots, which plot are 

3 1 

you talking ahovt? 

9 

Mr, Purdy. The plot with the woman. Miss Albinez. 

.0 j 

You said that Mr. Prio told you about a plot that was 

n 1 

1 

involved with her. When was that? 

12 ^ 

Mr. McKeown. Right after he took over. As a matter 

13 

of fact, he was going into Havana., They were supposed to 

14 

1 

kill him when he went into Havana, 

15 1 

Mr. Purdy. That would have been January *59? j 

lo 

1 

1 

Mr, McKeown. Right, j 

1 

Mr. Purdy. You stated earlier that Mr., Prio became | 

1 

18 

disillusioned with Mr. Castro shortly after he took power, 

19 

is that correct? 

20 

Mr, McKeown. Yes. 

21 

1 

1 Mr, Purdy. Was Mr. Prio behind the plot which occurred j 

22 

1 when he wets going into Havana? ! 

23 

i i 

j Mr. McKeown. Not that I know of. | 

24 

25 

Mr. Purdy, He just le 2 imed about it from the woman? 

Mr. McKeown. He learned about it.' ■ 
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Mr, Purdy, Do you have information about any other 
plots to kill Fidel Castro? 

Mr. McKeown. Just what I read in the papers. 

Mr. Purdy. Did you learn from anyone else about plots 
to kill Fidel Castro besides the newspapers? 

Mr, McKeown, No. 

Well, yes. There were some people who came to roe and 
offered me quite a sum of money and told me that we believe 
that you are the only one who cam really get close to 
Castro. And they wanted me to kill him, 

Mr, Purdy. VThen was that? 

Mr. McKeown. It has been some time ago. 

Mr, Purdy. Before or after the assassination of 
President Kennedy? 

Mr, McKeown, After he took power, 

Mr, Purdy, Was it before or after the assassination 
of President Kennedy? 

Mr, McKeown, It was after, 

Mr. Purdy. After the Kennedy assassination? 

Mr. McKeov/n. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Purdy. Can you give us an idea of how long after 
the Kennedy assassination the plot was? 

Mr. McKeown, . I came here — not here, but Miami, in 
*66, and I guess it was about *68, because T had worked — 
and you want to know who ' ' 
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Mr* Purdy, Yes. 

Mr. McKeown. Have you ever heard of a Cuban named 
Torrento? 


Mr. Purdy. Torrento? 

Mr, McKeown. They killed him. 

Mr, Purdy. Pardon me? 

Mr, McKeown, They killed him, 

Mr. Purdy. The same person who offered you money 
killed Torrento? 

Mr. McKeown. Torrento is the one who offered me money. 

Mr, Purdy. Who killed him? 

Mr, McKeown, Hell, I do not know who killed him. They 
killed him in his living room, shot him through the window. 

Mr, Purdy, Were they people working for Castro? 

Mr. McKeown, I do not know, 

Mr. Purdy. You said people came to you to offer you 
money to kill Castro? Who else came to see you besides 
Torrento? 


t 


i 


i 


I 

I 

! 


I 

I 


Mr, McKeown, Nobody. | 

I 

Mr. Purdy. What you are saying is that only one person | 
c^une. ! 

Mr. McKeown. Torrento. He was in a movement there in 
Miami. As a matter of fact, all of the Cubans that worked 
around Miami, they were supposed to give the day's wages to 
Torrento to, you know, he was guaranteeing that he was going ! 
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to overthrow Castro and he got killed, i 

i 


Mr. Purdy, How much money did he offer you? ! 

3 ! 

Mr . McKeown , $100,000. 

- i 

Mr • Purdy . Where did he get the money from? 

5 ' 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know. Where the hell do they 

® 1 

all get the money from? That is what I would like to know. 

7 1 

Mr. Purdy. Did he mention anybody else who was involved 

3 ! 

in the plot? 

? ' 

Mr, McKeown. No. 

IQ ' 

: 

Mr, Purdy. Did he mention whether or not you would have! 

I ’ 1 

to personally kill Castro? ' 

1 

' 2 i 
! 

Mr. McKeown. He emphasized that. He said, you are the 

* i 

13 i 

only one who could get to him. 

1 li 1 

[ Mr. Purdy, This was in the mid to late 1960* s? 

! 

I 

1 Mr, McKeown. 1968. | 

lo . 

! 

Mr, Purdy. 1968? 

I 

1 Mr, McKeown. *68 or *69, somewhere in there. | 

18 

1 i 

i Mr, Purdy. Did you tell anyone edjout Mr. Torrento*s 

19 

i offer to you? 

i i 

20 

! Mr, McKeown. No. Well, I might have told a couple of j 

21 

' Cuban friends, but outside of that, I really did not think | 

23 

I much 2d30Ut it, because I was not going to do it anyway. I j 

33 

j 1 

j told him the $100,000, if you offered me $1 million, I would 

24 

;| not do that. Anybody who killed him is going to get killed. 

25 

i I am not quite ready to die. 
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Mr. Purdy, Did Mr, Prio tell you about any other plots j 

1 

to kill Mr, Castro? 

Mr. McKeown, No, not as I recall. 

Mr. Purdy. He only told you about the one plot which 
involved Miss Albinez? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. 

You see, Prio was very bitter towards Castro and before 
I went on the CBS broadcast — do you remember that? Well, 

I went to Prio*s house, you know, to discuss it with him, 
whether I should do that or not, because I had a lot of ! 

I 

offers from other people to write books, to do this and do 
that, but I never did do it. 

So I went to Prio* I went to his house and I discussed 
it with him about these people W2uiting me to go on the 
television, you know, about the assassination, you know, j 

I 

about Oswald coming to you, particularly with the Spanish | 
man who was with him, or say Latin. I do not know whether j 

he was Cuban or what, you know. He was Latin. j 

And I told Prio about that and he said, my God, yes, | 

do everything you can to get Castro involved in it. j 

You can understand his position. He was very bitter ; 
towards Castro. You see, as a matter of fact, Prio is the ] 
man who practically furnished all of the money to overthrow 
Batista and then Castro turned out like he did. 

Mr. Purdy. Prior to Castro testing power, who did Mr- 
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Prio get that money from? j 

Mr, McKeown. I do not know where he got the money 
from. I do not know where he got the money from, 

Mr. Purtfy, Did Mr, Prio ever tell you where he got any 
of the money from? 

i 

Mr. McKeown, No, 

Mr. Purdy. Did he ever tell you he got the money from 
any agency of the United States government? 

Mr. McKeown. Oh, no, I know where he got the money 
from, but that is beside the point. Ee had the looney. | 

Mr. Purdy, Where did he get the money from? 1 

I 

Mr. McKeown. Just hearsay, 

Mr, Purdy, Please tell us what you have heard as to 
the sources of Mr, Prio’s money. j 

Mr, McKeown. Well, you hate to talk about the dead — | 

j 

you know, the man is dead. He was supposed to bum up $300 | 
million and he did not bum it up. He brou^t it to the | 

United States. ! 

Mr, Purdy, You are talking cibout Mr. Prio? \ 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. j 

Mr. Purdy, That was some money — \ 

Mr. McKeown. That was some money. j 

Mr. Purdy. That was some money that he used to try ; 

to overthrow Castro? 


Mr. McKeown. Yes 
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Mr. Purdy, Where did he get the money to try to over- | 

i 

throw Batista? 

Mr. McJCeown. I guess he used some of that $300 million. 
He had a safe deposit box as big as that desk you are sitting 
at, 1 

Mr. Purdy, You are talking about after Castro took 
over, Prio got that money, that $300 million, and had it 
taken to the United States? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, 

Mr, Purdy. How aJaout before that? Prior to the time — 
Mr. McKeown. No, Not before. Not before. As a mattez 
of fact, Prio 2 uid Castro were good friends, 

Mr, Purdy,* That is what you said earlier. You said 
Mr, Prio helped finance — 

I 

Mr, McKeown, He financed Castro, He trusted Castro. | 
Mr. Purdy, Where did he get the money? Where did ! 

Mr, Prio get the money? | 

Mr, McKeown, He was supposed to burn this money up j 
in Cuba and he did not bum it up. j 

Mr. Purdy, Are you talking about prior to the time j 

I 

Castro took power, when Castro and Prio weure working 
together, Prio was financing Castro. Where did Prio get I 

t 

that money? 

Mr. McKeown, I do not know where he got the money. 

t 

He probably used the money that he brou^^t over here when he ■ 


2 . 
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came over here , j 

You see, he left Cuba — you know, Batista overthrew j 
him right after that, but he had this money over here alread}|. 

Mr, Purdy, .When Batista overthrew Prio, that is when 
Prio took the money to the United States? 

Mr. McKeown. I imagine he took it before that. Do 
you not think so? 

Mr, Purdy. Do you know of any other sources of money 

that Mr. Prio used, to finance Castro's overthrow of Batista? | 

i 

Mr. McKeown. No. I do not Jenow where he got all of ! 

! 

that money, | 

Mr, Purdy. Was Prio ever involved with 2Uiy Americ2Uis 
who were working in the casino business in Cuba? 

Mr, McKeown. No, not that I know of, because I know 
he was against gambling, I really do not think that he was i 
involved with the so-*called Mafia under Batista that ran \ 

the casinos. I do not think Castro was involved. | 

! 

I know four or five of them csune to me emd wanted me j 

I 

to try to help get back over there, i 

Mr, Purdy, Who were they? j 

t 

Mr. McKeown, Just people who came to me who warn ted j 

me to go and try to get them to open the Americama again and i 
the Sana Souci and all of that, 

Mr, Purdy, Can you remember the names of any of the 
individuals who asked for your assistamce? : 
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Mr, McKeown. No, I cannot. There wer3 three or four | 

I 

of them who came and asked me. They did not offer anything; | 

they just Wcinted to know if I could help them out, to get | 

^ 1 

him to change his mind eUaout the casinos. j 

Mr. Purdy, When was that? ! 

Mr. McKeown, Maybe a couple of months after he took I 


over. j 

Mr, Purdy, Some time in 1959? I 

j 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, I 

l«!r. Purdy. Do you know of cinyone who went to Cuba to 
try to chcinge Castro’s mind? ! 

Mr, McKeown. No. . I 

Mr, Purdy, Do you know of anyone who came to Cuba to j 
try to have people released from prison? j 

Mr. McKeown, No. \ 

Mr. Purdy. Did you know of Jack Ruby’s visit to Cuba | 


in 1959? I 

I 

Mr, McKeown. I heard about it, but I did not know aboutj 

1 

it when I met him. | 

I 

Mr. Purdy. Did you hear eUcout it iJefore the assassins- | 


1 tion? 

;■] 

j Mr, McKeown. No, I just heard eUcout it recently, 

ii 

:j A gentleman cjime to me. He is %fith the British Broadcasting 
ij Company, I do not know his naine — Scott Malone. He told 
I me, he says, the only thing Ruby did to you was to use you 
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1 I to get contact with Castro. | 

: ' So Scott Malone tells me he definitely went to Cuba | 

2 || after he talked to me , 

Mr, Purdy, To your personal knowledge, you do not 

have any information that contradicts that? 

! 

Mr. McKeown. No. But he seems to have that pretty , 

I 

well known. He says, I know that he went to Cuba. | 

Mr, Purdy. Were they Americans who asked you to inter- j 

i 

cede with Castro to open up the casinos? j 

10 ;| Mr, McXeown. One of them was Italian, ; 

] i 

t i Mr, Purdy. What was his naune? 

'1 i 

li j 

12 1 Mr. McKeown* I do not remember, | 

Ij ■! Mr. Purdy, Were they all from the United States? | 

:i 

11 II Mr, McKeown. Yes. 

li i Mr, Purdy, Have they all been in Cuba? ! 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. | 

Mr, Purdy. Have they ever been forced to leave Cuba? | 

i 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. j 

I 

Mr, Purdy. Had they ever been imprisoned by Castro? \ 

70 j Mr. McKeown, No. j 

71 '1 Mr. Purdy. Do you know, or have you know, a Sante ' 

i = 

I Traficante, j 

Mr. McKeown, I know of him, | 

j Mr. Purdy. Was he one of those individuals? 

25 !| 




Mr. McKeown. No, 
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Mr. Purdy. Did he ever send word to you to try to 
get Castro to open up the casinos? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, I do not know if it was him or not. 
Two or three of then came to me and said, if you can go 
over there amd sit down and talk to Castro and explain to 
him how beneficial it would be to the country to open the 
geunbling again, maybe you could do it. 

Mr. Purdy. Did those two or three people come at the 
same time? 

Mr. McKeown. No. Each one was different. 

Mr. Purdy. Was there an occasion when more than one 
of them came to see you? 

Mr, McKeown, On the phone. They talked to me on the 

I phone. 

Mr. Purdy. They all talked to you on the phone? 

|l 

I Mr. McKeown, Most of them, 

I Mr, Purdy, Do you remember any of them that came to 

I see you? 

I 

I Mr, McKeown, No. 

j Mr, Purdy. Did some people come and see you? 

il 

;i Mr, McKeown. There were so many people who came to 

■1 

ij see me I cannot remember 2U.1 of them, 

ii 

Mr, Purdy. Have you ever met Sante Trafficante? 

Mr. McKeown, No. 

;j Mr. Purdy, Did he ever send a message to you for you 
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to communicate with Castro or with anybody in the Cuban 
government? 

Mr* McKeovn • No. 

Mr. Purdy. Did anyone give you a message on his 
I behalf? 

I 

Mr, McKeown. No, 

Mr,' Purdy w' Did" you know, or do you know of, Carlos 
or Vincent Marcello from New Orleans? 

Mr . McKeovn , No • 

Mr, Purdy. Did you ever know of them? 

Mr, McKeown. I have heard of them, it seems like, the 

j Marcellas , I did not know him, 

I 

j Mr, Purdy. Do you know, or did you know of, Sam 

Giancano? 

Mr, McKeown. I have heard of him. 

Mr, Purdy. You never met him? 

Mr. McKeown. .No, 

Mr. Purdy, You never had any direct or indirect 
j communication with him? 

Mr, McKeown. No, and I am glad I did not, 

,| Mr, Purdy. Did you know, or do you know of, Mr, Meyer 

I Lansky? 

I 

i Mr. McKeown, Yes, I never had any dealings with him. 

j Mr. Purdy, You just met him? 

.1 

;i Mr. McKeown. I have never met him. 
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Mr. Purdy. Do you know, or did you know of, Mr. Michael; 
McLane? | 


3 


6 

7 

3 

9 

10 



IS 

17 

!S 

19 

20 


23 


Mr. McKeown. I have heard of him, | 

I 

Mr. Purdy. You never met him? | 

Mr. ‘McKeown. Never met him. ! 

( 

I 

( 

Mr. Piirdy. Have you ever had any dealings with him? | 
Mr. McKeown. No. To<i3e frank with you about the whole 
thing, I stayed shy of them people. Right today, as Mr. 

Fonzi here can tell you, I live with ray daughter and I do 
not get around, I do not go out at night, I don’t do nothing; 

i 

I don’t W 2 uit to get involved with all that and I am trying ! 

to live right and that is the whole thing, and I just wish 1 

to hell I never got mixed up in this kind of business. j 

Mr. Purdy. At one time in the late 1950 *s, as you | 

said, you were arrested in 1958 in connection with armaments, ‘ 
actually arms. What was the source of the arms that you had i 

been arrested for having? | 

! 

Mr. McKeown. What kind of arms? j 

Mr. Purdy. Where did you get them from? i 

Mr. McKeown, Oh, I do not Joiow. j 

Mr, Purdy. Did Mr. Prio help you get the arms? j 

Mr . McKeown . Yes . j 

Mr. Purdy, Did anyone else help you get the arms? 

Mr, McKeown. Well, the only thing I know about the arms 
was where they told me they would be. 


44-105 0 - 79-46 
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Mr, Purdy, Who told you where they would be? , 

Mr, McKeown. Prio, 

Mr. Purdy. Was Prio the only one who told you where ^ 

to get the arms? j 

1 

Mr, McKeown, Yes. ! 

Mr, Purdy, Do you know where he got them from? 

Mr, McKeown, No, 

Mr, Purdy. Do you know any of the individuals who 
physically turned over the arms to you? 

Mr. McKeown, No, just the people in the warehouse. 

Mr, Purdy, Where was the warehouse where you obtained ! 

i 

the arms? I 

Mr, McKeown. Walls Transfer, Ma;yflower Transfer | 

Company, But, of course, them people was innocent. They j 
did not know what was in those boxes or trucks or whatever. | 
Mr. Purdy, Was there any other place where you would | 

pick u{3/ the arms? j 

I 

Mr. McKeown, I picked up some in Arkansas, j 

Mr, Purdy, Where in Arkansas? j 

Mr. McKeown. hope, Arkansas. j 

Mr, Purdy, Do you recall the Eed Stone Arsenal in i 

Arkansas? 

Mr. McKeown. I have heard of it, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you obtain the arms from there? 

Mr. McKeown. No, I told you, 1 got it in Hope, Arkansas, 
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Mr. Purdy. Do you remember who you got the arms from 
there? 


10 

n 


12 


13 


ii 


i! 



2d 

25 


Mr. McKeown. A warehouse. 

Mr. Purdy, Do you remember any people? 

Mr, McKeown, You know, the people who were the clerks 

I 

and things, and I had the invoice and I got them. | 

Mr. Purdy, You previously stated that one or more j 

United States Senators helped provide you with the arms, is | 
that correct? 

I 

Mr. McKeown. No. I do not know of any Senators who | 

i 

helped get the arms. ! 

i 

Mr, Purdy, Do you know any United States Senators who, j 
through other people, provided you with arms or helped you 
get arms? 

i 

Mr. McKeown. Like I told you, I got all of my arms j 
through Prio, I 

Mr. Purdy, You never got any assistance through anybody 
else in obtaining arms, is that correct? 

Mr.>McKeown, That is right. 

Mr. Purdy, Did you ever deal in arms after yo\ir convic-j 
tion in 1958? j 

Mr, McKeown. Hell, no. No, j 

Mr, Purdy. Where did you trzmsport the weapons which 
you received from these various- warehouses? 

Mr. McKeown. To two or three different places, but wher^ 
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I got caught was down in Secibrook. I went and bought a 
boat in Louisiana, 

Mr. Purdy. Where were you going to take the arms? 1 

i 

Mr , McKe own , Cuba . i 

i 

Mr. Purdy. Were you going to take them directly to 

Cuba? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, 

Mr. Purdy. Were you personally going to take them? I 

I j 

j Mr, McKeown. No, j 

Mr, Purdy. Who were you going to have take them to Cuba? 
Mr. McKeown, This boy who c^lme from Costa Rica and | 

then, with another guy by the naone of Alguila. He was a 
pilot. He had worked for the Coast Guard in Cxiba and he was 
1 doing the taking, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you ever ship the arms through Mexico 

;i I 

jj to Cuba? ! 

i Mr. McKeown. Yes, | 

• i 

! Mr, Purdy. Who were your contacts in Mexico? ! 

I I 

I Mr, McKeown, Nobody. I just pulled in there and loaded 

j the ship up in Tampico. | 

Mr, Purdy. Did you personally ever accompany any of 
j the arms to Cuba? 

I Mr. McKeown. Never. I was there when they came in, I 

was there when Castro landed, 

Mr. pTirdy, Who were some of the other people who 
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I tremsported arms in the same manner that you did? Were 
^ • they other people working for Prio? 

" i Mr. McKeown. Well, I imagine there was, I do not 

" > have any proof there was. There were so many, you know, 

• that different people were trying to get arms to Castro. 

° i Mr, Purdy. Do you know, or did you know of, Antonio 

‘ Verona? 

^ ' Mr, McKeown, Yes. 


9 I 


10 



Mr. Purdy, Could you please tell us how you came to | 
know him? 

Mr, McKeown. He was a friend of Prio*s. I seen him ! 

! 

the other day. You know, not to talk to, but Prio was dead | 

* 1 

a year ago this past week, last week, and they had kind of ! 

a service, you know, for him. Verona was there. j 

Mr, Purdy, When did you meet Verona? 

Mr. McKeown. Quite awhile back, i 

Mr, Purdy. Did you know him when you were transporting | 

1 

the arms?- j 

Mr. McKeown. I know he was a real good friend of Prio’sj, 

Do you have anything down there cUaout a fellow by the name j 

of Cardona? i 


Mr, Purdy, Miro Cardona? 

Mr. McKeown, Yes. 

Mr, Purdy. What can you tell ua about him? He is a 


j good friend of Prio, 

1 
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Mr, McKeown. Yea, 

Mr, Purdy, Was Verona transporting arms for Prio? 

Mr, McKeown. Not that I know of. i 

I 

Mr, Purdy. Do you know, or do you know of, Frank Sturgis 
or Frank Ferrini? | 

Mr. McKeown. I know of Frank Sturgis. | 

Mr, Purdy. Did you ever meet him? j 

Mr. McKeown. No. | 

Mr. Purdy. Did you ever have any communications with I 

him? [ 

Mr. McKeown, No, not as I can recall. I think he ! 

lived down in Miami. 

Mr. Purdy, -Did he know Prio? 

Mr. McKeown, Yes, 

Mr, Purdy, Did you know him at the time when you were j 
working for Prio? 

Mr. McKeown. I seen him one time over at Prio’s house. 
But I did not have any dealings with him whatsoever. He was ' 
there, that is all. ■ 

i 

Mr, Purdy. What were the nature of his dealings with 

Prio? 

Mr. McKeown. I tcike that back. It weis not at his 
house. It was at a lawyer* a in the Ainsley Building in 
Miami where X went to pick up the money and he was there. 

Mr, PUrdy, What was the date of that? 
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Mr. McKeovrn. I do not k.now the date. 

Mr. Purdy. Do you remeinber roughly the year of that? 
Was that 1959, 1958? 

Mr. McKeovn. It was before Batista was overthrown. 

Mr, Purdy. Before you were arrested? 

Mr, McKeowu. Oh, sure. 

Mr. PUrdy. What was the lawyer’s name that you met 
with in Miami? 

Mr. McKeown. I did not meet with the lawyer. It was 
Prio’s lawyer, 

Mr. Purdy, What was Prio’s lawyer’s name? 

Mr. McKeown, What do you want to know that for? 

Mr, Purdy* I am just trying to get the idea of some of 
the people associated with Mr* Prio* 

Mr, McKeown. His name was Dave Walters, 

Mr. Purdy. Did you know, or do you know of, Dominick 
Bartone? 

Mr. McKeown. I have heard of him, 

Mr. Purdy, Did you ever meet him? 

Mr, McKeown. No, 

Mr. Purdy* Did you know Pedro Xuia Delaaemz? 

Mr. McKeown, No. 

Mr. Purdy. Did you know of him? 

Mr. McKeown^ I knew of him, but I did not know him 


personally, 
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Mr. Purdy, Was he working with Mr, Prio? | 

! 

Mr, McKeown. I think so, 

Mr, Purdy, Do you know what he was doing for him? \ 

Mr, McKeown, No. j 

Mr, PUrdy. Did you know, or know of, Mr, Louis McQuillay? 
Mr, McKeown. No, I did not. 

Mr. Purdy. Did Jack Ruby ever talk of Mr, McQuilley?« 

Mr, McKeown. No, he did not mention him. As a matter I 
of fact, he did not mention any n^^Des , | 

Mr, Purdy. Did you know, or know of, I4r, Dino Sal ini? 

Mr, McKeown. Not as I recall, j 

Mr, Purdy. Did you know, or know of, a Mr. Loren Hall? j 
Mr. McKeown, Where, was he from? | 

i 

Mr. Purdy, He was in Cuba for awhile, j 

Mr, McKeown. No, I did not know him. | 

Mr. Purdy. Do you recall the names of the casinos • 

which the individuals who approached you requested be j 

i 

reopened by Castro? j 

Mr, McKeown. Yes, the Tropicana emd the Sans Souci, j 

I 

They were the best ones there. I 

To my recollection, those are the only ones I could 
mention. 

Mr, Purdy, You said previously that one of the people 
who approached you was Italian, Do you recall the nationality 
of any of the other people who approached you? 
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Mr. McKeown. Yes, they were Americans. ! 

Mr. P\irdy. They were Americeuis? | 

Mr. McKeown. Yes. | 

Mr. Purdy. Do you remember 2my of their n£unes? j 

Mr. McKeown. It seemed to me that one of them wsis named! 

i 

Matthews, but I am not sure. 

Mr. Purcfy, Could his name have been R. D. Matthews? 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know what his initials were. 

Mr. Purdy. Can you describe him for me? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, he w^ls just an ordinary man. Pretty; 

well-dressed fellow, i 

] 

Mr. Pur^, Do you recall whether he was short or tall? i 

i 

Mr, McKeown. Well, he was kind of medium, you know. | 

i 

Not tall, or not really short, to my recollection. I 

i 

Mr. Purdy, Did he have an eyepatch? | 

Mr. McKeown. If he did, I did not see it. I 

Mr. Purdy. Do you remember what casino Mr. Mathews ! 

j 

was commented with? ! 

i 

Mr, McKeown. The Tropicana, I say he was connected, | 

i 

I don’t know whether he was connected or not. He just wanted- 
me to see if I could let them be opened, 

Mr. Purdy, You previously mentioned Mr, Dave Walters, | 
Was he involved in opening, or attempting to open, any Cuban ' 
casinos? 

Mr, McKeown. No, not as X know of. The only thing I ' 
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know was he was Prio*s attorney. 

Mr. Purdy, Was he involved in einy attempts to get 
people released from prison? 

Mr. McKeown. Not that I know of, I really do not 

I know. 

Mr, Purdy. Mr. McKeown, the people who came to see you 
about opening the casinos, what did they want you to do, 
exactly? 

Mr. McKeown. They just wanted me to go and talk to 
Castro and show him the benefits that he would derive from 

' the casinos . 

1 

; Mr. Purdy, What benefits were they? 

I Mr,' McKeown, I imagine he would get a big cut out of 

■ it, I do not know what benefits you mean. It is just like 

any government gets benefits where there is gambling, if 

:i 

j they allow it, 

I Mr, Purdy, After you said that you could not go to 

I Ciaba because of your probation, did they suggest, or did you 
j suggest the possibility, of your sending a letter to Castro? 

I Mr, McKeown. Yes, but I did not do it, 

Mr, Purdy, Why did you not send a letter? 
j Mr, McKeown, Because I did not want to. 

'i 

I Mr. Purdy, You did not need the money at that time? 

i| 

j Mr. McKeown, 1 always need money. Right now, 1 don’t 

;i 

have one dime to rub against cinother. 
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Mr, Purdy, Did they offer you emy money to intercede 
with Castro? 

Mr. McKeown, They did not exactly offer me any money. 
They just said that I would be taken care of. 



Mr. Purdy, When you refused to help them, did they j 
offer you a specific aunount of money, or did they discuss 
it? 

Mr, McKeown, They just said that I would be taken care 
of if I could swing the deal to get the casinos to open 
agatin. | 

Mr, Purdy, It is your testimony today that you do not j 
remember the names of the individuals who approached you 
other than possibly one named Mathews, is that correct? 

Mr, McKeown, That is correct, 

Mr, Purdy, Is there amyone you know of who might know j 
who those people were? 

1 

( 

Mr, McKeown, Not offhamd. j 

Mr, Purdy, Was amyone present with you at any time 
that they met with you? 

1 

Mr, McKeown, I was by myself. You see, I had a bar | 
in the back, of the lounge and we would go back there and 
it was closed during the day, and we would go back there 
and talk. Nobody else was there, 

Mr, Purdy, Did you ever discuss with Mr. Prio whether 
or not you should help these men? 
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Mr. McKeown. Yes, I did discuss it with, him and he 
told me just to lay low. He says, do not get involved in 
it. He says, that’s not going to hurt Castro. VThat we want 
to do is hurt Castro. 

Mr, Purdv. He just thought you should not be involved ' 

i 

at all? j 

Mr. McKeown. Right. j 

Mr. Purdy, Mr. Chairman, I think it would be appropri- | 

i 

ate at this time for members of the Committee to ask any j 
questions concerning this subject, I will have just a few 
follow-up questions on a separate subject after this. i 

Mr. Dodd, In order to advise the witness and also the j 
other members of what we tentatively plan to do, It is about | 
quarter of noon now. V7e will proceed for another 15 or 20 j 
minutes and then take a breaOc until 1:30 for lunch and then 
come back at 1:30. 

My guess is that we are going to have to come back, 
unfortxmately, for a little while anyway, because of the | 

I 

schedule. I 

! 

But I will ask Mr. Sawyer if you have any questions j 

along the lines that counsel has been following. 

Mr. Sawyer, I do not have any questions. i 

Mr.. Dodd. Mr. Fithian? 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman, I had to be away from the 
hearings for part of the morning. I would like, at breaOctime, 
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to catch, up with some of the things that have gone on. I | 
don't want to duplicate questions that counsel asked in my 
absense, I want to retain an opportunity to question the ! 

I 

witness, I 

Mr. Dodd. I just have -"Mr. McKeown, I would like to | 

I 

follow the line of questioning that counsel was proceeding 
on just a second ago, and that is, let me frame the question 
properly. 

We are talking about a proper timeframe. You first 

i 

met Mr, Castro when? C£m you recall the month, day, month 

1 

year, 'possibly specifically, and where that occurred? j 

Mr. McKeown. I met him in the Shamrock Hotel in Houston:,. 
Texas • j 

Mr, Dodd. When? j 

Mr. McKeown. Maybe a year — maybe not that long — | 

before he oveirthrew Batista, before he overthrew Batista, i 

Mr, Dodd. Can you be more specific? What month of j 

I 

1958 or '57? | 

Mr. McKeown. Well, I think it was in *57; I am not I 

1 

sure. } 

Mr, Dodd. Do you recall whether it was simmer, fall? 

Mr. McKeown. The summer, I recall. ; 

Mr. Dodd, The summer of 1957, the Shamrock Hotel, 

Who introduced you to Mr. Castro? 

Mr, McKeown. Prio was with me. 
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Mr. Dodd. Was anybody else present at that meeting? 

Mr, McKeown, Raoul. 

Mr. Dodd, His brother? 

Mr. McKeown, Prio*s bodyguard. 

Mr. Dodd, When was the last time you had any contact 
with Mr, Castro? 1 

Mr. McKeown. When I met him in the airport of Houston, j 
Texas. 

Mr, Dodd, Again, for purposes of the record, would 
you tell us what month and year that was? 

Mr. McKeown, It was a little bit after he tooJc over, | 

i 

If you will look in there, he went to New York, as you 
recall, and then he .came down there to Houston, and then 
his. brother came in behind, Raoul, 

! 

Mr. Dodd, You are talking April *61? { 

Mr. McKeown. It could have been, yes, I know he was 
already in power when he caune to Houston and I had lunch there 
with him, but there were all kinds of FBI men and all. You 

never seen the likes of it, I 

t 

Mr, Dodd, Did you have an opportunity to speak alone i 
with him at that time? 

I Mr. McKeown. No, I did not, really, I really did not, 

1 

1 He was in a big hurry to go out to Merchison's. 

I Mr. Dodd. My understeuiding is, now, you first met 

Mr. Castro in June, July or August of *57 in the Shamrock 
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Hotel, Your last contact with him, either by phone, letter, 
or by in person, was in April, or the spring, of 1961? 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, 

Mr. Dodd.. That is the timeframe that we are working j 
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Mr. McKeown. I met him in the Sh£unrock Hotel. 

Mr. Dodd, In *57? 

Mr. McKeown. In *57, 

And they were on their way to Mexico, Prio, Raoul, 
Castro. It wasn't much good, to be frank with you, Prio ; 
wanted to let me know that he was going to be the leader of j 
the invasion, j 

Mr, Dodd. Your last contact with him was in 1961? j 

Mr, McKeown* At Houston, Texas. I think it was 1961, j 

I 

When did he take over? *59, or *60, or when? | 


. CPauhe ) . , 

Mr, Dodd, You stated for the record that you received 
any manbex of requests from, a variety of different people to 
solicit from the Castro government spport or assistance in 


! 

I 


a variety^ of different matters after the Castro ta3ceover and | 
as a result of news that indicated that you had a relation* ■ 
ship, or. a previous.t relationship, with him? ! 

Mr, Dodd. I would like, for the record, for you to state 
first of. all, for me, in categories, what sorts of assistance 
were you solicited for, and I would like you to be as 
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specific as you can. | 

Mr. McKeown. Well, it was more or less legitimate, likej 
they wemted to sell him things, you know, cars and jeeps, ! 
farm equipment. 

Mr. Dodd. Commercial? 

Mr. McKeown. Commercial, yes. 

Mr. Dodd. That is one category, 

Mr. McKeown. There is one guy who wanted things I 

molasses. He came but to my place and said that he would | 
make it vrorth my while if I could get a lot of molasses out 

1 

of Cuba. 

Mr. Dodd. What other categories were you being solicited 
for^ for assistcince? 

Mr, McKeown. Well, that covers it all. Commercial — 

Mr. Dodd, That is commercial. You mentioned, for the i 
record, for instance, some people contacted you because | 

they had people who were in jail down there and needed 

j 

cisaistance, I 

! 

Mr. McKeown. Well, yes, there were a couple of them | 

i 

I 

who said Ithat they would like to get their friends out of j 
jail, ! 

Mr. Dodd. Do you see what X am getting at? Follow ! 

my logic, X am trying to get you to develop categories for 
me so that X can get some kind of indication of what kind of 
assistance you were being solicited for. 
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Mr, McKeown, I want you to know right now, Mr, Dodd, \ 

that all of these things that they came to me about, and I | 

think it Is on the record, that I told my probation officer 
about, because I did not want to get Involved, do you under- 
steuid? 

I was on probation, I certainly did not want — I have 
never been In trouble in my life before, never, I did not 
want to get X was scared all the time. 

If you^d ever been on five-year probation, you will know 

I 

it. 

Mr, Dodd, So there were personal requests, personal 
requests for individual people, aside from commercial requests, 
to get people out of jail, people who were being detained. 

You were requested to do that, 2is well. 

Mr, McKeown, X was asked to, ! 


Mr, Dodd, What othhr areas? You also mentioned that 

17 I i 

; Mr, Ruby, or Rubinstein, wanted to sell some military equip- | 

la i 

ment? j 

19 I 

Mr, McKeown* Yes, Jeeps and slot machines. He said ' 

20 • < 

he had a whole lot of slot machines stiished over in some | 

I 

mountains around Nevada and that he could get them into | 

Cuba. i 

. . i 

Mr, Dodd, What other requests, what other kinds of 

i ' 

I things were you asked to do, as a resizlt of the relationship • 

1 _ ! 

I that you had with Mr. Castro? 
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Mr. McKeown. Like I told you about the fellow, Porter, j 
he wanted a big quota of sugar out of there for the govern- j 
ment of the United States and this money proposition. He j 

wanted him to - bum < the money, whatever money Batista got | 

i 

out of there with. I understemd it was quite a bit, but he | 

! 

would not do it. | 

This particular man that I sent to Cuba, that is what j 
his mission was, to go to see about this money. i 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Porter? j 

Mr. McKeown. No. This W2is the guy that was working i 

j 

for this oil mein in Houston, and we came here and I stayed 

I 

here in Miztmi. I did not go. And he stayed over there 
three or four days and then he caime back and he said Castro 
was crazy, he ain*t going to do that. 

Mr. Dodd. What else? What other areas? | 

j 

Mr. McKeown. Like I say, there was people who wanted | 

to drill wells over there, wanted to get leases to drill j 

wells over there, wanted to get leases to mine over there, j 
and things of that sort. 1 

There was a lot of big money people, I guess. They werej 
sure trying to get me to do a lot of things. I did not see 
where I could do anything, unless I could go over there, and j 
I was not about to go over there. I tried, do not miaunder- ! 
stand me; I tried to go, but the Judge would not let me go, 
so I did not go. ' 



731 



Wr* Dodd, Can you think of any other aureas? I am j 

trying. — as I understood your testimony, there were literalliy 
hundreds of calls that you got, 

Mr, McICeown* Well, I cannot recall every little thing 
that they wanted me to do. You name it, they probably asked 
me to do It. 

Mr, Dodd, I would like you to try to recall. If you 
can, for. me, In those situations where there was more than 
just a phone call I recognized you are apt to get a lot 

I 

of phone calls fzrom people In the middle of the night 
requesting things, I am not talking aibout those. a 

What I am talking about, vdiat I want you to focus on, 
are those relationships that went beyond ’a phone call, where 

I 

there involved either a personal interview with you or a j 

letter or dcmething beyond just that initial kind of call, | 

j 

Mr, McKeown, Jack Ruby, he personally contacted me, | 

He came to ity place three or four times, I 

I 

This fellow Porter I think his n^une was Porter. | 

Do you recall who was the campaign manager for Ike Eisenhowerj 
in Houston, Texas or this urtiole state of Texas? Do you know | 
who he was? Was his name Porter or was his name Butler? j 


Mr. Dodd. We will have counsel check on it, 

23 i - ■ 

Mr. McKeown. That is who he was, and he came to my 

; 

place of business. He asked me to come u p there just in 

2 - 

‘ khaki clothes. 
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1 i Mr. Dodd, Who else? 

2 Mr. McKeovm. There was a guy by the name of Laneon, 

f I 

2 j and then this fellow I told you about that I sent to Cuba, j 

X \ he came to my place. He wemted to sell Castro this money. 

i' I 

5 j This guy that lived next door to Ike Eisenhower up ■ 

i 

g here, in some big place, had a farm next to Ike Eisenhower — 
7 j was his name Greenspan? I do not know his name. He was a 

3 friend of Ike Eisenhower. He lived on a big farm next to 

9 Ike Eisenhower's fatm. 

10 Mr. Dodd, Let us step back. Let us take Mr. Lemcon. 

I] j Do you know how to spell his name? ^ 

. . j 

Mr. McKeown. L*a-n-c~o-n^ a Frenchman. !, 

Mr, Dodd, What is his first name? j 

I 

CPause) j 

I 

Do you ha:ve any correspondence from him? Do you have j 


16 

17 j Mr. McKeown, No, He came to my place. j 

^ - I 

’,9 i Mr. Dodd. What did he specifically request? j 

I - . j 

17 ■ Mr, McKeown. He wanted to deal with the money, j 

20 I Mr.' Dodd, Did you have more than one meeting with him? j 

2^ ^ Mr, McKeown. Oh, well, there is that Italian, He ran ' 

22 , a gambling place over in Dickenson, Texeis. Freuik. I really i 

,i ■ . ■ 

2" • wanted to make some money out of that. He told me he'^d give 

■I 

I me 2 percent if 1 could sell this money to Castro, but 
' Castro would not do it. 


a letter from him? 
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I have all this stuff wrote down, Mr. Dodd. I really | 
did not I had letters, everything, I had all of that, but | 

ray house burned, and that messed me up good, emd it burned I 

j 

everything up, I lost everything, I loit everything in the | 

i 

world I had, I lost everything, and I have never gotten back | 

since ♦ I lost it all. Everything. I 

j 

Mr. Dodd. We are running out of time. I need your I 
help in this, Mr. McKeown, What I am trying to do I 

i 

Mr. -McKeown. That is what T am here for, | 

i 

Mr. Dodd. I \jnderstand that. Just listen to me emd 

* 

see if you can stick with me a little bit, because you have | 

i 

a tendency to drift sometimes and we are trying to focus in, ! 

I w£uit you, if you can, to the best of your knowledge, j 
to focus your attention on each one of these people, if we j 

I 

can, and dewlop as much knowledge as we can about each one \ 

1 

of these contacts that you had with people which went beyond I 

Just a phonecall or the nut call that you might get in the | 

1 

middle of the night. I eua not asking you about those. 

Teil us as much as you can about each one of these 
specific contacts that you had with people were soliciting 
your help in establishing a contact with Fidel Castro and 
the Castro government, all right? I want you to try to sticki 
with me, if you can, on this thing, 

J:want to talk about Mr. Lancon and what more information 
you can gdtve us about this individual other than what you have 
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given me already, 

Mr, McKeown. This Mr, Lamcon, he was interested in 
money. He owned a diving company that dives, goes down 
underwater. He owned a big diving company there, auid he 
was under the impression that he Itnew where there was a 
sunken treasure right off the coast of Cuba and he would 
like for me to get permission for j him to go look for that 
treasure. He knew where it was and he wanted me to get 
Castro to let him do that, 

I remember that. 

But the one that sticks out in my mind more so them 
any of them, and I guess the reason it is is because of the 
assassination, is Jack Ruby, 

These others I did not pay euiy attention, but since 
all of this has come up aibout the assassination, naturally 
you think about that more than you do anything else. But 
all of these others were just a bunch of nuts, like you 
said, and wanted something for nothing. 

Mr. Dodd. Can you tell us — you mentioned Mr. Lancon, 
you mentioned Mr. Porter, you mentioned Mr. Ruby, you men- 
tioned an Italian man vrfiose name is Trank, and you cannot 
recall his last name. Did you mention anyone else? 

Those are four. I am looking for any additional ones 
to shed some light on this. 

Mr. McKeown, I cannot recall his name and he came down 
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and he offered me $5,000 he had it in his hand, too* 

He wanted me to he my agent to get things for people out 
of Cuba. What his name was, I do nou know. He c^une twice. 

And then there was amother one , but that poor guy is 
dead now. He was the Captain on a ship and he came to me 
to raise money for the people who were in jail in Cuba, 

Mr, Dodd, A Captain on a ship? 

Mr, McKeown, He was, but he died. He got in a storm 
off the CO cist of Carolina, 

Mr. Dodd, A commercial? 

Mr, McKeown. A tanker. 

Mr. Dodd. A tanker? 

Mr, McKeown. He was a licensed you know, he worked 
for Esso, 

Mr. Dodd. Worked for Esso? 

Mr. McKeown, Yes, 


Mr, Dodd, Do you remember when that contact occurred? 
Mr, McKeown, Yes, sir. It was around ’61, something 
like that. Iti:was before the assassination, 

Mr. Dodd, V?ho was he seeking what sort of indiyiduali 
was he seeking assistance for were in prison? 

Mr. McKeown. Well, we went over to the affiliate of 
NBC there in Houston and we bought time to go on the 
television, you know, for people to donate money. You 
understand? 
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Mr. Dodd. Yes, I 

Mr. McKeo>m. To try to get these people out of Cuba, 
hut it never did materialize because he was going to make 
this one more trip and that is when he died. He got caught 
in the storm. As a matter of fact, I .went^itb his burial. 

I 

But they never did find him; he went down with his ship. 

That is all there was to that, I did not go through j 
with that. 

Mr, Dodd, You cannot recall his name? 

Mr. McKeown, No, I cannot. He lived right over there ; 
by ‘NASAV close by >diere I lived, 

Mr, Dodd, You cannot recall the neunes of the people 
who were in prison that you were seeking the release of? 

Mr. McKeown, No, 

j Mr. Dodd, Do you recall what they were in prison for? } 

i 

Mr, McKeown. Political purposes. That is the only j 

thing I know, j 

f 

Mr. Dadd,‘.(^ere they Americans? j 

i 

Mr, McKeown. I think they were Cubauis with naturalize- j 
tion /Americans , ! 

I 

Mr, Dodd, During the period — what was your probation • 

j I 

I period again, the time you were on probation? How long a j 
j period? I 

j Mr, McKeown. Five years. 

! 

I 

Mr, Dodd. ' Funning from? 
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Mr. McKewn. *58, *59. r do not 
Mr. Dodd, rntil 1953? 

Mr* McKeown. Soi&ething lU^e that. 

Mr. Dodd. Who vas your proBatlon officer? 

Mr. McKeown. Mr. Fields, emd then when I would come 
to Miami/ I would cone back to Miami/ but I would always 
have to get permission and X could not s.tay but a certain 
length of time, mid X had to let theim know where I would be 
when X was there. And I would have to check in the minute 
I got here to Mr. Robinson in Miami. ! 

Mr. Dodd. Row often did you see your probation officer^ 
Mr. McKeown. Every month 2 md then he got to liking 
me a little bit and he said, you do not need to come up 
here every month. You can just fill out the form and mail 

It. 1 

1 

Mr. Dodd, When did that occur? j 

Mr. McKecwn. About two and a half yeeurs after I was 
on probation. Me and him got to be pretty good friends / this 
fellow Fields, 

} 

Mr.Dodd. You went to his office to report? j 

Mr. McKeown, Yes. He was in the Post Office Building, j 
Ke was the on^ X really thought X was going to go to Cuba, \ 
but he was the one vrfio blocked it. Maybe if X had gotten to ! 
go to Cuba/ X could have told you a lot more. But X did not ; 

t 

get to go. ' 
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Mr, Dodd, When you met with Mr. Fields and made j 

your reports to him, did he solicit information from you j 

regarding activities involving Cuba? Did he ask you any 
specific information about whether you were having any 
contacts with, people who were soliciting aissistzmce? 

Mr. McKeown, We discussed a lot of things, you know? 

As a matter of fact, he drank a lot he really dreuik a 
lot. H.e was a pretty good fellow. But he told me, Mac, if 
you couid get to Cuba you could mahe a lot of money, could 

I 

you not? I 

And I said, yeah, I believe I could, but I would not 

just get up and go over there, you know, like two or three 

people I know did. 

MTt Dodd, Did he ask you specifically whether people 
were coming to you to talk about contacts with Castro or the i 

i 

Castro government? | 

Mr, McKeown. Not very often. He asked me, do you hear | 

I 

from any of your Cuban friends, or something like that, and l| 

Scdd no, I would not tell him, if I did, | 

Hut X was pretty good on that probation, I will be j 

frank with you, I sure did not want to do anything wrong, 

X did not do anything wrong, I lived it out five years, i 

Mr. Dodd, Let us suspend for just a moment, ! 

CFausel, 

Mr. McKeown, I would ask you if you would return to this! 
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1 room^ let us say at 1:30, It is nov 12:05, The Committee 

2 will stand in recess until 1:30, 

3 (Whereupon, at 12:05 p,m,, the Subcommittee recessed, 
•t I to reconvene at 1:30 p.ra, this same day,) 
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AFTER RECESS 


I 

I 

Cl; 50 p*m,I 1 


Mr. Dodd, We will proceed from where we were this 
morning at the time that we took the luncheon recess • I will 
just have one other question I would like to pursue with { 
you, Mr. McKeown, then I will ask counsel to proceed and 
hopefully^ we will complete in relatively^ short order, 

Mr, Appel, I would liidce to make a request of the | 

Committee now, that in view of tPie fact that Mr. McKeown’s 
counsel of choice is not here, I would like to request a 
copy of the of the transcript and uhder the Committee Rule 
3.36, Section 9, the witness may be provided with a trans- 
cript of testimony given in Executive Session if the 
Committee would allow it, I would like to request that now. 

Mr. Dodd, I am advised by counsel that the Rules of i 
the Committee are that not until the sessions are public I 

will the transcript of any Executive Session be loade avails- j 

1 

hie to witnesses other than to review the statements, which 
counsel can do, At such time with the minutes of these 

i 

meeting, the substance of these meetings, become public j 

i 

information, then at that time, the transcript can he had | 
by the witness, j 

Mr, Appel, Mr, Chairman, you are referring to Rule ! 

3, 8 » under Rule .3.36, subsection 9, the Committee may 
authorize that a transcript be given. It is clearly ! 
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indicated in the rules* 

Mr. Dodd. As a policy of the committee, we have not 
done that as long as we are in Executive Session, a process 
which this Coimaittee is now^ engaged, so it would be after 
that. But if you would like to see a copy of it, of the 
treuascript, you may do that in the offices of the Cominittee. 

Is that clear? 

Mr* Appel, Yes, 

X would like to make a request under Rule 3 ,^ that we 
be notified when the transcript is complete, 

Mr. Dodd, Yes. 

Mr.-yMcKeown, the last series of qxieetiona, X think you 
answered them hut I would like to pursue it once more, 
because it has to do with the statemehts you have made in 
the past reg2urding the fact, the allegaiton, rather, that | 
there were one or more United States Senator involved with 
the s^U.e or shipment of arms to Cuba* 

I would like to ask you again whether or not you have 
any specific knowledge dis to that allegation and, if so, who 
those United States Senators were, 

... I 

Mr, McKeown. Well, I heard by the gr2kpevine that there j 
were a couple of Senators mixed up with the getting of the j 

anna, but who they were, I do not know. If I did, I would * 

tell you, 

Mr, Dodd, Who did you hear that from? 
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Mr. McKeown • Prio. | 

Mr. Dodd. Was there anybody else, to your knowledge, 
who would be privy to that sajne rumor? 

Mr. McKeown. No, not as I can recollect. Nobody S 2 d.d 
anything more about it. 

The way it came up 1 said, boy, you're sure getting a 
lot of arms, I sai.d, how are you getting all this money? 

He says, 1 have connections in Washington, 

Mr. Dodd. How did he happen to bring the word 
Senators? Connections in Washington could be anything, 

Mr. McKeown, The way it was, he was trying to get 
the United States government to recognize a govemment in 
exile do you tinders tamd? 

Mr, Dodd, Yes. 

Mr, McKeown, at that ttiae. And he told me that he { 

1 

might be ahle to get it through.' As a matter of fact, they j 
never did get it through, but he said there were a couple 
of Senators helpihg-him out. Who the Senators were, he 
never said and I never asked him, 

Mr. Dodd. Would you be aware of any other individual 
who might also have heard that same rumor who would have | 

heard it frcm Mr. Prio? i 

! 

Mr, McKeown, I do not know, because him auid I were by ! 
ourselves when that conversation came up, X do not know 
of anybody. He might have told guite a number of people thatt 
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I do not know. I really do not know, 

Mr. Doddy may I go back again? Since we have made 
this little break — you know I have never been before the 
Warren Commission, as you know. I am sure you know that. 

Mr. Dodd, I know that, 

Mr. McKeown. This gentleman from the FBI that came out 
to the office where I worked and then I went up to him, I 
know, 1 am almost positive — of coxxrse, it has been a long 
time, you know but I am almost positive that the word 
Oswald did not even come into the picture, and 1 stayed 
there with him, I would venture to say two hours. 

And in this Warren Commission, I got a copy of it, 
there was only one word in there about Oswald, the testimony 
that X made, Xt was that X did not know Oswald, That was 
all that was in there, if you read it, I am sure you have, | 

i 

But after X get to thinking — > I told attorney here j 
down when we were eating ^ I get thinking and thinking 
about this. All he was interested in was Jack Ruby, He 
was really Interested in Ruby, But the word Oswald, X do not 
even think it came into the picture. If it did, I really — 
really, X would Be almost to God with you, if I remember | 
back right, he did not hardly mention Oswald, | 

I 

Mr, Dodd, You never voluntarily j 

Mr ,McKeawn, No , 

Mr, Dodd, made mention of Mr. Oswald? 
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Mr, McKeown, Not voluntarily. j 

i 

He sat me down there and he says^ you answer the ques- | 
tiona I ask you and he saya, j\iat tell the truth, that’s 
all. I know you are not implicated in this. 

Rut he says, just tell loe how much did you talk to 
Ruby , J ack R\iBy? 

That was what he told me, and he was really he wanted 
to know more about Jack R\iby than anything else. That is 
almost all he talked eibout, was Jack Ruby, 

Mr. Dodd, Mr. Fithian? 

Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr, Chairman, j 

Mr, McKeown, as you know, we are trying very hard to I 
get all of the story and all of the facts that pertain to 
the assassination of the late President Kennedy. I realize, 

and you have mentioned on two or three occasions today, that | 

I 

has been quite a long time ago, A fellow’s mind plays ! 

tricks on him over the years, 

3$r, McKeown. Let me answer that. 

Mr, Fithian, I will make a couple of comments, then I 
vaAt to ask you a questions. j 

t 

It is hard to remember back. It is hard for me to j 

j 

remember back three terms ago. What I want to ask you, you ! 
may not be able to answer with a great deal of assurance I 

that you are r^ht, or firmness. But is it possible that 

I 

due to the fact that you did meet Jack Ruby and therefore, ! 


25 
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] ; were one of the few Americans who were in contact with a j 

2 I person very directly related to his assassination, and 

3 then subsequently you have seen movies or television programs 
i or radio programs, you have loohed at the Warren Report, 

5 ; all of the discussion 

I 1 

6 1 Mr. McKeown, I did not loofc at thd Warren Report, I 

7 just got my testimony through this FBI agent. 

3 j Mr. Fithlan. Yes. 

9 j What I eun getting at is this . Is it possible that 

10 1 your memory that you met Oswald could be wrong? 

ill Mr. McKeown, Axe you trying to say — or maybe I am 

12 1 mis unde rst£uiding you — that Oswald did not come to see 

13 me? Is that what you are referring to? 

Id Mr, Fithlan, I am trying to eis certain whether or not 

15 : certain tricks of the mind c^u^n6t sort of piroject backwards j 

Id ; for ten or fifteen years and come up with something that j 

17 you believe to be true cind you visualize to be true, hut j 

I 

18 it is very hard to nail it down. It is hard to prove this, | 

19 1 am not saying that you are wrong or right, X am just j 

20 I asking, whether or not, in your own judgment, thinking back j 

2^ to that time, tha:t maybe Jack Ruby only came to see you ! 

!| I 

I once, or once or twice, and then frittered out of the picture!, 

^*1 I i 

! and as you got to thinking about it more and more, it loomed • 

I larger in your mind than it really la, 

; Sometimes that happens to all of us, .am not in any j 


44-105 0 


79 


48 



746 


way, putting you down. I 2un just asking you whether or not 
this Is possible that what now seeins to be a very important 
event,' that is, you talk to Jack Ruby several times, you 
saw Lee Harvey Oswald — I am wondering if it is a possibil- 
ity that that has just grown in your own view to something 
that really exceeds the reality? 

I would appreciate your comment on that. 

Mr . McKeown , All right , 

When a President of the United Shates is maliciously 
killed, like Mr. Kennedy was. President Kennedy, and you 
see somebody^ on the television that you had talked to, that 
is very, very pressing on your mind. Do you understand what 
I mean? You cannot for get tf^t. 

There are a few other things maybe you can forget, 

Mr. Fithian, Let me interrupt right there, I tried to 
put myself in your position, ffere is a person who h 2 is 
talked with Jack Ruby, who knows Fidel Castro personally, 
who, like every American of our age, was absolutely stunned 
by the news that President Kennedy had been assassinated, 

Mr. McKeown. I cried like a baby. 

Mr. Fithian, You could Blot it out, the whole world, 
in our conscious memory, 

I find it almost totally unbelievable that, given 
someone lilce yourself, who took the President’s death as 
tragically as any of us, would subsequently sit down with a 
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member of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and talk and | 
ansver the questions — nov, you vere not on trial. They 
were not pressuring you, you were not pressuring them, 

I find it almost unbelievable, in retrospect, that 
during the course of that discussion with, an agent of the 
highest law enforcement group in the United States, that 
you would overlook the fact that you had seen Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

If it Is so graphic, the death of President Kennedy, as 
it was on all of ois, it would seem to me that there is not j 

one chance in 1Q,QQQ that you would sit down with a member 
of the FBI and just casually terminate the inquirey in the 
discussion of Jack Ruby and not even think to mention the 
fact that you had indeed in the presence of the President’s 
killer who was now claiming to be the only assassin of j 

President Kennedy, j 

That is the only problem I am having with your testis 

mony. 

Mr, McKecwn. Well, I really cannot expalin it to you. 

The only thing I can say, like I told Dan Rather, he asked | 
me the same question you are asking me ai^out Oswald, and | 

what he could not figure out is ^y the Warren Commission didj 
not call me and ask me about Oswald, ; 

Mr, Fithian, Do you knowhow the President was killed? ’ 
Did you know that he was shot with a rifle? You axe aware of! 
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that^ are you not? j 

i 

Mr. McKeown , X read it in th.e paper, j 

Mr. Fithian, That is what I mean. It was reported, [ 

I 

flashed over the news, draunatically • j 

Now you say, had you been in contact, personal contact ! 
in your home, with the President’s assassin, but you tell 
this Coimnittee that the President’s assassin had pushed you 
to buy rifles. 

Surely, even in the most casual connections between yourj 

I 

talking with Oswald in person, right there in your home, 
his asking you to sell him the high'^powered rifle with 
scopes, and the fact that the President of the United States 
was killed by a high-powered rifle with scopes and the 
fact of your being subsequently being eisked by the FBI to 
tell-tlMsm all you know. j 

I find it just incredible that you can sit there for | 

five minutes, let alone two hours, or whatever it was, and j 

1 

not think of the fact that it was important to the Federal j 
Bureau of Investigation, that it was important to the United * 

States government, that it was important to the Araericzm j 

i 

people, that you had been asked by the killer of the Presiden-f: 
to sell him a rifle, | 

I am just ' — ^ I am trying hard to believe you, but I am 
telling you, that is hard to believe. 

Mr, McKeown, X am going to tell you something. You’d 
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better believe jne. Because r am telling the truth and know 
it as well as I am sitting here that that FBI man I do 
not think he asked -roe about Oswald, 

Mr. Fithiam, I do not douBt that at all, 

Mr. McKeown. I do not Believe he asked me one word 
about Oswald. 

Mr. Fithi2m. He had no reason to ask you about Oswald, 
did he? Your own known connection 

Mr, McKeown, He told me to begin with to answer the 
questions: he asked me. That is ^at he told you, 

Mr, Fithian, Your only khoYm connection, to that man 
interrogating you, your only known connection, suspected 
connection, was could you give them a couple ot pieces ot 
the mosaic so that they would know a little bit more about 
Jack Ruby, That is the only reason they were talking to 
you, is that they knew that you knew Jack Ruby and that you 
had possibly met Jack Ruby, 

i 

$o there was no way that they would, out of the clear 
blue sky , know that you had any contact with Oswald, 

It seems to ^me that, in your love of the President, your 
thought for the President, your concern for the whole issue, 

I Just repeat, X cannot believe that you would not, at some 
time before you got up and walked out of that room, say, by 

the way, I also met Oswald, or something to that effect, 

Mr, McKeown, I wish T had. The only reason I did not 
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tell hijn was because he did not ask jne , and that is the ■ 

1 

God*s truth. He did not ask me. The only thing he was | 

asking me about was Jack Ruby, | 

Mr, Fithian. In your discussion with Mr. Rather — j 

i 

do you remember that? The Dem Rather CBS program? [ 

! 

The trcinscript of your discussion with Mr, Rather has 
your saying this: ^Rather: ’Did you talk to the FBI about 

Oswald’s coming to see you?’" That is his question, "Did 
you talk to the FBI 2d)out Oswald’s coming to see you," 

i 

Your response to him, to Mr, Rather; "McKeown. *1 > 

I 

think they did ask me if I knew Oswald, I think that I told ' 

I I 

j them I did not know him, never heard of him, or something 

like that 4, I aun not sure. It was up in the Federal Building 
up in Houston where they asked me to ccme up there am.d, of 

course, I was scared, you know, aind nervous"^ too,’" and j 

1 

I understand that, j 

Now we have three versions:. We have one in which We*''. | 

i 

have the FBI Report, We have one here in a very recent | 

interview of you by Mr. Rather in which you say yes, you j 

think that they did ask you cibout Oswald and you told them ! 
that you. did not know him or had not met him, 

' And now, the third version comes to this Committee where 

you seem very sure that you had met Oswald, or you seem very ^ 
sure that you recognized him on the television screen. That ■ 

il 

:j is, that picture might have been at the time when he was 
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being assassinated by Jack Ruby, You can hardly in2dce it 
out, let alone match it up with somebody you have seen 
several years ago* 

Mr. McKeown. The picture I was looking at was pretty 

good, 

Mr. Fithian, Why did you tell Mr. Rather in this 
transcript; "I think I told them I did not know him, never 
heard of him, or something like that," 

Mr, McKeown, Why did I tell Mr, Rather that? 

Mr, Fithian, Yes. Why did you tell Mr, Rather some^ 
thing so shockingly different than you are telling me right 
now? 

Mr, McKeown, I really do not know. I will tell you, 

Dan Rather is a very forward man, as you know, and he was 

1 

popping questions to me well, as a matter of fact, the j 

j 

program was on the TV for about fifteen minutes and I was | 

down there eight days with him, so you can iinderstand, j 

I 

Mr. Fithian, Mr. McKeown, I guess I ceuinot understand, 

I guess I cannot understand, because we are dealing with the 
events surrounding the assassination of a man that you and 
X both loved and admired and resipected and revered, and I | 
;Just do not want you, or anybody else, mucking this story or i 
making up this story or trying to rewrite history for commer- | 

cial gain., or anything else that might^be motivating you here,; 

1 

because your story then and your story to Rather and your ! 
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Story novc^ thiey do not square with one another. 

That is why X was very gentle, at the outset ot my 
questioning, in asking you whether you thought it was 
possible that the mind over the years plays tricks on you. 

Do you think that is possible novr, given this obvious 
direct confrontation between what you said v;lth the FBI, whatj 
you told Dan Rather, 2 Uid what you are how telling me and 
the rest of this Committee? 

Hr. McKeown, Well, I told you at this Coranjittee about 

i 

the man knocking on my door and he ceuae in, I invited hdm j 
in. Kim and this other gentlenjem. I told you that. That 
is the truth. 

Now, if that was not the truth, how come Sam Neal calls 
me up from avbout 1,0Q(7 miles away and tells me that is the 

guy who was at your house? j 

! 

Hr. Pithian, I do not know. That is one of those ! 

unanswered questions. I 

Mr. McKeown. I know it was him. ! 

i 

Mr. Fithiein, The scuoe question X have asked you twice j 
new, if that was true, how could you sii: through an FBI | 

questioning and not tell the FBI that you knew this man or j 

that you had met him, or how co\ild you tell Dan Rather one | 

1 

thing and this Committee another? Because those dates are ; 
not all that far apart, 

Mr, McKeown, To be frank with you, I will tell you, ■ 



753 


1 

2 
3 


6 

7 

g 

9 

10 

n 

12 

13 

!i 

15 

la 

17 

!8 


19 


20 

21 


23 


24 ;| 


;i 


Dem Rather — | 

Mr. Fithian. I am serving, just temporarily, as the | 
Chairman of this Subcommittee. I am not the Chairm£m. I 2 un 
speeUcing as just one member. 

Let me remind you that you are here under immunity 

j 

granted by a court of the United States and therefore, for 
any gunrunner violation of parole, any and all of those 
things, any criminality, we czuinot act. But, Mr. McKeown, i 
we can act, as a Committee of the United States Congress, 

t 

if you lie to us. We can act* if you try to obstruct our 
efforts to get at the whole story for whatever reason. 

You do understand that? 

Mr. McKeown. And I am sure — 

Mr . Fithian. I am going to ask you again, did you 
meet with Lee Harvey Oswald? j 

Mr. McKeown. At ray door. j 

Mr. Fithian. Are you sure you met Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown. Positive. • 

i 

Mr. Fithian. Did you intentionally — ! 

I 

Mr. McKeown. He did not say Harvey. He said Lee Oswald.; 

i 

Mr. Fithian. Did you intentionally keep this informa- 
tion from the Federal Bureau of Investigation? 1 

Mr. McKeown. No, I did not. 

Mr. Fithian. Did you intentionally conceal this infor- 
mation from the FBI? 
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Mr# McKeown, No, I did not. | 

Mr. Fithian. Did you intentionally mislead Mr. Rather [ 

in a CBS interview? | 

I 

Mr. McKeown. If I did, it was unbeknownst to me if I 
did that. The only thing he asked me — the thing that he 

! 

was more interested in was 2 ibout the guy wanting the four 
guns. That is \riiat he was more interested in than anything. 

And I told him, just like I told you, that he caune 
back twice. He was there and then he came back. 

As far as me getting lay story mixed up, maybe I got it | 

I 

mixed up. You know what I mean. How long has it been? | 

I 

It’s been about 16 years, has it not, around there. From the | 

time that this has happened, I have lost one of ray lungs, I 1 

i 

have lost all of ny stomach amd I have been sick ever since, t 

I 

practically. j 

I 

I lost every damn job I get because of it, on account j 

of it, and that*s the truth. I got a good job down at the j 

1 

Reynolds Aluminum Company, Corpus Christi, as a projects j 

engineer, assistant projects. As soon as they found out thatj 

t 

I was mixed up in this business they fired me. Every job j 

I 

I have got, I got fired from the pump company as soon as | 

the FBI came out there. I 

Mr. Fithian. Do you think that this whole event owes 1 
you something, then? Is that what you are saying? 

Mr, McKeown. What do they owe me? It does not owe me ! 
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1 

nothing. 

2 

Mr, Fithian, I am sorry, I aua not following your 

2 

e3q)lanation as to why you told Mr, Rather something, one 

- 

thing, and you are telling us amother. 

5 I 

Mr. McKeown, What am I telling you except what I told 

6 

him? I aiQ. just telling you the man caune to my door. 

7 

Mr, Fithian, You are telling Mr, Rather here that the 

3 ; 

FBI did, indeed, aisk you if you knew Oswald aind you are 


telling me that the FBI never did raise the question, and 

10 

that is why you did not tell them. That is what you are 

!1 

saying. 


Mr. McKeown. I think that is what I said. 


Mr, Fithian. In our transcript here in the last fifteen 

u 1 

j 

or twenty minutes that is all you have told me over and over 

I 

again, all day today and on two or three different occasions i 

1 

16 : 

you said that the reason you did not mention Lee Harvey 

H 

Oswald is that the FBI never raised the question. j 

!8 ' 

1 

Well, very recently you told Dan Rather something 180® | 

19 : 

opposite that. You said they asked the question — j 

20 

Mr. McKeown, Maybe he put them words in ray mouth, 1 

1 

21 

you knew. He's pretty good — ! 


■) i 

ij Mr, Fithi 2 Ui. I am trying not to put 2 my words in your j 

Ij mouth., I am trying to stick to the straight story here, ! 


Ij I am having a lot of difficulty, first on the basis 

it 

il of juAt — 


25 
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Mr, McKeown, I certainly do not want to cause you j 

i 

any trouble. 

Mr. Fithian. Will you rethink your answer just on the 
basis of the logic of it. Someone who was alert to inter- 
national affairs, political affairs, as you were, the most 
dramatic, searing thing that happened in American society, 
the assassination of an extraordinarily popular handsome 
young President, shocked the society down right to its 
roots , 

As one of the few people in the whole United States whOfi 
now you tell us, was in contact with the assassin of the 
President and with the person who killed the President* s 
assassin, you are later questioned by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and you just conveniently do not tell them thatj 

you know anything 2 dbout Oswald, j 

! 

I cannot find any explanation for that. Can you, in ! 
your own mind, find emy reason? 

Mr .McKeown. I agree with you, 

Mr. Fithiem. It is so implausible, 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, it sure as hell — I look at it the 
[ same way eis you. If he had asked me, I certainly would have i 

i ; 

told him. 1 do not knew. You see. Ruby came to my place I 
! long before the assassination. i 

Mr. Fithian. I understand that, 

; I 

I Mr. McKeown, I believe that I went up there before the | 



757 



assassination, about Ruby. Hell, I don't know. I am so 
confused, I do not know whether I was up there before the 
assassination or after the assassination. 

Mr^ Fithian. Talking to the FBI? 

Mr. .McKeown. Yes , Do you have it wrote down there? 

Mr. Purdy. The only account we have is Janueory 28, 

1964. 

Mr, Fithian. This would have been 1964, the next 
calendar year after President Kennedy has been assassinated. 

I 

Mr. McKeown. I sure wish — you do not know how bad I I 

i 

wish I could tell you whether I told him that or not, I 
rdially wish I could tell you that. I might have told him 
that. 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. McKeown, I look upon you as a good 
citizen and somebody who is willing to try to help this Com- j 
mittee get all the facta laid out on the table, and I wish j 

you would just think very, very carefuly, eibout \^at you j 

i 

told the Committee. j 

I do not know you, I have never met you before and I | 
might never seen you again, but between the two or us, we j 
are going to have to write the final chapter of the history j 
of this event, as to the cir exams tances surroxanding the death j 
of John Kennedy, | 

I would not want to go to ray grave misleading the ! 

1 

American pxablic, I do not think you do either. ! 
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Mr, McKeown* I do not, either. i 

Mr, Fithiem, I ask you, just as em Airierican to give 
some thought to your answer and not to mislead this 
Committee, because the circumstances are getting so over- | 
whelming, as I think about this matter, the rules of this j 
Committee is going to allow you five minutes at the end of j 
all of the questioning to try to reflect on this and try to • ; 
set the record straight on anything that you think you have 
given us the wrong impression on. 

Mr, Chaimi2m, I have been pressing the witness, in your | 
absence, very hard because it just seems so in^lausible to 
me that a person, who, at his age and mind was so struck by 
the assassination of the President that he would forget in a 
conversation with the FBI, forget the fact that the Presi- j 

dent's assassin had been in his home, had been in his home j 

1 

trying to buy a high-powered rifle, and knowing the Presidentj 

was killed by a high-powered rifle, j 

j 

And I am asking basically whether or not it is a trick j 
of the mind to sort of think that, and embellish the story, j 
It is like going on a fishing trip. You think back on it, ! 

I 

in ten years, you do not reraerober all the times you did not ! 
catch anything, but the fish grows. j 

I 2un wondering if there is not that human psychological : 
element at work here, because I cannot find emy other explema- 
tion for it, and I do not know whether you cem or not, ; 
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1 

Mr. McKeown. I wish I could, j 

2 

i 

Mr. Pithian, Why do you not, just in your own mind, | 

3 1 

try to tell us what you really think 'happened. 

4 1 

Mr. McKeown. What I think happened? 

- i 

Mr. Pithian, Yes. 

6 

Mr. McKeown. About the way that the President was 

7 

killed? In my opinion? 

3 1 

Mr. Pithian. How many time did Jack Ruby visit you? 

9 j 

Mr. McKeown. Three or four times. 

10 i 

1 

Mr. Pithian. And tell us whether you are absolutely 1 

i 

sure whether the person who came to your door was Lee Harvey | 

'M 

Oswald. 

13 

Mr. McKeown. At that time, I was in pretty good health 

u i 

j 

emd I would swear on a Bible — and I am a believer in the ] 

1 

15 ; 

Bible, and I believe in the Lord and Jesus Christ — that j 

1 

1o i 

1 

it was Lee Harvey Oswald who came to ray door. ! 


Mr. Pithian. Tell ms ^y you did not tell the invest!- | 

IS 

gators that at the time? Give us something that is more j 

19 

reasonable than we have. 1 

20 

Mr. McKeown, Mr. Pithian, I do not know why. If you j 

21 

1 

ji want to know the honest-to-God truth, like I told you, I do 

22 

1 not think you ask me. Maybe he did. I do not know. I do 

23 

i 

j not know. I swear if I knew I would tell you, I really would 

24 

j tell you, because you do not know — I am an Irishman and 

25 

i 


Kennedy is an Irishman and if there was anything in the world; 
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1 ; 

2 I 



24 


I could do to help you solve this, I would do it. Just j 

like I talked to you ad^out getting this phonecall about me 
not mentioning that this Latin was not with Oswald, but I 
told you he was with him, you see, and I could have not 
told you that. But I am not afraid. 

Mr. Fithian, I understand that, but as just one Irish- 

I 

man to another, there is a great deal of sympathy amd 
empathy and feeling for a great Irish President. I do not 
vant you to leave here today doing anything to get the story 
so out of focus that nobody is ever going to know. This is 
only one small piece of it, but you are on the verge of get- 
ting the story out of focus so nobody is ever going to know. 

I do not think that you* want that on ydur conscience, 

Mr, McKeown, I sure do not. 1 

Mr. Fithian, Let me ask you if this FBI report is not | 

t 

accurate, or is accurate. ! 

i 

Mr. McKeown. Do you have the FBI report? j 

Mr* Fithian. I have it right in my hand. | 

Mr, McKeown, What does it say? Reeul it to me. j 

Mr, Fithian, It says: "He [McKeown] remarked he is | 

not certain that the above-described telephone call from i 
Dallas or the man who personally appeared at the J&M drive- } 
in was identical with the Jack Ruby who killed Lee Harvey i 
Oswald. " 

Then, "to his knowledge, he has never seen or met Lee j 
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Harvey Oaw 2 ild," 

That report was written at that time, that day, when 
you finished that ooiiversation. You must have told them 
then that, to your knowledge, you had never met or had never 
seen, Lee Harvey Oswald, Is that not reasonable for this 
Committee to expect, that your memory would have been better 
15 years ago theui it is now, and that 15 years ago when 
you were indeed asked by the FBI whether you had any knowl- 
edge of Lee Harvey Oswald, you said, to your knowledge, , you 
had never seen or met Lee Harvey Oswald, Is that not the 
truth, rather than what we are hearing today? 

Mr. McKeown. If that is the truth, that is a lie, 
because I did see Lee Harvey Oswald. If that, is the truth, 
what he says in his report, that I said that I did not know 
Lee Haurvey Oswald, I want to be truthful and I want to tell 
you that the bastard who came to ray door was Lee Harvey 
Oswald. It was him. It was him. It was him. 

I am positive, 

Mr. Fithian, Areyou sure, projecting back mentally, 
the mind’s eye, the mind’s image, that is where we start on 
I this. I am concerned that is what has really happened, I 
I am not accusing you of lying, I am just accusing you of 


thinking wrong, of trying to embellish the story now, 
it better than it really was, maJce your own rule more 
important, more central, than it really was. Because 


to make \ 

1 

the ! 


il 


44-105 0 - 79-49 
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best evidence that we have is, at that time, you did not ’ 

I 

think that you had ever met Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Mr, McKeown, Was it in 1964? 

i 

Mr, Fithian. 1964. 

i 

Mr. McKeown, The President was killed in 1962, was he | 

i 

not? I 

Mr, Fithian. *63, j 

Mr. McKeown, *63, | 

Mr, Fithian. This was just a few months, two, three ! 

i 

months, two months, about 60 to 90 days after the President 
was killed, j 

Would not your memory have been better than it is now 
of the events? 

Mr. McKeown. It probably would, 

Mr, Fithian, Which do you really think is the accurate j 

I 

story? j 

Mr, McKeown, You want my own opinion of it? j 

i 

Mr. Fithian, I want your own, j 

Mr, McKeown, I do not believe he asked me if I knew | 

Lee Harvey Oswald, I actually do not believe he asked me, | 

! 

Whether he said he did and what: is there on that paper is | 


22 j well enough, I cannot remember him asking rue, 

T3 ] Mr, Fithian. In two out of three opportunities you 


2d :| have had to talk about this you came down on the seime side. 


Onoe^ when you were talking with the FBI when you said to 
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your icnowledge you never saw, nor met, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Th.e second time you came down with this was when Dan Rather 
asked you the question and I read you the quotation from 
the script that Dan Rather has of your testimony to him. 

Mr. McKeown. That I told the FBI that I knew Lee 
Harvey Oswald, 

Mr, Fithian. Here, I will read it to you again. 

The first time that you commented on this was at the 
FBI hearing where you said, to your knowledge, you had never 
seen or met Lee Harvey Oswald, 

The second time that you talked 2dxout this story was 
when Dan Rather asked you the question, Dan Rather said: 

"Did you talk to the FBI about Oswald coming to see you?" 
And you said, "I think they did ask me if I knew Oswald. I 
think I toid them I did not know him, never heard of them, 
or something like that." 

Those two stories match, but what you are telling me 
today does not square with that. 

Has anyone suggested to you a line of discussion that 
you ought to take with this Coitmiittee? 

Mr . McKeown . No . 

Mr. Fithian, No one has talked to you about your 
testimony? 

Mr. McKeown. 


Mr. Fithian 


The only one I talked to was Mr. Fonzi, 
You have not talked with your attorney? 
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Mr, Appel. ,We have not had time. 

Mr, Fithictn, You and Mr, Lane have had conversations 
about this? 

Mr. McKeovm, More or less. 

Mr, Fithian, You have talked to Mr. Lane? 

Mr, McKeovm, The only thing we talked about was when 
he came to my house, 

Mr. Fithian. He came to your house for what purpose? 

Mr. McKeown, To see if I could get him some bazookas 
and machine guns . 

Mr, Fithian. I cim sorry, I did not hear that. 

Mr , “^McKeown . He wanted me — 

Mr, Dodd, You are talking about Mr, Lane? 

Mr, Fithizm. Mr. Mark Lcine, your attorney, 

Mr. McKeown, What do you want to know about him? 

Mr, Fithicui. I am just asking, I asked you whether 
you had two testimonies lined up, that is, you have the FBI 
material and you have the Dan Rather material, and I now 
was asking you whether you had talked to anybody else about 
your possible testimony before this Committee and your 
present attorney says that he has not talked to you about 
it, and I am sure that he just met you today. 

Arid you said you talked to someone else, Mr. Fonzi, 

And you did talk to Mark Lane eibout your testimony/- is that 


correct? 
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Mr, McKeown. Is Mr, Fonzi here now? Maybe he can 
recall if I told him that I talked — I am so confused, 

Mr, Fithian. Let me recognize counsel and let them 
pursue this series. Perhaps I have juirped ahead of where 
we wanted to be in the questioning, 

Mr. Chairman, I just could not believe that an American 
of Irish descent — the Chairman is Irish — and that an 


10 


\2 


13 

14 

15 
lo 
17 
!8 

19 

20 
21 


33 


24 

25 


American of Irish descent who had respect 2 uid admiration for 
John Kennedy, as our witness has today, could be interroga- 
ted by the FBI and happen to overlook the fact that Lee 
Harvey Oswald had been at his home trying to buy a high- 
powered rifle and, 50 days after the President is killed, he 
is being asked this by the FBI and finding it incredible — 

Mr. Dodd. I can only say that, Mr, Fithian, my good 
friend, I am sure that the witnesses desire to be fully can-r 
did and honest about his testimony, the fact that he is an 
Irishman and I am an Irishman, lends no credence whatsoever 
to our witness's veracity. We will leave that for another 
day. 

Mr. Fithian, I guess I want to piclt up the line of 
questioning to counsel as to how did Dan Rather pick you out 
of 214 million people and start this whole business talking 
to you anyway, 

Mr. Dodd, If the gentleman would yield? 

Counsel, why do you not proceed with that line of 
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questioning? | 

! 

Mr. Fithian. I will let counsel taice the questioning j 

i 

from here, but I will get back into this before the night 
is out, Mr. Chairman. 

I 

Mr. Dodd, I have a feeling that you will, j 


Counsel? 

Mr. Purdy, Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr, McKeown, you were about to begin responding to a 
question as ho how you first made contact with Mr. Rather 
for the CBS Special? 

Mr. McKeown, I was sitting at home and a lady called 
me by the name of Harriet Rubin and she was in Dallas, 

Texas and I was in Miami amd she asked jrae if this was the 
McKeown that used to live in Houston amd I said yes. j 

She said thait she was with ”60 Minutes,” she was j 

I 

representing Mike Wallace, and X said, what is this? A bunchj 
of baloney? X thought it was just a hoax, j 


She said no. I would like to come down there to Miami | 
and she was a researcher for CBS, That was what she was. j 

She worked in the research department. So she came, 1 

! 

And she called me up. She checked into the "Four ! 

Ambassadors," So I drove over there euid we went up to her j 

room and she had a taperecording and I just told her about ‘ 

what happened . 

Mr, Purdy, Mr, McKeown, how was it that she found out 
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about you? | 

Mr, McKeowJi, I do not know. I asked her. I said how 
did you find out about it? She said, your naiae is already 
in the Warren Coirmiission. She said you might as well tell 
me about it. They are going to call you up before the 
Committee and you will have to tell them. 

Mr. Purdy. What Committee was that? 

Mr, McKeown. I guess this one, 

Mr. Purdy, In 1975, this Committee was not in existence, 

Mr, McKeown. I do not know. She says, you are going 
to have to go before some Committee. 

Mr, Purdy, Was anybody with you at the time? 

Mr, McKeown, "No, I was by myself, 

Mr, Purdy, Just you and Harriet Rubin? 

Mr, McKeown, Right, | 

i 

I 

Mr, Purdy, No one else present? 

Mr , McKeown , Nobody . 

Mr. Purdy, Was anybody else present during any 
you had with Miss Rubin? 

Mr, McKeown. Prio, When her and I went up to Carlos j 

Prio's house and it was nothing eibout veil, yes, it was | 

ahout. the assassination. It was about this Spanish guy j 

coming with Oswald , you know what I mean? I 

Mr. Purdy, About the Spanish guy coming with Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown. Coming with him, was with him, and I called 


meetingsj 
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Prio off into the next room and asked him, do you think thatj 

I 

I should tell this woman anything aUiout all of that? He j 

said yes. The more trouble you can get Castro in, do it, j 

I 

That is what he said, 

Mr. Purdy, How would that get Castro in trouble? j 

Mr. McKeown. Well, I do not ’know, | 

Mr, Purdy, Did Miss Rubin ask you cibout the Oswald j 

meeting, or did you first suggest it to her? | 

Mr. McKeown. No. She asked me on the phone, she says, 

I understand Jack Ruby came to see you and all this and 
- all that, and I told her yes. And she says-, did Oswald 
come to see you? 

I said yes, he came to my door. 

Mr. Purdy. Was that the first time that you had ever 
spoken who was not an acquaintance of yours? 

Mr. McKeown, That was the first time* That has not 
been a real time ago, 

Mr. Purdy, Why did you tell her? 

Mr, McKeown, I really did not have to tell her. 

Mr. Purdy, Why did you tell her? 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know, 

Mr, Purdy. Did she know, before she asked you, that 
you had met Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown, Did she ask me if I knew Oswald? 

Mr, Purdy. Did she know that you had met Oswald before 
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she asked you 2d>out the meeting? { 

Mr. McKeovm. I do not know li she knew it or not. | 

Mr. Purdy. Do you know if £uiybody told her before she 
talked to you that you had met Oswald? j 

>?r. McKeown. She told me she went and talked to 
Oswald's iQOther. 

Mr. Purdy. What did Oswald's mother say about you? 

Mr. McKeown^ She did not say; she did not tell me. 

She just told me I said, what have you been doing over 
there in Dallcis, and she said she went and talked to Lee ■ 
Harvey Oswald's mother. 

Mr, Purdy, Did Miss Rubin talked to emyone who knew 
that you had met Oswald before you told her that you had 
met Oswald? 

j 

Mr. McKeown. I do not know, 1 

Mr, Purdy, Do you think she did? | 

i 

Mr. McKeown* She acted like she did, because she asked | 

me. 

Mr. Purdy, Can you think who it might have been that 
she talked to? I 

Mr. McKeown. No, 

Mr. Purdy, Who else had you talked to about this who 
might have communicated this information to her? 

Mr, McKeown, After the assassination I talked to quite 
a few people that that dirty baat£u:d is the one who had come ; 
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to iny house. You know, I guarantee if he came to your 
housie you*d go tell somebody, 

Mr, Purdy. You told a number of people including your 
probation officer that you had met Oswald and Ruby, correct? 
Mr, McKeown, If I did, r do not remember, 

Mr, Purdy, Earlier today, you stated -- 
Mr, McKeown, I might ha.ve. 

Mr, Purdy. You stated that you told a number of 
people, including your probation officer, 

i 

Mr, McKeown, I probably did, ! 

i 

Mr, Purdy, You told them that before the FBI inter- ! 
view on February 28, 1964, is that correct? 

Mr, McKeown, To be frank with you, I do not know, I 

do not know, I 

Mr, Purdy, Earlier today you gave us quite a list of 
a number of people, some of whom you remember their names, 

some you do not, whom you believe you told you met Ruby and | 

I 

Oswald, After the assassination you told them and before j 
you talked to the FBI, is that correct? | 

Mr, McKeown, Repeat that. j 

Mr. Purdy, You told us earlier today that you talked 
with quite a number of people after the assassination. 

You told them that you had met Oswald and Ruby and you told 
these people this prior to the time you had the interview 
with the FBI? 
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Mr. McKeovrn. Yea, probably. j 

It was coitnnon knowledge, j 

Mr, Purdy, What was cammon knowledge? | 

Mr. McKeown, That Sam Neal was at my house when he 
ceune there. Sam Neal knows a thoussmd people or more there, 
and you know, he told quite a few. 

Mr. Purdy, If it was common knowledge, why did you 
hesitate to tell the FBI? 

Mr, McKeown. T just do not know, 

Mr,- Purdy, Did it ever cross your mind? 

Mr. McKeown, God Almighty, 1 certeiinly wanted to tell 
them, but I cannot remember. To be frank with you, I c 2 uinot 
remember , 

Mr. Purdy. As soQn.-;as you recognized >!r, Oswald ^lnd 
Mr. Ruby, did you consider going to the authorities to tell j 
them that Mr, Oswald had approached you to buy a high-' i 


powered rifle? 

Mr. McKeown. Did logo tp them and tell them? 

Mr. Purdy. Did you consider going to the authorities 
and tell them that shortly after the assassination. 


i 

i 

i 

t 


Mr. McKeown. Yes. j 

Mr. Purdy, Why did you not go and talk to anybody until | 
Jstnuary 28, 19ff4, two months later, i 

Mr, McKfepwn, I think you have the dates mixed up there. ■ 
1 am going to be frank with you. Like I told you, I was : 



going to lunch with this lady when the President got killed | 

i 

and we came back to the office, Now^ that was in November, 
right? 

Mr. Purdy, Right, | 

Mr, McKeown. As soon as we got back to the office — | 

I will not say it was the next day, but I will say it was | 

within two to three days that the FBI was there, | 

Mr, Purdy, They came to see you? j 

Mr, McKeown, At the office, j 

Mr, Purdy, !Tow long did the interview take? ; 

Mr, McKeown, At the office ><here I was working, | 

Mr, Purdy, Row long did that interview take? 

Mr, McKeown, It was^ no interview, 

Mr, Purdy, What transpired at that meeting? 

Mr, ^McKeown, He wanted to know if I was McKeown^ and [ 

j 

I said yes and he asked me to corae up to his office and j 

I said that I would be glad to, j 

Mr, Purdy, The record indicates that the FBI interview j 

I 

was on J 2 uiuary 28, 1?&4, Is it your contention today that j 

the record is wrong and that you did not meet with Special I 

Agent W^, F, Foltz, Jr., on January 28, 1964 when you discussed 
with him your meeting with Jack Ruby? j 

I 

Mr. McKeown. Could you repeat the question? I 

Mr. Purdy, IS it your contention today that the FBI 
report dated January 28, 1964 is incorrect in that it says i 
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you were interviewed on J 2 uiuary 2 8th, and not sooner? j 

i 

Do you have a specific present recollection that you | 

were interviewed prior to that time? | 

1 

Mr. McKeown, It seems as though I was, yes, but maybe j 
I was not, Hell, 1 do not know. 

The only thing 1 know, 1 went up to the FBI offices. 

There was not a soul in there but him 2 uid I. 

Mr. Purdy. Your present recollection is that you did 
not consider going to the authorities after the assassina*- 

1 

tion, to tell them that you had met Ruby and Oswald until ' 
you talked to the FBI in their office^ is that correct? 

Mr. McKeown, Are you trying to say that I should have 
gone up there? 

Mr, Purdy, I was asking, first of ^ali, if you considered 
going, to law enforcement authorities to tell them that you | 
knew JUiby and Oswald prior to the time that you had the two- ! 

i 

hour meeting with the FBI, j 

Mr. McKeown. I considered it, j 

Mr, Purdy, Why did you not go to the authorities? j 

Mr. MciCeown. Well, I do not know. To be frank with | 

I 

you, I do not know. Maybe X was scared or something. Maybe | 

f 

I was scared I would get Involved, or something. I do not I 

i 

Mr, Purdy, Mr, McKeown, >rfien Miss Rubin called you — ^ 

Mr, McKeown. Maybe I should have went. 


know, 
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^ ; 

Mr. Purdy, When Miss Rubin called you from CBS, did | 

2 1 

she tell you that there would be einy financial remuneration 

3 1 

to you for telling your story? 

- ! 

Mr., McKeown, No, She told me she would pay my expensesj 

5 1 

hack to Texcis. j 

0 1 

Mr, Purdy, Was there any discussion of payment beyond 

7 

expenses? 

8 ^ 

Mr, McKeown, No, They were very nice. They rented me 

9 

a room at the holiday Inn and they rented me a Rent«a-"Car. 

^0 ; 

You see, I have a sister and brother in Houston, They told | 

M ! 
1 

me I could stay an extra week and keep the rent car and 


charge it to them. 

13 

Mr, Purdy, Did anyone help you negotiate or work with 

U j 

I 

CBS? Did you have am agent of any kind? 

15 

! Mr, McKeown, No, 1 

j 

Is 

1 

Mr, Purdy, You testified earlier that you had been | 

! 

approached by British Broadcasting Company for a television | 

la 

show. Did they offer you any money? 

15 

Mr, McKecwn. Well, yes. 

20 

Mr. Purdy, How much money did they offer you? 

21 1 

Mr, McKeown, $1Q0, j 


Mr, Purdy, Is that how much they paid you? 

23 

i Mr, McKeown, Yes. | 

24 

j Mr, purdy. Did the British Broadcasting Company approach 

25 

;j you, or did you, or someone, approach them? ! 
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Mr, McKeown, They approached me. 

Mr, Purdy, Do you knov if anyone suggested to them I 
that you would be a good person for their show? 

Mr, McKeown. Not that I know of. He told me that 
they could not pay 2Uiy money on account they did not put 

1 

any commercials on over there and I said well, if it will j 
help try to solve the President’s assaissination, and find | 
out who in the hell did kill him, I would be willing to do | 
that. j 

Mr. Purdy. Did anyone give you ziny advice, prior to ! 
appearing either on CBS or BBC programs, Eibout what you were 
going to say? 

Mr. McKeown. Not a soul. As a matter of fact, my 
ex*wife, the mother of my children, she was all fgainhtiit. j 
on account I herre a son-in**law in Miami that is pretty high j 


I up in society and she did not want to let him know that I | 

I was mixed up in this. 

Tg ; Mr. Purdy, Has auiyone ever approached you with any 

I, j serious proposal providing you with money in exchange for 
2Q I information you wanted to give about the asseisslnation? | 

I 

1 Mr. McKeown, No. I wish they had. ; 

22 • rardy. Have you ever considered writing a book about 

23 I these experiences? I 

2 d ! Mr, McKeown, I have considered writing a book, yes, 

25 ;| about my experiences with Castro. As a matter of fact, therej 
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have been a number of people who have come to me these past 
years and I always refused it, because I did not want to 1 
do it. 

Mr. Purdy, Do you presently have a book contract 
outstanding for you to write a hook about the assassination? j 
Mr. McKeown, No, not about the assassination. 1 

Mr. Purdy, Do you have a present understanding or | 

I 

working relationship with any agent or .any book publisher j 

[ 

that you will write a book about any subject which will j 

include references to the assassination? j 

Mr. McKeown, No, I have talked to a few people with | 

I 

this, book, this book business, and they Wcint me to put it I 
in a book that Oswald caune to see me and Kuby came to see 
me, 

Mr* Purdy, Kho are you working on this book with? 

I 

Mr, Appel, I would object to these questions. j 

Mr, Purdy, Mr. Chairman, I would like to respond to thCj 
objection. It is counsel's contention that these questions j 

go directly to the witness's credibility as to possible | 

) 

incentives for embellishments on his previous story, but in j 
the form of some pressure from some other source, or for the j 
potential from some monetary gain that could result from a 

I 

dramatic story concerning the assassination, ; 

Mr, Dodd, Does counsel want to be heard in support of 
his objection? i 



Wr. Appel, 1 feel that you could call in somebody to j 

( 

testify about pressure if you feel that there is any undue 
pressure here, I do not really see that it is relevant. 

Hr, Dodd. The Chair is going to overrule the objection j 

on the grounds that it' does tend to support or test the | 

1 

credibility of the witness and therefore, I will ask. the j 
witness to respond to questions of counsel, j 

Counsel may proceed, j 

Kr, Piirt^, Mr. McKeown, are you presently working with i 

i 

anyone on a hook with whom you have a contract outstanding | 

! 

or a in the works for you to produce a book which includes 
information about your knowledge 2 ibout the assassination? 

Me,. Mateciwgi, Well, the book that I have a contract for — 
as a miatter of fact, I do not have a contract. I do not 
have a contract with any publisher whatsover, none. But 
I have a little contract with him for writing a hook for 


Mr. Purdy, Who is that? 

Mr. McKeown, Mark Lane, 

Mr, Purdy. Have any general figures or monetary remun^. 
eratlon been discussed as to how much money you can expect 
from such a book? 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, but nothing to get excited about. 

As a matter of fact, we have hot been able to sell it, so 
theore must not Be much to it. 


c n 
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Mr. Purdy, WUat is the general monetary figure, or 
figures, you have been told you might be 2 d>le to recover 
for this book? 

Mr. McKeown. Maybe $lp,Q0Q, | 

Mr. Purdy, Mr, McKeovm, did you tell the Select 

! 

Committee on Assassinations staff members on February 14th | 

I 

of this year that the figure $5Q,00Q had been discussed ■ 

for that book? 

Mr, McKeown, It had, yes. Now it is down to $1(1,0 [OQl, 

i 

As a matter of fact, this man that got shot over here in - 

Georgia I do not know him, do not misunderstand; I do not j 
know him he is the one who said he would give me the 
$10,000, But that is out now, because he got shot, and he 
was going to open up a publishing company and now he is not. 

j 

Mr. Purdy, Have you been recently told a figure as i 

to hew much money you might be able to get from this book? | 

Mr, McKeovm, Recently, yes, i 

i 

Mr. Purdy, What figure were you told recently? | 

Mr. McKeown. Maybe $5Q.,000, | 

Mr. Purdy, How recently was that. j 

Mr, McKeown. I have Been told that so mzuiy times, I do 
not believe it, 

Mr, Appel, May I have a moment to speak with the 
witness, please? 

CPause) 
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Mr. Piirdy, Did Mr. Lane approach, you, or did you j 

1 

approach. Mr. Lane, about writing this book? j 

Mr. McKeown. He approached me. j 

Mr. Purdy", Mr. Chairman, I have no further questiona. j 
Mr, Dodd, Let ms suspend for a moment here. ! 

CA brief recess was taken, I 

Mr. Dodd. I know Mr. Fithian is anxious to pursue hia 

line of questioning. I wonder if you might comment, j 

I 

Xn your testimony earlier to us today, you made refer-? j 

i 

ence to the fact that at the time of Mr, Oswald's visit to j 

I 

your home, there was an associate of yours, or a friend of \ 
yours present, a Mr, Neal, Sam Neal, 

Mr, McKeown, Right, 

Mr, Dodd, I wonder if you might he able to tell ua, 
at that time, in August or September, 1963, the time of the j 
alleged visit where Mr. Neal was living, v^at his address | 

was at that time? ! 

! 

Mr. McKeown. At ray house, | 

Mr, Dodd. He was living at your home? ! 

Mr, McKeown, Yes. He was getting a divorce from his | 

wife and he was pretty despondent and everything, so I had > 

four bedrooms there, I told him to come on over and move j 
in here, I knew him a long time, 

Mr, Dodd, Where did he work at the time? 

Mr, McKeown, He works for NASA, a master electrician. 
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Mr. Dodd. NASA? 

Mr, McKeown. When they were building NASA down there. 

Mr, Dodd, Did you have mutual friends, associates, or 
people he would have known that you did not know that came 
by there to visit from time to time while he was living 
there? 

Mr. McKeown, He had a lot of friends, yes. He haul a 
lot of friends, 

Mr. Dodd, Can you recall? 

Mr . McKeown . What? 

Mr. Dodd, Cam you recall for us, to the best of your 
knowledge, the names of any of these peop^le who were friends 
of .his at that time? 

Mr, “ilcKeown. He knew J, D, Hern, 

Mr, Dodd, VTho? 

Mr, McKeown, J, D, Hem, He lived about a block when 
he separated^ and he knew Raymond Neal, hut no kin to him. 
Their neuae ;)ust happened to be the same, and he knew a lot 
of people. 

Mr. Dodd, Where did Ray Neal work? 

Mr, McKeown, Raymond Neal, he worked for Sinclair 
Gil, He is retired. They were just friends. We would go 
fishing together and thinga like that,. 

Mr, Dodd. Anybody else you can think of? 

Mr, McKeown, There was a whole lot of them. 
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Mr. Dodd. Is Mr. Neal still alive? ! 

Mr. McKeown. I think so. I have not seen him. As a I 
matter of fact, it was at his house where Dan Rather inter- 
viewed me, 

Mr. Dodd. What is the address of that place, do you 
recall? 

Mr, McKeown. I know it is General Delivery, St, Leon 
Texas. Raymond Neal told me about six, seven months ago, 

I 

and I got word two weeks ago that Raymond Neal*s wife died, | 

i 

and Raymond Neal told me eibout six months ago that Sam was j 
a terrible case, he had ccincer, Wehther he is living now, | 
I do not know, 

Mr, Dodd. Vou have not had any contact with Mr, Neal 
since the time you have been interviewed by Mr. Rather? 

! 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, I have had contact with him. j 

Mr. Dodd, When was the last time? • 

Mr. McKeown, When my brother died, I went back home to { 
his funeral and I drove down and talked to Sam. i 

Mr, Dodd, How long ago was that? j 

Mr,:, McKeown. Seven or eight months ago, I 

Mr. X>odd. Seven or eight months. The last time you | 
saw him was seven months? I 


Mr, McKeown, Yes. He was sick then, 

Mr, Dodd, Since that time, you have had no contact with 
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him? 

Mr , McKeown, None / whatsoever . i 

Mr, Dodd, Kave you made 2 iny effort to keep in touch 
with, him? 

j 

Mr, McKeown, No, 

Mr, Dodd, he has not written you? 

Mr, McKeown, No, He never writes. He is the gentle- 
iticin who called me on the phone and said, that’s the guy who 
was at your houee, Sam Neal, 

Mr. Dodd, The fellow who did what? 

Mr, McKeown, He was the gentlem 2 ui who called me on 
the phone the morning that Ruby killed Oswald because he j 
was watching television down at some friends of his house | 
and he called me up and told me, are you watching television,j 

I 

I said yes, 

He said, well, that’s the little bastard who was at ' 
your house, 

Mr, Dodd, Which one of those people was he referring 
to? ' 

Mr. McKeown, He was referring to Oswald, because he hadj 
never^seen Rubiy, 

Mr .Dodd, The assassination of Oswald by Riiby happened 
almost 48 hours after the assassination of President Kennedy,; 
I presume you had been watching tellevision or had seen 
newspapers and so forth. 
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Mr. McKeown. I saw something in a newspaper that 
they were going to broadcast it — 

Mr. Dodd, Let me ask you this. Did you turn on the 
television on Friday, November 22, 1963 when you received 
word that the President was assassinated? 

Mr. McKeown. No, I had a radio. We were in the office 
where I worked in the pump compeuiy, 

Mr, Dodd, Did you turn the television on Friday: night? 
Did you watch any television at all that you recall over 
that weeh-end? 

Mr, McKeown. I watched everything on it, according 
to the 2 issassin^tion. 

Mr. Dodd, At that time, did you see the pictures of 
the then--alleged assassin, Lee Kzurvey Oswald, 

Mr. McKeown, No, 

Mr, Dodd. You never saw any pictures of Lee Harvey 
Oswald on television? 

Mr. McKeown, Not as I recall, I did not. The only 
time I seen him is when he shot him, you know? That was 
the only time that I knew that was him. 

I watched, you know,-" you know, 

Mr. Dodd. Do you see what I am driving at with you? 

I am trying to find out whether you recognized this fellow 
except for the fact that Mr, Neal told you it was the s£une 
g\iy. There was 4 8 hours Between the time the assassination 
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occurred and the time that Ruby assassinated Oswald, This 
fellow's picture was on every TV screen in America, 

Mr, McKeown. If it was, I did not recognize him, 

Mr. Dodd. You did not recognize him. 

Mr, McKeown. X did not pay much attention. 

Mr. Dodd. You did not pay much attention to what was 
going on? 

Mr. McKecwn, No, I was more interested in whether he 
was going to die or not, the President, He lingered about 
four or five hours, | 

Mr, Dodd. Not at all. About one hour. About 2:00 
o'clock in the aftemoonj, 

Mr, McKeown, I was at the radio in the office and it 

j 

was 12:0.0, o'clock when we went to get lunch and the President 
did not die until about 2:30 or 3; OQ, j 

Mr, Dodd. That is right, I 

I am asking you whether or not, between Friday evening ! 
emd Sunday morning, November, laSB, whether or not you I 

i 

recognized pic±ures that were appearing on TV screens all | 
across this country of Lee H 2 u:vey Oswald, Did you recognize ; 
the man who had been in your living room a couple of months 
heiore? 

Mr. McKeown. I did not pay any attention, 

Mr. Dodd, You did not pay any attention? 

Mr, vMcKeown, No. X did not have any idea, A,s a matter 
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1 

2 

3 

< 

6 

7 

3 

9 

10 

!1 


!2 


13 I 

Id I 
15 i 


of fact^ I had put that man out of my mind, I thought he j 

was just a rat. I did not have no idea, do you know what 
I mean? 

It was just like I came to your door to sell you a book^ 
and you said no, you wouldn't think no more about roe, would 
you? 

Mr. Dodd, You did not recognize his name, Lee Harvey 
Oswald? 

Mr» McKeown, I recognized the name, I said, it seems 
like that guy who was here was named Oswald, I said, oh, 
well, I guess he wasn't, you know? 

! 

The only time I recognized him was when I was looking 
directly at the screen when he shot him, 

Mr, Dodd, When was that? j 

Mr, McKeown, I think it was Sunday morning, j 

Mr. Dodd. I thought you just told us that you were not i 


17 

18 


19 


20 

21 

“2 

23 

2 i 

25 


watching it? 

Mr, McKeown, Oh, yes, I did not tell you I wasn't 
watching it, I told you I was watching it and I told you 
Sam Neal called me emd asked me if X W2is watching it, I said 
yes, r 2un watching it. 

He says, ..well, that's the bastard who killed the Presi- 
dent who was. 'at your house, I said yeah, I know it is. 


! 

1 

I 

I 


I 


That is what X told you, right? | 

Mr. Dodd. Mr, Fithian, do you want to proceed with your j 


f 



7S6 


que s tions ? 

(Pause) 

tCDunsel brings up a good point. That Sunday morning 
that you received a call from Mr, Neal, did you get the call 
did you see Jack Ruby shoot Liee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. McKeown, I saw him push up there in front amd 
'Mr. 'Doddi? ^n live coverage, not replay. 

Mr, McKeown, It was live, I think. It was live. And 
this one paarticular fellow had a Stetson hat on, I guess 
he was the Sheriff or something, 

Mr. Dodd, Let me ask you this, What time in the 
morning do you recall getting the phonecall from Mr, Neal? 
How early was it? Was it mid-day, 

Mr, McKeown, Around 11:0Q o'clock, I think, I really 
do not know what time it was. It must have been right after 
the shooting occurred. What time was that? 

Mr, Dodd, I am:;asking you, 

Mr, McKeown, I do not know, 

Mr, Dodd, You do not recall? 

Mr, McKeown, Cain you remember what time Oswald got 

shot? 

Mr. Dodd, Sure. 

Mr, McKeown, I cannot, 

Mr, Dodd, All right, 

Mr, Ttthlan, do you want to proceed? 
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Mr. Fithian, Thaixk you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. McKeown, I do hope that in the closing moments — 

Mr. McKeown. I will do anything you want me to, 

Mr, Fithian. That you will reflect on your responsibil- 
ity before the Committee and your responsibility in history 
because we are about to terminate this part of the proceeding 
and we do not have a very clear picture of what you know 
about this . 

Mr, McKeown. I am trying to tell you everything I know, 
Mr. Fithiam. I wish I could accept that, I am going | 
to give you an opportunity, but I have got to tell you that 
I am disappointed. 

I am going to go back over the testimony that you have 
given here, some of the statements that you have made, and 
I want you to be as candid as you can, remembering that you 
are under oath, remembering that all we asked you to do 
when you were sworn in today wzis to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing about the truth, I en^hasize that 
last, nothing but the truth, 

Mr, McKeown, That is what X am doing, 

Mr, Fithian, I advise you as a friend, that is how 
you get in trouble before this Committee, 

Mr, McKeown, . I do not want to get in any trouble . I 
get into enough trouble, 

Mr. Fithian. Let us go through this euid try to be as 


s 


i 

I 


j 

i 


I 


I 

i 
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straightforward as you can. Some of them are very vague 
and very much in contradiction to each other and somehow 
not coming out right, 

X would liJte to put aside other testimony you have 
given us this morning and just tell me ^ truthfully cuid 
honestly and candidly, and in short terms, the answers to 
some questions tfiat I have. 

Number one, let us talk about the Jack Ruby or Rubin- 
stein visit to you. You testified this morning that Mr, 
Ruby came to you and asked for a letter to Castro, 

Mr, McKeown, I did not say that, I said he came to 
me and wanted to know if I could help him get rid of some 
jeeps and some slot machines, 

>lr, Fithizm, Yes, and he specifically asked you for a 
letter of introduction, 

Mr, McKeown, Right. 

Mr, Fithian, To the Cubans, including Castro, 

Mr, McKeown, Yes. 

Mr, Fithieui, That is what I am talking about, 

Mr, McKeown. Yes. 

Mr. Flthicin, Just setting all aside, the details of 
whether he was selling jeeps or bubble gum, I am saying he 
came to you for the purpose of a letter of introduction to 
the Cuban authorities, right? 


I 

I 

! 


Mr, McKeown, That is exactly right. 
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Mr, Fithian. And you, at first, were not going to j 

write that, and you thought — I am not faulting you — that j 
you might write it because he was going to pay you money 
for it, right? 

Mr, McKeown. Right. 

Mr, Fithian, In your testimony, you said that after 
awhile you decided that you would write it and that you 
did write it, is that correct? 

Mr. McKeown. Right. 

Mr, Fithian, Then you sadld that you did not give it 
to him, 

Mr, McKeown. I did not. 

Mr, Fithian, Why did you not give it to him? 

Mr. McKeown. Because he never did come back to get 
it. He never did ccane up witiv the money, I told him if 

j 

he would give me $10,Q00 and if he did not get to see Castro | 

1 would give him his $10,Q00 hack, j 

! 

Mr. Fithian, You said that you would write a letter | 

and if he would give you ?1Q,000, you would give it Back to j 

i 

him if that letter would not get him to see Castro, ! 

I 

Mr. McKeown, That is right, exactly right, ! 

Mr, Fithian, How many times did he return? How many | 

times did Mr, Ruby return? i 

Mr. McKeown, He came about three or four times, ! 

Mr, Fithian, Each time asking for the letter? \ 
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Mr, McKeown, No, Well, yes, more or less. 

Mr. Fithian, That was- the purpose, was it not? He ^ 
wanted a letter of introduction? 

Mr. McKeown, When I look back -- j 

Mr, Fithian. And he wanted to be able to, once he got 
the letter of introduction, to say well, McKeown, he used 

I 

to pJiary baseball or whatever. That is what you said this I 
morning, ^ 

Mr. McKeown. Yes, He asked me all cibout where I had 
been with Castro and how we had talked and what we had dia- I 
cussed and things of that nature, you know, amd he kept 
after me eCbout how many arms were there, and were there 
really $2 million wotth, I told him I guessed there was, j 
I really do not know. 

He said, well, no, I am going to get this money and I 
bring it back up here, and I said, have youjgot ..the money? 

That*s what I asked him. He said no, I do not have it yet. | 

i 

bon*t worry about the money, that*s easy. That*s easy. Do j 

I 

not worry about that at all. j 

Then he came back and we wo\ild talk some more aibout j 
different things,- about what warehouses I put the guns in 
and wbo .all helped me haul them out to his house, who lived 
at the house, what the people's names was who lived at the 
house, things of that nature,' 

Then he says, did you write the letter? I said, I have 
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not written it yet, because you have not given me any money 


i 


and then he came back and I told him I had the letter j 

written. j 

1 

He says, you know, it is kind of risky carrying that mudh 
moaey around. I did not believe the money — are you listen- 
ing to me? 

Mr. Fithian. Yes , I am, 

Mr, McKeown, I said well, I am not going to give you 
the letter until you give me the money. That was the last 
time I seen him. He never did come back. 

Mr. Fithian, Did he, or did he not, ask you for the 
letter when he came back? 

Mr, McKeown, Yes, he asked me for it. 

Mr, Fithi 2 ux, He^did, You are sure of that? 

Mr. McKeown. I am almost positive that he asked me 
for the letter, but I did not give it to him. 

Mr. Fithian, Let me quote to you what you told Mr, 

Rather on that point. 


i 

"McKeown was interviewed by the FBI" — this is Rather j 
speaking — "but told them nothing about Oswald." Then this j 
is the part I want you to hear. • 

"Curiously he" — McKeown — "did say that Jack Ruby | 
had come to see him in 1959 offering him $25,000. for a : 

letter of introduction to Fidel Castro. Ruby never came 
back to pick up the letter, McKeown said." ! 
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Mr. McKeown, That is what I told you. The last j 

i 

time he leftf he never came back, and I have never seen him j 
no more until I seen him on television. Never have I laid 
eyes on him, 

Mr. Fithian, When you told that to Rather, you were 
talking about his fourth visit? 

Mr, McKeown, After his third or fourth. 

Mr. Fithian. After his last visit? 

Mr. McKeown. His last visit. 

I 

Mr, Fithian. Second, let me go back to that part of | 

the story — I think we are going to be interrupted by a | 

vote on the Floor, That is what all these bells are about. | 

I 

You say, you told the Committee that Oswald came to j 
you and tried to buy rifles and that he offered you a cert 2 dnl 
sura of money for a certain kind of rifle. Would you repeat ! 


I that for me^ please? 

1 Mr, McKecwn, When he first came in, he wanted to know 

!8 i 

! if I could get him some bazookas and some Thompson machines. 

19 i 

] He said, he had a good deal working. They were going to 

'JO i 

I try to overthrow Salvador, That is where he said. 

n ] : 

1 And I said, I guess you know that I am on probation and 


I said that I eon not going to do ciny thing, irregardless about" 
; any kind of guns or any other thing, nothing. 

Mr, Fithian. Then he left cind then he returned? 

Mr. McKeown, He kept talking. He said, it will be a 
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big benefit to you. We know you can get these guns. We 
know you have got them/ we know you can get them. I don’t 
see why you do not help us out. 

And I said well/ I just want to let you know that I am 
not going to help you out, not only you, but nobody else. 

I am not going to get Involved, 

I said/ I got involved in this damn thing innocently, 

I did. 

All I was in the damned thing for was to try to get my 
buisness back over there in Cuba, auid then I get into all 
of this. 

And SO/ I was trying to get him out of my house. I 
finally got him out of the house amd this guy went to him — 
this guy in the car — and he comes back and this guy is 
standing by the car 2 uid I go out on the porch/ and he says 
well/ look. This won’t be very much. You can do this today 
maybe tomorrow/ whatever. I want you to get roe four high- 
powered rifles, automatics/ with telescope sight. He said 
he would prever .300 Savage automatics. That is what he 
said. 

Mr, Fithian. Why do you remember this so clearly? 

Mr, McKeown. Because I have a .3QQ Savage automatic. 

Mr, Fithlem. You should know that a ,300 Savage 
automatic is a very easily acquired weapon, 

Mr. MCKecwn. It certainly is. 


44-105 0 - 79-51 
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Mr. Fithian. You don't have to have any special help, 
you do not have to have a man with your connections to get 
one. 
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Mr, McKeown. That is exactly what I told him. I said, 
you can get those guns right down here at the Sears Roebuck 
or most any hardware store you can get them. 

Mr. Fithian. Did you not think — 

Mr. ^McKeown, He says we want you to get them for us. 

Mr. Fithian, Did you not think it was a little bit odd 
that he was going to offer you three or four times the 
price? 

Mr, McKeown. I thought it was ridiculous. I told 
him that it was ridiculous. I said, you can get the guns — j 

Mr, Fithiem, Mr. McKeown, were you on pro wh^ you | 

were talking to the FBI? | 

i 

Mr, McKeown. I think so. 

Mr. Fithian. In February of *64? I 

Mr. McKeown. I think so. I do not know. You can check j 
back. I do not know. j 

I 

I know that I was scared, | 

i 

Mr. Fithian. To set the record correct, your parole i 

ended at the end of 1963. I do not doxibt that you were | 

i 

frightened in tallcing to the FBI, ! 

Mr. McKeown, You'd better believe it. i 

J 

Mr. Fithian. Follow me very closely on this. If I were 
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frightened and I were going to be interrogated by the FBI, | 

emd the assassin of the President of the United States had I 

I 

i 

been at my door and I had turned down his request to get | 
a high-powered rifle, do you not think that it would have 
bden reasonable to expect that I would tell the FBI aboxit 
my good deed? 

Mr* McKeovn. I sure as hell would. 

Mr. Fithiem. In spite of the fact that you loved 
the President, in spite of the fact that you knev all about 
this, in spite of the fact that you knew Jack Ruby — 

Mr ..^^cKeown. I did not know Jack Ruby. 

Mr. Fithian. That you had met him four times, 

Mr. McKeown. You emphasized that I knew these people; I 
before they ever come to me, I did not know them from Adaua. | 

I wish they had never come to me, I 

i 

Mr. Fithian. In spite of the fact that Jack Ruby had | 

come to you emd had talked to you four times, or three times ,| 

! 

or whatever, and you are now being asked by the FBI if you 
know anything about it, in spite of your Cijban connections 
and all the rest of it, and despite the good deed that you 

i 

had done by turning down this assassin who had asked you to i 

i 

get him a rifle, you expect to sit there and tell me and | 

expect me to believe you that you sat there and talked to | 

the FBI for two hours and you did not even mention this? 

1 

Let us get our story straight. If you are going to write 
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I a book, would you not sell more copies if you tell it the j 
way you are telling it now than if you told the truth? Is 
that not the real thing we have been fighting with all day 
to day? 

Mr, McKeown, We have not been fighting. 

Mr. Fithiein, Is that not the real effort that we have 
been making here? You have been trying to protect a fcible 
, that you want to sell to the public and you are not inter- 
I ested in getting the story straight. 

1 Mr, McKeown. I most certainly am. 

j Mr. Appel. I object to this. He is badgering. 

Mr, “McKeown, I hope to God that you find out who killed 
the President and if I can help you any way in the world I 
I would do it, and I am going to do it, | 

I 1 

Mr. Appel. I object, j 

! I 

I Mr, Dodd. Let’s suspend one second. Why do we not j 

I take a five-minute recess here and answer thatvEOll call. | 
' 1 

I The second bell has run. Then we will come back, j 

I tA.biJief recess was taken, i I 

1 i 

j Mr. Dodd. At the time that we were called away to ! 

J answer a quorum call, Mr. Fithian was questioning the witness! 
! and I would yield to Mr. Fithian to pursue his line of | 

questioning, ! 

Mr, Fithian, Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that further 
I questioning would be all that productive. I think the record ! 
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l?as shovm that we have three, if not four or five, inconsis- j 
tencies in the witness's testimony eind the record will show 
that the witness is in the process, if not fictionalizing 
this, at least commercializing this, in a book arrangement 
and I think that that is really vhat we have learned here 
today, and I have no further questions, 

Mr. Dodd. Well, fine. 

I want to, first of all, thank you, Mr. McKeown, Bor 
being here today. It has been a long day for you and the 
Committee is appreciative of that. I would be negligent in | 
my duty, however, as Chaiirman before this Committee before 
we terminate not to remind you of the tremendous significance 
and importance of these hearings, so vitally important that j 

I 

each and every witness who appears before us should be as | 

candid as honest as he or she can possibly be in trying to j 

i 

help us arrive at the truth. j 

i 

I would also be negligent if I did not remind you, as j 

a witness before this Committee, of a fact which I am sure j 

you and your counsel are both well aw2u:e of and that is | 

that the cloak of immunity does not extend to perjury and | 

t 

I am sure that your attorney has apprised you of that fact. | 
I am sure you are aware of it. j 

Having said that, first, I want, by the rules of our i 
committee, I would like to give you give minutes in which tim^ 
you can, if you so desire, sum up for us your own feelings ! 
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or thoughts. At this particular time, it would be the last 
opportunity, more them likely, that you would have to straigh!ten 

outj.any irregularities in your own testimony- This is the ! 

i 

opportunity for you to do so. ! 

To repeat v^at Mr, Fithian said earlier, we do not j 

harbor any ill feelings towards any witness whatsoever and j 

I we want you to know that, and we are appreciative of your I 

j being here. I am going to give you that opportunity now I 

I 

to utilize those five minutes, if you so desire. j 

I 

Mr. Appel. Mr. Chairman, I would like to speeds, briefly | 
on behalf of Mr. McKeown, as allowed under Hule 3,6, just 
j very briefly, then I would like to have him have a ch 2 uice 

I 

to say something briefly. 

I would like to remind the Committee that Mr, McKeown 

has. heenbbrought up here from Miami under strange circum- 

i 

j stances. He hats been brought from Miam under very strauige > 

;i : 

! circumstances to a strange place. He is very nervous, 

I do not know the man other than having met him this 
morning and being here today, but I know that he is rather j 
!j nervous being here, I think a lot of the problem of conflict! 

in his testiiony has been a result of his mis\inderstanding 
i of questions, possibly, or just being nervous and confused 

'i ; 

and I think the Cominittee should keep that in mind, 

I think that the Cominittee should also keep in mind, 
though, that there might be conflicts in what he has said 
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because of Ivis confusion, but there is possible fruit here 
for further Investigation by the Committee and I do not 
think that his testimony should be totally discredited because 
of his nervousness, et cetera* 

By all means, the Committee should follow up what he 
has said here today to find possible further information 
that will get to the bottom of this investigation. 

That is all I would like to say and I woudd like to havef 
Mr* McKeown *■ — 

Mr* Dodd. Let me just respond. The Committee is aware 
of that. We do recognize that it is an iinsettling experiencej 
to have to testify befofe any panel but, again, as X am 
sure you have advised your client here, the law is not that 
forgiving when it comes to nervousness of the witness. We 
are seeking the truth, and we would hope that if the witness j 
would recognize that he has nothing to fear at all from this | 
Committee, and while we respect and under8t^md what nervous*- ; 
ness can do to a person, this is your opportunity now — » | 

we hope, after some seven or eight hours that you would | 


recognize that there is nothing to fear at all and tise 

this opportunity, Mr. McKeown, to straighten out any concerns. 

that you may have had or any conflicting testimony that you | 

I 

may have given today, 

Mr. McKeown, Well, Mr. Dodd, to ray knowledge, you 
know, as I can remember, that not a soul has told me what to ' 
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say or hos to say it or anything. Now, I have told the 
truth as I know it, emd I would not lie, I would not tell 
you a lie, because lying you know it, it gets you nowhere. 

The only thing that I am confused on is the FBI’s 
report and what I told you people here, I guess, maybe Dan 
Rather, I do not know. You see, I just think that I told 
the truth. I know I told the truth. I know Lee Harvey 
Oswald cane to ny door. I know that as well as I know my 
name. 

I know it was him and any commercial outside of it, I ! 
have not made one dime except my expenses to Texas and the ■ 
$10Q that British Broadcasting fellow by the name of Scott | 
Malone, I guess he just gave it to me. | 

You see, after I lost my lung, I have not been able j 
to work and I had a little insurance policy which don't j 

pay me much and after I was disabled, vrtiere I could not i 

hardly get my breath, well, they put me on disability, you | 
know, so I get the Social Security and that is what I am ! 
living on. And I am living with my daughter. 

If I have misled you in any way, I am sorry, I really | 
am, because I want to tell you the truth. I know it was 
Oswald vrfio oameoto see me and nobody has told me anything, I 
X know it was him and I know it was Jack Ruby who c«une to 
see me at ray place of business. I know it. As well as I 
am sitting here, X know it. 
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Hr* Dodd. Is that the coxiclusioxi of your stateioent? 

Hr. rMcKeown. I just wanted to let you know that I am 
doing the beat I can. I do not wamt to tell you a lie, ^ for 
God's sake. I do not want to tell you any lie. What would 
I gain by telling you a story? Nothing whatsoever. I would 
not gain anything. I would just jeopardize myself. That 
is all that I would do. 

Mr. Dodd. I thank you. 

I should also warn you, and advise you, rather, that . 
you will be under continuing subpoena suhject to recall by the 

Committee . j 

i 

Again, I want to thank you for coming up here and 
spending a long day. We ^predate your testimony. 

The witness is excused. 

i 

Mr. McKeown. I do not understand — continued subpoena?! 
Mr. Dodd. If, at a future date, we want to recall you I 

then the subpoena, after you appeetr here todays is still { 

! 

operative, still good, to advise you of that fact. ! 

Mr. Appel. If I could ask one question, is it copy i 

i 

I 

fdr me to get a copy of Exhibit 93, the PBI report, or to « 

t 

see it one more tine? j 

Mr. Dodd, You can see it. i 

Counsel, would you give counsel for the witness an ! 

opportimity to look at that? ' 

CWherei^on, at 3 j 5Q o'clock p.m. the Subcommittee 
proceeded to other business.^ 

ALCEJ^dON RE?0RT:N0 CC.VPANY. !.NC, 
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ix. Lewis J. McWillie 
Biographical Simimary 

(1153) McWillie was bom May 4, 1908, in Kansas City, Mo. He 
resided in Dallas, Tex., from 1940 to 1958.(774^) In 1941 and 1942, 
he was employed at the Blue Bonnet Hotel. (77.^) He then worked at 
the Top of the Hill Terrace, a gambling club in Arlington, Tex.(775t?) 
McWillie also ran a gambling house in Fort Worth called the Four 
Duces. (7757) 

(1154) In September 1958, McWillie moved to Cuba and managed 
the Tropicana Casino until May 1960.(775^) He worked as a pitboss 
at the Capri Hotel-Casino in Cuba from May 1960 to January 2, 1961, 
when he left Cuba. (7755) McWillie also worked in Aruba and 
Curacao. (7754) 

(1155) In 1961, McWillie worked at the Cal-Neva Lodge in 
Nevada, (7755) and then at the Riverside Hotel, Thunderbird Club, 
Carousel Club (Las Vegas), and the Horseshoe Club. (7755) In 1978, 
McWillie was employed at the Holiday Inn Casino in Las Vegas, 
Nev.(7757) 

Treatinent hy the Wctrren Commission 

(1156) The FBI interviewed McWillie about his relationship with 
Ruby on two occasions. (7755) McWillie was not interviewed by War- 
ren Commission staff, nor did he testify before the Commission. 
(1157) McWillie was mentioned in the Warren Report, which stated 
that in September 1959, Ruby went to Cuba to visit “a close friend and 
known gambler, Lewis J. McWillie.” {1759) 

(1158) According to the Report, McWillie left Cuba in Januaiy 
1%1,* and in 1963, Ruby sent him a pistol in Las Vegas, “but McWillie 
did not accept the package.”(7755) The Report concluded by stating: 

The Commission has found no evidence that McWillie has 
engaged in any activities since leaving Cuba that are related 
to pro- or anti-Castro political movements or that he was 
involved in Ruby’s abortive jeep transaction. (7 757) 

(1159) An appendix to the Warren Report included the following: 

Ruby apparently met McWillie in about 1950 when Mc- 
Willie operated a Dallas nightclub. McWillie, whom Ruby 
said he idolized, supervised gambling activities at Havana’s 
Tropicana Hotel in 1959 and later was employed in a man- 
agerial capacity in a Las Vegas gambling establishment. 
Ruby testified that he went to Havana for 8 days in Au^st 
1959 and left because he was not interested in its gambling 
activities. McWillie corroborated this story except ne stated 
only that Ruby visited Havana “sometime in 1959.” (775^) 

(1160) Ruby testified before the Warren Commission that McWillie 
called him from Cuba and requested that Ruby contact Ray Brantley, 
a gun store proprietor in Dallas, and have “four little Cobra guns” 
sent to Cuba. (7755) Ruby stated : 


♦McWillie’s activities regarding Ruby and Cuba are discussed at length In 
another section of this volume. 
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I called Eay Brantley and I said, ‘‘Ray, McWillie called 
me.” I don’t remember if he sent me a letter or he called. He 
said he wants four little Cobras, or something like that. He 
said, “I know Mac. I have been doing business with him for a 
long time.” (77^^) 

Ruby said this incident occurred during the early part of 1959. (i7^J) 
He had been asked, during his polygraph examination, if he told the 
truth about relaying the message to Ray Brantley regarding the guns, 
and Ruby repli^, “Yes.”(77^^) Ruby also testified that he “idolized” 
McWillie. (77^7) 

(1161) The FBI interviewed Ray Brantley, the owner of Ray’s 
Hardware Store, where Ruby allegedly purchased the guns.(i7^5) 
Brantley stated that Ruby purchased one Colt Cobra on January 19, 
1960. {1769) He also stated that, at Ruby’s request, on May 10, 1963, he 
sent a .38 Smith and Wesson Centennial revolver to L. J. McWillie 
in Las Vegas, Nev.(7776>) Because McWillie did not pick up the re- 
volver at the post office, it was returned to the store. (i77i) In her FBI 
interview, Mrs. Brantley related the same information, (i 77^) 

(1162) McWillie told the FBI that in 1963 he did request that Ruby 
send him a gun, but after discussing it with his wife, he decided not 
to pick it up at the post office. (777J) McWillie was not asked by the 
FBI or the Warren Commission if he ever requested that Ruby send 
him guns in Cuba. 

Illegal Activities 

(1163) McWillie had been engaged in gambling activities for 46 
years {177 J^) in Memphis, Tenn.; Jackson, Miss.; Dallas, Tex.; 
Havana, Cuba; Miami, Fla.; and Reno and Las Vegas, Nev.(i77J) 
McWillie, however, did not have an extensive arrest record. ( /77^) 
While he was arrested in Dallas, Tex., in 1949 for investigation of 
gambling, he was released. (7777) 

(1164) McWillie admitted being acquainted with several organized 
crime and gambling figures, including R. D. Matthews, (777^) a 
Dallas £md Las Vegas gambler; Joseph Civello,(777^) a Dallas orga- 
nized crime leader (now deceased) ; and Sam Yaras,(77^0) the brother 
of organized crime figure, Dave Yaras. In Cuba, McWillie knew 
Santos Trafficante, Jake Lansky, and Dino Cellini, notorious orga- 
nized crime figures. (7757) He stated, however, that he knew them 
only “casually.” (775^) McWillie was employed in Cuba by Martin 
and Pedro Fox, who were allegedly involved in narcotics and gam- 
bling activities. (775J) McWillie stated that he made a number of 
trips to Miami to deposit money in banks for the Foxes. (775^) 

Relationship With Ruby 

(1165) McWillie told the FBI that he had known Ruby since 1947 
or 1948 but, according to the FBI report, “knew him only as an oper- 
ator of a nightclub. ’^(7 755) According to another FBI report, Mc- 
Willie also stated that his association with Ruby was: 

strictly social and personal without any interwined business 
interests, knowing that Ruby is not a gambler and does not 
understand the gambling business. (7755) 
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(1166) McWillie did not believe Ruby was involved in “gambling, 
prostitution, or illegal liquor sales.” (77.57) He said Ruby had in- 
frequently visited the Top of the Hill Club where McWillie was 
employed. (77^<5) 

(1167) McWillie told the committee he had met Ruby in approxi- 
mately 1951.(77<5P) He explained that he would see Ruby occasion- 
ally at Webb’s Coffee Shop in the Southland Hotel, a late-night 
restaurant, and was told Ruby operated the Vegas Club.(77^6>) Mc- 
Willie made the following statement regarding his first meeting with 
Ruby: 

Finally, one night we got up to go out into the lobby of 
the hotel and he walked up to me and said, “Is your name 
McWillie?” I said, “Yes.” And he explained who he was and 
that he was Jewish and that he was having a problem with 
his nightclub. He talked like a real nice fellow. I said. 
“Why don’t you go see Mr. Schepps — a man named Julius 
Schepps?” He owned a big liquor distributing place there 
and he used to play with us at the Top of Hill, a real nice 
man. (77^7) 

(1168) McWillie stated that Ruby did see Schepps and “from then 
on. I could never get rid of Jack Ruby.”(77P^) McWillie also stated 
that Ruby sort of “idolized” him.(775J) He indicated that the prob- 
lem with Ruby’s club was that “they were making him close early or 
something.”(77^?-.^) McWillie told the committee that Ruby visited 
him in Cuba in 1959. { 1795 ) 

(1169) McWillie informed the FBI that in 1961, after leaving Cuba, 
he drove from Miami, Fla., to Lake Tahoe, Nev. En route from Miami, 
ho stopped in Dallas and stayed overnight at Ruby’s apartment. (775^) 
According to the FBI report, McWillie only saw Ruby for “2 or 3 
hours on this occasion.” (77^7) McWillie told the committee that this 
1961 visit w’as the last time he saw Ruby. (77^^) He stated, however, 
that he received several letters from Ruby concerning Ruby’s clubs, 
{ 1799 ) According to McWillie. Ruby never visited him in Las Vegas. 
{ 1800 ) 

(1170) McWillie told both the FBI and the committee about his 
request in the early part of 1963 to have Ruby send a gun to Las Vegas. 
{ 1801 ) McWillie did not, however, recall asking Ruby to send four 
guns to Cuba in 1959. { 1802 ) 

(1171) McWillie told the FBI that his last contact with Ruby was 
approximately 2 months before the assassination, wlien Ruby tele- 
phoned him about : 

some trouble he was having with a show, as a result of which 
he referred Ruby to Bill Miller, the owner of the Riverside 
Hotel in Reno, where McWillie had formerly been club man- 
ager. Their discussion on this occasion had to do only with 
the club’s act with which Ruby was concerned. (7^7?J) 

(1172) McWillie also told the committee that Ruby had contacted 
him in 1963 and informed him of some “trouble” he was having with 
AGVA. (7^7^^) McWillie said Ruby asked him if he knew the presi- 
dent of the union. { 1805 ) McWillie did not, but referred Ruby to Bill 
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Miller. (^50^) McWillie also called Miller and told him a friend of his 
was having trouble with AGY K, {1807) Ruby subsequently contacted 
Miller and later called McWillie a number of times to express his 
thanks for McWillie’s assistance. McWillie stated he had no 

familiarity with AGVA’s operations in Dallas. 

(1173) McWillie described Ruby as being a very frugal individual 
{1810) who was always courteous to the Dallas policemen and gave 
them whiskey as Christmas presents. (7^77) McWillie told the commit- 
tee he believed Ruby wanted to be a big man around Dallas and that 
he shot Oswald in order to become a martyr of some sort.(7<57^) 
(1174) Regarding Ruby’s associates, McWillie stated that he and 
Ruby had two mutual friends, Jake Rif kin, a gambler, and Meyer 
Panitz, a bookmaker. ( 757 J) According to McWillie, Ruby knew the 
two Campisi brothers, (757^) Jack Todd(757J) and Gordon McLen- 
don. (7575) 

(1175) McWillie told the FBI that “he did not believe Ruby had any 
underworld connections” but might have been “acquainted with some 
figures in gambling and other illegal activities.” (7577) 

(1176) The transcript of the deposition taken bv the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations can be found in JFK volume V, hear- 
ings before the House Select Committee on Assassinations, p. 7ff. 

X. Lawrence V. Meyers 
Biographical Siummiary 

(1177) Lawrence V. Meyers was born December 16, 1910, in New 
York, (7575) spent a number of years working in various California 
cities after leaving New York as a teenager, (7575) and settled in the 
Chicago area, staying there for 8 years. There is an indication 
that he once went by the name of Hyman Victor Meyers. (75)?5) In 
1978, he was living in Dallas, having moved there in March 1964 for 
business purposes. (75^7) He married in 1936 and had three chil- 
dren. (75^^) 

(1178) In 1963, Meyers was a sales manager in the sporting goods 
division of Ero Manufacturing Co., 7l4 West Monroe Street, Chi- 
cago. (75^5) In 1964, he moved to a similar position with a competitor, 
Farber Brothers, Inc., of Memphis, Tenn.(75^4) In 1963, he told 
an acquaintance that his headquarters was in Chicago and that he had 
business interests in Chicago, Minneapolis, and Las Vegas. (75^5) In 
1978, Meyers was semiretired and worked for himself under the cor- 
porate name of LVM Sales, Inc. He was also connected with Walls 
Industry of Cleburne, Tex. (75^5) 

(1179) There is no indication that Meyers had engaged in criminal 
activities, had a criminal record or had been the subject of any crim- 
inal or related investigations (besides the assassination investigation). 
He did not appear to have any political or law enforcement connec- 
tions. 

TreatToent by the Warren Oommissiori, 

(1180) The Warren Commission considered Meyers to be a personal 
friend of Jack Ruby, with no intimation of criminal or similar links, 
and it merely tried to examine the extent of this friendship, Meyers’ 
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impres^sions of Ruby, and Meyers’ possible knowledge of any of Ruby’s 
actions or associates. Meyers’ Commission testimony of August 24, 
1964, taken by Burt Griffin, was therefore direct and somewhat brief. 
{1827) Meyers was accommodating and responsive, but his recollection 
of dates and details was somewhat j)oor, as it was during his 1978 com- 
mittee deposition. ( 1828 ) 

(1181) Meyers told the Warren Commission that he first met Jack 
Ruby by chance at the Carousel nightclub, although he was not certain 
of the exact date. He said he had known Ruby for G or 7 years. 
(1829) (This predated Ruby’s ownership of the Carousel.) In his 1978 
deposition, Meyers said that he first met Ruby at a sporting goods 
show in Dallas in 1961 or early 1962, to which Ruby had gone oecause 
of his interest in barbells and physical culture. Meyers shared 

that interest, and they also had their mutual Chicago backgrounds and 
religious beliefs. 

(1182) While their relationship has been described by a Carousel 
dancer as casual, (i<?J7) Meyers stated in 1964 that he had seen Ruby 
20 to 35 times since their first meeting ; they always met in Dallas at the 
Carousel, as Meyers had occasion to make frequent business trips to 
Dallas. (i^J^) In 1978, Mevers amended the number of contacts to 12. 
(18S3) 

(1183) There is no indication that any pre-1963 visits by Meyers were 
relevant. Meyers visited Dallas at least four times in 1963. (i§J4) One 
visit occurred in October. Most of the details concerning this visit came 
from Joyce Lee McDonald, a dancer at the Carousel, who stated that 
she first met Meyers on October 10, 1963, at the club and saw him 
there for several evenings that week ; she once had a few drinks with 
him. (1835) 

(1184) Meyers’ testimony indicated that he first met McDonald that 
week at the Texas State Fair (at the Dallas Fairgrounds), where 
McDonald had a part-time job involving a film promotion. This project 
was undergoing financial difficulties, and a $100 check from McDonald’s 
employers at the fair had bounced after Jack Ruby had cashed it. 
McDonald explained this situation to Meyers, and he responded by 
giving her a check for $200, payable to Ruby.(I^J^) In 1978, Meyers 
believed that the check might have been for $300 or $400. (7^J7) He 
said that Ruby was the payee because he thought Ruby would cash 
his check drawn on a Chicago bank without any inquiries or hesitation. 
(1838) McDonald stated that she kept $100 and gave Ruby $100 to re- 
imburse him for the bounced check. McDonald could not explain 
Meyers’ motive in writing the check, but believed that he would “make 
some type of request of her in the f uture.”(i^JP) 

(1185) This incident seemeJ trivial, but Meyers was also in Dallas 
during the week of the assassination, arri^dng from Chicago with a 
female companion, Jean West, who also used the name Jean Aase. 
(18Jfi) Meyers had first met West in Chicago a week or two before the 
assassination at a lounge in the apartment building where West lived 
at the lime. Meyers described her as a “semi-professional hooker.” 
(18Jfl) They arrived in Dallas on November 20, 1963, registering at 
the Dallas Ramada Inn. They moved to the Dallas Cabana on Novem- 
ber 21, 1963.(754^) Meyers was not able to explain fully the switch 
ill motels and offered the possibilities that the Cabana was completely 
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booked or that he needed sleep after arriving in Dallas, and the Rama- 
da Inn was located at the Dallas airp>ort. (181^^ 

(1186) Meyers conducted his normal business activities during the 
day on November 21, 1963 and, accompanied by West, visited Ruby 
at the Carousel that evening, although in 1978 his recollec- 

tions of this meeting were very vague, virtually non-existent. {181^.3^ 
The Carousel visit lasted for approximately one hour; they had drinks 
and discussed show personalities, the acts at the Carousel and other 
things. {18If6) Meyers told the Warren Commission that Ruby was 
upset that evening over the firing of Janet Conforto (“Jada”), one 
of his performers, {181^7) although the dismissal had occurred one 
month earlier. {18If8) 

(1187) Meyers and West returned to the Cabana after having in- 
vited Ruby to join them there for a drink. Ruby anived at the Cs^ana 
at approximately midnight, {181^^) where he met Meyers and West 
and v*as introduced to Edward Meyers (Lawrence’s brother) and his 
wife. Edward Meyers was in Dallas attending a convention related 
to his New York bottling and distributing business. {I860) Ruby 
stayed at the Cabana only a few minutes, saymg he had to return to his 
club. {1851) 

(1188) Meyers’ next contact with Ruby occurred on Saturday night, 
November 23, 1963, although the exact circumstances are muddled. 
When interviewed following the assassination, Meyers had spoken of 
a telephone call to his room at approximately 10 p.m. from Ruby. 
{1852) They talked for 15 to 20 minutes, were unable to arrange a 
meeting that night, and made tentative plans to have dinner the fol- 
lowing evening. {1853) In 1978, Meyers adamantly stated that he 
also had dinner with Ruby on Saturday night at the Cabana. {185Ii) 
This has not been corroborated and seems very unlikely in light of the 
committee’s knowledge of Ruby’s activities during that weekend. 
{1855) 

(1189) Meyers told the FBI that on Sunday, November 24, 1963, 
Meyers went to McKinney, Tex., on business and then to Sherman, 
Tex., intending to play golf, but this was canceled after news of 
the shooting of Oswald arrived. {1856) Meyers told the committee 
that he received the news of the shooting while driving to his golf 
date and that he continued and played a round of golf (shooting 
his “worst round ever”). {1857) Meyers stated that the news left him 
in disbelief, and he decided against trying to contact either Ruby or 
the Dallas police department. (1858) On Monday, November 25, 
Meyers and West flew back to Chicago. Mevers never saw West again. 
{1859) 

(1190) Meyers characterized Ruby as an emotional, aggressive in- 
dividual with strong views on most issues. Ruby often told Meyers 
about the labor problems he was having and of his admiration for 
President Kennedy. Meyers related that Ruby often dropped names 
(of entertairiers, public officials, Dallas police officers, “racket people”) , 
but the only friend or associate of Ruby’s that he ever met was George 
Senator. The Warren Commission inquired as to whether Ruby ever 
told Meyers about any underworld association. Meyers responded 
affirmatively, saying that Ruby dropped names many times, but always 
in a general way rather than specifically. (75^^) Meyers also dis- 



808 


avowed any knowledge of a Ruby involvement in specific criminal 
activities such as narcotics or prostitution, {1861) although he men- 
tioned that Ruby once said something about scalping sports tickets 
in Chicago and being a runner for a Chicago numbers racket. {1862) 
Meyers believed that Ruby’s shooting of Oswald was a totally im- 
pulsive act. {1863) 

(1191) When discussing the November 23, 1963, telephone call from 
Ruby (or the dinner conversation), {1861^) Meyers stated that Ruby 
seemed very disturbed about the assassination and the fact that other 
Dallas nightclubs were remaining open that weekend, with Ruby re- 
marking that he had to do something about the situation. Meyers 
said that Ruby became quite incoherent during this conversation. 
{1865) 

(1192) Along with taking Meyers’ testimony, the Warren Commis- 
sion also examined 1963 FBI reports on Meyers, West and Edward 
Meyers {1866) and examined telephone records for Meyers’ 1963 
employer, the Ero Manufacturing Company. (i^^7) No calls of a 
suspicious nature were found. 

(1193) The Commission also questioned several other witnesses as 
to whether they knew or had heard of Lawrence V. Meyers. Ralph 
Paul said Meyers’ name meant nothing to him. {1868) Eva Grant, 
{1869) Alice Nichols {1870) and Curtis Crafard {1871) all said 
they had no recollection of this individual, although Meyers has stated 
that he knew Eva Grant. (i57^) Ruby’s roommate, George Senator, 
said he remembered meeting Meyers at the Carousel one night during 
the summer of 1963, although he was not sure of the date. Senator 
gave the Warren Commission a brief description of Meyei's and stated 
that he knew a little bit about his business, but not how Ruby had met 
h\m.{1873) Senator stated that he met Meyers just that one time, but 
Meyers told the FBI that he had met Senator at the Carousel on several 
occasions, (7<57<4) and he told the Commission that he had met Senator 
about six times, the first time being shortly after he met Ruby. (7^75) 
In 1978, however, Meyers stated he had met Senator only once, merely 
saying hello and how are you. {1876 ) Meyers has also stated that he had 
met Abe Weinstein casually, after Weinstein was out of the nightclub 
business, (7<577) and that he knew Joe Oampisi, having first met him in 
the late 1960’s or early 1970’s at a golf tournament.(757^) 

(1194) Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Whereupon , 


LAWRENCE VICTOR >iEYERS 
was duly sworn and testified as follows; 

EXAMINATION 


BY MR. PURDY: 

Ql tlr. Meyers, will you please state your full 

name for the record. 

A. Lawrence Victor Meyers, M-e-y-e-r-s . 

Ql Just prior to beginning this deposition, I 

have just explained a few of the minor details to make sure 
it is clear to you before we begin. 

I have just recently given you a copy of the 
rules of the committee and the resolutions setting up the 
committee; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Ql Essentially, one of the main points of the 

deposition is that it is voluntary? 

Do you understand that? 

A. I am aware of that, 

Q. At any time you can refuse to answer questions. 

You can call a halt to the deposition, and that you can get 
advice from an attorney at any time. 

Do you understand those points? 


25 


A. 


I am aware of that. 
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Cl Finally, I want the record to show that you 

understand this is a deposition under oath and that the 
normal penalties for perjury apply to this testimony. 

A. I know that. 

Q. Would you please state your present address? 

A. 6219 Bandera, B-a-n-d-e-r-a , Dallas 75225. 

Ql How long have you lived there? 

A. Since 1964. 

Well, now, wait a minute. Do you mean how 
long have I lived at this address? 

Ql Yes . 

A. Oh, four years. 

Ql And where did you live prior to that? 

A. 6026 Averill Way, Dallas. The same Zip. 

Ql And when did you move there? 

Pl I would that would be now some eight years ago. 

Prior to that I lived at 2800 Cathedral Way, 

also in Dallas. 

Ql Was that your first residence in Dallas? 

A That was our first Dallas residence, 

Ql When did you arrive in Dallas? 

A I know it was 1964, I am almost sure that the 

month was March. I think it was March of '64. 

Ql Where did you move from? 

A Chicago. 
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1 Ql How long had you lived in Chicago before you 

2 moved here? 

3 A. Kell, including the suburbs, we lived in 

4 Chicago for about eight years. 

5 Ql Eight years. What: was your occupation in 

5 I Chicago? 

7 A. In Chicago, at the time I lived — the early 

0 I part of my Chicago living I was with a company called 
9 Healthways out of Los Angeles, California. 

10 I 0* And then where did you work? 

A. Then I left them and went with — I became a 

manufacturer’s representative. That lasted for a couple of 
years. Then I went to work for Ero , E-r-o, Manufacturing 
Company in Chicago. 

Ql What occupations did you have when you lived 

in New York? 

A. Nothing, really. I left New York when I was 

just a kid. 

I worked as a soda fountain dispenser for a 
while. I left there when I was probably 17 years old, 17 or 
18. 

Ql Where did you go then? 

A. Well, no place specifically. I just traveled 

around the country to various places. 

Ql Until you settled in Chicago? 
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A. No. I settled in San Diego. In 1936 , I 

got to San Diego. 

I went to work as — Do you want the 
history there. 

& Yes, sir, just some of the more general 

things . 

A. All right. I went tot work as a shoe 

clerk in San Diego for a company called Edison Brothers 
Shoe Company . 

I met my wife. We were married in 1936. 

We lived in San Diego for -- this could vary a year or 
two. I can't be positive. We lived there until about 

1939, I guess, and then we moved to Los Angeles. 

We lived on a street called Virginia 
Avenue , and then we came back to San Diego and I went to 
work for Nabisco, National Biscuit Company, and then — 

Ql What year was that? 

A I beg your pardon? 

Ql What year was that? 

A Oh, I would guess that I was with Nabisco, 

I know when World War II had begun. 

No, World War II begun when we lived on 
Virginia Avenue. I guess I was back in San Diego about 

1940, and I stayed there for a couple or three years 
with Nabisco, National Biscuit Company. 
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Then -- Now this is San Diego. Then we 
bought a house in Burbank, which you may be aware is a 
suburb of Los Angeles, and we lived there until 1952. 

And then I went to Chicago. I was with 
Healthways at that time. I went to Chicago to set up 
the thing for that area, and then Mrs. Meyers and our 
two older children joined me there about a month or two 
after t hat . 

Ql You talked about Ero Manufacturing Company 

in Chicago. What type of business did this company do? 

A. Well, their basic business at the time I 

went to work for them was manufacturing automobile seat 
covers, and Mr. Howard Leopold was the Chairman of the 
Board of the directors of the company, and he was aware, 
he become aware, that the seat cover business, which I 
don't suppose either of you two would be knowledgeable 
about, was on the downgrade. People were no longer 
buying seat covers. You know, in those days you went 
out and bought a new car and the first thing you did 
was put seat covers on it. 

So he wanted to add items to the company's 
manufacturing process that would fit in to their type 
of operation, which was a sewing operation, and my 
background had been the sporting goods business for 
these many years with Healthways, particularly- 
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And he was told about me and he called me 
in for an interview and everything went all right, 
obviously, and we set up a division of Ero Manufacturing 
Company where we produced life jackets, boat cushions, 
sleeping bags, insulated underwear, anything that had 
to do with the sewing operation, and I was given charge 
of that setup. 

Ql How long were you employed by Ero? 

A. Well , that could vary a few months or a 

year. I am not sure, but I would say from -- Oh, Lord. 

I know I was with them on my 50th birthday , which 
would have been 1960. 

I would say from about 19 58 , probably , to 
earlyl963orlate'63. 

0. Did you have basically the same duties 

during that time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Or did you responsibilities change? 

A. No. I traveled around the country selling, 

and also setting up sales forces. 

Yes , it would be late 1963 because I had 
to come to McKinney. I am beginning to put things 
together. It's been a lot of years ago. 

Ql What were the chief accounts that Ero 

had that you would have worked with? 
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1 A. That I would have worked with? 

2 gi Yes. 

3 A. Well, Sears, Roebuck, of course. In this 

4 area the biggest and probably the main account around 

5 here was a company called Gibson, Gibson Discount 

6 Centers. 

7 ! 0* Did you have a particular geographic 

8 region you were responsible for? 

9 ! A. No. I was sales manager. I had the 

10 United States. 

11 As a matter of fact, I had set up a number 

12 of local reps in various areas to cover those areas. 

13 Q. Did you set up a local rep for the Dallas 

14 area? 

15 A, We didn't have one at that time. No. I 

16 came here. 

17 Ql Did you have a local rep for the Chicago 

18 area? 

19 A. No. I also covered that. However, we had 

20 them in Detroit and we had them in California. 

21 0. You mentioned Sears and Gibson Discount 

22 as two of the major accounts. 

23 Which offices did you work with? 

24 A, Well, Sears I worked with in Chicago. And 

25 Discount was Dallas. Literally a suburb of Dallas at 
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that time called Seagoville. 

Q. Did you have an ongoing relationship with 

Gibson Discount during those approximately five or six 
years you were with Ero? 

A. Yes. As a matter of fact, Gibson Discount 

Center was the main reason for my moving to Dallas. 

Q. What was the policy of Ero regarding your 

long-distance phone calls and the billing of them on 
business expenses? 

A. Well, I charged all of my expenses. I 

either paid for them and the company reimbursed me or 
I charged them directly to Ero, depending on how we 
had set that up. 

As far as long-distance phone calls are 
concerned, Ero had a WATS line which I used 99 percent 
of the time. 

Q. How about when you were traveling? 

A. I called on the WATS, I called collect, 

and whoever I called for was not in at that time, 
obviously would return the call, call me back later on 
the WATS line . 

0- How about if you were making long-distance 

calls to someplace other than your headquarters when 
you were on the road? Did you have a telephone credit 
card you would use? 
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A. I would guess. Now, here I am guessing 

because I can't tell you exactly. 

If I am making a long-distance phone call 
other than to Ero, I could very likely have put it on 
a telephone company credit card. 

Qi You had one? 

A. Oh, yes. I have had one for years. Here 

again, it is a guess. 

Ql Was that your personal card or was that a 

business card? 


A. No. It was my personal card. 

Ql So then you would submit a bill to the 

business? 

A. Right. 

Q. What, every month? 

A. Ero would reimburse me periodically, 

depending on when I made a trip. 

Ql Did you have at any time more than one 

telephone credit card? 

A. No, 


Ql You just had one copy of it? 

A. Yes. 

Ql Did anyone else have access to it? 

A. My wife would have had one . 

Ql She had a copy of it? 
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A. She had a copy of it or she had, you know, 

my credit card number written down , just as she does 
today . 

0- Did any of your local sales reps ever use 

your credit card number? 

A. No, not to my knowledge, 

0- You never had a company telephone credit 

card? 

A. No. Although I did have company travel 

cards . 

0* To pay for -- 

A. You know, plane trips and train and so on. 

& When you were on the road did you have 

occasion to make a lot of long-distance phone calls to 
places other than to your headquarters? 

A. Well , the only long-distance calls I would 

normally make — I can't remember every long-distance 
call I made then, obviously, but the only calls that I 
would make to other than my home or to one of my 
children or the company would have been to whoever I 
wanted to set up my next appointment with. 

Then I would call them long-distance to be 
sure that they would be available when I wanted to get 
there, you know. 

0. When you made these calls you would 
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put them on your credit card? 

A. I would invariably, if I remember, put 

them on my credit card, sure. 

Ql In the early 1960's, how often did you 

tr a ve 1 to Dallas or the Dallas area on business? 

A. Well, this again is a guess. I would come 

here frequently. Well, what I would call frequently. 

I came to Dallas a number of t ime s . Now , 

I would come to Dallas for two reasons. Not 
necessarily both at the same time. One would be, of 
course, to see Gibson. 

0. Was there a particular person you usually 

s aw? 

A. Oh, I would usually work with Herb Gibson 

who was the Chairman of the Board of directors, or 
their sporting goods -- I don't even know if Lee Roy 
Kelso was with them at that time. 

It would be with Herb Gibson primarily. 

Ql Is he still alive now? 

A. Yes, He doesn't like me very much, but he 

is still alive . 

The other reason I would come to the Dallas 
area would be the fact that Ero had built a plant in 
McKinney , Texas, and that -- I beg your pardon? 

Ql Go ahead. 
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That plant was primarily set up to 
manufacture the goods for me. It may some seat covers, 
but basically the production of the plant was life 
jackets, ski belts and sleeping bags. 

Ql What was the purpose for your actually 

visiting the plant itself? 

A. Well, it would have to do with a number of 

things. Production capability. You know, what I still 
had to sell, what we could still accept orders for 
deliveries. That was it. 

Of course, the plant manager was a friend 

of mine , too . 

QL What is his name? 

A. Sherwood Smith . 

Ql He was the person you would have dealt with 

the most on these trips ? 

A. I beg your pardon? 

Ql Was he the person you would have dealt 

with most on these trips? 

A. Well , I would have seen Sherwood on any 

trip I made to the Dallas area, assuming he was in town 
at that time . 

Ql Is he still around? 

A. I beg your pardon? 

Ql Is he still alive, still around? 
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A. No. He lives in — oh, it is a suburb of 

Chattanooga. Ocean Springs or something of that type. 

He is running a plant in Chattanooga. I 
have no idea whose plant it is. 

You see, Sherwood and I knew each other 
in Chicago, He worked for Ero in the Chicago office 
for the Chicago Main Building where I also had my 
headquarters at that time. So we knew each other there. 

And when Ero built the plant in McKinney 
he was transferred to McKinney, Texas. 

0. When you came to Dallas how long would 

you typically stay? 

A. As a rule, two or three days. 

0. Where would you stay? 

A. A number of places. If I was going to 

work with Sherwood only I would stay at the motel in 
McKinney, which was called -- oh, golly -- Woods Inn or 
something like that. Woods Motel. 

Other than that I stayed at the Cabana. 

At that time it was the Cabana , It is no longer called 
the Cabana. 

And -- oh, golly, I can't remember . I must 
have stayed at some other motels in Dallas, 

0. You said when you came you would stay 
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approximately two or three days. 
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A. Yes, sir. 

ft How often would you come to Dallas? 

A. This again is a guess . I am estimating . 

I would say I would come to Dallas probably every 
couple of months, two and a half or three months. 
Something like that. 

ft Would you normally come to Dallas alone 

or with other people? 

A. Most of the time alone. 99 percent of the 

time alone . 

ft And what would generally account for the 

other one percent? 

A. Company . I came to Dallas one time with 

a gir 1 , and another time with a fellow named HSirvey 
Lederman, who was Ero*s — oh, what the hell was his 
job with Ero. I really couldn't tell you what his 
exact job was , but he was , in a sense , one of the 
executives of the company . 

ft When was that trip, do you remember? 

A. That was also in *63. 

ft Do you remember the month? 

A. No, I couldn't tell you the month. 

ft Do you remember the season of the year? 

, A. I beg your pardon? 

ft Do you remember the season of the year? 
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A. It would be a sheer guess. I have no 

memory of that. I know he was with his wife and father. 

Ql Was the purpose of that trip to go to 

McKinney or to go to — 

A. To McKinney. VJe did go to McKinney. 

Obviously, we went to McKinney. We also went to Monroe, 
Louisiana to visit an account that I did a lot of 
business with there, which was actually a Gibson 
franchise operation out of Monroe, Louisiana. They 
were called Gibson Discount Stores, but they were owned 
by a company called Howard Brothers who have since 
ceased, you know. They kicked out the franchise. They 
are now running their own stores, Howard Brothers 
Stores in Monroe . 

I know Harvey and I drove there. He went 
around with me to visit customers. 

Ql Who was your personal contact in Monroe , 

Louisiana for that local Gibson franchise? 

A. You know, my mind is blank on that. I 

haven't the vaguest idea. It will come to me , I am 
sure, sooner or later, but at this moment I can't 
think of it. 

I would have to remember the sporting 
goods buyer at that time. I don't know. I couldn't 
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tell you. 
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Q. On your trips to the Dallas area were 

there any particular clubs that were favorites that you 
frequented? 

A. The only blub I ever went to in Dallas was 

the Carousel, the one that Jack Ruby owned, from the 
standpoint of going to a club , you know , 

I would stop in at the lounge at the 
Cabana and have a drink. 

Ql Were there any particular restaurants that 

were favorites of yours? 

A. No, no special restaurant. 

Ql Did you normally try to eat out or did 

you normally eat at the hotel where you were staying? 

A. I would rarely eat at the hotels,- I would 

invariab ly eat out . 

Ql Were there certain individuals that you 

would look up when you were in town? You were 
apparently here very often . 

A. Jack Ruby. I would always make it a point 

to say hello to him. 

Ql Were there any business or personal 

associates of yours that you -- 

A. Other than Jack Ruby? 

Ql Yes. 

A. That I would socialize with? 
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Q. That you would spend any time with at all 

other than actually direct business meetings? 

A. (Shakes head.) 

0- Where there any other business associates 

of yours that you haven't mentioned to us that you can 
remember? 

A. Not that I can think of, 

0. Were there any other particular companies 

that you had dealings with in Dallas? 

Pl Companies that I did business with? There 

must have been some others . 

Oshmans out of Houston. 

0. Could you spell that? 

A. O-s-h-m-a-n-s , and I would call on stores 

like Sanger-Harr i s , Cullum & Boren, which were major 
sporting goods operations. 

0. But you didn't have, didn.'t develop any 

friendships with any — 

A- No personal contacts with any of these 

people, other than the man who owned Gshmans, who has 
long since been dead, Jake Oshman. 

0. Did he know Jack Ruby? 

A. No. I have no idea how he could have 

possibly have known him . 

0. Did you come to know during this period 
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1 

any members 

of the Dallas Police Department? 

2 

A, 

None . 

3 

a 

Any public officials of any kind? 

4 

A, 

No . 

5 

a 

Any other law enforcement- type people? 

6 


No . Not at that time . 

7 

a 

Did you know George Senator? 

8 

A, 

I know who you are talking about. I am 

9 

almost certain that I met him one time at the club 

10 

when he was 

up there visiting Ruby. 

11 

a 

You don't remember any of the details? 

12 

A. 

I haven't had any contacts with George 

13 

Senator . 


14 

ft 

Just to meet him? 

15 

A. 

He was at the club. I have a vague 

16 

recollection of having met him there. If this is so. 

17 

and I think 

it is, we just said hello and how are you? 

18 

ft 

What did you typically do for entertainment 

19 

on your trips to Dallas? 

20 

A. 

You are going way back there. Really very 

21 

little. 


22 


I would have dinner with Sherwood Smith 

23 

at his home 

, spend time there with him and his wife and 

24 

kids, throwing baseballs around, play golf, if I had my 

25 

clubs with 

.e. i 
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This was when I would come here alone. 
That's it . Maybe go to a movie . 

Ql Did you have any particular other cities 

that you visited fairly frequently? 

A. Oh, there were a lot of cities that I 

visited frequently. Detroit, Cleveland, New York, 

Most of the major cities in the United States. St. 
Louis, Kansas City. I did a lot of business in Kansas 
City. Atlanta, Los Angeles, I think mentioned earlier. 
Minneapolis, Omaha. Many, many major cities in the 
country. That was my job. 

Ql Did you ever meet Earl Ruby in Detroit or 

anyone else? 

A. {Shakes head , ) 

Now, that's Jack's brother? 

Ql Right. 

A. I never met him. I never knew anything 

about him until after this thing happened . 

Ql You didn't have occasion to mention to 

Jack that you traveled around a lot, and he mentioned 
his brother Earl? 

A. Oh, I'msurel mentioned that to him . He 

knew I traveled, but he never mentioned his brother. I 
have no recollection of it. 
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Did he mention anyone else in his family? 



829 



A. I knew his sister, the one here , 

Qi The one in Dallas? 

A. Yes , 

0. How often did you go to Las Vegas on 

business ? 

A. Maybe once a year. Maybe twice. Not 

frequently at all. 

Now, I went to Las Vegas far more often 
when we lived in California. 

Ql What was the particular account or clients 

that you had in Las Vegas? 

A. I never went to Las Vegas on business 

specifically from California. 

Q. Did you have any business interests of 

any kind in Las Vegas? 

A. I'm sorry. I didn't hear that. 

Qi Did you have any business interest of 

any kind in Las Vegas at any time? 

A. No. 

Ql Do you remember Joyce McDonald? 

A. (Shakes head . ) 

0. Who went by the name of Joy Dale? 

A- Are you talking about the girl I brought 

to Dallas with me? 

Q. No. 
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A. I just don't remember her name . 

Q. No. I am talking about someone that 

worked for Jack Ruby. 

A, The name doesn't ring a bell at all. 

One of the strippers , no doubt? 

Ql She went with you to the Texas State Fair 

one evening . 

A, Oh , now you bring it up . 

Yes. I know who you are talking about. 
When you mentioned the State Fair, I remember that. 

She was working with a group of people at 
the Texas State Fair. They were doing a performance of 
some kind . I don’t even remember what it was. Sort of 
a play. 

Are you with me? 

Ql Yes . 

A. Andithink-- now , here again I am 

conjecturing, but I think Jack asked me to look her up 
and say hello to her. 

Otherwise I wouldn't cold go up and talk 
to her. But I did, and I don't know what the hell 
went on but one word led to another. Then she told me 
that this particular group she was with needed some 
money to change the production or to get over something 
that they had to get over, some hump or something, and 
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1 

I gave her a check. 

2 

I asked Ruby if I should and he said sure. 

3 

Ql Was he present at the time when she asked 

4 

you for the money? 

5 

A. No. No. 

6 

He said if I felt like it to go ahead and 

7 

do i t . 

8 

My intentions, of course, were strictly 

9 

ulterior at time as far as she was concerned. 

10 

Let’s face it, I was just trying to make 

11 

points. As I said before, I was much younger then. 

12 

I gave her a check, and I think it was 

13 

either three or $400.00. I can’t remember now , and 

14 

she asked me where to cash it . 

15 

I said, ’’Well, hell, have you got a 

16 

checking account? ” She said , ” No . ” 

17 

I said, "Well, give it to Jack. He will 

18 

cash it. He knows my check is good," which I think 

19 

she did, and that's all I know about that. 

20 

0. You say you asked Jack whether you should 

21 

give her the check , 

22 

So she asked for the check, and Jack 

23 

wasn't with you at the time? 

24 

A. That ' s right . 

25 

0. So did you call Jack or did you ask him 
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personally whether you should give her the check? 

A. I asked him personally. I very likely 

saw him at the club that evening or the next night or 

wha te ve r . 

You see, I never saw Jack Ruby -- let me 
make two things clear here to you. The only times, 
twice, that I have any recollection of having seen Jack 
Ruby outside of his nightclub or outside of the 
Carousel, other than to leave the Carousel with him 
when he closed it to get, you know, a cup of coffee or 

s ome thi ng , He was goi ng home and I was going where I 

was staying, which was once when he came by and we had 
a sporting goods show. That was when we first met. 

He stopped to -- we also made bar be 11s. He was 
interested in physical culture. 

0. What year was this , do you remember? 

A. Oh, again, I am guessing. I would say 

probably *61 or maybe early *62, something like that. 

We discussed barbells. At least we started 
to discuss that. One word led to a no the r . I was f rom 
Chicago and so was he. Blah, blah, so and so. 

The only other time I saw Jack Ruby outside 
of his club was when he had dinner with me that Saturday 
night at the Cabana. 


25 


0 . 


You are talking about the Saturday night 
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after the assassination? 

A, Yes. We did leave his club, oh, I don’t 

know. Two or three times when he would close it up. 

We would, as a rule, walk around the corner. I am 
trying to remember the name of the restaurant, a little 
coffee shop directly behind the -- well, adjacent to 


the Adolphus 

Hotel 

on Elm Street. 


ft 

Well , 

I am going to want 

to pursue the 

questions of 

those 

meetings around the 

time of the 


assassination in a few minutes. 

Regarding some of your visits to Las 
Vegas, maybe some persons who have been previously 
associated with Dallas you might have met them in 
either place. 


Mr. B 


an ex 
f rate 


Did you ever meet or did you ever know of 


enny 

Binyon? 




A. 

No. I know 

who 

you are 

talking about? 

ft 

How did you 

know 

who he 

is ? 

A. 

Well , because he 

was, and I guess still is 


-Texan who was well-known in the gambling 
rni ty . 


QL Did you know anyone that knew him well? 

A, Not that I can think of offhand. 

Ql But you never met with him? 

A. Iwouldn’t know him if he walked in here. 
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Qi Did you ever meet Louis McWillie? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you ever know of him? 

A. NO. That name doesn't ring a bell at all. 

0. Did Jack Ruby ever mention knowing a Louis 

McW i 1 1 ie ? 

A. Not to my knowledge. Not to my memory. 

0. Did you ever meet Tony Zoppi? 

A. I never met him. I saw him. 

0. Where did you see him? 

A. You see, here again it becomes confusing. 

That name I would associate with Dallas after the 
assassination. You see, he lived in the Dallas area 
at that time. 

He was in Dallas, if my memory is correct, 
shortly after I got here. He was involved with show 
business one way or another. Producing shows or 
setting up shows. You see, I don't know the man. I 
have never talked to him. 

Qi You never met him in Dallas or Las Vegas? 

A. No . 

Qi Have you ever met R. D . Matthews? 

A. No. 

C- Russell D. Matthews who used to work in 


25 


Dallas, and currently works in Las Vegas? 
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A. No. Doesn't ring any bells at all. 

Q. You mentioned you met Jack about 1960 or 

1961. 

What makes you think it was about that 

time? 

A. Well, it had to be before the assassinatio 

& Do you remember talking to the FBI in 

December of 1963 about Jack Ruby? 

A. I am sure I did . 

Q. In that report you mentioned that you had 

met Jack Ruby approximately five years earlier than the 
assassination. 

A. Well, then, my memory has gone real bad 

because I don ' t think I would have know Jack five 
years prior to the assassination. 

Ql You have said you had fairly frequent 

contacts with Dallas between 19 58 and * 63 . 

1958 would make it about five years before 
the assassination. 

A. Right. 

Ql Is there something that helps you make the 

determination that you had met Jack Ruby in 1961 rather 
than in 1958? 

A. No. I am just trying to remember how 

long I would have known Ruby, and to the best of my 
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memory now it would have to be some two to three years 
before the assassination. 

Ql Did you know when he owned any club other 

than the Carousel Club? 

A. If he did, at any time I knew him, I didn't 

know anything about it. 

The only club I ever saw him at was the 

Carousel . 

Ql Did he ever own some other club at a 

time when you knew him? 

A. You see here, I have to separate what I 

knew and I have read since. 

I know that he owned a club or he started 
a club that he gave to his sister. Now, whether it was 
before, I just don't remember . 

Ql Did you ever go to the Vegas Club? 

A. Do you mean in Dallas? 

Ql Yes . 

A. I wouldn't know where it is today. I have 

never heard of it . 

Ql Didyouever know Jack Ruby to go out of 

town , to leave Dallas? 

A. No, which he could very well have done 

but he never said anything to me. 


25 


I mean at a time when I knew, when I 
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talked to him, he had never said — 
recollection of him having told me 
of town or going on a trip or whate 
Ql Nor did he mention tha 

been out of a town on a trip? 

A. If he did, I just don' 

Ql You don't have any spe 

of him having gone to Cuba? 


I have no 
he was going out 
ver , 

t he had recently 

t remember it. 
cific recollection 


A. No. 


& 

A. 

somethin 

Qt 

A. 

It was a 


friends 

a 

A. 

my wife, 

a 

between , 
A. 


a 

A. 


Have you ever been to Cuba? 

Oh, my. In, probably, 1934. 1933, 

g like that. 

But not since then? 

No. That was when Cuba was wide 6pen. 
different then . 

As a matter of fact , a number of my 
went to Cuba at that time from Miami. 

Back in the 1930*s? 

Back in the 1930*s, That was before I met 
It would to be before 1936, 

Did you have any friends who went to Cuba 
say, around 1958 to 1960? 

(Shakes head, ) 

No business associates or personal friends 
No . 
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0- Did you have any knowledge of the gambling 

activities in Cuba in the late 1950's? 

A. In Cuba? 

Ql Yes , 

A. Just what I saw when I went there on that 

one trip. Who was running it or what, I don't know. 

Q. You say you left the Ero Manufacturing 

Company in late 1963. 

Where did you go to work next? 

A. Farber Brothers. 

Ql Why did you make the switch? 

A. Well, Ero was on the downgrade . Business 

was going very bad. They were in sever financial 
problems, and I owed quite a bit of money to some 
people in the Chicago area that I could not repay 
through my Ero association, and so I told these people 
that I would repay them at so much per month , but that 
I was going to change jobs, which I did. 

I did. In other words, I changed jobs and 
I repaid them. 

What was the reason the Ero job wouldn't 
enable you to repay them? 

A. Because the Ero thing was phasing out. 

Q. Because, in other words, your salary 

potential or your earnings -- 
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1 A. I was limited extremely. They had built 

2 two new factories that they didn't have to build. 

3 Well, let's put it another way. They buil 

4 two new factories that became a drain on the company 

5 finances, and the production that I had put them in, in 

6 the sporting goods manufacturing, was becoming more and 

7 more competitive , so the profit picture had begun to 

8 become very limited , 

9 Ql Was Farber a s imilar company to Ero? 

10 A. To a degree. Farber was very similar. 

11 As a matter of fact, they also still are a seat cover 

12 manufacturing company, and they wanted to get into the 

13 same field. You know, life jackets and boat cushions, 

14 soonandsoforth. 

15 And the reason — you might as well get 

16 the rest of the thing while we are at it, because as 

17 we talk about it it comes back to me. 

18 Sherwood Smith left Ero, left the 

19 McKinney plant, and went to work for Farber. 

20 Ql Approximately when? 

21 A. Here again, I don't know . It would have 

22 to be a sheer guess . 

23 Ql Was it a long time or a short time before 

24 you went with Farber? 

25 A. It was a reasonably short time. Within a 
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year. He went to work for Farber, and then Maurice 
Farber was looking or had need for somebody like me, 
and he told Maurice about me and we talked and one 
thing led to another and I went to work for him. 

Qi What was your position with Farber? 

A. Selling sporting goods. 

0. Did you have the responsibility for a 

certain geographic area? 

A. Yes . 

0. What was the geographic area? 

A. Well, basically this area. Basically the 

southwest, but he would also send me to certain areas 
where I thought I could open up some business. 

Q, What were you major accounts in the Dallas 

area with Farber? 

A. The same. 

0. Basically the same accounts? 

A. Basically . 

0. Farber was a direct competitor of Ero? 

A. Yes, You see, I had made Farber a direct 

competitor . The same business. 

Well, there was only one thing that we 
added to the line that I sold a lot of at that time , 
and those were -- would you know what I mean when I say 
coil spring cushions? Cushions that you sit on in a 
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car. Kool 

Kushions. Farber 

manufactured that 

and 

Ero didn ' t ^ 

r and we sold quite 

a few of 

those . 



So, there again 

I started 

working 

with 


certain automotive accounts that I did not work with 
in the Ero picture. 

As a matter of fact, in most cases, it 
would have really been the same accounts but a different 
buyer. You see, I worked primarily with the major, 
as we say the majors , the chains, so I would sell the 
same account but I would literally, as I do today , I 
would work with two separate buyers and in some cases 
five different buyers, depending on who bought the 
particular category that I was selling at the time . 

Qi You said earlier that you moved from 

Chicago to Dallas in approximately March of 1964 . 

A. Yes . 

Ql What prompted that move? 

K The fact that I was spending more time 

traveling from the Chicago area to the Dallas area to 
do business . A greater part of my volume was coming 
out of the southwest , which at that time necessitated 
my coming down here frequently from Chicago , and the 
decision we made was it would be much wiser to live in 
this area. 


Farber Brothers is a Memphis , Tennessee 
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company . Our original converstion was would it be 
wiser to move to Memphis . 

The more we talked about it it was decided 
that it would be much wiser to live in Dallas. 

0. Who do you work for now? 

A. Myself. I am LVM Sales, Inc. Do you want 

the picture of what I do now? 

0. Generally. 

A. All right. I am, I suppose you would say, 

75 to 80 percent retired. 

I came to Dallas. I worked with Farber 
for a while. Then — well, I might just as well tell 
you exactly how it was. 

I wanted more money because I was’ doing 
very well, and Maurice Farber made me a vice-president. 

I said, "What is this for?" He said, "It 
will open more doors for you." I said, "I would much 
more prefer to open the door at the bank. " 

In other words, he wouldn't give me any 
more money but he did make me a vice-president . 

So then I says, "Well, why don't you let 
me add another line or two? " 

You see at that time I worked strictly for 
Farber. So he said, "All right. If you want to do it 
that way, we will change your financial setup. You will 
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operate on a draw against a commission basis instead of 
a flat salary and expense account," which was fine, 
very satisfactory, so I took on some other lines and 
the other lines got so big and Farber ' s line became so 
unimportant that I gave up Farber altogether and wound 
up with lines that fitted predominantly in the men's 
clothing field. 

I should almost say probably to the men's 
world in the sports clothing field. 

Now, about — I don't know -- roughly a 
year ago I gave up all of the other lines with the 
exception of one that I still keep and I will keep as 
long as I am physically and mentally capable of working. 

0. What is that? 

A. That's a company called Walls Industry. 

They are out of Cleburne, Texas. 

Now, here again, as long as we are on this 
subject -- I would just as soon not have to go to 
Washington to tell you all of this again -- I have a 
peculiar setup with Walls, I do not have a territory. 

I am listed in their records as a special accounts 
salesman. 

I only sell mass merchandise, and that 
could be any place in the United States. 


25 


I have to go to Detroit tomorrow. This is 
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1 

for K-Mart. 

2 

Ql We were talking earlier about some possible 

3 

clubs that you may have frequented when you were in 

4 

Dallas in the early 60's. 

5 

Have you ever been to the Colony Club? 

6 

A. I don't think so. I know where it is. 

7 

I know where it was. There were three clubs downtown 

8 

in that area. 

9 

There was the Colony, Carousel and another 

10 

one that belonged to the brother of the fellow who had 

11 

the Colony. I don't remember the name of it. 

12 

It is highly possible I might have stopped 

13 

in there and had a drink, and then again I may have not. 

14 

I have no recollection of spending any time there . 

15 

Ql Did you ever meet either of the Weinstein 

16 

brothers? 

17 

A. I met one. 

18 

Ql Which one? 

19 

A. I think his name is Abe . 

20 

Ql What were the circumstances under which 

21 

you met him? 

22 

A Just casually. 

23 

Ql You just met him socially? 

24 

A I would have to say casually. No set up 

25 

appointment or anything. 
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We just talked to each other someplace someday. I 
remember distinctly talking to him, but he was long out 
of the nightclub business. 

But other than that I have no recollection 
of having met either of them. 

Q. You think you just him on one occasion? 

A. I don ' t remember having seen him on more 

than one occasion. I could have. I live in Dallas and 
he lives here, too. 

Ql Do you remember wha t you discussed with 

h im? 


A. I would almost have to say it would have 

to be the nutty Ruby thing, because I remember meeting 
him long after the assassination. 

I have no recollection of having met him 
prior to Kennedy's assassination. 

Ql You mentioned a number of cities you have 

hadbusinessdealingsin. 

Have you had any business dealings in 

New Orleans? 

A. Yes. I still do business there with the 

Security Company , which at that time was a chain of 
sporting goods stores. 

Qt Did you have those contacts with them in 


25 


the early 1960*s? 
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A. Well, no. I have to remember. I would 

think so. I would think that I would call on Marvin 
Rossman with Ero. 

You see, to get back to the early 1960's, 

I have to associate it with Ero and it is highly 
possible I was in there and it is highly possible -- 
now, I did some business with Marvin Rossman, yes, when 
r was with Ero. It is coming back to me now. 

I know he used to buy the rowing machine 

we made , too . 

I tried to do business there with another 
chain operation called Schwegmann ’ s , or something like 
that, but we couldn't do anything. He didn't need it 
or whatever . 

That's the only company I can remember in 
New Orleans having done business with. 

Ql You said Marvin Rossman. Is that a 

person ' s name? 

A. Yes . 

Ql Who did he work for? 

A. He owns Security, he and his brother 

Leonard . 

Ql So he was the main person you dealt with? 

A. Right. 

Ql About how often did you trave 1 to New 
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Orleans in the early 1960's? 

A. Oh, I would say maybe a maximum of twice 

a year. 

Q. Did you have a specific reason to go there, 

or did you — 

A. Just to see them, plus the fact that I 

enjoyed New Orleans. It is a lovely city. 

Q. Did you travel to New Orleans in 1963? 

A. I don't remember. I really can't, I very 

likely was there in 1963. I can't pinpoint it. 

I would have to say that it is highly 
possible that I was there, but I cannot tell you when. 

Ql Were there any particular problems or 

successes with your business contact there that would 
have made you go more or less frequently in 1963? 

A. No, because Marvin gave me a routine 

amount of business that was pretty basic each time I 
called on him, whether it was for the winter line, 
spring line, or spring and summer line, and we would 
visit for maybe an hour or two, maybe have a cup of 
coffee and that would be it . 

Q. Did you visit New Orleans in November of 

1963? 

A. I wouldn't if my life depended on it 

I couldn't tell you. 



848 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

n 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Qi Well, thinking back from your visit to 

Dallas which was in like the third week of November, 
does that refresh your memory as to where you had been 
prior to that particular date? 

A- No, because at that particular time I 

came to Dallas regularly from Chicago. 

You see , November would not have been a 
time for me to have called on New Orleans because it is 
much too early for spring goods and much too late for 
winter goods . 

Ql You indicated earlier you came directly 

from Chicago. 

What trips had you taken to other cities 
prior to your departure from Chicago? 

A. I wouldn't have the vaguest recollection. 

Ql You didn't have a specific- route that you 

followed or anything? 

A. No. 

Ql Do you know a person called Elsa Hacker? 

A. Do I know her or did I know her? 

Ql Have you ever known her? 

A. Very well. 

Ql How did you know her? 

A. Well, we had quite a thing going for a 


25 


number of years. 
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1 


Qt 


Did this include the period of the late 

2 

50 * 

s and 

early 60's? 

3 


A. 


I know the early 60's. Possibly the late 

4 

50 ’ 

s . 



5 


ft 


Where was she living at this time? 

6 


A. 


At the time that I met her? 

7 


ft 


At the time you met her and you knew her? 

8 


A. 


Chicago - 

9 


ft 


She lived in Chicago during the period of 

10 

the 

late 

50 

' s and early 60's? 

11 


A. 


(Nods head . ) 

12 


ft 


Did she trave 1 to any other cities during 

13 

that time? 


14 


A- 


Well, she made atrip with me one time to 

15 

Florida . 



16 


ft 


When was that? 

17 


A. 


Oh , L-ord . I don * t know , It could have 

18 

been * 59 , 

1 

60 or ' 61 . I haven ' t the vaguest idea . 

19 


ft 


What did she do for a living? 

20 


A. 


She was a manicurist. 

21 


ft 


Who did she work for? 

22 


A. 


A named barber shop in Chicago. I don't 

23 

remember . 



24 




Now, the last I heard of her she was back 

25 

in 

Hamburg , 

Germany . 
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Ql Hamburg, Germany? 

A. She is from there originally. 

Ql Did you have any particular contact with 

her in 1963? 

With what frequency would you say you saw 

her ? 

A. Well, you see, here again, I don't 

remember. I do know -- you see, we had a pretty big 

thing going. We broke it off completely. 

As a matter of fact, I sent her back to 
Germany. The last time I saw her was when I took her 
out to the airport in Chicago and put her on a plane 
for Germany. 


Q. What year was that? 

A. Here again I am guessing. Again I am 

guessing. I would have to say it was either in 1962 or 
'63. I just don't remember . 

Ql Did she have access at any time to an 

office phone to make long-distance phone calls? 

A. No . She was never in my office . 

Ql Did you have occasion to call her long- 

distance from her office? 

A That is possible. Do you mean did I call 

her long-distance? 

Cl From your office, right. 
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A, Well, I know I called her in Germany. I 

don ' t remember whether I called her from my office or 
from a payphone. 

. Qi Did you routinely call her when you were 

out on the road, call her long-distance back in Chicago? 

A, I would call her on occasion, yes. When 

you say routinely, I didn't call her every other day, 
but I would call her . 

Ql Did you know Earl Fox? 

A. Earl Fox? That's my father-in-law who 

has been dead for a year and a half. 

Ql Did you have any business deals with him? 

A. No. 


Ql Business dealings of any kind? 

A. No way. 

Ql Were you on good terms with him? 

A. Very good. 

Ql Where was he living in the early ' 60s? 

A. San Diego. National City. He and his 

wife, my father-in-law and mother-in-law. 

Good Lord , how did that get involved in 
this thing? Do you mean I made some long-distance call^ 
there? That's highly possible because my wife would 
be there visiting. 

Ql Your wife had a tendency to visit there 
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frequently? 

A. Every few months she would go out there to 

visit them. You are talking of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Fox, 
Sr. , who were my wife's parents who lived in National 
City which is a suburb of San Diego. They both died 
within the last two years. 

My father-in-law was 89 and my mother-in- 
law was 87. So we are going back now, what, 14 years, 
15 years, so they were in their 70's and my wife was 
the only child left at that time. She had a brother 
that was killed, and she would make trips, periodic 
trips, to San Diego, to National City, to visit her 
parents, particularly in the summertime. She would 
take probably my youngest son David and they would go 
out there and spend a week or two . 

Q. So i f the long-distance phone records 

indicate phone calls they might possible have been you 
calling your wife out there? 

A. Either me calling my wife or my wife 

calling me. If she knew where to find me she would 
call me on the credit card rather than running up their 
phone bill. They were both not ver affluent. 

If she called me from there she would 
invariably -- she would always call me on the credit 
card, or if I was calling there I would certainly call 
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her on the credit card. 

Ql Are you familiar with the American Guild 

of Variety Artists? 

. A I know who you are talking about. 

Ql Do you have any personal knowledge of the 

union? 

A No. 

Ql Did you know anyone associated with that 

union? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Ql Did you know of anyone who was affected 

by the decisions and policies of the union? 

A I am just trying to remember. It's seems 

to me I have a vague recollection of Jack Ruby having 
said something one time about something they had done 
that he didn't like. 

What it was I have no idea. 

Ql Did you have the impression that they had 

done something to him personally? 

A It would have to be business-wise , It 

would almost have to be business- wise . 

Ql Was it your impression they had done 

something to him personally or that it was just -- 
A Well, they had done something to him 

business-wise that hurt him personally. 
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Ql Do you remember what time period it was 

when he was hurt? 

A. I couldn't remember that. I just don’t 

remember . 

Ql Was it close to the time of the 

assassination that he mentioned having the problems? 

A. If I answered that yes or no it would be a 

sheer guess because I just don’t remember. 

It couldn't have been very far away from 
it. I don't know . I can't tell you. It could have 
been two days before for all I know. It could have 
been a year before. 

Q. Did he mention this series of events or 

event hurt him business- wise a lot? 

A. Well, I do have a recollection that 

something that this Guild, a union, which it is , I 
suppose , had prevented him f rom doing something or 
wouldn * t allow him to do something that he wanted to do 
It had to do with his business, and it 
hurt him personally, I guess, through his pocket. 

Ql Did he have some problem with his inabilit 

to get rid of some union members who may have been 
working with his club? 

A. Could have been. I just don't know. It 

could have been . I just don’t remembe r . 
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Ql Could it have had something to do with 

curfew policies of the club? 

A. I don ' t know . 

Ql Could it have had something to do with 

which employees or which people he could hire at the 
club? 

A. Again , you know, it could have been, 

anything to do with his business but I couldn't tell 
you what specific thing it was. 

Ql Do you specifically remember him having to 

change any of his business policies because of this 
union? 

A. No. 

Ql For example, do you ever remember him 

having amateur nights at the club? 

A. I know he had them. I was never there at 

one, I know he had them. They all had them. 

Ql How did the amateur nights work , do you 

know . 

A. Well , the best I know they would have 

usually two or three or four girls that would come out 
and do various forms of a strip. 

Ql Come out from the audience? 

A. No. Well, here again, you see, I don't 

remember whether he had them backstage or whether they 
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walked up out of the audience. I don't know, but they 
would do a routine strip and then, I think, if I am not 
mistaken, the prizes would be awarded by the applause 
of the audience. 

Qi Do you know Mike Shore in Los Angeles? 

A. Mike Shore? 

Qi Yes , sir. 

A. (Shakes head. ) 

Q. o you know of him? 

A. (Shakes head.) No. 

Qi Do you know Frank Goldstein? 

A. Frank who? 

Qi Frank Goldstein. 

A. Frank Goldstein. No. 

0. Do you know Ernest Fast from Chicago. 

A. No. 

Qi Did you ever meet Leon Patrick? 

A. No. 

Qi In Chicago or anywhere else? 

A. No. 

0 Did you know of him? 

A. No . 

0 Do you know Erwin Weiner in Ch icago? 

A. No. 

0 Do you know of him? 
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A. (Shakes head . ) ' , 

Qi Do you know Barney Baker? 

A. (Shakes head . ) 

Ql Do you know of him? 

A. No . 

Ql Did you ever know Paul Roland Jones. 

A. Paul who? 

Ql Paul Roland Jones. 

A. No, 

Ql Did you know Dave Yaros? 

A. No. 

Ql Did you know of him? 


A. 

No 




ft 

Do 

you 

know 

James Henry Dolan? 

A. 

No 




ft 

Do 

you 

know 

of Mr. Dolan? 

A. 

No 




ft 

Do 

you 

know 

Louis Kutner from Chicago? 

A. 

No 




ft 

In 

your 

trips to New Orleans, or by any 

other means , do 

you 

mean 

Carlos Marcello? 

A. 

No 

I 

know 

who you are talking about , 

because I 

read , 

about 

it. 

but I have never met him. 

ft 

Do 

you 

know 

Vincent Marcello? 

A. 

No 
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Ql Did you ever meet Jimmy Hoffa? 

A. No . 

Ql Did you ever meet any representatives of 

his? 

A. (Shakes head . ) 

Ql Did you ever have any dealings with the 

Teamsters Union? 

A. No way. 

Ql Do you know Joe Civello? 

A. No . 

Ql Do you know of him? 

A. No . 

Ql Do you know Joe Campisi? 

A. (Nods head. ) 

Ql How do you know Mr. Campisi? 

A. He owns the Egyptian Restaurant in Dallas. 

Ql When did you meet him? 

A. Oh , Lord . When I first met Joe Campisi , 

I would venture to say it was -- you are speaking 
about meeting him rather than going to his restaurant 
and eating? 

Ql Yes . 

A. The first time I met Joe Campisi would 

probably have been maybe six or seven or eight years 
ago. I met him originally -- do you know what the 
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B'nai B'rith is? We have a golf tournament every year, 
and he plays in it every year, and the first time I 
met him was at this particular B'nai B’rith Calcutta 
Golf Tournament. 

As a matter of fact, I played with him the 

other day. 

0. Did you ever eat at the Egyptian Lounge in 

the early 1960's? 

A. I could have. You see, I cannot -- there's 

no way I can tell you positively. I certainly could 
have . 

Ql Well, if you did you didn't meet him at 

that time? 

A. No. I didn't ever know him. 

ft In your visits to Dallas in the late * 50s 

or early '60s, did you ever particupate in or have 
knowledge of any gambling activities of any kind? 

A, Never. 

ft You never participated in any card games 

socially? 

A. Well , card games . I have played gin 

rummy or something like that. But nothing you would 
call a card game. 

ft Did you ever acquire any knowledge of the 
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existence of any bookmaking activities in Dallas in the 
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early '60s? 

A. None. 

Qi You mentioned earlier that you met Jack 

Ruby around 1960 or 1961. 

A. Well, you know, to preface that again, you 

told me about the FBI saying that I had known him for 
five years. 

I don't know whether I said it wrong or 
whether they misunderstood me or whatever. I have to 
go back in my memory , and all I can say is I had met 
Jack Ruby some two to three years prior to the 
assassination . 

Ql What were the circumstances surrounding 

the time you met him? How did you meet him? 

A. How did I meet him? 

Ql Yes . 

A. We were having a sporting goods show, 

exhibiting sporting goods. 

Ql This was Ero? 

A. Yes. Among the items exhibited was 

barbells. He was a physical culture proponent. As a 
matter of fact, I know he spent a lot of time at the 
YMCA using their goods, which he had told me about, and 
he stopped and we got to talking about this stuff. One 
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word led to another. 
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He was from Chicago and I lived in Chicago, 
and he was Jewish and I was Jewish, and I was visiting 
in Dallas. 

I told him I would get him a set of 
barbells at my cost which was far less than what he 
would have had to pay had he bought them in a store, 
and he had a nightclub and he told me about his club 
and invited me up there. 

I was, to whatever degree, a rounder in 
those days, and so I went up and that was it. That’s 
how we met. 

Ql Do you remember specifically where it was 

you met? You mentioned at this demonstration. 

A. I don’t know where the heck we held it , 

I can't remember . Probably at the Baker Hotel or 
somewhere like that. 

0. You didn't meet him for the first time in 

the Carousel? 

A. No. 

Ql So the first time you saw him at the 

Carousel was after he had invited you to -- 

A. After he had told me what kind of place 

he had. 

Ql Had you ever met him or heard of him in 

Chicago? 
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A. No. 

0. Did you ever subsequently see him in 

Chicago? 

A. No . Never . 

0. Apprximately how many times altogether 

did you see Jack Ruby? 

A. Here again it’s a sheer guess. I would 

probably say a dozen times. 

Ql What would usually be the circumstances 

that would lead up to your seeing him or -- 

A. I would go in the Carousel. I would be 

bored in the evening with nothing to do and would walk 
up there and have a drink. 

Q. Before you came to town on a business trip 

would you call ahead to see if he would be free to get 
together with you for dinner? 

A. I never called Jack. I never called. 

Qt Once you arrived in Dallas would you call 

over there? 

A. I might have called him at the club when I 

got to Dallas. That I don't remember, but I could have 
done it. 

I never called him long-distance to tell 
him I was coming in. 

Qi Was you typical contact with him at the 
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Carousel Club? 

A. Yes , 

Qi Would you be joing him for dinner or just 

for drinks or — 

A. No. We had dinner together just one time, 

to the best of my memory, and that was that Saturday 
night . 

Now, he didn't drink, but I would go up 
to the club and sit there and I would order a Coca-Cola 
or whatever. He would have one of the waitresses bring 
me a drink. 

If I remember right, in those days, you 
still had to bring your own bottle in Dallas, and 
obviously he was not allowed to sell drinks. 

0. Did you ever meet him at his apartment? 

A. No. I have never been to his apartment. 

Qi Did you ever see his apartment? 

A. No . 

Ql Did you ever visit the Sovereign Club? 

A. No . I don ' t know a thing about it . 

QL I believe I asked you before and you ^aid 

that you didn't know about the Vegas club; is that 
correct? 

A. Never heard of it. 

Qt Did Jack Ruby ever ask you for help other 
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than to see if you could get him a good deal on the 
barbel Is? 

A. No . 

Q. Did he ever ask you for help with any 

people in Chicago that you might know? 

A. No . 

Ql Did he ever, in discussing the problems 

he was having with this entertainment union, ask you 
for either help or suggestions as to what he should do? 

A. I have no recollection of it. I couldn't 

imagine why he would do it. I couldn't visualize it. 

Qi When you visited the Carousel Club was 

there an admission charge on those evenings? 

A. If I remember right, I think there was, 

a couple of dollars or something. 

Q. Did Jack Ruby let you in free usually? 

A. Here again, I don’t remember. I think if 

he knew it was me coming in, he would let me in. 

If he wasn't around , I just paid the $2.00 
or whatever and walked on in. 

Ql Once he saw you there would he pay for youi 

drinks? 

A. No. He would greet me. He would see that 

I got a drink, if I wanted it. I always paid for them. 

Ql Did you ever ask him for any suggestions 



865 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

n 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


on people you should look up in town, any businessmen 
that maybe he knew that would help you to get contacts 
for making sales? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever discuss any of your local 

clients with him that he might be able to provide 

information to you on? 

A. The only business I could possibly have 

discussed with Jack Ruby business-wise was to tell him 
that I did a hell of a lot of business here with 
Gibson, which meant nothing to him. 

Qi Did you ever lend him money? 

A. No. 

0. Did he ever ask you to lend him money? 

A. No. 

Ql Did you ever go into any, or discuss any 

mutual investments? 

A. No. 

Ql In your travels or when you would go back 

to Chicago did you ever have contact with him by phone 
or by mail? 

A. No. 

Ql You never had occasion to call him or to 

receive a call? 

A. I could think of no earthly reason for me 
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to call him on the telephone long-distance, and I 
certainly never wrote him any letters. 

Ql Did you ever write him or receive any 

letters from him when he was in jail? 

A. No . 

Ql Did anyone ever contact you after Jack Ruby 

was arrested to see if you would make a contribution to 
a legal defense fund? 

A. (Shakes head . ) 

Ql Following Jack Ruby's arrest did you ever 

try to contact him? 

A. No. I thought about going to see him in 

jail one time, but I decided against it. 

Ql Why did you decide against it? 

A. I just figured there was no point in 

getting involved. There wasn't much I could do for him. 

Ql He had never sent any messages directly to 

you asking for help? 

A. I never heard from him. 

Q. Other than that was there any particular 

reason that you didn't want to go see him? 

A. No. I just didn't want to be involved. 

Ql Which, if any, of your family members or 

relatives or associates did Jack Ruby ever have 


25 


occasion to meet? 
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A. My brother , 

Ql Is that Edward? 

A. Yes. That poor kid. You heard the story 

of why he was here, I guess, or do you want me to repeat 
it to you? 


Ql There are a few other things I wanted to 

develop before going into that. 

A- Go ahead. 

0. What other members of you family or 

associates? 

A. Just my brother and his wife. 

0- Did you ever meet Andy Armstrong who worked 

at the Carousel Club? 

A. Who? 

0. Andy Armstrong . 

A. No, At least it doesn't ring any bells. 

0. Did you ever have occasion to meet or did 

Jack Ruby ever discuss Ralph Paul with you? 

A. No . 

0. How about Harry Hall? 

A Neither of those names mean anything to me . 

0. Did you ever meet in Dallas or subsequently 

in Los Angeles a man named Alex Gruber? 

A No. 

0. Do you know Gordon McLendon? 
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A. I know who you are talking about, but I 

have never met him. 

Ql Do you know Alice Nichols? 

A. No . 

Ql Do you know Harry Olsen? 

A. No . 

Ql Did you know any of Jack Ruby*s employees 

other than Joyce McDonald who we mentioned before? 

A. Yes. I knew one who worked as a part-time 

showgirl for him and also worked as a waitress. 

If you ask me her name I couldn't tell you 
i f my life depended on it. 

Q. Did you know her just from a casual -- 

A. No. As a matter of fact, we spent the 

night together one time. 

Ql Do you remember what year that was in? 

A No. 1960-1961. I am guessing. 

Ql Regarding Joyce McDonald, you, in some 

of your previous reports , indicated that you had seen 
her in October and November of 1963. 

Do you remember meeting her at any other 


time? 


A Well, if this was the time of the State 

Fair, that is the only time I ever met her. 

Ql Did you ever meet Janet Conforto who went 
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1 by the name of Jada? 

2 A. Jada? 

3 Ql I know who you are talking about. I 

4 remember the girl , but I never met her. 

5 As a matter of fact, I saw Jack throw her 
^ down a flight of steps one time. 

7 Ql Why did he do that? 

3 A Because she took off more than he had told 

9 her to take off. 

10 & You mean in her performance? 

11 A Yes, in her performance. 

12 & Do you remember when that was? 

13 A Gosh, I don't know. I couldn't tell you. 

14 I know he was very, very perturbed about 

15 it, and I say that mildly. 

16 Q. Was his anger solely based on her 

17 performance or was there something else? 

18 A It was nothing to do with her performance 

19 other than the fact -- as far as I knew , was the fact 

20 that she could have cost him his license. 

21 They had some drive at that time as to 

22 how much nudity , how much you could take of f , and she 

23 went a little beyond where she should have gone, and he 

24 let her know about i t . 


25 


0 . 


Do you remember him complaining about the 
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1 

salary 

he 

had to pay her? 

2 


A. 

That I don't know . 

3 


a 

Did you ever know Karen Bennett who went 

4 

by the 

name of Little Lynn? 

5 


A. 

I don't know. These kids all had such 

6 

names. 

I 

couldn't think of them in a hundred years. 

7 


a 

Did you ever know Candy Barr? 

8 


A. 

Again, I know who you are talking about 

9 

but I never met her. 

10 



MR. PURDY: We will take about a five- 

11 

minute 

break. We will go off the record. 

12 



(A short recess was taken.) 

13 



MR. PURDY: We have just finished the 

14 

break . 



15 

BY MR. 

PURDY: 

16 


a 

Mr. Meyers, I will ask you if you ever 

17 

saw any police in the Carousel Club? 

18 


A. 

I don't know . I think so . 

19 


0. 

Did Jack ever point them out to you? 

20 


A. 

Very likely. If they were there Jack 

21 

would have 

pointed them out . 

22 


a 

Did he ever introduce any of them to you? 

23 


A. 

No. 

24 


a 

Did he mention to you whether he had any 

25 

special 

relationship with any of them? 
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A. Here again, that is a difficult question 

to answer. He had never said anything to me about 
having special relationships with any policeman, but he 
did mention to me that he was friendly with the police 
force , 

Now , how do you interpret that? 

Ql Did he give any more details as to what he 

meant by friendly, whether he supported the police 
association or -- 

A. He would bring them hot pastrami sandwiches 

and coffee or whatever, things like that- 

Ql Did he give them free drink cards? 

A. This I don't know. 

Ql Do you know if they had to pay for drinks 

or pay for admission? 

A. I have no idea. 

Ql Did you know from any other sources or 

have you subsequently learned, other than just reading 
press accounts, that Jack Ruby was known to a lot of 
Dallas policemen? 

A. No. 

Ql Did you get any indication from Jack Ruby 

as to whether or not he was providing any information 
to the police department or any other governmental 


23 


agency? 
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A. No . 

Ql You talked earlier that Jack had 

mentioned, just generally, having a problem with the 
entertai nmen t union. 

Do you remember him saying or giving you 
any hint as to what he might try to do about it? 

A. No. None at all. 

Ql Do you remember him ever mentioning 

considering a lawsuit or injunction? 

A. I just haven’t the vaguest idea. I knew 

that he was unhappy about it, and again I have to jack 
up my memory. I am almost certain he said he was going 
to do something about it, but what he was going to do 
about it I haven't the vaguest idea. 

Q. You said in one of your previous accounts 

that Jack Ruby was somewhat of a name-dropper. 

A. Right, 

Ql Do you remember any of the names or kinds 

of people he mentioned? 

A. No. I never paid any attention to them, 

because most of the names he would drop had to do with 

people I would have no desire to know or no reason to 
know. 

Ql What kinds of people would these be? 

A, Mostly racket people . 
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1 0. RacketpeopleinDallasorin some other 

2 city? 

3 A, Around the country. 

4 Ql , What specific cities? 

5 A, I couldn't remember a name or a city if my 

6 life depended on it. 

7 Ql Do you think he mentioned Chicago or any 

8 people in Chicago since you were from there? 

9 A, It is highly possible. 

10 Ql Do you remember any of the names he 

11 suggested of people from Chicago? 

12 A. No. 

13 Ql Did you know any of the racket figures 

U in Chicago? 

15 A. That is, not that I knew who they were. I 

16 would not know. 

17 Ql From your visits to the Carousel Club did 

18 you get any impression as to whether or not any of the 

19 strippers he employed were involved as prostitutes at 

20 all? 

21 A, No. 

22 Ql Did you gain any feeling from Jack Ruby as 

23 to whether he had strong feelings about customers 

24 soliciting the strippers? 

25 A. He did have definitely very strong feelings! 
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1 about the girls soliciting the customers. 

2 0- What were those strong feelings? 

3 A. That he was very much against it, 

4 0- Against them soliciting customers? 

5j A. Verydefinitely. 

6 Ql Did he mention anything about being agains 

7 ! customers soliciting the strippers? 

8 A This I don't know. How are you going to 

9 1 stop a customer from soliciting a stripper? 

10 I do know for a very definite fact that 

11 it was a very positive no, no to him apropos any girls 

12 working in the place soliciting customers. 

13 Q. Did he ever take action against a stripper 

14 i for soliciting? 

15 A That I don't know. I never saw it. 

16 0- In 1963 , you took a number of trips to 

17 Dallas. 

Do you remember when the first one was? 

A No . 

Ql Do you remember, for example, a trip in 

February where you stayed at the Cabana? 

A Is that the first time it opened? Is that 

when it first opened? 

Ql No. That was the first visit in 1963 . 

A Well, the first time I stayed at the 
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Cabana, this much I do know for a fact, the first time 
I stayed at the Cabana was either the day or the day 
sfter it opened. I couldn't tell you when that was. 

It could have been early 1963 or it could have been 
1962. I don't know. 

QL How long did you stay there on that 

occasion? 


A. 

longer than 
QL 
A. 

QL 


I would have no occasion to stay there 
two or three days . 

Were you alone on that visit? 

I think so. 

Were you just engaging in business on that 


trip? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Was it the business that you have 

discussed previously with clients in Dallas? 

A. It's highly possible. Let me clear one 


thing . 

Any trip I made to Dallas in those days 
had to do only with business. My purpose in making 
the trip was business. 

I would be here for no other reason. 

0. In the October trip you mentioned the 

incident with Joyce McDonald, and you had said you had 
given her a check for maybe three or $400. 
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probably about $200. 

A. Whatever it was. It was a couple of 

hundred dollars. 

Ql Did you ever find out what happened to 

that money? 

A. No. I am almost certain, and here again, 

I am not positive but I am reasonably sure that Jack 
Ruby cashed the check for her. 

0- Did you know that Jack Ruby took $100 of 

the money? 

A. He very well could have. I don't know. 

Ql You had said that you had an ulterior 

motive in regard to giving the money to the girl. 

A. Sure. 

Ql Was it your habit to be that extravagant 

with your money generally. 

A. No.. It was just an interesting episode . 

Ql Do you remember anyone else that you met 

at the fairgrounds, people associated with -- 

A. She probably introduced me to one or two 

of the people involved in the group she was with, but 
I wouldn't know them. If I saw them now I wouldn't 
know them. 


& 
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Regarding the events of the assassination 
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weekend, the record indicates that you arrived in Dallas 
on November 20, and previously you said you came 
directly from Chicago. 

Do you remember what time of day you came, 
morning , evening? 

A. No idea, I know that I flew in. 

Ql From Chicago directly? 

A. I am almost positive I came direct from 

Chicago , 

Ql Did you pursue any business activities the 

first day you were there? 

A. I am sure I did. Otherwise, I wouldn’t 

have been here. 

Ql Well, you might have arrived late in the 

day and -- 

A. I don ’t know. I couldn't tell you a thing 

that I did that day. I couldn't tell you at all . I 
couldn't tell a thing that I did prior to Friday . 

QL The record indicates that you told the 

authorities that you pursued your normal business 
activities on November the 21st, the day before the 
assassination . 

A. That very well could have been . 

Ql What would those busines activities have 
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been? 
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1 A. Calling on the accounts that I was doing 

2 business with. 

3 I would certainly have gone to McKinney, 

4 and I certainly have called on Gibson, and possibly one 
3 of the local department stores. 

^ Ql McKinney was the factory outside of town? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Ql To refresh your memory you apparently 

9 planned to go to McKinney on Sunday. 

]0 A. That's true . 

n i Ql So would you likely have gone there also 

]2 on Thursday? 

13 I A. Oh, sure, because Thursday would have been 

14 business. Sunday would have been personal. 

15 Q. Personal, to show your relatives the -- 

15 A. Not my relatives. My relatives were not 

17 with my Sunday. They left Sunday. 

18 My purpose in going to McKinney was to 

19 stop -- are you talking about Sunday now? 

20 0 - Yes. 

21 A. My reason for going to McKinney Sunday was 

22 I had a golf date in Sherman, Texas, and I had told 

23 S mi tty that I was going to stop, that I would stop at 

24 his house in McKinney early Sunday morning and have 

25 breakfast and then go on from there to Sherman, which I 
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did. 

Ql Did you go through Daily Plaia at all 

during that weekend? 

A. Yes. I went through Daily Plaza on 

Friday, because I went to Fort Worth. 

Ql In other words, you just drove through. 

A. Yes . 

Ql Was that before or after the assassina tionl( 

A. Well, let me sort of jump the gun on you, 

and I think I can give you a little clearer picture. 

On the Turnpike there are -- I guess it 
was Howard Johnson at that time, too. There is a 
Howard Johnson restaurant about halfway across right 
outside of Arlington, and I can’t remember whether I 
stopped there on the way to Fort Worth or on the way 
back from Fort Worth, but as I walked into the Howard 
Johnson somebody said , "My God , did you hear what 
happened?" I said, "No. What happened?" . 


Qt 

A. 

Qt 

A. 

Qt 


He said, "The 

Pre 

And that ' s i t . 


Where did you 

go 

After I heard 

thi 

Yes . 



I came right back to Dallas to the Cabana . 
What did you do th^ rest of Friday? 
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A, Got so sick of listening to all of the 

news and all of the descriptions of it on television. 

Ql Did you talk with Jack Ruby or see him 

that day? 

A, Well, there again, I don't remember. I 

could very well have, because we did have a dinner 
date for Sunday -- for Saturday night. I'm sorry. 

Now, whether I made the date with him 
Friday evening or whether I made it with him Saturday 
morning, I don't remember. I can't tell you. I just 
haven't the vaguest recollection. 

Ql When you first came to Dallas on that trip 

you checked into the Ramada. 

Why did you switch to the Cabana? 

A, Well, if I checked into the Ramada at the 

airport, I got out of there because I couldn't sleep. 
The Ramada Inn at that time was right at Love Field 
which then was the main Dallas airport. 

QL Well, you had been to Dallas quite a 

number of times before . 

Had you ever stayed at the Ramada before? 

A. I don't know. Possibly, but I doubt it. 

Evidently I couldn’t get in at the Cabana and I stayed 
there that night. 
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At least that ' s the only reason I could 
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^ think of. Normally I would not stay at the Ramada at 

2 the airport, It*s the noisiest place in the world or 

3 was the noisiest place in the world. 

4 Ql So it is your sense that the first chance 

5 you got you switched to the Cabana? 

6 A. They probably had no room for me that 

7 night/ so I could have had a reservation at the Cabana 

8 for the following day and got here a day early, 

9 Ql Where was your brother staying? 

10 A. At the Adolphus . 

11 Ql When did he arrive? 

12 A I don*t know. You would have to get that 

13 information. The Adolphus can tell you because he was 

14 here attending a bottlers convention, whatever date 

15 that started. I just don’t know. 

16 Ql You had kind of made plans in advance to 

17 see him? 

18 A Well, I knew he would be here. We had 

19 talked to each other, 

20 Ql Was there a particular day you planned to 

21 meet? 

22 A Probably Saturday , because I know he was 

23 leaving Sunday . As a matter of fact, he left Sunday . 

24 I drove him to the airport. 
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He left Sunday, just almost coincidental 
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with Kennedy's arrival. 

Ql Were you by yourself or did you know 

anyone else at the Ramada ? 

A. I am sorry. Was I by myself or did I 

know anybody else? 

Ql Yes. When you stayed at the Ramada was 

there anyone else with you or did you know anyone else 
that was staying there? 

A. Well, I -- I didn't know anyone else. I 

don't remember whether that kid from Minneapolis with 
me or not to the Ramada , or whether she met me the 
next day at the Cabana. I can't remember . 

Ql She came from Minneapolis and not — 

A. She came from Chicago, but she was from 

Minneapolis . 

Ql What is her name? 

A. I couldn't tell you. I can't remember. 

Ol Jean Aase, A-a-s^^e? 

A. I just can't remember . 

Ql Or Jean West? 

A. West. That rings a bell of some kind, 

Ql Was that just a name she was going by or 

was that her real name? 

A. I don ’ t know . 

Ql Do you know if she was going by her real 
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name? 


A. I have no idea. 

Qi When you switched to the Cabana who else 

did you know that staying at the Cabana at that time? 

Your brother and his wife were, obviously 
A. They were not at the Cabana. They were at 

the Adolphus . 

Ql The Adolphus . 


A 

I didn't know anybody. 




QL 

You didn't know 

anyone 

at 

the Cabana? 

A 

Unless that was 

the tr 

ip 

that Harvey 

Lederman and 

his father came 

down . 

If 

I did, 

then 

he was there, 

r too . 





Qt 

Do you know Jim 

Braden 

or 

Eugene 

Hale 


Brading? 

Pl Jim Braden? 

0. Yes. He was probably staying at the 

Cabana at the same time. 

A. He very well could have been . I don’t 


know. 


Ql Did you know Morgan Brown? 

A (Shakes head. ) 

Ql Have you ever known Morgan Brown? 

A (Shakes head. ) 

Ql Do you know William Cies, C-i-e-s? 
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1 

A. {Shakes head . ) 

2 

Ql Can you tell us the details of your 

3 

contacts with Jack Ruby on November 21st, the day 

4 

before the assassination? 

5 

A. I don't know. I have no memory of that. 

6 

I may very well have been in the club that night. I 

7 

may well have taken my brother to the club that night. 

8 

I don't remember. It is possible I did. It is possible 

9 

I didn't. 

10 

He would remember that better than me. 

11 

I don't know. I don't even know if I saw him that day. 

12 

I could have, but I just don't remember. 

13 

Ql Does it refresh your recollection to know 

14 

that you and Jean West went to the Carousel and Ruby 

15 

sat down at the table with you? 

16 

A. It's possible . 

17 

Ql Do you remember how long that encounter 

18 ^ 

lasted? 

19 

A. I don't know. I don't have the vaguest 

20 

idea . 

21 

Q. The record indicates it was just about an 

22 

hour or so. 

23 

A. I was just about to say maybe 45 minutes 

24 

to an hour. It wouldn't have been very long. 

25 

Ql Just enough time to have a drink? 
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A. Just drink and yak, and watch maybe some 

girl strip or something, 

Ql Did you go that night for any particular 

purpose or just -- 

A. No. Just to take Jean, if that was her 

name, to the club. 

Ql Did you know anyone else at the club that 

night? 

A. No . 

Ql This was the night before the assas si na tior . 

Was Ruby acting any different than he 

normally did? 

A. Not a bit. 

Ql You mentioned earlier that he was having 

some troubles with this stripper named Jada , and I 
guess he was a little bit anxious over it or upset with 
her . 

Was that the only problem that he seemed 

to be having? 

A. AsfarasI know about it , 

Ql Did Ruby indicate that he had any plans 

to do anything later that night or any other time that 
weekend? 

A. Not that I remember. 

& 


25 


Where did you go after you left the 
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Carousel that night? 

A- Again, I couldn't tell you. It has been 

too long ago to remember, 

0. The record indicates that you were 

supposed to meet your brother at the Cabana. 

A. Probably did. 

Ql The record also indicates that around 

10:00 the night before the assassination was the time 
that you and Jean West saw Jack Ruby at the Carousel, 
and also indicates that you or he suggested that he 
come by the Cabana for a drink later that night. 

A. It's highly possible. 

0. You have indicated previously that you 

believe Jack Ruby came about 11:45 or 12:00; in other 
words, maybe an hour and 45 minutes or two hours after 
you had seen him at the Carousel. 

A. At the Cabana? 

0. Right. 

A. It could very well be . 

0. Do you have any idea what you did between 

those two meetings? 

A. No. Well, you see, based on what you are 

telling me now, because you are reading from the record, 
I really don't remember. If we left the Cabana about -- 
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If we left the Carousel about 10:00 or 10:30, as you 
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have indicated am I right? 

Qi Something like that. 

A. The only thing we could have done would 

have been maybe stop someplace for a bite to eat and 
then go to the Cabana or just go directly to the Cabana 
and met my brother there. 

Cl In other words, you don't really have a 

specific recollection of whether you and Jean West 
stopped somewhere else to eat and -- 

A. I have absolutely no recollection of it at 

all. 

Cl Apparently the record indicates that your 

brother joined you also. In other words, he hadn't bee 
with you up until the time he came to the Cabana. 

A. He was busy with various meetings . 

Cl At the convention? 

A Yes . 

Q. How long did this encounter at the 

Cabana last where Ruby joined you all? How long was 
he there? 

A Do you mean where Ruby joined us? 

Cl Yes . 

A I don't know. Certainly I know that my 

brother and his wife would not have stayed much longer, 
at the maximum , an hour . 
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I have no idea how long Jack stayed. It 
couldn't have been very long. 

Ql Did Jack try and interest your brother 

in getting into any kind of investment deal, one of 
these things he was trying to promote? 

A. Not that I know of. 

0. Do you remember him ever trying to promote 

anything other than his clubs? 

A. He was not involved in anything else that 

I ever knew o f . 

0. Did he mention to you the twist board idea? 

A. Oh, yes. I saw him on that thing. 

We just talked and that was it, 

Ql Did he suggest to your brother that he get 

involved with trying to promote it? 

A. He could have. He certainly didn't me 

because I laughed when he showed it to me. 

I remember right now , since you bring it 
up , he showed it to me one time at the club , and he 
stood on it and twisted around , and he said due to the 
fact that I sold sporting goods this ought to be a good 
idea, a good item for me to sell to the stores. 

Ql You didn't think so? 

A. No. You know, I wasn't going to be rude 

and tell him, "Jack, throw it out of the window." 
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1 But I did say I would think about it and 

2 talk to him about it at another time, or let's forget 

3 it for now. You know, a light brushoff. 

4 ft Why would Jack come to join you at the 

5 Cabana after he had just seen you for an hour -- 

5 A. Well, evidently I had invited him over 

7 for a drink. That's the only reason he would have 
g been there. 

9 ft Did you have drinks at the Cabana or was 

]0 it too late at night for them to serve drinks? 

A. I don * t remember . Let me brief you on 

^2 one thing. I do not drink. I am not a drinker. I 

13 will take a drink. That's it. That's been pretty much 

14 thatwayallofmylife. 

15 Now, whether we -- as a matter of fact, 

16 I am almost sure we had something to eat and coffee, 

17 because as I remember it the Cabana had a great big 

18 restaurant deal, and then they had a lounge area where 

19 they served drinks , and if I am right we sat in the 

20 restaurant. 

21 Here again, I am trying to remember but I 

22 can't tell you. I would not take an oath on it . I 

23 think that's what it was. 

24 & You said earlier that you didn't talk with 

25 Jack Ruby on the day of the assassination, to the best 
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of your recollection. 

A. I have no memory of ever having talked to 

Jack Ruby other than at his club. 

Ql Do you remember receiving a phone call 

from him the day after the assassination? 

A. That would be on Saturday? 

Ql Yes , sir. 

A. I have no memory of it. I could have. 

Maybe that's when we made a date to have dinner that 
night . 

0. Apparently that was, according to the 

record, one of the possible subjects that you would 
have discussed because there was some discussion about 
getting back in touch. 

Do you remember talking with Jack when he 
was very upset about the assassination? 

A. Oh, yes. Very much. At dinner. 

Ql What specifically did he say? 

A. Well, of course, you have it in the 

original statement probably a little clearer than I 
can say it to you now , because I have to try to 
remember. We are going back some fifteen years. 

I remember that he was definitely very, 
very perturbed, very much, and he kept repeating, "Those 
poor people , those poor people . I am going to do 
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something about it," or, "I should do something about 
it . " 

Now, I also knew that he was very 
perturbed. He had told me about being very upset with 
his competitor, Weinstein, the Weinstein brothers, 
because they opened their club Saturday night and he 
didn't. He kept his closed. 

And, of course, he made some comments 
about what money-hungry so and so ' s they were to open 
on Saturday night, and when he kept repeating, "Those 
poor people, those poor people," blah, blah, so I 
assumed he was talking about these people, the 
Weinsteins and their personnel, and what comment I made 
about it is -- I don't even remember. I said, "Oh, 
Jack, it will all wash itself out in the long run," 
or whatever . 

Now, whether he was talking about them 
or as what I translated it to later on after he killed 
Oswald , I began to believe that he was actually talking 
about were the Kennedy family, Jacqueline and the two 
kids . 

I am sure you are aware of all of this. 

I knew that he had -- I didn't know . I just assumed 
that he had adopted them. He visualized this was his 
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family . 
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Do you follow what I'm driving at? And 
that he had done, Oswald had done, a terrible thing in 
killing Kennedy and leaving a widow and two fatherless 
children, and evidently he had appointed himself an 
avenger for this and for the people of the United 
States, and for the Jews, like that crazy statement he 
made that he did it to prove that the Jews had guts, 
too . 

Or did you read that? He had mentioned 
that Jews going through what they have gone through 
for all these thousands of years and he had to prove 
that they have guts. 

That's off the record. 

0. When you had the conversation with Jack 

Ruby about the assassination, the first conversation 
was over the phone? 

A. It could very well be. 

Ql On the night of the 23rd. 

A. That would be Saturday. 

Ql Saturday night. And when you first -- I 

believe you stated your first impression on having the 
conversation before the shooting of Oswald was when 
Jack Ruby was talking about these poor people or those 
poor people he was talking about the Weinsteins in the 
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sense that, you know, thinking that it was too bad that 
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they had kept their clubs open, and I guess he felt 
some negative feelings toward them for doing so, and 
you didn’t get the impression that he was speaking of 
Kennedy family. At least not during the telephone 
conversation . 

Was there anything he said during the 
telephone conversation which, looking back on anything 
else indicated to you that maybe he was thinking of 
killing Oswald? 

A. No, because, you see, the reason I can 

answer that positively is because we practically went 
through the same thing Saturday evening at dinner. You 
know, what else was there to talk about that particular 
night. And I am sure that if he had said anything that 
would give me any indication of this kind I certainly 
would have remembered it. 

How do I say it? You have to visualize 
the fact that under no stretch of the imagination could 
I have ever, and to this day, tie Jack Ruby into some 
plot of this kind. 

Now , I may be j umping the gun on you , but 
to this very minute I still believe that it was just an 
impulse on his part. He didn't know he was going to 
shoot him until he did. I sincerely believe that . Now , 
I could be wrong , but that* s what I believe . 


25 
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Q. How did he sound when he called you on 

the night of the 23rd? 

A. Upset, I guess. Everybody was upset. 

Q. Did he sound upset to the point of being 

irrational or was it the kind of upset you would expect, 
you know, a lot of people -- 

A. I have to say an upset that I would expect 

from a man who just personally went through a tragedy, 
as we all did, or at least as I did. 

Q. Was that telephone conversation the last 

time you talked to Jack Ruby? 

A. Prior to the dinner that night. 

Q. Well, the dinner was the night of the 

21st, the night before the assassination. 

A. Oh, no. No. We had the night after 

Kennedy was assassinated. 

Ql On the 23rd? 

A. Right. Kennedy was assassinated on the 

23rd? 

Q. The 22nd. 

A, The 22nd, Jack and I had dinner on the 

23rd. We also had a dinner date for the 24th, which 
was Sunday night but he had other plans, evidently. He 
didn't keep that one. 

Q. When Ruby called you on the night of the 
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23rd, you said he was upset. You were at your hotel 
when he called? 

A. That's the only place he could have got 

to me , so I would have had to have been at the hotel. 

Q. I think the record indicates that you were 

practically ready for bed? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Do you remember what time of night that 

would have been? 

A. Well, it would have been late because -- 

I would say it would have to be late if I was ready to 
go to bed. When I say late, I'm talking about somewhere 
about 12:00. 

0. You said after the assassination you went 

back to your hotel room . 

What did you then do like Friday and 

Saturday? 

A. Well, you see, I can't get into specifics 

because I don't remember. I do know that I went 
directly back to the hotel, and I would guess Jean 
was there. 

You did say her name was Jean? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I would guess that she was there , and I 

switched on the television, either that or she had it 


\ 
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on, and all we could see was the various things that 
were going apropos the assassination, and we never left 
the hotel. I never left the hotel Friday night that I 
can think of . 

Ql What did you do Saturday? 

Pl Very little. Just probably stayed around 

the hotel. 

Ql You watched a lot of television coverage? 

A. Definitely watched it all day long. There 

was nothing else on television. I could of nothing 
else that I would have done. Nothing was open. There 
was no place to go. If I wanted to go to a movie I 
couldn't have gone. 

Q. Was Jean West staying with you at the 

Cabana? 

A. Yes . 

Ql During that time . 

I checked the record and the record 
indicates that your contacts with Jack Ruby on the 
weekend of the assassination consisted of the meeting 
we talked about the Carousel Club for about an hour 
Friday night. 

A. No. That was Thursday night. 

Q. Thursday night. Excuse me. The 21st. 

Then a brief get-together at the Cabana. 




897 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Then on the day of the assassination, 
Friday, I belieye you had said that you didn't see Jack 
Ruby . 

A, I don ’ t remember seeing him, 

0. The record also indicates that you did not 

have dinner with Jack Ruby on the 23rd. 

A, No. 

0. It indicates only on Saturday the 23rd, 

the day after the assassination. 

A. Saturday the 2 4th. 

Q. Saturday was the 23rd. Sunday was the 

24th. The assassination was on Friday the 22nd. 

A. Well, I did have dinner with Jack Ruby 

Saturday at night . I know that . 

BY MR. HORNBECK: 

Qi Mr . Meyers , there is a statement that was 

purportedly taken by the FBI on the 3rd of December 
1963 in Chicago . 

At this time I am going to have you review 
that statement, and I direct your attention to the 
first page, which is a rather long paragraph and the 
second two paragraphs on page two, and if you will just 
read that statement silently to yourself first, and 
then we will see whether or not that statement 
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refreshes your memory as to the events and whether or 
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1 not that statement is accurate. 

2 It may not be accurate. 

3 A. Allright. 

4 (Document handed to the witness. ) 

5 THE WITNESS : Now, are we concerned 

6 primarily with the dates on the statement that you are 

7 having me read? 

8 BY MR. HORNBECK : 

9 Q. Well, we are concerned with the dates 

10 and the chronology. 

11 According to -- 

12 A. Well, you see, then, I am absolutely 

13 right. I know I am right. Here, let me read this 

14 to you . May I ? 

15 0. Certainly. 

16 A. All right. This whole big paragraph 

17 states my arriving on the night of the 20th, and stayed 

18 at the Ramada Hotel, which is evidently true, and I 

19 checked into the Cabana on the morning of the 21st, 

20 which was Thursday, 

21 Right? 

22 (JL Correct, 

23 A. Then it says that I had gone to the club 

24 with Jean West, whose name I just found out from you, 

25 was a rather dumb but accommodating broad. 
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And that we had gone by the Carousel Club 
and returned to the mo tel about 11:00 p . m . , and that 
my brother and his wife joined us and Jack either came 
or was there, and he had a drink with us and then he 
went back to the club because he had -- well, whatever. 

He stayed only a few minutes before he 
left, saying he had to return to the club. This is 
all on the 21st. 

Then it says that " Mr. Meyers stated that 
his next contact with Jack Ruby was at approximately 
10:30 p.m., Saturday, November 23rd, 1963. Ruby 

telephoned him at the Cabana motel . 

"He said at that time that Ruby was 
greatly disturbed , blah, blah, blah." 

Well, that was when we had dinner at the 
Cabana motel that night . 

Qi What you are saying , Mr . Meyers , according 

to your testimony 'here , you said that you had dinner 
at the Cabana Saturday night . 

A. Absolutely. 

Ql And the FBI report reflects exactly what 

you have told us the conversation was, that is Abe 
Weinstein at the Colony Club and that being a very 
upsetting to Jack Ruby. That entire conversation which 
the FBI has as telephone actually it took place at a 



900 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

]0 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


dinner conversation, 

A. Definitely. We discussed this at dinner. 

I may have talked to him earlier on the telephone, 
because the assassination had already taken place and 
he had already, vou know, formed whatever opinions he 
had, but very definitely the night of Saturday the 24th, 
whatever that Saturday it was. 

Ql Saturday the 23rd, 

A. The 23rd. The night of Saturday the 23rd, 

Jack and I -- Jack was my guest for dinner there at 
the Cabana, That is an absolute fact and we certainly 
discussed this at the dinner. 

Hell, there was nothing else to talk about, 

0. One other statement I would just like to 

bring to your attention, and I am going to paraphrase 
the statement, and then I am going to give it to you 
for your perusal to see whether or not this statement 
sheds any light on your memory. 

A. All right, 

Ql This is a statement, again, purportedly 

taken by the FBI on the 3rd of December 1963, from Jean 
West, whose correct name, apparently, was Aase, which 
is A-a-s-e, correct spelling. 

Paraphrasing. She indicates that on 
Thursday, November the 21st, 1963, that after dinner 
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you and Miss West went to the Carousel Club and chatted 
briefly with Jack Ruby, that you stayed there 
approximately one hour and returned to the Cabana at 
approximately 11:00 p.m., that Jack Ruby joined the 
party, the group, for a few minutes and returned to 
the club. 

There wa s no talk about the President and 
him coming to Dallas. That you and Miss West stayed 
in Dallas until Monday night, November the 25th, and 
she did not see Ruby again during that stay, that is, 
except for the one time on the 21st, and she stated 
her contact with Ruby was limited to this one occasion. 

So I just want to have you examine that 

statement. 

A. Well, this, what you read to me is very 

likely, very possibly true . 

Qi Well, the difference would be whether or 

not you had dinner -- 

A. Well, where was she when we had dinner? 

She must have been there with us or stayed in her room. 
Damned if I know. You see, this particular statement 
or any of her contacts with any of the authorities, 
whether it be the FBI or whoever, I knew nothing about. 

I knew absolutely nothing about this, 
because when we got back from Dallas on that particular 
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trip she went her way and I went mine, and I never saw 
her again, and I haven't seen her since. 

As I say, I haven't the vaguest idea 
where the hell she is, or what she did. Now, how and 
shy, I don't know and, frankly, it is none of my 
business, but she made a statement to the FBI. 

Now, everything that she says here that 
you read to me is true, to the best of my memory, and 
the only thing I would question is where the hell was 
she when we had dinner. Why would I have dinner and 
not have her there, in veiw of the fact that they had 
already met. 

Q, One other party who was in the area in 

that general time period was, of course, your brother 
and his wife. 

A. Right. 

Qi There is a statement from your brother 

Edward on the 5th of December 1963, in which he 
indicated that he had met Jack Ruby at the Bon Vivant 
Room at the Cabana about midnight -- 

A. That' s the lounge room, right. 

Ql on November the 21st, which is 

consistent with you.. Miss West and your brother and his 
wife, that Jack Ruby went back to his club and that 
your brother Edward returned to New York via air. 
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1 November 22 nd, 1963 , leaving the Dallas Airport early 

2 in the afternoon. He did observe President John F. 

3 Kennedy's arrival at Dallas at the Dallas Airport. 

4 A. Right. 

5 Qi So that your brother, according to this 

^ statement, could not have present Saturday. 

7 A. At dinner Saturday night? He wasn't, 

g He was in Dallas, but he was not at the dinner. 


]0 Dallas -- 


Well, according to his statement he left 


Wait. Wait. You are right. You see. 


]2 1 got myself fouled on this thing. 

]3 Kennedy got here the day before his 

14 assassination. That's right. I keep thinking being 

15 assassinated that day , but he got here and went to 
15 Fort Worth and then came back to Dallas. 

17 I assume that's right. I don't know. 

18 Now, the only reason -- v;ell, there is no reason, 

19 because my brother did not have dinner with me 

20 Saturday night. 

21 It was just Jack and I and this West girl, 

22 unless for whatever reason I told her to get lost for a 

23 few hours . I don't know. 

24 fr Well, there's also an indication in the 


25 statement that you had planned to have dinner with Jack 
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Sunday evening, the 24th, which, of course, you have 
testified today. 

Is there some reason why you would have 
had dinner two evenings in a row? 

A. Yes. He was very upset. He was shaken. 

He was very, very upset about it. 

I don't know what other word to give it, 
and I had a golf date Sunday morning, and I said, "Jack, 
let me go keep my golf date and I should be through 
along about 3:00 or 4:00 and I will come back and shower 
and we will get together and have dinner Sunday night.” 

He said , "Fine . " 

0. Could it be that your earlier memory, 

which is reflected in the FBI report, is better than 
your memory today? 

A. Possibly. 

Q. From the fact that you had planned to have 

dinner on Sunday and you were not able to have dinner 
on Saturday, or is your memory specifically that you 
definitely had dinner with Jack Ruby Saturday evening? 

A. Unless I have completely blown my mind 

we had dinner Saturday night. 

Ql IVell, what we are after, of course, is 

your best memory, and that's -- 

A. I cannot visualize my living for 15 years 
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and believing we had dinner Saturday night and not 
having had it. It just doesn't make sense. 

Ql Let me ask you a couple of other questions 
that maybe in a roundabout way will help you to refresh 
your memory. 


It is clear that you and Miss West arrived 
on November the 20th. You stayed at the Ramada for that 
first evening. 

Can I ask you when you first met Jean 


West? 


A. When did I first meet her? 

Ql When did you first meet her and where? 

A. I met her, I would venture to say, 

probably a week or a maximum of two weeks prior to the 
trip at a club in 20 East Delaware. 

Ql What was she doing at that time? 

A. Damned if I know. 

Ql What kind of a club was this? 

A. A lounge. 

Ql She was working in Chicago? 

A. I don * t know . 

Ql How did it happen meeting her the week 

before she agreed to come to Dallas? 

A. Because she was a party girl. She was a 


playgir 1 . 


44-105 0 - 79-58 
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Oh, how would you describe her. She was 
— how do you describe a girl like that? She was a 
semi-professional hooker. Does that make sense? 

Ql Yes, sir. After this trip that was 

basically the last time that you saw her? 

A. To the best of my knowledge I never saw 

her again. 

Ql Did she ever mention during the time, the 

brief time that you knew her, that she had anv contacts 
in New Orleans? 

A. No. We talked -- really and truly, it 

is such a difficult thing to put into words. 

Obviously, I have no idea what your 
personal life is like. That’s your business, but I 
was introduced to her at 20 East Delaware by the man 
who owned the building. 

And one word led to another and I said 

the way it would normally have happened, I would have 
said, "Les, I am leaving on this particular date for 
Dallas and I am going to be there for a few days," and 
either I would have said, "How about taking this 
character with me," or he would have said, "Why don't 
you take her with you . " 

And I would have said, if he said that, 
then I would have said, "Well, is she willing to go?" 
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He would have said, "Sure, she will go," or I would have 
said, "Les, if I ask her to go, will she go?" 

You see, this I don't know how it 
developed. Or I would have said, "She looks interesting. 
Would she make the trip to Dallas with me if I ask her?" 
And he probably said, "Hell, yes. Just ask her." And 
that was it. 

Ql Well, we are not interested in resurrecting 

your past personal life. 

There is a particular reason why we would 

like to know . 

A. All we talked about, all we could possibly 

have talked about until the assassination, of course, 
would have been just nothing. You know, where' are you 
from, where do you live, how are you doing, I am from 
Minneapol i s . Do you know this club on Ha nova n Street 
or this one on whatever street , you know , the type of 
routine conversation . 

New Orleans, we may have talked -- she may 
have told me she was in New Orleans. I just absolutely 
don’t remember . 

Ql Did you spend much time with her prior to 

leaving for Dallas? 

A. No. It couldn’t have been more than a 

few days in between the time I met her until we left. 



908 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


As a matter of fact, it is going to sound 
ridiculous to you, but it may have been the next day, 
and I just don't remember . 

Q. What we are primarily concerned with is 

whether it was a long or very brief encounter prior to 
your going to Dallas? 

A. Very brief. Very brief. 

Ql When you arranged to take her to Dallas 

did you go to her apartment to pick her up or did she 
meet you at the airport? 

A. To this day I don't have the vaguest idea 

where she lived. She may have lived in that building. 
You know, it was a hotel apartment building, 

Q, Did that particular hotel apartment 

building have a reputation for party girls staying 
there? 

A. Yes. At that time. Showgirls. 

Ql Was the management getting some kind of 

percentage at all from any activities that the girls 
were engaged in? 

A. I would not believe it. I would doubt it 

very much. I could not answer positively, but I would 
doubt it. 

I know the man that owned the building. 


25 


and I don't think he was that kind of a man. 
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Q. I take it, then, when you would go to the 

lounge in that building there would be no arrangement 
by you or anyone else to pay the owner a certain fee? 

A. Never. Never. The only thing in that 

sense that ever happened is that -- you must remember, 
now, that I had been there a number of times and if on 
any visit to that lounge, if I had any particular reasor 
to want a room or apartment for that night I would just 
go direct to the apartment or to the room and pay 
whatever was the normal rate. 

In other words, I would sign the register. 

Ql Is that hotel apartment building still in 

existence? 

A. I guess so. It's a big one. 

Ql I take it you haven't been back there in 

quite a while? 

A. No. I haven't been in the place in years. 

Ql When is the last time you saw the owner , 

if you can recall? 

A. About 14 or 15 years ago. 

0- His name is Les -- 

A. Les Barker. 

Ql I am not sure that that last series of 

questions did anything to refresh your memory one way 
or the other with regard to that Saturday night dinner. 
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A. As far as the girl is concerned it was just 

another thing, you know. So I had somebody with me on 
the trip, and I could think of no earthly reason that I 
would live for 14 or 15 years knowing that Jack Ruby 
and I had dinner that Saturday night and all of a 
sudden realize we didn't. It's just not right. Jack 
and I met Saturday night. 

0. And your memory is, as you sit here, is 

that you -- 

A. We had dinner Saturday night, and when he 

left we talked in terms of meeting again Sunday night. 

We either left it he would get in touch 
with me or I would get in touch with him. 

Q. You had a deposition taken by a gentleman 

by the name of Burt Griffin during the Warren 
Commission phase of this investigation? 

A. Could have been. I thought it was this 

Arlin Spector. It could have been Griffin, too. 

I don't know. It could have been, you ' 

know, two of them just like there are two of you here. 

0. All right. I am going to read some 

testimony, and this is testimony that is found in 
Volume XV of the Warren Commission Report. This is 
Mr. Griffin's question. This is found at page 631. 


25 


Mr. Griffin: 'Now, do you recall what you 
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did on Saturday?' 

"Mr. Meyers: 'Well, gosh, I don't know. I know 

I watched television with all of the business until my 
eyes bugged out of my head both Friday night and all 
day or most of the day Saturday. ' 

"*I couldn't have done anything of any 
consequence. There was no place to go. ' 

"Mr. Griffin: 'Did you at any time drive down to 

Daily Plaza or the site of the shooting?' 

"Mr. Mevers : 'That is possible. Very possible. 

Highly possible. ' 

"Mr. Griffin: 'Did there come a time on Saturday 

when you did talk to Jack Ruby? ' 

"Mr. Meyers: 'Yes.' 

"Mr. Griffin: "Where were you at the time?' 

"Mr . Meyers : 'In bed . ' 

"Mr. Griffin: 'What is your best recollection of 

what time this was? ' 

"Mr. Meyers: '9:00 or 10:00 Saturday night.' 

"Mr . Griffin: ' How do you happen to fix that 

time? ' 

"Mr. Meyers: 'Well, because I was undressed and 

going to bed, and I wouldn't have gone to bed. I 
certainly wouldn't have gone to bed much later than 
that because there wouldn't have been anything for me 
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to do or anyplace to go. It would have been a case of 
sitting in the room or driving around in the car, 
which I didn*t want to do, or sitting in the lobby 
reading a book, which I didn*t want to do.* 

" ' I was in the room in bed, and I am again 
saying that somewhere, 9:00 or 10:00 that night, a few 
minutes either way, it is highly possible the phone 
rang and it was Jack on the phone. ' ” 

And there is a paragraph talking about 
watching television. 

"Mr. Griffin: 'About how long did you your 

telephone conversation with Ruby last Saturday night?' 

"Mr. Meyers: 'I would say in the 

neighborhood of 15 to 20 minutes.' 

"Mr. Griffin: ' About 15 or 20 minutes is 

a reasonably long telephone call.' 

"Mr. Meyers: 'It was a reasonably long 

telephone conversation. I would say possibly 15 
minutes. ' " 

Then there is a discussion about what was 
said about Dallas and that kind of thing. 

There is no mention of, again, any dinner 
on Saturday night, the 23rd. 

A- Well, maybe I am losing my mind, but I 
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would swear we had dinner Saturday night. 
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1 

0. Could it be that you are confusing the 

2 

night of the 21st when you might have had something to 

3 

eat at the Cabana with your brother Saturday night? 

4 

A. I don*t know. You are really shocking me 

5 

now, because I just don't believe this. I don't believe 

6 

that I could be wrong , but if that's what I said in 

7 

1963, my memory was certainly a lot fresher in 1963 

8 

than it is in 1978. 

9 

Maybe it was Friday night. I don't know. 

10 

I can't swear, but I can't believe that we didn't have 

11 

dinner Saturday night. 

12 

Qi May I suggest this , Mr . Meyers , that we 

13 

will xerox a copy of that portion of testimony. In 

14 

fact, your entire portion. 

15 

A. I have the Warren Commission report book 

16 

at home . I will go over it if you want me to . 

17 

Qi Why don't you do that and one of us will 

18 

be in touch with you by telephone or directly , and we 

19 

will see whether that refreshes your memory as to the 

20 

events . 

21 

A. All right. Believe me, I am thoroughly 

22 

confused . 

23 

MR. HORNBECK: Why don't we take a short 

24 

recess now. 

25 

(A short recess was taken. ) 


\ 
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BY MR. PURDY: 

Ol What had you planned to do on Saturday, 

November the 23rd, during the day if it hadn't been for 
the assassination? 

A. Oh, I don't. Probably play golf. 

0- Would you have played golf out in the 

direction of McKinney, Texas? 

A. I could have played in McKinney. They 

have a golf course there. 

Q. Did you have any business dealings that 

you were supposed to do on Saturday? 

A. Not that I can remember. 

Qi Had you finished your business dealings on 

Friday? 

A. Pretty much. 

Ql You said that you planned to go play 

golf in Sherman , Texas . 

A. Right. 

Ql What day had you planned to go? 

A. Sunday. 

Ql That was Sunday you had planned to go? 

A. Yes . 

Ql Did you go? 

A. Yes. 

Ql And you played golf? 
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1 

A. Yes. The worst game I ever had in my 

2 

life. 

3 

Qi Were you playing golf when you found out 

4 

that Jack Ruby had shot -- 

5 

A. No. I had already found out about it- I 

6 

found out about it driving up to McKinney. 

7 

Qi That was after the golf game? 

8 

A. No. No. You see, I was staying -- let me 

9 

give it to you so you will have it right for the record. 

10 

As you know, as your records show, I was 

11 

staying at the Cabana, and I had a car. I assume I had 

12 

a rental car. I am sure Sherwood didn't lend me a car. 

13 

and I had made a date with Jim Acklin who is Herb 

14 

Gibson's brother-in-law who owned the Gibson Stores 

15 

out of Sherman , Texas . 

16 

Sherman , if you are not aware of the 

17 

geography , is some 20 to 30 miles north of McKinney, 

18 

McKinney is some 20 miles north of Dallas, 

19 

I had made this date probably Thursday or 

20 

Friday morning with Acklin to play golf, and I had 

21 

also made a date -- then I told Sherwood Smith that I 

22 

was going to play golf with Jim Acklin in Sherman 

23 

Sunday morning, that we had a 10:00 or something tee-off 

24 

time . 

25 

And I said that I would stop at his house 
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in McKinney which is on the way to Sherman and have 
some coffee with him. 

Well, between Dallas and McKinney, I had 
the car radio on, and I heard Ruby had killed Oswald. 

And it just flipped me. 

What else can I say? Think of a man you 
had talked to the night before and he turns around and 
kills Oswald. 

Q. What did you do after that? 

A. Well, I went on to Sherman and I walked 

into the lounge of the -- we played golf at the 
Perrin Air Force Base Golf Course. 

I walked into the lounge, and Jim was there 
with some friends of his that we were going to play 
with . 

And he looked at me and he said, "What is 
wrong with you?" 

My face was green. I must have looked like 
something out of the clouds. 

And I say s , "Well , do you have any idea 
just what happened?" 

He said, "Yes, we just saw it," you know , 
"watched it on television." 

And I said, "Would you believe I was with 
that guy last night?" Which convinces me again that I 
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had dinner with the guy Saturday night. 

I said, "Would you believe that I was with 
that guy last night?" 

He said, "Who?" 

And I said, "The nut that killed him." 

Ql This is Jim Acklin you are talking about? 

A. Yes . 

Ql How do you spell his last name? 

A. A-c-k-l-i-n. 

Ol Is he still alive? 

A. Yes. He still lives in McKinney -- in 

Sherman . I can't tell you his address, but he lives 
there. 

Well, you know, when I told him that I had 
been with him or that I knew him , or whatever I said , 
they obviously wanted me tell them what I could. 

And I said, "What can I tell you?" 

He wanted to know did I still want to play 
golf and I said, "Well, yes, let's go on out and play. 
It is better than sitting around and biting my 
fingernails . " 

So we played golf and when we got through 
playing I came back . Maybe I stopped in McKinney on 
the way down. I don't remember, but I know I came back 
to Dallas. 
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Qt You came back to the Cabana? 

A. Yes . 

Ql What did you do then? 

A. Not a damned thing. 

Ql You just stayed there at the hotel? 

A. Just stayed there. 

Ql Jean West was there, of course. 

A. I assume she was . 

Q. Then you spent that night at the Cabana? 

A. Sure. 

0. What you do the next morning? 

A. Well, I don’t know, here again. I know 

we went home that day. We went back to Chicago, and 
whether I saw any customers Monday morning or hot, I 
just don't remember. 

0. Was your original plan to leave Monday for 

Chicago? 

A. Here again, I don't remember. I would 

assume so. 

g On Sunday did you consider going to the 

Dallas Police Department about the fact that you had 
seen Ruby? 

A. Yes and no. I was going to go and then I 

talked myself out of it. 


25 
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Why did you consider going? 
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A. Well, I don't know. I don't know. A 

concerned citizen, I suppose. I had talked to Ruby the 
day before. 

P. Did you think you had some information to 
provide ? 

A. Just what you have in the report. Nothing 

beyond that, 

Qi That is the reason you thought about going.j 

Why did you decide not to go? 

A. Again, I didn't want to get involved . 

To begin with, if I had gone, if it had 
been pub licized it would have been in the newspaper and 
the fact that I was not here alone, I don't think my 
wife would have appreciated that. 

So I would have been in a bind and 
evidently I assumed what I had to tell them wasn't that 
damned important . 

Plus the fact that I had lost, and for 
God 's sake, don't publicize this, I had lost all 
respect for the Dallas Police Department. 

Q. Because of the shooting? 

A. With what had happened. Both the 

assassination and the Oswald shooting. 

As far as I am concerned, the Dallas Police} 
Department was so stupid on the whole thing. It was 
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unreal, but that's not part of your investigation here, 

0. You mentioned earlier that the only thing 

you knew about Jean West or Jean Aase was that she 
originally came f rom Minneapolis . 

You indicated you met her in the lounge of 
a Puilding that was on 20 East Delaware in Chicago? 

A. That ' s right i 

0. What is the name of that building? 

A. 20 East Delaware. 

0. That was the name of the building, also? 

A. Yes . 

Ql What was the name of the lounge? 

A. I would think it was the 20 East Delaware 

Lounge, That is as near as I can remember. It may 
have had a name. 

Cl Did Jean West ever have access to your 

telephone credit card that weekend? 

A. Not that I would know of. 

Qi Do you think she was aware of you having 

it? Did you use it in front of her? 

A. That's possible. 

Cl What did Jean West do during that weekend 

when she wasn't with you? 

A. I really don't know. I don't she did much 

of anything. 
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As far as I ki>ow she knew nobody down here. 
I have no idea what she could have done. 

Qi Did she go sightseeing? 

A. She would have walked if she did. 

Qi Did she run up any bills? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Qi Did she mention that she had seen any place 

in particular or had seen anyone in particular? 

A. No . 

Ql Prior to your leaving with Miss West for 

Dallas did you call her long distance from the office 
that Wednesday morning , • which would have been Wednesday 
the 20th? 

A. Well, I don't know . I don't remember 

having called her, I don’t know why I would, because I 
would assume she was still living in Chicago, unless 
she had gone to Minneapolis and I called her there. 

I don't remember. No recollection at all. 

Ql Did anyone else that you knew know her? 

A. No. 

Ql Did you ever know David Fairey? 

A. No. I know who you are talking about. I 

read about him. 

Ql Did you know whether or not Jean West knew 
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him? 
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A. I would be very surprised if she did, 

a Do you know Nofio Pecora? 

X Who? 

Q. Nofio Pecora, P-e-c-o-r-a? 

A- No . 

Q. Did yo u know Guy Bannister? 

A. No . 

Ql Did you know G. Ray Gill? 

A. No. 

Ql a New Orleans attorney? 

A. No . 

Ql Were you ever contacted by Jim Garrison? 

A. No. 

Ql Or any of his representatives? 

A. (Shakes head . ) 

Ql Did you ever have any contacts with anyone 

associated with any anti-Cuban or anti-Castro groups? 

A No. 

Ql Did you pay the expenses of Jean West on 

the trip? 

A Sure. 

Ql You said that was your last contact with 

her? 

A The last time I saw her and talked to her 


25 


was when we got back to Chicago . 
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Qi Did you know that she made plans, made 

a r r an g emen t s with Joyce McDonald to go shopping with 
her that weekend? 

A. I didn't even know that she knew Joyce 

McDonald . 

Qi So, then, you wouldn't know why she 

cancelled the plans? 

A. No way, unless — no, she couldn't have 

been because it wasn't that time unless she was with 
me at the time I went out to the State Fair to Joyce 
McDonald, but that was not at that time . 

I don't how she possible could have been. 

Qi That was on a previous visit in October? 

A. The Joyce McDonald thing . 

Q. Right. What was Jean West doing at the 

time of the assassination? 

A. I would guess she was in the hotel . I 

don't know where she was. I left her there when I 
left. I didn't take her along with me when I went out 
to call on customers. 

Qi Was Ralph Meyers staying at the Cabana 

the weekend of the assassination? 

A. Ralph Meyers was in Mexico City. 

Qi And he hadn't come to Dallas during that 

time? 
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A, 

0 . 

A. 

& 

A. 

a 

at the Cabana? 

A. NO . 

Ql Did you receive any phone calls or messages 

for someone else? 

A. If I did, I don't remember it . 

Q. Where was Ralph Meyers staying in Mexico 

City? 

A. Well, he lived there. It's his home. 

I think at that time he lived on a street 
called, as they say down there, Jaime Sullivan. James 
Sullivan . 

Are you familiar with Mexico City, either 
one of you? He was working for a newspaper. Ralph is 
a journalist. 

Q. Was he at that time still working on a 

job that required the security clearance that he had? 

A. Ralph? 

a Yes. 


No way . 

What is Ralph Meyers' middle name? 

Lynn. L-yn-n, 

You are speaking of my son? 

I believe so. 

Oh , yes. 

Did you know another Meyers who was stayinc 
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A. I wouldn 't think so, not in Mexico. 

Now, he had a security clearance because 
when he was in the Army -- I guess you have that 
information . 

0. Yes . 

A I assume you do. He was in the ASA. 

Ql When did he terminate that work? 

A When he was discharged from the Army, 

Ql What year was that? 

A I can * t remember . 

Q. Was that before 1960 or -- 

A Yes. Let me see if I can go back 

chronologically. 

Ralph was born in 1937. He was 18 when 
he got out of high school , which would have made it 
1953. Right? 

MR. HORNBECK: '55. He was born in '37. 

THE WITNESS: '55. Right. Then he went 

to the University of Illinois for almost three years, 
which would put it right around 1958. 

Then he joined the Army , and he was sent 
to the Presidio at Monterey, California to an operation 
called the Army Language School where he -- he was a 
Russian, and when he got through that -- of course, 
that's where he got his clearance. He was in the Army 
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Security Agency setup. 

I think he spent four years in the Army, 
which would put it about 1962, and he spent the last 
two years of his Army time in Turkev. As he described 
it, an anthill outside of Ankara monitoring Russian 
propaganda . 

Then he came back to the states, came back 
home. You would have to ask him, really. I don't 
remember, but I think he came back to Chicago, and he 
spent a year in Chicago driving a city bus. 

I could have it backwards. Then he went 

to Mexico. 

Q, Where was your daughter, Vicki Meyers, 

working in 1963? 

A. Oh, here again, I will have to go back. 

Vicki was married -- she is a year younger than Ralph. 
She is a year younger. She was born in 1938. 

Now, when the heck did she get married, 

I think Vicki was married at that time. No, She was 
married in December of 1963, December the 15th of 1963, 
and at the time prior to her marriage she was a student 
at the University of Puerto Rico. 

Vicki had gotten her masters from the 
University of Wisconsin, and she was at some university 
in Puerto Rico on what they -- what did they call it, a 
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grant? You are probably more f ami liar with it than I 


am . 


Her field was engineering chemistry. She 
got married December the 15th of 1963, and for a year 
or so -- here again you will have to get the exact 
figures -- she worked for the Nuclear Energy Operation 
outside of Chicago, suburban Chicago. I would know 
the name if you mentioned it but I can't remember it. 

She had all kinds of security clearances, 
and she and Martin -- her husband is a professor of 
physics at Northwestern. They were married, and then 
not too long after that, I would guess, maybe a year or 
two, Martin was invited to lecture for a year at 
Leeds University in Leeds, England. 

They went there, and my first granddaughter 
was born there . At the end of the year or a little 
longer, they went though the summer vacation and they 
came back to the Chicago area and they lived in a 
suburb of Chicago called Skokie. And they had another 
little girl about a year after that, and that's all she 
has done since then. 

She lives in suburban Chicago now. 

Q. Let me ask you this : 

Regarding your brother and your communicat i 
to each other, the fact that you would be in Dallas, I 


on 
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think you said that there had been a phone call. One 
of you called the other to let you know that you would 
be in Dallas around the same time; do you remember that? 

A. Evidently, yes. One of us -- what could 

have happened -- now, here again, remember I lived in 
Chicago at that time and Eddie lived in Brooklyn, as 
he a Iways has . 

I could have easily called Eddie and told 
him I had planned to be in Dallas the latter part of 
November . 

He could have said, "Well, that's great 
because I am going to a bottlers convention in 
November," on whatever the day was, "and we can meet 
there . " 

Or it could have been the other way 
around . He could have told me that he was going to be 
in Dallas at that time in November. As far as my work 
is concerned I could make a trip to Dallas anytime I 
wanted to. 

I always had a reason to come , business- 
wise, and I could have said, "Well, Eddie, that’s fine. 

I will try to meet you there." 

Q. What was your most recent contact with 

your brother prior to your visit in Dallas? 

A. Prior to the visit to Dallas? 
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Yes. I guess it would have been the phone 


Either that or I could have gone to New 


York City on some occassion. 


Do you remember being in New York in early 


November 1963? 


I have no recollection. I could have- I 


don't remember. 


Ql Did you have some business purposes that 

might have brought you there? 

A. I could have gone to New York City on 

business or I could have gone to New York City on family 


affairs . 


I also have two sisters who live in the 


New York City area. 

Ql Does it refresh your recollection to know 

that your brother Edward left from Mexico about 
November th3 8th? Did you see him shortly before he 
left, do you remember? 

A. I wouldn't think so. I just don ' t 

remember . I would have no reason, you know , specifically 
to see him unless I was going to New York City on 


business . 


As far as you know the only reason that 


your brother went to Dallas was for this bottlers 
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convention? 

A. Oh, definitelv. 

Q. Was the convention hotel the Adolphus? 

A. I think so. They stayed at the Adolphus. 

I would assume they stayed where the headquarters of 
the convention was . 

You also have the information, I am sure 
you do, the reason they went to Mexico was to visit his 
wife's sister who lived in Mexico -- still lives in 
Mexico City. 

0. What does she do in Mexico City? 

A. She is a widow. She does nothing. 

Q. Whatisher name? 

A. Her first name is Edith. Damned if I can 

remember. I can't remember her last name. This is my 
brother's wife’s sister. Her husband died some 10 or 
12 years ago. 

Her husband’s name was Carl Wellman, 

W-e-1- 1-raa-an . She is Mrs. Carl Wellman, or as they 
would have it in the local phone directory there, Mrs. 
Carlos Wellman, 

0. One question I forgot to follow up on 

before . 


You had said that one of the reasons you 
left the Ero company was because of the financial 
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situation of that company and your financial situation, 
you were in debt. 

Who were you in debt to? 

A. To whom was I in debt? 

Q. Yes , s ir . 

A. Oh, to a number of people. To a man who -- 

I can ' t even remember the name of the damned company 
he worked for. I can’t remember his name. I owed him 
in the area of seven or $8,000.00. 

0. How did that debt arise? 

A. We had a stock transaction deal that was 

very wrong on my part, and I paid him back the money 
that went bad. 

0. Who else did you owe money to? 

A. I owed Les Barker . 

Q. How much money? 

A. About $3,000.00. 

Ql What was that for? 

A. The same thing . 

0. A different deal or -- 

A No, the same stock transaction deal that 

went haywire, and I paid him back. 

That is it. I paid them back so many 
dollars per month. 


25 
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1 BY MR. HORNBECK: 

2 Ql I take it that none of these debts were 

3 occasioned by any gambling losses of any sort? 

4 A. Oh , no . 

5 Ql During the time that you knew Jack Ruby 

6 did you ever know him to gamble in sports events or any 

7 other kinds of events? 

8 A. No . 

9 Ql Did he ever discuss gambling or betting 

10 in the Dallas area? 

11 A. (Shakes head . ) 

12 Ql Did he ever discuss any gambling or 

13 racketeering elements in Chicago that he knew or did 
Ubusinesswith? 

15 A. Oh, to a degree. To this degree: he was 

16 telling me about his childhood in Chicago, his youth, 

17 and again I assume you have all of this information. 

18 He lived on the west side of Chicago, 

19 which at that time, and probably still is, I guess, a 

20 very poor neighborhood, and his parents were immigrants, 

21 and had few opportunities. And he grew up in an 

22 atmosphere of, well, as they used to describe in on 

23 the east side of New York City, you either became a 

24 judge or you became a Sing-Sing inmate, one or the 

25 other. 
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And I think -- well, as he described it , 
most of the people he contacted he knew as a kid were 
-- well, call them in the hoodlum area, and he 
gravitated to this kind of thing. And that his way of 
making a dollar or two in those days was hustling 
tickets for sporting events, fights or hockey games, 
or whatever . 

Ql Scalping? 

A Scalping. And it may be -- I have a vague 

recollection that he said something about being a 
runner for somebody in the numbers racket, that type of 
thing. But on the very , very fringe of racketeering , I 
guess is what you would call it. 

Ql Did he ever discuss with you, or did you 

ever hear the story that he left Chicago to go to 
Dallas in approximately 1947 because he was indebted 
to the syndicate in Chicago and was forced out of that 
area? 

A Well. That is very, very much news to me. 

Ql Did he ever discuss with you or have you 

heard that the union that Jack was associated with in 
Chicago had their president shot and killed just prior 
to the time that Jack Ruby left Chicago? 

A This is also something that is the first 
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time I have heard it. 
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Q. Would you describe Jack Ruby as a name- 

dropper kind of person? 

A. Well, let me sort of answer you in a 

little different way. May I? 

A, Sure. 

A. Jack Ruby had absolutely no education of 

any kind. I don't even know whether he graduated 
from grammar school. I really don't know. 

He had the most atrocious taste in 
clothes, to me. He would wear pinstripe clothes 
almost all of the time. I think that's because of 
the pictures of the racketeers are always in pinstripe 
clothe s . 

He wanted very much to upgrade 
himself socially. Culturally. Maybe that is a 
better way to state it. 

Therefore, whenever he met anybody who 
could read, write and speak English fluently, why, 
these people became his friends, if they would let him 
be his friend . 

And I think he would name-drop. Here 
again, I can't remember the names he would drop, but 
if he dropped any names to me it would always have 
to be people who were on a social strata he would 
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like to be. 
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Now, whether it was in a racketeering 
sense or not, you know, like people would say, "Well, I 
knew Al Capone," you know. If he said it that way, I 
don ' t know . 

He was a man of extremes. Now, you know, 
there many people that you know in your life, all 
three of you have met people in your life whom you 
either liked or disliked. They have just not made 
enough of an impression on you either way. So, if they 
are around, fine, and if they are not around it is just 
as fine. It doesn ' t make any difference. 

My memory of Jack is he either liked you 
or he disliked you. There was no inbetween with Jack 
Ruby. 

He was a man of violent temperament , 

We had talked about this Jada. He threw her down a 
flight of steps. He could have killed her. Do you 
have any idea how long those steps were in the Carousel 
Club? 

Then again I would see him get down on 
his hands and knees with a bottle of milk and feed a 
puppy, feed his dog, just like a mother would feed her 
baby . 

He is a hard man to describe. Again, I 
can only speak from my personal opinion. I think he 
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was a nut. I don't think he knew he was going to 
shoot him until he did it. 

He always carried a gun. I think your 
records will show that. He always carried a gun, and 
the main reason he always carried a gun, as far as I 
am concerned, is that whenever he closed the club he 
would take the money out with him. 

Ql You saw him personally do this on several 

occasions? 

A. Oh, yes. He carried a gun all the time. 

He put his money in a little bag in the trunk of his 
car . 

0. Was that because he didn't believe in 

banks or was there -- 

A. He either didn’t believe in banks or had 

no safe to leave it in at the club. I don't know why 
he did it. 

BY MR. PURDY: 

Ql Did you see the gun? 

A. I think so. I would think so. 

Ql Was there anything unusual about the 

particular gun? 

A. No. It was not a Luger or anything 

like that. It was a typical revolver. 

Ql Was there anything unusual about the 
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1 hammer of the gun? 

2 A. Not that I know of. 

3 Ql Was there a shroud over the hammer? 

4 A. I don' t know. I have never seen it that 

5 close. 

6 Again , you know , I guess I am sounding 

7 like a broken record. I think that he went into that 

8 garage, and I don’t think anybody stopped him because 

9 he was a very familiar face, and as I said before the 
]0 Dallas Police Department in those days was not overly 

11 bright, and they brought Oswald out and he had a sneer 

12 or leer or whatever on his face. 

13 Then I think Ruby just decided all of a 

14 sudden he was going to be the avenger, and he shot him . 

15 Now , I think one day my great-great- 

16 grandchildren will be worrying about what the hell 

17 happened, too. 

18 I saw a movie the other night where they 

19 were trying to determine whether John Wilkes Booth was 

20 the one who really killed Lincoln. 

21 Did you see it on television the other 

22 night? 

23 MR. HORNBECK: I didn't see it. 

24 BY MR. HORNBECK: 

25 Q. Mr. Meyers, just one very brief area. 
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A. Sure. 

Ql Does your brother Edward still have his 

bottling company? 

A. Oh, yes. He doesn't have a bottling 

company . 

Qi What exactly is that? 

A. He is a distributor. You see, Pepsi Cola 

has a setup where they do not do their own distributing , 
in the New York City area, but they sell their product 
to distributors who have franchise territories. ! 

In other words, only this particular | 

distributor can distribute Pepsi Cola and its products | 
in this given area. And Eddie has, oh, I don't know, ■ 
fourorfive franchises. 

0i Approximately how many employees does he 

have working for him, or did he have in 1963? 

A. At that time, I guess, about the same as 

he has today. He has got, let's say, four trucks, so 
he probably has about eight or ten people working for 
him. 

Q. Are they union drivers? 

A. Oh, definitely. A very strong union. 

Q. Did he ever have any problem with the 

union in the 1960's? 

A. No. As a matter of fact, he has commented. 
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has talked about it. As a matter of fact, rather 
recently he has commented that his drivers have been 
with him for many, many years and he has had no 
problems . 

MR. HORNBECK : I have no further questions. 

BY MR. PURDY; 

0. Would you like to avail yourself of the 

opportunity now to make any comments, to put anything 
you have said into context? 

A. No. I have just said about anything I have 

to say. I am sure that even what I was commenting 
after you had stopped there -- I don't mean when it 
was off the record. I mean now when we were talking 
that you have taken down everything I have said about 
my personal feelings in this. 

BY MR. HORNBECK: 

Cl I did want to ask you one thing. 

You mentioned you played you played golf 
with Mr . Campisi the other day . 

A. Yes . 

Cl Is that frequent? 

A. No. I said I played with him. Let me 

make that a little clearer. 

I did not play with him. We were not on 
the same foursome. We were in the same tournament. 
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Ql Are you speaking acquaintances, first 

name -- 

A No. Just if 1 see him, to say hello, and 

he will say hello, but we are not at all friendly. And 
I don't mean this in any nasty sense to him or to me. 

We have just never had occasion to be friendly. 

Campisi has, obviously, been in Dallas 
for many, many years, and I have only been here for 
14 years. 

MR. HORNBECK : Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon the deposition concluded 
at 5:30 p . m . ) 

aa-105 1297 
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I, GARLIN ATTAWAY, a Notary Pub 
Harris County, Texas, being the Notary 
whom the aforegoing sworn testimony of 
MEYERS was taken, do hereby certify th 
was first duly sworn by me to tell the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth 
above and foregoing is a true and corr 
of said testimony. 

Given under my hand and seal of 
the ^ y day of May, 1978 . 
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xi. Leonard Patrick 


Biographical Summary 

(1195) Leonard Patrick was born on October 6, 1913, in Chicago, 
111., and resided there his entire \\i^,{1879) He attended Shephard 
Grammar School, located at Fillmore and Francisco Streets, in Chi- 
cago, After completing the seventh grade, he left school and worked 
as a delivery boy. {1880) 

(1196) On June 28, 1933, Patrick received a 10-year sentence for 
robbing a bank in Culver, Ind. {1881) His codefendants in the bank 
robbery had been his brother. Jack Patrick, Edward Murphy, John 
Gray and John Davis. {1882) He went to the Indiana State Reforma- 
tory on June 28, 1933. {1883) On February 22, 1933, he was transferred 
to the Indiana State Penitentiary. {188Jf) Patrick was paroled on 
March 11, 1940. His sponsor was E. Szontagh from Chicago. {1885) 
Patrick was to reside with Dave Kovin in Chicago ; he worked for the 
R. D, Kane Co. (i^^^) 

(1197) On September 10, 1975, Patrick was convicted of contempt 
of court for his refusal to testify under a grant of immunity against a 
Chicago police lieutenant accused of income tax evasion. {1887) As of 
July 1978, Patrick had served 21 months of a 4-year sentence {1888) 
and on J uly 3, 1978, he was released and placed under the supervision of 
a halfway house. {1889) 

(1198) Patrick’s known aliases have been Pete Leonard!, Lenny 
Patrick, Lennie Patrick, Joseph Cohen, Leonard Levine and 
“Blinkey.” 

(1199) When Patrick was interviewed by FBI agents on September 
10, 1948, he stated that he and his brother, Jack, operated the New 
Lawndale Restaurant at 3714 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, 111. 
{1890) He and his brother had had a part interest in this restaurant 
for over 2 years, and they had recently purchased the remaining out- 
standing interest from Sid Libby. {1891) Previous to his association 
with the New Lawndale Restaurant, Patrick was employed as a house- 
man at the Arcade Restaurant located at Kedzie and Roosevelt Roads. 
{1892) 

(1200) In 1954, it was reported that Patrick had been employed as a 
salesman for an unnamed business. {1893) During 1956, he reportedly 
was employed as a salaried freelance salesman for Club Specialty, 
Inc., {189Jf.) selling plastic specialty items to advertising businesses. 
{1895) 

(1201) In June 1957, an FBI informant advised that Patrick and 
Dave Yaras had purchased a bathhouse on North Avenue. (755^) This 
establishment was operated as a bathhouse open to the public, but also 
had plush quarters for gambling on the upper floors. {1897) 

(1202) In August 1957, Patrick was employed by Irving Kaufman, 
president of the Irv Sales Co., at a salary of $150 per week.(7^P^) 
Kaufman said Patrick performed a “watch service.” His identity 
remained anonymous, and he checked on employees in the approxi- 
mately 201 branch stores in Chicago and its vicinity, calling in his 
reports. (7^55) 

(1203) During the late 1950’s, Patrick may have also been involved 
with the Reliable Products Co., 3328 Roosevelt Road, Chicago. (7^W) 
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The company is listed officially in the name of Jack Patrick, Leonard 
Patrick’s brother. {1901 ) 

(1204) On July 17, 1958, the FBI interviewed Louis Hennick, who 
advised that he owned the Douglas Park Hotel and that Jack Patrick 
was the day manager and I^eonard Patrick, the night manager, 

In I960, an informant advised that both Jack and Leonard Patrick 
were still “connected” with the hotel and that it was still “fronted” by 
Louis Hennick. 

(1205) In 1959, an FBI informant advised that he had heard Patrick 
had an interest in several northside restaurants in Chicago, one of 
which was the Black Angus Kestaurant. (iP6?^) 

(1206) On January 1, 1963, it was reported to the FBI that Patrick 
was employed by Herman Sales Co., as a premium salesman and was 
contacting various business houses in the Chicago area. (75^5) On 
February 18, 1963, an FBI informant stated that he had learned from 
an associate that Patrick was connected with the A-1 Industrial Uni- 
form Co. (i^^%') in which Dave Yaras also owned an interest. (7^6^) 
tl207) In 1964, it was reported to the FBI that Patrick and Hy 
“Bed” Lamer were partners in the Venocoa Music Co.{1908) It was 
also reported that Patrick and Lamer were attempting to purchase the 
City Music Co. {1909) 

Treatment hy Warren Commission 

(1208) Leonard Patrick was not called to testify before the Warren 
Commission, and there is no indication that anyone other than FBI 
agents interviewed him. (7570) The FBI report is very brief and do^ 
not show whether Patrick was questioned thoroughly regarding his 
association with Euby. ( 1911 ) 

(1209) The Warren Eeport states that “virtually all of Euby’s Chi- 
cago friends stated that Euby had no close connection with organized 
crime.” (1912) One of these people was Patrick who made that claim 
in his FBI interview. (757 J) The Warren Eeport continues that “in 
addition, unreliable as their reports may be, several known Chica^ 
criminals have denied any such liaison.” {1911^) Again one cite is 
Patrick’s FBI interview. The report concludes by stating that “Euby 
was questionably familiar, if not friendly, with some Chicago crimi- 
nals, but there is no evidence that he ever pai'ticipated in organipd 
criminal activity.” (757 J) This statement was made without having 
determined the extent and nature of Euby’s connection with Patrick. 

Illegal Activities and Organized Crime 

(1210) In 1958 it was reported that the U.S. attorney in Chicago 
listed Patrick among the principal hoodlums in Chicago. (757^) 
Patrick was described as having supervision of the West Side hand- 
books, along with Sam Battaglia and William Block. (7577) In 1960 
Patrick was included on a list of syndicate gambling “fixers” and 
supervisors. (757^) He was described as a : 

* * * west side gunman who seized control of gambling in 
Rogers Park 4 years ago. Patrick learned his trade in the west 
side’s 24th Ward where he “engineered” the muscle and, re- 
portedly, the murders of gamblers opposing the crime syndi- 
cate. (7575) 
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(1211) A September 27, 1962, Federal Bureau of Narcotics memo- 
randum states that the upper echelon in Chicago’s organized crime was 
composed of Anthony Accardo, Frank Ferraro, Gus Alex, and Murray 
Humphreys. (7 ^^(9) The second echelon was composed of Ross Prio, 
who reportedly supervised “general overall gambling and other illegal 
operations on Chicago’s north side,’' Phillip Cerone, Sr., Charles Nico- 
letti, Ralph Pierce, James Allegretti, Joseph Aiuppa, Sam Battaglia, 
Marshall Caifano, Francis J. Curry, and Leonard Patrick. (7P^7) 
Patrick was described as “having diversified responsibilities of gam- 
bling activities in the Summerdale and Rogers Park districts under 
Ross Prio.” (75^^) 

(1212) A Chicago Crime Commission memorandum, dated Novem- 
ber 10, 1947, reported that Patrick was formerly employed in a hand- 
book operation at 3613 West Roosevelt Road and was the owner of a 
tavern at 3166 Ogden Avenue. (7 ^?^J) A handbook allegedly was op- 
erated in the back of this tavern. (7P^^) Patrick was also said to be 
associated with poker games that were operated there. (7^^J) 

(1213) On February 26, 1958, a Chicago FBI informant advised 
Patrick operated a “50-50 book in 1948 and 1949.” (7^^^) The book was 
operated in a barbershop at 330 West Roosevelt, and payments were 
made to Patrick at the New Lawndale restaurant. (7P^) The in- 
formant stated that “there was a full-scale hard cardbook being op- 
erated” at the New Lawndale restaurant and that Patrick had the area 
from Kedzie to Cicero and from Madison South to approximately 18th 
Street. (/^^<5) No one could open a book or take on any bets unless he 
had the “OK” from Patrick. (7^^^) According to the informant, dur- 
ing this period Patrick’s lieutenants were William Block and Dave 
Yaras.(7^Jt?) 

(1214) Sometime during this period, Patrick attempted to move into 
the area of Broadway, Diversey and Belmont, which was operated by 
Rocco Fischetti.(7PJ7) According to the informant, three of Patrick’s 
“muscle,” Narti Potski, “Little Sneeze” Friedman, and one other, were 
killed in the New Lawndale restaurant, ostensibly for robbing books 
but actually because of their association with Patrick. (7^J^) The in- 
formant believed that the dispute between Patrick and Fischetti was 
arbitrated by Anthony Accardo. (7PJJ) 

(1215) The Chicago Crime Commission files also included a Chicago 
Tribune article, dated May 6, 1952, concerning the murder of David 
Zatz, who was found shot to death in the trunk of a car on May 5, 
1952. (7^JJ) It was reported that Zatz operated a handbook and was 
known as a “syndicate front” for Dave Yaras and I^eonard Pat- 
rick. (7PJJ) Yaras and Patrick were described in this article as “the 
gang’s representatives under the rule of Marshall Caifano.” (7^^J/?) 
(1216) In May 1955, a Chicago Crime Commission memorandum 
reported that a handbook operated at the Black Angus Restaurant 
was managed by Eugene Luffman, who acted as a “front” for Pat- 
rick. (7^J7) In 1955, an FBI informant advised that another “book 
place” was located at Sol Sleisenter’s* Furniture Store on Roosevelt 
Road, which allegedly belonged to another individual, but Patrick 
collected for this operation. (7^ J<5) 


♦Correct spelling unknown. 
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(1217) In 1958, it was reported that Yaras and Patrick controlled 
the Eoosevelt Avenue area and that their headquarters were located 
at Eoosevelt and Independence Boulevard. In the late 1950’s, 

Patrick was also alleged to be operating several other bookmaking 
establishments, in adaition to those previously mentioned. 

(1218) In 1962, an FBI informant advised that one of the largest 
handbook operations currently being operated in Chicago was located 
at the New Lawndale Eestaurant and controlled for organized crime 
by Patrick and Yaras. { 19 ^ 1 ) It was reported in 1963 that Patrick was a 
partner of Eocky Potenza in a bookmaking operation on the north 
side of Chicago. (7^4^) In 1964, it was reported to the FBI that Lou 
Henneck operated out of the Top Hat Inn and ran all of the “books” 
for Patrick. { 19 ^ 3 ) 

(1219) A 1971 FBI report states that Patrick controlled gambling 
in the Douglas Park District and the north side of Chicago until late 
1970, when his bookmaking operations were closed down because of 
new Federal gambling legislation. (iP-4^) In his deposition, when 
asked about “bookmaking,” Patrick indicated he was knowledgeable 
about these activities. { 1945 ) 

(1220) In 1946, the Chicago FBI office was told that Yaras and 
Patrick “are reported to be the ‘torpedoes’ or the killers for the ‘syn- 
dicate’.” (i^^^) It was also reported that Patrick may have had a part 
in the killing of Willie Tarsh and “Zukie the Bookie” Zuckerman, who 
were described as West Eoosevelt Eoad gamblers who had been killed 
in gangland style several years earlier. { 1947 ) 

(1221) The records of the Chicago police department indicate that 
on June 24, 1946, James M. Eagen, Sr., was shot by unknown persons 
at the corner of 39th and State Streets. (7^4^) Eagen was the opera- 
tor of the Continental News Service, a sports wire service organiza- 
tion in Chicago. Allegedly, he had refused to surrender control of 
his business to Chicago organized crime. 

(1222) On March 8, 1947, Patrick, William Block, and Yaras were 
indicted on charges of murdering Eagen. (7^4^) There had been three 
witnesses to the shooting. An article in the Chicago Sun, dated August 
22, 1947, stated that Lucius Davidson, a newslx)y who had testified 
before the grand jury on the Eagen murder, identified a picture of 
Block as the man who fired the shots, Yaras as the man kneeling with 
another weapon, and Patrick as the driver of the truck.(7^jJ) The 
article also stated that the other two witnesses had changed their 
testimony. (7PJ7) 

(1223) On April 3, 1947, the indictment against Block, Yaras, and 
Patrick was quashed by Chief Justice Harold G. Ward in criminal 
court. { 1952 ) 

(1224) In October 1947, Captain Connelly and Lieutenant Drury, 
suspended police officers, stated that it was alleged that Patrick, Block, 
and Yaras were responsible for the killing of “Bugsy” Seigel, a west 
coast racketeer with reported connections to the Chicago syndicate. 
They were suspected because of the modus operandi used in shooting 
Seigel. (7^JJ) 

(1225) On September 10, 1948, Patrick was interviewed by FBI 
agents regarding the gangland killings of Norton Polsl^, “Little 
Sneeze” Friedman and Harry “The Horse” Krotish.(7^JJ) Patrick 
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stated it was his opinion that all three men had been killed because 
they were engaged in robberies of handbooks and gambling houses. 
{1955) He considered himself a “close personal friend” of these 
individuals. {1956) 

(1226) A Daily News article, dated January 5, 1953, concerning the 
slaying of Milton Glickman, reported that the police were seeking 
Patrick for questioning concerning the slaying. (i^57) In November 
1955, an informant advised that Patrick and Yaras were hired gunmen 
and killers for the Chicago underworld. 

(1227) On February 18, 1963, Chicago Alderman Benjamin F. Lewis 
was found shot to death. In April 1964, an informant advised that 
Patrick and Yaras controlled the ward in which Lewis was slain. 
{1959) It was also reported that Lewis was slain because he was not 
cooperating with the criminal element in Chicago. (iP^^) 

( 1228 ) Activities in 1963 , — On January 3 , 1963 , an informant advised 
that Patrick continued to control gambling and “juice” operations in 
the Lawndale district of Chicago, (i^^i) On February 27 , 1963 , the 
organized crime division of the Chicago Police Department advised 
they had received information that a horse room continued to operate 
at the New Lawndale Kestaurant. (i,9^2) It was rumored that Patrick 
ran the operation, but the police were never able to prove a con- 
nection. (799 J) 

( 1229 ) An FBI informant advised that on March 3 , 1963 , Lenny 
Patrick, Jack Patrick, Hy Godfrey, Fifke Corngold, and J^ Aiuppa 
were present at the Luxor Baths in Chicago. (799J) The informant 
advised that the Luxor Baths was used on frequent occasions as a 
meeting place for known Chicago syndicate members. (7995) 

( 1230 ) On March 20 , 1963 , an FBI informant advised that Patrick 
was no longer in control of the Filmore District in Chicago. (7999) 
On April 2 , 1963 , the Chicago police raided the New Lawndale Kes- 
taurant wire room and arrested several people. (7997) An informant 
advised on May 10 , 1963 , that he had recently learned that the Four 
Duces Lounge, 2222 West Devon Avenue, was Patrick’s “place.” (799^) 
( 1231 ) An FBI informant advised on August 9 , 1963 that Patrick 
“has been moving well toward the top of the Chicago criminal or- 
ganization and might be a replacement for Gus Alex, who appears 
to be working for power because of the contacts he has made without 
advising other members of the organization.” (7999) 

( 1232 ) In November 1963 , an informant advised that in September 
1963 there was a meeting at the Mark Hopkins Hotel in San Francisco 
which was attended by Dave Yaras, his son Konald, Leonard Patrick, 
Louis Tom Dragna, and Nicolo Licata.(7979) Dragna was described 
as an underboss of La Cosa Nostra in the Los Angeles area. (7977) 
According to the informant, a second meeting of the same group was 
held several weeks later. (797^) Ernest Debs, a Los Angeles County 
supervisor and a close friend of a major California officeholder, was 
also allegedly present. (7975) 

( 1233 ) On October 14 , 1963 , an FBI informant advised that Ralph 
Detente, Mike Detente and John Reda had been doing work for 
Patrick and Willie Daddano as killers for the “outfit.” (797^) Cn 
October 30 and 31 , 1963 , an FBI informant advised that the three 
chief “juice men” in the Chicago area were Fiore Buccieri, Jimmy 
Allegretti and Lennie Patrick. (7975) 
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(1234) Other illegal activities , — Chicago Crime Commission rec- 
ords contain a letter to the police commissioner, dated March 29, 1955, 
in which it was reported that a commercial bingo game was operated 
at 8242 West Roosevelt Road and was allegedly operated and con- 
trolled by Patrick. (i^7^) On April 30, 1959, an FBI informant ad- 
vised that the bingo operation had been “going strong'"’ for years and 
was operated by Lenny and Jack Patrick. ( 1977) 

(1235) — On December 19, 1957, an FBI informant advised that 

Patrick was engaged in the short-term usury (shylocking) known as 
“6 for 5” on August 6, l^bS,{1978) The informant advised that about 
6 or 7 years ago, Harry Levine was working in Chicago as a shylock 
and was associated with Lenny Patrick, Jack Patrick and Dave 
Yaras.(7^?7P) Levine started the Reliable Products novelty business 
as a front for shy locking. About 3 years ago (1954), Levine left Chi- 
cago, and Reliable Products went bankrupt about 6 months later. 
{1980) The informant also advised that about 3 years ago “Ruby the 
Mule” (possibly Ruby Wolfar) and “Solly,” a cab driver, took over 
the shylocking business. It was the informant’s opinion they were 
working for Jack and Lenny Patrick and Dave Yaras.(I^^i) 

(1236) — The Chicago Crime Commission records include an article 

from the Chicago Tribune, dated January 19, 1955, concerning the 
policy gambling racket, (7^^^) The article reported that on the west 
side of Qiicago, the “Syndicate” had four representatives — Sam 
Giancana and Marshall Caifano, at the top, with two underlings, 
William Block and Lennie Patrick. (7^<9J) There was also a memo- 
randum, dated October 2, 1950, reporting that anonymous information 
had been received that Patrick, Yaras and Block were in control of 
the “lottery jars” flooding the 35th Police District. (7^<9J) On March 
17, 1958, an informant advised that Patrick was affiliated with Albert 
Frabotta.(75<S5) According to the informant, when the Chicago mob 
entered the policy racket, Patrick allegedly participated in the kid- 
napping of the Jones brothers, “Negro kingpins of the policy racket 
inthel940’s.”(7^<5(5) 

(1237) — In November 1955, an informant advised that Louis Hen- 

nick had been taking baseball bets for Patrick and Dave Yaras, under 
the direct supervision of Jack Patrick, for the past 5 years. (7^^7) In 
1958, it was reported that Patrick and Yaras forced John Cannatta, a 
representative of a group of persons who placed large bets on football 
games and other sports with Chicago bookmakers, to “lay-off” all of 
his bets with their office in Chicago. {1988) 

(1238) — In 1946, it was reported that Patrick had a 25-percent in- 

terest in the blackjack game at a gambling place located at 3613 West 
Roosevelt Road.(7P<§P) In an interview on September 10, 1948, Patrick 
admitted that a poker game was operating out of the New Lawndale 
Restaurant. (7PP6?) The Chicago Police Department advised that as of 
April 15, 1949, Patrick, Block and Yaras were operating a “Canadian 
poker game” at the New Lawndale Restaurant 2 nights a week.(7^P7) 
A Crime Commission memorandum, dated June 22, 1956, reported that 
a “commercial poker” game was held in the rear of a restaurant, 
allegedly owned by Patrick, which was located at Northwestern 
Avenue. (iPP^) 

( 1239) -“In 1958, it was reported that Patrick was involved in shake- 
down activities with supermarkets and home improvement busi- 
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nesses. There was also some indication that Patrick was in- 
volved in prostitution. A 1966 report states that in November 

1969 Patrick was believed to be the largest dealer of narcotics on the 
west side. Patrick's supplier was named as Fred Morrelli, who 

owned Century Music Co. {lOyi}) 

( 1240 ) Other meetings and connections involvi/ng organized crinve .- — 
The Chicago Crime Commission records include a memorandum, 
dated February 13, 1953, which reported : 

* * * that information was received that Leonard Patrick, 
Dave Yaras, and Joe Massei, the latter formerly of Detroit, 
had been operating the Sans Souci gambling establishment 
in Havana, Cuba. (i^^7) 

(1241) An FBI informant advised that Patrick had been in constant 
telephone contact with Dave Yaras from September 1957 to May 
1959 On March 12, 1958, a Chicago informant advised that 

Patrick ‘'was very close'’ to Yaras, who was described as '‘a Chicago 
hoodlum who had a great power in the underworld on the west side 
of Chicago.” (75*^^) On January 18, 1958, a different FBI informant 
advised that Dave Yaras and Leonard Patrick “were very closely asso- 
ciated even though Yaras was residing in Miami Beach.” Rec- 
ords of the Chicago police department reflect Yaras had been arrested 
28 times from 1933 to 1947, “mostly for general principles, disorderly 
conduct, and investigation.” {2001 ) 

(1242) On December 27, 1961, an FBI informant advised that Pat- 
rick was in constant contact with Sam Giancana. Patrick allegedly 
related to Giancana that he was to receive $10,000 from some unnamed 
venture, when he should have been receiving $30,000. {2002) 

(1243) Other organized crime and criminal figures listed in an FBI 
report as Patrick’s associates are James Allegretti, Phil Alderisio, 
Morris Saletko, William E. Block, and Marshall Caifano.(^(?^?J) 

Assocmtion With Ruby 

( 1244) Patrick was interviewed by the FBI on November 25, 1963, as 
a result of information received by the FBI to the effect that Patrick 
ran Ruby out of Chicago. (^6^J) According to the FBI interview 
report, Patrick said he had known Ruby as a “neighborhood chum, 
who was about 2 years older than Patrick.” (^^^5) They both attended 
Shephard Grammar School, but were not close friends. (^6>6>^) Ac- 
cording to the FBI report, Patrick “frequently saw Rubenstein in 
the neighborhood and always spoke with him, as did everyone else who 
grew up in the West Side.”(^^?6>7) 

(1245) The FBI report states that upon his release from prison in 
1940, Patrick “heard that Ruby had been involved in the investigation 
into the murder of Leon Cooke, but had been cleared.” (^<9<9^) Patrick 
“heard that this investigation was the reason Rubenstein left Chicago.” 
{2009) 

(1246) Patrick claimed he knew nothing about Ruby until after 
the war, when Ruby was selling premium items with his brother, whose 
name Patrick could not recall. (^<97<9) According to the FBI report, 
Patrick stated “he was certain Rubenstein had never operated a book 
or had anything else to do with any racket.” (^6>77) Patrick also 
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stated, according to the FBI report, that “no matter how much you in- 
vestigate, you’ll never learn nothing, as he had nothing to do with 
nothing.” 

(1247) Patrick denied having anything to do with running Ruben- 
stein out of Chicago after World War II and said Ruby “just found 
something better elsewhere.”(^<9/.?) The FBI report states that: 

Patrick said if Rubenstein had any racket he would never 
have left Chicago, and said further if Rubenstein had been 
run out of town he would never have returned periodically 
as Patrick said he heard Rubenstein did. {201 J^) 

(1248) Patrick said he last saw Ruby about 10 or 12 years prior to the 
assassination, but had heard that Ruby had returned to Chicago since 
that time to visit his relatives. ( ^<975 ) Patrick stated “their friendship 
was not such that they would visit each other, but if they met on the 
street, they would visit.” ( ^<97^ ) 

(1249) When questioned by the FBI, Earl Ruby stated that Jack 
Ruby went to grammar school with Patrick. (^(^77) The FBI report 
states : 

Earl has no knowledge of Jack’s association with Patrick, 
except on one occasion, date unknown, that Jack mentioned 
he had gone to grammar school with Patrick. Patrick was 
not generally known to the Ruby family. He recalls that 
Lenny Patrick was the black sheep of the family. Patrick’s 
father was a Chicago policeman. Jack Patrick, brother of 
Lenny, who is allegedly respectable, married a distant cousin 
(about four times removed) of the Ruby’s. Her name is 
Weinbert. Earl has no knowledge of this family .{2018) 

(1250) The FBI interview of Ruby’s sister, Marion Carroll, states: 

Specifically, Mrs. Carroll stated she had heard the name 
Leonard Patrick, who is considered to be a Chicago area 
hoodlum, and stated perhaps he [Ruby] grew up in the area 
with Jack but is quite sure they would have no more than a 
speaking acquaintance. {2019) 

(1251) Eva Grant testified before the Warren Commission that the 
family knew of Patrick’s existence, but “we never associated with 
him in our home or in our business or anything.” (^6>^6>) When Grant 
was asked if she knew of any telephone contacts Ruby had had in the 
last 10 years, the following exchange occurred : 

Grant. Here — I’m going to tell you — in the last year he 
has had so much aggravation in the club, that he called I enny 
Patrick. That was the last resort. He figured he might know 
somebody — this guy is not a holy man by far. 

Attorney. Lenny Patrick is not a holy man? 

Grant. No, he’s not by far. He’s a gambler. 

Attorney. Jack called him for what purpose ? 

Grant. He called him for the purpose to see if he could fix 
him up with the union, so he could have amateur nights same 
as the other two fellows here. 

Attorney. It’s something to do with the union ? 

Grant. That’s right. 
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A^rroRNEY. So that the only contacts that you do know about 
were through AGVA, or what you have already told us? 

Grant. There was nothing — I know when Lenny — he said 
something about maybe he know somebody in the AGVA, 

A'rroRNEY. Who could help them in the trouble he w^as 
having. 

Grant. That’s right. * * *{2021) 

(1252) Later in her testimony Grant stated that Ruby called Patrick 
in Chicago “one time, and he was not there, and until he got his num- 
ber — he called 15 different people from what I understand.” She 

stated that Patrick contacted Ruby : 

Last summer and he also told me, you know, he told me 
during one of those months he said, “I tried to call Lenny 
Patrick,” and he said, “I got his number,” he got it from some- 
body and I don’t know who, what and I didn’t give a dam. 
{2023) 

(1253) At one point in Grant’s Warren Commission testimony, she 
stated that she knew who Patrick was, but had not seen him for 35 
years. {2024) She stated, “We are very well acquainted. ”( J) 

(1254) When Patrick was asked if he was aware of Ruby’s labor dis- 
pute with AGVA, he stated he was not and “had nothing to do with 
’\V\2026) He said, however, that his “partner might have.”(^C>^7) 
When asked if Ruby telephoned him in 1963, Patrick stated : 

He had no reason to telephone me, not me. He might have 
talked to my partner, I don’t know, I couldn’t tell you. {2028) 

Later Patrick stated, “I don’t believe he ever telephoned {2029) 
(1255) Hyman Rubenstein also testified before the Warren Com- 
mission about Ruby’s connection with Patrick. (^05^?) Hyman stated 
that Ruby called him in the fall of 1963 and wanted him to contact 
some people in Chicago who had connections with AGVA in New 
York. Hyman called everyone he knew in Chicago and did not succeed. 
{2031 ) Hyman stated : 

It was just one of those things that didn’t work out, and if 
I am not mistaken I think Jack tried to call some of the other 
boys in Chicago, one bail bondsman, I can’t think of his name, 
and then he tried to call Lenny Patrick, I believe, Lenny 
Patrick, and then I think he tried to call somebody else, {2032) 

(1256) When Hyman was asked how Ruby knew Patrick, he stated : 

Everybody knows Lenny Patrick, when you go to school 
you know everybody in a school or even high school, and if 
you lived on the west side you know Lenny Patrick because 
Lenny Patrick, you walk into a delicatessen or into a pool- 
room, “Hi, Lenny,” “Hi, Jack,” that is how you know him. 
{2033) 

(1257) Hyman originally stated he did not know what Patrick did 
for a living, but when asked if Patrick made an honest living, he re- 
plied, “I think gambling is his biggest racket. I think so.”(^JJ) 
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(1258) On November 24, 1963, an FBI informant stated that in the 
mid“1940’s a close friend of Ruby’s, Abe Zuckerman, was shot |>ecause 
Zuckerman did not cut Leonard Patrick in for part of the proceeds 
of a gambling operation. The informant stated that shortly 

after the shooting, Patrick told Ruby to leave town because he was 
operating a book without Patrick’s sanction. Patrick allegedly told 
Ruby that if he didn’t leave town, he would get what Zuckerman got. 
(WS6) As stated previously, Patrick denied having anything to do 
with Ruby’s leaving Chicago. 

( 1259 ) In his deposition, Patrick stated that he did know of “Zookie” 
Zuckerman, but did not know anything about his murder. 

When asked if Ruby knew Zuckerman, he stated that Ruby might 
h.2L\e.,{WS9) He also stated that Ruby was not involved in bwkmak- 
\ng»{20j^0) When asked if Patrick ever told Ruby to leave Chicago, 
Patrick stated, “No, not me.” When asked if someone else told Ruby 
to leave, “No, I really don’t, to tell you the truth. I don’t recall. . . .” 

(W) 

(1260) During an FBI interview of Jack Patrick on December 9, 
1963, he said that though he and Ruby had resided in the same neigh- 
borhood in Chicago, he could not recall Ruby. {20Jt£) 

(1261) In a telephone contact with the committee, I^onard Patrick 
said he and Ruby were brought up together in Chicago, but he “hasn’t 
seen him for years.” (^^) Patrick also stated that “Ruby was a nice 
guy with kids. He wasn’t connected with anybody. I mean I don’t 
know cause I haven’t seen him in years but he was not a ‘wise guy’, if 
you know what I mean.”(^^^) 

(1262) In his deposition, Patrick told the committee that he knew 
Ruby in Chicago and stated : 

I never was what you could call running around with him 
or anything like that. I knew of him. I knew him when he was 
a kid. He lived in the next block from me. (201^5) 

(1263) Patrick also stated he loiew “one or two” of Ruby’s brothers 
but could not recall their names. (£1^^^) He said he never “associated 
with” Ruby and would only see him when he “would run into him in 
a restaurant or somewhere . . .”(^<9^7) Patrick also stated he never 
visited Ruby in Dallas and never did any business with Ruby. {20iS) 
When asked if he ever saw Ruby when Ruby visited his family in Chi- 
cago, Patrick stated : 

I don’t recall. I haven’t seen much of him. I told you this. 

If I did, I would tell you. There is nothing there. No, I never 
had nothing to do with him in any kind of business. If I seen 
him, hello, how are you, that’s all. I never had nothing to do 
with him. (^t?-^5) 

( 1264) When asked when he last saw Ruby, Patrick indicated that he 
had told the FBI he had not seen Ruby “in maybe 10, 15 years” prior 
to the assassination. (^(95^) When Patrick was asked again to state 
when he last met Ruby, Patrick stated, “I never had no meeting with 
him.” {2051) 

(1265) Regarding any knowledge Patrick may have connecting 
Ruby to organized crime activities during the 1940’s, Patrick stated: 
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I w ill tell you the way it is. I don’t think he ever was. I know 
he had something to do with it from what I hear. I don’t 
know if he had it then. It was some kind of a union or some- 
thing, iron or junk, something. I don’t know if he was with 
anybody who was. I don’t know. I think he was with a fellow 
by the name of Dorfman or somebody, the old man or some- 
thing. Then, I think, from when I reflect, I think he wasn’t 
there long. That is when he left, as far as I know, you know, 
gaaway. I never seen much of him. {2052) 

(1266) Patrick did not believe Ruby’s move to Dallas was related 
to any organized crime activity, but stated ^^you never know for 
{2053) 

(1267) Dave Yaras, one of Patrick’s closest associates, was also asso- 
ciated with Jack Ruby.(^<9J^) Yaras claimed he knew Ruby as 
“Sparky,” a “young hustler and fight fan from Division and Damen 
Street area, 30 years {2055) Yaras also stated that his brother, 
Sam Yaras, who resided in Dallas, w^as acquainted with Jack 
Ruby. (^(95^) Patrick stated in his deposition that his “partner,” Dave 
Yaras, knew Ruby “as a friend, too, more than I did.”(^/?J7) Patrick 
did not know how Ruby got to know Yaras. (^6^J5) 

(1268) Both Ruby and Patrick had contact with Invin AVeiner, a 
major organized crime and Teamsters figui*e who Ruby had contacted 
in October 1963. (^6^.5, 9) AAYiner also admitted having had prior con- 
tacts with Ruby. On February 21, 1958, it was reported to the FBI that 
a meeting was held at the Trade AVinds Restaurant in Chicago at which 
both Patrick and AA^einer were present. The purpose of this meeting 
was not known. (^{^6‘6') On Alarcli 11. 1965, an FBI informant advised 
that a week earlier Patrick, Obbie Frabotta and Phil Alderisio had 
met with a bondsman named “Stuck” who was working for Irwin 
AA^einer.(^t?^7) Again the reason for this meeting was not 
\\no^\n,{2062) In his deposition, Patrick stated he knew AAYiner be- 
cause he also grew up on the AVest Side of Chicago, but he never did 
any business wdtli him. He also stated that Ruby probably knew 
AVeiner.(^{^6‘J) 

(1269) Deposition taken by the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations. 
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LEONARD PATRICK 

of lawful age, being produced, svjom, and examined on the 
part of the Committee, deposeth and saith: 

MR. MC DONALD: This is the deposition of Leonard 

Patrick being taken in the U.S. Courthouse, Chicago, Illinois, 
on Friday, July 21, 1978. 

My name is James McDonald, senior attorney with the 
Select Committee on Assassinations, House of Representatives, 
United States House of Representatives. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

3Y MR. MC DONALD: 

Q. For the record, would you please state your name. 

A . Leonard Pa trick. 

Q. And your address? 

A. 2820 Jaralath. 

Q. Is that where you are residing? 

A. No. That is 7425 Selmont. 

Belmont in Chicago? 

A. I use that for my mailing address. Anyone you v;ant 
is all right, but that is where they come and I am around 
there . 

Q. Both of these addresses are in Chicago, Illinois? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Patrick, as you know, this proceeding is being 
transcribed by a court reporter. Pursuant to House Resolution 


25 
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222 and Committee Rule 4, I have been designated as an attorney 
empowered to take statements under oath. You have just pre- 
viously been sworn by United States Magistrate Carl Sussman, 

Mr. Patrick, is the statement that you are about to 
give the Committee being given voluntarily? 

A. Yes, it is, 

Q. Are you under subpoena to be here today? 

A. No, I don*t think so. 

3.. You do have the right to have an attorney present 

this morning if you so desire. Do you wish to have an attorney 
with you this morning? 

A. No, I don't see why I should have an attorney. 

As I indicated, this proceeding is being transcribed 
and you will be given a copy of the record when it is in 
printed fashion. V7e will provide it to you so you can check 
it for grammatical and typographical errors. Prior to the 
commencement of this proceeding, I handed you a copy of the 
House Resolutions pertaining to the Select Committee on 
Assassinations, namely, House Resolutions 222, 433 and 760. I 
also provided you with a copy of the rules of the Committee and 
I pointed out to you Committee Rule 4, which pertains to state- 
ments under oath by designated counsel,. Mr. Patrick, did you • 
have an opportunity to review the materials that I have just 
mentioned? 

A. I looked through it, yes. 
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1 

'5- Did you understand what you read? 

2 

A. Yes, I did. 

3 

0,K. , thank you. 

4 

Mr. Patrick, you mentioned or stated that you cur- 

5 

rently reside in Chicago, How long have you been living in 

6 

Chicago ? 

7 

A. All my life. 

8 

0. For purposes of identification, are you the sarue 

9 

Leonard Patrick who was incarcerated at the Lexington Federal 

10 

Correctional Institute ? 

11 

A. I am. 

12 

Q. And you were just released when? 

13 

A. July 3rd, 

14 

M 1978? 

15 

A. I am still under the supervision of the Halfway 

16 

House , yes . 

1 

17 i 

Mr, Patrick, as you know, you have been asked to come 

18 1 

here this morning to talk to us, talk to the Committee, about 

19 

Jack Ruby. Do you know Jack Ruby? 

20 

A. I knew him, sure. 

21 ; 

Q. Are we speaking of the Jack Ruby who was convicted of 

22 

shooting an individual by the name of Lee Harvey Oswald in 

23 

Dallas, Texas? 

24 

A. Yes. 

25 : 

D. I aih going to be asking you some questions that per- 
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1 ! tain to Jack Ruby and your knowledge and association with him. 

2 Before we get into that, I v;ould like to ask you some general 

3 questions about the Chicago scene in the years 1946 and 1947, 

4 specifically you were residing in Chicago during these years? 

5 A. I was. 

6 Did you know Jack Ruby during that time? 

7 A. I never was what you would call running around with 

8 him or anything like that, I knew of him. I knew him when 

9 he was a kid. He lived in the next block from me. 

10 Q. I see. Let^s just clear that up. How did you come 

11 to know Jack Ruby? 

12 A. Well, I knew him from being in the neighborhood and 

13 everything. We used to hang around on the West Side. 

14 The West Side of Chicago? 

15 A. -Yes. I knew him, that*s all. I just knew him. 

16 I hadn’t seen him after that for I don’t know how many years. 

17 I wasn’t friendly with him, I knew him. I always thought he 

18 was a nice fellow, 

19 'I. Was he older or younger than you? 

20 A. Maybe a year less or more than me, I imagine. 

21 a. O.K. 

22 A. A year or two, something like that, I imagine, 

23 Did you know any of his other brothers or sisters? 

24 A. I didn’t know the sister, I knew the brother. 

25 ^k>niich one? 
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A. I think-- 

(Interrupting) lari? 

A. Earl was it? 

v. Well, he had a brother nausd Earl, a brother narr.ed 

Sam, 

A. I knew one or t'vc of thsai. 1 probably ‘rolght have 
kno’wn them all, but I was never that friendly, I just knew them 
from around there. One of them had to do something with selling 
pots, pans, some stuff like that. When I see him, I would say 
hello like everyone else, you see. 

Q. For clarification purposes, what is your birthday? 

A. October 6, 1913. 

P. 5o it is your testimony, then, that you knew Jack 
Ruby as a young man grov;ing up in the sarr.e neighborhood? 

A. Yes, that’s right. 

Q. Did you associate with him or did you know of him 
during the war years, 1941 through 1945? 

A. No, I never have associated with him. To tell you 
the truth, I don’t even remember when I last seen him because 
it has been so long, I told them the same thing. 

0 . You told who the same thing? 

A. When they come over, the FBI, they asked the same 
questions, you know, what I think of him, do you think he would 
do this or that, I would say who am I to say, you know. 

p. Well, let me ask you this. Did you associate v/ith 
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1 him in the years 1945 , 1946 , 1947 ? 

2 A. I never associated with him, definitely, 

3 Q. Did you ever hear of him during those years when he 

4 would be in Chicago? 

5 A. I don*t think so. The only way I would see him was 

6 I would run into him in a restaurant or some\;here and that is 

7 how. I had nothing, no association with him whatever of any 

8 kind or anything, as far as that goes. 

9 Q. Mr, Patrick, you are regarded as a person v;ho would 

10 have knowledge of some of the, what we v/ould describe as 

11 having knowledge of the criminal element during those years, 

12 1946, 1947, you vrere kno^>no to have some associates who could 

13 be defined or categorized as being part of Chicago's ’’organized 

14 crime” scene during those years. Is that true? 

15 A. Well, I knew them like I knew people who weren't, 

16 you know. 

17 Q. I understand, 

18 A. I can't tell you I didn't know them. 

19 Q. O.K. 

20 A. I knew everybody, when you come do\>na to it. Mot 

21 everybody, but, you know, like here in town, 

22 Q. Well, from your knowledge of the organized crime 

23 scene in Chicago in 1946, 1947, did you know then that Jack 

24 kuby was in any way affiliated or associated with any indi- 

25 vidua Is who we would say would be part of the criminal element? 
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A. VJgII, you see, I was away from 1933 to 1940, you j 

kPiOVv . 

■1). Yes, And where were you for those years? 

A. I was in Michigan City, Indiana. 

Q. That was for a bank robbery conviction? 

A. Yes. I come out March 11, 1940. 

Q. And that was a federal institution, federal 

penitentiary? 

A. Mo , a s tate . 

Q. A state institution, O.K. 

In 1946, 1947, did you liave--vv7as Jack Ruby a part 
of the, what we would call organized crime that you know of? 

A, I will tell you the way it is. I don^t think he 
ever was. I know he had something to do with it from what 
I hear, I don^t know if he had it then. It was some kind of 
a union or something, iron or junk, something, I don't know 
if he was with anybody who was. I don't know. I think he 
v;as with a fellow by the name of Dor ff man or somebody, the 
old man or something. Then, I think, from when I reflect, I 
think he wasn't there long. Th± is when he left, as far as 
I know, you know, to go away, I never seen much of him, 

Q. \vhen you. say he left, what do you mean? 

A. I think that is when he went to Texas, I don't know. 

Q. To Dallas? 

A. Yes, that is all I know. 
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Cl. Do you know if he went to Dallas as a part of any 
organized activity? In other words, that he was part of an 
organization that sent hicn to Dallas? 

A. The way I see it, and you never know for sure, but 
I would say no. From what I could see, I would say no. I 
don*t think so. You know you don't really know anything. 

I would say no. He just went there and opened a nightclub, 

I think, 

0 , Did you ever visit P.uby in Dallas? 

A. No. I have never been to Dallas. 

Q. FJhen did you — would you describe for us the extent 
of your contacts with Jack Ruby as an adult? In other words, 

you said you knew him as a young man. 

A. I never had no kind of a business or anything with 

him or any talk about anything. My partner knew him. He 

died about four or five years ago. 

Q. And who was your partner? 

A. Davey Yaris. He talked to him, too, you know. 

He knew him as a friend, too, more than I did. Do you under- 
s tand ? 

Q. Yaris, did he grow up in the same neighborhood with 

you? 

A. Yaris was from the Northwest side, like Highland, 
1200 North. Tnat gives you an idea. 

'3, You are saying that Yaris knew Ruby? 
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1 A. Well, he knew him. He knew him better. He used to 

2 go to fights years back before I come out, I really never 

3 seen much of him. WTienever I seen him, how are you, hello, 

4 you know, but I never had any kind of business or dealings with 

5 him, nothing. 

6 Q. Is it your testimony, then, that you never went to 

7 Dallas? 

8 A. No, definitely not, 

9 Q. Did you ever see Ruby^hen he visited his family in 

10 Chicago? 

11 A. I don^t recall. I haven H seen much of him, I told 

12 you this. If I did, I would tell you. There is nothing there, 

13 No, I never had nothing to do with him in any kind of business. 

14 If I seen him, hello, how are you, that^s all. I never had 

15 nothing to do with him. 

16 Q. O.K. You said that you heard that Ruby was active 

17 in an iron and junk union? 

18 A. They have that. I don’t know if it was in the 1940 *s 

19 or in the 1930 's. In the 30 's, I didn’t pay no attention to 

20 it. It might have been part of the 40’s too.' 

21 Q. In the 30 ’s you were in the state penitentiary? 

22 A. Yes, so I say, I was there seven years, 

23 0. So you have no direct firsthand knowledge of Ruby’s 

24 activities during those years? 

25 A. No, The only thing I know is what I seen in the 
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paper. I never paid attention to this junk or v/hatever he was 
doing. It wasn^t no concern of mine either way if he was making 
a living or what he was doing. 

Q,. 0,I\, Did you ever hear of an individual by the name 

of Leon Cooke? He was killed, he was murdered, 

A. I heard the name. I don’t know if I knew him or not. 

I don't think so. I might have met him somewheres, but I don't 
recall, I heard the name, 

Q. He was killed. Let's not classify it as murder, but 
I know he was killed, 

A. I recall seeing something, I am not sure, in the 
paper, 

Q. O.K. You mentioned that Jack Ruby was friendly with 
Dave Yaris or knew him? 

A. Yes, he knew him. 

And he knew him during the 1930 's? 

A. Well, I don't know if he knew him during the 1930 's. 

I was away and I didn't meet Davey until 1944. 

'5- I'm sorry, 

A. I am just saying, 

Q, I mi spoke, 

A. I ain't got nothing to tie him to him. 

Q. Do you know how Ruby got to know Yaris? 

A. I don't really know, 'iaybe the fights. I don't even 

know, to tell you the truth. He just knew him, you know, I 
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knew him. He went to the same school I did, 

V. ITKo did? 

A. Ruby did. I think I did. 

R. IThat would be the last time you can remember that you 
ever had contact with Ruby? 

A. l-Zhat I can recollect, I could be wrong, but like I 
told them 12, 15 years ago-- 

0. (Interrupting) That is v;hen you were interviewed by 
the FBI? 

A. Yes. I told them then that I hadn’t seen the man, 

I could be wrong, but in maybe 10, 15 years. I never had nothin! 
with him, I never had nothing at all. 

1). Did you ever hear of an individual by the name of 
"Zockie the bookie," Zookie Zudcerman? 

A. He was on the vJest Side. 

0. He apparently was murdered? 

A. Yes. 

0. Do you know anything about that? 

A. No, I don't know. He was around there for years. 

I was a kid, maybe 10 years old, maybe a little more. He had 
a place on--he’s run it for years. 

R. Did you knov;, getting back to Jack Ruby, his family, 
did you really know Jack Ruby other than when you were in 
grammar school with him? 

A. I didn't go to school with him, I think he v;as, like 
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I say, a little older than me. I know we vent to the sane 
s::hool . 

Was that Sheppard Grammer School? 

A. Yes, a few blocks from where he lived and I lived. 

It was on San Francisco, He lived on Sacramento. I lived on 
V.T:iimple, the next block from him, 

Q. klien did you first learn that Jack Ruby shot Oswald? 
When and how? 

A. I think I was in Florida then, I had a motel on the 
golf course and I had the television on, 

0,. Where abouts in Florida? 

A. I don^t know if that is when Kennedy got shot or 
he done it. I am not sure now. When did this happen, 1963? 

^ Yes. 

A. It was either one, either Kennedy getting shot or 
him doing it, I am not sure now when it was. I was over at 
the golf course there. I was eating in the restaurant right 
there and they had a news flash and I was watching. I am not 
sure if that is when Kennedy got assassinated or when he shot 
Oswald, 

Q. Did you know in the middle 1940 *s whether- -the 
allegations were or are that during that time that you played 
a prominent role in the bookmaking operation in Chicago in a 
certain area of Chicago, the West Side. 

A. No, I don’t know. 
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Le:: me say this. It is safe to say that you knew 
a lot about vhat was going on in the bookmaking area during 
those years? 

A. Yes, I knew. It's old. You knew. '' don^t want no 
la^>7>''ers, you und^erstand, I have got nothing to hide. I don’t 
want to look observed in this. 

Q. Sure. Let me ask you this. Going on your knowledge 
of that activity during those years, was Jack Ruby involved? 
No, no, not in the bookmaking. 

You can say that with some authority? 

Definitely, He had nothing to do with it. He had 
D do around there, that I know. 

Did he ever attempt to get in on bookmaking activi- 

Not that I know^. Not around there, anyhow. 

O.K, Did it ever come that Ruby was attempting to 
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No, not me. 

How" about someone else, do you have any idea? 

No, I really don’t, to tell you the truth, I don’t 


You say around there, what area are we talking about?] 
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1 A. That is the ^’est Side, 12th and Kenzie and 

2 Roosevelt, Independence, all around there. It is a little 

3 strip maybe 10, 12 blocks. You have got Roosevelt, 16th 

4 Street. It was a whole big ward, you know. 

5 Q. Do you know if Ruby knew Abe Zuckerman? 

6 A. He might have known him just to say hello or something 

7 just from around there, everyone knew him. 

8 Q. Did Zuckerman grov; up in the same area as you? 

9 A. Zookie was from the West Side, yes. They probably 

10 all played some time or other there . 

11 Q. Do you know an individual by the name of In^7in 

12 Weiner? 

13 A. I know Irwin Weiner, yes. 

14 Q. How do you know him? 

15 A. From the West ^ide, he is from there. 

16 Q* He grew up there? 

17 A. Yes, he grew up on the West Side, 

18 Q. Did you maintain contact with him when you became an 

19 adult? 

20 A, No, I never had nothing to do with him as far as any 

21 business or anything, I knew him, I run into him now, hello, 

22 how are you, glad to see you, all that, that^s all, I never 

23 had no business with him, definitely not, 

24 Q. Do you know if Ruby, Jack Ruby knew In^/in? 

25 A. Chances are he did, I would say so. They were all 
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neighbors. Everyone knew everyone, 

Q. During the last four months leading up to the time 
when President Kennedy was assassinated, Jack Ruby was having 
some problems, he was having a dispute with a ]±)or union known 
as the American Guild of Variety Artists, AGVA. Were you avrare 
of that dispute? 

A. No. I had nothing to do with it. lly partner might 
have. I don’t know if he talked with him or what he done. I 
didn’t know nothing about it. 

Q. Do you recall whether Jack Ruby ever telephoned you 
during 1963? 

A. Ha had no reason to telephone me, not me. He might 
have talked to my partner, I don’t know, I couldn’t tell you. 

Q. \^ha.t kind of business were you and he in at that 

time ? 

A. Well, it was — 1963, I don’t remember then. It might 

have been a little action with the gambling on my part. It 
probably was then. That is about it, I can’t think of nothing 
else. That is about all, 

Q, Do you recall Jack Ruby telephoning you in those 
years? 

A. I don’t believe he ever telephoned me. He might 
have telephoned him. That is possible. He was closer to him 
than me. He used to be a little friendly with him. The only 
thing, whenever I would say hello, how are you, that’s it. I 
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had never had no business with him. 


Q- 

Have you ever been to 

Cuba? 

A. 

I was there once , 


Q- 

Ivhen was that?. 


A. 

1952 , 1953, something 

like that, I was there one day. 

Q. 

Where did you fly to. 

Havana? 

A. 

I think so. 


Q. 

From Miami? 


A. 

Yes, 


Q. 

When was the last time you were in Miami? 

A. 

Miami? The last time 

I was in Miami was three, four 


years ago, maybe about four, 

Q. Do you know whether Jack Ruby ever went to Cuba? 

A, I don’t really know. He might have been there, but 
I don’t really know, I had nothing with him. That is 
definitely. 

Q. I asked you before, but let me do it again Just to 
make sure we have it down on the record, when was the last 
time and under what circumstances did you meet with Jack Ruby? 

A. I never had no meeting with him. 

Q. You met him, had any business dealings, 

A. I would say definitely not, never had no business 
with him at all, I Just knew him when I would run into him, 
hello, how are you. I was never that triendly With him. Hello, 
how are you, how is everybody. I don’t think I would recognize 
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his brother now, I haven ^t seen hirr in so many years, I 
definitely had no business with him at no time, 

0. Mr. Patrick, I am finished with your questions, I 
think it is safe to assume this is probably going to be the 
last time that anyone is ever going to ask you a question about 
Jack Ruby. So at this time I am giving you the opportunity 
to add anything . 

K. The only thing I can say, when I seen him do that, I 
was surprised as hell. My own way of thinking, I 'would say 
that he had nothing to do with anything, as far as I knew the 
guy, and everybody would tell you the same thing that knew 
him, I think he just done that there on the spur of the moment 
and wanted to be a hero or something, I don’t know what he 
wanted to be, but I think he had no business doing what he 
done, we know that, I was shocked to see him do it. I said 
what the hell is this business. There is always a doubt why 
he done it, what was he doing there, we know there is always a 
doubt. As far as me, I would say definitely, as far as I know, 
I woUd say I don’t think he had anything to do with anything. 
That is my way of thinking. Knowing him, he never v/as a man 
that was vicious anyhow as far as a muscle man, whatever you 
call it, 

Q. How do you know that? 

A. V7ell, you really don’t know. He liked to fight and 
everything, but I don*t think that he was ever, as far as I 
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know, well, you never really know anything as far as that 
goes, I*ve never been around him that much. 

Q. When did you observe him fighting? I assume you 
mean prize fighting. 

A. He used to go to fights. We used to have fights 
there. 

Q. When was this? 

A. Well, in the ’40’s there were fights at the Miracle 
Gardens, I am pretty sure, \^en I came out, I used to go on 
Monday night. He probably was there. I think he was there. 
Everybody used to go there. That had that open air or whatever 
it was on Broadway and some streat there in Chicago, 

Q. When you first learned that Jack Ruby had shot Lee 
Harvey Oswald, did you know, did you recognize, did you know 
who the Jack Ruby was? 

A. Yes, yes. Everyone knew that, everybody. He knew 
everybody around, as far as that goes* He was well liked by 
everybody. He never was, as far as I could see, he never was 
a fellow to go around and be a bully or want to be a tough guy, 
as far as I know. Like I say, I haven’t seen much of him over 
the years, 

Q. Other than to say hello, your testimony is that you 
knew him as a kid, you spent seven years in a Michigan jail, 
you came out and sav; him during the early 1940 *s, 

A. I might have, I am not even sure of that. 
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Q. We knov7 he moved to Dallas in 1946, 1947, did you 
have any conversation with him other than to say hello? 

A. I might have run into him a time or two in the 
restaurant or somewhere but I never had no meeting with him to 
go eat or anything like that. Nothing personal with him, noth- 
ing at all, I can say that definitely, never had no business 
with him. WTiat my partner had, he was friendly with him, maybe 
he talked to him on the phone. I don’t know. I myself never 
had nothing with him, 

0. You do know, then, that your partner,- Dave Yaris, 
knev; him? 

A. Oh, he knew him. He was more friendly than I was 
with him, as far as that goes. 

0. ^Jhen you say your partner, how were you and Dave 
Yaris partners? 

A. Well, we were in businesses way back and way back 
we had a tavern or something. 

Q. Would it be accurate to say you were partners both 
in, as you say, a tavern, a legitimate business, and illegitimati 
at the same time? 

A. Yes, something like that. 

Q. You say Dave knew Jack better than you? 

A. He was more friendly with him, as far as that goes, 
sure. I knew him, but I never had nothing personal with him. 

0. Do you know whether Dave Yaris saw him during the year: 
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1 

leading up to 1963 when Jack was living and working in Dallas? 

2 

A. I couldn’t really tell you, to tell you the truth. 

3 

I don’t know if he seen him or ever went do\^m there or not. 

4 

I don’t really know. I couldn’t say for sure, but as fe.r as 

S 

I can recall. You know, he lived his life, I lived mine. He 

6 

went here and there. I-Jhen. I went away, I went to Florida, 

7 

California, Arizona a few times. I never run around the 

8 

country, I had no reason to. I didn’t care about it. He used 

9 

to go here and there. Everyone is different. 

10 

MR. MC DONALD: Well, I have no further questions. 

11 

THE WITNESS: VThat I told you is the way it was. 

12 

You are not going to catch me in nothing because there is 

13 

nothing to hide. I never was in Dallas, I never was personal 

14 

with any kind of business. As fer as I know, I am positive 

15 ' 

that he never called me. That is all I can say. 

16 

MR. MC DONALD: One last question. 

17 

BY MR. MC DONALD: 

18 

0. Through your contacts and knowledge of different 

19 

people, have you ever heard any scuttlebut, gossip, over the 

20 

years that somehow Jack Ruby, that the Oswald killing was what 

21 

we would call a mob hit? 

22 

You are shaking your head no? 

23 

A. I would say no. They wouldn’t have nothing to do 

24 

with nothing like that there. Definitely not. 

25 

Q. And why do you say that? 
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A. I don't knov;. They v?ouldn’t stick their nose out 
like that. IThat are they going to get? 

kTiat about the assassination of President Kennedy? 

Was the mob ever, in your opinion-- 

A. (Interrupting) In my opinion, I don't think they are 
crazy, I know I wouldn't, I wouldn't have nothing to do with 
nothing like that or any public official or anybody. It is 
silly. They know that. They wouldn't do that. They would have 
no reason to do that there, as far as I know. You know, you 
never know anything. If they were, they weren't going to tell 
me nothing, I would say definitely not. 

Q. Say, using a hypothetical, if they did, do you think 
that, using the term loosely, the mob could keep that kind of 
hit a secret all these years without someone talking, without 
someone bragging about it? 

A. I would say they definitely had nothing to do with 

that. 

Q. I understand that, but if they did, assuming that 
they did, do you think they could keep it a secret this long 
without somebody talking, without someone bragging to somebody, 
some girlfriend? 

A. You never know. I would say definitely they would 
not do nothing lile that. Him, knowing him the way he is, which 
you never really know, I would say there was nothing with him 
and Oswald or anybody. There will always be a doubt because he 
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killed the guy that could have really told you something. You- 
know that. That’s the whole thing. Knowing him, when I seen, 
that, I said this guy was crazy or something, unless someone, 
edged him on up there, I don’t know, 

MR. MC DONALD: O.K., Mr. Patrick. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. I didn’t need no lawyer 

because I was going to tell you the way it was. I have nothing 
to hide. 

MR. MC DONALD: Well, you have done that. 

THE WITNESS: I don’t need no la\^er. I don’t want 

to see no more lawyers . 

MR, MC DONALD: I can understand that. 

With that, this deposition is concluded. 

Thank you very mtch. 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. 
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United States of America, ^ 

Citv of Chicago, ) ss. 

( 

State of Illinois, ) 

I, Carl B. Sussman, ''lagistrate Judge, United States 
District Court, do certify that, pursuant to notice, there | 

came before me, in Room 1610, Everett ^!cKinley Dirksen Building, , 
219 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois, Leonard Patrick, 
v/ho was by me duly sworn to testify the whole truth of his 
kno’'7ledge touching the matter in investigation aforesaid, that 
he was examined and his examination at the time reduced to 
direct recording by Patrick Deveney and that such examination 

has been correctly transcribed and is fully and accurately : 

I 

set forth in the 23 preceding pages; that the deposition is a 
true record of the testimony given by the witness; that said 

I 

deposition was taken on the day, between the hours and at the * 
place in that behalf aforesaid. 

I do further certify that I am not counsel, attorney, ■ 
or relative of either party, or clerk or stenographer of either 
party or of the attorney of either party, or otherwise in- 
terested in the event of this matter. 

IN WITNESS WIEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this 
day of 1978, 

I 

! 


25 


Magistrate Judge 
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CERTIFI_CATE 

I, Patrick Deveney, do hereby certify that the proceedings 
set forth in the deposition of Leonard Patrick in the 23 pre- 
ceding pages took place on the date as first hereinbefore set 
forth, in Chicago, Illinois, and that this is a full and correct 
transcript of my recorded notes taken of said deposition. 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
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XII. Kalph Paul 

(1270) During the intensive examination of Jack Ruby’s background 
following the shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald, the name of one 
individual arose more often than any other: Ralph Paul. Paul was 
consistently recognized as Ruby’s associate or business partner, and 
Paul stated that he was Ruby’s closest friend. Ruby once wrote, 

‘‘Ralph Paul knows more about me than anyone.” 

Biographical Summary 

(1271) It is known that Paul was an immigrant from Russia, having 
come to New York in 1901 or 1902 with his father. He had been born 
in Kiev on December 17, 1899. Paul’s mother came to the United 
States in 1907 or 1908. Paul had two brothers and one sister who had 
always resided in New York. {2066) 

(1272) Paul was married in 1920 and fathered two daughters. This 
marriage ended in a divorce in 1932, (^^^7) and Paul never remarried 
(although he was a close companion of Tammi True in the 1960’s and 
allegedly lived with her at times). (^6^^^ ) His former wife was inter- 
viewed by the FBI and described Paul as hard working and a good 
provider. (^^^) 

(1273) Paul worked with his father at a fruit market and owned 
his own market (Ralph’s Fruit Exchange) for 20 years at a site in 
the Bronx. His father died in 1945, and at the end of 1947 Paul moved 
to the Dallas area. {2070) 

(1274) For many years, including 1963, Paul lived in a lower level 
room in the home of his one-time partner, Bert Bowman. (^077) Paul 
stated in 1964 that he was living with friends on Copeland Road in 
Arlington at that time, while waiting for a new house to be built at 
1602 Browning Drive. {2072) 

Association With Ruby 

(1275) Ruby and Paul spoke to each other every day, either by 
telephone at Paul’s commercial enterprise (The Bull-Pen Drive-In), 
or when Paul visited the Carousel, which he did at least every Tues- 
day and Friday. (^^?7J) On a business level. Ruby was constantly 
indebted to Paul for loans to operate his nightclubs, and Paul held a 
half interest in the Carousel until early 1964. {207 1^) 

(1276) Their relationship began in 1948 when Ruby came up and 
introduced himself to Paul, (^6>75) who was operating a bar called 
the Sky Club at the time. Several years later, this friendship took on 
new dimensions when Paul loaned Ruby and another individual (Mar- 
tin Gimpel) $2,000, which was supposedly only needed as front money 
and was to be repaid the next day. (^(?7^) This did not turn out to be 
the case, and shortly thereafter this loan was increased to $3,700, with 
Paul accepting a note on the Silver Spur as partial collateral for the 
indebtedness. (^6>77) This was the first of a number of loans from Paul 
to Ruby, loans which were never fully repaid and which eventually 
may have totaled $15,000. {2078) 

(1277) Paul reportedly loaned Ruby $2,500 to start the Vegas Club, 
again accepting a note on the Q\v\y,{2079) There was another $2,200 
loan to help the Sovereign Club through hard times, which led Paul 
to force Ruby to change the Sovereign from a private club to a 
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burlesque house, which became the Carousel. Eva Grant once 

said that “Paul must have put in a forame (in the Carousel), but he 
ain't telling.” 

(1278) There is also an indication that Paul loaned Ruby a larger 
sum of money (allegedly $15,000 to $17,000) to assist Ruby when he 
was having problems with the Internal Revenue Ser\ice. (2082) Thei-e 
is no indication that any of these loans were made for reasons other 
than friendship. (^^55) 

( 1279) As stated earlier. Ruby was never able to reduce fully his out- 
standing debt to Paul. Paul told the FBI that Ruby had never repaid 
any money he loaned Ruby or the Carousel. {2084) Andrew Armstrong, 
Ruby’s assistant at the Carousel, told the committee that Paul was 
supposed to get the cash (approximately $3,000) which Ruby had on 
his person and in his car when he was arrested following the Oswald 
shooting. Since the money was impounded, Armstrong gave Paul 
the cash that he had been given by Ruby several days earlier (from 
the club receipts) to pay the Carousel’s h\W,{2085) 

(1280) Ruby did give Paul 500 shares in the Carousel or, more 
specifically, in the S & R Corporation. This corporation was formed 
in February 1960, with Paul as its registered agent. (^<5^) The cor- 
poration issued 1,000 shares of stock, so Paul had a half interest in 
it when he received his 500 shares. (Paul was never able to ascertain 
who held the remaining 500 shares.) 

(1281) After the Oswald shooting, Paul immediately assumed the 
day-to-day management of the Carousel, since Ruby was incarcerated 
and Paul wished to protect his “investment.” (^6^57) Paul changed 
the club’s name to the “Big D Copa”(^6^5) to lessen imfavomble 
publicity and attention, and attempted to keep it economically viable, 
but it was a losing battle. Business was very poor, the club lost its 
beer license, (^6^5) and Paul stated that he was too old to run two 
businesses. (2090) After 2t/^ months, he relinquished management and 
turned his 500 shares over to Eva Grant, without asking for return 
consideration. {2091 ) 

(1282) The other business Paul was referring to was The Bull-Pen, 
a drive-in eating establishment located in Arlington, Texas. (^6^^) 
It was an apparently successful venture (^6^^J) which Paul bought 
in 1960 with Bert Bowman, In January 1963, Paul bought out Bow- 
man and became the sole owner. {2094) 

(1283) Before The Bull-Pen, Paul was involved in a number of less 
successful commercial endeavors. In 1947, shortly after arriving in 
the Dallas area from New York, Paul bought the Skv Club with Joe 
Bonds and Dale Belmont. (^^PJ) Paul got out of the Sky Club 1 year 
later and opened the Blue Bonnet Hotel, which lasted until 1953. 

S This was followed by the Miramar Restaurant, with Chris T. 

as co-owner. (^P7) In 1957, Semos bought Paul out, after a 
dispute concerning Paul’s allegedly rude treatment of patrons. (^6^P^) 
Paul then operated an ice cream parlor with Sam Ruby, but this 
only lasted 3 or 4 months. (^^P^) For the next 9 months, Paul 
helped Jack Ruby at the Vegas C\\xh,{2100) The Bull-Pen came next. 
(1284) The last personal contact between Ruby and Paul before the 
Oswald shooting occurred on Thursday night, November 21, 1963, 
when Paul went to the Carousel, and Ruby and he then went to the 
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Egyptian Lounge for dinner, then back to the Carousel. On 

Friday and Saturday, Ruby made a number of telephone calls to Paul, 
although the exact number is in doubt. 

(1285) Paul’s Warren Commission and other testimony are some- 
what confusing and occasionally contradictory concerning these calls. 
The first came shortly after the assassination, when Ruby wanted to 
know if Paul heard the tragic news. Several hours later, Ruby 

called Paul to state that he was closing the Carousel for the weekend 
and Paul should do the same with The Bull-Pen. Paul declined, say- 
ing that he had an eating place rather than a burlesque o\\\h,{2103) 
At approximately 6 p.m,, Paul stated that Ruby called to let Paul 
know he would be attending synagogue services that evening. Paul 
was not interested in accompanying Ruby. (^76^4) Paul also mentioned 
another call at about 8 :40 p.m. that evening. {2105) 

(1286) On Saturday, November 23, there was an afternoon call 
{2106) and another in the early evening. (^7t?7) There were several 
calls Saturday evening, including a controversial call to The Bull-Pen, 
which was partially overheard by one Bull-Pen employee, Wanda 
Helmick. She told the FBI that Paul had said he had a date with 
Tammi True (Nancy Powell), one of the Carousel dancers, that eve- 
ning. (^i6^) Then she heard Paul ask Ruby if he was ‘‘crazy” or per- 
haps “have you lost your mind?”(^ift9) Helmick also recalled some- 
thing being said about a g\m,{2110) She stated Paul spoke of this on 
Sunday, November 24, and mentioned something about a gun at that 
time.(^7ii) 

(1287) Obviously, if it were true, this information would be crucial 
in determining Ruby’s intent that weekend. All other Bull-Pen em- 
ployees on duty that evening were interviewed; none could corrobo- 
late Helmick ’s statements, (iii^) When questioned by the Warren 
Commission, Paul never mentioned a call from Ruby to The Bull-Pen 
on Saturday night, although he admitted receiving a call on Saturday. 
{2113) In a November 24, 1963, FBI interview, Paul stated that his 
last contact with Ruby was a call at 3 p.m. on Saturday. { 2114 ) 

(1288) Telephone records, however, indicate a 9-minute call from 
Ruby to The Bull-Pen at 10:44 p.m. (^775) In a September 1, 1964, 
FBI interview, Paul admitted the “crazy” remark (thereby implicitly 
adnaitting a Saturday night call to The Bull-Pen) , and explained it by 
stating that it referred to the closing of Ruby’s club rather than to 
Ruby himself or any plans he may have had. (^77^) Paul remained 
certain that he had never made a statement a, bout Ruby’s gun to 
anybody. (^777) 

( 1289 ) Shortly after receiving this call at The Bull-Pen, Paul said he 
went home, leaving word that he felt ill. (^77^) This information was 
given to Ruby when he again called The Bull-Pen, and Ruby’s next 
call was to Paul’s home; Paul said it was at 10 or 10:30 p.m.(^77^^) 
Apparently Ruby wanted Paul to go somewhere with him, but Paul 
refused. (^7^t?) Another call came at approximately 11:30 p.m., with 
Paul saying that Rubv was at Eva Grant’s apartment. By this time, 
Paul was annoved. telling Ruby that he was not feeling well and not to 
call again. (^7^7) The telephone records differ in some respects from 
Paul’s memory and show a 1-minute call from the Carousel to The Bull- 
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Pen at 11 :18 p.m., an identical 2-minute call at 11 :36 p.in,, and a 
1-minute call from the Carousel to Paul’s home at 11 :4:7 p.m.(^i^^) 

( 1290) On Sunday, November 24, Paul was at The Bull-Pen when he 
received the news of Oswald’s shooting; {2123) it made him visibly 
upset and shaken. (^7^^) He called Ruby’s apartment, getting no an- 
swer, (^7^5) and then called Tom Howard, an attorney who had repre- 
sented both men in the past. Howard said that he would see what he 
could do.(^i^^) Paul then drove with John Jackson, the manager of 
The Bull-Pen, and Tammi True, into Dallas, first stopping at the 
police station, where Paul tried unsuccessfully to see Ruby. (^7^) 
The trio then went to Tom Howard’s oflSce nearoy and waitched televi- 
sion until 3 p.m. {2128) 

(1291 ) Paul, Jackson, and True then returned to Arlington and split 
up. By this time, Paul was somewhat frightened, having heard that 
Ruby’s roommate, George Senator, had been arrested and that the 
police and the FBI were looking for him (Paul) . He took shelter in a 
motion picture theater for 90 minutes to avoid the press and the 
police, (^7^^) then went to Jackson’s home, and then to the home of 
Jackson’s sister. (^7J^?) Finally, Jackson persuaded Paul to allow FBI 
agents to interview him. Paul stated that he knew nothing about Ruby’s 
plans for the Oswald shooting. {2131 ) 

(1292) Paul continued to take an active role in Ruby’s legal defense, 
attending defense meetings and giving at least one check for the pay- 
ment of defense investigators, (l7J^) although Paul denied making 
any payment for Ruby’s defense. {2133) Paul also visited Ruby several 
times in prison. {2134) 

(1293) These visits were probably Paul’s only trips to a prison. 
There is no evidence that he had a criminal record, nor is there evidence 
that he had any connections to organized crime, or any political or law- 
enforcement connections. 

xiii, George Senator 


Biographical Summary 

(1294) George Senator was born to Abraham and Anna Senator 
on September 4, 1913, at Gloversville, N.Y. He had two brothers — 
Jake, living in Gloversville, and Sam, living in Rochester — and three 
married sisters, Frieda, Pearl, and Lena, all in New York City. His 
formal education ended with his graduation from grammar school at 
Gloversville in June 1929. He went to New York City and worked in 
a hat factory, for Western Union and in the wholesale silk industry, 
and was unemployed at times. 

(1295) Senator developed lung trouble around 1932 and returned 
to Gloversville for about 1 year, part of which time he worked for his 
brother Jake, who operated a small restaurant. He returned to New 
York City and again worked in the silk industry. About 1934, Senator 
left New York with Ike Heilberum and the Sebrin^ family for Flori- 
da. He worked in Miami at various resorts as a kitchen worker. Be- 
tween 1934 and 1941 he lived and worked in both New York City 
and Miami. (^7J5) 

(1296) On August 21, 1941, he entered the Army Air Force and 
was assigned serial number 12,006,042. He served mainly as an aerial 
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armorei‘ with the 5th Bomber Command, 33d Group, in Australia and 
in the Pacific theater during World War \\,{21S6) He was honorably 
discharged from the Army at Fort Dix, N.J., on September 9, 1945, 
with the rank of sergeant. (^/^7) 

(1297) In elanuary 1946, Senator married Shirley Baren of the 
Bronx. A son, Robert, was born October 6, 1947. He was divorced in 
1956 in Dallas. His former wife later married Milton Wechsler.(^7^5) 
(1298) Senator is described as 5'7i^", 192 lbs, with brown eyes, 
brown-grey hair, dark complexion, mole on the left cheek, and an 
appendectomy sc2iV,{2139) 

Stateinents hy Senator 

(1299) Senator was interviewed on several occasions by the FBI and 
Secret Service regarding his association with Ruby and certain aspects 
of Ruby’s life. He was the first defense witness called at Ruby’s habeus 
corpus and bail hearing on December 23, 1963, and testified as a defense 
witness at Ruby’s trial. On April 21, 1963, Senator testified before 
the Warren Commission. 

(1300) In their interviews of Senator, the FBI and Secret Service 
focused on the sequence of events from the time Kennedy was assassi- 
nated to when Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald. The first statements by 
Senator were vague and disjointed. When asked about this by the 
Warren Commission, Senator replied that he had been under a great 
deal of stress and was not thinking clearly.* 

(1301) The only ommission by the agencies and the Warren Com- 
mission concerns Ruby associates. This area was not addressed at all, 
except with respect to organized crime associates in Chicago. 

( 1302) From the various interviews, et cetera, it was learned that Sen- 
ator had worked from the time he was in his early teens at various fac- 
tory and restaurant jobs. Among his employers were a silk wholesaler, 
the Times Square Cafeteria and the Admiral Hotel, all in New York, 
and the Astor Hotel in Miami. (211fi) 

(1303) After the war. Senator and his friend, Heilberum, bought a 
luncheonette, Denise Foods, at 254 West 35th Street, New York City, 
In 1947, after about a year and a half, they went bankrupt. (^7-^7) 
He returned to Miami and worked as a lunch counterman for 2 years. 
He then became a dress salesman for the Rhea Manufacturing Co. of 
Milwaukee for about 9 months. (^7^) For the next 10 years, he sold 
dresses for Smoler Brothers of Chicago, moving to Dallas for that 
company about May 1954. He traveled considerably out of Dallas as a 
clothing salesman until about 1959-60. He then worked at odd jobs 
and in sales of various lines, including novelties for the Volume Sales 
Co. of Dallas. He worked for Jack Ruby at the Carousel Club from 
March through August 1962, and at various other short periods since. 
In 1964, Senator was a salesman of color postcards for Dexter Press, 
West Nyack, N. Y. {2m) 

(1304) Social Security records indicate that Senator did not report 
income from July 1958 through December 1961. In 1962, they indicate 
that he was employed by the Volume Sales Co. and the Merchandise 
Mart of Dallas. (^7 JJ) Senator, in testimony before the Warren Com- 


•The chronology of events, as stated in the different interviews, is discussed in detail 
under the Ruby section of this profile. 
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mission, had described his activities during the 1958-^1 period as: 
working again for Rhea Manufacturing, traveling with a friend, 
George Hamrik, doing odd jobs and cooking, et cetera, for Ronnie 
Unger and Kenny (last name unknown) while living with them. 

(1305) Senator had no criminal record, although he was arrested 
once about 1960 or 1961 by the Dallas police for drunkenness; he was 
held for 4 hours, fined $15, and released. (^/-^) There were no files 
on Senator at the Federal agencies, other than those associated with 
Jack Ruby. There was no indication of Senator being associated with 
criminals or persons associated with criminal activities. Senator ap- 

E eared to be a law-abiding citizen with a rather lengthy string of 
ad luck. . 

( 1306) Senator claimed that he had not met, known, or made friends 
with any professional gamblers. He did not gamble himself, other 
than at infrequent at-home poker games or when he was in the 
service. (^/^7) 

(1307) There was no indication that Senator had any associations 
with organized crime, either business or social. A committee consultant 
who reviewed FBI files on telephone recordings of Senator said there 
was no indication of a relationship between Senator and any criminal 
element. 

(1308) Senator had moved to Dallas about May 15, 1954. He told the 
FBI he had first met Jack Ruby about 1955. He believed this was at 
the time Ruby was assisting in the operation of the Vegas Club, Rulw 
was only a casual acquaintance until about March or April 1962. He 
would see him only infrequently when he happened to meet him in the 
business area of Dallas or at a restaurant or nightclub. On those occa- 
sions, he would talk to him for only a short period of time. 

(1309) About March or April 1962, Senator was out of work and 
about out of funds. Ruby invited him to stay at his apartment, which 
was located on South Marsalis. Senator resided with Ruby for approxi- 
mately 5 or 6 months. In return for his room and board. Senator 
assisted Ruby in the operation of the Carousel Club by acting as 
cashier or taking tickets at the door. About August or September 1962, 
Senator began operating the Texas Post Card Co. and moved to the 
Grandbury Apartments, located on Maple Street. Senator continued 
to help out at the Carousel Club on weekends and special 
occasions. (^/4^) 

(1310) This statement to the FBI contradicted a prior statement. 
During an interview on November 24, 1963, Senator claimed he had 
not lived with Ruby until November 1, 1963, although he stated that he 
occasionally was low on funds and would be asked by Ruby to come 
and stay a day or two until he got back on his feet.(^I^) The FBI 
report of December 20 was consistent with testimony given by Senator 
during Ruby’s trial and the Warren Commission. 

(1311) During November 1962, Senator moved into apartment 206, 
at 223 South Ewing, with Stanton Corbat, a buyer for Thitake’s De- 
partment Store. He told Ruby about the new apartment, and Ruby 
moved into apartment 207 at the end of November. {2150) 

(1312) About August 1963, Corbat got married and left Senator 
with all the rent to pay. He was unable to handle it by himself. At 
the invitation of Ruby, he moved into apartment 207 about the first 
week in November 1963. {2151) 
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(1313) Senator stated that Ruby was a big-hearted man who helped 
many people who were down on their luck. He said Ruby was very 
emotional and that, although he did not appear to be very religious, 
took his faith very seriously, observing all the Orthodox Jewish 
holidays, and particularly the memorial services for the dead. Ruby 
was a clean-living man who did not smoke and rarely drank ; he had 
been concerned that Senator drank too much. Senator said Ruby re- 
garded himself as a Democrat, with no firm political convic- 

tions. He read the daily newspapers without fail, but did not seem 
to be interested in international affairs. He never discussed the Cuban 
missile crisis or the President. { 2153 ) 

(1314) Ruby liked people and had a strong desire to be liked; while 
he sometimes talked rough, he actually was gentle. Senator dis- 
counted reports that Ruby was a “street brawler” but said he could 
“handle himself” when necessary in his frequent role as bouncer at 
his club.(^i5J) During his testimony before the Warren Commission 
Senator described Ruby as a “man of temperament” and said he had 
a tendency to “fly off” the handle, but he would calm down just as 
quickly. In their arguments, Ruby always had to be right, Senator 
wrong. 

(1315) Senator was witness to one actual fight Ruby had. It occurred 
in the Burgundy Room of the Adolphus Hotel with a man named Don 
Saber R. Tabin.(^i55) Senator was asked during Ruby’s trial 
whether it was true that Ruby only picked on small men and women 
who were drunk and beat them up. Senator responded that Ruby 
had no fear of a person’s size.(^i55) He contended that Ruby would 
probably not fight brutally. { 2157 ) 

(1316) Senator had heard rumors since “the trouble” that Ruby 
was a homosexual and believed such ideas cast a reflection on him 
since he had lived with Ruby. Senator said he could assure anyone 
that Ruby was not a homosexual and had a normal man’s interest in 
women. (^iJ5) 

(1317) During the period of his acquaintance with Ruby, Senator 
had no indication of Ruby’s violating the law in any way, such as 
handling narcotics, allowing employees to practice prostitution, or 
fencing stolen articles. Ruby operated a very strict business and would 
allow no disturbances. Senator claimed Ruby’s place of business 
was checked very closely by the Dallas police department every 
night. (^iJP) 

(1318) Ruby always carried at least $2,000 or $3,000 in ^h with 
him to and from his place of business. He had this money in a sack. 
On each trip he would take a revolver and place it in the bag on top 
of the money. 'When questioned by the Warren Commission 

about Ruby’s banking habits Senator replied that “Ruby’s bank was 
his pO(»kets.”(^f^i) 

(1319) Senator advised that during the period he lived next door to 
and with Ruby, he recalled only one out-of-town trip Ruby made, 
when he flew to New York City to talk to officials of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists (AGVA). Ruby was having trouble with 
his competitors over AGVA requirements and did not believe his 
competitors were following the rules. He said he felt strongly this 
was hurting his business. Senator believed that on this trip, Ruby 
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took a dog to Candy Barr in Houston, prior to flying on to New York, 
To the best of Senator’s knowledge, Kuby made the trip alone and 
was gone for 3 or 4 days. {2162) 

(1320) Senator had no information to indicate that Ruby had con- 
nections with the hoodlum element in Chicago, 111. Ruby confided to 
Senator that he grew up in a very tough neighborhood, but Senator 
saw no evidence of associations between Ruby and Chicago hood- 
lums, 

(1321) In addition to running his clubs, Ruby became involved in 
the promotion of a twist board. Prior to November 22, 1963, he would 
get up about 8 or 9 a.m. each day and visit various department stores 
in an effort to promote this article, (^i^^) 

(1322) The primary area of questioning of Senator by the FBI, 
Secret Service, Warren Commission and counsel during Ruby’s trial 
concerned the sequence of events between November 22, 1963 and 
November 24, 1963. Senator was not consistent in his answers. In 
his first statements, made on November 24, Senator was extremely 
vague regarding the events of the 2 previous days. Figure 1, which 
follows, shows his various statements and discrepancies. 

(1323) Figure 1 : Chart of statements and their inconsistencies. 
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xiv. James Robert Todd 
Biogra'phical Suvvmm'y 

(1324) Todd was born on December 10, 1919, in Groesbeck, Tex. 
{2165) He held a variety of occupations. He worked approximately 2 
years at Sue's Used Car Lot in Dallas as a salesman, During 

World War II he was employed by North American Aviation. (^1^7) 
In 1978, he was president of Todd Oil Co. and J. R. Todd Oil and 
Investment Co. {2168) He was residing in Dallas, Tex. 

Illegal acthnties 

(1325) Todd had an extensive arrest record, but nothing since 1954. 
{2169) He had been arrested and convicted for a variety of offenses in- 
cluding burglary, transporting explosives, and murder. (^776^) 

(1326) It has been alleged that Todd was a well-known Dallas safe- 
cracker (^77i) and known thief and associate of Dallas bookmak- 
ers. (^i7^) In his deposition, Todd did admit knowing two Dallas 
booWakers, John Eli Stone and Albert Meadows. (^I7J) He has also 
been associated with Dallas criminal figures such as Lois Green, Jettie 
Bass, Nick Cascio and R. D. Matthews. {217 k) 

(1327) Todd told the committee that deLois Green was a “personal 
friend" whom he had known since approximately 1939.(^775) When 
asked about the deLois Green gang, Todd stated that “gang” was not 
the proper word to describe Green and his associates. (^775) Todd de- 
scribed them as “just a bunch of fellows that were friends.” (^777) 
Later in his deposition, when questioned by his attorney, Todd indi- 
cated he was not aware of any association or organization known as 
the deLois Green gang. (^77^) 

Association VI It It. Organized Crime 

(1328) Todd admitted in his deposition to the committee that he was 
casually acquainted with Sam and Joe Campisi, Joseph C vello and Joe 
lanni, alleged organized crime members in Dallas. (^775) He also 
stated that he only knew the Campisis and the lanni family through 
their restaurant businesses. (^7^t?) 

Treatment hy the Warren Commisswn 

(1329) After the notation “Jack, DA8-2635” was discovered in Jack 
Ruby's automobile, the FBI conducted a brief interview of Todd. 
{2181) A few miscellaneous references to Todd have been found in 
other FBI reports in Jack Ruby’s FBI file. 

(1330) Todd did not testify before the Warren Commission, and 
he was not interviewed by its staff. 

Relationship With Rvhy 

(1331) When Todd was interviewed by the FBI, he stated he was 
first introduced to Ruby in the Vegas Club 10 or 12 years earlier. ( 2182) 
He explained that the Vegas Club was next door to the B & B Restau- 
rant which he visited frequently. (^7 5J) Todd stated he had only been 
in the Vegas Club two or three times and had visited the Carousel Club 
one or two times. {218Jf) 

(1332) Todd had often seen Ruby in the B and B Restaurant. (^755) 
Describing his relationship to Ruby as “very limited,” Todd stated 
“he has never had any social connections with Ruby and he has no 
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idea of Ruby s activities, who his associates are, or any of his business 
dealings.’’ (^7^6“) He could not recall when he had la<^t seen Ruby. 
{2817) He did admit, however, that the phone number found in Ruby’s 
car. DA 8-2635, was his home telephone number. (^75^) 

(1333) Two FBI reports also linked Ruby to Todd. An FBI report 
describing an incident in 1953 when Ruby vras in the AGVA offices 
arguing with Vincent I^ee, the AGVA representative, states that Lee 
said Ruby, Joe Bonds and Todd, “together with other hoodlums and 
safecrackers,’' usually “hung around’' Sue’s Used Car Lot, 3400 Live 
Oak, Dallas, Tex.(^7<§P) FBI Agent Charles Flynn, aftei a contact 
with Ruby on March 11, 1959, listed Todd as an associate of 
Rubv.(^7.96>) 

(1334) When Todd was deposed by the committee, he could not re- 
call being interviewed by the FBI, even after being read the FBI re- 
port of the interview, (^i^i) He stated, “To my knowledge, this is the 
first time I have ever been asked anything about it ... I don’t recall 
anybody ever asking me about Jack Ruby.” (^7, 9^) Todd also claimed 
his phone number was not DA 8-2635, but was DA 8- 2634. (^7^/J) 
Later, however, Todd stated he had no idea why his phone number 
appeared in Jack’s car, and he could not recall Ruby ever calling him. 

{2m) ^ 

( 1335) When asked when he first met Ruby, Todd stated it was when 
Ruby operated the Silver Spur. (^7PJ) Todd said that “in all proba- 
bility” he knew Ruby in 1946 and 1947. (^751^) 

(1336) Todd was also questioned about Sue’s Used Car I ot. He in- 
formed the committee that he had l>een employed as a salesman at the 
car lot for approximately 2 year-5. (;2797) He indicated that as far as 
he knew, Sue's Used Car Lot was nothing more than a used-car lot. 
{2198 ) He did not recall seeing Ruby there. {2199) 

(1337) When asked to describe his relationship to Ruby, T<xid 
stated : 

To straighten the record out, I never said that I knew Ruby 
other than just by if he walked down the street, I would 
recognize him or Jack Ruby, if he walked in that door, I 
would recognize him as Jack Ruby, and that’s \t,{2200) 

(1338) Later, when questioned by his attorney, Todd stated thftt he 
was never a guest at Ruby’s home or Ruby a guest at his {2201) 
He had no business association with Ruby and did not kn^w of any 
of Ruby’s activities other than that of being a club manager, (^^(y^) 
(1339) Todd did have some common associates with Ruby — he ad- 
mitted knowing Janies Dolan, R. D. Matthews, and Lewh-' J. 
Me Willie. (f^^d^J) 

(1340) Deposition before the House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations. 
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2 Whereupon , 

3 J, R, TODD 

4 * was duly sworn and testified as follows : 

5 MR. MCDONALD: C70od norning. My r. dme is 


6 

7 

3 


James McDonald, 

MR. BIESEL: Mr. M'.'Donald, I am Jerr*/ 

Biesel. On the record, I would like to say that 3,t is 


now 

MR. MCDONALD: Excuse ne, Mr. Biesel, just 

let me get through some preliminaries. 

MR. BIESEL: Okay. Then I want to put alJ 

this on the record. 
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MR. McDonald A11 right. My name i? 

James McDonald, vve are present in the Federal Courthouse! 

i 

in Dallas, Texas, to take the Deposition of James Robert i 
Todd. Present this morning are Mr. Todd and his attorney^ 
Jerry Biesel . j 

I 

I have been designated pursuant to House Fesolution j 
222 and Committee Rule Four as a designated coinsel and j 
power to take statements under oath, and the witness has | 

I 

been previously sworn by Bobbie Oaskill, the Courtroom | 

1 

Deputy for U.S. District Court Judge William Inglor, Jr, | 
MR. BIESEL: I think you have get that * 

wrong, there is no such Judge. William Taylor. i 
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■:R. MCDONALD: Taylor. 

MR, BIESEL: William Taylor, Jr. 

MR. MCDONALD; Thank you. 

MR. BIESEL; I am Jerry Biesel. I am Mr. 
Todd's attorney, and I would like the record to reflect 
that it is now 11:40, I mean, 10:48, that this Deposition 
was set at approximately 9:30, and at approximately twent/" 
minutes to ten, Mr, Todd appeared on the scene with his 
attorney, and that we have spent the better part of the 
last hour and ten minutes attempting to get Mr. Todd 
sworn . 


Mr. Todd and myself, along with the 
Court Reporter, went to the Federal Courtis own fifteen, 
trying to find a Court Reporter, none were available, 
and then we went to the U.S. Magistrate# Judge Malloy, 
to his office, to ask him to swear this witness. Judge 
Malloy — We talked to the clerk for Judge Malloy, who 
then went into Judge Malloy's office and several minutes 
later. Judge Malloy came to the clerk's desk and told 
us that he would refuse to swear the witness or any 
subsequent witnesses, and that they had decided without 
saying who they are that they would not get involved in 
this situation. 


MR. MCDONALD: Mr. Biesel, we appreciate 

your comment, and this committee regrets the attitude 
demonstrated by the U.S. Magistrates here in this Distric 


t 
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and we regret the inconvenience to you and your client | 
as well as to this Court Reporter and myself, because we 
also have things to do. And we don't like running around 
courthouses to get witnesses sworn. And we wish the 
Magistrate in this District would show a little more 
courtesy to the Congress of the United States. And it's 
a situation that we regret as much as you do. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. MCDONALD: 

Q Mr. Todd, would you please state for the record your full 
name? 

A J.R. Todd. 

Q And your current address? 

A 6116 North Central Expressway, Dallas, Texas. 

Q And is that your home or business? 

A That's my business. 

Q Okay. Would you please give us your home address? 

A I don't care about giving my home address. 

Q I'm sorry. 

A Why do I have to give my home address? 

Q Just for the complete record. 

A The 6116 will reach me anytime. 

Q All right. And what is the name of the business that 
you occupy at that address? 

A Todd Oil Company. 
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Okay, And the phone number there is? 

369-6585. 

Area code 214? 

Correct, 

Mr. Todd, the statement that you are about to give to us 
this morning is being given to us voluntarily; is that 
correct? 

As far as I am concerned it is voluntary, yeah. 

In other words, you're not under subpoena at this time? 
That's correct. 

Okay. As you know, you do have the right to have your 
attorney present, which he is sitting to your right? 
Correct. 

And you and your counsel have been given a copy of 
Committee Rules and House Resolution 222 , 433 and 760, 
and you have both had a chance to peruse them? is that 
correct? 

We looked at Rule Four, but I don't know about 760. 

Well, this is the blue packet that I passed out. And I 
directed your attention to Rule Four; is that correct? 
Correct . 

And which your counsel read aloud to you a few minutes 
ago? 

Correct. 

Okay. Themk you. Mr. Todd, as you note, the entire 
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Deposition is being recorded, and when we have a transcript 
we will forward a copy to you and -- Well, to you and 
your attorney to check it for typographical and grammatical 
errors . 

All right. 

That will be done in the near future. 

Okay. Mr, Todd, what is the nature of your business, 
Todd Oil Company? 

I drill wells and operate wells. 

Uh-huh. And how many employees do you have? 

I only have one employee. 

Okay. Is it also known as Todd Investment Company? 

J.R. Todd Oil and Investment Company is another separate 
entity . 

Okay. And would you please describe that for us? 

Well, I drill wells and operate wells under that name. 

Okay. And how many employees do you have under that 
company? 

Just one. 

Okay. Do you contract out? 

Contract everything out. 

I see. Okay. And how long have you had this business? 
Since back in the 40 's. 

And has it been at the same address? 

No, at one time I was at 1022 National Bankers Life 
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Building. i 

Here in Dallas? 

Yes, sir. 

Okay, Do you have any partners in this — Do you have | 
partners in these businesses? 

No, sir. 

You are the sole proprietor? 

My children and myself are, yes. 

And who are your children? 

I 

What does that got to do with this? j 

Well, we're trying to get just a background and j 

identifying information just for our complete understand-* 

ing of , 

! 

My oil company doesn’t have anything to do with what we i 

i 

are talking about. | 

Well, it would just be helpful for us to know | 

I 

MR. BIESEL: Counsel, I think this goes j 

I 

outside the purview of this investigation, and Mr. Todd 
doesn't feel like, you know, getting xuto his private 

! 

life. He's volunteered to give any information he might j 
have that would be relevant to this investigation, but 

i 

as to his private life he doesn't feel like any j 

I 

investigation of his private life is warranted. j 

MR. MCDONALD: All right. Well, we are 

not investigating his private life, but I will respect 
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his wishes at this point. 

(Mr. McDonald) Your answer then to the question was that 
your children occupy sonLe place of responsibility in your 

company, either partners or 

Ownership . 

Ownership. Okay. And just a couple of more personal 

questions, if I might. What's your date of birth? i 

December the tenth. « 

Yes, what year? ' 

I 

I 

1919. i 

Okay. And where were you born? 

Groesbeck, Texas. 

And you are presently married? I 

i 

Yes . ! 

And what is your wife's name? 

Ann. j 

I 

Ann. Dkay. Mr. Todd, as you know, you have voluntarily | 
come here this morning to assist this committee in its ! 
investigation of the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

And in that regard, we are going to be asking you some » 

question r that pertain to an individual by the name of 

I 

Jack Rubv . i 

! 

One further identifying bit of information. Are you! 
the same Jack Todd, James Robert Todd, that was interviewed 
by the F.B.I. in 1963 shortly after the assassination of j 
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John F. Kennedy? 1 

i 

No , sir. 

You are not the same one? 

No, sir. i 

Were you ever interviewed by the F.B.I. after the | 

assassination? I 

t 

Not to my knowledge. I 

I 

Not to your knowledge or not — Did you ever live at j 

2438 Oats Drive? 

I sure did. 

Okay. And you don’t recall being interviewed? 

No, sir. 

How good is your memory? 

Fairly good. 

All right. You don't recall being interviewed on 
approximately December sixteenth, 1963, by Agent Tom E. 
Chapoton, C-H-A-P-O-T-O-N? 

In regards to what? 

In regards to Jack Ruby and the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy? 

I don't remember, no. 

I will say this, we have a record that you were interviewed 
on that day. 

I have 

You don't recall? 
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No, sir. 

Okay . 

MR. BIESEL: Now, as Mr. Todc's attorney, 

if yoa have a copy of that record nere, 1 would ^^ke to 
see it in order to have my client refresh his memcry, 
because that's fifteen years ago, you know. 

MR. MCDONALD: I understand. I am not at 

liberty to give you a copy of it because it's part of the 
under documents that are not subject to disclosure 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. Its still 
under an exception in the National Archives, hut 
a<^cording to the document that I am reading, it's an 
F.B.i. 302. I don't know if you are familiar with that 
term, it’s an interview form of the P.B.I. You were 
interviewed on December sixteenth, 19 C3, in Dallas, ar.l 
the person interviewed was James Robert Todd at 2438 
Oats Drive, Dallas, regarding a notation that was found 
in Jack Ruby's car that said, "Jack," and then a phone 
number, "DA8-26 3 5," which w'as your phone number at the 
time, that’s how they came to you? 

No, that wasn't my nurrLber. 

(Mr, McDonald) Let me just say this: This was the 

phone number and they at that time, fifteen years ago, 
traced it to you, and that's how the F.B.I, came to 
interview you? 



1001 


1 


A 


3 

J 


6 g 


9 

10 


A 


'.4 


5 


’!9| 

W 


‘ it 

r 

23 i 

24 , 



Well, if he cdme to interview me, I don't remember it. | 

And that telephone n’lmber is almost it, but that wasn't ! 

i 

t 

rhe right number , 

I 

wha*- was your number 3t that time? 

Davis P-2634 . As best I recall it, it was Davis 8-2^3-^. • 

Okay. Well | 

I 

35 could have been something to Jack, I have no idea. | 

Mr. Todd, at that time, fifteen years ago, this is Lhe | 

number trey found and they traced it to you, and you were ^ 
j nterviewed? 

I don’t remember. 

I 

MR. MCDONALD: You can make a note also , 

present during this Deposition is Committee Investigator | 
Albert Maxwell. 

Mr. Maxwell, we are ..n the process of trying to 
refresh Mr, Todd's memory. 1 am looking at an r.13.1, 

302, you may help us, you have interviewed Mr. Todd ^ 

before; is that correct? 

MR. MAXWELL; Yes, uh-huh. j 

MR, MCDONALD: According to the F.B.I. j 

I 

interview, Mr. Todd was interviewed back in December of j 
1963, and he was located because a number was found in | 

Jack Ruby's car with the notation, "Jack, DA8-2635," and i 

i 

that's how the F.B.I. ultimately ended up talking to Mr. j 
Todd. You're aware of those facts? ! 
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MR. MAXWELL: Yes. 

MR. MCDONALD; Okay. Mr. Tcdd is having 
a problem remembering it. 

THE WITNESS: I don't 

MR. BIESEL; Let me ask you a question, 
Counselor, let me interrupt you. 

You talk about these facts as if they’re, you know, 
true. It's my understanding, though, that the only thing 
you have is no personal knowledge, you are looking at 
some report that purports to say that these facts are 
true, so let the record reflect that these statements 
that these are facts, that's just a supposition on your 
part, and you keep referring to these facts, those are 
just some facts that are reported on an instrument that 
you have that someone else quoted. 

MR. MCDONALD: Let me say this: I started 

this whole line of questioning out merely as an 
identifying bit of information which Mr. Todd now has 
forgotten. 

THE WITNESS: I don't recall. 

Q (Mr. McDonald) You don't recall ever being talked to by 
the F.B.I. after the assassination of President Kennedy? 

A To my knowledge, this is the first time I have ever been 
asked anything about it. 
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Have you ever been talked to before, excluding Mr. Maxwel]|, 

I 

regarding Jack Ruby by any official of the Federal 
Government? 

I don't recall it, no. 

You don't recall. So, what you are saying is then after 
the — You don't recall, or you were or you weren't, yes 
or no? 

I don't recall. 

MR. BIESEL: He says he doesn't recall it. 

His memory says that he was not, but, you know, it's 
fifteen years ago again, and, you know, it didn't have 
any significance if he was, I assume, is that true, Mr. 

! 

Todd? j 

THE WITNESS; I don't recall anybody ever 
asking me about Jack Ruby. 

(Mr. McDonald) I am just saying that we deal with a lot 

of people involved with this case 

Yes. 

and I would say that I find it hard to believe that 

you don't remember that within two weeks after the 
assassination that an F.B.I. Agent — I can believe you 
might not remember the substance, but that an F.B.I. 

Agent came either to your business or home and interviewed 
you regarding Jack Ruby, the assassin of the assassin of 


the President? 
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MR. BIESEL: You see. Counsel, that's 

because you're assuming that that report is accurate. 

MR. .MCDONALD: Yes, I am assuming that it 

accurate . 

MR. BIESEL: Okay. Then let's assume 

this witness is under oath and just testified that he 
does not recall that, and does not believe that occurred 
and let's assume that 

MR. .MCDONALD: I am assuming he's being 

evasive . 

MR. BIESEL: Yes, you are assuming he's 

being evasive, and he's not being evasive. He's being a 
candid with you as he could possibly be, because it has 

no significance. What pcssible significance 

MCDONALD: That's for us to determine 

and not for Mr. Todd to determine. X wanted to just 
identify him as the same Mr. Todd, and we have reason to 
believe than ve knew that he is o.ne same Mr. Todd t.hao 

was interviewed by 

MR. BIESEL: You do not know that. 

MR . MCDONALD : Yes , we do , Mr . Biesel . 

MR. BIESEL: You don't know that at all. You 

have got a report that you're referring to there. He is 
Mr. Todd, and he lived on Oats Drive, he will admit 
that, but he does not recall a meeting with an F.B.I. 



Agent concerning the Ruby assassination of Oswald. 

MR. MCDONALD: Okay. You made your point. 

MR. BIESEL: Okay. 

(Mr. McDonald) Okay. Mr. Todd, have you ever heard of 
the Lois Green gang? 

Yes, sir. 

Could you give us — How do you know about the Lois Green 
gang? 

The terminology, "gang", is just something that was 
dreamed up by a bunch of folks. 

Okay. 

Lois Green was my personal friend. 

Uh-huh. When did you first meet Mr. Green? 

About '39. 

1939? 

Yes. 

And you're saying the term, "gang", doesn't fit? 

(shakes head) 

How would you describe Lois Green? Am I pronouncing it 
correct? 

Right, correct. 

And we will call them associates or whatever. How would 
you describe the group? 

Just a bunch of guys. 

A bunch of guys? A bunch of guys doing what? 
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Just like us sitting right here, a bunch of guys. 

Uh-buh. Who were they? Do you recall any of the people 
that were members of this group? 

You have reference to a gang, but see, no gang ... it 
has never been established in my mind as a gang. There's 
a bunch of fellows that were friends, and what relation 
one of them made to the other, I have no knowledge of 
that. 

I think they're called a gang and they're considered by, 

I would say, law enforcement as a gang, as a group of 
individuals that were operating either in or on the 
fringes of the criminal element in Dallas in 1939 or 
whenever during the years in question. Do you recall 
who were part of this group? What people were involved? 
If you tell me their names, I might know them, but I 
don't know who they were. 

Well^— 

I might know a lot of individuals, but whether they were 
a member of the gang, I never did see their badge. 

Did you know an individual by the name of Benny Binion, 
B-I-N-I-O-N? 

I know the name, yes, sir. 

How do you know the name? 

You can pick up the newspaper and see that, but I know 
him as a person casually. 
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Uh-huh. When did you first meet him? 

Probably back in the '40's. 

And what did you read about him in the newspapers? 
Occasionally, you pick up the newspaper and read something, 
I don’t recall what you read. 

Uh-huh. Well, generally speaking, what kind of news 
reports were being written about him? 

That he was going to Vegas. 

They would print that in the newspaper, someone travelling 
to Vegas? 

I don't recall. You would have to look at the print to 
see what was in there. I don't recall what was printed 
in 1940. 

So , in other words , he was known as a geunbler? 

Yes. 

And he was written up in various newspaper articles? 

I don't know that to be a fact, but I would think that 
would be the assumption. 

Okay. Do you know an individual by the naune of Joe 
Campisi? 

I know Joe Campisi . 

When did you first meet him? 

Probably in the *40*s. 

Okay. How about his brother Sam? 

I knew his brother, Sam. 


f 



1008 


2 

A 

3 


d 

Q 

5 


6 

A 

7 

Q 

a 

, A 

9 


1C 


n 

Q 

12 

■' A 

13 



}. 

14 

[ 

VS 

!: Q 


1, 

16 

A 


jl 

17 

1 ^ 

18 

. A 

19 

i: Q 

20 

3 ^ 


j 

21 

Q 

22 

A 


i| 

23 

Q 

24 

A 

1 

25 

Q 


ii 


Okay, And how did you come to meet them? 

Their daddy had a restaurant, and it later turned into a 
club, and it was a place where everybody went. 

Uh-huh. And what was the nature of your relationship 
with the Campisi's? 

Just go there and eat. 

With them? 

Not necessarily. I would go in there, you know, like any 
other restaurant. He was the owner, and I would go in 
there and sit down and eat. 

What was the name of the restaurant? 

I don't recall. They had one over on Central years ago, 
and they had one over on Knox Street, and then they have 
got the one they have got now. 

Which is the one they have now? 

I believe, it’s called The Egyptian. 

And do you recall — And which street is the Egyptian on? 
I believe, it's on Mockingbird. 

How about Joe Civello, Joseph Civello? 

I met Joe Civello, yes, very casually. 

And where? 

I don't have any idea. 

When did you meet him? 

Probably in the '40*s. 

And you're saying that your relationship with him was 
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casual? 

Very casual. 

What do you mean by, "very casual"? 

L*ke I met Mr. Maxwell, here, I would kn^w hi.-^ again if I 
saw him again. I would know he * Mr. Maxwell, that would 
be casual. 

Okay. How about Johnny Grizzaffi, G-R-I-C-Z-A-F-F-I? 
Yeah, I know Johnny. 

How do you know him? 

Very casual. 

What do you mean by, "very casual"? 

I'd know him if he walked in this room. 

Okay. When is the last time yoj saw him? 

Probably ten, twelve, fifteen years ago. 

Is he alive today? 

I have no idea. 

Did you have any business relationship with him? 

No. 

Joe lanni? 

Yeadi, I knew Joe. 

I-A-N-N-I? 

Yeah, I know Joe, 

And what's your relationship with him? 

He had a restaurant and I would go in there ana eat. 

What was the name of his restaurant? 
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Isn’t he related to you by marriage? 

Pardon? 

Is he related to you by marriage? 

No , my son is married to his daughter . 

Okay. That’s correct. Are these individuals that we 
have just named, are they considered — have they been 
termed in the press and by law enforcement circles as j 
"Organized Crime", in the Dallas area? 

I wouldn't have any idea. 

You have never seen that? When you spoke of reading 
about Benny Binion in the newspaper, have you seen it in I 

I 

that context? 

i 

MR. BIESEL: Counsel, I think that’s too 

vague a question for my client to be supposing about how 
these people have been characterized by newspaper account^. 

MR. MCDONALD: Well, I'm asking if he’s 1 

j 

aware. | 

MR. BIESEL: I don't think that's a proper 

question because, you know, he might read it, he might 
give it some credence, might be a New York City nut, I 
don't think that's a proper question, and I will instruct 
him not to answer that question. 

(Mr. McDonald) Okay. Mr. Todd, in this committee's j 

inquiry into Jack Ruby, and as you know, the reason why j 
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you have been asked to come here this morning is because j 
we feel you can help us and give us some insight into 
Jack Ruby, the person. 

In part of our overall investigation, not 
only this committee, but other people who have been 
looking at the Kennedy assassination have looked at Jack 
Ruby, one of the areas that they have focused on, was 
what is called or has been termed, "The Organized Crime 
move into Dallas in '47 and '48, in the various writings o 
the people that have reviewed the Kennedy assassination ajid 
have written in books that you can buy in a bookstore, 
this is an area that they talk about, "The Organized 
Crime" move into Dallas, Texas, in '46 and '47. So, we'rs 
hoping that perhaps you can give us some information in tfiat 
area. 

Namely, do you know a person by the name o 
Paul Roland Jones? 

I did at one time. 

Okay. When did you meet him? 

Back in the *40 's. 

Uh-huh. Do you know specifically when in the '40's? 

I have no idea. 

Well, would it have been in *46, '47 area? 

It could have been. I am not for sure. 

And what was the nature of your relationship with him? 

MR. BIESEL: Let me interrupt you a minutel. 
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Counsel. VJe are going back in some fifteen years prior 
to Kennedy's assassination, at the time Kennedy was a 1 
teenager, a long time prior to Ruby ever being in Dallas, | 
as far as I know. 

MR. MCDONALD: Ruby was in Dallas at that 

time in ' 46- ' 47 . 

MR. BIESEL: Well, I appreciate it, and I ^ 

want you to ask any questions that you feel is relevant, 
but if we could tie it a little closer to Mr. Ruby, you 
know, I want this tied down to Mr. Ruby. 

MR. MCDONALD: I understand. 

MR. BIESEL: This is getting far afield 

talking about '46 and '47, because we haven't even 
indicated at that time that Mr. Todd was acquainted with 
Mr . Ruby . 

MR. McDCN.ALD : I appreciate your comments, 

and we will be oyi.tg it into Ruby . This is a background ^ 
area that we have to cover regardi.ng Mr. Ruby. He was 
present in Dallas, Ruby was, at this time, and as I tried; 
to give ycu in my preface remarks that this is the reason; 
for these questions dealing in a time span fifteen years 
prior to the assassination. 

Q (Mr. McDonald) So, Mr. Todd, I ask you, what was the 
nature of your relationship with Paul Rcland Jones? 

A No relationship with him at all. 
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You knew him? 

Yeah. 

How did you know him? 

Somebody introduced me to him. 

And how often did you have an occasion to socially or 
whatever meet with him? 

It was so vague, I wouldn't remember, probably three 
times or four times forever. 

Do you know whether Jack Ruby knew Paul Roland Jones? 

I have no idea. 

Okay. How about an individual by the name of Paul 
Labriola, also known as — He had a nickname of Needle 
Nose, do you know him? 

Not to my knowledge. 

Well, have you ever heard of the person? 

I think he asked me one time if I knew him, but I don^t 
know him. 

You don't? 

I wouldn't know him if he walked in the door. 

You would not? Okay. Danny Lardino? 

No, sir. 

You don't know him? 

No, sir. 

Have you ever heard of the name? 

No, sir. 
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Marcus Lipsky ? 

Vo . 

L-I'-P-S-K-Y . James Weinberg? 
rjo , 

You're raying no, you never heard of them? You do not 
now them or you have never heard of ';hem? 

T have never heard of them. 

.Never heard of them, which means you don't know them? 
That' s right. 

Okay. Pat Manning or Pat Manno, M-A-N-N-0? 

Not to my knowledge. 

VJell, in other words 

That name doesn’t do nothing for me. 

Jack Knapp, also known as Romeo Natti? 

That name seems familiar, but I don't know. I have no 
idea. 

How about George Butler? 

I know George. 

How do you know George? 

He's a policeman here, 

A policeman here in Dallas? And how did you come to 
know him? 

I don't know. 

Pardon? 

I have no idea how I come to know him. 
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You don't remember the first time you met him? 

No, sir. 

How many times did you have contact with him? 

I wouldn't have any idea. 

Uh-huh. What was the nature of your contact with him? 

I have no idea what that would be. He was a policeman, 
he was probedsly doing his job. 

Is it possible that Butler was one of the -- You have a 
number of arrests during that time period, '41 through 
*54, could it — Is it possible that Butler was one of 
the arresting officers on any one of the arrests that you 
had during that time span? 

In probability, it could be, I have no idea. If they 
arrest you, they arrest you, I don't take their numbers 
and badges. 

Do you know whether — To your knowledge, do you know if 
Jack Ruby knew George Butler or had any dealings with 
him? 

I wouldn't have any way of knowing it. 

Okay. How about Steve Guthrie? 

Steve Guthrie was a Sheriff here. 

Did you know him? 

Yes. 

Did you know him personally as opposed to knowing who he 
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have personal contacts with him? 

Just when he arrested me, that’s all the contacts I ever 
had. 

Did he personally arrest you? 

Yes . I 

And what did he arrest you for? I 

Probably vagrancy. ! 

I 

Can you recall what year? I 

I 

Whenever he was elected Sheriff, I don’t know what year j 
he was elected. ! 

j 

Okay. Do you know if Ruby, Jack Ruby, had any involvemenij: 

with Steve Guthrie? * 

I 

I have no idea. i 

Okay. Mr, Todd, do you know an individual by the najne | 
of James Henry Dolan ? 

I met Jim Dolan , yes. 

When did you first meet Jim Dolan ? 

Probably in the '50's. 

Okay. And what was the nature of your meeting with him? 

No nature, somebody introduced me. 

At a restaurant? 

i 

I have no idea of whether it was at a restaurant. j 

Could we say — To your knowledge, was Dolan associated j 

with Lois Green? I 

1 

I 

I wouldn't have any way of knowing. I 
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Why wouldn’t you have any way of knowing? ! 

I never asked Lois if he. knew him, | 

I 

Well, do you know if he was in fact, whether Lois told j 

i 

you or not, did you know that or did you have any inkling 
that Dolan' was part of that group? 

I wouldn't have any way of knowing. 

Well, so your answer then is you did not know or he was? I 

i 

I don't know. | 

\ 

How well did you know Dolan ? j 

Very very casual. | 

t 

And what do you mean by, "very very casual"? j 

I probably in my lifetime have ever seen him over four 

I 

times or five. j 

1 

And what would be the circumstances when you saw him j 

four or five times? Would it be I 

I 

Pass him on the street. j 

Did you ever have any lengthy conversations with him? | 
It's according to how you classify lengthy. "How are you?" 
"How have you been?" "How's everything?" "Good to see 
you . " 

Uh-huh. And that's it? j 

(nods head) j 

Did you know what Dolan, did when he lived in Dallas? | 

I never asked him. 

Are you familiar with a place- called Sue's Car Lot? 
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Sue ' s? 

Yes . ; 

Yes. 

Okay. What is Sue's Car Lot? What is it and where is it; 
Sue's Car Lot doesn't exist any more. 

Okay. When did it exist? 

Oh, back in the '40 *s, I guess. 

And was Sue's Used Car Lot as the name would suggest, a 
used car lot? 

Pardon me? 

In other words, what was Sue's Car Lot? 

Sue's Car Lot was a car lot. 

That's what I asked, but it didn't come out that way. 

And where was that located? 

Over on Live Oak Street. 

In Dallas? 

Yes. 

How often did you go to Sue's Used Car Lot? 

I worked there. 

You worked there? As what? 

As a salesman. 

How long did you work there? 

I don’t know. Probably two years. A year and a half. 

Do you recall what years? 

No. 
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^ ij Q Well, was it early '40*s, during the war, after the war? 

7 i'i 

;j A I don’t remember. 

3 I Q Well, did it do a pretty good business? 

4 il A Yeah, I would say they did a fair business, yes. 

■i 

5 , Q Okay. Let's see if we can pin the time down. During 

6 World War II, were you in the Service? 

j| 

7 A No. 
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Do you recall whether you worked there in the early '40*s 
during World War II? 

I don’t recall. 

Well, do you remember what you did during the early '40*s 
Do you remember what you did during the war? 

I worked at North American. 

North American? 

Aviation. 

During the entire war years? 

I was working there in '41 when the war broke out. 

And how long did you work there? 

Quite awhile. 

Two, three years? 

Could have been. 

Okay. 

MR. BIESEL: Let me interrupt you just a 

minute. Counsel, in order to make this a little more 
definitive, if I might. Mr. Todd, while you were at 
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Sue's Used Car Lot, were you working under the name J.R. 
Todd? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. BIESEL: And did you have Social 

Security and withholding taxes? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I did. 

MR. BIESEL: Are those still available to 

the government, if they wanted? 

MR. MCDONALD: Well, I can answer that 

question, no, they are not. Social Security doesn't keep 
those kind of records, and I am just trying to pin it 
down as far as years. I'm not trying to get the exact 
dates, but I think, it's reasonable to think that we can 
perhaps just work our way to figure whether it was during 
— if it was not during World War II, we know it's between 
*45 and *50. Would that be a reasonable time frame to 
be talking about? 

(The Witness) It could have been, but I am not stating. 

I don't recall. You know, my guess would be as good as 
yours . 

(Mr. McDonald) Okay. During the time you worked at 
Sue's Car Lot, did Jack Ruby ever come there? 

If he did, I never saw him. 

Well, did you know him? Did you know Jack Ruby in 1946, 
1947? 
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In all probability, I did, yes. 

Do you recall him coming to Sue's Car Lot? 

I don't ever recall him coming to Sue's Car Lot. 

Did any other individuals come to the car lot? 

We was in business, there was a lot of people coming. 

Do you recall whether Ruby used to come there on a regulai’ 
basis, not just once or twice? 

I just told you I never saw him there in my life. 

Uh-huh. Okay. Mr. Todd, do you know an individual by 
the name of John Eli Stone? 

Yes, sir. 

Okay, How do you know him? 

Like you know Maxwell, 

Uh-huh. In other words, you know him casually? 

Yes. 

That's not like I know Maxwell, but like you know Maxwell'^ 
Yeah. 

) 

And how long have you known him? 

Since in the *40's. 

Okay. Do you still know him? 

I'd know if he walked in the door. 

When's the last time you saw him? 

Probably a year or so ago. 

Okay. Is he still engaged in bookmaking, do you know? 

I have no idea. 
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Okay. How about James Woodrow Stone, Jim Stone? 

Who? 

Stone, Jim Stone? 

You've lost me there. 

Okay. Albert Meadows? 

A1 Meadows? 

Yeah. 

Yeah, I know him. 

How long have you known him? | 

Since in the ' 40 ' s. j 

Do you still know him? 

Yes, sir. 

He is still alive? 

As far as I know. 

I 

When's the last time you saw him? 

Probably four, five months ago, six. 

Pardon? 

About four, five, six months ago. 

Okay. What business is he in? Is he a bookmaker? 

I don't think so, but I never asked him. 

Okay. How about the fellow I mentioned first, Stone? j 
Stone is known as a bookmaker? 

MR. BIESEL: I don't think it's proper for 

Mr. Todd to characterize these people as bookmakers or 
whatever, that's for the newspaper reporters and writers 



1023 


1 

7 



5 


!l A 


8 II 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
,21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


to characterize. I don't think it's proper for Mr. Todd 

to characterize anybody as a bookmaker or 

MR, MCDONALD : Well , Okay, That* s true. 

(Mr. McDonald) But do you know them as — these 

individuals as making book or involved in 

I don't knjw them like that either. 

Okay. Did J ick Ruby have any association with these 
individuals that we just mentioned? 

I wouldn't have any idea. 

In other words, yon were ne"er present with any of these 
individuals? 

Not to my knowledge . 

Well, I understand what you're saying when you say not 
to your knowledge , but 

I want you to understand that because, ycu know, if I 
saw Jack Ruby, I don't pay no attention if somebody's 
standing there next to him. Everybody on the street 
would know him from one end of Commerce Street to the 

other, but, I mean 

When did you first meet Jack Ruby? 

Best I remember it was over on Ervey Street, whenever he 
had the Silver Spur or whatever that place is called. 
When did you meet him? 

Whenever the record will show that he had the Silver 
Spur, Z don't krow. 
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That would be early 1950? 

I don ' t know. 

Well, would it be safe to assume that you first met Ruby 
sometime during, we'll say, the early '50's, late '40's? 
Have you known him that long? 

Whenever they had 3.2 beer here, that's all I know. 

When was that? 

I don't know. If I knew that, I would know what year it 
was . 

Do you recall where you first met him? 

I believe, the first time I ever met him w'as when he had 
the Silver Spur. 

Did he own a place called the Vegas Club? 

I heard rumors that he did, but I don't know that to be 
a fact. 

Okay. How did you come tc meet him at the Silver Spur? 

I would go in there like everybody else would. 

Uh-huh. Did you get to know him well? 

No, sir. 

How often would you have contact with him? 

If I went in the Silver Spur, I would see him and speak 
to him, if you call that contact. 

Did you ever back in the, we'll say, the early 50 's, do. 
you recall a restaurant called the B & B on Oaklawn 
Street? 
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1 •, sir. 

Did you used to frequent that? 

On occasions, yes, sir. 

Do you remember whether the Vegas Club was in the vicinit; 
of the B & B restaurant? 

About three doors down. 

Do you recall ever meeting Ruby in the Vegas Club? 

Meeting him in the Vegas Club? 

Uh-huh . 

If I went in the Vegas Club, and he was there, he would 
say, "Hello," that's about it, I never went there 
specifically to meet him, no. 

Did you ever go to the Carousal Club when Ruby owned the 

! 

Caroiisal Club? 

Where was the Carousal Club? 

MR. MCDONALD: Al, where was it? 

MR. MAXWELL: On Commerce. 

THE WITNESS: Here? 

MR. MAXWELL: Across from the Adolphus 

Hotel. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I have been in the 

Carousal . 

(Mr. McDonald) And did you see Ruby when you would 
frequent the Carousal? 

I didn't ever say that I frequented it. I said I have 
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been in the Carousal Club, and I have probably been in 
there three times in my life. 

Uh-huh. How about the Singapore Club? 

Where was that? 

MR. MAXWELL: I don't know. 

(Mr. McDonald) Somewhere in downtown Dallas? 

I don't recall it. 

Okay. Well, during the years that you knew Ruby, prior 
to 1963, how would you describe yocr relationship with him? 
To straighten the record out, I never said that I knew 
Ruby other than just by if he walked down the street, I 
would recognize him as Jack Ruby, and if he walked in 
that door, I would recognize him as Jack Ruby, and that's 
it. 

You're testifying that you never had any conversations 

with him beyond a casual 

Beyond a casual conversation, correct. 

What we're trying to determine is why — and I know we 
have started out the Deposition with the discussion, but 
the phone number of the name Jack that was found on a slip 
of paper in Ruby's car, it was your number, and so, the 
question is: Why would Jack Ruby have your name and 

number on a piece of paper in his car? 

I have no idea. 

Okay. You can think of no reason? 
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No reason whatsoever. 

Did he ever call you? Did Ruby ever telephone you? 

Not to my knowledge . 

Well, do you remember that he did? 

No, sir. 

Okay. But it's possible that he could have, you just 
don't remember? 

It's possible. 

MR. BIESEL: That question. Counselor, 

"Is it possible, Mr. Ruby," anything is possible. Mr, 
Todd would have no way of knowing. Mr. Todd would only 
know whether or not he talked to Mr. Ruby. 

(Mr, McDonald) Okay, And you don't recall talking to 
Mr. Ruby over the telephone? 

No, sir. 

And you can give us no reason why that slip of paper was 
found in Ruby's car? 

No, sir. 

And your testimony is that your relationship with Ruby 
was merely a casual hello? 

That's right. 

Okay. Did you know any of Ruby's relatives, his brother, 
Sam, Sam Ruby? 

Seemed like he was pointed out, but I don't think I ever 
met him. 
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How about Earl Ruby? 

Who? 

Earl, his brother, Earl Ruby? 

I don't know, 

Eva Grant? 

Eva Grant, if it's the one I am thinking of, used to take 
tickets at the club, but I don't know. 

At what club? 

The one out there on Oaklawn. 

The Vegas Club? 

Yeah. 

Eva Grant would 

I think that's true, yeah, 

I'm going to ask you these questions. Did you have any 
knowledge during 1959 that Jack Ruby took a trip to Cuba? 
Not to my knowledge. 

In other words, what you're saying is, you don't know? 

I wouldn't have any way of knowing. 

Do you know whether Jack Ruby was involved in the numbers 
I wouldn't have any way of knowing. 

Is there anyone that you think would know the answers to 
some of the questions I ajn asking you? 

No. 

In other words, any of your friends? Did you have at 
that time any friends who knew Ruby better than you did? 


f 
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Well, if they knew him at all, they would know him better 
than me. 

Did you know an individual by the name of Ralph Paul? 

Not to my knowledge. 

In other words, you don't remember him, if you did know 
him? 

That's right. 

How about George Senator? 

I know George Senator . 

How do you know him? 

I bought some clothes from him. 

Uh-huh. When is the last time you bought some clothes 
from him? 

A year or two. 

Uh-huh. How did George Senator come to sell you some 
clothes? I understand he sells clothes out of the back 
of his car? 

Correct. 

And how did you come to be in contact, with him? 

Just probably sitting down and he came in with some 
clothes, and I bought them. 

I see. Can you recall where you were? 

Not right offhand, no. 

When is the last time you saw him? 

Oh, probably four to six months ago. 
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Can you recall where you saw him? 

Greenville Avenue. 

Greenville Avenue here in Dallas? 

Uh-huh. 

At a specific spot, a restaurant or a bar or what? 

At a parking lot. 

Was he setting up shop, so to speak? 

He was getting in his car, 

\ + 

Getting in his car. How about R.'D. Mathews? 

I know Rl D . 

How do you know him? 

Casual. 

\ ^ 

When was the first time you met RlD. Mathews? 

Seems like it was right after the war. 

What kind of business was Mathews in? 

I never asked him. 

When you say, "casual", what do you mean by that? 
Just casual, how would you describe casual? 

Well, I'm asking you. 

I'm trying to get you to give me a little assistance 

here in describing it. 

^ ‘5 

How about iouis McWillie? 
t-. ^ 

Louis McWillie? 

Yes . 

I know - Lot t is McWillie. 
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What's the nature of your relationship with him? 

Very casual. 

Okay. And when's the last time you saw Mr. McWillie? 
Probably fifteen years ago, eighteen. 

How about Joe Sons? 

Yeah, I know Joe. 

Casual relationship? 

Very very casual. 

When's the last time you saw him? 

Probably '49. 

p 

Uh-huh. How about I>ifnnie Patrick? 

I don't believe so. 

Does the name sound familiar? 

No. 

Dave Yaras, Sam Yaras, Y-A-R-A-S? 

No. 

How about Johnny Patrono? 

Yeah, I know Johnny. 

How did you know him? 

Just kind of casual. 

Uh-huh. Where would you see him? 

See him at the lann's restaurant or Joe's re iaurant. 
Would you ever sit down and speak with him? 

Lots of times. 

What kind of conversation? What would you talk about? 



1032 


5 ■ 

6 ■ 

I 

I 

7 A 


9 . 

ij 

10 

11 ^ A 


12 


I 


14 A 

!1 


!i 


15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 |l Q 




22 

23 

24 

25 


Whether he was losing weight or gaining weight, or how 
he was feeling. ! 

i 

To your knowledge, during the ’60*s and '50*s, do you | 

I 

know whether it be by hearsay or direct personal knowledge, 

! 

or whatever, rumor, scuttlebutt, whether Jack Ruby was 

1 

an informant for the Dallas Police Department? ! 

I wouldn't have any way cf knowing. 

Well, I think you might have had, you know, just general ^ 
talk among the bar talk and stuff like tnat, just loose 
conversation, but had that ever come up to your knowledge? 

I 

Not to my knowledge, no. ' 

I mean, I think, you would have had a lot of casual 

j 

relationships that that might have come out in conversati<i>n? 
Not necessarily so. 

Okay. In an interview with .Mr. Maxwell, you mentioned 
that you had met Morgan Brown, I assume, you know Mr. 

Brown, Mr. Morgan Brown? 

They asked me if I knew Morgan Brown, I told them I had | 
met one casually, that's what I told you, it was in the | 
oil business, and they said that was the one in the same.j 

I 

Uh-huh. And when was this? When did you meet him? I 

[ 

Oh, back some time ago. I don't recall exactly. I mean— j — 

Well, how much is "some time"? Six months? j 

! 

Probably six months, a year. 

Uh-huh. And where did you meet him? 
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I don ' t recall . 

Well, was it here in Dallas? 

Yeah. 

And what kind of meeting did you have with him? 

"Jack, this is Morgan Brown. Hello," That's it. 

Who introduced you? 

He asked me the same question, I couldn't remember who it 
was . 

Was it in a bar, restaurant or office? 

MR. BIESEL : Counsel , again , now, we ' re 

talking about what happened here six months ago. And 

I 

again, we have been talking about things that have been 
fifteen years before the assassination. Now, we're talking 
adjout things that happened fifteen years after, I see I 
very little relevance to the investigation. 

MR. MCDONALD; Well, Counsel, it is 
relevant. I'm not trying to take up your time or Mr. ; 
Todd ' s time , | 


MR. BIESEL: Well, we don't have the 1 

information, of course, that you have available to you, J 

i 

and so, therefore, things that appear not to be relevant j 

to us I 


MR. MCDONALD; Let me assure you, I wouldn 
be sitting here asking a question, if I didn't think it 
was relevant to our inquiry. And we are almost completed 


t 


44-105 0-79-66 
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MR. BIESEL: All right. 

MR. MCDONALD: So, if you will bear with 

me , 


(Mr. McDonald) We're getting back to Mr. Brown, Morgan | 
Brown. 

It was so casual I don't recall if I told him. 

And did you have — What kind of conversation did you have 
with him? 

What do you normally say when you meet somebody? 

i 

You didn't talk about oil business or anything? j 

I 

Well, he was informed about the oil business, and I was 

\ 

t 

informed he was in the oil business, so I 

One final question, which I asked you before, but it's j 

i 

something that we’re trying to get an understanding that | 
is again: Why, to your knowledge, would Jack Ruby have | 
your name and phone number on a piece of paper in his | 

car? 

I would have no way of knowing. 

In 1963? 

MR. MCDONALD: Okay. I have no further 

questions . 


MR. BIESEL: I have some questions I want j 

to put on the record. j 

MR. MCDONALD: Okay. [ 


I 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 



1035 


BY MR. BIESEL: 

Q Mr. Todd, we have been questioning this morning, we have 
gone from 1940 's to the 1970 *s in regard to who you know 
in Dallas County, Texas. Let me ask you, during the 
period of time that you knew Mr. Ruby, was he ever a 
guest in your home or you a guest in his? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you ever know Mr. Ruby to have any activities other 
than just a club owner, an operator? 

A That's all I ever heard of him do. 

Q . Did you have any business association with him at all? 

A No, sir. 

Q Other than just a casual greeting on the street or seeing 
him in his clubs, did you have any contact with him at 
all? 

A No, sir. 

Q All right. They characterize what they call the Lois 

Green gang, were you aware that there was any organization 
or association actual of that in nature? 

A No, sir. 

Q Now, did Sue's Used Cars that they talk about, was this 
any kind of notorious hangout or anything like that? 

Was this a little car lot run by a woman on Live Oak 
Street? 

A As far as I know, that's what it was. 
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Q Well, you do know, don't you? 

A I do. 

Q You sold cars there? 

A That ' s right . 

Q All right. They have gone through and asked you a bunch 
of names of people who you know, I guess, would you say 
you meet many people in your business? 

A Quite a few. 

Q Would it be possible for you to meet someone fifteen 

years ago and not pay any attention to them when you met 
them and, you know, maybe meet someone and not remember 
that you met them? 

A Very possible. 

Q All right. Now, the Campisi's, there was some 

conversation about the Campisi’s. Do you know them 
through their restaurant business? 

A Yes. 

Q All right. And other than the fact that before your son 
married into the lanni family, what was your connection 
with Joe lanni? 

A I just knew him. He was in the restaurant business. I 

would go in there and eat. 

Q In fact, when I was a little boy, you carried me in his 
restaurant to eat on occasion? 


i 


i 
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I 
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A Probably. 
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MR. BIESEL: That concludes this 

Deposition. Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon, at 12:00 p.m., the proceedings 
in the above-entitled matter were closed.) 
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XV. Irwin Signey Weiner 
B log raphical S ummurp 

(1341) Irwin Signey Weiner was born on March 6, 1916, in Chicago, 
111 ., the son of Weiner, a bookmaker who was shot to death in 

a inurder-siiicide incident in Chicago. Weiner has been described as 
5 feet oYo inches, 160 pounds, stocky with blue eyes and brown hair. 
In 1970, he was residing in Niles, 111 . He had never served in the mili- 
tary and had no felony record. 

(1342) Weiner's connections to organized crime were a dominant, 
if not pervasive, element in his life, azid they included both direct 
links to the highest levels of organized crime nationally and in Chi- 
cago, and less definitive relationships with seemingly legitimate activi- 
ties. In a Washington Post article, he was characterized as follows: 
", . . Irwin Weiner is thought to be the underworkhs major financial 
figure in the Midwest.'* Almost all documentation concerning 

Weiner contains references to known organized crime members, and a 
comprehensive list of his associates would include a significant num- 
ber of the major organized crime figures in the United States. {2206) 

Treat imnt by the arret i Commission 

(1343) The only reference to Irwin Weiner by the Warren Commis- 
sion occui's in the Coininissioirs examination of Jack Ruby's telephone 
records, which indicated a call from Ruby to Weiner (Chicago num- 
ber 8H 3-6865) on October 26, 1963. {2207) Ruby was never questioned 
about this call; Weiner was never questioned at all. This omission is 
consistent with the Commission's overall failure to investigate possible 
organized crime connections. 

(13^j It was difficult, if not impossible, to determine if Irwin 
Weiner had any legitimate source (s) of income, since many of his 
business positions were primarily fronts or conduits for illegal activi- 
ties. A February 1969 newspaper clipping characterized Weiner as the 
mob's foremost front man. {2208) Weiner \vas ostensibly in the bail 
bonding and insurance businesses, acting both as a broker for other 
companies and on his own behalf. {2209) 

(1345) While Weiner's social position witliin organized crime circles 
was undoubtedly high, his status in the general community was un- 
known, as was his overall financial position. An indication of Weiners 
wealth may be found in a 1963 FBI repoit, which states that Weiner 
and his associate. Sol Schwartz, may have received up to $1 million in 
broker fees for negotiating Teamsters bonds. {2210) Weiner stated 
that he received several hundred thousand dollars for writing a Team- 
sters bond in the late 1950’s, {2211) following the passage of the Lan- 
drimi-Griffin Act. A 1960 newspaper clipping stated that from Novem- 
ber 1958 until November 1959, Weiner and two associates wrote over 
$1 million in bail bonds, while 30 agents working under Weiner wrote 
another $6 million. {2212\ 

(1346) Weiner necessarily needed ix)litical and law enforcement con- 
nections, and FBI files indicate several instances of bribery and re- 
lated pressures by Weiner. A 1972 report notes an alleged payoff to the 
police in Niles, 111 ., for their cooperation. {2213) A 1974 FBI Airtel 
reports an alleged bribe by Weiner to an assistant U.S. Attorney in 
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Chicago to have organized crime figure Sam Battaglia released from 
prison. {22 H) 

(1347) Weiner had a very close relationship with Felix “Milwaukee 
Phil” Alderisio, whom Weiner had known since he was 13. {2215) 
Alderisio was a Midwestern organized crime figure. FBI files note that 
IVeiner became the “caretaker” of Alderisio’s interests after his death 
in 1971 {2216) and that Weiner had access to some stolen jewelry be- 
lieved to be in Alderisio’s possession at his death. {2217) Weiner 
stated that he and Alderisio were partners in a food shortening cor- 
poration and a real estate business. {2218) The shortening company 
was closed by a Chicago judge in August 1961, {2219) amid allegations 
that it was employing illegal force to sell its products. {2220) Weiner 
and Alderisio had many meetings with other notorious organized crime 
figures, and Alderisio physically threatened at least one individual on 
Weiner s behalf . {2221) 

(1348) The most lucrative relationship between Weiner and or- 
ganized crime seemed to be with the Teamsters Union, particularly 
with James R. Hoff a and Allen Dorfman. They and W^einer are con- 
sistently grouped together by the FBI in their files, with Weiner’s back- 
ground and albilities as an insurance broker and bail bondsman ap- 
parently useful in manipulating the Teamsters Union Pension Funds 
to the advantage of the three as well as many others. 

(1349) The most well known of these endeavors involved a large 
($90U,000) loan by the Central States, Southeast, and Southwest Areas 
Pension Fund(^^^^) to Gaylur Products, Inc., a New Mexico company 
with several subsidiaries. (^^^J) It allegedly manufactured children’s 
toys and other plastic products such as pails. Weiner was listed as 
the president of this company, with Roland deAngeles as vice presi- 
dent. The loan was negotiated by Weiner through Allen Dorfman. 
Reportedly, this company was fraudulent and merely a “front to 
permit business and plane trips to South America for Teamsters offi- 
cials and ‘hoodlum elements’.” (^.^^J) In February 1974, Weiner was 
indicted, with six other individuals including DeAngeles and Dorf- 
man, for the fraudulent use of over $1.4 million of Teamsters funds 
in connection with Gaylur Products, Inc. (^^^) The prosecution’s 
seemingly strong case crumbled when its key witness, Daniel Siefert, 
was brutally murdered on September 27, 1974, just before the trial was 
scheduled to h^^\nA2226) Weiner was subsequently acquitted. (2227) 
The FBI conducted an extensive investigation into Siefert ’s death. 
Weiner was considered a prime suspect, but the case was never satis- 
factorily sol ved. ( 2228 ) 

(1350) The Teamsters also used Weiner’s talents by involving him 
and his many corporate entities in the bonding of individual union 
chapters across the nation. (222^) Weiner’s abilities are also evident in 
the bonding of Teamsters-financed projects such as hotels, motels, and 
other businesses. {2280) These activities have linked Weiner with proj- 
ects in many cities, including Miami and Las Vegas. The financing 
and bonding of the Dallas Cabana was apparently handled bv one of 
Weiner's bonding associates in Chicago, Sol Schwartz. f22J7) There is 
no indication that Weiner has had any direct business links to Dallas. 
(1351) Weiner has allegedly also been involved in various other 
illegal activities in the Chicago area. One example was defrauding 
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the national welfare and medicare systems located in Chicago through 
the manipulation of funds and pharmacists and the deliberate burning 
of medicare clinics for sham insurance claims, Weiner had been 

linked to the arson of restaurants and nightclubs, resulting in insurance 
fraud. A 1962 FBI memorandum refers to Weiner as being in 

control of concessions in the Park District of Chicago, thereby receiv- 
ing kickbacks and payoffs. {223Jf) A 1973 report states that Weiner was 
handling all the skimmed money from Las Vegas for Chicago’s 
organized crime community. (2235) 

(1352) Weiner’s organized crime links extended to Cuba and to 
Santos Trafficante. Weiner admitted knowing TrafRcante and meeting 
him in both Cuba and Florida. (2236) He had spoken to him as recently 
as 1977. (^^-57) A 1962 FBI memorandum from Herbert J. Miller, Jr., 
also reflects this tie : 

For example, Weiner has boasted, and those who were in the 
know in Cuba have confirmed, that for his services to Phil 
Alderisio-Santos Trafficante, etc., he was given a substantial 
interest in the Deauville Gambling Casino and the Capri 
Gambling Casino in Havana. When Weiner last talked about 
this he was crying about the loss of a vast fortune occasioned 
by CeLStro» (2238) 

Weiner denied ever holding any interest in Cuban gambling casinos 
(2239) or losing any money as a result of Castro’s takeover. (^^4/?) 
(1353) In April or May*^ 1960, Weiner reportedly made a trip to 
Havana with Allen Dorfman, Charles Bray, and Stewart Hopps 
(22^1) to “set up various agency and company relationships.” 
(2242) Weiner admitted making several trips to Cuba in 1958 or 1959, 
but stated they were pleasure trips. When asked about the 

aforementioned trip, Weiner acknowledged that it was made in rela- 
tion to an insurance company that these individuals had formed. (^^44) 
(1354) Weiner had been arrested only a few times for someone as 
involved as he was in criminal activities. (^^4<^) ^ charge of auto- 
mobile acccessory theft in 1934 had been dismissed. (^^4^) ^ 1972 
FBI report notes an arrest in Fort Worth, Tex., in 1936 for “investiga- 
tion.” (2247) A 1951 arrest for bookmaking resulted in a sentence of 
2 years probation and a $1,250 fine.(;?^4^) Li 1964, Weiner was ac- 
quitted of a Federal extortion charge. (^-^4^) More recently he was 
acquitted in the 1974-75 Teamsters fraud czise,(2250) 

(1355) RelatlansJhip with Ruby. — The only definite and documented 
contact between Weiner and J ack Rub}^ was the 12-minute telephone 
call from Ruby to Weiner on Saturday. October 26, 1963, at 12:07 p.m. 
(2251) The Warren. Commission inferred that this call was related 
to Ruby's 1963 labor problems coiiLorning amateur nights at Dallas 
nightclubs, (^£5^) although it did not completely investigate the cir- 
cumstances of the call. 

(1356) On November 27, 1963, Weiner had refused to explain the 
call’s details to the FBI. (2253) He told the committee that FBI agents 
had contacted his daughter in order to leave a message for him and 
had frightened her, thus causing Weiner’s recalcitrant attitude when 
the agents spoke to him.(^^'54) The FBI made no further attempt to 
interview Weiner. (2255) 
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(1357) The Kuby FBI files contain information that Irwin Weiner 
told an organized crime associate that he knew Jack Ruby but had 
refused to discuss this matter with the FBI. (^^5^) 

(1358) In 1974, a private investigator seeking these details was 
threatened by Weiner during a telephone conversation. (^^57) A sub- 
sequent investigator was told in January 1978 that the call was more 
than that of a stranger who needed help with his nightclub, and that 
the call had nothing to do with labor problems, the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, or national security interests. This investigator was 
also told that Weiner and Ruby had been friends, had been acquainted 
for some time, and had spoken in person and by telephone on numer- 
ous occasions. (^^55) During his May 1978 executive session testimony 
before the committee, Weiner stated that he might have told these 
individuals anything, as he was not under oath(^^oP) and always 
lied to reporters. {2260) 

Testimony Before the Gorrmiittee 

(1359) In his committee testimony, Weiner offered the following ex- 
planation of the October 26 call : 

Jack Ruby called me. Evidently he had a nightclub in 
Dallas, Tex. He had a striptease night ; 1 night a week he had 
an amateur striptease. Some union that was affiliated with 
entertainers stopped him. They asked him to stop because 
the amateur entertainers were not members of the union. He 
stopped and another competitor of his opened up. 

He called me and wanted to know if I would write a tend. 

He was looking to get an injunction. The lawver told him if 
he got an injunction he would have to put up a bond. He asked 
me if I would do that and I told him no. Then he told me he 
was going to file a lawsuit. 

Th^at was the extent of our conversation. It was just in rela- 
tion to that. I never heard from him since and I have never 
heard from him prior to that. {2261 ) 

Weiner stated that this was the extent of their conversation, (2M^) 
although the telephone records list the call as being 12 minutes in 
length. The committee did not find any other evidence that Ruby was 
contemplating litigation to resolve the labor problems with his com- 
petitors. 

(1360) Weiner guessed that Jack Ruby called him because of 
Weiner’s acquaintance with Jack’s brother, Earl Ruby.(^^^J) Earl 
Ruby told the FBI on November 26, 1963, that he had gone to high 
school in Chicago with Irwin Weiner, and that he “had no knowledge 
that Weiner knew his brother Jack, but may have had a speaking 
a^uaintance.”(^2^J) When questioned by the committee, Earl Ruby 
did not mention that he had advised his brother to call Weiner in 
1963. (^^^5) 

(1361) In his committee testimony, Weiner acknowledged going to 
school with Earl Ruby and said that he might have met Jack Ruby 
four or five times in his entire life,(^^^^) but he was not sure when 
their last contact had occurred. 
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(1362) Mike Shore, a Californian involved in the entertainment 
field, also attended school with Weiner and Earl Euby,(^^^<5) 
and he and Weiner had been involved in a number of business transac- 
tions. Jack Ruby also called Shore numerous times in 1963 to 

seek help with his labor problems, (^^76^) including calls in the days 
before and after the October 26 call to Weiner. Weiner stated that 
Shore never mentioned to him the calls from Ruby. Shore may 

have prompted Ruby’s call to Weiner, however, by mentioning the 
latter’s name in one of his 1963 telephone conversations with Ruby. 
“Ruby asked if he should call Weiner about the trouble he was having 
with AGVA but Shore replied, ‘'What can he do ?’ Shore did not know 
if Ruby did call Weiner.” (Earl Ruby worked with Shore fol- 
lowing the Oswald shooting to raise defense funds and to secure an 
attorney.) (^^7J) 

(1363) Since Weiner and Ruby both had associations with organized 
crime and labor figures, it is possible that they had common associates, 
although no instances have arisen wherein Ruby and Weiner actually 
were found to be in contact as a result of any common associates. 
(1364) One possible link involves Jack Ruby’s association and ac- 
quaintance with Paul Dorfman, a key figure in the organization and 
solidification of the coalition between organized crime members, the 
Teamsters Union, and Hoffa. In 1940, Dorfman became head of 
the Waste Material Handlers Union in Chicago; Ruby had briefly 
served as a union organizer under Dorfman (for approximately 2 
months), having held that position before Dorfman took over.(^^7J) 
Dorfman clearly remembered Ruby when interviewed by the FBI in 
1963, although he said that since 1940 he had not seen Ruby except for a 
few chance meetings in the street. (^^7J) Paul Dorfman died in 1971, 
leaving his stepson, Allen Dorfman, to control and influence much of 
the Teamsters’ illegal activities in conjunction with Hoffa, thereby 
closely alining him with Weiner. There is no documentation of any 
Ruby-Weiner contact through either of the Dorfmans. 

(1335) Executive session testimony before the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations. 



[EXECUTIVE SESSION] 

JFK SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING 


TUESDAY, MAY 16, 1978 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

John F. Kennedy Subcommittee, 

Washington^ D,C. 

The subcommittee met at 9 :25 a.m., pursuant to notice, in room 1310, 
Longworth House Office Building, Hon. Richardson J. Preyer ( chair- 
men of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Preyer (presiding), Dodd, Fithian, and 
Sawyer. 

Also present : G. Cornwell, J. Hombeck, J. McDonald, A. Purdy, 
J. Wolf, H. Shapiro, E. Beming, T. Hutton, M. Ewing, A. Taylor, 
R. Morrison, L. Svendsen, D. Billings, and W. H. Cross. 

Mr. Preyer. The committee will come to order. 

The Chair will ask Ms. Berning, the clerk of the committee, to read 
for the record those members officially designated to be on the sub- 
committee today. 

Ms. Berning. Mr. Chairman, you, Mr. Thone, Mrs. Burke, Mr. Saw- 
yer, and Mr. Dodd are regular members of the Kennedy Subcommit- 
tee. There will not be any substitutions today. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

On the basis of information obtained by the committee, the com- 
mittee believes that the evidence or testimony may tend to defame, de- 
grade, or incriminate people. Since our rules of the House and the 
committee require such hearings to be in executive session, the Chair 
will entertain a motion at this time that today’s hearing and 1 subse- 
quent day of hearings be held in executive session. 

Mr. Sawyer. I so move, 

Mr. Preyer. The clerk will call the roll. 

Ms. Berning. Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Aye, 

Ms. Berning. Mr. Thone. 

Mr. Thone. [No response.] 

Ms. Berning. Mrs, Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. [No response.] 

Ms. Berning. Mr. Sawyer, 

Mr. Sawyer. Aye. 

Ms. Berning, Mr, Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Aye. 

Ms. Berning. Three ayes, Mr. Chairman, 

( 1045 ) 
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Mr. Prey^:r. Ver} well, the meeting is closed and all unauthorized 
personnel will leave the room. Our witness today is Irwin Weiner. Mr. 
Weiner, I will ask if you will come forward and be sworn. 

Do yc/U solemnly swear the evidence you are about to give before 
this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Weiner. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP IRWIN WEINER 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

I understand, Mr. Weiner, that you have been given a copy of the 
rules of The committee. 

Mr. Weiner. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Preyer, At this time I will give a brief statement concerning 
the subject of the investigation. It is something we do for each witness. 

H. Res. 2i42 mandates the committee to conduct a full and complete 
investigation and study of the circumstances surrounding the assassi- 
nation and death of President John F. Kennedy, including deter- 
mining whether the existing laws of the United States concerning the 
protection of the President and the investigatory jurisdiction and 
capability of agencies and departments are adequate in their provi- 
sions and enforcement and whether there was full disclosure of evi- 
dence and among agencies and departments of the U.S. Goyemment 
and whether any evidence or information not in the pos^sion of an 
agency or department would have been of assistance in investigating 
the assassination; and why such information was not provided or 
collected by that agency or department; and to make recommenda- 
tions to the House, if the select committee deems it appropriate, for 
the amendment of existing legislation or enactment of new legislation. 

The Chair recognizes Mr. Wolf to begin the questioning. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, you have been given a copy of the commit- 
tee rules. The committee rules provide that you are entitled to rep- 
resentatio]! by an attorney. Are you aware of that fact? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Wolf. You do not have an attorney today. Do you waive your 
right to an attorney? 

Mr. Weiner. I waive my right to an attorney now. 

Mr. Wolf. What is your current residence? 

Mr. Weiner. My residence? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. 7163 Carol Court, Niles, 111. 

Mr. Wolf. That is your residence address? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes, 

Mr. Wolf. What is your current business address? 

Mr. Weiner. 1010 South State Street, Chicago, 111. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you affiliated with a firm? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. What is the name? 

Mr. Weiner. American Bonding Agency. 

Mr. Wolf. In what capacity are you affiliated with that firm? 

Mr. Weiner. I am president. 
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Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, the first area of questions will concern your 
relationship with Jack Euby. 

; For the committee members this is listed on tab 2 of tlie briefing 
bbok. ! 

When was the first time you met Jack Euby, Mr, Weiner ? 

Mr. Weiiter. I don’t know. I don’t remember. I went to school with 
his brother, Earl. Jack was a little older than I was. I might have met 
Jack Euby four orfive times in my life. 

Mr. Wolf. What is the first time you recall ? 

Mr. Weiner. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you know him in high school ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you meet him prior to 1960 which was the election 
of President Kennedy ? 

Mr. Weiner. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you meet him prior to 1950 ? 

Mr, Weiner, It could have been. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you recall 

Mr. Weiner. I would say I met him probably in the 1930’s. 

Mr, Wolf. What were the circumstances of your first meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. It was an older brother of a friend of mine, not even 
a good friend. Somebody I knew. 

Mr. Wolf. You are speaking of Earl ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. You met Earl in high school ? 

Mr. Weiner. Eight. 

Mr. Wolf. Were you friendly with Earl ? 

Mr. Weiner, Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you meet other members of the Euby family? 

Mr, Weiner. I don’t think I did. 

Mr. Wolf. Were you ever to the Euby house ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t believe I was. 

Mr. Wolf. How much older than yourself was Jack Euby? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t have any idea. I know he was a few years older. 
Mr. Wolf. You testified that you believe you met him lour or five 
times in total, is that correct ? 

Mr, Weiner. Probably. 

Mr. Wolf. What meetings with Jack Euby do you remember? 

Mr, Weiner. I don’t remember any of them. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know you met him four or five times? 

Mr. Weiner. I am assuming ] met him four or five times, I saw him 
with his brother, spoke to him a few times. I am only going back — 
you are talking about 30-some years or 40 years. 

Mr. Wolf, All your contacts with Jack Euby were during the 1930’s? 
Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr, Wolf. When were your other contacts with Jack Euby ? 

Mr. Weiner. He called me up one time. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. It was in the sixties, prior to the as- 
sassination of the President. ^ 

Mr. Wolf. How much prior to the assassination? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t have any idea. 
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Mr. Wolf. You do recollect that call ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. I recollect that call because I have had a lot of 
problems because of that call. 

Mr. Wolf. Was that call on October 26, 1963 ? 

Mr. Weiner. It could have been. 

Mr. Wolf. One month prior to the assassination ? 

Air. Weiner. It could have been. 

Air. Wolf. At what time previous to that call do you recollect seeing 
Jack Euby ? 

Air. Weiner. Alaybe 10 or 15 years prior to that. 

Air. Wolf. Ten or fifteen years prior to the call 

Air. Weiner. Correct. 

Air. Wolf. Why do }’ou characterize yourself as having a lot of 
trouble concerning that call ? 

Air. Weiner. I tell you what problem I have and the reason for my 
attitude. Evidently as a result of this call an agent called my house. 

Air, Wolf. FBI agent? 

Air. Weiner. Yes. An FBI agent called my house and spoke to my 
daughter. It was right after Oswald was killed. He spoke to my 
daughter and asked where I was. I was in Florida at the time. She 
didn't know where I was. She had just come in from school. She told 
the agent she didn't know where I was but expected to hear from me. 
I called the next day. She was shaking with fright because the agent 
had told her he wanted to talk to me about the assassination of the 
President. As a result of that, anytime anybody came and talked to me 
I dismissed them. 

Air. Wolf. The FBI did contact you regarding that call? 

Air. Weiner. Yes, I never spoke to them about it. 

Air. Wolf. The reason you are not speaking 

Air. Weiner. Is because of the way they mistreated my daughter. 

Air. Wolf. Did they mistreat your daughter? 

Air, AVeiner. That is the extent of it. They scared her to death. 

Mr. AVolf. You felt you should not speak to the FBI about the as- 
sassination of President Kennedy? 

Air, AVeiner. You are 100 percent right. 

Air. AA^olf. Did anybody else ever contact you regarding that call? 

Air. AA^einer. Newspaper people. I refused to speak to them. A couple 
of your investigators. 

Mr. AA^^olf. A^ou refused to speak to our investigators ; is that correct ? 

Air. AVeiner. Right. 

Mr. Wolf. AVhat was discussed during that phone call ? 

Air. AVeiner. Jack Ruby called me. Evidently he had a nightclub in 
Dallas, Tex. He had a striptease night, one night a week he had an 
amateur striptease. Some union that was affiliated with entertainers 
had stopped him. They asked him to stop because the amateur enter- 
tainers were not members of the union. He stopped and another com- 
petitor of his opened up. 

He called me and wanted to know if I would write a bond. He was 
looking to get an injunction. The lawyer told him if he got an injunc- 
tion he would have to put up a bond. He asked me if I would do that 
and I told him no. Then he told me he was going to file a lawsuit. 

That was the extent of our conversation. It was just in relation to 
that, I never heard from him since and I have never heard from him 
prior to that. 
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Mr. WoLr. You had no contact with him prior to that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. Absolutely no. 

Mr. Wolf. How did Jack Ruby come to call you ? 

Mr. Weiner. Through his brother. That was my business, writing 
bonds. I don’t have any idea. 

Mr. Wolf. Why did you refuse to write the bond that he requested? 
Mr. Weiner. I didn’t have the authority to write it. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you direct him to somebody who did ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Your testimony was that was the business you were in at 
that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. I still am. 

Mr. Wolf. Why do you say you had no authority to write a bond ? 

Mr. Weiner. If I remember correctly I don’t think the company was 
authorized to do business in Texas. I just didn’t want to get involved 
in it. There was no way I could do it. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever refer him to somebody in Texas ? Could you 
have referred him to somebody in Texas ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know anybody in Texas who would write a 
bond. 

Mr. Wolf. You don’t do business with any firm in Texas ? 

Mr. Weiner. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Wolf. What else was discussed during that conversation ? 

Mr. Weiner. That is all that was discussed. 

Mr. Wolf. And that conversation, do you recollect how long it 
lasted ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t have any idea. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ask Jack Ruby about other people he may have 
contacted regarding that bond ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Is your knowledge of Jack Ruby’s problems concerning 
the labor dispute solely from that conversation ? 

Mr. Weiner. That is the only conversation I had with him. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you read in the public domain since that time about 
Jack Ruby’s labor problems? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. You were not aware from any other source of the dif- 
ficulties Jack Ruby has had concerning 

Mr. Weiner. I read about his problems, you know, after that. Other 
than that, no. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the amount of the bond that Jack Ruby was 
seeking ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember that. When he started talking to me 
all I did was look to get rid of him. I didn’t want to have anything 
to do with it. I was just being courteous. 

Mr. Wolf. You had no contacts for 15 years previous to that call 
with Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. I never had contact with Jack Ruby, never socially. 
Never went with him anywhere, never broke bread with him, never 
had anything to do with Jack Ruby at any time in my life. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the contact 15 years prior to that phone call 
with Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. How the hell do I know. 


44-105 0 - 79-67 
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Mr. Wolf. You testified 

Mr. Weiner. I am just guessing. It could have been 30 years before. 
I don't remember. 

Mr. Wolf. What other contact with Jack Ruby do you remember? 

Mr. Weiner, I didn’t have any contacts with him. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever meet with him? 

Mr. Weiner. I told you I never met with him, never had coffee with 
him, never went to his house, never had lengthy conversation with him 
that I remember, 

Mr. Wolf. Except that one phone call ? 

Mr, Weiner. Except that one phone call. 

Mr. Wolf. As far as you know Jack Ruby called you because of the 
relationship that you had with his brother, Earl ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don't know if that was it. I am just guessing. 

Mr. Wolf. Were any other individuals discussed during that phone 
call? Did Jack Ruby mention the name of any other people? 

Mr. Weiner. No, he did not. He might have mentioned a lawyer. 
I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. His lawyer? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Jack Ruby ask you for any further help after you 
told him you could not write the bond ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember if he did or not. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you refer Jack Ruby to any other people ? 

Mr. Weiner. No, I did not. 

Mr. Wolf. The termination of your conversation was that you could 
not help Jack Ruby and you knew of no individuals who could ? 

Mr. Weiner. Right. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Jack Ruby reveal any of his further plans to you? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever call Jack Ruby ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. I might have called, I might have returned a 
phone call. Maybe I wasn’t at home. I don’t remember the relationship 
of the call. It might have been I received the call and when I came 
I answered the call. I never called him. 

Mr. Wolf. You don’t recall if you had been referred to Jack Ruby 
by anybody that Jack Ruby mentioned ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Michael Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner. I sure do. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know Mr, Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner, I know Mr. Shore all my life, a boyhood friend of 
mine. Still is. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you have business with Mr. Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner. Right now I have. 

Mr. Wolf. During the period of time 1960-63 did you have business 
with Mr. Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. What is your business with Mr. Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner. Bringing products in from Japan. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Shore is a close friend of yours? 

Mr. Weiner. Very close friend of mine. 
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Mr. Wolf. Have you ever discussed with Mr. Shore the Jack Ruby 
phone call to yourself ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Has Mr. Shore ever discussed with you Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. What has he told you ? 

Mr. Weiner, He said that he arranged with Earl to try to get him 
some legal help in — there was an attorney in San Francisco that I 
think Michael Shore knew and Earl wanted to hire him, I forget his 
name, 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Shore indicate anything else to you about 
Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. That is about it. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Shore ever discuss with you Jack Ruby call- 
ing him concerning the American Guild of Variety Artists? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. He never discussed that with you? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever told anybody that Jack Ruby’s phone 
call to you did not involve a labor dispute? 

Mr. Weiner. No; I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever told anybody that the phone call to 
you was not involving national security? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Who did you tell that to ? 

Mr. Weiner. To the FBI. 

Mr. Wolf. When did you tell that to the FBI? 

Mr. Weiner. A fellow called me, wanted to see me and I refused 
to see him. 

Mr. Wolf. At any time this year did you ever speak to a reporter 
who inquired about that phone call ? 

Mr. Weiner. I might have. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you recall telling that reporter that the phone call 
did not involve a labor dispute with Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. I might have. I might have told him anything. I 
might have just — a reporter I remember called me from Washington 
twice. I might have told him anything. 

Mr. Wolf. What you told that reporter would be inaccurate? 

Mr. Weiner. I would say it was inaccurate. It was not under 
oath. 

Mr. Wolf. Correct. So if you told that reporter that the Jack 
Ruby phone call to you did not involve a labor dispute that would 
be incorrect? 

Mr. Weiner. That is right. 

Mr. Wolf. What was your personal reaction to the call when 
Jack Ruby called you? Were you surprised to hear from him? 

Mr. Weiner. Very much so. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you remember who he was? 

Mr. Weiner. Oh, sure. 

Mr. Wolf. He did not have to identify himself to you? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you actually do anything as a result of that phone 
call? 
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Mr. Weixer. Not a thing. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you tell anybody else about that phone call ? 

Mr. Weiner. I told a lot of people about it. 

Mr. Wolf. What did you tell them ? 

Mr. Weiner. I told them just what I am telling you. 

Mr. Wolf. Who did you tell about that phone call ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. You told a lot of people, you testified. 

Mr. Weiner. I told a lot to people, to make sure I tell you the truth. 
I am sure I spoke to somebody about it but I don’t remember. 

Mr, Wolf. You don’t remember any name? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember one name. 

Mr. Wolf. Who was your business partner at that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. Louis Volin. I don’t remember whether I told him or 
not. 

Mr. Wolf. You testified that your daughter answered the phone call 
from the FBI? 

Mr. Weiner. Right. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you explain to her why the FBI called you ? 

Mr. Weiner. I told her not to be concerned, that I didn’t have any- 
thing to do with anything like that. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you tell her Jack Ruby had called you about labor 
problems ? 

Mr. Weiner. No ; I didn’t discuss it with her. 

Mr. Wolf. Why did you not tell your daughter that that was the 
explanation for the phone call? 

Mr. Weiner. I probably didn’t think she would understand it. I 
don’t know whether I did or not. 

Mr. Wolf. How old was your daughter at that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. Maybe 16 . 

Mr. Wolf. What is your daughter’s name ? 

Mr. Weiner. Susan. 

Mr. Wolf. Where does she live now ? 

Mr. Weiner. I am not going to tell you. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr, Chairman, I would ask you to direct the witness to 
answer that question. It is important to be able corroborate part of 
this witness’ testimony. It may be necessary for the committee to in- 
terview Mr. Weiner’s daughter. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Weiner, the committee certainly has no intention 
of harassing your daughter. 

Mr. Weiner. Submit a list of questions and I will submit it to my 
daughter and I will have her answer. I don’t want anyone to bother 
her. My daughter is a very nervous girl under a doctor’s care and I 
don’t want anybody to harass her. She is under psychiatric care. Sub- 
mit a list of questions. I will submit them to my daughter and my 
daughter will answer them. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Chairman, I think it mav be necessary for the commit- 
tee. staff investigators perhaps, not necessarily but perhaps, to interview 
Mr. Weiner’s daughter, to have an assessment of the credibility of both 
Mr. Weiner and his daughter regarding the phone call. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Weiner, the committee is not interested in trying to 
scare your daughter or harass her in any way. It would be agreeable 
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with the committee, if we should find it necessary to contact her, if we 
could make the contact through you, first ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes; you could, absolutely, 

Mr. Wolf. If we attempt to make that contact you will in fact put 
us in touch with your daughter at that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. I will cooperate with you 100 percent. 

Mr. Wolf. Concerning the phone call you received from Mike Shore 
regarding getting an attorney for Jack Ruby 

Mr. Weiner. I didn’t receive the phone call, I spoke to him in person. 

Mr. Wolf. Where was that? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. It is a long time ago. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that? 

Mr. Weiner. When? 

Mr. Wolf. Approximately how long after Ruby shot Oswald was it? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. The next time I saw him — in those years 
I would see him on tidps in California or if he came to Chicago. I don’t 
remember when or how it was. It was just conversation. 

Mr. Wolf, Did he ask you for any suggestions regarding representa- 
tion of Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Chairman, I think at this point that it is appropriate 
for committee members to ask questions concerning Mr. Weiner’s 
knowledge of Jack Ruby and the phone call that was placed on 
October 22. 

Mr. Preyer. Are there any questions of the committee or do you pre- 
fer to wait until the staff has completed its questions? 

Mr. Dodd. I would just as soon wait. 

Mr. Preyer. There will be no questions from the committee members 
at this time. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, have you ever been to Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. Have I been to Cuba ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. When were you in Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. In 1958 or 1959. 

Mr. Wolf. Was that one trip you are referring to? 

Mr. Weiner. I made a few tidps there. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the purpose of your trips to Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. One or two just for pleasure. Another trip I made 
was — I guess they were all pleasure. 

Mr. Wolf. You have never been to Cuba on a business trip ? 

Mr. Weiner. Not that I remember. 

Mr. Wolf. About how many times did you go to Cuba for pleasure? 

Mr. Weiner. Maybe three or four. 

Mr. Wolf. Were those all during the 1959, 1959 period ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Were you ever in Cuba after Fidel Castro took over, 
which was J anuary 1, 1959 ? 

Mr. Weiner, Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. When you were in Cuba who did you visit ? 

Mr. W^i^'^er. Whom did I visit? There was a friend of mine that 
worked in one of the casinos there, his name was Sarnoff. I visited 
him. 
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Mr. Wolf. Which casino did he work in ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. WoLi\ Did you visit anybody else on those trips ? 

Mr. Weiner. Not that I remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you go by yourself or with other individuals ? 

Mr. Weiner. I went with somebody else. 

Mr. Wolf. Who else did you go with 

Mr. Weiner. A fellow by the name of Felix Alderisio. 

Mr. Wolf. Was he traveling for pleasure ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. As far as I know he was. 

Mr. Wolf. On how many of jonv trips did you accompany Mr. 
Alderisio ? 

Mr. Weiner. I think all of them. I am not sure. It has been a long 
time ago. 

Mr. Wolf. At what hotels did you stay at when you visited Cuba? 
Mr. Weiner. The Nacionale. I don’t remember the other names. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Mike McLaney ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever see Jack Ruby on any of your trips to Cuba ? 
Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever meet anybody in Cuba who said ne had met 
Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Lewis Me Willie ? 

Mr. Weiner. No ; ] don’t. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you recall traveling to Cuba with Allen Dorfman ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Was he on all of your trips ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes; he was. 

Mr. Wolf. He was on all of your trips ? 

Mr, Weiner. No ; he was on one trip. 

Mr. Wolf. Which trip v/as that ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember but there were four of us on that 
trip. 

Mr. Wolf. Were the other individuals Stewart Hopps and Charb s 
Bray? 

Mr. Weiner. Right. 

Mr. Wolf. What was tJie purpose of that trip ? 

Mr, Weiner. It was an insurance trip. I think we had formed a com- 
pany in Nassau, insurance company in Nassau, and T thinK Stewart 
Hopps was friendly with the ex-President of Cuba that was involved 
with him in an insurance deal. We went to deal with him. It was a 
relation with insurance at Stewart Hopps’ suggestion, 

Mr. Wolf. Wliat was your relationship with Mr. Dorfman ? 

Mr. Weiner. My relationship at the time ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. We were involved in an insurance deal. 

Mr. Wolf. Was the name of the insurance company the Intercon- 
tinental Insurance & Surety Co ? 

Mr. Weiner. I tliink it was. 

Mr. Wolf. Where was that company i)icorporated at the time of 
your trip to Cuba ? 
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Mr. Weiner. I think it was a Panamanian company or Mexican 
company. 

Mr. Wolf. Was it ever a Cuban company ? 

Mr. Weiner, No. 

Mr. Wolf. The charter from that other company was transferred 
from Panama to Nassau ? 

Mr. M EiNER. I think that the company was officed in Nassau and 
it was a Panamanian company. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Dominick Bartone ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. W^as one of the individuals you met with on that trip to 
Cuba, Mr. Louis Botifoll ^ 

Mr. Weiner. On the trip to Cuba ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. You met with him on that trip to Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. I met a Cuban attorney. I don’t remember his name but 
that could be. If he was pr sident oi the Latin American bar that 
was the attorney. 

Mr. Wolf. Wliat did you discuss with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever had any dealings with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr, Wolf. Did he ever discuss any officials of the Cuban Govern- 
ment with you ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don't remember if he did or not. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you know any of any political or law enforcement 
individuals in Cuba? 

Mr. Weiner. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Santos Trafficante? 

Mr. Weiner, Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you met Mr. Trafficante? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. When were your meetings with Mr. Trafficante? 

Mr. Weiner. I met him at a club in Cuba. 

Mr. Wolf. What club was that ? 

Mr. Weiner, I don't remember the name of the club. It was an out- 
door casnio and nightclub. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you remember what trip to Cuba this was on that you 
met Mr. Trafficante ? 

Mr. Weiner. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Wolf. What other meetings did you have with Mr. Trafficante? 
Mr. Weiner. I met him in Florida. 

Mr. Wolf. Wlien was that ? 

Mr. Weiner. About 1963. 

Mr. Wolf. Was that prior to or subsequent to the assassination of 
President Kennedy ? 

Mr. Weiner. Prior. 

Mr. Wolf. How much prior was it? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you recollect it was prior to the assassination? 
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Mr. Weiner. AA t-11, 1 am jnst guessing. AVhen was the assassination ? 
Mr, AVolf. November 19G3. 

Mr. AA'eixer. It could hav e been before or al’tei, I don’t know. 

Air. AA^olf. AAdiere did you meet Air. TraHicante ? 

Mr. AVeixer. At the Fountainebleau Hotel 
Air. WoEF. Were you staying there ^ 

Mr. AA'eixer. Yes. 

Air. WuEF. How long were yon in Aliami <'U ihat trip ? 

Air. AAYiner. I had a legal matter in Aliami. 

Air. AV OLF. AAmat was the legal matter? 

Air. AAYiner. I was in dirt e 1 in Ariainh Fla. 

Air. AVolf. AA^hai was the indictment for ^ 

Air. AAYuner. The in lictment was for extortion. 

Air. Wolf. AAdi}' did ycni meet with Air. Traflicante at that tune? 
Air. AAYixer. He was friendlv with my assf>ciare who also was 
indicted. 

All . AA'olf. AA^ho was your associate i 
Air. AA^eixeil Felix Alderisio. 

Air. AA^olf. AA'hat was discussed in the meeting w iih Aij. Trafficante^ 
Air. AAYi xer. I don’t know. Just trivialities. 

Mr. AVolf. AAJiat other meetings did you have with Air. TrafScante? 
Air. AVeixfr. I don’t know. It was just about that time the only moei- 
ing I remember. 

Mr. AA^olf. Was there more tlian one meeting at that time ? 

Mr. AVeixer. He would come to see my friend. 

Mr. AVolf. How long were you in Aliami during that trip ? 

Air. AVeix>:r. I don’t know. I think we liad a 10-day trial before a 
jury. I was in AVashington, too. The attorneys came from AA’^ashington, 
Air. AA^olv. AAuio else was present at your meetings with Air. Traf- 
ficante besides yourself and Air. Alderisio ? 

Afr. A Vfj XER. I don’t remember. 

Air. AVolf. AA^hen you mot Air. TiatHcaiite in Cuba who else was pre,s- 
ent at that meeting ? 

Mr. AA^einer. Adghtcluh full of people. 

Air. AVolf. Did you speak to Air, Traflicante ai that time ? 
AIr.AAY.iXER. Did I? 

Mr. AA'olf. Yes. 

Mr. AAYixfr. Apparently I did. 

Air. AAYlf. AAYs anybody else in on the conversation ? 

Mr. Weixer. I never had anything to really discuss with Air. Traf- 
ficante. 

Air. AAYlf. Hovv were you first introduced to Air. Traflicante? 

Air. AVeixer. By Felix Alderisio. 

Mr. AVolf. When was that 
Mr. AAYix er. At this time in Cuba. 

Air. AVolf. In 1959? 

Mr. AVeixer. 1959, 1960, yes. 

Air. Wolf. Did you ever have any interest in Cuban gambling 
casinos? 

Mr. AAYixer. No. 

Mr. AAYlf. Have you over stated that for your services to Air. Traf- 
ficante you w^ere given an interest in a Cuban gambling casino? Did 
you ever state that ? 



1057 


Mr. IVKiNER. I liave. 

Mr. AVc i\ If you svnted that, is it your testimony that that is 
incorrect ? 

Mr. Weiner. That is right, 

Mr. Wolf. You never had any interest in any Cuban gambling 
casino ? 

Mr. Weiner. Absolutely none. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you state you lost a fortune in Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. I might have. 

Mr. Wolf. If you stated that, was that correct ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you lose any money as a consequence of Fidel Castro’s 
takeover ? 

Mr. Weiner. Not one penny. 

Mr. AVolf. Have you had any other meetings with Mr. Trafficante 
aside from the two you have told us ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember if I did or not. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you spoken to Mr. Trafficante over the telephone? 
Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr, Wolf. When was your most recent contact with Mr. 
Trafficante ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. In the last year. 

Mr. Wolf. What prompted that conversation ? 

Mr. Weiner. Some kind of bail bond. 

Mr. Wolf. He talked to you concerning a bail bond ? 

Mr. AVeiner. Yes. He thought he would need it and that was the end 
of it. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Trafficante discuss with you his holdings in 
Cuba? 

Mr. Weiner. No; I never discussed anything personal with Mr. 
Trafficante. 

Mr. AVolf. Did Mr. Trafficante during your meetings in 1963 ever 
discuss the political situation in the United States? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Woi.F. Do you know Mr, John Roselli ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. You never heard of Roselli ? 

Mr. Weiner. Sure, I have seen him too. 

Mr. AVolf. Have you ever spoken to him over the telephone? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you know Mr. Sam Giancana ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr, Wolf. Have you ever met with Mr. Giancana? 

Mr. Weiner. Sure. 

Mr, Wolf. AAThen did you first meet Mr. Giancana? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Approximately when? 1940’s, 1950’s? 

Mr. Weiner. It could have been 1940’s. 

Mr. Wolf. What were the circumstances of your first meeting that 
you recall ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember ever meeting him for any particu- 
lar — I just knew who he was. 
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Mr. Wolf. Who introduced you to Mr. Giancana? 

Mr. Weiner. It could have been Mr. Alderisio. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever have business dealings with Mr. Alderisio? 
Mr. Weiner. Yes, 

Mr. Wolf. What were they ? 

Mr. Weiner. We were partners in some real estate at one time. We 
were partners involved in a shortening corporation. 

Mr. Wolf. What period of time were you involved with Mr. 
Alderisio? 

Mr. Weiner. I have known Mr. Alderisio since I was 13 years old. 
Mr. Wolf. What period of time were you partners with Mr. 
Alderisio in business ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. You mean the years in question ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. I was partners with him in 1956 to 1960. 

Mr. Wolf. What corporation were you partners in ? 

Mr. Weiner. A corporation called Twin Food Products. 

Ml*. Wolf. Are there any other corporations you were partners in 
with Mr. Alderisio ? 

Mr. Weiner. I am trying to think. We were involved in a real estate 
transaction. I don’t remember any other companies being involved. 

Mr. Wolf. When were you involved in a real estate transaction? 
Mr. Weiner. Around the 1960’s. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr. 
Giancana? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Giancana ever ask you to obtain bonds for any 
of his associates? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. James Fratianno ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever met with him ? 

Mr, Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. When did you meet with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. The last time ? I don’t remember. 
Mr. Wolf. What meetings with him do you recall ? 

Mr. Weiner. I am just trying to think. I met him in California. 
Mr. Wolf. When was that ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Approximately when ? 

Mr. Weiner. Ten years, fifteen years ago. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. What was your most recent meeting with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember that either. I don’t remember when 
I met him. 

Mr. Wolf. The only meeting with him you recall was in California ? 
Mr. Weiner. I know I met him a few times. I met him in Las Vegas. 
Mr. Wolf. How were you introduced to him? 

Mr. Weiner. Through Felix Alderisio who was a friend of his. 
Mr. Wolf. Did you know him socially ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever have any business dealings with him? 
Mr. Weiner. Never. 
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Mr. Wolf. Did he ever discuss Giancana and Mr. Roselli with you? 
Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Norman Rothman? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever been in Dallas, Tex. ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Were you ever in Dallas, Tex. in 1960 through 1963? 
Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so, no. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the most recent time you were in Dallas, Tex. ? 
Mr. Weiner. In the 1970’s, 1971 1 think. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the purpose of your trip to Dallas at that time ? 
Mr. Weiner. A friend of mine has a business there, a fellow by the 
) < me of Sol Aman. 

Mr. Wolf. What business was he in ? 

Mr. Weiner. He manufactures cooking machines. 

Mr. Wolf. 'What was the purpose of your visit ? 

Mr. Weiner. He owed me some money. He called me up and said 
he had it. I went and met him in Dallas and got it. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Joe Civello ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever heard that name before ? 

Mr. Weiner. Offhand, no. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Joseph Campisi ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever heard that name before? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. What other business dealings have you had in Dallas 
aside from the ones you have told us about so far? 

Mr. Weiner. I am trying to think. I don’t think I had any. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you familiar with a club in Dallas called the Dallas 
Cabana ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. One of your business associates is Mr. Sol Schwartz, is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Weiner. Right. No — yes. At one time we were involved in an 
agency. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the name of that agency ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t even remember that. 

Mr. Wolf. Was that Summit Fidelity and Surety Co. ? 

Mr. Weiner. We were involved in that agency, that is an insurance 
company. It was Summit Fidelity Insurance Agency of Illinois, I 
think was the name. It was an Illinois corporation. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you aware if Mr. Schwartz had any financial involve- 
ment with Dallas Cabana ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know about that. I don’t know what Dallas 
Cabana is. 

Mr. Wolf. Apart from the Jack Ruby phone call to you concerning 
his labor problems, were you familiar with the Carousel Club at all? 
Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Jack Ruby mention during that phone call the labor 
union with which he was experiencing difficulties ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember that. He might have. 



1060 


Mr. Wolf. Would it refresh your recollection if I said it was AGVA, 
American Guild of Vanety Artists? 

Mr. Weixer. It could have been. 

Mr, Wolf. Have you heard that name before ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr, Wolf. Have you ever had any dealings with that union? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you familial* at all with AGVA’s general procedures 
in 1963? 

Mr. Weiner. Who? 

Mr. Wolf. AGVA. 

Mr. Weiner. Na 

Mr, Wolf. Do you know any AGVA officers or representatives? 

Mr. Weiner, Not at all. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Johnny Gattanas? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. G-a-t-t-am-a-s. 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. James Henry Dolan ? 

Mr. Weiner. Wait. James Henry Dolan? 

Mr. Wolf. D-o-l-a-n. 

Mr. Weiner. I know a fellow by the name of Dolan. 

Mr. Wolf. Which Mr. Dolan do you know ? 

Mr. Weiner. A big fellow^ about 6 feet tall, 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know him? 

Mr. Weiner. I have taken him out on bond. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. That was maybe 15, 20 years ago. 
Mr. Wolf. Where was he from? 

Mr. Weiner. From Chicago. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever nave any subsequent dealings with Mr. 
Dolan ? 

Mr. Weiner. Not that I know of, other than take him out on bond 
whenever that was. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Ernest Fast ? 

Mr. AA'einer. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Alfred Kapper ? 

Mr. AAYiner. No. 

Mr. AYolf. Do you know Mr. Jimmy Allegretti ? 

Weiner. ^Ir. who ? 

Mr. AYolf. Jimmy Allegretti ? 

^Ir. AYeiner. Yes; I knew him. 

Mr. AA^olf. He is a friend of yours you grew up with ? 

Mr. AATuner. I think I knew him ail my life. 

Mr. AA'olf. Did you ever have any business dealings with him ? 

Mr. AATuner. No. 

Mr. AA'olf. Mr. Chairman, I think at this time it is appropriate for 
committee members to ask any questions they desire concerning the 
areas we have questioned on so far. 

Mr. Preyer. Do you have any questions ? 

Mr. Dodd. No. 

Mr. Preyer. 1 think we will wait until you have completed all your 
questions. 
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Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, during your discussions with Mr. Traffi- 
cante in Miami you testified that you discussed your pending indict- 
ment with Mr. Trafficante. 

Mr. Weiner. Probably. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you discuss the fact that Mr. Trafficante was also 
under investigation in conjunction with your indictment ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don't remember discussing that. As a result of my — 
no ; not that I know of, 

Mr, Wolf. Do you know Mr, Angelo Bruno? 

Mr. Weiner. The name does not strike a responsive chord in me. 

Mr. Wolf. Concerning your discussions with Mr. Shore and his ob- 
taining legal representation for Jack Kuby was that discussion in Los 
Angeles or Chicago ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don't remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Was that discussion within 1 month, 2 months, or 3 
months after Kuby shot Oswald ? 

Mr. Weiner. The last discussion I had with Mr. Shore was prior 
to my coming here. I told him why I was coming here. He reiterated 
that he had helped Earl Ruby obtain legal counsel or he was instru- 
mental in helping him, whatever it was, or he knew the attorney. I don’t 
remember. This was just 2 days ago, 3 days ago. 

Mr. Wolf. You have no recollection of how soon after Ruby shot 
Oswald that discussion was? 

Mr. Weiner. No. It had to be after that happened. I met Mr. Shore 
and discussed k with him, keeping abreast of what had happened to 
him. 

Mr, Wolf. Do you know Mr. Phillip Bosco? 

Mr. Weiner. Who ? 

Mr. Wolf. Phillip Bosco, B-o-s-c-o. 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. During 1970 did you ever meet Paul Roland Jones ? 

Mr. Weiner. Paul who? 

Mr. Wolf. Roland Jones? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever heard that name before? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Paul Labriola? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes; I have heard that name. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you Imow Mr. Labriola ? 

Mr. Weiner. 1 took him on bond. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that? 

Mr. Weiner. It had to be in the 1940’s. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever had any dealing with him subsequent to 
that time ? 

Mr, Weiner. No; and I am not looking forward to having any deal- 
ings with him. 

Mr. Wolf. But you have had no dealings with Mr. Labriola subse- 
quent to the 1940’s? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. What about Mr. James Weinberg ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know him ? 

Mr. Weiner. Just took him out on bond. 
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Mr. Wolf. Was that the same lime a^ Mr. Labriola? 

Mr. Wbiner. I don’t remember. They were always in trouble. 

Mr. Wolf. Did anybody specifically that you recall refer you to 
them ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. Somebody would have to refer them to me. 

Mr. Wolf. When they first approached you 

Mr. Weiner. It could have been throuorh an attorney. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you familiar at all with a move in late 1940 ’s from 
Chicago of individuals who were allegedly involved in organized 
crime ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Carlos Marcello? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever heard that name before? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever spoken with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf, Have you ever spoken with anybody who has stated he 
is a representative of Mr. Marcello ? 

Mr. Weiner. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Wolf. Have you ever met with Jimmy Hoffa? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. What were the circumstances of your first meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. Writing a bond for the Teamsters International under 
the Landrum-Griffin Act. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that? 

Mr. Weiner. It would be around 1959, 

Mr. Wolf. Who else was present at that meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. Probably Allen Dorfman. 

Mr. Wolf. Who introduced you to Mr. Hoffa ? 

Mr. Weiner. Allen Dorfman. 

Mr. Wole. What was discussed at that meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. Getting a bond placed. He was having a problem. 

Mr. Wolf Was it one bond? 

Mr. Weiner. It was a bond that covered the international. It cov- 
ered each officer of each local that represented, that was a memlier of 
the Teamsters International. 

Mr. Wolf. Was Mr. Bianca present at that meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know if he was present at that meeting. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you also have dealings with Mr. Bianca? Do you 
know him ? 

Mr. Weiner. Very well. 

Mr. Woij^. How did ynu knew him ? 

Mr. Weiner. Bianca was an attorney, president of the Summit 
Fidelity Insurance Co. that I did business with. 

Mr. Wolf. Allen Dorfman introduced yon to Jimmy Hoffa ? 

Mr. Weiner. Eight. 

Mr. Wolf. VTiat was the outcome of that meeting? Did your com- 
pany in fact write a bond ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. What corporation was that? 

Mr. Weiner. AVliat corporation did write the bond ? 
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Mr. Wolf. Yes. What corporation were you affiliated with at that 
time? 

Mr. Weiner. We started out with the Illinois, Then I took the busi- 
ness over, myself. 

Mr. Wolf. You incorporated your own agency? 

Mr. Weiner. I think I formed another agency called Titan Man- 
agement Corp. 

Mr. Wolf. Did that management corporation take over all the 
Teamster pension bonding at that time? 

Mr. Weiner. I received the commissions as a result of writing that 
bond in that agency. 

Mr. Wolf. Approximately how much did you receive in 
commissions ? 

Mr. Weiner. A couple hundred thousand dollars I guess. 

Mr. Wolf. Was that for the year 1959 ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. It was for the placement of that 
bond, the. period that I had anything to do with it. 

Mr. Wolf. Did your corporation continue to write bonds for the 
Teamsters ? 

Mr. Weiner. The corporation was just formed for the purpose of 
'•andling that. 

Mr. Wolf. Just for that one ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you have any other organization or agency which 
placed bonds for local Teamsters? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Subsequent to 1959 what was the next time you met with 
Jimmy Hoffa? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. It was all as a result of these place- 
ments of the bonds. I think I wrote a bail bond for him at one time. I 
think I wrote a bail bond for him in Chicago. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that? 

Mr. Weiner, When he was indicted in Chicago. I think I wrote a 
bail bond for him. 

Mr. Wolf. From the period 1959 through 1970 did yon continue to 
write bonds for the Teamsters Pension Fund ? 

Mr, Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Was this the only bond they placed? 

Mr. Weiner. This was a 3-year bond and I had something to do with 
it for about 18 months, 

Mr. Wolf. What terminated your involvement? 

Mr. Weiner. They just Avent elsewhere and the interpretation 
of the Labor Department had changed. Originally it was a faith- 
ful performance bond. Then it became an honesty bond. A faith- 
ful performance bond sort of guarantees judgment, also. When they 
changed their interpretation any company could write the bonds 
and they had no need for my services. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Paul Dorfman? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. How long have you known Paul Dorfman? 

Mr. Weiner. Since I was a little boy. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Paul Dorfman ever discuss his relationship with 
Jack Ruby? 
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Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Subsequent to Kuby shooting Oswald^ did Paul Dorf- 
man ever discuss Jack Kuby with you 

Mr. Weiner, No, never. 

Mr. Wolf. You never discussed your phone cal) with Jack Ruby 
with Paul Dorfinan'^ 

Mr. Weiner. Not that I remember. 

^Ir. Wolf. Did you ever have business lunches with Paul DorfmaiD 

Mr. WYiner. I met his son Allen through Paul. 

Mr. W"oLF. Are you familiar witli the W'aste HanJling Union in 
Ch icago? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. W^oLF. Did you know Paul Dortman was president of that nnioii 
in late 1940's? 

]\Ir. Weiner. Could ha ve been. 1 don't remember. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you aware of how Mr. Dorfman came to b' presi- 
dent of til at union ? 

Mr. WYiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. WJiat other meetings w^th Mi. IToffa subsequent to tlie 
1059 meeting did you have ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think T had any meetings with him after that. 

Mr. WYlf. That was your only meeting ? 

Mr. Weiner. I had a few meetings in ivlationship to the placement 
of the bond. WY might have met 10 or 15 times. We met in Detiodt, 
W^ashington, and Chicago. After the placement of the bond I never 
and after writing the bad bond when he was incarcerated in the peni- 
tentiary. 

Mr. W^OLF. Did you ever meet Irving Davidson ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don't know. I might have. 

Mr. Wolf. Ts that name familiar with you 'i 

Mr. W^EiNEP. It doesn't ring a bell. 

Mr, W^OLF. Do you know Mr. Hank Greenspun ? 

Mr, W’^EINFK. No. 

Mr Wolf. Did you ever meet with Air. Hoffa, Mr. Davidson, and 
Mr. Greenspun i 

Air. AVeiner. I don’t remember meeting, I don’t believe I ever met 
Mr. Greenspun. I don’t know if I met Mr. Davidson or not. Under 
no circumstances did I ever meet Air. IToffa otlier than airanging tlie 
bond or V^onds for him. 

Air. AVolf. During what j^eriod of time w ore your organizations ac- 
tive in placing bonds for local Teamster pension funds? 

Air. AA^ftner. Probably from I960 to 1963. 

Air. W’^OLF. I960 to 1963 ? 

Mr. AAYiner. Right. 

Mr. AV^olf. During that period of time how often would you say 
you met with Jimmy Hoffa? 

Air. AA^einer. Once 1 placed the bond I had no reason to meet with 
him. 

Air. AA'olf. How often did yon meet with Mr. Allen Dorfman dur^ 
i ’ig ( ] lat period of time ? 

All . AA EiN ER. Allen is a friend of mine. I can meet with him any time. 
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Mr, Wolf. Did you hav^e business dealings with Mr. Dorfman apart 
from the placement of the Teamster Pension Fund bonds ? 

Mr. Wkiner. Not really, no. 

.Mr. Wolf. Did you ever discuss with Mr. Dorfman Jimmy HotFa’s 
reiationshi]) with iiol^ljy Jvennedy' 

Ml . Weixek. I don't think so, no. 

Mr. WoiF. Did you evpr discuss with M^, Hoff a his attitude toward 
Hobby Kennedy '^ 

Mr. Wkixek. No. 

Mr. WoJ.F, Did you ever discuss with Mr. Dorfman his attitude 
loward the Kennedy administration!? 

Mr. Wejxer. I don’t know if I ever discussed it with him. No; I 
don't believe so. 

Mr AVolf. Did you ev(‘r discuss with Mr. Hofta his attitude toward 
die Kenncvly administration'^ 

Mr, IVeixer. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you aware of what the attitude of Mr. Hoffa was 
tow^ard Bobby Kennedy and the Kennedy administration? 

Mi Weiner. I don’t think he approved of him. I don’t think he ivas 
very happy with him. 

M w ^Vot.f. How were you made aware of that fact ? 

M'ruxFK. Just hy what I read, the fact that Kennedy had formed 
a Hoffa scjuad and Hoffa w ent to the penitentiary. 

Mr. WoiF. Mr. Dorfman w^as one of y^our closest friends and you 
never discussed this fact ? 

.Mr. IVeixer. I said he was a close friend. 

Mr. Wolf. But you never discussed his attitude 

Mr. Weixek. I don’t know if I did or not, 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever hear discussions at all wdth any individual 
«*on(‘crning the assassination of Bobby Kennedy ? 

Mr. Weiner. No; other than what I have read, just common 
know ledge. 

Mr. Wolf, (kunmon know ledge of w’’hat? 

Mr. Wetxer. After the assassination of Bobb}" Kennedy. 

?^Ir. M ^OLF. Tlid you ever hear discussions wnth any individual con- 
cerning the assassination of President Kennedy '? 

Mr. WmxER. Not really. 

Mr. AV OLF. Are you aw^are of any bonds that the Teamsters Union 
placed in Dallas, l ex., through your organizations? 

Mr. Weixek. I wouldn't know’ about that. You mean if we wrote 
honfh for Texas locals ? 

Mr. AVolf. Yes. 

Mr. AVeixer. It is very possible at that particular time, very 
possible. 

Mr. Woi.F. AVTat w^ould you say the aggregate number of bonds you 
wrote for the Teamster pension locals was? 

Mr. AVeiner. There are a thousand locals approximately and I might 
have w’rote the bonds for 60 or 70 percent of them. 

Mr. Wolf. W^hat would you say your total commission for writing 
those bonds was ? 

Mr. Weixer. The total I received? 

Mr. AYoi.f. The total that your company received ? 


44-105 0 - 79-68 
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Mr. Weixer. I don't know. There were two phases to the bonding of 
it. At one time we were accepting commissions from a group of com- 
panies and the commissions went into a bank account that guaranteed 
a loan to another insurance company and that insurance company 
defaulted and the bank took the commissions that were known as an 
earned basis. 

They took those commissions to pay off the loan and after that — the 
last 18 months is when I arranged for another group of companies to 
write the bond and I got all of the commissions. I don’t remember 
what was involved. 

Mr. Wolf. This is your best estimate of 

Mr. Weiner. The $200,000 that I received. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever tell Jimmy Hoff a that the Kennedy admin- 
istration was pressuring you to not write bonds for Teamsters officers 
or unions? 

Mr. Weiner. I might have said that. 

Mr. Wolf. What was Mr. Hofi'a’s reaction ? 

Mr. Weiner. I am sure he wasn’t too happy about it. I don’t re- 
member it. I might have said ‘‘you can expect it.” 

Mr. Wolf. Was the administration in fact pressuring you not to 
write bonds ? 

^Ir. Weiner. I believe it was. 

Mr. Wolf. Who in the administration was pressuring you ? 

Mr. Weiner. A man called me, I believe, a fellow by the name of 
Wally Sheridan at that particular time. I started to talk with him 
about the bonds over the telephone and I refused to talk to him. 

Mr. Wolf. What kinds of pressure was it ? 

Mr. Weiner. With the companies, companies and newspaper 
pressure. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that phone call from Mr. Sheridan? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember it. 

Mr. Wolf. What type of pressure did he allegedly put on the com- 
panies if they continued to write bonds ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. They would get in touch with the com- 
panies and ask a lot of questions and the companies didn’t want to be, 
didn’t like to be questioned. That was a form of pressure. There was a 
lot of newspaper publicity about it. Some companies shied away. 

Mr. Wolf. You discussed this with Mr. Hoff a ? 

Mr. Weiner. At the time, yes. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you aware of what activities Jack Ruby engaged in 
while he was in Chicago ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you know why Jack Ruby moved from Chicago to 
Dallas? 

Mr. Weiner. I have no idea. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know, in Chicago, Mr. Sol Polk? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Dave Yaras? 

Mr. Weiner. 1 know him, yes. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know Mr. Yaras? 

Mr. Weiner. I have known him all my life. I have known him 
since I was a boy. 
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Mr. Wolf. Is he a personal friend of yours? 

Mr. Weiner. I was friendly with him. I knew him. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you have anything to do with Mr. Yaras? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you see Mr. Yaras when you were in Miami during 
your indictment? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you see Mr. Yaras in Miami at any other time? 
Mr. Weiner. Probably. 

Mr. Wolf. Who did you meet with in conjunction with Mr. Yaras 
in Miami ? 

Mr. Weiner. It was an attorney friend of mine who has since passed 
away, Mr. Brodkin. 

Mr. Wolf. What was the occasion of that meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. My wife and he and his wife went to Florida. Mr. 
Yaras lived in Florida and we went out to dinner together. 

Mr. Wolf. At what time in Florida? 

Mr. Weiner. That would be in the early fifties, mid-fifties. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Lennie Patrick ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know Mr. Patrick? 

Mr. Weiner. I know him the same way, in the same neighborhood, 
since I was a kid. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr. 
Patrick? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. How often did you meet with Mr. Patrick ? 

Mr. Weiner. I met with Mr. Patrick, it would be accidentally. 

Mr. Wolf. Frequently? Not frequently? Once a year? 

Mr. Weiner. I never met with him. I never had a planned meeting 
with him. It would be just like running into him at a restaurant. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know if Mr. Jack Ruby knew Mr. Patrick? 

Mr. Weiner. I have no idea. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Barney Baker? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know Mr. Baker? 

Mr. Weiner. I know him through working for Allen Dorfman. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Dorfman introduce you to Mr. Baker? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember who introduced me to him. I think 
Paul Dorfmaii introduced me to Mr. Baker. 

Mr. Wolf. What period of time was that? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. 

Mr. Wolf. How often have you met with Mr. Baker? 

Mr. Weiner. I never met with Mr. Baker, a premeditated meeting. 
Never met with him. 

Mr. Wolf. Were you ever at any meeting that anybody else arranged 
with Mr. Baker? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr. Baker? 
Mr. Weiner. No; I haven’t. 

Mr. Wolf. Do yon know if Jack Ruby knew Mr. Baker? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t have any idea. 
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Ml-. W 01 ^. Have you ever heard that Jack Kuby called Mr. Baker? 
Mr. Weiner. I don't know that eitlier. 

Mr. Wolf. No one has ever informed you that Jack Ruby telephoned 
Mr. Baker ? 

Mr. ^V^EINER. No; nobody has. Wait a minute. That same newspaper 
man asked me about Barney Baker. 

Mr. Wolf. What was your response ? 

Mr. Weiner. My response was the same as it is now, 

Mr. Wolf. Ho you know Mr. Louis Kutner? 

Mr. Weiner. No, Kutner? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. AVeiner. That attorney in Chicago? 

Mr. AVolf. Yes. 

Mr. AAYiner. I donk think I know him. Years ago I might have done 
some business for him in relation to a bond, 

Mr. AA^olf. Do you remember what the bond was or who it was for ? 
Mr. AA^einer. I don't remember. 

Mr. AA^olf. Do you know Mr. Dusty Miller ? 

Mr. AVeiner. I met Mr. Dusty Miller. 

Mr. Wolf. How did you meet Mr. Miller ? 

Mr. AVeiner. It was in relation to the Teamster bond. 

Mr. Wolf. In 1959? 

Mr. AVeiner. Yes. 

Mr. AA^olf. AA^ho introduced you to Mr. Miller? 

Mr. AAYiner. I don’t know. It could have been — I don’t know. I don’t 
remember. 

Mr. AA'^olf. AVhat business dealings have you had with Mr. Miller? 
Mr. AAYiner. None. 

Mr. AA^olf. Did you talk to Mr. Miller concerning the placement of 
a bond? 

Mr. AVeiner. Probably at the time. 

Mr. AVolf. Did you ever discuss with Mr. Miller the problems Jimmy 
Hoffa was having with the Kennedy administration? 

Mr. AAYini:r. No; I just knew him superficially. 

Mr. AA^olf. Did Mr. Miller ever discuss Mith you Edward Grady 
Partin? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you ever meet Mr. Partin ? 

Mr. AA'einer. If I am not mistaken, Mr. Partin was from Florida. I 
think I had written a bond where Mr. Partin was an officer and I 
think there was a money discrepancy, that they were accusing Mr. 
Partin of taking some money, but I never heard any more, I got some 
letters from some attorneys, if I remember correctly, either represent- 
ing the union or the rank and file complaints about Mr. Partin. 

Mr. Wolf. When was that ? 

Mr. Weiner. That would have to be when I had the Teamster bond. 
Mr. Wolf. Have you ever met with Mr. Partin ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t believe I did. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Russell Matthews ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. David Elatkin ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 
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Mr. Wolf, Do you know Mr. Harry Hall, also known as Harry 
Haller'^ 

Mr. Weiner. I think I do. 

Mr. Wolf. How do you know Mr. Haller ? 

Mr, Weiner. I think I met him, it was in relation — I think I met 
him through one of the members of the Pension board, Teamster pen- 
sion board. I don’t remember. The name sounds familiar. 

Mr. Wolf. What were the circumstances of that meeting? 

Mr. Weiner. Just a casual meeting. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you say Teamster pension board ? 

Mr. Weiner. Pension fund, 

Mr. Wolf. Who on the pension board introduced him ? 

Mr. Weiner. I think it was a member from Ohio. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. What conversations do you recall you have had with Mr. 
Haller? 

Mr. Weiner. I never had any previous conversations other than gen- 
eral conversations, if that is the same fellow. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. Lawrence Meyers ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Ms. Jean West. 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Kuown as Jean Aase ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know Mr. James Braden ? 

Mr. Weiner. Who? 

Mr. Wolf. James Braden ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Where were you when President Kennedy was assas- 
sinated on N o vember 22 ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember whether I was in Chicago or Florida. 
I could have been in Florida at the time. 

Mr. Wolf. What were you doing in Florida at that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. Probably preparing for my legal matter with the 
attorneys. 

Mr. Wolf. Were you in Miami during the funeral of President 
Kennedy ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember if I was. 

Mr. Wolf. When you were in Cuba and you saw Mr. Trafficante 
at the casino, did you see Mr, Trafficante at any other time while you 
were in Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. I saw him in Florida. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you see Mr. Trafficante any other time in Cuba? 

Mr, Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you know Mr. Trafficante had been in prison while 
he was in Cuba ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Trafficante ever discuss that fact with you? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, going back to your placement of the Team- 
ster pension bonds 

Mr. Weiner. It was for every union employee or officer that had 
access to Teamster funds or property that belonged to the local union 
or international. 
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Mr. Wolf. That was an outgrowtli of tlie Landrum-Griffin Act? 

Mr. Weiner. That was the result of the Land rum -Griffin Act. 

Mr. Wolf. It was September 14, 1959, that the act passed? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember that. 

Mr. Wolf. You were in business with Mr. Allen Dorfman prior to 
the passage of that act ? 

Mr. Weiner. I was what ? 

Mr. Wolf. You were in business with Mr. Allen Dorfman prior to 
the passage of that act ? 

Mr. Weiner. As a matter of fact I wasn’t in business with him at that 
time. It was Sol Schwartz. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Allen Dorfman personally introduced you to Mr. 
Jimmy Hoff a ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Weiner. Correct. It could have been Paul Dorfman who intro- 
duced me to Jimmy Hoffa. 

Mr. Wolf. How shortly after passage of that act did you first meet 
with Jimmy Hoffa ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. When they needed the placement 
of the bonds. 

Mr. Wolf. Could it have been September 17, which would be 3 days 
after passage of the act ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t have any idea of the date. 

Mr. Wolf. Is it possible it was September 17 ? 

Mr. Weiner. It is possible. It could be any date in that area. I don’t 
remember when. 

Mr. Wolf. How did Mr. Dorfman choose you to place the bond that 
was necessary pursuant to that act? 

Mr. Weiner. Because I was in the bond business and I knew him and 
he introduced me to his son, Sol Schwartz, and we got together to 
try to place a bond. Apparently Mr. Hoffa contacted him. 

Mr. Wolf. You testified that your company wrote bonds for ap- 
proximately 18 months. 

Mr. Weiner. In a group of companies. 

Mr. Wolf. That you were affiliated with. 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Wolf. And would Central Casualty Co. be one of the com- 
panies? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes; Central Casualty. United Benefit Fire, and the 
Oxford Agency. 

Mr. Wolf. Oxford Agency? 

Mr. Weiner. The Oxford Agency is the agency that eventually got 
the commissions. 

Mr. Wolf. Was Cosmopolitan Insurance Co. one of them ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Wolf. What was Weiner-Volin Insurance Co. ? 

Mr. Weiner, That is an insurance agency, 

Mr. Wolf. Was that one of the companies ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. That is my partner and myself. 

Mr. Y OLF. After 18 months what were the chances that your cor- 
poration would no longer be writing bonds? 

Mr. Weiner. I forgot what happened at the end of the 18-month 
period. It seemed that one of the companies — in order to write that 
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bond you had to be qualified on the F ederal list. It seemed one of the 
lead companies — for some reason or other, because of interpretation 
of the financial statement by the Treasury Department it had taken 
them off the list and they had to put another group of companies 
together. 

I arranged for the second group of companies. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you affiliated with the second group of companies? 

Mr. Weiner. Just in the capacity of an agent placing the business. 

Mr. Wolf. How much were you paid to arrange for the second 
group of companies to write business ? 

Mr. Weiner. A couple of hundred thousand dollars I think, if I 
remember correctly, in that area. 

Mr. Wolf. Who were the primary officers of that second group of 
companies ? 

Mr. Weiner. The second group of companies was one company. It 
was called Eesolute Insurance Co. out of Hartford, Conn. They just 
reinsured with Lloyds. That was the extent of it. 

Mr. Wolf. Who were the individuals in Resolute Insurance Co.? 

Mr. Weiner. A fellow by the name of Lou Morganstem who has 
since passed away. He was the president and owner. 

Mr. Wolf. On the day of President Kennedy’s assassination do you 
recall how you first heard the news ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf. You don’t remember whether or not you were in Chicago 
or Miami at that time ? 

Mr. W EiNER. Where I was ? I don’t remember how I got the news. 

Mr. Wolf. Who was the first person you spoke to when you heard 
President Kennedy was assassinated ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t understand. 

Mr, Wolf. It was shocking. Most people remember where they were. 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember where I was at that time. I could have 
been in Florida. 

Mr. Wolf. What was your reaction upon hearing the news ? 

Mr. Weiner. Surprised, shocked, felt bad about it, the same as any 
other citizen would. 

Mr. Wolf, Do you know Mr. Ellis Gruber? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, you have stated that your one business 
dealing you recall in Dallas was with Mr. Sol Aman; is that correct? 
What was the nature of business you had with Mr. Aman ? 

Mr. Weiner. With Aman ? 

Mr, Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. He was in the building of cooking machines. 

Mr. Wolf. How did you first come in contact with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. With Mr. Aman ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. I met him in Chicago. 

Mr. Wolf. Who introduced you ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember how I met him, 

Mr. Wolf. Whnt tvne of bonds or business did you do with him ? 

Mr. Weiner. Did I do with him ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 
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Mr. Weiner. I had loaned him some money. As a matter of fact, he 
was in an executive placement, he had an executive placement business 
and I had 25 percent of it. 

Mr. Wolf. How much money did you loan him ? 

Mr. Weiner. The loan was actually a default on a loan that I guaran- 
teed at the bank for him. It was not a loan. He defaulted on a fund 
that I had paid off and that he was responsible for and then at a later 
date he called me and paid me the money. 

Mr. Wolf. He had a loan to the bank and you paid his loan to the 
bank? 

Mr. Weiner, I had guaranteed his loan at the bank. 

Mr. Wolf. How did you come to guarantee his loan to the bank? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Wolf, Had you known Mr. Aman before this ? 

Mr. Weiner. Oh, sure. I wouldn’t do it for a stranger. 

Mr. Wolf. How did you first come to meet him ? 

Mr. Weiner. I believe it was through an attorney by the name of 
Albert Shephard. 

Mr. Wolf. Wliere is that attorney located ? 

Mr. Weiner. Eight now he is in Los Angeles practicing law. 

Mr. Wolf. How much money was the loan for? 

Mr. Weiner. I think I guaranteed a $35,000 loan and I think I paid 
about $15 ; something like that. 

Mr. Wolf. What business dealings had you had with the insurance 
agent in Los Angeles prior to that ? 

Mr. Weiner, He was an attorney here first. He was an attorney in 
Chicago. You asked me where he was at right now. I said Los 
Angeles. 

Mr. Wolf. He was an attorney in Chicago ? 

Mr. Weiner. Sure. 

Mr. Wolf. That is why you guaranteed this loan ? 

Mr. Weiner. I guaranteed it for two reasons. One, we were friendly, 
and, two, I was sort of in business with him at the time and making 
some money with him. So I guaranteed the loan. 

]Mr. Wolf, Have you had any other business dealings with individ- 
uals in Dallas ? 

Mr. Weiner. Just with Aman. 

Mr. Wolf. None other? 

Mr. Weiner. None other, that I know of. 

Mr. Wolf. Do vou know Mr. Nofio Pecora ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. In vour discussions wi^h Mr. Trafficante did he ever dis- 
cuss with you the CIA plots against Fidel Castro? 

Mr. Weiner. I never had any discussions with Mr. Trafficante other 
than how are you and things of that sort. Never got involved with 
him in any wav. 

Mr. Wolf. Did he ever discuss with you these plots ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Did Mr. Giancana ever discuss the plots with you? 

Mr. Weiner. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Wolf. When did you first hear that Jack Kuby had shot Lee 
Harvey Oswald? 
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Mr. Weiner. When did I first hear it ? 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

Mr. Weiner. When he did it. 

Mr. Wolf. Where were you at that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don't remember where 1 was at that time either. I 
could have been in Florida or Chicago. 1 had to be in Florida because 
when he shot Oswald, I had to be in Florida at the time. 

Mr. Wolf. ^Vhy were you in Florida ? 

Mr. Weiner. Because they called my daughter right after that. 

Mr. Wolf. Your daughter called you in Florida ? 

Mr. Weiner. She didn’t know where I was at. I called her the 
following day. They might have called her the following day. 

Mr. Wolf. What was your first reaction upon hearing Jack Ruby 
shot Oswald ? 

Mr. Weiner. I didn’t believe it. It was beyond my comprehension 
as to how or why. 

Mr, Wolf. Did you speak to anybody about the fact that you knew 
J ack Ruby ? 

Mr. Weiner. I might have. 

Mr. Wolf. Whom might you have spoken to ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t have any idea. 

Mr. WoiiF. Did you speak to Mr. Alderisio ? 

Mr. Weiner. It could be. I don’t know. I don’t know if at that time 
I knew who Jack Ruby was. 

Mr. Wolf. Did you speak to Mr. Trafficante? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know if anybody hired Jack Ruby to kill Oswald? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. Do you know if anybody hired Lee Harvey Oswald to 
assassinate President Kennedy i 

Mr. Weiner. I wouldn’t know that either. 

Mr. Woi^\ To clarify the question I asked before, you answered the 
question concerning the Dallas Cabana Hotel, are you familiar with 
any financial arrangements for that hotel ? 

Mr. Weineji. No ; I am not. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you aware of the Cabana Hotel in Atlanta ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Wolf. You never heard of that hotel ? 

Mr. Weiner. I might have but I don’t remember hennng it. 

Mr. Wolf. Are you familiar with any financial arrangements for 
that hotel? 

Mr. W^EiNER. No. 

Mr. Woi^. Mr. Chairman, that concludes the questioning we have 
of this witness. Any questions that the committee members desire to 
ask at this time will be appropriate. 

Mr. Preykr. Mr. Weiner, you indicated that you talked to Mike 
Shore recently about his call from Ruby and that Ruby was asking 
him to get a lawyer for him in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Weiner. No; I spoke to Mike Shore 2 days ago and told him 
I would be in Washington and I told him what for. In telling him that 
I evidently triggered his memory and he told me, he repeated what 
he liad told me before, that he had helped arrange for the legal 
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defense of J ack Ruby through Earl Ruby, his brother, who had come 
to him. 

Mr. pREYER. Why would Ruby need a lawyer in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Weixer. Eventually I think the lawyer he hired was from San 
Francisco. I think that that is the attorney that Michael Shore knows. 
I am trying to think of his name. He was getting a lot of publicity and 
writeups. He was sort of a flamboyant character. I can’t think of his 
name but he was from San Francisco. He did I believe represent Ruby 
for a while and then withdrew, if I remember correctly. 

Mr. Preyer. Was his name Melvin L. Belli ? 

Mr. Weiner. That is his name. 

Mr. Preyer. Ruby was trying to get Belli to represent him ? 

Mr. Weiner. I think ^Michael Shore was instrumental. I believe he 
was, based on the conversation that I had with Michael Shore. 

Mr. Preyer. Did Michael Shore give you any indication of why 
Ruby would hire a west coast lawyer for himself in Dallas ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. If I would rationalize I would say that 
Earl Ruby probably heard of Melvin Belli and Michael Shore was 
a friend of Earl Ruby's and evidently Michael Shore helped try to 
arrange for Belli to represent him. This is what I gather out of my 
conversation with Michael Shore. 

Mr. Preyer. A month or a little more before the assassination of 
President Kennedy you received a call from Ruby as well as some of 
your friends, like Mike Shore, Barney Baker. 

Mr. Weiner. I never got a call from Barney Baker. I don't know if 
I received a call from Mike Shore at that time. 

Mr. Preyer. Ruby did call a number of your friends ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know that either. 

Mr. Preyer. There was no discussion betw^een you and your friends 
about Ruby’s problems ? 

Mr. Weiner. No; after everything happened naturally when some- 
body would meet we would talk about it at that particular time but 
I don’t remember any of my friends saying that Ruby called them. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Weiner, when Mr. Ruby called you I believe you said in answer 
to the counsel’s question that you recognized him, recognized his voice. 
Am I correct ? 

Mr. Weiner. I didn't recognize his voice. He introduced himself 
over the phone. “This is Jack Ruby, Earl Ruby’s brother.” I am assum- 
ing that is what happened at the time. I never knew Jack Ruby well. 
I never knew him socially or in any possible way. Our paths never 
crossed other than the fact he was Earl Ruby’s brother who was a 
friend of mine. 

Mr. Fithian. Did you know him in Chicago ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Fithian. How long before he called you on the labor problem 
did you say that you had known him in Chicago ? 

Mr. Weiner. I am assuming it was in the 1930’s, late 1930’s. Or a 
graduate from high school in 1934. It could have been prior to that, 

Mr. Fithian. Did you ever know Ruby and Allen Dorfman to be 
associated with one another, to be seen together ? 
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Mr. Weiner. No ; I believe that based on conversations I had after 
that and as a matter of fact I told Allen I was coming here, I had met 
with him and told him I was coming here, he never Ted me to believe 
that he knew Ruby or anything like that. 

Mr. Fithiax. Could you associate in your mind roughly — I know it 
has been a long time — can you associate in your mind roughly whether 
or not Ruby would have been in Chicago with the possibility of know- 
ing or associating with Dorfman prior to Dorfman’s difficulties which 
caused him to leave Chicago ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know that either. I have no way of knowing. 
Allen Dorfman was a young kid then, in his thirties. I think he is 
about 52 or 53. That would be a long time ago. 

Mr. Fithian. Would you again explain to the committee w^ you 
think that Jack Ruby called you ? This seems to be a minor difficulty 
that he is in, a little labor problem. 

Mr. Weiner. What he wanted to do with me was to try to get me — 
evidently he wanted to get an injunction against the other club. If I 
remember correctly he would have to put up a bond with the court in 
order to do that. 

Mr. Fithian. I understand that. It just seems a little difficult for 
me to grasp the argument that Ruby would have called you over this 
little difficulty or that Ruby would have tried to seek this fairly famous 
San Francisco lawyer. 

Mr. Weiner. I didn’t try to see him. His brother tried to see him as 
a result of Mike Shore. Mike Shore didn’t know Jack Ruby. He knew 
Earl Ruby. Earl Ruby was looking to retain counsel to help his 
brother. It wasn’t Jack Ruby that had any contact with Michael ^ore. 
I don’t believe Michael Shore even knew Jack Ruby. 

^Ir. Fithian. I guess my quandary still persists. Ruby’s problems 
seemed so small. 

Mr. Weiner. Wait a minute. I think we just got mixed up a bit. The 
reason that Earl Ruby was looking to retain counsel for him is because 
he killed Oswald. When Earl Ruby got involved with Michael Shore 
was after the slaying of Oswald. 

Mr. Fithian. I had to step out for a few minutes. T may have missed 
this. When Ruby called you, where were you living at that time ? 

Mr. Weiner. 7345 North Damen in Chicago. 

Mr. Fithcan. He called you from Dallas ? 

Mr. Weiner. I think he called me at my office or my home. I don’t 
remember. 

Mr. Fithian. He was calling from Dallas ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes ; he called from Dallas. 

Ml. Fithian. His difficulty was in Dallas ? 

Mr. Weiner. He called me. 

Mr. F ithian. Doesn’t that strike you as being a little curious that 
for someone who had, by your description, such a very casual knowl- 
edge or acquaintance with you, hadn’t seen you in 15 or 30 years per- 
haps, that he would : (a) know that you were in the business that you 
were in, in the bond business, and therefore were in a position to help 
him professionally; (b) know how to locate you; and (c) bothered 
to call somebody in Chicago when his little difficulty over an amateur 
stripper was in Dallas? That does not seem to be a very credible 
story. 
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Mr. Weiner. I don't care whether it is credible or not. That is 
exactly what happened. It was not incredible for a man like Ruby 
to hiss Oswald too but he did. Nobody would have dreamed that he 
would. 

Mr. Fithian. I guess what I am saying is, the difficulty I am having 
with the fact that he might have remembered. 

Mr. Weiner. He might have called his brother for help and his 
brother might have referred him to me. He never called me since. The 
only phone call he ever placed with me was the one Ave are talking 
about. 

Mr. Fithian. How well did you knoAv Earl Ruby ? 

Mr. Weiner. I went to school Avith Earl Ruby. I knew him fairly 
well, the same as you know somebody you went to school with, 

Mr. Fithian. Had you maintained a continuing relationship wit 
him or acquaintanceship with Earl Ruby after he Avent to school ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. If I would see him we would talk. 

Mr. Fithian. Where was Earl Ruby now during this period ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. 

Mr. Fithian. Was he in Chicago or San Francisco? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t knoAv where he was. I don’t know where Earl 
Ruby Avas. 

Mr. Fithian. Do you knoAv Earl Ruby better than Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. Sure. I didn’t knoAv Jack Ruby at all other than he 
was Earl’s brother. 

Mr. F ithian. I think those are all the questions I have. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Weiner, did your daughter have occasion to be in your office in 
Chicago from time to time ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Dodd. It Avould have been impossible for Jack Ruby to have 
called your office at the time to tiy to reach you. He must have called 
your home. 

Mr. Weiner. Jack Ruby never talked to my daughter. 

Mr. Dodd. He never talked to her at all ? 

Mr. Weiner. No. 

Mr. Dodd. So it could have been either the home or the office ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember which number he called. You have 
the number of it. 

Mr. Wolf, The phone number Avas SH 3-6865. 

Mr. Weiner. That would be my home number. 

Mr. Dodd. Is vour home phone number listed in the directory? 

Mr. TYeiner. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. What. Avas your relationship to Earl Ruby ? 

Mr. IVeiner. Just Avent to school with him and kneAv him. I had no 
relationship with him other than just knowing him and going to school 
with him. 

Mr. Dodd. I understand that from A'oiir testimony. I appreciate the 
relationship, hoAvever slight it may have been around 1963. Had you 
seen him recently, had you run into him ? 

]\Ir. Weiner. No. As a matter of fact I think I bumped into him 
in the gA'm one time prior to that I believe. It was the first ^ime I saw 



1077 


him for years and years. That had to be in the midrifties. That was 
the last time I saw him, I haven’t seen him since, I don’t think. 

Mr. Dodd. Did you inquire why J ack Ruby called you ? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know. 

Mr. Dodd. So there was really no relationship, to speak of, at all 
with Earl Ruby? By your own testimony there was none with Jack 
Ruby, in fact even less with Jack Ruby ? 

Mr. Weiner. Less with Jack Ruby, and I just knew Earl Ruby. I 
mean we were friendly. 

Mr. Dodd. Maybe you can appreciate my quandary. Why did a 
fellow living in Dallas, Tex., that you have not seen in years, have had 
no contact with, had minimal contact, and that is even exaggerating I 
think, with his brother, why did he pick up a phone and call you at 
home ? 

Mr. Weiner. I haven’t any idea. I am sure he made some phone calls, 
long distance phone calls, prior to calling me. Maybe from one of 
those — they have a record of that — maybe from that you could find out 
how he got to me. 

Mr. Dodd. What I am intrigued by is whether or not you would 
have been curious as to why he would have called you. 

Mr. Weiner. No. I was not at all curious. 

Mr. Dodd. It did not surprise you ? 

Mr. Weiner. No; because that was my business. My business was 
writing bonds. I would not be curious about anybody wanting a bond. 

Mr. Dodd. Calling you at home about writing a bond ? 

Mr, Weiner. I got calls any hour of the day or night at home. 

Mr. Dodd. Was it common practice to get calls at home? 

Mr. Weiner. Sure. I got oodles of calls at home. If I was not in the 
office, the service would tell them to call my home. 

Mr. Dodd. In your testimony earlier you indicated you had not been 
entirely accurate to a reporter who called you recently asking you 
similar questions about a telephone conversation with Jack Ruby. 

Mr. Weiner. I was as accurate as they were with me. 

Mr, Dodd. Are you saying in effect, Mr. Weiner, that you lied to the 
reporter ? 

Mr. Weiner. Any time I can. 

Mr. Dodd. You talked to Mr. Shore in the last week ? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. In your conversation with Mr. Shore in the last week did 
you discuss with him the alleged labor dispute that Jack Ruby was hav- 
ing at the time he made the phone conversation with you ? 

Mr. Weiner. No, I don’t believe I did. I just told him I was coming. 
I don’t remember if I did or not. 

Mr. Dodd. Why don’t you take a couple of minutes and think? 

Mr. Weiner. If you want me to say I did I will say I did, I don’t 
remember. Thinking about it would not help me. I don’t remember 
what I said to him. I might have gone through the whole bit with him, 
but I don’t remember if I did. 

Mr. Dodd. How long ago did you talk to Mr. Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner. Three or four days ago. 

Mr. Dodd. How long was the phone conversation ? 
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Mr. Weixer. I cloi/t know. There have been several phone conver- 
sations. It could have been short, it could have been long. I don’t know. 

Mr. Dodd. The last 2 or 3 days there have been several phone conver- 
sations 

Mr. Weiner. Since I got the subpena there have been several. It was 
not in relation to the subpena. 

Mr. Dodd. Plow many times have you talked to Mr. Shore ? 

Mr. Weiner. When I received this subpena — let me see what day I 
received it — I got this on May 4. Since May 4 I would say I spoke to 
Mr. Shore maybe seven or eight times, which ^s not unusual. 

Mr. Do HD. Your testimony to me right now is that you can’t remem- 
ber whether or not you talked about the alleged labor dispute that Jack 
E u b y c a lh‘ d you about ? 

Mr. W^.TNER. Eight. I don’t remember talking about that. I just 
remeiiibei* talking about that I am coming here in relation to the Jack 
Eubv thing and that he told me, “Yes, I tried to get him Melvin 
Bellu” 

Dodd, Did you discuss the Euby phone call to you at all in your 
corversation? 

Mr. Weiner. I said I might have or I might not have. I talked to him 
about it before. I don’t remember if I talked to him about this time. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you recall whether you told Mr. Shore what the sub- 
stance of that conversation was ? 

Mr. Weiner. Eepeat that question again. 

Mr. Dodd. Do you recall telling Mr. Shore what the substance of 
the Euby telephone call to you was ? 

Mr. Weiner. On the last occasion ? I don’t remember. If I did remem- 
ber, if I did say it I would say I said it. I don’t remember whether I 
said it or not because there would be nothing wrong in me discussing it 
with him, if I did. 

I am not trying to conceal anything. I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Dodd. You don’t remember ? 

Mr. Weiner. Xo; I don’t remember what I said to him at that par- 
ticular time other than just telling him I am coming he re. I might have 
went through the whole bit with him but I don’t remember doing it. 

Mr. Dodd. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

You mentioned Jack Euby called you at your home telephone. Do 
you recall what your business phone number was at that time in 1963? 

Mr. Weiner. Yes. Harrison 427^848, the same number. 

Mr. Preyer. Did you have access to any other business phones at that 
time, any other business phone numbers he might have called you at? 

Mr., Weiner. I don’t remember if I did or not. I am sure he would 
not call me at any other number either than those two numbers, at 
home or the bonding company. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Weiner, let me go back to that phone conversation. If 
I were to tell you that Jack Euby made the phone call to you around 
noon on a Wednesday at your home, I presume you would not quarrel 
with that? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t know if that is a fact or not. 

Mr. Dodd. Was there any record of a phone call to your office, the 
secretary or someone referring him to you at home? 
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Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember that either. I don’t remember that. 
My recollection is that he called and I wasn’t at the number that he 
called and I had called him back. That is my recollection. 

Mr. Dodd. Did Mr. Shore at any time ever discuss with you any 
phone conversation he had had with Jack Ruby around the same time 
that you received your phone call ? 

Mr. Weiner. As far as I understood, Mr. Shore didn’t know Jack 
Ruby, 

Mr. Dodd. So at no time at all has Mr. Shore ever said anything to 
you about any phone conversation or phone call he ever received from 
Jack Ruby? 

Mr. Weiner. Right, He never said anything about that to me. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Weiner, I am going to state to you as a matter of fact 
that on October 25, 1963, at 10:09 a.m. in the morning Jack Ruby 
called Mike Shore at a New York City hotel and talked to him for 18 
minutes. On October 26 at 10:17 in the morning Jack Ruby called 
Mike Shore in Los Angeles, On October 30, 1963, Jack Ruby sent Mike 
Shore a special delivery letter. On October 30, 1963, Jack Ruby called 
Mike Shore and spoke to him. 

On October 31, Jack Ruby called Mike Shore and spoke to him again. 
Has Mr. Shore ever at any time at all told you of his conversations with 
Jack Ruby? 

Mr, Weiner. I will tell you again, absolutely not. 

Mr. Dodd. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Wolf. 

Mr. Wolf. Mr. Weiner, if I could ask you one question. You stated 
Jack Ruby asked for a bond in conjunction with a proposed injunction 
concerning the labor problems he had. Did Ruby ask you for any help 
to deal with the labor problems he was having? 

Mr. Weiner. I don’t remember. He might have. I don’t remember. 

Mr, Wolf. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Preyer. If there are no further questions the committee will 
excuse Mr. W einer at this time. . 

Under our rules after completion of the questioning each witness is 
entitled to 5 minutes to say whatever he chooses to say or explain 
anything in his testimony that he wishes to explain further. 

So at this time we will make that offer to you if there is anything 
further you wish to say. 

Mr. Weiner. Goodby, gentlemen. That is all I am saying. Have 
a good day. 

Mr. Preyer. We will excuse Mr. Weiner at this time. Mr. Weiner, 
I will }Doint out to you that, like all of our witnesses, you are under 
continuing subpena in this case. 

Mr. Weiner. OK. I am available. 

Mr. Preyer. The committee will recess for about 5 minutes. 

[A brief recess was taken.] 

G. Jack Ruby Chronologies : 1940-64 and November 22-24, 1963* 
(1366) 1940 to 1964. 


♦Prepared by Donald A. Purdy, Jr., senior staff counsel and Beth Anne 
Lichtenfels, document clerk. 
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Date Event 


Source 


1940 


1942 


May 21, 1943 

May 28, 1943 

June 4-9, 1943 

June 7, 1943 

June 10, 1943.. 

Late summer 1943 
until June 14, 1944. 
Sept. 5, 1943 to Feb. 
15, 1944. 

Fall 1943 

1944 

August 1942/43 

October 1946 


August 1947. 


1948. 

1948. 


1950. 

1951. 


1951 


June 13, 1951.. 
July 20, 1951.. 

November 1951 

1951 to 1956... 

1952 

1952 

1952 

19:2 

Aug. 11, 1953.. 


1953 

Mar. 17, 1954. 


Feb. 11, 1954 

Dec. 7, 1954 

1955 


Nov. 3, 1955. 


Dallas County Sheriff Steve Guthrie said in the 1960’s: “Whenever I Vol. 22, p. 297. 
wanted to find anyone from the syndicate, I went to Ruby's Silver 
Spur." 

The members of the Cosa Nostra who hung out at Jack’s place in the 
1940’s included Chicago mobsters Murray (the Came!) Humphreys, Pat 
Manno, Danny Lardino, Jack (Romeo) Knappi, who was a nephew of 
Frank (the Enforcer) Nitti. 

Guthrie gets Paul Rowland Jones indicted for attempting to bribe 
Guthrie in 1947. 

Paul Rowland Jones, a member of the Chicago syndicate, has a 30 percent Vol. 22, p. 297. 
interest in Southwestern Amusement Co., Western Amusement Co. and 
Delta Amusement Co. which operate gambling, slot machines, and juke 


boxes in Dallas. 

Jack Ruby’s Fingerprints are sent to U.S. Army, Chicago CD 856:83, 

Jack Ruby enters U.S. Air Corps until Feb. 21, 1946 CD 1, FBI Report, 

vol. 5, p. 5. 

Ruby Is in USAF, Camp Grant, III CD 856:83, 

Ruby apolies for National Service Life Insurance CD 323:1. 

Ruby is In MP RTC, Keesler Field, Miss.. CD 856:83. 

G. W. Fehrenbach says Jack Ruby attends 2d meeting of CP in Muncie, Ind. Vol. 15, p. 308. 

Ruby is in USAF, Seymour Jackson Field, N.C. CD 856:84, 

Eva Grant is running a kitchen for Frankie Dolan in Los Angeles CD 84, p. 26. 

Lifetime gambler Meyer Panitz moves to Dallas CD 84, p, 106. 


Eva Grant first comes to Dallas (no reason given, no indication of who knew CD 84:136. 
she was coming or why). 

Ruby builds log cabin across the street from Mr. and Mrs. Yates (Log CD 4, p. 410. 

Cabin nightclub)? Visits it mostly on weekends and entertains mostly 
men. 

Jack Ruby occupies a room in a Chicago hotel where Paul Rowland Jones, Vol. 22, p. 307. 
John Melton, Maurice C. Melton, and Taylor Crossland are meeting. 

Ruby denies meeting these men. 

Ralph Paul operates the Blue Bonnet Bar in the Blue Bonnet Hotel at Vol. 14, p. 136. 

1300 Commerce near the Santa Fe Bldg, in 1948. 

Eva Grant says Jack came to Dallas in April or May 1948. She leaves CD 84, p. 136. 

Dallas for the west coast, returning to Dallas 2 or 3 times. She makes 
her home in Dallas as of April 1959. 

Jack Ruby is on file with the Dallas Credit Bureau— unsatisfactory credit CD 4, p. 158. 
rating. 

Jack Ruby resides at YMCA and is operating the Silver Spur at 1717 Vol. 23, p. 58. 

South trvay St. Ruby's left forefinger is bitten off in a brawl with 
Willis D. Dickerson at the club. 

Mrs. Alice Nichols thinks Jack Ruby bought Bob Wills Ranch House (and CD 4, p. 283. 
loses it in spring 1952). Claims it was too expensive to operate, and 
he did not have a partner in the operation of the Silver Spur or Ranch 
House. 

Dallas Retail Merchants Credit Association believes Jack Ruby owns CD 4, p. 589. 

Silver Sj.ur and Ranch House. 

Ralph Paul has been the owner of Blue Bonnet Bar since November 1948. CD 4, p. 603. 

Paul says he is married. 

Ralph Paul resides at 2026 Wilbur, Dallas CD 4, p. 603. 

Mrs. Harry B. Hammond operates Sue’s Used Car Lot, 3400 Live Oak. Ray CD 4, p. 317. 

Brondo (a.k.a. “Luck Moran") from San Antonio is a sales manager. 

Jack sold Silver Spur to Rocky Robinson who formerly operated a club CD 4, p. 284. 
on Home Rd. 

Jack owned Hernando’s Hideaway for a short time CD 4, p. 284. 

Jack Ruby is the manager for Hyman Fader at Bob Will’s Ranch House... Vol. 22, p. 333. 
Jack Ruby, still in residence at the YMCA, is operating the Silver Spur Vol. 22, p. 335. 

night club. Joe Bonds sells his interest in the Vegas Club to Ruby. 

Ruby meets bond bailsman Max Rudberg when getting a girl out of jail. Vol. 23, p. 374. 

FBI SA R. J. Miles is present at Vincent Lee's office. Lee tells Ruby that 
he’ll have to post bond to guarantee the girls' salaries. 

Alice Nichols thinks Ruby buys the Vegas Club from Abe Weinstein with a CD 4, p. 284. 

2,500 loan from Ralph Paul. 

Jack Ruby applies for a dance hall license and reveals himself to be the Vol. 26, p. 560. 
sole owner and operator. He shows that he is operating and has an 
interest in Hernando's Hideaway at this time. 

Irving Alkani. sells Jack Ruby his remaining two-thirds interest in the Vol. 22, p. 336. 
Vegas Club. 

DPD furnishes information to the FBI on Joe Bonds (Joseph Locurto) for CD 1102, p. 1. 

White Slave Traffic Act, but United States does not prosecute. 

Sam Rubenstein says Jack Ruby sold Silver Slipper to Rocky Robinson, CD 4, pp. 187-190. 
previously in business in Dallas. Robinson Is unable to get a license, 
and the business is closed. Sam Rubenstein says Jack is associated with 
John Jackson of Jackson, Miss., in Min-Iron, and with Martin Gimple in 
prefabricated log cabins, with a demonstration cabin built at Grapevine 
Lake. Sam Rubenstein says Jack is widely known by Dallas doctors. He 
also says Jack borrowed $5,500 from him in 1955; in 1956 he sues Jack 
for repayment. Jack makes the last repayment in 1958 and still owes 
$1,300. 

Jack Ruby changes his name from Rubenstein Vol. 22, p. 493. 
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Date Event Source 

1955 Shortly after 1956, Sam Rubeirsteln retained MarvktC.Sctnvlfr, attorney, CD 86ri». 238. 


to draw up incorporatten papers for manufacturing of plastk novelty 
items and to collect approximately SI, 000 owed Sam Jack. Jack came 
to talk to Schwiff about the $1,000. Jack remained in SchwifTs office 
approximately 10 minutes and spent most of the time yelling curse 
words at him. After Ruby departed, SchwifTs associate, Neil B. Wheeler, 
entered the ofTice and advised Schwiff that Ruby was on the sidewalk 
outside still yelling curse words. 

1955. Jack Ruby is living at 1719^ South Ervay St. He has been operating the Vol. 22, p. 339. 

Silver Spur for eight years. 

Jan.(?), 1955.. James Ecford Breen, a cabdriver, brings Ruby to meet ‘'wife” Eileen Vol. 23, p. 369. 

Curry at Gaston apartment they rented in December 1955. Eileen Curry 
is to have 2 prostitutes in Statler-Hilton, which is nearing completion. A 
few days later. Ruby and a short, dark, white male return to take Breen 
to see motion pictures of border guards, narcotics agents, Mexican 
contact. 

Feb. 29, 1956 Jack Ruby applies for dancehall license for Vegas Club Vol. 26, p. 560. 

Mar. 15, 1956 Jack Ruby has a teleohone installed at 3929 Rawlins, apartment L. Vol. 25, p. 248. 

LA 8-4775 is installed at the Vegas Club Vol. 25, p. 249. 

Jack Ruby's sister, Eva Grant, is living at 3929 Rawlins, apartment 1... Vol. 26, p. 560, 

1956 Alice Nichols thinks Jack manages Little Daddy Nelson, a dancer and CD 4, p. 287. 

drummer black boy. He takes him to Chicago. 

1956 Sam Ruby says he is suing Jack over the $5,500 loan of previous year CD 4, p. 188 

1958 Rumor: An FBI T-2 (Blaney Mack Johnson) that Ruby allegedly was CE 3063. 

part owner of planes and involved in gunrunning to Cuba in the early 
part of 1950’s. 

Nov. 18, 1958___ Dun & Bradstreet show $7,336 in tax liens and judgment against Ruby Vol. 22, p. 339. 

Jan. 1, 1959. Ruby is listed in the Dallas City directory as residing at 4156 Hawthorne Vol. 25, p. 165. 

with Johnney Meyers. 

Jan. 3, 1959- Ruby moves into apartment 105, 4727 Homer, TA 7-9883 Vcl. 25, p. 166. 

Mar. 11, 1959__ Special Agent Charles Flynn of the FBI interviews Jack Ruby and asks him Dallas PD No. 22255.* 

to be an informant. 

May 1959 Elaine Meyer takes message from Jack Ruby in Dallas to Lewis McWillie CD 84, pp. 215-216. 

in Cuba: “tell McWillie that Sparky from Chicago is coming." He men- 
tions about 5 letters and numbers which are a coded message. McWilLe 
responds to the message, “He is nuts.” She said the message had word 
arriving in it. She also claims to have seen Ruby and McWilliefrequently 
at the Dallas airport. She delivered the message in Havana; although 
hers was strictly a pleasure trip. 

April 1959 DPDreceivesletterfromtheOklahoma City Police Department that Dallas CD 4, p. 155. 

gambler Sidney Siedbond has been arrested there with a list of names 
and telephone numbers, Including Jack Ruby. 

June 20, 1959. DPD arrests Ruby for dancehall violation at the Vegas Club Vol. 22, p. 343. 

July 7, 1959 FBI contacts Ruby for the 5th time for information CD 732. 

July 9, 1959 DPD teMs the FBI that Ruby’s name is found among those of other Dallas Vol. 23, p. 166. 

gamblers, etc., on a Dallas gambler arrested in Oklahoma City on Apr. 2, 

1959. 

1959_ James E. Dunne II, president of International Life Insurance Co., Austin, CD 4, pp. 385-387. 

Tex., in the summer of 1959. 

Sept. 7, 1959 Mrs. Alice Nichols states that Ruby went to Cuba around Labor Day in 1959. Vol. 14, p. 114. 

Sept. 12, 1959. INS says Ruby leaves Miami for Cuba on Sept. 12, 1959 Vol. 22, p. 859. 

Sept. 13, 1S59. INS says Jack Ruby returns to New Orleans from Cuba on Sept. 13, 1959. . Vol. 22, p. 859. 

1959 Late 1959, Slayton got James E. Dunne tc put up $5,000 for the Sovereign Vol. 23, p. 59. 

Club. Just before the Sovereign Club opened, the DPD raided several 
private clubs, and this made memberships hard to obtain. Ruby agreed 
to put up $5,000, and the Sovereign Club was incorporated. Ruby says 
that the $5,000 came from a Chicago brother. Slayton believes it was 
really Ruby’s money and he wanted to protect it from claims by the IRS. 

1959 Joe Slayton got $5,000 from James E. Dunne to start Sovereign Club Vol. 22, p. 917. 

Nov. 10, 1959 Telephone Rt 7-2362 is installed at 1312H Commerce, the site of the Sov- Vol. 25, p. 241. 

ereign Club and subsequent Carousel Club. This same number Is used 
in Nov. 22, 1963, at the Carousel Club. 

Dec. 1, 1959 A 5-year lease on 1312J^ Commerce is signed by Jack Ruby and Joe Vol. 23, p. 145. 

Slayton. 

Dec. 7, 1959 The Sovereign Club is chartered. Before it opened in January or February Vol, 22, p. 917. 

1960, Dunne says that Slayton brought Jack Ruby in for $10,000. 

Earl Ruby says he loaned Jack Ruby and Ralph Paul $6,000; the club folded Vol. 14, p. 382. 
within 6 months, and Ear! Ruby took a $6,000 loss on income tax, I960. 

Slayton says that the Sovereign Club opened in late January or early Feb- Vol. 23, p. 59. 
ruary and that business was so poor that the club was failing. 

Slayton says that the DPD raided several private clubs at this time, and Vol. 22, p* 917. 
this makes memberships hard to sell. 

Jan, 19, I960-- A prizefighter accompanied by Ruby and a police officer were remembered Vol. 26, p. 499. 

by Ray Brantley about a gun purchased by Ruby. 

Jan. 1, 1960 Ruby is living at the Continental House, apartment 105, 4727 Homer Vol. 26, p. 561. 

March 1960 Ruby applies for a dancehall license for the Vegas Club.. Vol. 26, p. 560. 

March 1960 (61) Jack's brother Sam Rubenstein and Robert Eisman dissolve their partner- Vol. 21, p. 376. 

ship in a washeteria on South Ervay. 

Apr. 5, 1960 Ruby goes to Dallas Internal Revenue Service to make his monthly $200 Vol. 23, p. 277. 

payment on back taxes. 

Apr. 18, 1960 Ruby signs his tax return which has been prepared by Alexander Grant Vol. 23, p. 232. 

April 1960 Accountant Rita Smukar handles records for the Vegas Club for Ruby since Vol 22, p. 335. 

1958. She quits this accounting firm (Alexander Grant) and knows 
nothing of Ruby since this time. 

See footnote at end of table. 


44-105 0 
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Date Event 


Source 


April to December 1960. Jewel Brown says she danced at the Sovereign Club for 7 months. 


June 20, I960.. Ruby and the Sovereign Club sign a lease 

J une 30, 1960 Ruby owes IRS S17.542 for excise and withholding taxes 

Aug. 20, 1960 Ruby is arrested by Dallas police for a dancehall violation at the Vegas 

Club and is fined S25. 

Sept. 16, 1960 Mickey Cohen is indicted for tax evasion 

Sept. 21, I960.. The only large deposit, S3, 000, is made in the S & R Corp. bank account. 

It is made by Earl Ruby. 

Sept. 23, 1960. A check for SI, 000 is honored on the S & R Corp. account 

September 1960 Ralph Paul helps Jack after he buys Slayton's interest in the Sovereign 

Club (a private club) and changes it to the Carousel Club (a public 
bu'lesque house). 

Sept. 21, 1960 A check for S2,000 is honored on the S & P Corp. account 

Oct. 6, 1960 Ruby has a memo in his car on Nov. 24, 1963, which lists sums of money 

on a monthly basis, amounting to $5,050 beginning in September 1960 
and ending in February 1961. This month's entry says "Oct. 6, 1960— 
$500, 1960— $500." 

Dec. 6, I960... Jack Ruby's memo has an entry for Dec. 6, 1960 — $500 

January 1961 Breck Wall and Joe Peterson produce a floor show at the Sovereign Club 


for Ruby. Wall and Peterson work at the club for 8 weeks, leaving when 
Ruby reneges on an agreement drawn by his attorney, Vic Victorson, 
which would have given them a part ownership of the club. The only 
Victorson in the phone book is Attorney S. M. Victorson (1963 Dallas 
phone directory). Wall does not speak to Ruby for about 6 months until 
September 1961. Ruby is in the process of changing the Sovereign Club 
(a private liquor-drinking allowed club) into the Carousel Club, a public 
(beer only) burlesque house. Nancy Perrin Rich tells of meetings in 
August and September 1961 attended by Jack Ruby and others to plan 
gunrunning to Cuba. Mrs. Rich mentions Attorney Sy Victorson as a 
person she knows well. Ralph Paul helps Jack after he buys Joe Slayton 
out and changes the Sovereign Club into the Carousel Club. Jack Ruby’s 
brother, Earl Ruby, came to Dallas from Chicago to recover Marion 
Carroll’s loan of the fall or early winter of 1960. Earl Ruby loaned Jack 
some money, and the Sovereign Club was changed into the Carousel 
Club. Eva Grant says that prior to 1959 Earl Ruby loaned Jack some 
money ($8,500) for the organization of the S & R Corp. with Ralph Paul, 
Leo Tort! and Joe Slayton. Earl Ruby says that their brother, Sam, left 
Chicago to go to Dallas and assist Jack in 1961. 


Jan. 1, 1961 Texas Liquor Control Board shows the Sovereign Club, Inc., 1312>^ 

Commerce St., on the private club rerister. 

Jan. 2, 1961 Dallas gambler, Lewis McWillie, Ruby’s friend, leaves Cuba 

Jan. 3, 1961 Cuba breaks diplomatic relations with the United States 

Jan. 5, 1961 Ruby's memorandum, found in his car Nov. 24, 1963, lists sums of money 

on a monthly basis, amounting to $5,050, beoinning in September 
1960 and ending in February 1%1; it has an entry for Jan. 5, 1961— 
$500. 

Jan. 30, 1961 Ibid., Jan. 30, 1961-$500... 

Feb. 21, 1961 The S & R Corp., d.b.a. the Carousel Club, applies for a beer license. It 

lists Ralph Paul, Jack Ruby, and Sam Ruby as officers. 

March 1961 Ruby’s brother, Sam, and Robert Eisman dissolve their partnership in 

the washeteria at 1713 South Ervay. 

Do Stripper Tami True vets a job at the Carousel Club through Shari Lynn 

and works there through the summer of 1962. 

Mar. 21, 1961 This is the last time Ruby went into his lockbox at the Merchants State 

Bank. He had the box on Nov. 24, 1963, but it was empty when checked. 

Mar. 31, 1961 Ruby owed the IRS $19,578 

May 1961 Nancy Perrin Rich works for the Carousel Club as a bartender 

Do Buddy (W. E.) works as a singer and comedian at the Carousel Club for 

4 to 5 weeks. 

Do H. D. Bostick, 617 Cheyenne Rd., Dallas, works as a bartender and door- 

man at the Carousel Club. His wife, Norma Jean, works as a dancer and 
cashier. 

Do — Ruby gets a beer license for the Carousel Club. Buddy King was MC at the 

time. 

Do Dallas police officer Harry Olsen meets Jack Ruby. Olsen knew of Jack's 

Cuban trip and thought it was for the purpose of obtaining nightclub 
acts. 

Do Ruby signs a tax return prepared by Fred M. Schreiner, 4515 Live Oak, 

Dallas. 

June 1961 Gambler Lewis McWillie goes to Lake Tahoe from Florida and stays over- 

night with Ruby in Dallas. 

Do. - Kathy Kay Coleman moves to Dallas. She is a Carousel Club stripper in 

1963 and dates Dallas police officer Harry Olsen. 

Do.- Jack Ruby is reported to be at a Honolulu nightclub with 1 man from 

Dallas and 1 man from Chicago. 

June 23, 1961 Ruby owed the IRS $18,879.05 

July 17, 1961 S & R Corp. forfeits right to do business in Texas 

July 1961... Ruby’s sister, Eva Grant, moves into 3929 Rawlins, apartment 1. Jack Ruby 

never lives there. 

Do.- Kathy Kay Ccleman starts to work as a stripper at the Carousel Club. She 

works on and off until Nov. 22, 1963. 


Vol. 25, p. 338. 

Vol. 23, p. 144. 

Vol. 23, p, 308. 

Vol. 22, p. 343. 

Conspiracy of death, 
p. 103. 

Vol. 23, p. 138. 

Vol. 23, p. 138. 

Vol. 14, p. 142. 


Vol. 23, p. 138. 
Vol. 22. p. 509. 


Vol. 22. p. 509. 

Vol. 14, pp. 143, 340, 
457, 491, 494, 601, 
616, 617; vol. 21, 
p. 381. 


Vol. 22, p. 506. 

Vol. 23, pp, 162, 171. 
Vol. 23, p. 171. 

Vol. 22. p. 509. 


Vol. 22, pp. 343, 509, 
928. 

Vol. 22, pp. 343, 509, 
928. 

Vol. 14, p. 498. 

Vol. 15, p. 406. 

Vol. 23, p. 61. 

Vol. 23, p. 309. 

Vol. 14, p. 340. 

Vol. 25, p. 345. 

Vol. 25, pp. 357-358. 


Vol. 22, p. 343. 

Vol. 14, pp. 621, 639. 


Vol. 23, p. 220. 

Vol. 23, p. 172. 

Vol. 14. p. 642. 

Vol. 22. p. 869. 

Vol. 23, p. 310, 
Vol. 23, p. 29. 
Vol, 25, p. 165. 

Vol. 14, p. 642. 



Date 


Event 


Source 


Sept. 12 , 1961 


Oct. 26, 1961 . . 
November 1961 


December 1961 


January 1S62 

Jan. 16, 1S62. 
Jan. 29, 1S62. 
Feb. 14, 1962. 
March 1962... 


March/April 1962. 


Mar. 24, 1962. 
Mar. 28, 1962. 
Apr. 1, 1963_. 

May 1962.... 

May 5, 1962.. 


May 19, 1962 
June 1962... 


July 1, 1962 


July 4, 1962.... 
August 1962-.-. 

Summer 1962... 

Aug. 10, 1962... 
Aug. 29, 1962... 

Do 

September 1962 


October 1962 

October 1961. 
October 1962. 


Oct. 20, 1962... 
Sept. 7, 1962... 
Nov. 1, 1962.... 
Nov. 9, 1962... 
Nov. 13, 1962.. 

Do 

November 1962 


Fall 1962 


George Senator, who is Jack Ruby's roommate on Nov, 24, 1963, is ar- 
rested on a drunk and disordetly charge. Senator says that he and an- 
other "chap" crossed the street against the light. They had been drink- 
ing in a lounge and were going for coflee and something to eat. 

Jack Ruby owed the IRS $20,826 

Totiy Boland starts working as the bouncer at the Carousel Club, in addi- 
tion to his bouncer job at the Vegas Club, which he started in October 

1961. He works at the Carousel until February 1962. 

Dallas police officer Harry Olsen says that on Dec. 12, 1963, that he has 
known Jack Ruby for 2 years, which would have placed the meeting in 
December 1961. (In vol. 14, on p. 621, Olsen said he met Ruby in May 
of 1961.) ' 

Ruby's good friend Martin Gimple dies of a heait attack in Chicago where 
Eva Grant says he works for the Post Office. 

Dallas IRS agent talks with Ruby over the phone 

Dallas IRS agent talks to Ruby by phone. He owes the IRS $20,676. 73. . 

Ruby goes to the Dallas IRS office.. 

W. W. Litchfield, who has served 2 jail terms for hot checks and vagrancy, 
goes to work for the Spencer International Press selling books in the 
Dallas- Fort Worth area until May 1963, when he is transferred to San 
Jose, Calif. 

Ruby and George Senator have been living at the Carousel Club since 
November 1961. They move to 500 South Marsalis apartment, and Sen- 
ator stays there with Ruby until leaving in August 1962, Senator says 
that he worked at the Carousel as a doorman from March until August 

1962. 

Ralph Paul, Ruby's silent partner, buys a 1962 Cadillac for $5,925 

Ruby owes the IRS $39,190 

Earl Ruby sends a telegram to Havana (one source says Earl cannot re- 
member having sent a telegram to Havana). 

Thomas S. Palmer, becomes the AGVA Dallas branch manager, succeeding 
Alton Sharpe. 

Andrew Armstrong, who was released from prison after serving a narcotics 
conviction, starts working for Ruby as bartender and assistant manager 
at the Carousel Club. 

Ruby signed his 1961 income tax return which had been prepared by 
Bob Weaver. 

Roy William Pike (a.k.a. Mickey Ryan) meets Ruby at the Carousel Club. 
Pike has been in and out of Dallas for 10 years. He asks Jack for a job 
under the name of Mike Ryan, 

Stripper Julie Taylor works for 5 weeks at the Carousel Club. Her husband 
is the master of ceremonies (Rickey Case). She thinks she worked from 
the middle of July until August. She recalls a party for the club employ- 
ees it Ruby’s home. 

Fisher, who is an alcholic, says that Ruby has a party at his apartment for 
his employees. 

Senator moves from Ruby’s apartment on Marsalis to Stan Corbat's apart- 
ment in the Grandbury Apartments on Maple Ave. Corbat is a dress 
buyer for Titche’s. 

Tammi True who has been stripping at the Carousel Club since March 
1961 goes to Houston. 

Ruby buys a $50 American Express money order for the Herald.. 

Perrin (a.k.a. Robert Starr) commits suicide by arsenic poisoning in New 
Orleans. 

Nancy Perrin Rich claims she and her husband were involved with a 
Dallas plot to smuggle arms into Cuba. 

Frank Ferraro "lives with" Ruby on Marsalis or at the Carousel Club. 
Also, It Is said that Ferraro started staying at the Carousel Club in 
August. He and Ruby get into a fight at the Lasso Bar across the street 
from the Baker Hotel. Attorney John B. Wilson who is In the Lasso Bar 
separates them. Ferraro quits working for Ruby right after the fight. 
Ruby gets a traffic ticket for running a red light and lists his residence as 
500 South Marsalis. 

Ruby buys a $60 American Express money order for the Herald 

Snider entertained for 3 weeks at Pat Morgan's and Morgan introduced 
Snider to Ruby. Jack entertained Snider nearly every day. Snider men- 
tioned Senator. Pat Morgan was in Oklahoma City on Nov. 29, 1963. 

Ruby buys a $25 American Express money order 

Ruby buys a $60 American Express money order for the Herald 

Ruby buys an American Express money order 

Ruby buys a $55 American Express order for the Herald.. 

Ruby moves from 500 Marsalis to 223 South Ewing St., apartment 207 

Receipt for $40 deposit on 223 South Ewing is signed by John D. Norman . . 
It is suggested that Ruby went to Houston and New Orleans, en route to 
New York City, where he arrived at 11 p.m. Sunday night. This is In- 
accurate because Ruby made several phone calls from Ewing and the 
Carousel on Sunday, which means he returned to Dallas before going to 
New York City. Senator says that the Houston/New York City trip is made 
over a 3- or 4-day period. Senator says this is the only trip that Ruby 
makes between November 1962 and November 1963. Ralph Paul says 
that he is the only one to know that Jack went to New York City. Paul 
says Jack did not go out of town after the New York trip. 

Tony Boland resumes work as Vegas Club bouncer and is there until 
January 1963. 
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Date Event 


November 1962. _ Roy William Pike (a.k.a. Mike Ryan) meets Ruby and works for him for 
2 months. After that, Pike sells cars in Fort Worth and goes to parties 
with Jack Ruby. 

Do About a year before December 1963, a Las Vegas bell captain says that 

Jack Ruby came to Las Vegas. He said Ruby asked him to make a rese - 
vaticn on a Chicago flight. Ruby changed the name to be used for the 
reservation from Ruby to Rubenstein during the time that the be*l 
captain was trying to make the reservation. 

Do. . During the "past year," from December 1963, the caddymaster at the 

Tropicanna in Las Vegas recalled getting a Carousel Club card and an 
invitation to come to Dallas. 

Do Harmon Scheppr, a Dallas businessman who might be a backer for 

Ruby, takes the Weinbergs, who have control of the Dallas Transit 
Co., to the Carousel Club, 

Nov. 27, 1962 Ruby gets an unlisted telephone number, WH 1-5601 . 

Nov. 29, 1962.. Ruby makes the first contact with attorney Graham M. Koch regarding his 

tax problems. 

December 1962 About a year before, on Dec. 19, 1963, Mrs, Wanda Minnix answers an ai 

for a hostess and goes to the Carousel Club. She had known Rubv 
previously and did not want to work in such a place. 

Do H. D. Bostick, 617 Cheyenne Rd., and his wife, Norma Jean, return to 

work for Jack Ruby after 1 year elsewhere. They work until March 1963 
He works as the doorman, and she works as a dancer at the Carousel 
Club. 

Dec. 5, 1962... ... Donnie Voorhis, operator of the Montmarte Club, says that he knows 

Ruby but not Oswald. 

Dec. 17, 1962.. . . Robert McEwan is entertaining at the Carousel Club until Jan. 14, 1963. . 

Dec. 31, 1962 Ruby attends a motel party g'ven by Bobby O’Day. Other entertainers 

attend. 

Do Breck Wall and Joe Peterson are living in room 1703, Adolphus Hotel, 

Dallas, until Feb. 15, 1963. 

Jan. 2, 1963... . Castro says a "river of blood" separates the United States and Cuba... 


Jan. 7, 1963. 
Jan. 17, 1963. 

Jan. 20, 1963 

Jan. 26, 1963 
Jan. 27, 1963 

Jan. 31, 1963 

January 1963 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Do. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Do 

Do.. - ... 


Feb. 3, 1963. 
Do 


Reeular nonstop service by jet to Havana from the U.S.S.R. begins 

Ruby calls Arlineton, CR 5-4891, the "Bull Pen Drive In," from the Car- 
ousel Club telephone, Rl 7-2362. The toll charge is $0.65. 

Precious Diamond (stage name of Helen Vines) is replaced by Gaii Raven 
(stage name of Barbara O'Reilly) as a stripper at the T-Bone Club, 
Wichita, Kans. 

Ruby is at the T-Bone Club, Wichita, Kans., to see Gail Raven, who starts 
performing there on Jan. 20, 1963. 

Casa Siesta Motel, Wichita, Kansas, says that Gail Raven is registered 
there from Jan. 27, 1963 to Feb. 13, 1963, but that Ruby is not reg- 
istered. 

Ruby borrows $1,375 from the Merchants State Bank on his 1960 Oldsmo- 
bile (formerly owned by W. A. Weldenbenner, 513 Robinwood, Irving). 
Break Wall (Billy Ray Wilson) tells of Ruby getting a car loan "in 10 
minutes" to be able to lend Wall $300 for a New York trip. 

Robert McEwan, Newport, Ky., worked for Ruby at the Carousel Club, 
Dallas, from the week before Christmas, 1962, until 2 weeks in January 
1963 and saw him on a daily basis. 

Virgil Peel, Wichita, Kans. was introduced by Gail Raven to Ruby at thr 
T-Bone Club, Wichita, Kans. 

Ruby purchased a 1960 Oldsmobile 2-door from William A. Weldenben- 
ner on about Jan. 24, 1963. 

Bobby Gene Moore, Oakland, Calif., saw Ruby in Dallas, exact date un- 
known, while visiting Dallas from Oakland, Calif. 

Bobby Gene Moore, who played the piano at the Vegas Club from 1952 
until 1965 and knows someone in the Mafia in Dallas, is in Dallas. 

Lt. Floyd Hannon, Wichita, Kans., Police Department, advises that Ruby 
stayed at Casa Siesta Motel, Wichita, Kans., and was seen by Gail Raven 
of the T-Bone Club, Wichita. 

Roy W. Pike (a.k.a. Mickey Ryan) leaves Ruby’s employ after 2 months 
and goes to Fort Worth to sell c?>^s. Pike says that he visits Dallas 
occasionally, usually to date 2 of the Carousel Club strippers, one being 
his wife (divorced on July 23, 1964). Ramona Wagner (a.k.a. Tuesdsi 
Ryan), the other a stripper living with a retired Corpus Christi district 
judge, Cullen Briggs. 

Tony Boland quits as the Vegas Club bouncer 

Stripper Reba Jane Lann quits after working for Ruby for more than 1 year. 

On Dec. 21. 1963, Ruby tells the FBI he has never been to Wichita, Kans. 

T-Bone Club waitress Cornwell admits tliat she lied in hrst stating that 
Ruby came to see stripper Precious Diamond about 1 year before 1963. 

One weekend, shortly after he moves .nto apartment 207, at 223 South 
Ewing, Ruby asks tenants Miss Smalley and Miss Wallace to take care 
of his dogs over the weekend. 

Ruby is with a couple from Dallas. The man is average size, the woman 
blonde. 

Ruby’s backer, Raloh Paul, buys Bowman's 50 percent interest in the 
Bull-Pen, an Arlington drive-in. They have been partners there since 
1958. On Nov. 24, 1963, Ralph Paul is living with Mrs. Bowman. 

Ruby calls Houston, FA 3-7069; the toll charge is $1.80 

Josephine A. Bunce, “Champagne Girl,” starts work at the Carousel Club 
for 2 weeks. She lives with Ruby. 
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Vol. 23, p. 349. 
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Vol. 22, p. 874. 

CD 360, p. 121. 

Vol. 14. pp. 614, 
617; vol. 23, p. 11; 
vol. 26, p. 846. 
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CR 86, p. 486. 

CR 105, p. 318. 

CR 86, p. 486. 

CD 84, p. 92. 
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Vol. 25, p. 718. 
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Vol. 22, p. 514. 

Vol. 22, p. 903. 
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Date Event 


Feb. 7, 1963 Ruby calls Houston twice. Toll charges are $6.20 and $1.50 

Feb. 8, 1963 Houston calls Ruby collect; the charges are $4.15 

Feb. 9, 1963 Houston calls Ruby collect, the charges are $5.39 

Feb. 10, 1963 Ruby calls North Richland Hills twice— BU 1-2801; tolls are $0.30 and $1.. 

Feb. 11, 1963 Jackson, Kans., calls Ruby collect; the charges are $2.95 

Feb. 12, 1963 Ruby is arrested by the DPD for simple assault 

Feb. 13, 1963 Ralph Paul bought a $2,200 cashiers check for the S & R Corp., which 

amount is equal to 4 months rent at $550 a month. (S & R was identified 
by Paul as the Carousel Club.) 

Feb. 14, 1963 Realtor Watson writes to Ruby that the Carousel Club is past due in rent, 

amounting to $1,650. 

Do - Ruby calls Long Beach, Calif., HE 7-9407; the charges are $2.25. He also 

calls Arlington; the charges are $1.13. 

Feb. 15, 1963... Ruby had a hght with Don Tabon at the Burgundy Room, Aldolphus 

Hotel, Dallas. 

Feb. 20, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891; the charges are $0.25 

Feb. 22, 1963-,. Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-9507; the charges are $0.25. Arlington calls 

Ruby; the charges are $0.45. 

Feb. 27, 1963 Ruby advances $45.70 in salary to Burney Lane 

Do Ruby Is found not guilty of assaulting Don Tabon on Feb. 12, 1963 

Feb. 28, 1963 Ruby hits the Volkswagen of Odus Rhodes at Ross and Lamar. He settles 

the claim for $50 on Apr. 4, 1963. 

February 1963 Mrs. Bertha Cheek operates a club on Browder for Frank and Virginia 

Nick for a month. 

Do Jim Jonker, Wichita, Kans., saw Ruby at the T-Bone Club, Wichita, Kans*.. 

Do Ruby receives a traffic citation, 640979, at Ross and Lamar Sts., Dallas 

Do Gail Raven, Woodsboro, Tex., receives a call from Ruby. She was at 

Wichita, Kans. He offered to fly to Wichita and return her to Dallas. 

Do - Ruby is aquitted on simple assault charges on Feb. 27, 1963 

Do Breck Wall and Joe Peterson are living in rooms 1980 and 1981 at the 

Adolphus. 

Do Jack Ruby gets Into a fight with Don Tabon, 8546 Forest Hills, in the 

Burgundy Room, Adolphus Hotel, at 11 p.m. Detective J. B. Toney of the 
Forgery Bureau arrests Ruby after the fight. 

Mar. 1, 1963 Ruby made these calls: Fort Worth, 55^; Arlington, CR 4-5816 — 

CR 4-5816-25f ; CR 5-4891—45^. 

Do Ruby and S & R, Inc., sign a new lease for \Z\2^ Commerce with Alva 

McKnight, who is an employee of Watson & Watson Realtors. 

Mar. 10, 1963,, Larry Crafard, who was living at the Carousel Club on Nov. 22, 1963, 

married a Dallas girl on June 16, 1962, but had been separated from 
her for some time. He claimed that she was a lesbian. She supposedly 
gave birth to a child in Dallas, but Crafard does not think the child is 
hers. He rejoined her on Mar, 14, 1963. 

Mar, 13, 1963, The IRS files liens totaling $20,880 against Ruby. There are 4 claims; 

$18,561; $24.22; $2,246; $48.78. These liens are uncollected on Nov. 24, 
1963. Ruby owes the State of Texas $1,700 in taxes as of Dec. 6, 1963. 

Mar. 14, 1963 Ruby is arrested at 106 South Harwood (City Hall) for ignoring a traffic 

summons; he posts a $35 bond. 

Do -- Ruby is arrested by the DPD for an alias ticket, 24040.. 

Do Larry Crafard, who is living at the Carousel Club on Nov. 22, 1963, comes 

to stay in his in-laws (John Case) trailer at the Letot Trailer Court 
Dallas. Crafard rents a trailer. Crafard can drive. 

Mar. 15, 1963 Ruby gets a parking ticket on his car in the 20000 block of Commerce, 

which is the block with the City Hall, at 10:40 a.m. 

Mar. 17, 1963 Tammi True (Nancy Monnell Powell) quits as a Carousel stripper because 

of a controversy over Carousel Club master of ceremonies Wally 
Weston and his wife, stripper Shari Angel. Tammi goes to Tulsa for 
the last 2 weeks In March. 

Mar. 21, 1963. Larry Crafard starts to work for Ablon Poultry in Dallas, Meyer Ablon 

owns the Chateau Night Club. He was an associate of Ruby and Joe 
Bonds during 1955-57, 

Mar. 23, 1963 A $55 check, dated Mar. 23, 1963, signed by Laurie Adams, 4010 Live 

Oak, and drawn on Oak Cliff Bank & Trust, is found in Ruby’s posses- 
sions on Nov. 24. 1963. 

Mar. 28, 1963 Ruby calls his Dallas IRS agent. The IRS's status report shows that Ruby 

owes mere than $39,000 for the last 2>^-year period. 

March 1963 Ruby visits Kabbi Silverman with 6 dogs 


Do Bruce Carlin, who is iater Little Lynn's common-law husband, rents a 

garage apartment at 3809 Meadowbrook, Fort Worth, for 4 to 6 weeks. 
On Oct. IS, 1963, Catlin and Little Lynn rent the same apartment 
Do Harvey Davis Bostick, 617 Cheyenne, and his wife !»we Ruby’s employ- 

ment for the second time, having worked from December 1962 until 
Marcn 1963. Bostick has been working at the Vegas Club. He goes on the 
road and returns in early 1963. 

Do.. Ruby calls from the Carousel: Edna, Tex., OL 7-3025 for 3 minutes; OL 

7-4554 for 2 minutes. 

Apr. 1-15, 1963.. Stripper Tammi True goes to Kansas City from Tulsa for a 2-week en- 

gagement. 

Apr. 2, 1962 Ruby buys a license for a 1960 Oldsmobile. He had a VJ56 Oldsmobile op 

Apr. 2, 1962, 


Source 


Vol. 22, p. 514. 
Vol. 22, p. 514. 
Vol. 22, p. 514. 
Vol. 22, p. 514, 
Vol. 22, p. 514, 
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Vol. 21, p. 36. 


Vol. 23, p. 144. 

Vol. 22, p. 514. 

CR86, p. 486. 

Vol. 22, p. 514. 

Vol. 22, p. 514. 
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Vol. 12, p. 64. 

Vol. 22, p. 510. 
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Vol. 23, p. 561. 
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Vol. 22, p. 514. 
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Vol. 13, pp. 411, 497. 


Dallas Morning 
News, Dec. 4, 

1963. 

Vol. 23, p. 18. 

CR 86, p. 486. 

Vol. 13, pp. 412, 497. 


Vol. 22, p. 512. 
Vol. 15, p. 409. 


Vol. 13, p. 413. 


Vol. 22, p. 510. 


Vol. 23, pp. 299, 314. 
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Herald, Mar. 12, 
1964. 

Vol. 25, p. 270. 


Vol. 25, pp. 357-358 . 


Vol. 25, p. 253. 
Vol. 15, p. 409. 
Vol. 22, p. 509. 
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Date Event Source 


Apr. 4, 1963 Ruby buys a $50 cashiers check for Mickey Ann Rhodes, nvhich s possibly Vol. 2/, p. 510. 

a settlement for the February 28 accident. 

Do Ruby is known to be an associate of F'leen Curry, a known prost'tute who CD 4, p. 155. 

resides at the Shadyside Apartments, 1020 Shadyside Lane 

Do Ruby calls a Dallas IR*^ apent. . . * 1. 23, p. 300. 

Apr. iO, 1963 Ruby calls Clarence Rector, Sulphur Springs, Tex., for 3 minutes from the Vol. 22, p. 517. 

Carousel Club. The toll was $0.95. 

Apr. 14, 1963 The Belair Motel in Tulsa says that Lamm' 1 rue iS there from Apr. 14, 19C3 V..i, 23, p. ?3. 

to June 6, 196'. 

Do Ruby takes new Carousel Club strippe" Dij, Anget rOeiorps Si!v?) tc din Vol. 22, p. 902 

ner and shows her around. 

Apr. 15, 1963 Dior Angel begins a 3-week to 4-week engagement at the Carousel Club, Vnl. 22, p. 902. 

Apr. 16-17, 1963. Bay of Pigs invasion cf Cuba tar>es place C' 3)20, 

Apr. 20, 1963 The Adolphus makes a contract for Breck W<ji: re. e*v Bot . . r'' 

toms Up” to Aug. 3, 1963. 

Apr. 21, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington CR 5 4891 for i minute Tmm the Carousel; toll, 2be. Vol 22, p. 51/, 

Apr.22,1963 Ruby calls Arlington ; toll, $1.85 , -- Vo'. .22, p. 517. 

Do Dallas IRS agent reports Ruby was m “ve. y much of a hurry to leave, had Vai. 23, p. 301. 

urgent business to attend to” (reference to Ruby as T.P ). 

Apr. 23, 1963., Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 1 minute from the Carousel Club; Vo'. 22, p. 517. 

the toll is 25f. 

Apr. 24, 1963 Ruby calls Candy Barr (Juanita Slusher), Edna, Tex . for 5 minutes, OL Voi 22, p. 517. 

7-4411, from the Carousel Club. The toll is $2.59. 

April 1963_. AGVA official Palmer says that Carousel Club stripper Kathy Kay Coleman Vo!. 14, p. 627. 

had openly been living with Officer Harry Olsen at least 6 months before 
Nov. 22, 1963. Officer Olsen and his wife have been separated and are 
divorced in October 1963. In the fall of 1963, Olsen is living on Theatre 
Lane, which is between Bowser and Newman beside the M-K T RR. 


Do... Larry Crafard ends his employment with the Ablon Poultry Co., which Vo'. 13, p. 413, 

began on Mar. 21, 1963, and begins working for Porta-Building at Hines 
Ci cle for 1 months. ” 

Do Jules Henry Herbert, Port Arthur, Tex., meets Ruby in the Sheraton CR 360, 

Lincoln Hotel in Houston, Tex. 

May 1, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891; the toll was Vo! 22. p. 517. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington. CR 5-5352, for 6 minutes from the Carouse! Club Vo: 2b. p 253 

May 5, 1963 Ruby calls Houston, CA 2-1351, for 24 minutes from the Carousel Club Vol. 25, p. 253. 

(this is the Sam Houston Hotel). 

May 7, 1963 From his Ewing apartment. Ruby calls Nashville, Tenn., AL 5-616C, for Vol. 25 o. 252 

21 minutes. This Is the Rainbow Club, 4th Ave. 

May 8, 1963 Ruby rents a car in Houston at 3:48 p.m. He drives to Edna, Tex., 100 Vo! 22. p 9. 5. 

miles southwest of Houston to visit Candy Barr, who has just been 
released from the Texas Penitentiary on narcotics conviction sentence. 

May 9, 1963. Ruby returns the rented car to Houston at 5 ;37 a.m - . Vol 23, p. 74^ 

May 10, 1963 Ruby orders a .38 S & W pistol to be shipped to Lewis McWillie in Las Vol. 26, p. 499. 

Vegas from Ray Brantley, a Singleton Ave. gun dealer. 

May 12, 1963 From the Carousel Club, Ruby made these calls: Las Vegas, Nev., 735- Vol. 25. p. 252. 

4111, for 6 minutes (Thunderbird Hotel); Cicero, III., OL 2-9658, for 11 
minutes (Dream Lounge); Chicago, HI., SH 3-0984, for 15 minutes 
(Hyman Rubenstein); Edna, Tex., OL-7 4554, for 2 minutes. 

Do. From his Ewing apartment. Ruby calls: New York, N.Y., YU 2-2805, for 8 Vol. 25, p. 2b2 

minutes, and claimed it was a wrong number; Drakesboro, Ky., 476- 
2438, for 12 minutes (Kathy Taggart), 

May 13, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 1 minute from his Ewing apartment. Vol 25, p 252. 

May 15, 1963.. Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 10 minutes from his Ewing apartment. Vol 25, p 252. 

Do.. Ruby contacts Hamid Tannenbaum, Old French Opera House, Bourbon CP 86. p. 486. 

St., New Orleans, seeking talent for a nightclub act in Dallas. 

May 19, 1963. From the Carousel, Ruby calls: Edna, Tex , OL 7-4554, for 1 minute: Vol. 25, p 252. 

Arlington, Tex., CR 5-4891, tor 6 minutes. 

May 20, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891 for 6 minutes from the Carousel Club.. Vol. 25, p. 253. 

May 24, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, for 3 minutes from the Carousel Club.... Vol. 25, p. 253. 

May 25, 1963. Ruby spends the night with lammi True at the Belair Motel in Tulsa Vol. 23, p. 73. 

May 26, 1963 . Telephone calls from Tammi True’s motel room to. Tulsa, WE 2-3510, Vol 23, p. 73. 

J. A. Fougley; WE 6-594S, Denise Jones, 2638 East Oklahoma; long- 
distance operator 135, Oklahoma City. 

Do Ruby telephones Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 11 minutes from the Carousel Vol. 25, p, 253. 

Club. 

May 27, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington CR 5-5352 for 7 minutes from the Carousel Club.... Vol. 25, p. 253. 

May 28, 1963.. Ruby sent a telegram from the Western Union office, Dallas, to the Eddie CR 380, p. 128. 

Kaplan Agency, 1564 Broadway, New York City, 

May 1963 W. W. Litchfield, who is probably involved with drugs and/or prostitution, Vol. 14, p, 96. 

quits his job with Spencer Internationa! Press at Atlanta where he has 
been working since February and returns to Dallas upon the death of his 
father. He takes a job in Dallas selling "Great Books.” 

June 12, 1963. There is a call to Chicago, HO 5-3280, from LA 8-4775, the Vegas phone, Vol. 25, p. 255. 

for 13 minutes; toil, $4.70. . ^ 

June 28, 1963 Ruby hires Mrs. Pullman, aka Mary Ray, as hostess at the Carousel Club. Vol. 15, pp. 223, 227, 

She works for 6 to 8 weeks, i.e., until Aug. 9 to 23. Mr. Pullman, who 228. 
attends an inventors show with Ruby in November 1963, is with his 
wife every night at the Carousel. He sees a police officer (Olsen?) with 
stripper Kathy Kay Coleman. 
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Date Event 


Source 


June 1963. Majorie Ethier (Margie Richey) starts working as a Carousel waitress and Vol. 15, p. 193. 

is still employed as such on Nov. 22 , 1963. 

Do.. Larry Crafard, who had rejoined his family in Dallas in March, moves his Vol. 15, p. 413. 

family from Dallas to Port Angeles, Wash. 

Do Ruby calls Fort Worth, PE 8-1951, for 1 minute from his apartment on Vol. 25, p. 252. 

Ewing; the toll was 35^. 

Do Ruby calls Fort Worth, PE 8-1951, for 10 minutes from his apartment on Vol. 25, p. 252. 

Ewing; the toll was U.57. 

June 1, 1963 Master of ceremonies Earl Norman (aka Norman Earl Wrighr tells Jack Vol. 14, p. 83. 

Ruby of a stnpper "Jada" (Janet Conforto) who is appearing in New 
Oileans. 

June 2, 1963 Tammi True Is in Tulsa until June 2, when she returns to Fort Worth Vol. 15, p. 409. 

Do There is a call from the Vegas Club phone LA f“1775 Vol. 22, p. 517. 

June 4, 1963 There is a call to Arlington, CR 5-1891, for 3 minutes from LA £-5258, an Vol. 25, p. 255. 

unlistf'i^ umber in Ruby's name, located at 3929 Rawlins, E 'a Grant’s 
apartment. 

Do Ruby calls Aitington, CR 5-5352, for 12 minutes from the Carousel Club.. Vol. 22, p. 517. 

June 5-8, 1963 New Orleans i' ipper, Jada, says that Ruby drives to New Oihans, and Vol. 23, p. 49. 

Harold Tannenbaum, the operator of the French Opera House, intro- 
duces Ruby to Jada. 

Do Ruby is in New Orleans for approximately 3 days looking for showgirls Vol. 14, p. 150. 

for his club. 

June 6, 1963 The Belair Motel, Tulsa, says that Tammi True checks out after staying Vol. 23, p. 73. 

there since Apr. 14, 1963. 

June 8, 1963 Ruby sees Jada perform in New Orleans Vol. 23, p. 49. 

June 9, 1963 There is a call to San Francisco from LA 8-4775, the Vegas Club phone; Vol. 22, p. 517. 

the toll was (16. 10. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR t-1891 from the Carousel Club for 3 nnnutes; Vol. 22, p. 517. 

toll was 45^. 

June 11, 1963 Ruby calls New Orleans, 523-946R, for 3 minutes from the Carousel Vol. 22, p, 517. 

June 12, 1%3 There is a call to Chicago, HO 5-3280, from LA 8-4775, the Vegas phone, Vol. 25, p. 225. 

for 13 minutes; toll, (4.70. 

June 13, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR £-1321, for 7 minutes from the CarousH; the Vol. 22, p. 517. 

toll was (1.06. 

June 14, 1963 Ruby calls New Orleans, 523-0930, for 7 minutes from the Carousel; the Vol. 22, p. 517. 

toll was (1.45. 

Do Harold Tannenbaum, New Orleans, telephoned Ruby at Dallas about CR 86, p. 487. 

hi ing Jada. 

June 15, 1%3 Ruby calls Arlington; the toll was 45e.- Vol. 22, p. 517. 

Do Ruby calls Chicago, SH 3-0984, for 12 minutes from the Carouse! ; the Vol. 22 , p. 517. 

toll was (2.50. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR £-9365 Vol. 25, p. 252. 

Do Ruby r.l: i a telegram to New Orleans about Jada’s contract Vol. 21 , p. 412. 

June 16, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891. for 18 minutes from the Carousel Club Vol, 22, p. 517. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-9665, for 3 minutes from the Ewing apartr ent Vol. 25, p. 252. 

He calls Waco Tex., SW 9-2770, for 3 minutes from the Ewing apartment. 

He calls Southfield, Mich., EL 6-0919, for 7 minutes from the Ewing 
apartment. 

June 17, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 3 minutes from the Carousel Cliib; Vol. 22, p. 517. 

the toll was 45^. 

June 19, 1%3. A "Lifeline” (H. L. Hunt sponsored broadcast transcript fiom June 19, Vol. 22, p. 501. 

1%3, entitled "Heroism”) is in Ruby's car on Nov. 24, 1963. 

Do Ruby calls from the Carousel Club: Arlington, CR 5-4891, 1 minute, 25^; Vol. 22, p. 517. 

5-4891, 1 minute, 25<f ; and New Orleans, 523-0930, 4 minutes, 85^. 

Do Ruby calls New Orleans, 523-0930, for 8 minutes from the Ewing apart- Vol. 22, p. 517. 

ment: the toll was (1.65. 

June 20, 1963 Ruby calls Fort Worth, ED 5-1291, for 9 minutes from the Ewing apartment. Vol. 25, p. 252. 

June 21, 1963 Ruby calls New Orleans, 523-0930, for 11 minutes from the Ewing Vol. 22, p. 517. 

apartment. 

June 23, 1963... Ruby calls Houston, FA 3 6269, for 4 minutes from the Carousel Club . Vol. 22, p. 517. 

Do Rub^ calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 9 minutes from Ewing; the toll was Vol. 25, p. 252. 

Do RubycallsArlington,CR 5-4891, for 6 minutes from the Carousel Club Vol. 25, p. 253. 

June 27, 1963.. Ruby calls Las Vegas, 735-4303, for 7 minutes from the Carousel Club Vol. 22, p, 517. 

June 28. 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 7 minutes from the Carousel Club Vol. 22, p. 517. 

Do Jada begins her engagement at the Carousel Club. She says she drove to Vol. 21, p. 412. 

Dallas at the end of June. 

June 29, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 5 minutes from Carousel Club; the Vol. 22, p. 517. 

toll was 41(1. 

June 1963 James A. Carson, Dallas, says he sees Ruby at the Carousel Club CR 223, p. 370. 

Do Jada sees Ruby at the French Opera House, New Orleans, exact date un- CR 105, p. 318. 

known, in June 1963. 

lune 12, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-9365, from the Ewing apartment for 6 minutes; Vol. 22, p. 517; vol. 

the toll was 98^. Ruby calls Arlinpton, CR 5-4891, for 3 minutes. 25, p. 252. 

July 3, 1%3 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, from the Carousel Club for 8 minutes Vol. 25, p. 254. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington CR 5-4891, from the Ewing apartment for 5 minutes.. Vol. 25, p. 252. 

July 4, 1963 Rubv calls Fort Worth; George Moore, Texas Consumer Finance. PE 8- Vol. 25, p. 252. 

0058, for 11 minutes from the Ewing apartment. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 8 minutes from the Carousel Club Vol. 25, p. 252. 

-h Does Jack Ruby give an employee party? Fisher^ an alcoholic, attends a Vol. 23, p. 352. 

party in 1%2 and is working for Ruby until Aug. 13, 1963, but does not 
attend a 1963 party. 
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Date Event 


July 6, 1S63„. 

Do 

July 12, 1S63.. 


July 13, 1563, 


July 15, 1963, 
July 16, 1963. 
July 17. 1963, 


July 18, 1963 

July 21, 1963 

Do... 

Do 

July 22, 1963 

July 23, 1963 

July 24, 1963 


Do. 

July 25, 1963.... 

July 27, 1963.... 


July 28, 1963 


July 30, 1963. 

Do 

July 31, 1963 

Do 

July 1963... 

Do 


Do 

July to November 
1963, 

July 1963 


Do 


Aug. 1, 1963. 
Do 

Aug. 2, 1963.. 


Do. 


Do. 


Ruby calls New Orleans, Harold Tannenbaum’s Club 523-0930, for 12 
rrini'tes frcm the Carousel Club. 

Harold Tannenbaum calls Ruby in Dallas about employment.. 

Chicago telephone, PA 8-4031, is connected for Robert Barney Baker at 
5SC0 North Sheridan, apartment 5E. Baker had recently been released 
from prison and was considered a muscle man for the Teamsters Union' 
underworld. (Ruby called Baker several times after this phone was 
installed.) 

Ruby calls IVonrce, La., FA 2 - 7654 , for 7 minutes from the Carousel Club 
about Barbara Messina. The phone belonged to Messina's grand- 
father. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4?91, for 3 minutes from the Carousel Club.. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 8 minutes from the Ewing apartment. 

Jada says she started working at the Carousel Club under a 2-month con- 
tract calling for $300 a week. She worked under a 2-week contract from 
June 28, 1963, until July 13, 1963, for $275 per week. 

Ruby calls Biloxi, Miss., ID 5-1536, for 11 minutes from the Ewing 
apartment. 

Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment: Gloversville, N.Y., GL 4-3087, for 
14 minutes. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, for 21 minutes, and Arlington, CR 5-4891, 
for 1 minute. 

Ruby calls frcm the Carousel Club: Waco, Tex., PL 2-7635, for 10 minutes.. 

Ruby calls Arlingtcn, CR 5-4891, for 2 minutes frcm the Ewing apartment.. 

Ruby calls Arlingtcn, CR 5-5352, for 2 minutes frcm the Carousel Club 

Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment: New Orleans CH 2-3401 for 31 
minutes (this is Tannenbaum's borne); New Orleans, 523-0930, for 1 
minute (this is Tannenbaum’s club). 

Harold Tannenbaum calls Ruby about employment 

There is a call from the Vegas Club, LA 8-4775, to Chicago, HO 5-3280, for 
38 minutes (this number belongs to Harold Kaminsky, 6725 Talman). 

Ruby calls San Francisco, EX 7-6488, for 3 minutes from the Carousel 
Club (this is the owner of the Moulin Rouge 412-B Broadway, Dave 
Rapkin). 

Ruby calls from the Carousel Club: Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 9 minutes; 
Chicago, SH 3- 0984, for 8 minutes (Hyman Rubenstein). 

Ruby calls Jackson, Miss., EL 3-7178, for 16 minutes from the Ewing apart- 
ment. 

Harold Tannenbaum leaves his job at the Old French Opera House, New 
Orleans. 

Ruby calls Fort Worth, PE 2-4729, for 4 minutes from the Ewing apartment. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 7 minutes from the Carousel Club 

Irene Zascoda Ward, Grand Prairie, Tex., saw Ruby in Dallas in mid-July, 
1963. 

DPD officers Sexuaer and Strebeck move into apartment 208, South Ewing, 
after Tammi True and another Carousel stripper move. Apartment 
manager Glenn Davis leaves, and Joe Courthey takes his place for 2 to 
4 months. 

Master of ceremonies Earl Norman (a.k.a. Norman Earl Wright) works 
at the Carousel Club for 1 week. 

Wanda Joyce Killam works for Ruby. Jack Carter, a friend of her hus- 
band’s, rooms at 1026 North Beckley and subsequently dies. 

W. W. Litchbeld, who has served 2 jail sentences and is probably involved 
in drug trafficking, gets fired from his job of selling at Great Books. He 
does network again until January 1864, when he starts selling howling 
eouipment in Houston. He lived at 302 West Clarendon with his wife 
and mother. He lived at the Drexel House Apartments, at Henderson 
and Knox. He meets Mrs. Bertha Cheek through Bob Sands Electric Co. 
(it lights the fairgrounds). Mrs. Cheek discusses a new club with Rr.'by 
in November 1963, and her name is in Ruby's notebook near LitchfieIJ’s 
name. 

Irene Ward and a Waco, Tex., friend, Helen [last name unknown] meat 
Ruby at Kip's on Zang Ave. He allows them to use his Carousel Club 
telephone to seek jobs. Miss Ward last sees Ruby about the middle of 
July 1963. Ward was introduced to Ruby by Tom Reis in July 1963. 

. Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 6 minutes from the Ewing apartment. . 

. Ruby has hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Club Bldg., from 6 to 
6:30 p.m. 

. Joe Johnson, a black VegoS Club bandleader, says that Ruby discontinues 
his Icng-tirre pciicy of Friday night shows at the Vegas. The Vegas Club 
drurrmer says that there are Friday night shows at the Vegas in 
November. 

. Ruby calls from the Carousel Club; Las Vegas, 735-4303, for 6 minutes 
(Lewis VcWillle, 3627 Eastern). 

. Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment; Los Angeles, HO 6-8211, for 1 
minute (Mike Shore, Reprise Records); Eos Angeles, LO 4^785, for 2 
minutes (CD 4, p. 689 shows this to be HO 4-4785. If it is HO, it would 
be William Miller, 6675 Whitley Terrace, Hollywood, Calif.); Beverly 
Hills, CR 4-0043 for 7 minutes (Mike Shore, 109 Almont); New York 
City, TE 1-8877, for 4 minutes (Joey Adams. 1050 5th Ave.); North 
Hollywood, 766-1193, for 8 minutes (Irving Mazzei, 12231 Hosby). 


Source 


Vol. 25, p. 254; CD 
8^. p. 131. 

CD 86. p. 487. 

Vo!. 25. p. 292. 


Vol. 25, p. 254. 


Vol. 25, p. 254. 
Vol. 25, p. 252. 
Vol. 21, p. 412. 


Vol. 25, p. 252. 

CD 84, p. 114. 

Vol. 25, p. 252. 

Vol. 25, p. 254. 

Vcl. 25, p. 252. 

Vol. 25, p. 254. 

Vol. 24, p. 252; CD 4, 
p, 688; vol. 25, 
p. 252; CD 84, 
p. 131. 

CR 86, p. 487. 

Vot. 25, p. 255. 

Vol. 25, p. 254; CD 4, 
p.691. 

CD 4, p. 691; vol. 25, 
p. 254; CD 84, 
p. 299. 

Vol. 25, p. 252. 

CD 84, p. 132. 

Vol. 25. p. 524. 

Vol. 25. p. 254. 

CR 105, p, 318. 

CD 84. pp. 632, 633; 
CD 83, p. 626. 


Vol. 21, p. 778. 

Vo!. 26, p. 338. 

Vol. 14, pp. 96, 99. 


Vcl. 25, p. 711; 
CD 86, p. 188. 


Vol. 25, p. 252. 

Vol. 22, p.913. 

Vol. 15, p. 220; vol. 
15, p. 204. 


CD 4. p. 691. 

CD 4, p. 689; vol. 2£, 
p. 36; vol. 22, p. 
513; TAG file; vol. 
22, p. 500. 
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Date Event 


Source 


Aug. 3, 196a. 

De 

Do 


Aug. 4, 1963. 

Do 

Do 


Do. 

Do. 


Do 

Do 

Aug. 7, 1963 

Aug. 8. 1963... 

Do 

August 1963 

Aug. 11, 1963 

Aug. 13, 1963 

Do 

Aug. 15, 1963 

Do 


Adolphus Hotel’s contract with Breck Wall for the musical review "Bot' Vol. 26, p. 550. 
tflmS'Up,” running since Apr. 20, 1963, ends. It begins again Septem- 
ber 28, 1963. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, from the Ewing apartment for 10 Vol. 25, p. 688. 
minutes. 

Ruby goes to Edna, Tex., to see Candy Barr, who was released from the Vol. 25, pp. 252, 
Texas Penitentiary in April after serving a sentence for a narcotics 253; vo). 22, p. 

conviction. Ruby had gone to see her earlier on May 8, 1963. Ruby had 517. 

called Edna, Tex.: May 7, 1963, OL 7-4554, for 2 minutes; May 12, 

1963, OL 7-4554, for 2 minutes; May 19, 1963, OL 7-4554, for 1 minute; 

May 31, 1963, OL 7-3025, for 3 minutes; May 31, 1963, OL 7-4554. for 
2 minutes; June 10, 1963, OL 7-3025, for 16 minutes. 

Alfred Lurie, Dallas, along with Ruby, boarded American Airlines flight CR 223, p. 321. 
186 at 4:45 p.m. for New York City. Ruby was going to visit Barney 
Ross and to see a union official on business. 


Harold Tannenbaum calls Ruby at Dallas about employment CR 86, p. 448. 

The records of the Hilton Hotel, New York City, show that Ruby checked CR 86, p. 488. 
in there at 10:59 p.m., Aug. 4, 1963, and checked out at 4:40 p.m., Aug. 6, 

1963; he was apparently in New York looking for talent. 

Ruby calls Arlington from the Carousel Club, CR 5-5352, for 1 minute — Vol. 25, p. 254. 

Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment: New York City, Cl 7-4915, for 3 Vol. 25, p. 253; vol. 
minutes (Barney Ross’s office, Milton Blackstone Agency), Arlington, 22, p. 505; CD 4, p. 

Tex., for 1 minute; Las Vegas, Nev., 735-4111 for 5 minutes (house 689. 

phone in the Thunderbird Hotel). 

Ruby calls the Carousel Club in Dallas, Rl 7-2362 Vol. 23, p. 71. 

Harold Tannenbaum calls Ruby in Dallas about employment CD 84, p. 132. 

Ruby calls Chicago NE 1-1489, for 34 minutes from the Ewing apartment. Vol. 25, p. 689. 

He was calling Sheri Aston. 

Ruby sends a telegram from the Western Union office, Dallas, to Bobby CR 360, p. 128. 

Faye, AGVA, New York City. 

Ruby has hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Club building from 6 to 6:30 Vol. 22, p. 913. 


p.m. 

Ruby personally contacts Joseph Glaser Association Booking Corp., New CR 105. 

York City, on business. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, for 24 minutes from the Ewing apart- Vol. 25, p. 253. 
ment. 

Frank Fisher, an alcoholic, quits as a Carousel Club musician Vol. 23, p. 352 . 

There is a collect call from San Francisco to Breck Wall at the Adolphus Vol. 25, p. 272. 
Hotel. 

Ruby calls New York City, JU 2-7700, twice for 3 minutes from the Ewing Vol. 25, p. 253. 

apartment. ... 

Ruby has hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Club Bldg., from 6 to 6 :30 Vol. 22, p, 913. 


Aug. 18, 1963. 

Aug. 19, 1963. 
Do 

Do 

Aug. 20, 1963. 

Aug. 21, 1963. 

Do 

Aug. 22, 1963 
Do 

Aug. 24. 1963 
Aug. 25, 1963 

Aug. 27, 1963 

Aug. 28, 1963 
Do 

Aug. 29. 1963 

August 1963.. 
Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


p.m. 

Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment: Arlington, CR 5-5352 for 8 minutes; Vol. 25, p. 253. 

CR 5-4891 for 1 minute; and CR 5-4891 for 23 minutes. 

Ruby calls Las Vegas, 735-4111, for 1 minute from the Ewing apartment- Vol. 25, p. 253. 
Titche’s department store in Dallas gets a small claims court citation for a Vol. 22, p. 501 . 
$12.19 bad check against Ruby. . 

Grapevine, Tex., calls Ruby; the toll wes 300 Vol. 22, p. 517. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, for 18 minutes from the Ewing apart- Vol. 22, p. 517. 
ment; the toll was $1.45. 

WH 1-0124 (unpublished) installed for Stanton Corbat, apartment 206, CD 722, p. 45. 

223 South Ewing St., on Nov. 6, 1962, and disconnected Aug. 21, 1963. 

There is a call from the Vegas Club, LA 8-4775, to Chicago, HO 5-3280, Vol. 25, p. 255. 
for 8 minutes. 

Ruby calls Las Vegas, 735-4111, for 7 minutes from the Ewing apartment.- Vol. 25, p. 253. 
Ruby calls Beverly Hills, CR 4-0043, for 7 minutes from the Ewing apart- Vol. 25, p. 253. 

Ruby calls Chicago, HO 5-3280, for 6 minutes from the Ewing apartment.. Vol. 25, p. 253. 
Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 16 minutes from the Ewing apart- Vol. 25, p. 253. 

Little Lynn (aka Karen Bennet Carlin) says that she starts “stripping.” Vol. 13, p. 206. 
She says she began in September 1963. 

Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, for 8 minutes from the Ewing apartment.. Vol. 25, p. 253. 
Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, twice for 1 minute from the Ewing Vol. 25, p. 253. 
apartment. 

Ruby and Eva Grant get into an argument in Ruby'j car as they are taking Vol. 15, p. 281. 
their sister Eileen Kaminsky from Chicago to dinner. Ruby pushes Eva 
out of the car for accepting a person-to-person call which was intended 
for him. 

Larry Crafard starts to work for a carnival.. Vol. 25, p. 1/2. 

J. A. Tony Boland resumes work as the bouncer at the Carousel Club Vol. 25, p. 718. 
until some time in September, which is the last time he sees Ruby. 

Tony Boland is living at Ruby's. 

Dallas police officers Sexauer and Streback live in apartment 208, 223 CD 4, p. 625. 
South Ewing. 

Master of ceremonies Earl Norman works for Ruby for 1 week at the Vol. 21, p. 778. 

Carousel. He also works there for 1 week in July 1963. 

George Senator, who has been living with Stanton Corbat on Maple Ave. Vol. 13, p. 233. 
since August^ moves into apartment 206 at 223 South Ewing, before 
Ruby moves into apartment 207. 

Ruby lists his August payroll: Jada — $300; Tammi True — $110; Joy Vol. 22, p. 5C.'. 
Dale-$110; Kathy Kay-$110; Wally Weston-$200; Band-$330. 

The total is $1,160 per week. 



Date 


Event 


Source 


August/September Ruby places ads in the Dallas Morning News of a nightclub for sale Vol. 23, p. 117. 

1963. 

August 1963 Chester A. Meyers says that Ruby tells him that business at the Carousel Vol. 23, p. 118. 

Club has improved within the last 6 months. 

Do Mrs. Bertha Cheek buys property at 5901 Hillcrest. She says that she Vol. 13, p. 384; 

lived at 3914 Swiss until January 1964 when she moved to Hillcrest. vol. 19, p. 55: 

Ruby had Mrs. Cheek’s name in his notebook, with 5901 Hillcrest, vol. 14, pp. 99-100. 

LA 1-2705, and her Swiss Ave. phone, TA 7-9301. Mrs. Cheek is shown 

in the 1963 Dallas City direcbry as the manager of Beachcomber 

Apartments, apartment 201, 5917 Gaston. Mrs. Cheek is listed in the 

1963 Dallas directory at 5930 Gaston and 3914 Swiss. Mr. Sands of 

Sands Electric Light, who lights the fairgrounds, tells W. W. Litchfield 

that Mrs. Cheek is interested in investing in a lounge. W. W. Litchfield 

meets Mrs. Cheek on Swiss in the latter part of August or the first part 

of September. 


Do Plastelite, ED 5-1266, in Fort Worth, R. Lloyd Adams, president, starts Vol. 26, p. 556. 

making twist boards, which Ruby becomes interested in. 

Do... Tammi true (a.k.a. Nancy Powell) brings Pete Devoire, Enid, Okla., Vol. 15, p. 417. 


bartender, to Dallas from Oklahoma. Devoire gets on a plane to Mexico 
immediately. Early on the morning of Nov. 22, 1963, Devoire and 4 
others go to Tammi True's Fort Wferth residence, and Tammi brings 
Devoire to Dallas later in the evening. They are at Mickey Ryan’s 
apartment in Lakewood at the time of the assassination. 

Do. Stan Corbat, George Senator's roommate since August 1962, gets married.. Vol. 14, p. 178. 

Sept. 1, 1963. Eileen Kaminsky visits Dallas from Aug. 19, 1963, to Sept. 1, 1963 CD 86, p. 488. 

Do Patsy Ann Kersten, Dallas, met and started working for Ruby at the CR 223, p. 321. 

Carousel Club in Dallas. 

Do DPD officers Sexauer, Stewart, and Bateman live in Apartment 208, 223 CD 4, p. 634, 

South Ewing. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR F-4891, for 7 minutes from the Ewing Apartment. Vol. 25, p. 253. 

Sept. 2, 1963 There is a call from the Vegas Club, LA 8-1775, to Simi, Calif., 526-1356 Vol. 25, p. 255. 

(Ronnie D. Magid, Eva Grant’s son), for 3 minutes. 

Sept. 4, 1963 Mrs. Harold Summers, Odessa, Tex., thinks Ruby, “Mr. Josie’’ and CD 86, pp. 252-253. 

others are at the Cabana Motel discussing a meeting. 

Do Ruby buys a $550 cashiers check for H. H. Watson Vol. 23, p. 140. 

Sept. 5, 1963 Ruby has a hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Club Bldg., from 6 to Vol. 22, p. 913. 

6:30 p.m. 

Do Montgomery, Ala., calls Ruby collect; charges are $1.75 Vol. 22, p. 508. 

Sept. 6, 1963 Harold Tannenbaum traveled to Dallas where he stayed with Ruby CR 86, p. 488. 

Do Ruby calls from Arlington, CR 5-1891, for 1 minute from the Carousel Vol. 22, p. 508. 

Club; the toll was 45^. 

Sept. 7, 1963 Ruby calls Fort Worth, ED 5-1291, for 6 minutes from the Carousel Club; Vol. 22, p. 508. 

the toll was $1.09. 

Sept. 8, 1963 Ruby calls Fort Worth, ED €-3265 (Dr. M. L. Glickfield), for 3 minutes Vol. 22, p. 508. 

from the Carousel Club; the toll was 35^. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 2 minutes from the Carousel Club; Vol. 25, p. 254. 

the toll was 2bt. 

Sept. 9, 1963 Tessie Aline Axenfield and Helen Agnew bring Bethel Cramer, 17, from CD 4, p. 156. 

Bossier City, La., to Dallas to get a job as a st ipper at the Carousel 
Club. Ruby was to get an ID for her showing 21 as her age. 

Do. Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-1891, for 11 minutes from the Ewing apartment. Vol. 25, p. 253. 

Sept. 10-20, 1963 Otho D. Howard, an inmate at Seagoville Federal Prison for falsifying Vol. 26, p. 269. 

insurance claims, says that he sees Oswald about 1 week after an 
encounter at the Vegas Club. 

Sept. 11, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 6 minutes from the Carousel Club; Vol. 22, p. 508. 

the toll was 49^. 

Do - There is a call from the Vegas Club LA 8-4775, to Denver, 388-1249 (Mor- Vol. 25, p. 255. 

ris Rutland, attorney, a cousin of Ruby’s), for 11 minutes. 

Sept. 12, 1963 Ruby calls Chicago, SH 3-0984 (Hyman Rubenstein, Marian Carroll, Ann Vol. 22, p. 508. 

Voloert), for 25 minutes from the Carousel Club; the toll was $5.10. 

Do Dr. Glickfield of Fort Worth is taken to the Carousel Club by Bert Nelson, Vol. 25, p. 710. 

the owner of a Dallas wig salon. Dr. Glickfield has several dates with 
Jada. 

Do Ruby signs a 1962 income tax return and mails it Sept. 17, 1963 Vol. 23, p. 209. 

Sept. 13, 1963 Robert O'Donnell, Dallas, saw and talked to Ruby during the evening, CR 223, p. 321. 

probably at the Carousel Club. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 1 minute from the Carousel Club; Vol. 22, p. 508. 

the toll was 250. 

Sept. 16, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 4 minutes from the Carousel Club; Vol. 22, p. 508. 

the toll was 350. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4849, for 1 minute from the Carousel Club; Vol. 22, p. 508. 

the toll was 250. 

Do Ruby calls New York; the toll was $4.20 Vol. 22, p. 508. 

Sept. 17, 1963 Jada's contract ran from Sept. 17, 1963, to Jan. 1, 1964 Vol. 23, p. 50. 

Do Ruby mails his income tax return, which has been prepared by Abe Vol. 23, p. 209. 

Kleinman, Fidelity Union Life Bldg. 

Dt. . .. Ruby renews Jada's contract for $300 per week, from Sept. 17 to Jan. 1, Vol. 23, p. 50. 

1964. 

Do This is the date of the Life-line radio broadcast found in Ruby’s car on Vol. 22, p. 501. 

Nov. 24, 1963. The broadcast was entitled, "Free Federal Money.” 

Sept. 19, 1963 Ruby calls Eileen Kaminsky in Chicago, HO 5-3280, for 8 minutes from Vol. 25, p. 253. 

the Ewing apartment. 

Sept. 20, 1963 R. Lloyd Adams, president of Plastelite, a Fort Worth firm making twist- Vol. 26, p. 557. 

boards, is arrested at 5300 Camp Bowie, Fort Worth, at 3:45 a.m, for 
disturbing the peace. 
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Date Event Source 


Sept. 22, 1963 Carousel Club bartender Andrew Armstrong says that Joy Dale started Vo!. 13, p. 353; vol. 

stripping at the Carousel. Ruby lists her as an employee in August and 22, p. 507. 
in September. 

Sept. 23, 1963 Ruby owes the Interna! Revenue Service $39,067.84 Vol. 23, p. 315. 

Do Al Gruber calls Munetta, Calif., OR 702 311, for 3 minutes; the toll was $1, CD 722, p. 143. 

Sept. 2i. 1963 Ruby calls Fort Worth, ED 5-1266, for 1 minute from the Ewing apartment, Vol. 25, p. 556. 

Do_ Ruby calls Fort Worth, TE 4-9484, for 6 minutes from the Carousel Club; Vol. 22, p. 508. 

the toll was $1.09. 

Sept. 25, 1963_, Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners to Pontiac, Mich., OL 2 -8857 (G. F. CE 2865, p. 1. 

Bush). 

Do. . Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners to New Baltimore, Mich., RA 5-0604, CE 2865, p. 1. 

for 3 minutes at 11:09 a.m. 

Do. Plastelite, the Fort Worth manufacturer, ships 12 twistboards to the Vol. 23, p. 168. 

Carousel Club. They are never paid for. 

Do Ruby has hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Club Bldg Vol. 22, p. 913, 

Do Fort Worth calls Ruby; the toll was 35 cems Vol. 22, p. 508. 

Do - - Eileen Kaminsky, Ruby's sister in Chicago, calls Los Angeles, WE 6-2287, Vol. 25, p. 234. 

from Chicago, HO 5-3280, for 3 minutes at 9 :30 p.m., station-to-station. 

Sept. 26, 1963 Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners in Detroit: Ken Waterman, Utica, Vol. 26, p. 308; CE 

Mich,, 731-2494, for 1 minute; N. P. Richard, Ypsilanti, Mich., HU 2- 2865, p. 1. 

9885, for 2 minutes. 

Do Arlington calls Ruby; the loll was 35 cents Vol. 22, p. 508. 

Do - Bruce Carlin and Karen Bennett Carlin, Fort Worth, call from WA 4-0113 Vol. 25, p. 264. 

to Ning, at Farmers Branch, CH 7-5014, for 3 minutes; Dolse, Dallas, 

Rl 7-2842 for 3 minutes; Euless (Hi-Ho Sprinkler, 740 West Pipeline) 
to Hurst, 282-2162, for 3 minutes. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. has a disputed call charged to them from Trenton, Vol. 25, p. 328. 

N.J,, to New York City, for 47 minutes. 

Do . . Ero Manufacturing Co. has a disputed call charged to them from Camden, 

N.J., to New York City for 3 minutes, person-to-person. 

Do Arlington, CR 5-4891, calls Dallas, Rl 2-4247 (the Colony Club) for 3 Vol. 25, p. 256. 

minutes. 

Sept. 27, 1963 , Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352, for 4 minutes from the Ewing apartment. Vol. 25, p. 237. 

Do Kuoy calls Hyman Rubenstein, his brother, in Chicago, SH 3^84, for 15 Vol. 25, p. 237. 

minutes from the Ewing apartment. 

Do Yom Kippur CD 1072. 

Do Arlington, CR 5^871 (Ralph Paul), calls Mabank, Tex., TU 7-4048, for Vol. 25, p. 256. 

1 minute. 

Do Bruce and Karen Bennet Carlin (Little Lynn), Fort Worth, WA 4-0113, call Vol. 15, p. 650; vol. 

Cameron King, Farmer's Branch, for 3 minutes; and Dolsen, Dallas, 25, p. 264. 

Rl 7-2842 for 3 minutes. 

Do Former Dallas gambler Lewis McWillie in Las Vegas, 735-4303, calls: CE 3012, p. 1. 

Reno, 329-4332, for 3 minutes; and 329-4332, for 5 minutes. 

Do Ruby buys a $200 cashiers check for the Dallas Power & Light Co. at the Vol. 23, p. 138. 

Bank of Services & Trust. 

Do Bruce and Karen Carlin’s calls were: Cameron King, Farmer’s Branch, Vol. 15, p. 650; vol. 

for 3 minutes; and Tom Palmer, AGVA, Dallas, FE 1-3746, for 3 minutes. 25, p. 264. 

Do Ruby calls Plastelite Engineering Co., 920 Foch St., Fort Worth, Tex., Vol. 22, p. 508. 

ED 5-1266, for 3 minutes from the Carousel Club at 4 :36 p.m. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. has a disputed call charged from Trenton, N.J., to Vol. 25, p. 295, 

New York City for 31 minutes, person-to-person. 

Do San Francisco gambler Frank Goldstein at MO 1-1184 calls Santa Monica, Vol. 25, p, 295. 

EX 9-3980. 

Sept. 28, 1963 Eileen Kaminsky calls Earl Ruby from Chicago, to Detroit, BR 3-3000, for 3 Vol. 25, p. 234. 

minutes. 

Do San Francisco gambler Frank Goldstein calls Morris Gambler, Santa Vol. 25, p. 295. 

Monica, EX 9-3984. 

Do Adolphus Hotel signs a contract with Breck Wall for the musical review CE 3015. 

"Bottoms-Up,” until Jan. 4, 1964. 

Do Neiman-Marcus fires Eugene L. Lamson CD 205, p. 287. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. has a disputed call charged to them to Newark, Vol. 25, p. 328. 

N.J., from Trenton, N.J., station-to-stalion. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. has a disputed call charged to them to Elizabeth, Vol. 25, p. 331. 

N.J., from Trenton, N.J., for 3 minutes. 

Do 8 persons come to Dallas to produce a show, “How Hollywood Makes Vol. 25, pp. 325-326. 

Movies,’’ on the State Fair Midway through October. 

Do Deke Miles and 1 or 2 of his associates meet with Ruby at the Carousel Vol. 25, p. 317. 

Club for 1 or 2 hours on 4 or 5 nights before Oct 5. These meeting are 
usually between midnight and 2 a.m. 

Do Deke Miles borrows some props for the show from Jack Ruby Vol. 23, p. 25. 

Do Larry Crafard comes to the Stale Fair Midway with a carnival. When he is Vol. 25, p. 323. 

fired, Deke Miles gives him a job with “How Hollywood Makes Movies.” 

Do Ruby meets Crafard at “How Hollywood Makes Movies.” When the show CD 1322c, p. 2; 

folds, Ruby lets Crafard stay at the Carousel Club. vol. 25, p. 172. 

Sept, 29, 1963 There Is a call from the Vegas Club, LA 8-4775, to Simi, Calif. The ticket Vol. 25, p. 249. 

is missing. 

Do Bruce and Karen Bennet Carlin al Fort Worth, WA 4-0113, call Dorothy Vol. 25, p. 264. 

Hammond, 5945 Frederick Sq., Dallas, at EM 8-4304, for 2 minutes. 

Do Bruce Carlin, Fort Worth, WA 4-0113, calls Shirley Berry, 4557 Shady Hill, Vol. 25, p. 264. 

Dallas, FL 7-5237, for 1 minute. 

Do Barney Baker, Chicago thug whom Ruby calls frequently, calls Stanley Vol. 25, p. 293. 

Rosenblum, attorney, 901 Bay, St. Louis, PA 1-3794, for 17 minutes. 
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Date 


Event 


Source 


Sept. 30, 1963 Ruby buys a $110 cashiers check for his synagogue and a $60 check for 

ASCAP at the Merchants Bank. 

Do Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners: C. J. Weathered, Northville, Minn 

FI 9-0967 for 2 minutes; and C. J. Weathered, Northville, Minn., Fl- 
9-0967, for 1 minute. 

Do N. P. George Marcus, Glenview, 111 ., PA 9-2359, calls Earl Ruby collect for 

4 minutes (Marcus is Earl Ruby’s "partner”). 

Do Breck Wall and Joe Peterson call Tressler in Fort Worth collect from the 

Adolphus Hotel. 

September 1963 The Carousel Club’s Slate admission tax is $363.44 

Do A Little Rock, Ark., club owner spends 1 night with Ruby at 223 South 

Ewing. 

Do Parking attendant Reeves at the garage next to the Carousel Club warns 


Ruby that a Jewish man, 30, stocky, short, has come by the garage and 
said he was going to kill Ruby. Ruby says this man was going to "clean 
out" another club and that he would stop him. Ruby gets his gun from 
the trunk of his car and pistol-whips the man by the liauor store at Com- 
merce and Akard, An ambulance takes the man to Parkland Hospital, 
but later he comes back to work for Ruby. Reeves thinks the man lives 
in Houston. 

Do... Andrew Armstrong, the Carousel Club bartender, says that 3 Arlington 

college students heckle Wally Weston the master of ceremonies, until 
Sept. 15, i963. 1 student Is a white male, 21 o^ 22, 5 feet 9 inches, 150/ 
160 lb., dark brown/black hair, who says that both he and Wally Weston 
are Communists. His companions are a young man and a young lady, 
Weston cuts his hand when he hits the heckler, and the man is ejected, 
Armstrong says that it is definitely not Oswald, 


Do Jack Ruby's payroll at the Carousel for September : Jada— $300 per week; 

Joy Dale— $110; Tammi True— $110: Kathy Kay— $110; Wally Weston— 
$200; Band— $330; the total is $1,160. 

Do Andrew Armstrong says that Sundays are paydays 

Do - Hillel Silverman, rabbi, saw Ruby at services at Temple Shearith Israel, 

Dallas, during each of the high holiday services in late September 1963. 
Do On Nov. 28, 1963, Otho D. Howard, an inmate at Seagoville Federal Prison 


for falsifying insurance claims, says that he and David Conn were at the 
Vegas Club between 8 and 9 when Ruby, "Oswald," a man with a well- 
dressed Mexican woman who spoke loud French or Spanish came in. 
The woman was Ruby’s friend. Someone (the woman?) was taking 
flash pictures with a Polaroid. Howard got cut in a fight, and the 
heayyset woman ticket taker asked him to leave. Howard got a Band- 
Aid at the nearby 7-11 store; went to the "Idle Hour" bar; went to a 
nearby Mexican cafe where he saw Jack Ruby, "Oswald," "Eva" 
and the Mexxan woman friend come in around 11 to 12. 


Do David and William Conn, 3009 Wheelock, have never been in the Vegas 

Club with Howard, 

Do Ruby calls Rabbi Hellel Silverman during high Jewish holy days 2 months 

before Nov. 22, 1963, regarding a fight with Eva Grant. Silverman says 
she is mad at him for dating a girl who is too young. 

Do Detectives Riccio, R. Cisco, and E. Kalinowski, Chicago Police Department, 

visited Dallas and had dinner with Ruby at the Carousel Club in Septem- 
ber 1963; the exact date is unknown. 

Do In September 1963, exact date unknown, Richard Lloyd Adams, Fort Worth, 

Tex., received a telephone call from Ruby, and Ruby personally visited 
his office in Fort Worth. Adams came to Dallas, met Ruby in the lobby 
of the Statler Hilton Hotel, and 3 weeks later visited Ruby at the Carou- 
sel Club, Dallas. 

Do James Henry Dolan, Dallas, saw Ruby at the Town & Country Restaurant, 

downtown Dallas. 

Do Ruby took trichology treatment for balding from Bruce McLean from 6 to 

6.30 on Sept. 5, 12, ard 25, 1963. 

Du... In late September 1963, Jerry D. Hutchinson, patrolman, vice section of 

the DPD saw Ruby at the Carousel Club while on duty. 

Do Jack Ruby calls Rabbi Hillel E. Silverman during high Jewish holy days 

2 months before Nov. 22, 1963, about a fight with Eva Grant. 

Do .. Eva Grant says that Leo Torti recalls Officer Tippit being at the Vegas Club. 

Oct. 1, 1963. Earl Ruby calls U.S. Post Office, Walled Lake, FU 7-2310, for 1 minute, 

from Cobo Cleaners. 

Do Barbara Hemby, Dallas, saw Ruby at Dallas. She had previously worked 

for him at the Carousel Club 2 or 3 nights a week duringSeptember 1963. 

Do.. Arlington, CR 5-8113 (Ralph Paul’s Buli-Pen manager, Jackson), calls 

Blackwood, N.J., CA 7-5274, for 29 minutes. 

Do. Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment were: Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 1 

mmute (Bull-Pen Drive-In); CR 5-5352, for 3 minutes (Ralph Paul); 
and Fort Worth, TE 4-0847, for 2 minutes (Tammi True). 

Do Bciioara Hemby, part-time waitress at the Carousel Club, sees Ruby for 

the last time when she quits. 

Do Arlington, CR 5-5352 (Ralph Paul), calls Dallas, FL 7-2447, for 3 minutes 

Do. Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Sterling, III,, 626-3988, for 2 minutes (Twin 

Citv Upholstery, C. Westheimer, owner). 

Do. Santa Monica, Calif., EX 9-3980 (Morris Goldstein, 40 Sunset Ave., Venice), 

calls San Francisco gambler Frank Goldstein, 640 Teresita Blvd., JU 


7-7674, collect. 


Vol. 23, p. 140. 

CE 2865, p. 1. 

CE 2865, p. 1 

Vol. 25, p. 272, 

Vol. 19, p. 45. 

CD 4, p. 638. 

CD 1254, p. 33; vol. 
13, p. 254. 


Vol. 13, p. 346. 


Vol. :3, p. 310. 

Vol. 13, p. 310. 
CR 86, p. 489. 

CE 2829. 


Vol. 26, p. 270. 
Vol. 22, p. 906. 

CR 105, p. 319. 

CR 105, p. 319. 


CR 105, p. 319. 

CR 105, p.319. 

CR 105, p. 319. 

Dallas Times Herald 
Mar. 12, 1964 
Vol. 14, p. 486. 

CE 2865, p. 2. 

CR 223, p. 321 

Vol. 25. p. 258. 

Vol. 25, p. 237. 

Vol. 25, p. 317. 

Vol. 25, p. 258. 

Vol. 25, p. 328. 

Vol. 25, p. 295. 
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Dale Event 


Source 


Cct. 2, 1963, 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.. . 
Do_... 
Do,... 
Oct. 3, 1963 

Do..,. 

Do..„ 

Do.._. 

Do..._ 

Do-._. 

Do.,., 

Do.,,. 

Do.„- 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 


Oct. 4, 1963 


Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Oct. 5, 1963 


Do. 

Co. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Ruby tells Nathan Wyll (on the street near Baker Hotel, CD 105, p. 320), Vol. 25, p. 317. 
an ex-Dallas News nightclub reporter who is now in the travel business, 
that he is interested in a Caribbean cruise. 

A call from the Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. to Ronald G. Little, McKees- CD 722 p. 84. 
port, Pa., 672-7734, for 18 minutes. 

Former Dallas gambler Lewis McWillie in Las Vegas, 735-4303, calls Gibbs CE 3012, p. 2. 
at Reno, 329-7171, for 2 minutes. 

Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Hazeihurst, Ga. (the Quinn residence), for Vol. 25, p. 328. 
Chester Brezinski, for 15 minutes. 

Arlington, CR 5-8113 (Ralph Paul's Bull-Pen manager, Jackson), calls Vol. 25, p. 258. 
Blackwood. N.J., CA 7-5^74 (John Biehl, 528 East Church, Blackwood, 

N.J.), for 4 minutes. 

Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Dallas, DA 4-4634 (Winnie Faye Vol. 25, p. 256. 

Floyd, 847 Peavy, Colony Club hostess) for 1 minute. 

A call is made from Lawrence Meyers, Chicago, to Earl L. Fox, National CD 722, p. 84. 
City, Calif., for 3 minutes. 

A call is made from Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. to Claude Mayberry, CD 722, p. 84. 
Hammond, Ind., for 3 minutes. 

A call is made from R. Little (Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co) to Smee, Calif., CD 722, p. 84. 
248-S666, for 7 minutes. 


Ruby first meets Marv Gardner of the Hollywood Show Vol. 25, p. 317. 

Ruby calls an IRS agent Vol. 23, p, 303. 

Earl Ruby calls Aincome, Northville, FI 9-2803, for 1 minute, from Cobo CE 2865, p, 2. 
Cleaners. 

Former Dallas gambler Lewis J. McWillie, at Las Vegas, 735-4303, calls CE 3012, p. 2; CD 
San Francisco, 752-3789 (Newton Wells, Jr.), for 3 minutes. 1193, p. 186; vol. 


26 p. 547. 

A call is made from Chxago Loop Auto Paint Co. to Claude Mayberry, CD 722, p. 84. 
Hammond, Ind., WE 2-6530, for 2 minutes. 

Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Richmond, Va., for 14 minutes, station-to- Vol. 25, p. 329. 
station, from Chicago, 439-1026. 

Barney Baker, a muscleman for James R. Hoffa, who has just been Vol. 25, pp. 292-293. 
released from prison in July 1963, calls Harlan, Iowa, SK 5-1248 (Jake 
Moore, 1209 13th), for 4 minutes from 728-4031, Baker's phone. 

Ero Manufacturing Co., calls OIney, III., EX 3-2291 (American Machine & Vol. 25, 1963. 
Foundry), for 4 minutes, person-to-person. 

Ruby calls Arlington, Tex., CR 5-4891, for 1 minute from the Carousel Vol. 25, p. 241. 

Club. 

Bruce and Karen Carlin call Dolsen, Dallas, Rl 7-2842, for 3 minutes from Vol. 25, p. 264. 


Fort Worth, WA 4-0113. 

Breck Wall calls Fort Worth, WA 4-9306 (Eddie Parker, Bottoms-Up revue Vol. 14, p. 612. 

performer), for 1 minute from the Adolphus Hotel. 

Ruby calls Shreveport, La., ME 1-3753 for 13 minutes from the Carousel Vol. 25, p. 241. 

Club (this phone number is the residence of Mrs Elizabeth A. Matthews). 

Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners; Commerce, Mich., EM 3-3916, for 2 CE 2865, p. 2; vol. 
minutes (Raymond A, Aird); Northville, Mich., FI 9-2400 for 5 minutes 26, p. 309. 

(Ford Motor Co.); Utica, Mich., 731-7628, for 1 minute (R. E. Halalek); 
and Utica, Mich., 731-7628, for 1 minute (R. E. Halalek). 

Carroll Jarnagin says that he was dating an exotic dancer named Robin Vol. 26, p. 254. 
Hood (Shirley Mauldin) when he overheard Oswald and Ruby talking 
at the Carousel Club between 10 and 11:45. Robin Hood lived at 3621 
McKinney, apartment 211-B. Her mother is Edna Doran at the Eloow 
Lounge, 3907 Capitol, TA 3-0436. 

. Ruby had a hair tieatment at the Dallas Athletic Bldg, from 6 to 6:30 p.m. Vol. 22, p. 913. 

. Bruce and Karen Carlin call the manager (Barney Weinstein) of the Vol. 25. p. 264. 
Theatre Lounge, 1326 Jackson, Dallas, Rl 2-2677, for 3 minutes, from 
Fort Worth, WA 4-0113. 

. Arlington, CR 5-8113 (Ralph Paul’s Bull-Pen manager, Jackson), calls Vol. 25, p. 258. 
Blackwood, N.J., CA 7-5274 (John P. Biehl, 528 East Church), for 53 
minutes. 

. Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Los Angeles, MA 8-6324 (Atlas International Vol. 25, p. 331. 
Manufacturing), for 4 minutes. 

. Ann Volpert, Ruby's sister In Chicago, files for a naturalization application Vol. 22, p. 418. 
in Chicago. 

. Deke Miles of the State Fair show, “How Hollywood Makes Movies”, hires Vol. 25, p. 323. 
Larry Crafard after Crafard was fired by another State Fair show. One 
night Crafard had several teeth knocked out in a fight. Miles lost contact 
with Crafard after “How Hollywood Makes Movies” closed. 

. Between Oct. 5 and 15, Miles and some of the “How Hollywood Makes Vol. 25, p. 323, 
Movies” people went to the Carousel Club in the late evening 7 to 10 
times. 

. Ruby visited “How Hollywood Makes Movies” 3 to 5 times for 1 to 2 hours Vol. 25, p. 323. 
during the day by himself. 

- A call is made from Chicago to National City, Calif.. CD 722, p. 98. 

. Mrs. Johnny Hayden sees Ruby at the Carouse! Club Vol. 25, p. 317. 

. Ruby gets a hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Bldg. Vol. 25, p. 317. 

. Barney Baker calls Stanley Rosenbloom, St. Louis, PA 1-3794 for 17 Vol. 25, p. 293. 

minutes from Baker's home phone in Chicago. 

. Arlington, CR 5-8113 (Ralph Paul’s Bull-Pen manager, Jackson), calls Vol. 25, p. 258, 
Blackwood, N.J., CA 7-5274, for 34 minutes (John Biehl, 528 East Church 
Street). 

. Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Maplewood, N.J., PO 1-5050 (Edwin A. Beck CD 722, p. 121 ; 

Co.), for 3 minutes. vol. 25, p. 332. 

. Jewel Brown, New York City, saw and talked to Ruby at the Cabana Club, CR 360, p. 130. 
Dallas, on several occasions during the week beginning Oct. 16, 1963. 
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Oct. 6, 1963 Rub> calis Arlington, CR 5 5352, for j minoLcs at 4:35 p.m. from Eva 

Graft's apartment, LA 6 6258. 

Do.,_ Mrs. Winnie Fave Floyd, 857 Peavy, Dallas, DA 4-4694, Colony Club 

hostess, called Ralph CR 5- 5352, in Arlington, for 3 minutes. 

Do. Bruce and Karen Carlin call lary Bennett, Miami, OX 1 9575, for 3 

minutes from Fort Worth, Te*. The Florida phone is the pay station at 
Cy's Wee Wash It, 3390 East 4th St., Hialeah. 

Oct. 7, 1963 Ruby buys a cashier’s check at Meichant's State bann to the Ca'cuset 

Club rent, payable to the Hous+nn Ni:hols' eftat-'. 

Dc Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul;, calls Dallas, FE 7-2447, for I minutes 

(Billy Wright, 2026 Wilbur). 

Do. Earl Ruby cals from Cobo Cleaners: Rockwood, Mich DR 9-7951 TDeryl 

W. Leas) for ? minutes; Utica, Mich., 731-7628 (halaiek), lor i minute; 
and Mount Clemons, Mich., HO 3-4854 (Frank Neuenorf), tc- 1 minute. 

Do Ruby meets Larry Crafard at the State Fair, Texas 

Do ... Joe Peterson calls New York City, 871-4921 (his mother), fr/ 8 minutes at 

4:39 p.m. from the Adolphus Hotel (Peterson is Breck Wall’s partner). 

Do. Barney Baker, Chicago, calls Hicksville, N.Y., WE 1-3178 (Pat McGee), 

for 15 minutes. 

Do... Barney Baker calls Tom Clinton at the International Longshoremans 

Union, 265 West 14th St., New York City, WA 4- .-!iM, for 5 minutes. 

Do Ruby calls Bonnie Kellough, 39 North Capitol Parkway, Montgomery, 

Ala., 265-7630, for 4 minutes from the Carouse; Club. 

Do Lawrence Meyers, who sees Ruby Nov. 22-24, is in Dallas. Eva Grant 

says that she does not know him. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls: Philadelphia, WA 2 330C, for 6 minutes from 

Elk Grove, III.; and Muskegon, Mich., PA 8-2325 (Baker Auto Trim), 
for 2 minutes. 

Oct. 8, 1963.. Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891, for 6 minutes from the Carousel Club.. 

Do Lawrence Meyers is in Dallas. 

Do. Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Wholesale Meat, 905 Fort Worth 

Ave., Dallas, Rl 2-5614, for 1 minute. 

Do Bruce and Karen Carlin call Cameron King (Vicki King), CH 7-5014, 

Farmers Branch, for 5 minutes from Fort Worth, WA <-9113. 

Do Ero Manfacturing Co. calls: McDonald Gibson (Tri-State Wholesale, Inc.) 

for 3 minutes from Dallas; and Sherwood Smith, McKinney, Tex., LI 
2-5574, for 7 minutes from Dallas, 748-8161 (Cabana Motel). 

Do Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners: Northville, Mich,, Ft 9-2806 (Arthur 

A. Durfee) for 1 minute; and Mount Clemons, Mich., HO 304-350 
(Herbert Russell), for 1 minute. 

Oct. 9, 1963 Ero Manufacturing Co. calls: Crystal Lake, III., 459-1751, for 3 minutes 

(this call was to Lawrence Meyers’ former employer, William Heiman, 
Jr.); Philadelphia, WA 2-3300 (Henry Weiter), for 7 minutes from Fond 
du Lac, Wis., 921-9882; St. Louis, GA 1-5900 (Harold Katz, Famous 
Barr Sporting Goods) for 4 minutes from Dallas; and Kansas City, Mo., 
WE 1-4333, Gateway Sporting Goods. 


Do American Airlines says there was no flight 985 on Oct. 9, 1963 (in 1963, 

Oct. 9 was a- Wednesday). 

Do Arlington, CR 5-5352 (Ralph Paul), calls Winnie Faye Floyd, 847 Peavy 

Rd., Dallas, DA 4-4694, for 3 minutes. 

Do Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Winnie Faye Floyd for 10 minutes. 

Do.. Bruce and Karen Carlin call the manager of Connors Food Store, Highway 

84, McGregor, Tex., for 7 minutes from Fort Worth, Tex. 

Do . Barney Baker calls Mrs. Rule, secretary, Los Angeles, OL 5-7988, for 

10 minutes. 

Do A call IS made from Lawrence Meyers. Chicago, to Earl Fox. National City, 

Calif. 

Do Rudy tells State Fair shew “How Hollywood Makes Movies” producer, 

Robert Craven, that a Chicagoan is in the Carousel Club who is a real 
swinger (probably meaning Lawrence Meyers). 

Do A call is made from Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. to Smee at Earl Scheib, 

Los Angeles, for 4 minutes. 

Do A call is made from Chicago Loop Paint Co. to R. G. Little, McKeesport, Pa.. 

for 19 minutes. 

Oct. 10, 1963 Karen Bennet Carlin calls Bruce Carlin, Fort Worth, JE 4-5901, for 7 

minutes at 11 :20 p.m. from Dallas, Rl 1-0447, the Hickory House Barbe- 
que, 217 South Akard. 

Do Breck Wall calls Fort Worth, WA 4-9306, for 1 minute from the Adolphus 

Hotel. 

Do R. Little, Chicago Loop Auto Painting Co., calls Maizur in Queens, Earl 

Scheib Co., TW 4-1996, for 7 minutes. 

Do Ruby calls photographer Rhodes at Sulphur Springs, 885-4323, about 

2 months before Dec. 10 about taking some pictures of new acts. 
Rhodes sells these pictures, many of them risque, featuring Ruby 
entertainers, to Life after Nov. 22. 

Do - Ero Manufacturing Co. rails Highland Park, IN., ID 2-6639, for 3 minutes 

from Brigin, Mo. 

Do Ruby has a hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Club from 6 to 6:30 p.m,. 

Do Morris Goldstein. Santa Monica, 399-3980, calls San Francisco gambler 

Frank Goldstein collect at night. 

Do La^^rence Meyers meets Carousel stripper Joyce Lee McDonald at the 

Carousel Club. He tells her that he has business interests in Chicago, 
Minneapolis, and Las Vegas. 


Source 

voi. 25. p. 248. 
Vol.25, p. 258. 

Vol. ?5, p. 264, 

Vol. 22, p. 513. 

Vol. 25, p. 259. 

Vol. 26, p. 309; 

CE 2865, p. 2. 

Vol. 13, p. 417. 

Vol. 25, pp. 272-275. 

Vol. 25, p. 293. 

CD 722, p. 82. 

Vol. 25. pp. 241, 

246, 254. 

Vol. 14, p. 411. 

Vol.25, pp. 329, 332. 

Vol.25, p.241. 

Vol. 25, p. 317. 

Vol. 25, p. 256. 

Vol. 25, pp. 264, 268. 

Vol. 25, p. 330. 

CE 2865, p. 2. 

Vol. 25, pp. 330, 332. 


Vol. 25. p. 262. 

Vol. 25, pp 258-259. 

Vol. 25. p. 256. 

Vol. 25, p. 265. 

Vol. 25, p. 293. 

CD 722, p. 98. 

Vol. 23. p. 2C. 

Voi. 772, p. 83. 

CD 722, p. 84. 

Vol. 25, p. 265. 

Vol. 25, p. 273. 

CD 722, p. 83. 

Vol. 25, pp. 711, 713. 

Vol. 25, p. 330. 

Vol. 22, p. 913. 

Vol. 25. p. 295. 

Vol. 23, p.85. 
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Date Event 

Oct. 10, 1963 4 to 6 weeks before the assassination, Ruby introduces a Fort Worth 

plastics manufacturer to a Pago Club operator during the afternoon. 

Do Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners: Mrs. Patrick Oxford, House Motor 

Motel, Chicago, for 4 minutes and Lansing, Mich., John A. Normington, 
for 2 minutes. 

Do Lawrence Meyers visited the State Fair on Nov. 11 (which could possibly 

be 1 month off). 

Oct . 11, 1863 Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Hazelhurst, Ga., FR 5-2551, for 6 minutes.*. 

Do Eio Manufacturing Co., Anderson, at 782-8921 (Be-Mac Transport) calls 

Abevar Wisnewski, Milwaukee Board of School Directors, GR 6-3670, 
for 5 minutes at 4 p.m. 

Do Ruby meets Larry Crafard in Dallas 

Oct. 12, 1963 Ruby distributes Carousel Club cards in the Texas-Oklahoma University 

football game crowds. Amos C. Flint, a member of the defunct Sovereign 
Club, sees Ruby after the game. 

Do_... Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Dallas, WH 1-5601 (Ruby's 

Ev.'ing St. apartment), for 2 minutes at 3 p.m. 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-5352 (Ralph Paul), for 8 minutes at 6:42 p.m. 

from Ewing. 

Do A personal call is made to Earl Ruby, Cobo Cleaners, Detroit, for 5 minutes. 

Do Former Dallas gambler, Lewis J. McWillie, at Las Vegas, 735-4303, calls 

Gibbs, Reno, 329-7171, for 2 minutes at noon. 

Do Ruby is at the Century Room in the Adolphus Hotel with M, P. Doyle from 

8 to 10 p.m. 

Do Eva Grant calls her son, R. D. Magid, inSimI, Calif., 526-4356, for 6 minutes 

from the Vegas Club. 

Do Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Dallas, FE 9-9945 (Gerald Weaver, 

131 Mount Hood, delivery man for American Produce which served the 
Bull-Pen), for 1 minute. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Crystal Lake, III., 459-4120, for 3 minutes at 

12:38 p.m. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Raleigh, N.C., TE 3-3036 (Grimes Supply Co.), 

for 2 minutes. 

Oct. 13, 1963 A call is made by Lawrence Meyers, Chicago, to Carl Fox, National City, 

Calif. 

Do Karen Carlin calls 0. L. Autry, 2265 Evans, Fort Worth, WA 4-1423, for 3 

minutes at 10:34 p.m. from the pay phone at the Theatre Lounge. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. disputes z charge for a call from Easton, Pa., to 

Lake Forest, III., for 33 minutes. 

Oct. 14, 1963 Arlington, CR 5^891 (Ralph Paul), calls Jack Ruby at the Ewing apart- 

ment, WH 1-5601, for 2 minutes. 

Do - Eileen Kaminsky, Ruby’s sister, calls Los Angeles, AN 9-3433, for 22 

minutes from Chicago. 

Do State Fair show, “How Hollywood Makes Movies,” closes after this night. 

Do Karen Carlin calls Dolsen in Dallas, RI 7-2842, for 4 minutes from Fort 

Worth, WA 4-0113. 

Do Bruce and Karen B. Carlin call Ken Aziin, Weatherford, Tex., LY 4-4375, 

for 3 minutes at 2:27 p.m. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co, disputes the charge for a call to Newark, N.J., for 

3 minutes from Easton, Pa. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. disputes the charge for a call to Philadelphia for 

12 minutes from Easton, Pa. . 

Do Barney Baker calls Tom Clinton at the Plaza Hotel, New York, PL 9-3000 

for 4 minutes. 

Do Barney Baker calls Walter Stine for 3 minutes at CO 7-1212, New York 

City (New York Journal American, 220SouthSt., New York) at 9:25 p.m. 

Do Barney Baker calls for 3 minutes at Plaza Hotel, PL 9-3000 (pos- 

sibly Tom Clinton again). 

Oct. 15. 1963 Ruby goes to see Dr. Jacobson and sees Bonnie H. Bell, Dr. Jacobson’s 

nurse, as well as the doctor. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls BeMac Transport, 1860 Seminary, 782-8921, 

for 3 minutes from Rockford, 111., 962-7747. 

Do Wanda Minx is the hostess at the Spa's open house, 3883 Turtle Creek 

Blvd., and sees Jack Ruby, whom she knows. 

Do Jessie Slay, a friend of Dewey Groom, produces a rock and roll show to 

take over the State Fair show spot of “How Hollywood Makes Movies." 
This rock and roll show closes on Oct. 18, 1963, 2 days before the State 
Fair closes. Larry Crafard, who has been with the “How Hollywood 
Makes Movies," Joins the rock and roll show. 

Do .. Dewey Groom operates the Longhorn Ranch, which is the successor club 

to Ruby’s Bob Wills Ranchhouse. 

Do.. Ruby calls Arlington. CR 5 5352 (Ralph Paul), for 1 minute from the Carou- 

sel Club. 

Do. - Ruby gives a Carousel Club pass to Sheraton-Dallas Hotel doorman Willie 

Barker. Ruby gave him the pass at the hotel. 

Do. . A call is made from the Chicago Loop Paint Co. to Pat Catalano. Teamsters 

Union, MA 1-5555, Cleveland. 

Do A call is made from the Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co., to Smee, at Earl 

Scheib, Los Angeles, AN 8-8666, for 6 minutes. 

Do DPD officers Sexauer, Bateman, and Stewart live In apartment 208, 223 

South Ewing, from Sept. 1 to Oct. 15. 


Source 

Vol. 15, p. 551. 

CE 2865, p. 3. 

Vol. 25, p. 319. 

Vol. 25, p. 232. 

Vol. 25, p. 329. 

CD 86, p. 489. 

Vol. 25, pp. 336,317. 

Vol. 25, p. 256. 

Vol. 25, p. 238. 

CD 722, p. 128. 

Vol. 26, p. 547; CE 
3012, p. 2. 

Vol. 25, pp. 317, 337. 
Vol. 25, pp. 225, 336. 
Vol. 25, pp. 256, 259. 

Vol. 25. p. 332. 

Vol. 25. p. 332. 

CD 722, p. 98. 

Vol. 25, pp. 265, 268, 
269, 

Vol. 25, pp. 331, 336. 

Vol. 25, p. 256. 

Vol. 25, p, 234. 

Vol. 25, pp. 318, 326. 
Vol. 25, p. 265. 

Vol. 25, p. 265. 

Vol. 25, pp. 331, 336. 

Vol. 25, pp. 331, 336, 

CD 722. p. 82. 

CD 722, p. 82. 

CD 722, p. 82. 

Vol. 25, p. 317. 

Vol. 25, p. 331. 

Vol. 25, pp. 317, 338, 

Vol. 13, p. 327; vol. 
25. p. 172. 

Vol. 25, p. 326. 

Vol. 25. pp. 241, 254. 

Vol. 23, p. 95; CD 223, 
p. 332. 

CD 722, p. 84. 

CD 722, p. 83. 

CD 4, pp. 616, 634. 
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Date Event 

Oct. 16, 1963 Earl Ruby moves to 29925 Woodland Dr„ Southfield, Mich., 353-2730, _ _ 

Do A call is made to Ronald G. Little, McKeesport, Pa., 672-7734, from the 

Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co., for 9 minutes. 

Do A call is made by Lawrence Meyers, Chicago, to Earl Fox, National City. 

Calif. 

Do Ruby calls Sam Tannenbaum, 911 Meredian, Miami Beach, at Miami, 

JE 8-4082, for 13 minutes from the Carousel Club. 

Do, , . Ruby goes to the Cabana Motel to see Jewel Brown perform on several 

occasions. She had danced at the Sovereign Club in 1960. In August 
1963, Ruby had proposed that booking agent Glazier let him handle 
Jewel Brown. 

Do Ruby calls Carme (Petrillo) or Paul (Salos) at Houston, CA 2-1900, for 

3 minutes from the Carousel Club, 

Do Ruby's sister, Eileen Kaminsky, in Chicago calls Los Angeles, WE 5-2287 

(Lee Halison), for 12 minutes. 

Do - Bruce and Karen Carlin rent a garage apartment at 3809 Meadowbrook 

Dr., Forth Worth, and live there until Jan. 4, 1964, On Mar. 9, 1964, 
they live at 2937 Meadowbrook, Fort Worth. 

Do Stuart in Omaha, at 342 9288 (Jr-Bar pay phone), calls Peterson (Breck 

Wall's partner) collect at the Adolphus Motel, Dallas, for 5 minutes. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Gibson, Jarvey's Motel, Pagosa Springs, 

Colo., for 1 minute from Santa Fe, N. Mex. 

Do - Larry Crafard gets into a fight between midnight Tuesday and 2 a.m. 


Wednesday with “Bull” who had worked with Crafard at the Memphis 
Fair. Crafard gets some teeth knocked out, and the police are called. 
(Members of the “How Hollywood Makes Movies” show know about 
this fight, but say they know nothing about Crafard after “How Holly- 
wood Makes Movies” closed on Oct. 14, 1963.) 


Oct. 17, 1963 Earl Ruby calls Rothenmer, Pontiac, Mich., FE 2-7284, for 2 minutes from 

Cobo Cleaners. 

Do. - - - - Ear! Ruby calls Polk Bros., Inc., Sal Polk, president, Chicago NA 2-5600, 

for 5 minutes from his home. 

Do Combo consisting of John Anderson (trumpet), Bill Willis (drums), and 

William Simmons (piano) starts at the Carousel Club. They play from 
9 until 1 except on Saturdays, when the hours are extended until 2 a.m. 

Do Willis and Simmons live at 2530 West 5th St., Irving, which is across the 

street from Mrs, Michael Paine's home at 2515 West 5th. 

Oct. 18, 1963 Ruby calls D. Asher, Merry-Go-Round, Louisville, 367-6300, for 4 minutes 

at 2:10 a.m. from the Carousel Club. 

Do Ruby calls Wayne Keller (DeMar’s booking agent), St. Louis, CE 1-7766 

for 11 minutes. 

Oct. 19, 1963 A call is made from Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. at 2:41 p.m. for 8 minutes. 

Do. Detective Mote, at Dallas City Hall, R1 8-9711, calls Karen Bennett Carlin, 

Fort Worth, WA 4-0113, collect. 

Do Ruby ran an ad for “Little Egypt,” even though she was not performing 

at the Carousel Club. Charles Curtis, Little Egypt's manager, accom- 
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Glen , the maitre d' hotel of the Gay Life 

where Little Egypt is performing, go to the Carousel Club between Oct. 
19 and 27 to complain to Ruby. 

Do Ruby calls; 11:58 to 12:01, Atlanta, JA 4 1069 (Domino Club), from the 


Carousel Club; 12:10 to 12:13 a.m.. Nashville, AL 6-0981 (Shomet, 
Rainbow Room) from the Carousel Club; 3:53 to 4:25 a.m., Beverly 
Hills, OL 2-3349, from the Ewing apartment; 12:09 to 12:11 o.m.. Fort 
Worth, PE 7-5553 (Walker), from the Ewing apartment; 12:42 to 12:49 
p.m., St. Louis, CE 1-4552 (Mike Reiff), from the Ewing apartment; 
7:39 to 7:42 p.m., Fort Worth, PE 7-5553 (Walker), from the Ewing 
apartment; 11 :10 to 11 :19 p.m., Sal Vincent, Houston, CA 5-1781, from 
the Carousel Club; and 11:58 to 11:59 p.m.. Fort Worth, PE 7-5553 
(Walker), from the Carousel Cluo, about “abortion for girl”? 


Do Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners: Pontiac, Mich., FE 2-4840 (Ed 

Pompeian), for 1 minute; Walled Lake, Mich., MA 4-4292 (Rev, Ellis 
Hart), for 2 minutes; Walled Lake, Mich., MA 4-4290 (Rev. Ellis Hart), 
for 1 minute; and Utica, Mich., 731-9546 (Ian R. Oley) for 1 minute. 
Oct. 20, 1963. ... Larry Crafard was building a cloakroom at the Carousel Club, possibly 

using the lumber from the defunct State Fair show, “How Hollywood 
Makes Movies.” 

Do__ State Fair of Texas is closed. ... .. 

Do . San Francisco gambler Goldstein calls: Santa Monica, 399 3980, for 3 

minutes; and 339-3980, station-to-station for 3 minutes. There is also 
a station-to-station collect call from Santa Monica, 399-3980, for 3 
minutes. 

Do_ A cal! is made from Lawrence Meyers to Earl Fox, National City, Calif... 

Do Ruby calls from the Ewing apartment: Fort Worth, PE 7-5553 (Walker), 

for 3 minutes: he repeats the call for 7 minutes. 

Do Larry Crafard says that Ruby usually came to the club between noon and 

3 p.m. and stayed a short time. Sometimes, he would return to the club in 
the afternoon. Jack usually called the club about 10 p.m. and stayed 
until 1 :30 a.m. on weekdays, 2 a.m. on weekends, 

Oct. 21, 1963 Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), for 10 minutes at 7:46 p.m. 

from the Ewing apartment. 

Do . - Ruby immediately calls Fort Worth, PE 7-5553 (Walker), for 3 minutes 

from the Ewing apartment at 7 .57 p.m. Ruby called Walker twice at this 
number on Saturday the 19th. 


Source 


CD 84, p. 230. 

CD 722, p. 85. 

CD 722, p. 98. 

Vo!. 25, pp. 241, 254. 

Vol. 25, pp. 318, 331. 


Vol. 25, pp. 241, 254. 
Voi. 25, p. 234. 

Vol. 25, p. 270. 


Vol. 25, p.273. 

Voi. 25, p. 328. 

Vol, 25. pp. 318, 326. 


Vol. 26, p. 309, CE 
2865, p. 3. 

Vol. 26, p. 309; CE 
2865. p. 3. 

CE 2831. 


CE 2831, 

Vol. 25, pp. 242, 254. 

Vol. 25, pp. 238, 253. 

CD 722, p. 92. 

Vol. 25. p. 265. 

Vol. 25, pp. 318, 339, 
340. 


CD 4, p. 692; CD 84. 
p. 226; vol. 25, pp. 
238, 253, 254, 


Vol. 26, p. 309; CE 
2865, p. 3. 


Vol. 13, p. 497. 


Vol. 25, p. 172. 
Vol. 25, p. 295. 


CD 722, D. 98. 

Vol. 25, pp. 238, 253: 
CD 4, D. 689. 

Vol. 13, p. 497. 


Vol. 25, p. 238. 
CD 722, p. 11. 



1097 


Date Event 

Oct. 21, 1963 Joe Peterson, Breck Wall’s partner, calls Judeline, Henderson, Mev., FR 

^-S164 (John D. Nicholson), for 5 minutes. 

Do. Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Waukegan, Mass. (I nternational Association of 

Machinists), for 1 minute at 10:16 a.m., station-to-statlon. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Philip Sheik, Weiser’s Department Store, 

Rockford, III., 962-4411 for 5 minutes at 4:17 p.m, from Ferrel, 782- 
8921. 

Do San Francisco gambler, Frank Goldstein, calls Santa Monica, EX S-3980 

(Morris Goldstein), for 3 minutes at 7:45 a.m. 

Do Ruby calls R. T. Brown and talks with Brown’s secretary, Ruby Swenson, 

regarding the possible purchase of property at 2417 Maple for a club. 

Do Bruce Carlin at Kennedale, CR 2-5591, calls Mrs. Martin, Hill & Martin 

Ice Co., Irving, 252-5191, for 3 minutes. The call is charged to Fort Worth 
WA 4-0013. 

Do Bruce and Karen Carlin call Dolsen at the Theatre Lounge in Dallas, Rl 

2-2577, for 3 minutes at 8:10 p.m. 

Do Ruby asked the DPD about the best location for a safe in the Carousel 

Club. 

Do Earl Ruby calls Troy Plating Works, Chicago, CH 3-5560, for 11 minutes.. 

Do.. R. G. Little, McKeesport, Pa., 672-7734, calls collect to Chicago Auto Loop 

Paint Co. 

Do The “Rex,” a suspected CIA boat, is involved in a Cuban attack 


Oct. 22, 1963 Jack Ruby and his decorator po with Robert Brown to look at a site for a 

possible new club at 2417 Maple. 

Do Ruby has hair treatment at the Dallas Athletic Bldg, from 6 to 6:30 p.m. 


Do 

Oct. 21, 1963 

Oct. 23, 1963 

Do 

Do 

Oct. 23, 1963 

Oct. 23-25, 1963 

Oct. 23, 1963 

Do 

Oct. 24, 1963.... ... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Oct. 25, 1963 

Do 


Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do, 


San Francisco pambler, Frank Goldstein, calls: Santa Monica, EX 9-3980 
(Morris Goldstein), for 3 minutes; and EX 3-0148 (Dr, C. F. Row) for 3 
minutes. There is also a collect call from Beverly Mills, 657-9248 (pay 
station. Mount Sinai Hospital), for 3 minutes, and one from Santa 
Monica, 394-3980, for 3 minutes. 

Larry Crafard met Ruby at the State Fairgrounds i n the afternoon in regard 
to business property in Dallas. 

Realtor Alexander shows Ruby the property at 2417 Maple 

Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Dallas, FL 7-8160 (U.S. Army 
Reserve, 9638 Hines), for 2 minutes. 

Ruby calls Jack Pagan, Paran-Lewis Motors, 924 North Water, Corpus 
Christi, TU 4-4061, for 3 minutes at 11 :10 a.m. frcm the Carousel Club. 

Bruce Ray Carlin has telephone JE 4-8525 (unpublished number) con* 
nected at 3809 Meadowbrook, Fort Worth. His previous address was 
909 East Harvey, WA 4-0113. 

Anthony J. Besase and 2 other Toledo underworld people visit Pete 
Licavoli in Detroit; Besase tells Licavoli the numbers racket in Detroit 
would be closed down for the rest of the Kennedy administration. 

Thomas at the Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. calls Smee, Dura Mask, Los 
Angeles, AD 2-4337 at 2:52 p.m. for 2 minutes. 

A call is made from the Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. to Earl Scheib, 
Queens, TW 4-1996 for 7 minutes. 

Earl Ruby calls from Cobo Cleaners: Pontiac, Mich., FE 2-5385 (Frank), 
for 3 minutes. 

Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Chicago, 935-5348 (Lawrence Meyers resi- 
dence), for 5 minutes from Huron, S. Dak. 

San Francisco gambler, Frank Goldstein, calls: Santa Monica, 399-3980 
(Morris Goldstein) for 1 minute. There is also a collect call from Santa 
Monica, 399-3980. 

Ruby goes to see AGVA official Tom Palmer in an attempt to break his 
contract with Jada, which is to run until Jan. 1, 1964. 

Jada does not work on this night because she is sick. Dr. Hesser treats her 
for a cold at her hotel. 

A call is made from the Chicago Loop Auto Paint Co. to Ronald Little, Mc- 
Keesport, Pa., 672-7734, for 17 minutes. 

Raymond Franklin Krystinik and his wife, accompanied by Michael Paine, 
go (0 an ACLU meeting which began at 8 p.m. approximately. There they 
were introduced to Lee Harvey Oswald by Paine. The meeting lasted 2 
hours. Krystinik is Catholic, and he gets into a heated discussion with 
Oswald after the meeting. Oswald says that Krystinik is a “petty cap- 
italist" because he employs 2 or 3 men to help make birdhouses. Mr. 
and Mrs. Krystinik have been married tor 10 years and during this 
time have never gone to any nightclub. They do not drink or smoke. 
Leaving Oswald on the SMU campus, Mr. and Mrs. Krystinik go to the 
Carousel Club where they see, but do not speak to, Ruby and watch 
the floor show. 

Ruby is Introduced to Robert Franklin (aka Bobby O'Dowd) of Chicago at 
2 near the Adolphus Motel. Franklin is with J. D. Turner on the street, 
who, Franklin says, is listed as “J. Turner, Prairie Street." 

Joe A. Helm talks to Ruby at the Mercantile National Bank 

Ruby buys cashiers checks for $390 and $1,071 payable to (he State 
Treasurer 

Gloria Fillmon, 5207 Gaston, answers a Dallas Morning News ad for a cock- 
tail girl at the Carousel Club about 3 weeks before Nov. 16. She goes to 
the club and is hired as “Gloria Rettig. 


44-105 0 - 79-70 


Source 


Vol. 25, p. 273. 
Vol. 25, p. 273. 
Vol. 25, p. 331. 


Vol. 25, p. 295. 
Vol. 22, p. 927. 
Vol. 25, p. 265. 


Vol. 25, p. 265. 

Vol. 25, p. 318. 

Vol. 26, p. 310; CE 
2865, p. 4. 

CD 722, p. 86, 

“Assassination of 
JFK," by Newman 
pp. 89-90. 

Vol. 22, p. 927. 

Vol, 22, p. 913; 

CD 105, p. 320. 

Vol. 25, p. 295. 


CD 86, p. 489. 

Vol. 23, p. 97. 

Vol. 25, p. 256. 

Vol. 25, p. 242. 

Vol. 25, pp. 240, 
264; CD 722, 
p. 54. 

CD 87, S602, p. 1, 


CD 722, p. 86. 

CD 722, p. 92. 

Vol. 26, p. 310. 

Vol. 25, p. 330; CD 
722, pp. 97-101. 
Vol. 25, p. 295. 


Vol. 15, p. 211. 
Vol. 23, p. 50. 
CD 722, p. 92. 
CD 6, p. 190. 


Vol. 25, p. 341. 


Vol. 25, p. 318. 
Vol. 23. p. 140. 

Vol. 25, p. 356. 
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Date Event 


Oct. 25, 1963.. Jada returns to work after missing i night. Ruby gets angry during her 

aci and lurns the lights off on ner. 

Do Ero Manufactunng Co. calls Miss Elsa Hecker, room b96, Michael Reese 

Hospital, Chicago, 225-5533, for 6 minutes from Huron, S. Dak. 

Do Ero Manufacturing Co. calls Lake Forest, III., for 6 minutes from Miami, 

Fla. Ero disputes this call. 

Do . . Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), calls Dallas, FL 7-8146 (Coca-Cola), 

for 1 minute. 

Oct. 26, 1963 Ruby's car, a 2-door Oldsmcbile with 1963 Texas license PD 768, received 

traffic ticket 734946 in the 1500 block of Commerce St., Dallas, Tex, 

Do Ruby calls Arlington, CR 5-4891 (Ralph Paul), for 2 minutes at 10 :02 p.m. 

from the Carousel Club. 

Do Ruby calls Mike Shore, Los Angeles, BR 2-9836, for 3 minutes at 10;17 

p.m. from the Carousel Club. 

Do Breck Wall (a.k.a. Billy Ray Wilson) calls Peterson, Malakoff, Tex,, 

HU 9-3111, for 5 minutes from the Adolphus Hotel. 

Do W. G. Serur sees Ruby and Jada at the Carousel Club 

Do Jada works at the Carousel Club. She tells Ruby th^it she wants off on 

Oct. 27 and 28. Jack gets angry. 

Do Ruby calls Irwin S. Weiner, 7345 Damen, Chicago, SH 3-6865, for 12 

minutes from the Carousel Club. 

Oct. 30, 1963 Harold Tannenbaum, New Orleans, La., calls Ruby in Dallas about 

employment. 

Do Bob Green, Dallas, saw Ruby at the office of the Dallas Morning News, 

putting an ad in the paper. 

Oct 29, 1963 Ruby sent a telegram from the Western Union Office, Dallas, to Dr. and 

Mrs. Coleman Jacobson, in care of Mrs. Oscar Newman, 12 72d St, 
New York City. 

October 1%3 Leonard E. Jez, patrolman, DPD, saw Kuby at the Carousel Club 

Do Glenn W. Byrd, Dallas, Tex., saw Ruby at the Dallas County Clerk's office 

in October 1963. 

Do Erich Kaminski, DPD, saw Ruby at the Special Services Bureau of the 

DPD in late October, early November 1963. 

Do . James Troy Ivey, Dallas, saw Ruby sometime during the day at the Dallas 

County Sheriff’s office. He saw him again 2 weeks later. 

Do D. Gene Akerman, Dallas, saw Ruby at Rack Supplies, Inc., Dallas, during 

the daytime. 

Do Ruth Shay saw and talked to Ruby at the Texas Products Show, Mart Bldg., 

Dallas. 

Do Ed Benedict, Dallas, saw and tailed to Ruby at the Texas Products show, 

Market Hall, Dallas. 

Do. Karen Bennett Carlin and Liza Summers, amateur strippers at the Colony 


Club, walk to the Greyhound bus station oetween shows. Ruby, another 
man and a redheaded woman drive past the girls in a Cadillac. Ruby 
throws a Carousel Club card on the sidewalk by the girls. About 2 weeks 
later. Little Lynn (Karen Carlin) starts working at the Carousel Club. 
Little Lynn starts working after Wally Weston quits as master of cere- 
monies, which is possibly Sept. 15. Larry Crafard, who moves into the 
Carousel Club on Oct. 20, says that Little Lynn starts about 2 to 7 days 
after Jada leaves on Oct. 30. 


Do Alfred Davidson meets Ruby while promoting a radio show in Dallas. 

Ruby “entertains” Davidson until he leaves on Nov. 15. 

Do DPD officer Harry Olsen, who is dating Carousel stripper Kathy Kay 

Coleman, gets a divorce from his wife. His wife remarries Dec. 9, 1964. 
Olsen and Kathy Kay marry Jan. 10, 1964. 

Do Nancy Perrin Rich, who worked for Ruby during the summer of 1961, is 

issued a fake identification card during October 1963 by the Oakland 
police to assist them in gathering evidence. The name used is Julie 
Ann Cody, 167 Harder Rd., Haywood, Caitt. 

Do Mis. Rich mentions an atterney who lives at '^614 Charming Laneon Dec. 4, 

1963. The attorney is Victorson. Victorson interviewed Mrs. Rich when 
she was arrested for vagrancy and described her as an habitual liai. 
She knew Ruby had a friendship with McWillie. 

Do Carousel Club bartender Andrew Arn^strong says Ruby bought a safe in 

October. 

Do.. Larry Crafard, who worked for Ruby between Ootober and November of 

1963, said that Andrew Armstrong told him that he had worked for 
Ruby for 9 years, i.e., from 1954 until 1963. 

Do Breck Wall calls “Bottoms-Up” performer Eddie Parker in Fort Worth, 

WA 4-9306, for 1 minute from the Adolphus Hotel. 

Do Ruby drives his sister. Eva Grant, by 2417 Maple at 3 a m. to look at the 

outside of the property that Jack is interested in buying for a new club. 

Nov. 1, 1963 Larry Crafard starts working for Ruby 

Do Glazier’s direct phone number is on the list that was left at the Graphics 

Studio in Dallas on Nov. 1 or Nov. 4, 1963. 

Do ... . On Nov. 1 or Nov. 4, a list of names is left at the Graphics Studio by 

Larry Crafard unintentionally while he is ordering or picking up some 
printing. This list has many misspellings typical of Oswald's spelling. 
Gimpel’s and Segel's names are on the list. 

Nov. 1-4, 1963 Tammi True says that Ruby is living with Tommy (dunng Nov, 1-7, 1963).. 

Nov. 3, 1%3 Sal Vincent (a.k.a. Salvadore Vincent Giambone) works as a comedian at 

the Carousel Club. 


Source 

VjI. 25, p. 332. 

Vol. 25. p. 332. 

Vol. 25, p. 336. 

Vol. 25, p. 256. 

CR 105, p. 321. 

Vol. 25, p. 242. 

Vol. 25, p. 242. 

Vol. 25, p. 273. 

Vol. 25, p. 481. 
Vol. 23, p. 50. 

Vol. 25, p. 242. 

CR 86, p. 490. 

CR 86, p. 49C. 

CR 360, p. 129. 

CR 36C. p. 130. 
CR 360, p. 130. 

CR 360, p. 130. 

CR 223, p. 323. 

CR 223, p. 323. 

CR 223, p. 323. 

Crt 223, p. 232. 

Vol. ’3. p.214. 


Vol. 23, p. 343, 

Voi. 14, p. 627, 
vol. 2. p. 915; 
vol. 3, p. 858. 
CE 3058. 


3E to*-. 9: vol. 26, 

p. 6i/. 

Vol. 13, p. 310. 
Vol. 25, p. 173. 

Vol. 14. p. tI2. 

Vol. 14, P.45/. 

Vol. 25. f . 3’; 8. 
Vol. p. 57. 

Vol. 23, p. 57. 

Vol. 15, p. 228. 
Vol. 22, p. 927. 
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bale Event 


Nov. 5, 1963 Edwajd Roc^o, Hollywood, Calif., met Ruby at Dallas and thereafter saw 

him every night for the next 6 or 7 nights at the Carousel Club. 

Nov 6, 1963 Walter Ervin (Buddy) Heard, El Paso, Tex,, received a phone call from 

Ruby regarding employment. Ruby was in Dallas. 

Nov. 7, 1963 Ruby sent a telegram from the Western Union office, Dallas, to Bill deMar, 

Casa Mia Motel, Wichita, Kans. 

Nov. 8. 1963 Larry Crafard said that Ruby bought a safe about this date.. 

Nov. 9, 1963 .. .. Edward Fien, Dallas, saw Ruby at room 302, Lacy Bldg,, 1521 Commerce 

St., Dallas, sometime during the day. 

Nov. li, 1963... Sometime during the day Barney Baker, Chicago, talked to Ruby by long- 

distance telephone. Baker was at telephone 225^560 in Chicago; Ruby 
was in Dallas, Tex. 

Nov. 15, 1963 Ruby pays National Business and Secretarial Service $15 by check for its 

services. 

Nov. 13, 1963 William Edward Howard visited with Ruby at the Stork Club, Dallas, 

during the afternoon. 

Nov 14, 1963 Ruby telephoned Rose Sandra Renfroe, Dallas, about employment.. 

Nov. 16, 1963 Smokey Turner, Minneapolis, Minn., received a long-distance telephone 

call from Ruby, Dallas, about employment. 

Nov. 18, 1963 Sam Milne saw and talked to Ruby at Cliff Sanitary Grocery, Dallas 

Nov. 19, 1963 Ruby took hair treatment from Bruce McLean, Dallas, from 6 to 6:30 

Do Sam Baker, U.S. Army, Terrell, Tex., saw Ruby at the Carousel Club 

during the night. 

Ncv. 20, 1963 Pete White, Dallas, saw and talked to Ruby at the court house, Dallas, 

sometime during the day. 

Do Anthony George Rizzo, Dallas, saw and talked to Ruby late on the night 

of Nov. 20 and early on the morning of Nov. 21, 1963, at the Catousel 
Club. 

Nov. 21, 1963 At about 11 a.m., Max Rubberg, Dallas, saw and talked to Ruby at the AAA 

bonding service, Dallas. 

Do Sam Campisi, Dallas, saw Ruby with Ralph Paul at the Egyptian Lounge, 

Dallas, for 45 minutes beginning about 9:45 or 10 p.m. 

Do Mrs. Norman E. Lewis, Dallas, saw Ruby sometime during the day in a 

car at the expressway and Main St. and a few minutes later at Munger 
and Live Oak Sts., Dallas. 

Do Between noon and 2:30 p.m., John Newman received a call from Ruby 

at the Dallas Morning News about ads for Ruby's clubs in Dallas. 

Do Ruby had a steak during the evening at the Egyptian Restaurant, Dallas, 

and was seen by Joe Campisi. 

Do Ruby was seen at the Carousel Club at night by Joyce Lee McDonald, 

Dallas. 

Do. From 10 lo 1 1 p.m., Jean Aase, Chicago, and Lawrence Meyers saw Ruby 

at the Carousel Club and later, about midnight, saw Ruby at the Ca- 
bana Motor Hotel, Dallas. At the Cabana Motel, Ruby was seen by 
Edward Meyers, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Nov. 22, 1963 Tammi True(a.k.a. Nancy Monnell Powell), a Carousel Club stripper who 

was living in Fort Worth with her g andmother on Nov. 22, 1963, moves 
into 223 Ewing at the same time Ruby does, but not into the same 
apartment. 

Do Eva Grant says that Ruby mentions the Branch Office Club around 10 p.m. 

on Nov. 22, 1963. The Branch Office Club is located on industrial near 
Cadiz. 

Do Armstrong says that Alice Alexander was a waitress at the Carousel Club 

in May 1962 who would always quit after fighting with Ruby.Shehad been 
employed at the Carousel for over 2 months on Nov. 22, 1963. She 
sometimes was a cocktail girl i.e., she sold cigarettes. Armstrong was 
questioned if Alice Alexander was Gloria Fillmore or Grace Fillmore. 
Armstrong says that she lives in Grand Prai.ie. 

Do_ Jack Ruby had beaten up “Winnie" (last name unknown), a Colony Club 

hostess, a few months before Nov. 22, 1963. 

Do Mary Lawrence. Dallas, saw Ruby at Lucas B & B Restaurant, 3520 Oak 

Lawn St., Dallas, at 2:15 or 2:30 a.m. 

Do. From noon until about 12:25 p.m., Don J. Campbell, Dallas, saw Ruby at 

the Dallas Morning News Bldg., and talked with him. 

Do Seth Kantor, Washington, D.C., saw and talked to Ruby at Parkland Hos- 

pital, Dallas, at about 1 :28 or 2 p.m. 

Do During early afternoon, Billie A. Ray saw Ruby at the Dallas Morning 

News Bldg, at the time a boy ran into the office and announced that the 
President had been assassinated. 

Do Donald B. Safran, Dallas, talked to Ruby by telephone 3 times between 

2:30 p.m. and 3:15 p.m. 

Do From about 12 :30 to 1 p.m., Georgia Mayor saw Ruby at the Dallas Morn- 

ing News Bldg. 

Do... Dave L. Miller, Dallas, talked to Ruby for a minute or so at about 5:30 

p.m. at Miller’s place of employment, the Enquire Shine and Press 
Shop. 1322 Commerce St., Dallas. 

Do.. From about 12:40 to 1:30 p.m., John Newman saw Ruby at the Dallas 

Morning News Bldg. During this time, he and Ruby received the an- 
nouncement that the President had been shot. 

Do Detective Roy Standifier, DPD, saw Ruby in the 3d-floor hallway of the 

DPD building during the night. 


Source 

CR 360, p. 129. 

CR 360. p. 129. 

CR 360, p. 129. 

Vol. 13. p. 435. 
CR 360 p. 129. 

CR 360, p. 129. 

Vol. 23. p. 63. 

CR 105, p. 321. 

CR 105, p. 321. 
CR 105, p. 321. 

CR 105, p. 322. 
CR 105, p. 322. 
CR 360, p. 130. 

CR 360, p. 130. 

CR 360, p. 130. 

CR 360, p. 130. 
CR 360.P. 130. 
CR 360, p. 130. 

CR 105, p. 322. 
CR 105, p. 322. 
CR 105, p. 322. 
CR105, p. 322. 

Vol. 15, p. 408. 

Vol. 15, p. 344. 
Vol. 13, p. 358. 


Vol. 22, p. 921, 
CR 360, p. 131. 
CR 105, p. 323. 
CR 360, p. 131. 
CR 105, p. 323. 

CR 360, p. 131. 
CR 105, p. 323. 
CR 360, p. 131. 

CR 105, p. 323. 

CR 360, p. 131. 
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Date Event 


Source 


Nov. 22, 1963... 
Do... 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do- 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 


Nov. 23, 1963. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Nov. 24, 1963. 


Do 

Do 

Nov. 25, 1963. 
Nov. 27, 1963. 

Do 

Nov. 29, 1963. 


At about 12:40 p.m,, Richard L. Saunders saw Ruby in an office on the 2d CR 105, p. 323. 
floor of the Dallas Morning News. 

At about 1:28 p.m., Seth Kantor, Washington, D.C., an acquaintance of CR 105, p. 323. 
Ruby, saw and talked to him at Parkland Hospital, Dallas. This was a 
few minutes prior to the time the official announcement of the Presi- 
dent’s death was made by a White Mouse press representative. 

David L. Johnson, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2, Dallas, saw and talked CR 360, p. 131. 
to Ruby at a press conference at the DPD building during the late night 
of Nov. 22, 1963, and the early morning of Nov. 23, 1961 
During the afternoon, Joseph A. Golowacki, Dallas, saw Ruby at the Ritz CR 105, p. 324. 
Delicatessen, downtown Dallas. 

Between 4 and 4:30 p.m. Ferdinand Kaufman, Dallas, saw and talked to CR 105, p. 324. 
Ruby on the 3d floor of the DPD building. 

During the night, Ruby telephoned Cecil Hamlin, Dallas CR 105, p. 324. 

At 7 and 9 p.m., Ruby telephoned Clifford L. Wright, Dallas Morning News, CR 105, p. 324. 

regarding changes in ads for Ruby’s clubs in Dallas. 

During the night, Ike Pappas, New York City, saw Ruby In the basement of CR 105, p. 324. 
the DPD building. 

At about 11 p.m., Jeremiah O'Leary saw Ruby In the show-up room of the CR 105, p. 324. 
DPD buiiaing. 

During the night, Samuel Mack Pate, Dallas, saw Ruby at the assembly CR 105, p. 324. 


room of the DPD building. 

During the late night of Nov. 2?, 1963, and early morning of Nov, 23, 1963, 
Jerry Lee Kunkel saw Ruby at the show-up room and later on the 3d 
floor of the DPD building. 

At about 4 a.m., Roy A. Pryor, Dallas, saw Ruby in the composing room of 
the Dallas Times Herald Bldg., and talked with him about ads for closing 
Ruby’s clubs. 

At about 4 a.m., Arthur Weatherwax, Dallas, saw Ruby iri the composing 
room of the Dallas Times Herald Bldg, and talked to him, 

Arnold Clyde Gaydosh, Dallas, saw and talked to Ruby on the 3d floor of 
the Dallas Times Herald Bldg, at about 3:45 or 4 a.m. 

Louis Meeks, Dallas, saw Ruby and 2 other men in Webb’s Waffle Shop, 
Dallas, from about 4:45 a.m, until about 6 a.m, 

Doyle Stokes, Dallas, saw Ruby drive his car out of the driveway alongside 
213 South Ewing, Dallas, between 1 and 1:30 p.m. 

Dave L. Miller, Dallas, saw Ruby stop in the Enquire Shine and Press Shop, 
1322 Commerce St., Dallas, at about 5:30 p.m. 

During the day, time unknown, Abraham Kleinman, Dallas, saw and talked 
to Ruby at Sol s Turf Bar, Dallas. 

Between 1 and 2 p.m., Frank Bellocchio, Dallas, saw and talked to Ruby at 
Sol's Turf Bar, Dallas. 

Robert Larkin, Dallas, saw Ruby at the corner of Browder and Commerce 
Sts., Dallas, at about 5:50 p.m. and talked to him for 5 to 10 minutes. 

At about 1:15 p.m., Speedy Johnson saw Ruby at Sol’s Turf Bar, Dallas... 

About 1 :30 p.m., Elmer Ray Solomon saw Ruby at Sol's Turf Bar, Dallas.. 

During the aHe^noon, Tom Apple met Ruhv at Sol’s Turf Bar Dallas ... 

At about 3 p.m., Wesley Arthur Wise saw Ruoy in the vicinity of the Texas 
School Book Depository at the KRLD-TV unit. 

Sometime during the day, Frederick Rheinstein, Sherman Oaks, Cahf., 
saw Ruby several times at the DPD. 

Sometime during the day, Frank Bernard Johnston, Austin, Tex., saw 
Ruby on the 3d floor of the DPD. 

Sometime during the afternoon, Francois Pelou, New York City, saw Ruby 
at the DPD. . 

Sometime during the day, Charles W. Brown, detective, DPD, saw Ruby 
get on the elevator of the DPD building at the 2d floor and go to the 
basement- 

Sometime during the night, Thayer Waldo, Fort Worth, Tex., saw Ruby 
on the 3d floor of the DPD. ^ „ 

Between 9 and 10 p.m., John P. Mandell, Dallas, saw Ruby near the Hall 
Diner, downtown Dallas. 

About 10:30 p.m.. Ruby telephoned Lawrence Meyers at the Cabana 
Hotel, Dallas, and discussed the assassination of Kennedy. 

Thomas J. McKenna, Galveston, Tex., was present when Billy Ray Wilson 
of Dallas received a long-distance phone call from Ruby at his (Mc- 
Kenna's) telephone in Galveston, Tex. The telephone is SO 3-8022. 

After Nov. 24, 1963, the IRS checks Earl Ruby’s records with him, and he 
is very evasive about a telegram to Havana "Telegram — 1 don’t re- 
member." 

Karen Bennett Carlin, Fort Tex., JE 4^525, telephoned Ruby at 

Dallas, WH 1-5601, at 10:i0 a.m. ending at 10:21 a.m. 

I n February 1962, Andrew Ar msiror.* began working at the Carousel Club, 
and he was still working there on Nov. 24, 1963. 

. Earl Ruby Is located in Detroit 

When interviewed about Ruby on Nov. 27, 1963, Weiner refuses to furnish 
any information. ^ 

. FBI (Phoenix) find a Ruby connection with the Vegas Club 

. 0/M HQ— Inf. Bu. Narcotics possible involvement in narcotics case 


CR 105, p. 325. 

CR 105, p. 325. 

CR 105, p. 325. 

CR 360, p. 132. 

CR 360, p. 132. 

CR 360, p. 132. 

CR 360, p. 132. 

CR 105, p. 325. 

CR 105, p, 325. 

CR 360, p. 132. 

CR 105, p. 325. 

CR 105, p. 325. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p. 326. 

CR 105, p.327. 

CR 360, p. 133. 

CE 2968. 

CR105, p.327. 

Vol. 13, pp. 307-308. 

. Doc. 8, Secret Serv 
ice. 

CD 84, p. 229. 

. Doc. 8, Secret Serv 
Ice. 

. Doc. 8, Secret Serv 
ice. 
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Date Event 


Source 


Nov. 30, 1963. 
Do 


Dec. 2, 1963.., 

Do 

Dec. 3, 1963... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Dec. 4, 1963... 

Do 

Dec. 5, 1963... 
Do 

Dec. 6, 1963... 
Do 

Do 

Dec. 7, 1963... 

Dec. 9, 1963... 

Dec. 12, 1963.. 
Dec. 14, 1963.. 

Dec. 16, 1963. 

Dec. 18, 1963.. 
Dec. 19. 1963.. 

Dec. 20, 1963.. 
Dec. 21, 1963.. 
Dec. 27, 1963.. 
Dec. 30, 1963.. 

December 1963. 
July 1964 


Doc. 8, Secret 

FBI (San Antonio) possible contact Service, 

Mrs. Joe Bonds (Ruth E., a.k.a. Dale Belmont) son Nov. 30, 1963 : She and CD 84, p. 169. 
her husband owned and operated Skyvu (a.k.a. Sky Club). They knew 
Jack Ruby only as another club owner (she knew nothing about 
Oswald). She left Dallas in 1955. She says Ruby was associated with 
the Sky Club in an unknown capacity with a man named Semos who 
operated Semos Restaurant on Fort Worth Ave. 

FBI (San Antonio) allegation— denied that Ruby and Oswald had been seen Doc. 8, Secret 


together at the Carousel Club. Service. 

FBI (San Antonio) review the corporate charter of S & R, Inc. (Earl Ruby Do. 
is a director). 

FBI (San Antonio) notes that Charles T, Mitchell, Jr. is on friendly terms Do. 

with Ruby and has furnished background information. 

FBI (San Antonio) obtained Information that Ruby was a member of a Do. 

hunting party on ranch of Buck Shear, Nov. 16, 1963; it was discounted. 

M/R Houston witness identifies J. Ruby as having been in Houston on Do. 

Nov. 21, 1963. 

FBI (Oklahoma City) notes that John G. Monohan provided information that Do 
Oswald and Ruby had been seen together in an unidentified restaurant. 

M/R (Los Angeles) Harry Hall (Terminal Island Federal Reformatory Do. 

inmate) furnishes background information on Ruby. 

M/R Ferd Kaufman reports on conversations with Ruby on Nov. 22, 1963. . Do. 

M/R (Dallas) Ruby is reported to be a Communist sympathizer Do. 

0/M Detroit from Dallas — Eva Grant (Ruby's sister) provides information Do. 

about photographs of Kennedy’s wounds. 

M/R (Dallas) Investigation discloses Ruby was in Dallas on Nov. 21, 1963.. Do. 

Ruby is interviewed about possible involvement in a narcotics case; Eva Do. 

Grant is also interviewed. 

Earl Ruby interviewed about photographs showing Kennedy head wounds. Do. 

M/R (Dallas) Interview with George Senator (roommate) about Ruby’s Do. 

activities and personality. 

M/R (Dallas) No evidence that Ruby and Oswald associated at the Dallas Do. 

YMCA. 

$3,169 seized from Ruby by the IRS Do. 

M/R (Houston) Information was received that Ruby was at the State’s Do. 

district attorney office, Dallas, 3 p.m., Nov. 21. 

M/R (Oklahoma City) Inf. was interviewed about Ruby’s status as a Do. 
Communist— no information of value was obtained. 

M/R— Habeus corpus writ for Ruby, Nov. 24, 1963 Do. 

M/R WFO— Earl Ruby was alleged to have come Ito Washington, D.C., Do, 
heavily armed. 

State (cable)— Allegation that Ruby may have visited Panama and Colombia. Do. 

M/R (Dallas). Whereabouts of J. Ruby between 3 and 4 p.m., Nov. 21 Do. 

State (cable)— Unable to confirm Ruby visit to Colombia Do. 

M/R (Houston) Ruby determined to have been in Dallas, mid-afternoon. Do. 

Nov. 21. 

Robert Larkin is managing the club, Montmartre, 206 Browder Vol. 25, p. 289. 

Jack Howard (a.k.a. Israel Horowitz), operator of Show Time, which has CE 3151. 
moved about July 1, 1964, from 1108 West Lawrence to 6344 North 
Broadway in Chicago (BR 4-7250) acknowledged that he knows Jack 
Ruby as just a ''passing acquaintance” and refused to be interviewed 
regarding Ruby. 


I Hoover letter does not state Flynn was the agent who asked Ruby to be an informant. Ruby was contacted by an agent 
of the Dallas office on Mar. 11, 1959, because of his job as a nightclub operator. He might have information on criminal 
element. He expressed willingness to furnish information. He was contacted on Apr. 28, June 5, 18, July 7, 21, Aug. 6, 31, 
Oct. 2, 1959. He furnished no information and further contacts were discontinued. 


(1367) November 22-24, 1963. 

Friday, November 22, 1963 

1. Ruby says he awoke at about 9 :30 a.m. ( 12/21 ) 

2. “I believe I got downtown there at 10 :30 or 11 a.m. that morning.” 
(5H183) 

3. Ruby says he went to the offices of the Dallas Morning News and 
talked to two women there ; he may have given them a bottle of food 
supplement. Ruby says this happened at about 10:50 a.m. (12/21) 

4. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he went to Tony Zoppi’s office, but Zoppi 
was not there, so he looked over a brochure about Bill deMar. (12/21) 

(b) At 11 a.m. Ruby “went to Tony Zoppi’s office to pick up Weimar 
(sic) brochure.” (RN) 
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“‘So I went dow'n there Friday morning to Tony Zoppi’s office, 
and they said he went to Xew Orleans for a couple of days* I picked 
up the brochiii-e ... And T took the brochure and then went into the 
main room where we compose our ads . . . And 1 remained there for 
awhile. T started to write the copy of my ad.” (5 H 183) 

5. (^r) Kilby tells the FBI he went to John Newman’s office, and a 
Mr. Connors came in, and they talked for awhile. (12/21) 

(h) At 11 :10 a.m., Ruby “talked to salesman about the owmer of the 
Castaway Club.” (KN) 

(c) “Now I go back to the same fellow that wanted me to come over 
to the club when we were having dinner on ^Mockingbird at the Egyp- 
tian Lounge. I came to the desk and I wanted to apologize and explain 
why I didn’t accept his invitation last night. I wanted to explain, and 
that took about 20 or 25 minutes.” (5 H 183) (Connors spoke to Ruby 
Thursda}' night when he and Ralph Paul were having dinner at the 
Egyptian.) 

6. (a) Ruby tells the FBI, Newman came in the office, and Ruby com- 
pleted his ads. (12/21) 

(h) At 12 noon, Ruby “saw John Newman at the News talked to 
him for a few minutes.” (RN) 

(c) “Well, John Newman comes in, and evidently he took it for 
granted I finished my ad.” (5 H 184) 

7. (^7.) Ruby tells the FBI that people began running around, and 
somebody said Governor Connally had been shot, then a Secret Serv- 
ice agent, and then President Kennedy. (12/21) 

(5) “Then I saw different people running back and forth, and went 
to ^vatch the television set, and then heard the tragic news.” (RN) 

(c) “I think it was 12 or 15 minutes after 12, I don’t recall what, 
but John Newsman said someone had been shot.” (5 H 184) 

8. At 12 :30 p.m., President Kennedy is shot. 

9. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Eva Grant, told her about the 
shooting, and said he would be at her house as soon as he could. (12/21 ) 

(6) “I called Eva at home and she was hysterical. John was stand- 

ing nearby and knew Eva was crying so put receiver to John’s ear.” 
(RN) ‘ ^ 

(c) “I called my sister at home. She was carried away terribly bad. 
And John Newman happened to be there.” (5 H 185) 

10. (a) “I called Chicago, spoke to Eileen.” (RN) (Eileen refers to 
Mrs. Eileen Kaminsky, Ruby’s sister.) 

(Note: Ruby is probably confusing the times, as phone records 
show calls to Chicago later in the afternoon. This statement does not 
show up in the other Ruby narratives, either.) 

11. (a) “Then I called Andy at the club and told him I would be 
there in a little while.” (RN) 

(h) “I could have called my colored boy, Andy, down at the club. I 
could have — I don’t know who else I w^ould have called, but I could 
have, because it is so long now since my mind is very much warped 
now.” (5 H 185) (Andy is Andrew Armstrong.) 

(c) Armstrong places this call at about 12:45 p.m. (CE 2275) 

12. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he left the Morning News and drove to 
the Carousel. (12/21) 

(5) “[I] left the News and drove back to the club.” (RN) 
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(c) “I left the room. I may have left out a few things ... I left the 
building and I went down and I got my car, and I couldn’t stop cry- 
ing . . . and I went to the club.” (5 H 185) 

(d) Ruby was seen at the club at approximately 1:30 p.m. (Ruby 
FBI files, serial 658, p. 150) 

(Note: Seth Kantor claims that he saw Ruby at Parkland Hospital 
at about 1 :30 p.m, [CR 360, p. 131 ; Who Was Jack Ruby.] Wilma Tui 
claims she saw Ruby at Parkland at approximately 1 :30 p.m. (CE 
2290) Ruby consistently denies this. [12/21 ; 5 H 207 ; 14 H 563] ) 

(e) Armstrong places this at about 1:45 or 1:50 p.m. (CE 2275) 

13. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that he told Armstrong (at the club) to 
call everyone and let them know the clubs were closing. (12/21) 

(h) “[I] told Andy to call everyone that we wouldn’t open tonight. 
Larry was there also.” (RN) (Larry is Larry Crafard.) 

(c) “I told Andy, I said, ‘Call everyone and tell them we are not 
opening.’ ” (5 H 185) 

14. («) “We have a little girl in Fort Worth. I wanted to make 

sure he called her.” (5 H 185) (Ruby is referring to Karen Bennett 
Carlin (Little Lynn). ' 

(b) A call was made from the Carousel to the Carlin number at 
1:45. (PR) 

15. (a) “And a fellow by the name of Bill called and wanted to 
know if we were open.” (5 H 185) 

16. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that he remembers getting a call from 
Kathy Kay. (12/21) 

(b) “And Kathy Kay called, and I said, ‘Definitely not.’ ” (5 H 185) 
(Kathy Kay is Kay Coleman, a Carousel dancer.) 

17. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Ralph Paul and told him he 
was going to close the clubs. ( 12/21 ) 

(b) “[I] phone Ralph Paul.” (RN) 

(c) “And I called Ralph Paul, that owns the Bull Pen. He said, 
‘Jack, being as everyone else is open’ — because he knows I was pressed 
for money — and I said, ‘No, Ralph, I can’t open.’ He said, ‘OK, if 
that is why, that is the way it’s got to be.’ ” (5 H 185) 

(d) A 3-minute call was made from the Carousel to the Bull Pen 
at 1:51 p.m. (PR) 

18. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called a friend, Alice Nichols, and she 
told him that Neiman-Marcus had closed. (12/21) 

(J) “[I] called Alice at her office and left RI 2-6189 for her to call 
back.” (RN) 

(c) “So in the meantime, I had gone with Alice Nichols for some 
time, and I called her on the phone, but she wasn’t there, but I left the 
number on the pay phone for her to return the call, because I didn’t 
want to keep the business phone tied up. And I hadn’t spoken to her 
in maybe 9 months or a year. I don’t know what I said to her, not many 
words, but just what happened.” (5 H 185) 

(d) See Nichols deposition, (JFK Document 009041). 

19. (a) An 8-minute call was made from the Carousel to the Kamin- 
sky number in Chicago at 2 :05 p.m. (PR) 

20. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Al Gruber and told him he 
would send a dog to him soon, and started crying when he talked about 
the assassination. (12/21) 
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(b) ^‘[I] called A1 Gruber in California and apologized for not 
sending dog, and started to cry and had to hang up.” (RN ) 

(c) ‘‘1 still remained around the club there * * * I think I made a 
long-distance call to California * * He said,' Yes, we are just watch- 
ing on television.' And I couldn't carry on more converspvtion. I said, 
‘Al, I have to hang up.' ” (5 H 185-186) 

(d) A 8-ininute call was made from the Carousel to the Gruber 
number at 2 :37 p.m. (PR) 

21. (a) A call was made from the Carousel to Paul’s home number 
at 2 :43 p.m. (PR) 

22. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Eileen Kaminsky, locating her 
at his sister Marion Carroll’s house. ( 12/21 ; 5 H 186) 

(b) A 3-minute call was made from the Carousel to the Carroll 
number in Chicago, time unknown. (PR) 

23. (a) Armstrong states that Ruby called Dr. Coleman Jacobson 
from the Carousel, (JFK Document 004465). 

(^) Billy Joe Willis says he talked to Ruby sometime during the 
afternoon. (CE 2414) 

24. (<f) Ruby tells the EBI that he called Eva Grant several times 
during the afternoon. (12/21) 

(b) *'Then I kept calling my sister Eva. because she wanted me to 
come be with her * * * And I kept calling her back. J will bo there.’’ 
And so on. But I never did get there until a couple of hours later.” 
(5H186) 

25. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Brock Wall in Galveston, 

(Note: A long-distance call to Galveston doesn’t show up in the 

phone records. Ruby may be confusing calls on Friday and Saturday. 

26. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Joe Peterson. (12/21) 

(Note: Ruby may be confusing calls on Friday and Saturday. 

27. (^ 7 ) Ruby tells the FBI that somebody brought some merchan- 
dise to the club, and Ruby told him to take it back. (12/21) 

(b) '‘Delivery boy from Gibson’s came by and I paid for some rec- 
ords and also gave him some cards to take back with him.” (RN) 

(c) “Then a fellow came over to deliver some merchandise I had 
ordered over the phone, or Andy ordered. And we said, ‘What is the 
use of ])urchasing any merchandise of any kind, we are not interested 
in business.’ And 1 don’t recall what T said, but I told him whatever 
money he received, to kee]) the change. I am not a philanthropist, but 
nothing bothered me at the time. I wasn't interested in anything.” (5 
H186) 

28. (77) Ruby tells the FBI he left the Carousel sometime late that 
afternoon. (12/21) 

(b) “I finally left the club.'’ (5 H 186) 

(c) Joy Dale saw Ruby crying at the Carousel at 3 p.m. (Alex- 
ander n.b. at p. 84) 

(d) Lai’rv Crafard savs Rubv left the club at about 3:30 p.m. (CE 
2250). 

(e^ Armstrong stated that Ruby either left the club at 4 p.m. or left 
at AMl]).m. and returned to the club at 4 p.m. 

29. {(/) Ruby tells the FBI that after he heard of the assassination, 
he plac(‘d siirns on the doors of both his clubs to say they were closed. 
(11/25) 
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30. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that sometime late that afternoon he left 
the Carousel and went to the Ritz Delicatessen. (12/21) 

{h) At 2 :30 p.m., “[I] went to Ritz Delicatessen and bought quite a 
few to take to Eve (foodstuff ).” (RN) 

(c) ‘‘I went over to the Ritz Delicatessen a block and a half away. 
Must have bought out the store, for about $10 worth of delicacies and 
so on.” (5 II 186) 

31. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that after he bought the food, he went 
to Eva’s home. (12/21) 

(i) “[I] arrived at Eve’s house.” (RN) 

(c) “[I] went out to my sister’s and stayed at her apartment.” (5 
H 186) 

(d) Eva Grant stated that Ruby was at her apartment from 5:30 
until 7 :15 (Ruby FBI files serial 634, p. 166), but cliaiiged this later 
to 4:30 until 7:15. (14 H 433) 

32. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that Armstrong called him at Eva’s 
with a message, and he spoke to Don Safran three times concerning 
the closing of the clubs. (12/21) 

(6) ‘‘[I] received a call from Andy to call Don Safran, I called 
Don and he asked me if we were going to close ... I called Don back 
immediately and told him we were going to close Friday and Satur- 
day and Sunday . . . then I called back again and spoke to Mr. Porter 
and told him to tell Don that I wish he wouldn’t tell the other clubs 
what I was going to do. That let them decide for themselves whether 
or not they should close.” (RN) 

(c) ‘^Oh yes, I called Andy. This Andy Armstrong called me and 
said, ‘Don Safran wants you to call him.’ ” (5 H 186; Ruby continued 
with narrative of three calls.) 

(d) Safran says he got the three Ruby calls between 2:30 and 3:15 
p.m. (CE 2273) 

33. (a) “I called the Morning News twice and the composing room, 
and had them to change my ad.” (RN) 

(6) “Then I called the Morning News and I wanted to definitely 
make sure to change a copy of my ad to ‘Closed Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday,’ something to that effect. And it was a little late in the after- 
noon, but he said, ‘we will try to get the copy in.’ ” (5 H 186) 

34. (a) “I called Dr. Jacobson about going to the synagogue and 
asked what time services would be.” ( RN) 

(h) “I called Coleman Jacobson and asked him what time services 
are tonight and he said he didn’t know.” ( 5 H 187 ) 

(c) Dr. Jacobson said Ruby called him at approximately 4 or 5 p.m. 
(CE 2242) (Ruby tells the FBI that he made this call from his apart- 
ment (12/21), rather than from Eva’s apartment.) 

35. (a) “Also I called the synagogue to inquire the time of the 
services.’’ (RN) 

(h) “And I called the Congregation Shearith Is7*ael and asked the 
girl, and she said, ‘Regular services at 8.’ ” (5 H 187) 

36. (a) “I lie down and take a nap. I wake about 7 or 7 :30.” (5 H 
187) 

37. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he left Eva’s apartment at about 7 or 
8 and drove to his apartment to get dressed for synagogue. (12/21) 

(h) At 7 :30, “Then had gone home to dress and go to the services.” 
(RN) 
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{c) ‘^And about 7 :30 I ^Yent to my apartment. I don't laiow if I went 
downtown to the club. I know I went to my apartment — either to the 
dub or to the apartment.” (5H 187) 

{d) Eva Grant stated that Ruby left her apartment at 7 :15 (see 
#31), and that he went to Dealey Plaza after leaving her apartment, 
was there for a while, and did not get to his apartment until much 
later. (14 H 433) 

38. {a) Ruby is seen on the third floor of Dallas police headquarters 
at approximately 4 or 4 :30 p.m. (CR 105, p. 324 ; CE 2255) 

( 5 ) Ruby is seen at 1322 Commerce (shoeshine stand) at 5 :30 p.m. 
(Alex. n.b. at p. 313) 

{c) Ruby is seen at the DPD headquarters by John Rutledge 
(DMX) before 6 p.m. (CE 2249, p. 14) 

{d) Ruby is seen at the DPD between 5 :30 and 7 :30 p.m. (CE 2254) 

39. {a) Ruby is seen at police headquarters at approximately 6:30 
p.m. by Detective Eberhardt. (Euby denies this.) (14 H 553) 

40. (a) Ruby called ClilTord Wri^it at the Morning Xews at 7 p.m. 
(CR 105, p. 324 ;CE 2262) 

41. ‘C\nd I changed, showered and shaved, and think I drove — and 
as I drove down, there is a certain Thornton Freeway, and I saw the 
clubs were still open going full blast, a couple of duos there.” (5 H 
187) 

4^ (a) A 3-minute call was made by Ralph Paul to the Carousel 
at 7 :19 p.m. (PR) Andy Armstrong was not at the Carousel at that 
time. (13 H 335) 

(b) At about 7 :30 p.m., Ruby either called Crafard at the dub or 
stopped in personally. (CE 2250) 

43. At 8 :30 p.m., synagogue services began. 

44. (a) Ruby made a call during the evening to Cecil Hamlin. (CR 
105, p. 324) 

45. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that he had to give Little Lynn $5 some- 
time on Friday night. (12/21) This was accomolished with the help 
of a parking lot attendant. X.B. Attendant says this occurred Saturday 
night. 

(b) Synagogue services ended at 9 :50 p.m. (CE2281) 

46. (a) A 3-minute call was made from Ruby’s apartment to the 
Bull Pen at 8 :48 p.m. (PR) 

47. At 9 p.m., RubA^ again called Clifford Wri<rht (CR 105, p. 324: 
CE2262) 

48. A 7-minute call was made from Ruby’s apartment to the 
Carroll number in Chicago at 9 :02 p.m. (PR) 

49. (a.) Ruby tells the FBI he went to the synagogue for i)rayer 
and heard Rabbi Silverman say that this tragic event should make us 
all better people. (11/25) 

(7>) RubA^ tells the FBI he arrh’ed at the synagoiiue at about 10 or 
10:30p,m. (P^21) 

(^) ‘'[I] stayed for serAuces and said greetings to Rabbi and talked 
about Ea'c.’- At 9:30 p.m., ‘‘Then went into reception room and had 
some refreshments and said hello Joe Coleman, and Elaine.” (RN) 
(d) “Anyway, I Avent out to the synagogue and I Avent through the 
line and I spoke to Rabbi Silverman, and I thanked him for going to 
visit my sister at the hospital . . . Then he had a confirmation — this 
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is tJie night prior to the confirmation. They serve little delicacies. So 
in spite of the fact of the mood 1 was in, I strolled into the place, and 
I think I had a little glass of punch. Nothing intoxic ating, just a little 
punch they serve there. I didn't speak anyone. One girl, Leona, 
said, ‘Hello Jack,’ and I wasn’t in a convei*sational mood whatsoever.’' 
(5H187) 

(e) Eva Grant stated that Kuby did not get to the synagogue until 
the services were almost over (probably about 10 p.m. ), (14 H 433) 

50. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he went to a deli and had sandwiches 
made. (11/25) 

(b) Ruby tells the FBI that after services, he drove downtown, 
passing by the Club Bali Hai (open) and Gay Life Club (closed), and 
then went to Phil’s Delicatessen and talked to the owner, Phil Miller. 
( 12 / 21 ) 

(c) At 11 :15 p.m., “From there went to Phil’s Delicatessen and told 
counterman to make up sandwiches.” (RN) 

(d) “I left the club— I left the synagogue and t drove by the Bali- 
Hai Restaurant. I noticed they were open. I took recognition of that. 
I drove by another club called the Gay Nineties and they were 
closed ... I stopped at the delicatessen called Phil’s on O^ik Lawn 
Avenue and suddenly I decided — I told the clerk there I wanted him 
to make some real good sandwiches, about 10 or 12, and he had already 
started on the sandwiches and I got on the phone.” (5 H 187) 

(e) The counterman phones Ruby at about 10 p.m. (Alexander 
n.b. p. 208) 

(f) Few customers are at the deli place when Ruby was there earlier 
(e.g. 8 :30 or 9 p.m.) (CE 2277-2279) 

51. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that he called Detective Sims at the 
Homicide and Robbery Bureau of the DPD and offered sandwiches. 
Sims told Ruby they had all eaten already. (11/25) 

(b) Ruby tells the FBI he called Sims at Homicide to offer sand- 
wiches and was told that they were winding things up and did not 
need the food. (12/21) 

{c) “[I] called Sims of Homicide, if he wanted sandwiches, and 
he said they were winding everything up, and was going to tell the 
boys about my thoughts for them.” (RN) 

(rf) “I called an officer by the name of Sims and I said, ‘Sims, I hear 
you guys are working’ and so on. I said, ‘I want to bring some sand- 
wiches.’ And he said, ‘Jack, we wound up our work already. We wound 
up what we were doing. We are finished what we are doing. I will tell 
the bo vs about your thoughtfulness, and I will thank them for you.’ ” 
(5 H 187) 

52. Eva Grant stated that Ruby called her from the deli. (14 H 434) 

53. {a) Ruby tells the FBI that he then decided to take the sand- 
wiches to KLIF. (12/21) 

(b) “Then [I] wanted to find phone numbers for KLIF, because 
I wanted to bring sandwiches there.” Ruby says this occurs at 11 :30 
p.m. (RN) 

(<?) “So before going down to the police station, I try to call KLIF 
but can’t get their number. I wanted to bring the sandwiches to KLIF 
so they would have the sandwiches, since they already started to make 
them up.” (5 H 187) 
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54. “[I] looked through my clothing and every place I could think 
of but couldn’t find Euss’ number. Tried to look for Euss Knight’s 
number but couldn’t find it. Then called information, but somehow 
couldn’t remember Euss’ real name, hlowever, I dialed for information 
and tried anyway, and mentioned his name as Eoberts and that he 

on Northwest Highway, but she couldn’t help me.” (EN) 

55. {a) Euby tells^the FBI he called Gordon McLendon’s home to 
get the number for KLIF, and McLendon’s daughter gave him a num- 
ber and told Euby that Mrs. McLendon had already sent food to the 
station. (12/21) 

{h) “Then I decided to call the Gordon McLendon home, and asked 
a young lady if a*^yone else was at home, and told her my name, but she 
said there wasn’t anyone else at home, and I asked her name, and I 
think she said Christine, and told her I wanted to bring sandwiches to 
the station and she could get me the number, and she said her mother 
already had brought some food, then she left and gave me a Eiverside 
number which was discontinued. I had made so many calls that the 
woman behind the counter asked me if I would like to use the business 
phone, but ] told her I was through.” (EN) 

(c) “But in the meantime, I called Gordon McLendon’s home, be- 
cause I know he lives near the synagogue out there, and I got a little 
girl on the phone, and I knew they had children, and I asked for the 
number for KLTF ... I called that number, as I am repeating myself. 
There was no such number. It was an obsolete number.” (5 H 188) 

56. {a) Euby tells the FBI he walked over to police headquarters to 
find someone who could give him the KLIF number. (11/25) 

(6) Euby tells the FBI that he drove downtown, parked across from 
City HalL and tried to find some KLIF newsmen at headquarters. 
Euby told an officer he was looking for Joe Long and was let in. 
He had Long paged but there was no response. (12/21) 

(c) “[I] drove down to the station to look for Joe Long to try to find 
the number so I could get into the radio station, parked car with dog 
on corner of Harvard and Commerce, and thought I would run up for 
a minute just to get number.” 

At 12 midnight, “Take the elevator to 2nd or 3rd floor and asked 
policeman if ho knew Joe Long from KLIF, and he let me go by. Ean 
into some officers I knew, and he had asked a police officer if he could 
help me, and he called out quite loudly through the hall, but no answer 
to the page. A t different intervals I would spot check and ask someone 
if they were Joe Long.” (EN) 

(F) “I drove down to Commerce and Harvard and parked my car 
with my dog — incidentally, I always have my dog with me — on the lot 
there, left the sandwiches in the car, went into the building of the 
police station, took the elevator up to the second floor, and there was a 
police officer there. This is the first time I ever entered the building, 
gentlemen. The first time of that Friday. This time it must have been 
about — I mean the time, the time of my entering the building. I guess, 
was approximately 11 :15 p.m. The officer was there and I said, ^Where 
is Joe Long?’ I said, ‘Can I go and look for him?’ Evidently I took a 
little domineering part about me, and I was able to be admitted. I 
asked different reporters and various personalities there, ‘Are you Joe 
Long?’ and I couldn’t locate him. I recognized a couple of police 
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officers, Cal Jones and a few others, and I said ‘hello’ to them. And I 
am still looking for Joe Long, but I am carried away with the excite- 
ment of history.” (5 H 188) 

57. {a) Ruby tells the FBI he saw officers escorting Oswald down 
the hall to an assembly room, and then back down the hall and 
upstairs. (11/25) 

(6) Ruby tells the FBI that Fritz came out of an office with Oswald, 
then went back into the office, and then Ruby went down to the assem- 
bly room, and he saw Oswald there, although he couldn’t hear what 
Oswald was saying during his interview. ( 1 2/21 ) 

(c) “Then as I was standing in the hallway they brought the 
prisoner (Oswald) out, that was the first time I had ever seen him. I 
don’t recall if he was with Captain Fritz or Chief Curry or both. Then 
the reporters shouted if there was a better place they would gather so 
as to have room for all the reporters. The authorities said they would 
go down to the assembly room in the basement, and that is where I had 
gone too. They brought the prisoner out and he mumbled something 
unintelligible and it wasn’t before they had taken him back again.” 
(RN) 

{d) “And one fellow then — I am in the hallway there — there is a 
narrow hallway, and I don’t recall if Captain Fritz or Chief Curry 
brings the prisoner out, and I am standing about 2 or 3 feet away from 
him. They said, ‘Well, let’s go down to the assembly room downstairs.’ 
I don’t know what transpired in between from the time that I had the 
officer page Joe Long up to the time I was standing about 3 feet from 
Oswald. All the things — I don’t recall if I am telling you ever5^hing 
that happened from that time, from the time I entered the building to 
the time I went down to the assembly room. I went down to the as- 
sembly room in the basement. I felt perfectly free walking in there. 
No one asked me or anything. I got up on a little table there where I 
knew I wasn’t blocking anyone’s view, because there was an abutment 
sticking out, and I had my back to the abutment, and I was standing 
there. Then they brought the prisoner out and various questions were 
being shouted.” (5 H 187-188) 

58. “And they questioned Henry Wade, ‘What organization did hef 
belong to,’ or something. And if I recall, I think Henry Wade an- 
swered ‘Free Cuba.’ And I corrected Henry Wade, because listening to 
the radio or KLIF, it stood out in my mind that it was ‘Fair Play 
Cuba.’ There is a difference. So he said, ‘Oh yes, Fair Play Cuba,’ 
and he corrected that. I don’t know how long we remain^ there. 
There was a lot of questions thrown back and forth, and this District 
Attorney Henry Wade was answering them the best he could. We 
left out in the hallway, and I saw Henry Wade standing there, and 
I went over to him and said, ‘Henry, I want you to know I was the one 
that corrected you.’ I think it is a childish thing, but I met Henry 
Wade sometime back, and I knew he would recognize me.” (5 H 189). 

59. {a) Ruby tells the FBI he got the number for KLIF from a 
KBOX employee, and he called the number and eventually set up a 
telephone interview with Wade. (12/21) 

(6) “Then everyone left the room, and two fellows walked by as I 
was walking out of the room, one I had recognized who had worked at 
a service station across from the Vegas Club, but I asked the other 
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fellow it he was Joe TiOng, and he asked why, and I said I had some 
sandwiclies to bring to KLIF, and I couldn’t get in, unless I had the 
right phone number and he said we arc from KB OX what about them, 
and I Sfml next time, and he did give me the numbei*, and I spoke to 
the other fellow for a minute and was surprised he was working for 
radio, I f«elieve his name is Sam. 

‘*■1 went around the desk and dialed the number, and spoke to some 
disc jockey by the name of Ken and I told him I had sandwiches for 
the boys, * * * but then I suddenly said you would like to talk to 
Henry Wade and to have his tape ready, and he became very excited 
and said definitely yes. Wade was on the phone talking to New York 
I believe, to another radio station so I surely thought he wouldn’t 
object to talking to this other disk jockey, and I shouted to ^Ir. Wade 
just as he was about to hang up the receiver, or perhaps they were 
waiting for someone to come to the phone, and I did get him to leave 
and he did talk to this fellow, when they had finished I got on the 
phone again and he was thrilled and didn’t know how to thank me 
enough, and said if I would leave immediately they would leave the 
door open for me.” (KN) 

(c) “And it so happened I found out Jerry Cunkle and Sam Pease, 
1 found out they were the names, so I did get the number, because 
these fellows work for a rival radio station, and he gave me the number 
of KLIF. So I called one of the boys at KLIF and I said to them, ‘I 
have sandwiches for you. I want to get over there.’ I said, ‘By the way, 
I see Henry Wade talking on the phone to someone. Do you want me to 
get him over here?’ And he said, ‘Yes, do that.’ That is when everyone 
was beckoning Henry Wade, and I called him over and he talked on 
the phone to this boy. And after he finished, I didn’t even tell him 
what station it was. I said, ‘Here is somebody that wants to talk to 
you.’ And I felt he wouldn’t turn it down. And this fellow was very 
much elated that I brought him over there. And I said, ‘Now will you 
let me in?’ He said, ‘I will only leave the door open 5 minutes.’ That 
was after the conversation was finished with Henry Wade.” (5 H 189- 
190). 

60. (a) “As I was leaving and walked up one flight of stairs I saw 
Kuss Knight talking to someone’ and he seemed to be asking for infor- 
mation. What he was asking was where the assembly room was, and 
then he saw me, and I immediately told him that I got an interview 
with Henry Wade for his station and replied that is what he come for, 
and I said follow me, and taken him to Henry Wade and shouted here 
is Russ Knight, Henry, and he answered ‘Oh! The Weird Beard!’” 
(RN) 

(h) “I got ready to leaA^e the building and I got up to the next floor 
and there was Henry Wade sitting there. And I said, ‘Henrv, this is 
Russ Knight.’ And I left him there with Henry Wade, and I went to 
my car and drove over to KLIF, which is a block away from there.” 
(5H190) 

61. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that the door was locked at KLIF and he 
waited for 10 or 15 minutes and Knight arrived and they went in 
together. (12/21) 

(h) “Then I left and drove over to KLIF but the door was closed, 
because I had taken too much time getting there. Waited for Russ for 
about 15 minutes and we both had gone up, he was so happy for what 
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I had done that he definitely was going to tell Gordon McLendon 
what I had accomplished.” (RN) 

(c) ‘‘And it was a little chilly that night, as I recall, but by bringing 
Russ Knight over to Henry Wade, I delayed too long to get to KLIF, 
and I had to wait 15 minutes until Russ Knight came from finishing 
his interview with Henry Wade. I had the sandwiches with me and 
some soda pop and various things, and Russ Knight opened the door 
and we went upstairs.” (5 H 190) 

(Note: Ruby tells the FBI that after leaving headquarters he re- 
turned home, watched TV, and read the papers.) (11/25) 

62. {a) “We all started in on the sandwiches and sort drinks, and 
they certainly enjoyed them. We talked about a number of things.” 
(RN) 

(5) “I remained at KLIF from that moment on, from the time I got 
into the building, with Russ Knight. We talked about various things 
... I remained there until about 2 :00 a.m. and we all partook of the 
sandwiches and had a feast there.” (5 H 190) 

63. (a) “I left the building. I drove — I was going to go toward the 
Times Herald Building, because as a result * * *. As I was driving 
toward the Times Herald with the intention of doing these things, I 
heard someone honk a horn very loudly, and I stopped. There was a 
police officer sitting in a car. He was sitting with this young lady that 
works in my club, Kathy Kay, and they were very much carried away. 
And I was carried away; and he had a few beers. I didn’t tell you 
this part because at the time I thought a lot of Harry Carlson as a 
police officer, and either it slipped my mind in telling this, or it was 
more or less a reason for leaving it out, because I felt I didn’t want to 
involve them in anything because it was supposed to be a secret that 
he was going with this young lady. He had marital problems. 

“I don’t know if that is why I didn’t tell you that. Anyway, I did 
leave it out. His name is Harry Carlson. Her name is Kathy Kay. And 
they talked and they carried on, and they thought I was the greatest 
guy in the world, and he stated they should cut this guy into ribbons, 
and so on. And she said, ‘Well, if he was in England, they would drag 
him through the streets and would have hung him.’ I forget what she 
said. I left them after a long delay. They kept me from leaving. They 
were constantly talking and were in a pretty dramatic mood. They were 
crying and carrying on.” ( 5 H 191 ) 

(Note: The officer’s name is Harry Olsen and this is the only time 
Ruby mentions this meeting in any of his statements. See testimony 
and statements of Olsen and Kay Coleman for more details.) 

64. ( a) Ruby tells the FBI he left KLIF at about 3 :00 a.in. and went 
to the Times Herald building and talked to Pat Godash and gave him a 
twist board and got his ad taken care of. (12/21 ) 

ih) “Went to the Times Herald to bring a twist board I had prom- 
ised to Pat Godash for some time. Went to composing room and demon- 
strated board, a few of printers gathered and they enjoyed my agile 
way of doing it . . . Told Pat to put in my ad that I was closing.” (RN) 

(c) “This — I imagine, is — I left the KLIF at 2 :00 a.m. and I spent 
an hour with the officer and his girl friend, so it must have been about 
3 :15 approximately. No, it wasn’t. When you are not concerned with 
time, it could have been 4:00? * * * I am up there in the composing 
room talking to a guy by the name of Pat Godash. He was so elated 



1112 


that I brought him this twist board, and I had it sealed in a poly- 
ethylene bag but he wanted to see how it is demonstrated, how it was 
worked. Then he placed the ad in, and if I recall, I requested from 
Pat to put a black border around to show that the ad was in mourning, 
or something, because we were, everything was in mourning.” (5 H 
193-194) 

(d) Times Herald employees place Ruby's visit there at 3:45^:00 
a.m. (CR 105, p. 325) 

65. “I had taken the elevator down and I spoke to the night watch- 
man at the door for a few minutes.” (RN) 

66. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that he went home and awakened Senator. 
( 12 / 21 ) 

(b) ‘'Got in my car and drove home, and then awakened George, and 
he said he had seen my ads in the paper that I was closing for 3 days, 
and we talked about the tragedy, and he was heartbroken, too !” (RN) 

67. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called Larry (Crafard) at the club and 
asked him if he knew how to operate a Polaroid camera. (12/21) 

( 6 ) At 3 :30, “ I made him get out of bed, and told him I wanted him 
to go with me, and called Larry at the club, got him out of bed and 
asked him if he knew how to work a Polaroid camera, and he said yes, 
I told him to be down in the garage in 10 minutes with the camera and 
bring plenty of film and bulbs.” (RN) 

68. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he and Senator i)icked up Crafard at 
about 4 :00 or 5 :00 a.m. (12/21) 

{b) ‘‘George and I got to the garage and he wasn’t there, and I be- 
came impatient thinking he may have gone back to bed again, and had 
night man call him, and he said he would be right down.” (RN) 

69. (u) Ruby tells the FBI they went out and took pictures of the 
Impeach Earl Warren billboard. (12/21) 

(6) At 4 :00, “We drove to E. Ross and Express wav and took photos 
of a billboard.” (RN) 

70. {a) Ruby tells the FBI they went to a post office to check on the 
identity of the billboard’s backer. ( 12/21 ) 

(b) “We had taken three snapshots of same, then stopped at post 
office asked man how does it happen that they give a box to person 
placing an ad of that sort in the newspaper. He said he didn’t have 
a thing to do with it. He went and checked again and said there was 
a person and that is all he could answer me. I went to look at the 
amount of mail in Box 1792, and tried to make certain I would re- 
member if the contents would be removed the next time I’d stop by. 
George was with me, and Larry was sitting in the car.” (RN) 

71. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that they went to the coffee shop at the 
Southland Hotel, and Ruby talked to tlie owner for a few minutes and 
Ruby couldn’t eat but had some juice. ( 1 2/21) 

(6) “From there we had gone to Habb’s Coffee Shop in the South- 
land Hotel, they had some coffee and I had some juice. I spoke to the 
owner for about a minute. I don’t recall what I had said to him, per- 
haps about hunting.” (RN) 

72. Ruby tells the FBI they left the coffee shop and he dropped 
Larry Crafard off at the Carousel ai about 6 a.m. (12/21) 

73. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that he and Senator returned to the apart- 
ment and went to bed. (12/21) 

{b) “However, when I got back to the apartment I decided I would 
gotobcd.”(RN) 
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Saturday, November 23, 1963 

74r. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that at about 8 :30 ajn, Larry Crafard 
called him and asked what kind of dog food he wanted. (12/21) 

(b) “It wasn’t long before I got a phone call and it was Larry, and 
I asked him what did he want very angrily, and he wanted to know 
what kind of dog food he should buy, then I asked him what time it 
was, and when he said 8 :30 a.m. I bawled the heck out of him for get- 
ting me up at this early hour f orgetting that I mentioned that I wasn’t 
going to bed, and then hung up on him.” (RN) 

75. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he got up at 11 or 11:30 a.m.(12/21) 

(b) George Senator stated that Ruby awoke shortly after 10 a.m. 

(14 H 224) 

76. (a) At 11 a.m., “That same morning I phoned Andy or he may 
have called me and he said that Larry had left.” (RN) 

(6) Stanley Kaufman said Ruby called him Saturday morning. 
(CE1816) 

77. (a) “That same morning I think George also stayed in the apart- 
ment and watched television. Then I watched on television a memorial 
given by some synagogue and a Rabbi Seligman of New York for Sab- 
bath services in honor of the late President Kennedy.” (RN) 

(b) “Saturday I watched Rabbi Seligman. He went ahead and eulo- 
gized that here is a man that fought in every battle, went to every coun- 
try, and had to come back to his own country to be shot in the back.” 
(5H198) 

(c) Senator states he and Ruby fixed breakfast and watched TV 
during morning. (CE 1810) 

(Note : Ruby tells the FBI that he got up, got dressed, and left the 
apartment.) (12/21) 

Eva Grant stated that Ruby was at her apartment Saturday mom- 
in^(Ruby FBI files serial 634, p. 167) 

P. Labro (media) says he saw Ruby on the 3rd floor of the DPO 
at about 12. (CE2276) 

78. (a) “I really don’t know what time I left the apartment, and 
Andy said that he phoned me or I phoned him.” (RN) 

(b) Armstrong said that this call took place at about 1 p.m. 
(-H-) 

79. (a) “ I really don’t know what time I left the apartment.” (RN) 

(6) Witness states he saw Ruby outside his apartment driving out 

his driveway at approximately 1 or 1 :30. ( CE 2330) 

80. (a) “i drove towards town and either had gone to the club first 
or had gone to look at the wreaths ? ” ( RN) 

(b) Ruby was seen between 1 :30 and 2 at the parking garage near 
the club, (serial 634, p. 680, CE 2341) 

81. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that on Saturday morning he drove to th© 
spot where the President was killed and spent an hour there and talked 
to Officer Chaney for some time. (11/25) 

(b) Ruby tells the FBI that after he left his apartment at 11 or 
11 :30 he stopped to look at the wreaths and spoke to Officer Chaney 
for a few minutes, and went up the street and met Wes Wise and talked 
to him for a few minutes. ( 12/21 ) 

(^) “I pulled my car north on Hudson Street past Elm Street to park 
my car, there was a policeman on that intersection guiding the heavy 
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traffic, and I walked down Elm Street toward the underpass and saw 
Officer Chaney there, I’ve known him for many years, and had asked 
him which one of the windows was used and he pointed or described 
it to me. We talked for a few minutes and then I couldn’t talk any- 
more and had to walk off because I was choking and holding my tears 
back . . . Saw the wreaths on the Plaza and started to cry again. Crossed 
over the other side of Houston Street and walked north to cross over 
Elm. As I reached the other side of Elm and about 50 feet from the 
corner I ran into Wes Wise parked in a KRLD news car, and stopped 
to talk and I mentioned that I get a scoop for KLIF and I said it was 
just a little something that happened, and didn’t talk more about it.” 
(RN) 

{d) Wes Wise said he saw Ruby around the TSBD at about 3 p.m. 
(CE2249,p.35CE 3039) 

Officer Hachness said he saw Ruby at Elm and Houston about 2:30 
or 3 p.m. (CE 2249, p. 7.) 

(e) Officer Chaney says he saw Ruby between 3 and 4 p.m. (CE 2249, 
p. 9) ; or at about 3 :30 p.m. (CE 2324) 

if) Garmet Hallmark spoke to Ruby at the parking lot ne^ar Com- 
merce at 3 p.m. (Alexander n.b. p. 275) 

82. {a) Ruby tells the FBI he went home after visiting Dealey Plaza 
and watched TV and read the papers. (11/25) 

(b) Ruby tells the FBI he went home and then went to Sol’s Turf 
Bar later in the afternoon, where he talked to his accountant, Abe 
Kleinman, and to a “Bellochio” about the assassination and the bill- 
board. Ruby says he called Stanley Kaufman from the bar, that he was 
there about 45 minutes, and he left sometime between 3:00 and 4:00. 
( 12 / 21 ) 

(c) At 3 :00, “Got into my car and must have circled back either to 
the club first or had gone to Sol’s Turf Lounge. I had gone there to look 
up my accountant, Abe Kleinman, went in and heard a lot of comment 
about the big ad in the news, and they were complaining why a news- 
])aper would take such an ad. Mr. Kleinman was there and a jewelry de- 
signer bv the name of Bellochio. It became quite a discussion, and they 
heard Bellochio say that he is leaving Dallas and was very emphatic 
about it, that his mind was made. I jumped all over him telling him 
that Dallas was good enough for him when he was making his living 
here, and now he wants to quit and run. I kept repeating don’t say that 
because you will start something we won’t be able to stop.” (RK) 

(d) Witnesses saw Ruby at the bar at about 1 :30 p.m. (GR 105, p. 
325) 

83. Various persons stated that tKpv saw Rubv at DPD headquarters 
sometime during the afternoon. (CR 105, p. 326) 

84. “From there (Sol’s Turf Bar) went to sister Val’s (Eve’s) apart- 
ment * * * Then I told Eve I was tired after watching television for> 
awhile and took the phone with me to her bedroom and called Russ 
Knight * * * Then I must liavp called Stanley Kaufman and also told 
him about the photos. * * *” (RN) 

(Note: Ruby tells the FBI that after he left the bar he mav have 
gone to see his tailor, then to the Carousel, then to his apartment, with 
no mention of going to Eva Grant’s apaidment.) (12/21) 

85. (a) “Then I think I had taken a nap.” (RN) 
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(b) Eva Grant stated that Ruby left her apartment after the call 
to Kaufman, returned at 8 :80 or 4 :()0, and left again at about 8 :00 p.m. 
(14 H 434 ; Ruby FBI files serial 634, pp. 167-168) 

(^?) Ruby was seen at Miller’s shoeshine shop (1322 Commerce) at 
5 :30 p.m. (Alex., n.b. p, 313) 

86. Bob Larkin says that he saw Ruby at the: corner of Browder and 
Commerce Streets at about 5 :30 p.m. and spoke to him for 5 or 10 
minutes. (CE2329) 

87. (a) “Then had gone down to the club, and Andy was cleaning, 
and he thought he was going to get off early, and I insisted that he 
thought he was going to get off earlier, and I insisted that he will have 
to stay until 9 p.m. and gave him an ultimatum that it would have to 
be that way. I may have called Ralph and told him we were closing.” 

^ (Note: Ruby tells the FBI he gave this ultimatum to Armstrong 
over the phone at alx>ut 6 p.m.) ( 12/21) 

(6) Armstrong stated that Ruby was at the Carousel between 6 and 
7 p.m. and only stayed a short time. ( — H — ) 

88. (a) “I called the Adolphus Hotel and asked for Joe Peterson; 
they said he left town for 3 days, they gave me the phone number in 
Galveston and I called and talked to Joe or Brek and told them I 
haH closed for 3 days and they said they also wanted to get away.” 
(RN) 

(Note : See items 25 and 26 ; Ruby may be confusing calls on Friday 
and Saturday.) 

89. (a) At 8, “Had gone back to my apartment and showered and 
shaved.” (RN) 

90. (a) “Phoned Andy and told him aboiit the new girl and to go 
over and catch the show over at the Colony Club, and to see about the 
audition show and I would give them their money back.” (RN) 

(b) Armstrong places a call at 9 p.m. (Alexander, n.b. p. 82) 

91. (a) Ruby tells the FBI he called a friend, Thomas O’Grady, for- 
merly with the DPD. (11/25) 

(b) O’Grady states this call took place at about 8 :30 p.m. (CE 2325) 

92. Billy Don Williams says he called the Carousel and spoke to 
Ruby between 9 and 10. (sev. 1925) (cf, CE 1527) 

93. Ruby was seen near the Hall Diner between 9 and 10. (CR 105, 
p.3261 

94. Ruby was sighted at DPD headquarters sometime during the 
evening. (Alexander, p. 173) (CR 105, p. 326) 

95. (a) At 10 :20, “Phoned Eve and asked her if she was watching 
television.” (RN) 

96. Senator said Ruby was at his apartment when he returned at 
about 10 :30 p.m. (CE 1810) 

97. (a) Ruby called Lawrence Meyers at his Dallas Cabana room be- 
tween 10 and 10:30 and they spoke for 10 to 15 minutes. ( — H — 
(Me vers) ) 

(b) Ruby calls parking lot attendant H. Reeves at about 10:30 p.m. 
(CE 2287) 

98. (n) A 9-minnte nhone mil was made from Ruby’s apartment 
to the Bull Pen at 10 :44 p.m. (PR) 

(Note: This is probably the controversial call wherein Paul states 
“Are you crazy ?” to Ruby.) 
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(6) Rdhy at Nichols Garage (Commerce Street) at 10 :50 or 11 
p.m. to reimburse the attendant $5. (CE 2287) 

99. A 1 -minute call is made from the Carousel to the Bull Peti at 
11 :18 p.m. 

100. A 2-minute call is made from the Carousel to the Bull Pen at 
11:36 p.m. (PR) 

101. A 2 -minute call is made from the Carousel to Bill Ray Wilson 
at the Galveston number of Thomas McKenna at 11 ;44 p.m. (PR; Cr 
360, p. 133) 

102. A 1-minute call is made from tlie Carousel to Paul's home num- 
ber at 11 :47 p.m. (PR) 

103. ( a) Ruby tells the FBI he left his apartment at 11 p.m. and went 
to the Pago Club. (12/21) 

(b) At 10:30, ‘‘Drove to town and drove out to Bob Norton at the 
Pago Club.” (RN) 

(c) Ruby was seen at the Pago Club at about midnight. (Ruby FBI 
files serial 658, p. 100 ; CE 2337) 

104. (o) Ruby tells the FBI that at the club he had a Coke and spoke 
to tlie manager, Bob Norton. 

(b) “A girl came over and asked me what I would like and I ordered 
a Coke but didn’t feel like drinking it, I sat for about 15 or 20 minutes 
and dirln’t want anyone to recognize me, because I didn’t want to ex- 
plain to anyone whv, if I didn’t want to dance or to liave a drink. 
I sort sat in a shell and didn’t want to be recognized. Bob Norton 
came over and apologized saying lie didn’t know I was there or he 
would have been there sooner . . . He gave me $25 and I asked him 
for what, and he explained and I refused to take it, but he insisted.” 

(c) “Then that Saturday night, I didn’t do anything but visit a 
club over here and had a Coca-Cola, because I was sort of depressed. 
A fellow that owns the Pago Club, Bob Norton, and he knew some- 
thing was wrong with me in the certain mood I was in.” (5 H 198) 

(Note : Norton says he gave Ruby $50.) (CE 2836) 

105. (a) “Said good-nite and drove downtown and pulled into the 
garage, asked the attendant something and then drove to my apart- 
ment.” (RN) 

(6) Ruby tells the FBI he drove home after leaving the club. 

( 12 / 21 ) 

106. At 12 :40 a.m., “Phoned Eve and told her something, asked why 
she didn’t go to bed.” (RN) 

StJXDAY, November 24, 1963 

107. At about 8:30 a.m. Ruby received a call from Elnora Pitts, 
who wanted to find out when she could come over to clean the 
apartment. 

108. (a) Ruby tells the FBI that Little Lvnn called and needed 
money and Ruby told her he would send $25 via Western Union. 
( 12 / 21 ) 

(6) At 10, “Received call from Lynn, said she had to have 
money, told her I don’t have to let her draw money, that all I’m 
obligated to do is pay her salary, but she said she had to pay her 
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rent, and then it dawned on me that we were going to be closed tonight, 
and thought she may desperately need some money and I said how 
can I get the money to you, and I think she said she will come to my 
apartment but I certainly didn’t want that because of her supposed- 
to-be husband, and that is all I woidd need for them to know where 
I live. I took time to ask her how to send it, because all I know her 
by was Little Lynn, I think I wrote her name out and spelled it 
Karren Bennett, and asked her if she knew where the Western L^nion 
was in Fort Worth . . . Anyway I told her it will be in care of Will 
Call Western ($25) ; George Senator was there during all this.” (BN) 

(c) Phone records show this call occurring at 10:19 a.m. (PB) 
(CE 2019) 

109. (a) Buby tells the FBI he left his apartment at about 10 a.m. 
(11/25) 

(b) Buby tells the FBI he left his apartment, and as he drove out 
of the driveway stopped to talk to a neighbor. (12/21) 

(c) ‘‘Then left the apartment and spoke to a neighbor for a minute 
(Curtiss?) about some fences I promised him then left to go to Wes- 
tern Union to send money to Lynn.” (BN) 

(d) Senator stated that Buby left the apartment shortly after 
10:30. 

110. (a) Buby tells the FBI he drove to a parking lot across the 
street north of Western Union, at the corner of Main and N. Central 
Expressway. (11/25) 

(&) Buby tells the FBI he drove so he could pass the wreaths and 
he passed by the county jail and noticed lots of people so he assumed 
that Oswald had already been transferred there and then he drove up 
Main and saw people around city hall and he made an illegal left 
turn and parked in a lot across from Western Union. (12/21) 

((?) At 10:45, “Was always in the habit of taking the freeway 
straight down Commerce Street but since the tragedy ha^^e been going 
by to see the wreaths, and remember there would be more traffic on 
Alain Street, because it is where there is more activity going on than 
Commerce Street, and if I was in a hurry to get anywhere I certainly 
would have stayed on Commerce, especially Sunday, the street is dead. 

“Anyway I passed the intersection where I was to turn left and then 
right on Industrial, so that I could pass where the wreaths were and 
at the same time drive toward the Western Union. I backed up in 
reverse, so as to make the correct turn. 

“Did pass where all of wreaths were and then passed the county jail 
on the left and saw the biggest crowd I had ever seen there, and 
thought to myself that they already have transferred the prisoner 
and continued to drive on the Western Union, and pulled in a parking 
lot on the left.” (BN) 

(d) “And I drove past Alain Street past the county building and 
there was a crowd already gathered there. And I guess I thought I 
knew he was going to be transferred at 10, I don’t know. I listened 
to the radio ; and I passed a crowd and it looked — I am repeating my- 
self — and I took it for granted he had already been moved. 

“And I parked my car in the lot across f^om the W^^stern Union. 

* * * So my purpose was to go to the Western Union — niy double 
purpose— but the thought of doing, committing the act wasn’t until I 
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left my apartment. Sending the wire was whcu T had the phaia call — 
or the money order. I drove down Street — tliei*c was a little 

incident I left out. that 1 started to go dow!, a dri\eway, Imt I wanted 
to go by the wreaths, and I saw’ then and started to cry attain. Then I 
drove, parked the car aci‘os.- from ih(‘ Western Vui'Mi/' ( . II 199) 

111. (a) Ruby tells the Fiil he .-ent a $25 money order to Karen 
Bennett. (11/25) (12/21) 

(6) ‘‘Waited my turn la^eause tlu cleik was wailing on someone 
else, and I filled out a form to send money.'’ (EN) 

(c) “Went into Western Union, sent the money order, wliatever it 
was.” (5 H 199) 

((/) Ruby’s time stamp receipt fi'om Western Union ^>hows 11:17 

a.m. 

112. (a^.) Ruby enters the basement. The statements about this by 
Ruby and others are too voluminous to include hei’e, but there are 
contradictions and inconsistencies. 


113. («) At 11 :21 a.m. Ruby shoots Oswald. 

Submitted by : 

G. Robkrt Bt^akky, 

Chief Covn>^( / and Staff Director. 
Gary T. Cornwell, 
Deputy Chief Counf<eJ. 

Mt( TTAFL EwTNO. 

Researcher. 
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(290) See ref. 289, Brock testimony, pp. 175-176; and Brock Exhibit 5114, pp. 
178-179. 



1128 


(2!>l) See, e.g.. CE2002, Farris statenienr. 24 Warren Hearings, 94: CE2002. 
Fox stalenjent, 24 Warren Hearings, Do; CE2002, Raz state^ment, 24 Warren 
Hearings. 157 : and CE2002, Putnam statement, 24 Warren Hearings, 156. 
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